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ll is the custum in civili 7 ed cotmtrie . ., tu papduatc the memory 
and to record the virtues of those u·ha hav1 rendered eminent sen·ice to 
the state ; and even among barbarvus nativns sonw rude cairn marks 
the spot u·here sleeps the warrior u·ho .se t•oirt tea s re.s pectPCi al the council 
-whose arm in battle u:as strong. Tv th · dead S1tclt memorial8 are of 
little worth, but they aTP of Vf!lW' to th{' li••it!g . The l"i:o·iny fJPnerntions 
study the history of their country in the munnments which grace its sur­
face : they emulate the t•irtues u•hich lh<'ir forefathu.s have regarded it as 
a sacred obligation to record.-Joseph Howe, in 1 .51. 

A. wise nation preserves its reco l'd-~ . gather· up its munirnents, 
decorates the tombs of its illttstriou.c; dead. repairs its great public structures, 
and fosters national pride and lo 1•e l)j' country by perpetual reference 
to lhc sacrifices and olm·ies of the past.-JosPph Howe, in 1 7 L. 

T HE purpose of this article i- to de::;cribe briefly the organiza-
tion and work of the Historic Sites and :.\Ionuments Board 

of Canada; to indica.te orne of the difficul ties -.vith which it 
had to contend in formulating ::t national policy that would 
do justice to all the component part of the Dominion while 
not being unj ust to tho ' e sections which had a longer and more 
Yariecl history · and to :sketch the contribution::; of the Board 
to historical con ciousne s tlu:ou(J'h the marking and preserva­
tion of historic sites in K ova cotia. The two extracts from 
peeches of Ho\Y€ ha.-e been placed at the beginning of this 

articlt, not only because they are ::<timulating in themselves, 
but al o because they ~tate preci:-,ely \vhat the Board ha:· been 
trying to do: theflrt, butlea-t, kno\'ln expres ·e- fully the idea 
~Yith 1vhich the Board set out, while the ser.:ond <"tnd so frequent­
ly quoted embraces the ultimate in the Holu tion of it policy. 
Thu:S early did thi - great :::\ont. cotian fore ee the scope and 
significance of ·u ·h an organization tv propagate historical 
knowledge and to perpetuate national sentiment : by 1S.51 he 
had developed a ~ane national consciousnes~ in his natiYe pro­
\ince; and by 1 71 he was trying tn expand that entiment 
from Sea, Lo Sea. 

'Thouo-h various local hi torical wdeties had been founded 
in Canada between Confederation and the Great 'Tar. none 



i t;.:; <?se h::t ' i:ltE-rest ed i be lf in na tium>J a. C.i'! ti12.c t f:.·o.c. : ··:~~ 
hi ::> to~·:::·. or i1c. l:i..toric si t e:= c tnsi (:e it - own iocality . I t \\as 
ne t u· til tl:.e Hi~Lo l'i •: lan dmarks .-\. :::><)(.;: .! t i .... n l)i' c~1ll<lC~<~ -... ~1.; 
fo::.·ffie tha t t i:e:::e \'.-it~er a i~ns ·.q~:·e euL:: ! de~·e .. It \\·a.; i·. iL' ~e·! 

in .:'. Ia~" · 19v;· . n· ::>. j .. i::t n .t-tot'n•.c (•1 •. ediun.:.I <.d.\ II r,J' the E.:·- ~ll 
Q. ociety. prim.:·dy t.) a~: . i:: in t he celebi' ::tri· ') ;:.: c'.nacb ' ~ .t':'­

centenary at Quebec in ·l e f•:· ~c-·dll~· yem . l ut it <:Oil i:1Ge,: . 
p ·o· ute pu.b uc ·ntere:-t in tl~ e ;;,tudy. Ear~·!H! . and pr e:::Er·a­
ti on of historic :::tes th1·ou;;-hcut tlJe D ominio n. u.s far <7. :: ~ts 
limited re ource · permitter!. and i t l •rought iurluence t o henr 
upon the o-overnment t o t:;e san::e nd , un t il the Historic ites 
and .:\Jonuments Boar d was created to pr omote t ha t pha~e of 
historical work. It then devoted it- attention to more ge~ eral 
historical problems and, since 10::?::: , hu.s ca.rrieu on as the Cana­
dian Hi t.or ical A ociation . It. therefore , _hould be doubly 
remembered, as one parent of both the anadian Hi torical 
Association and the Historic Sites and ..\lonuments Boar d . 

