NEW BOOKS

Tavzs Top Uxper tus OLp Tows Crock. By William C.
orrett, Station Direotor, C.H.N.S., Halifsx. The
Tmperial Publishing Co., Limited, Halifax.

Radio has boen described as the most signifieant, development,
in publicity since the invention of printing. Tts possibilities ase still
to be explored in many a field, and Major Borrett is to be congratulated
upon his pioncer work in these talks which show how “the unsoen
audience” may be stimulated to o study of local history.

s an appatizer”, a means of awakening interest in the past
gfa sity and of a provitice far oo little known o those who live there,

more. Nova Scotians will find here very varied
fo suit a variety of tastes—from “The Duke of Kent's Rendos-

a creepy provincial sailors called “A Voice in the
" and from the historical résumé “Founding of Halifax"" o on
Fith the piquant title “The Lady Meant Business.” Major Borraty
has the broadeaster’s art of enlisting attention, 0 that his listonce
{or his reader) will be informed—even instructed—before ho has had

time to withdraw it, on a subject important though normally dry.
¢ book is written in casy, conversational style, always clear,

gften witty, and throughout likoly to stir in the reader & 100 long

dormant desire to undarstand his native place through its past. 1t

ought to serve an excellent, purpose as a provocative to systematis

enquiries into how we came to be as we are, 1

L LS.

Pavsics axp Pumosopny. By Sir James Jeans, Cambridge
University Press. $2.75.

Recent developments in physieal scienge have brought to light
phenomena which can be understood only if wo adopt the pent- of
Yiew of the new Quantum Theory and of the Theory of Relativity:
The attitude towards the physical world implicit in_ these tw ney
modes of thought is vastly different from that which charasteriped

i i ro, the success which theso theorics have

they might contain & new message as to the fundamental nature of the
universe, and of the possibilities of human free-will in particular. The
aim of this book by Sir James Jeans is to estimate the ‘philosophical
significance of these new developments,

‘The book secms to fall naturally into three parts. The first is a
discussion of the basic philosophieal problem of knowledge, and how it
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is acquired by the human mind. How much of our knowledge of nature
is Appearance and how much Reality? A mmez ov:&x:lele account of

have thought about this pro in
but. admiration for the clear, intelligibly, manner with Which. thoss
considered to be the most difficult) have been presented.
BT e findings of physics. Starting
with a disoussion of Newionian mechanios, the writer doscribes 1
early attempts to explain the world in materialistic terms, and lhm
how the first doubts as to the validity of this arose and how, as time
went on, more and more facts were unearthed which refused to conform
{oamaterialistio interpretation. This second part ends with a disouss-
ion.of the theories of modern physics arising out of the work of Bobr,
Heisenberg, Schrodinger and Dirac.
»w o the results of modern physies affect the practical problems
o philosophy?  This s the Subject of the third and shoricst pare of the
book. Do they disposc of tho materilist philosophy? Docs tho appar-
fundamental dualism found in the new Quantum theory shed any
Tt s tam e Ao miarie s ated T oty Aol Appear-
ce ality, Mind and Matier?. What are the implications of
the equally fundsmental principle of indterminacy for the problom
of the freedom of the will? Naturally, the final answer to these ques-
e Ao itle s e ggestions in_Physics
and_Philosophy are so stimulating and concrete that one becomes
convinced that modern physics has new and important ennmbmiom
‘make to these old problems. In the words of the author, *
of the former conclusions of nineteenth century science on ‘hilosophical
questions are once again in the melting pot.”

W. J. Arcmmarp

CeNt Perirs Popyss Anaras. Traduits par F. Baldensperger.
Harvard University Press.

the introduction to his book of translations from English
poetry, Cont petits podmes anglais traduits en vers frangais, M. Fernand
Budenspargcrmma thoremark that snce the days of Voltaire French
ced to know each other, which indeed is to-day

S e
When he composed these translations, M. Baldensperger was on
the staff of the University of London as an expert to organize the
teaching of French in the various colleges of the Umvemty, as such,
6 oame in contact with many men and observed many points of view,
s ki, 8 aytieeiy 1 SomRacacovs N eres s i o it wad
nothing new; but he thought that the sometimes elusive feclings and
the confused experience of a busy day were worth being fixed and artio-
ated by “poetic comparison: t was the origin of theso

translations.

