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Okra 

In the afternoon heat 

lpassafrultst.andbythcsidcofthero:ld, 
and I name the jars one•·t:ry 
sllclf.Flgjar.>,stcwcdtornatocs. 
andj:usandj:usof[lickl.:dokra. 
allwaitingtohetakcn 
down.tobegripp..'dby their heads. 
cr.tdlcd,lil;.cncw-borns 
And with atwistoftheharl(! 
the smell of•incgar seeps 
lhrough m~ma"s kitchen. and lingers 
inthchallway.thcprCSI.,...ationspcnt 
inalr-tightmoumlng. 
Jcan'lremcmbo..>ranything. 
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