The H istoric Sites and M onuments Board of Canada, al­
though projected in 1914, was not organized until 1919 : after 
the Great War had shown the Canadian government how much 
latent national feeling exi -ted throughout the Dominion in 
spite of its sectional intere::~ ts and rivalries, and how g-reat was 
the need of encouraging the different sections to think in nation­
al terms. This was no easy task : for in addition to that roman­
tic history common to both the eastern a.nd ,,.e tern geographical 
division of thf' r ountry , the people of the fi v<'! en.. t ern provinces 
had had a long period of proud achievement in self-government 
to record before the western pro·dnc were oro-anized as colonies 
or terri tories . ~Ioreover . as the hi tory of tJ1e Dominion it­
self was comparatively brief. the Board hal to encourage each 
section and pr o,int_e to take an in t en:,~ t in it - own history and 
thus, paradoxica.ll · . to fos ter nat ·onaJ con -ciousne -::; by reYi\·­
ing sectional interesto: . ~onA thP lPs;;, t.he r.rga,niza.tion of t.ht> 
Board W<.ts tangible e,-iclenc that Canada had become consciou · 
of her~elf a- an enti ty in \\·orld oro-aniza.tion . that she wished 
to trace the road b~ \Yhich ~be had come. and to erect mi!e­
stone along that road, in order th[l,t her citizens and ot h r 
citizen of the world might be stiruula.ted to read her story anJ 
e- timate t h e de£Tee of ciYiliz··t ion to which she had attai:::;,ed. 

The Board v.·a ~ crea ed w act in an ad \-i -ory a.pn,r.i t :--· tn 
t.be ~a tiona] Parks Branch of t he Department of Intel'i t:r ­
now the D epar ment of ::\lines and Resources-and, a..;; all 
fund s for marking or presen·ino- hi ·toric sites were appro riat-
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ed in b,:c.t Depa.rtn::.ent . it::> exen;t>:e o=-:. -~~~·::- ·.re1·e the o;':":cers 
of :he ~ation::tl Parks Brand: oi' L11e Oepart1~~e:1t. The ach- · ~·) l'y 
rr.em ljet·s of t 1 e BoB.rcl were t•.• '· e t:i~ tol'i .-:.1: 'o or ar.t:: r lll<l;·j ::ms 
of repute , \\-ho would g·i~:e tbeit· _,e _·--:ce:O cii.b,L~t re!1 1.: ee~·ariun 
ar:d er~r:ea·:or to th ink in n~\h_,,:,,.! t:·: ·:·~-~ -

) .. s first cons:i tutecL th <:- B·~.:l·c~ c,,--, :-' ~ te•'.. •'I "n~y fnu:· .:::u·m ­
ben; . oesides f1e executi~:e nL-:.:et· ' · t·...-o for Ontario tlEd on e 
each for Quebec nu. t be ~-.::~:.ri·i::~e Ito'.-:n-.:t-:- : :Jut . ·w::en it -;y as 
ree,·g'a.n·zed fouT y ea:·~ later . t'-'>•) ll::.··re :2.e ... Lecs we~ e a ._: c~ed. 
one fo r \\'estern Ca.nad::c a nd ur:otl:er f<:·l' ;,;,e :\ral'itime ~1l".) ­
' inc e~. The obj<>cts uf tLe .8,)ucd '·e ~·e t.u :oticnub.te i;1~.-::·e:-t 
P. mono; Canadians in t he hi:-:t '"! ry n-!' thP ir n··nJ ru un tr;.-· . to (:•1 m ­

n:emorate the deeds of those \i.ho i.:.ad IJ.1ade a sigu irlcan t cun­
tribution to the exploration. ~ettlement . defeuce a n d ge'1eral 
development of Canada., and to preset·Ye as national pr or-erty 
sites of historic interest . Perhaps it >muld be truer to say that 
the cl1ief a im of the B oard \\·a,; t he stimubtion of interest in 
Ca.naclian history by the marking of h i:.: tC'ric sites and the cmn­
memoration of historic achievement. and that, as thi s \\·a s t he 
first conscious move of the federal go,·emment in the d irection 
of systematic definition and marking of historic sites or e ·ents. 
it was clear er as to ends than as to mean::;. I n any e·yent the Board. 
·which met once a year in full session and canied on a ';olumino u;,; 
correspondence between meetings. spent th e fi1·st three or four 
y e<.ws in establishing contacts 1\·itb local hist orical socie ties, 
m aking histori cal SlU"I,reys . formulating a pol icy uml clearing 
the ground for future constructi,-e elfurt . Consequently i .s 
first memorials >Yere not e1·ected until 10:2 :3 . 

Apart from the type ol' me~n.)rial t o be erec ted and the kind 
of U:.blet to be u~ed, the e:hief prcblem oi the Boa-r d wu::: to 
d::se: oYel' ~ome canon of eri tic ism (!1' "'t r,nc!r~.l·d f mea:;ure:1:ent 
by 1\·hid l t he reJnti1·e impottan•:e ur rH~•)il ~ Ol' eYents in he 
different :Oed ions of C'anach c-ou[.-1 he e;:;._i~nat•-d. Could a.n e\'f:"P.t 
that ba.ppe 1ecl iu i\ovu. Sc0tia be foi·e (' ,)n_:ederution Le uf 
greater natiorw.l importance than a ::ciillih11· thoug!J letter e':ent 
in Qnel ;er ? Canadian h i ~tori~ms had t1·eated t he histm·y of 
Ca nada ~'-"' i:' it v:ere onl:y nn ex.;ansioE A Quebel' nn cl Ot: 1.nrio 
ea:,t<;·anl and l':e:; tw~ ~·cl thi·• .!~·ll the ac:ex:1tion uf cenai r: out­
lyir:.g· ~e.:tions tb1t v,·ere hr:l:-py i;-1 ha,·ing- n•_; bi::>tOl'Y: anr~ ti1e 
ter(;entent!ry of the b~giun~n~· •Jf Canadian hi::-tory had l.1eeu 
celebratec in Quebe in HJtY< i ~1 ~pite o~ t;1e fact that the L•e­
ginning of settlement in \Y!1at is no'.- C't~t:acln had been made 
at Port Royal ~n 1605. three years e~"-l' Ee~: t' an the found ing of 
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Quebec . It is not surpri ·ing therefore, that the Board a t 
first was more vividly aware of the number and importance 
of hi toric i tes and event in the tiYO central proYince , that 
many historic debates ~ere waged in a n attempt to arrive a t 
a satisfactory definition of national importance. and that at 
an early meeting of the Board it \·ra' aareed that there were 
no sites of national importance in Prince Edward Island. How­
ever. the Board has made honest if heroic effort:- to di · tin&uish 
between events or -ite - of national or provincial or purely local 
importance, and to interest various historical organizations in 
the commemora ·on of the latter. while it ad \·i es the federal 
government to mark or commemorate the former. At the same 
time it has adoplell two types of tablet and three types of 
·tandard to carry the ta.blet, has dea.lt with about 1200 historic 
sites. events or personages. and has mar ked or approved for 
marking some thre lmndred of the -e · and a:; the yea.rs have 
pas ed. its activities have broadened to include the restoration 
or repair of Yarious hi toric -tructures and the erection or 
restoration of several museum-. · 

The number of unsolicited sug&estions that now pour in to 
the ·ecretary of the Board from every localit-y in every pro­
'ince of Canada is evidence that it has succeeded in stimula.t­
ing historical interest. to an extent which is almost embarra · ·­
ing, while the ta.steful museum- at Beau-ejour and Louisbourg 
demon~trate what can be done when historic;;"t[ intere t has 
been thoroughly · rous d. In 191 9 both the ·e hi to ric i tes 
had fallen into private haml:; and wet·e Lotu,lly neglected from 
an hbtorical point of 'iew. the former being used as a cow­
pas ure . the latter as a sheep-run; but to-day the grounds of 
both are carefully marked and intellio-ently cared for, t he 
museums are 'vel! filled with exhibit that are competently 
displayed by penna.nen t curator.:: . <:tnd these joint attractions 
bring thou ands or visi iut" ann Llally from all ptO\-inees 0 r Canada 
and all stat~· uf Lbe rnion.. ·· imi!ar illustrations of the Board's 
success in this re -pect might. b ginn from Quebec and Ontario, 
but -pace forbid~ . 

~ aturally there is considerable competition among local­
itie;; to ha1·e a monument of national importance. Apart fro m 
the pardonable self-e -t em which n monument brino-- to a 
lucali ty, it provide- a d istinct timulus to tea.c hers and pupils 
of a com . .:nuu.ity to E'tudy their locn! h.i:;Lury. for adult:': an in­
centin to local patrioti~m or civic pride. and in clays of depre-s­
ion all are reminded that gTeat things were clone in the past 
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under even harder conditions than tho~e >Ybieh exist at pre·ent, 
while in cbys of rejoic ing all find something to point to \Vith 
pride as worthy of emulation. 

I n the fil'teen year~ between 1923 and 1937 the Board has 
placed 265 tablets on monuments . cairns, boulder or permanent 
public building· tlu·oughout the Dominion of Canada. di··tri ­
buted as follows : Prince E d ward I sland, 7 ; ~ova Scotia . :31 ; 
New Brunswick, 26; Quebec, 5c : Ontario. 6: )..Iani toba. 14; 

askatchewan, I; ~\lberta. 15: Briti h Columbia, 20; and the 
Yukon. l. Practically all of the· are the standard tablet first 
adopted by the Board, but in future years a secondary tablet 
of simpler design will be placed on public buildinas, or an iron 
!:;Landa1·d to eommemorate those persons or e>·ents of les~ con-
picuous yet national importance. 

The panel of the "tandard tablet i 21 inches high and 15i 
inches wide and capable of carrying an inscription of five hun­
dred letters . The frame is 3:3~ inches by :.?0, and is surrounded 
by a border of pine cone and pine needles symbolizing our 
northern climate. It iu surmounted by a crown as the bond of 
union in the Dritish Empi.J:e; below the crown a clu!:; Ler of maple 
leaves stands for Canada, and below the maple leaves ''His­
toric Sites and .Monument Board of Canada" ' or "Commisjon 
des Sites et des M onuments Historiques du Canada" is printed 
in accorda.nce with the decision of the Board as to whether the 
Engbsh or F rench form of tablet is to be used . On the upper 
left of the tablet a circular relief depict. the arrival of Jacques 
Cartier . as the beginning of Canadian history : on the upper 
right another circular r elief depicts in the foreground a h~rbour 
with grain elevawr, dock and shipping, in the centre a city, 
and in the backgTOund a weU-deYeloped agr icultural countl'y, 
the whole -ugaesting the dewlopment of Canada along agri­
cultmal, industrial and commercial lines; and both reliefs are 
-urrounded by a rose, thi ·tle, shamrock, lily and leek, r epre­
. cnting the principal ra.cc~ from which the Canadians are d~-
cended. A the bottom of the frame on either :;ide is a ~hield: 

that on the left. bears the first coe:tt-of-arms used in Canada and 
represents it- ea.rly statu- a~ a French co1ony; that on the righ 
bears the present arms of Canada and re.-eals it n.s u. self-govern­
ina- Dominion of the Briti ·h Commonwen.lth. The tabler, as a 
whole. wh n adequately inter_r;reted. aiYeE a pictorial ~umm.ary 
oi Canadian hi:::tory ; and the ,-arious inscri tion. compre~s into 
a few :;:entences the significant facts about the events or per­
souag€3 commemorated. In the unveiling ceremonies, at which 
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the Board and Department are alwa.y- repre.:;ented, it is expect­
e that both the design of the tablet and the si!J"nificance of the 
imcri ption will be elaborated by the different speaker , so that 
a[ w-2.o are present will car1·y a,·m:-- a deepel· 1:-·o>. euge of their 
hist Jry and a more vi...-id irnpress:0a o: it., impor .ance. 

To bear the tablets t ·,e Board ea:·ly e:q .. res::ed it~ preference 
for a boulder or cairn. anu gradua'iy e•·o1ved a design of cairn 
that bas given satisfaction to many ivcal'tie.:O. although it has 
not a ways escaped rather severe cr "tici~·n . It is in the form of 
a truncated P:Y'Tamid eleven fee t b.· gh, standi no- on a concrete 
ba ~ e seven feet square. The boulde1·. of course . could be u:sed 
on y "·hen found of suitable size near to the site, but the cairn 
could be constructed wherever :field stones were available. H ow­
ever. as in many instance_ cut-stone monuments could be con­
structed at no greater cost than a cairn, especially if the field 
.stones had to be transported fro m a distance, the Board has 
adopted this form of standard also, and in recent years has been 
erecting it exclusively in towns or cities as welt as in localities 
where boulders or field stones were not available . But for the 
secondary tablet when there is no permanent pnblic building 
in the vicinity, the Board uses a simple iron standard set in a 
concrete base and erected on the actual site. In Nova Scotia 
one tablet has been placed on a boulder, one on an iron standard, 
seven on public buildings, ~ixteen on :fifteen cairns and ten on 
cut-stone or other monuments. 

The location, date of erection. form of standard. and in­
:;criptions of the thirty-five tablets that have been erected in 
~ova Scotia to date are as follows: 

' nELBURNE. THE LoY.ursT T ow)( OF Non. c OTIA. 

Settled in the years foUo·win()' the close of the American Revolu­
tion, by men and women determined to remain under the flag and 
rule of Great Britain rather than become citizens of the United States. 
The Harbo ur was firs t known a~ Port Roseway, the site chosen by 
the Port Roseway Associa te' of ::.Tew York. Firs t Fltwt of sP. t.tlArs 
ar i\·ed -±t h May, 17 3. The town was laid out in ~arne year. It was 
officially named Shelburne. 22nd July, 17 3, by John Parr, Lieutenant­
Governor of Nova cotia. 

(Tablet affixed to bo ulder a t Shelburne. 1033.) 

FoRT LA WRE::-< CE. 

Erected in 1750 by ~Iajor Charles Lawrence, afterwa.rd- Lieut.­
Go\·ernor of Nova Scotia, for he defence of the Lthmus of Chignecto; 
ga ri ·oned by British troops until a.fter the captu e of Fort Beause· 
o ur in 1755, when it was abandoned . 



::\ATIOXAL HISTORIC ITES I::\ ::\. S. -±41 

Immediately south of he fort was the ,-illage of Beaubassin, 
one of he oldest French settlement' in ~ova cotia, fo unded by 
Jacque~ Bourgeois and others l'rom 1-'ort Royal in 167:2, evacuated 
and bu.ned by the Freneh :n 17= , prior to he erec ion of 
F ort Lawrenee . 

[CE.U!PL.Hc-;·s 1~.\.E IT.>..TIO::-; .. 

Site of the D.rst fort or .. HJ.;_,it~nion .. of Purt Ho,:al. BuilL by 
tht~ Fr.:> ch under D 0 ~Ioms ~L · Cuamplain. 160.1. ·A ttacked aud 
paniall: destro:-~d b: a B:·i :i;::l:. f):.-·."' ~ :· om Yirgini~L. 1613. Re tared 
an ol?cupied b.- Sco t i·h colo::J.:s':3. 16:?9. Laid. ..-a ·te on their retire­
m en t from the countrY, 163:?. numP of tie "Ord~!· <)t Good Cheer" . 
Birthplac~: of Canadian it Hi:!~ e::-•: an drama . 

(Inscri ption also in. Frencl . C,ii •·:-: .: r.-ct~d at Lo wr,r lr ram·ille. l 9:?4. l 

FIRST PRic-;TI);G PRESS ! )." C.-~.X.'I.D .\.. 

::\earby i- che site of he First Prin ting Pre~s in what is now 
British ~orth .-\.mer ica, established in 1751 by Barholomew Green, 
Jr. , who was succeeded in 175~ by John Bushell. On it was printed 
on 23rd March. 1752. Canada':0 iin t newspaper "The Halifax Gaze tte", 
later known as "The K ova Scotia Ro,·al Gazette" . and which has 
been regularly issued since that date · 

(Tablet erected in Pro\lne' House. Halifax. 1 24.) 

Hrs MAJEoTY's .:\ .\V.\ L YA RD. 

~E2 secured to th Crown in F ebr ary . 1159. The first Royal 
Dockyard in (present) Bri t ish ~or b. .-\.merica. Here Captain J ames 
Cook. the famous navi"'ator and J!::;conrer, \\'<1 stationed in 1759, 
and superin ended the erec t io u. •Ji h r> !:ir buildings. The bir thplace 
of Sir P rO YO \\allis .• -\.rlmiral or ;.!w r It>•' . Of .~pec ia l impor tance 
durmz the • mericao Wars 1/i'.'J-81 and lSl:.l -15. :tad played a pt'om­
inent-par t in the Great War 191-:1:- l ' . 

(::\Ion umen.t erec;ed on. ite 1 ~:24. ) 

[1onsBOGRG .] 

On this si t.e was erec ted by France, in 1731, the first Lighthouse 
Tower, co nstruct-ed of fire proof mate rials. in ~ -orth America. 

~ear here the Bl'i ti,;h eree cd ba-tteries to :;ilcncc the defpn ive 
works erected bv France on hP island opposi t> the entrance. In 
C-!5. hese batteries were command d by Lt. Col. John Gorham; 
m li5 . by Brigadier-General Jame· "Wolfe . 

(Inscrip tion also in French. Tablet affixed to lighthouse to,,·er. 192:j. ) 

This tab let commemorates the valour and endurance displayed 
agair:.st overwhelming odds by the Frenc h forces, who, in 17-15 and 
aga in in 175 , garrisoned the defensive batteries on the island opposi te 
the entrance to the harbour oi Loui:>bo urg and facing this spot. 

Inscription also in French. T ablet affiixed to lighthouse tower, 1925. 
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FORT EDWARD. 

Erected in 1750 by ::\Iajor Charles Lawrence for the protection 
of Piziquid (Windsor) and th surrounding district, and as a symbol 
of British sovereiO'nty in western Nova Scotia. Of special importance 
during the war with France 1755~ 1762, and the American Wars of 
li75~1782 and 1 12~1815 . 

Was closely a sociated wi h the tragic incidents of the deporta­
tion of the Acadians in 175.) . 

Garrisoned by Imperial troops for about a century. A rallying 
point and training ground for Canadian and ~ e>vfoundland forces 
during the Great War 1914~ 1 . 

(Cairn erected at Windsor, 1925.) 

:Kr~a·s BAsTIO.'i. 
This marks thP entrance to the "King's Ba tion or Citadel of tho 

Fortress of Louisbourg, containing the GoYernor's Residence, the 
Barracks and the Chapel. Adjoining it was the Place d'Armes. 
Partially demolished by the British, 1760-1763. 

(Inscription also in French. Cairn erected at Loui-bourg, Hl26.) 

D . .u;Par::-is BAsTro~. 

Near this place stood the Dauphin's Bn.,tion and West Gate 
to the Fortress of Louisbourg. Erection begun by France in 1738. 
Demolished by Britain, after its cap ure in 175 . 

(InscripLion also in French. Cairn erected at Louisbourg, 1926.) 

JosEPH FREDERICK WALLET DEsB.~RREs. 
1722-1 24. 

A distinguished military engineer, who served in the mid­
eighteenth century wars in America. Afterwards employed by the 
British government to survey and chart the cnstem ~oast of North 
America, he O'ained great fame as an oceanogra.pher. 

First Lieutenant GoYernor of Cape Breton. 17 4- 7, found er of 
Sydney, Lieutenant Governor of Prince Edv,·ard Island, 180{-12. 
Erected in recognition of his public en,.ices. 

(T ablet affixed to Post Office Building, ydney, 1927.) 

" H.\.N~OX AND CHESAPE.\KE. 

In Honour of Captain Philip V. Droke. offit:el·~ aud r.rew of 
H. :M. S. ha.nnon, who gained a glorious ,-ictory over the United 

tate frigat Chesap ake otl' Boston Harbour. 1 t June. 1 13. The 
Shannon brought her prize into Haliia.x Harbour on 6th June . 

(Cut stone monument erected on _\.dmiral ty House grounds, Halifax, 1927.) 

C.\NSO. 

Firs t developed as au important fishing station by the French 
in the 16th century. 

Fortified by the British in 1720, scene of several combats between 
thtJm and the French and Indians. captured by Duvivier. 17-!4, rendez-
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•·ous of the expedition of Pepperrell and ""Warren against Louisbourg 
in 17-±5. 
(Inscription also in Frel'!c!J . Cairn erected on Public School grounds. Canso. 1928.) 

FmsT PosT OFFicE. 

In 1755 a line of packets was placed on the route between Fal­
mouth and ~evv York. This was part of a general scheme for closer 
and more regular communication between the colonies and the mother 
co untry. These packets called at Halifax. In t ha t year a nd in this 
City wu.s established the first Post Office in the D ominion of Canada 
a~ nov.' cons tituted. 

(Tablet erf::Cted on Post Office Building, Halifax. 1928.) 

Kr)J'G's CoLL EGE. 

upon this hill for many years stood King's College. the oldest 
l'ni':ersi ty in the King ' s overseas Dominions, from whose halls have 
gone forth many distinguished men, leaders in Church and State. 

Founded in 1789 by the Rt. Rev . Charles Inglis, D .D., F irst 
Bishop of Non. Scotia. and other United Empire Loy alists . Granted 
a Royal Charter by !):ing George III in 1802. 

(Tablet- affixed to chapel on h.iog's College ground3. Windsor. 19:28. ) 

S.-L\1UEL V-ET CH. 

_-\..d j "' tant.-General of the Force und8r Colonel Francis Nicholson 
which cr•.plured P or t Royal, capital of ..:\.ca dia, in 1710. Firs t Governor 
and Cornmander-in-chief. A notable figure in colonial history, a n 
able saLtier and ad - tinistrator. Wirh imperial Yision he strove to 
exterH.l the rea.lm of Britain beyond the seas. 
IT u,- ,.r;ptiun u-lso m Fre r! C!i. Cnt ston monument .rectt:d at Annapol is Roy:tl. 

1928.) 

LE C.1..HI'E:IIENT Dr D r:c D'ANVILLE. 

In the autumn of 17-:!:6 Due d '_\m·ille 's formidalJle but storm­
shu.t terecl expedition, sent from F ra.ncc to rceover Acadia, encamped 
along this shore . While at Chebuc to d'Am·ille died , and many of 
his men fell Yictims of feYer . 0>Ying to storms and disease the ente r­
pl'i~e u tt erly failed . 

(Tn~c r iption in Fr.-nch and Engli sh . Cairn I'J'ec>t ed on sice, 10:29) 

L_,_ HEVE. 

Follo-.,·ing the TreaLy of St. Germain-·~n - Laye in 1632, France 
ddf:rmi!led to establish perm::tnent set tlements in Acadia. Isaae 
de Razilly was appointed Lieutenant-General. Here he buil t a fo r t 
and established the capital of the colony. 

(In cription abo in French. Caim et'ected oo site, 1929.) 

C .\K.~D .\'s CO.\L IxnrsTRY. 
Two thousand feet ;;out h-easterly from this p lace are the remains 

of the first regular coal mining operations in America. established 
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by the French in 1720. From the modest beginnings of those early 
days this industry has become one of national and imperial importance 

(Inscription in French and English . Cairn erect<)d at Port Morien , 1930.) 

SAIKTE- ANNE. 

Settled, 1629, by Captain Charles Daniel. and site of an early 
Jesuit mission . Selected, 1713, as a naval base and one of the prin­
cipal pla<:es in Isle Royale. named Port Dauphin and strongly fortified. 
Its importance declined with the choice, 1719, of Lonisbourg as the 
capital. 

(lnscript.ion 1n French and English. Cairn erected aL Englishtown. 19:30. ) 

WoLFE's LANDING. 

Here, 8th June·, 1758, the men of Brigadier General Jame~ 'Wolie ':; 
brigade, after having been repuls d with heavy loss by the French 
troops entrenched we tward, made thei1· gallant and successful landing. 

Thus began the operations which ended on 26th July by the 
capitulation of Louisbourg. 

(Inscription in English and French. Cairn a.L Kennington Cove. l930.) 

.TEAN PAUL ?vl. .... CA RE::-<E . 

1684-1760 
Commemorat ing t he long, arduous, and faithful service of J ean 

Paul Ma carene, a French Huguenot in the army of Britain, who 
for forty years served in this garrison where he mounted t he first 
guard, 6th October. 1710. With insuffici nt troops, and for tifications 
in partial ruins, he sustained two sieges and presel'ved Nova Scotia 
to the British flag. 

(A out stan., mon ument erected nt Annapn)ig Royal. 1 9:~0.1 

" T . PETER . 

ite of DPnys' port and tradina post, buil 1650. elect ... d in 
1713 as one of the three principal ports in Isle Royale, named Port 
Toulouse. and fortified b,· " orks at Point J rome. 

Destroyed by P eppen=ell's troop~. 1 i 45, re-occupied by the French, 
174 , e;·acua ted l i 5 . 

(Inscription iu Freu('h nn(l Engli~h.) 

Sr. PETEn·s CA::-: .u. 

Conn ctin"' St . Peter· Bav \\i tb the Bras d'Or Lakes . it follow ;, 
substantially the portage of the- old French trading days aod material­
ly short o the distan~e t.o the eastern (·oasts of Cape Breton. 

Fir t survewd in 1825. Cowtruction <.:ommenced 185±. bu t 
_uspended 18.56 ; renewed 1865 and ·oruplet d 1 69. enlarged 1875-
1881; 1012-Hl1 7. 

(Cairn for both tablets erected at t . Peters. 19:31.) 



NATIO::SAL HISTORIC SITES I~ K. S. -145 

BLOODY CREEK. 

Commemorating two combats between British garrisons of Anna­
polis Royal and allied French and Indians in the half century of 
conflict for possession of Acadia; on the north bank of the Annapolis 
River, lO th June, 1711; and here, 8th December, 1757. 

(Inscription also in French. Cairu erected at Bridgetown, 1 !)32.) 

CAPE BRETO:'< ~EWFOl::-l'DLA..:'-10 CABLE. 

This tablet commemorates the successful laying in 1856 of a sub­
marine telegraph cable between Cape Breton and Newfoundland as 
part of a plan for speedier ocean communication which later developed 
into the .-\.tlantic cable. 

(Tablet affixed to Cahle Buihllug. ~ortl1 yduey, 19:H.J 

SIMON ~EWCOMB . 

1 35-1909 
Marking the birthplace of Simon Newcomb. who, self-taught. 

in the face of adversity, became one of the world's greatest scien tists. 
Migrating to the United State~ at the age of eighteen. he devoted 
hi ljfe to astronomv. 

For his contribu lion· to cience he was awarded the Copley Medal 
of the Royal So iety of London, maJe a foreign associate of the French 
Academy of Sciences. and honoureJ by many universities and learned 
societie · throughout the world. 

(Cut ·tone mooum ot erected at Wallace Bridge. l !B5.) 

Frn T J.cn1cl:LTL"RAL F.>..IR L'l c .~NADA. 

Commemora ing thP fir;;l agricultural fair in Canada. authonz 'U 
on the creatio n of the town~hip of Windsor in 1764. and held at Fort 
8dwnrd H ill. 2lst ~Ia ..... 1765. Prizci3 were awarded for creditable 
exhib its of cattle. hot: c.::: . sheep. hog.~. gra in. butt r, chePse, and 
home,pun cloth. 

In l7f36 the trust •es of the Ltir recei nd J royal char tt: r which 
was renewed in 1 1.). :inre lb.:J.t date the fair ha~ had an uninter­
rupted exi ·ten ·e. 

( _ ut tnnP rnonmnen PrPeted at \findsol'. Hn5.) 

Ln·ERPOOL Pnrv.\ TEERS;\IES. 

In memory of thP privat Pr -mP of Liv~rpoul I3ay, who main ­
ained aml clef nded their trad e with the \\es Indies . and W<1f;cd 

succes ·ful \\·u,r upon thr enemic · of GrPat Britain in hips fi tPd aml 
arme(l at their o\\·n expense . 

Foremost among them \VE'I' t- : .~l cxandE'l' Godfrey of he brig 
.. Ron~r", who ro ted a pani h sq u~ 1 ·ron off thP , pani. b . hirr and 
ca-ptured its flagship. 'eptcmber. 1 ~00; U!l(.l Joseph Bars!' . .T" .. of the 
schooner ''Liverpool Packet" who . in ninP month. of th t- \\.nr oi 1 12, 
captured more than 100 .-\.merican \'c•o;;se!s oo •be roas ' of.·,~- England. 

'I' her upheld t.he best rad i tion of tLP Bri ti,h :\ ~n .\ . 
(Cairn erectt!tl at LiYd'tJOol. X .... l!l:35.) 
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THOt\IAS CHA DLER HALIBl"RTO:s-. 
1796-1 65 

Commemorating the publication in 1 36 of "The Clockmaker: 
or. The Sayings and DoinO's of aruuel "'lick, ot' lickville", the first 
in that series of humorous and sa irical works which won for H ali­
bur ton international fame in the ,,·oriel of l >tters. 

(Cui stone monument erected t~ \\·incisor. ! 037.) 

FonT SAI:t\"T-Loors. 
In 1630 Claude d la Tour arriYed hc:e v\'ith an Anglo-Scottish 

.expedition, and stron in 1·ain to induce h1s ·on Charles to surrender 
t.his last foothold of France in _-\.cadia. Fl·om the consequent dis­
pleasure of the "cots at Por Roya. CbarJe.; l:l er o!IerPd him refugf 
near this for . 

fln>eriptiuu in French and Englis.h. Cairn •·rL·C .. ,! a Pot· La T ou r, 1937. ) 

:VIoHAWKS rx A.xx.uou.s RoYAL 
• '1 e of iort built in 1112 by }.lohawk Indian:. under i\Iajor Living­

ton, employ .d as allies of the British to intimidate the :rviicmac~. 
(. econdary tablet on iron standa rd rectt!d IH Aunapolt. Royal, 19:38.) 

BATTLE OF GruxD PnE:. 
On llth Ji'cbruary, 1747. Ne\Y England troops. under Colon el 

Arthur Noble, \Yere surprised and ddeu~ed bv French and Indians 
under Coulon de V.illiers. \\·ho had mt1de a fore d march from Beau­
bassin in a blinding snowstorm. The British ·ommander was kiUed 
and t !Je French leader died later of his wound · . 
(Inscri ption iu IHJ th language~ . Cut stone mouUlll8nt err tt'rl u• Uraud Pre. 103o.) 

FIRST Pr cTOT." c\C I f)F.~IY. 

'i;. of the first Pictou Academy. whi ·b wa::; erecle in 1 1 and 
de!uo lisl.Jed in 193:?. Cndcr tht' leadership an 1 xampl of D . Thomas 
McCulloch. i op~ned the d oor of oppor unh· !) u hitherto neglected 
element of the population of he ~Iari i1:-~c Provincl· :S aud gu,,·c man_· 
prominent men to ::\o,·a ~coria and ihe D miniun of Canada in jour­
nali..:m. literature, science. theo logy, educa ion. and •,;o,·ernmenr. 

(Cu stune ruonUJI.:.e ul eree tet.l ru P!.·r .,,~_ 1 r,.,s.) 

llALIFAX AXD C' AS1I~I:.. 

In September, 181-±, a British ruilitury ;we! ua ''al expedition 
from Halifax, under Lie utenam General Sir ,John Coa,pe She rbrookc 
and Rear AJ.mil'al Ed ward Griffi th, occ u pi..:d t !1e portion of :Maine 
between the Penobscot and St. Croix River· . ~Iajor General Gerard 
Gosselin governed that district . from Cas! inP . until _\pril :!6, 1815. 
The Customs duties collected durin"' Lhi.; perio1l were utilized b2: 
Governo Dalhousie for the endowment of he Garri on Library and 
Dalhousie College. 
(Cut s one monument erected on Dalhousie Cnin'r ·iry campus. Halifax, Hl:3:3.J 



NATIO~AL HISTORIC SITES I~ N. S. -1-17 

An analysis of these inscriptions sho>vs that four or them 
deal with the beginnings of settlement French or En(Tlish, 
eleven with military sites or incidents chiefly in the long struggle 
between the French and the English for control of Acadia. three 
with naval engagements. exploits or tragedies, nine with the 
economic development of the province or the establishment 
of communications with the ou tside world, five •v-ith the deeds 
of important historicu.l figures. tt,nd three with the origin and 
influence of educational institutions . ~O\Y that the romantic 
military history of the French regime has been fully dealt with, 
both by memorials a:- indica eel aboYe and by museums such 
as tho:se of Fort Anne and Louisbourg, the Bo<:trd may feel free 
to devote more a.ttention to the social, cultural, economic , and 
political history of Canada. Already it has approved a long 
list of distinguished Canadians, including the Fathers of Con­
federation, whose birthplaces are to be marked by secondary 
tablets in the near fu tme, and other aspects of our history are 
being explored >v-ith a view to repairing any omissions that may 
have been made. Profi ting alike by its own experience and by 
such constructive criticism as it has received, i t still hope:-; Lo 
stimulate a cumulative interest in our history and, thereby, t ... 
encourage an increasingly national outlook. 