Thoso one b hnndml littlo poems take the Fronch roader “along the
paths of the English Renaissance,” through the 17th and the 18th
century “in seatch of their lost intelloomal balence,” down the
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Romantic ages which the translator puts under the protestion of the
at name of 'Abbé Brémond, up o “the American scho of thy
nglish lyre” with Emily Dickinson, Edgar Lee Mastor and otlurs.
Skipping, behind his guide, from star to star in the beiliunt
field of English poetry, the French reader cannot but feel at home:

gr some abrupt expression will warn him that these were bo by s
foreign land. Tt is always a very pleasant exporionce fo the Froncs
mind to touch the rock of human brotherhood; but here the pleasure
is mixed with some uneasiness. Actually, English lyrics are different,

ts e Renaissace sound so much

25 a key to the difference of character botwoen the two nations. what
he meant was not the finished product, but the actual making of 1
en, if the reader follows that example and gocs back to the origins]

roy s m a ho;
quality, these had vanished in translation. Why? lzienuse what
tors i i

that it be no translation but another creation, in a difforent language,
by another poct.

Perhaps it would be interesting to sce by a few examples the
reluctance of the poem to bo translated. The French language likes
precision logical articulations; it is rich in abstract words. easily
tempted by elegancos of spech which all kill the frash and dirast vigor
of the original and_smother its cristalline vibrations.

For instance Michael Drayton:

And T am glad, yen glad with all my heart.
That ths s leants T myselt et

becomes, with deadly long words:

Bt que jo suis heureuz, de tout mon coeur heureus
D'avoir” ai- promplement do vous pu ma deprondue,

or John Donne:

Though sho wero true when you mt fer
Aud ast 6 Sou wite Sous ot
Yot aho

Wihe

Falss ero I come to two or threo

gives in translation:
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Franche quand tu Vas decouserte
Auant gue ton il wadeis

e
Bn '2?72..,1«5.{ @ deuz o troie.
And here is what French logie and precision does in Walter
Raleigh:
tongue a heart of
e o R
conur felleus succide o automne
i falteurs propos de miel au printomps

As for the fear of directness:

1t all the world and love were young,

Apd i every shepherd's tongue
Thes pret ron i Mmemuvn
To T Wil B and b

L' Amour et le monds ont-ile peu de jou
Bergers nlonteih point 1a langue traibresse?
i mon, co projet de_plaisirs me presse

De ‘vivre avec loi d'tire tes amours.

And “taste” so transforms an image of Wordsworth:

Thou hadst & vojos whose sound was like tho sea:
od heavens, m-mm, rce,
B i St et o S vy ..

Ta voix asait le son de la Mer; et len Cieuz
Btaient comme toi purs, libres, majestuenz.
Tu cheminas pourtant sur nos routes de terre . . .

There is one poem which did ot suffer from the translation. It is
Robert, Herrick's To Anthea, where the poet affirms his obedience to
every fancy of his lady love in fact, there we have more psychology
than_anything clse; thence the success of the translation.
ut, in truth, such comparisons may be dangerous and misleading:
y may give tho impression that some translations are better than
the ‘others, when in fact they all are either excellent—as far as
s—or impotent—as far us real poetry gots—; which failure is not
$0 Do ascribod o the e of this or that French expreesion, but o the
rhole Frencl language where every letter, every syllable, évery. word
has to pay for not having been the fool of Shakespeare, Sidney or Keats,
There is a French poetry, as great as the English, buf in French.
The conelusion is cloar. Everybody will agree that most of the
aesthetic qualities of a novel can survive in translation; but if we
gomo to lrieal potry. wo rali (hat s sssetes i & specfl emotion
it has the power to ercate in the eader. How?, By giving him . se
5y,  feoling of completoness born from & combination of
7liabiss Which, aa (e diforant tonalitis of & Pisting of the o of
& musical phrase, aro in relation both with one another and with the
sensibility of the reader.
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The French person will enjoy her own language in M. Balden-
sperger’s translations; if she looks for the “English soul”, as the naive
and perhaps rovealing expression goes, she will the poems in
English. ~ Perhaps, in the Dast, if those who had the destinies of their
countries in their hands had thought in terms of Iyrical Poetry as well

i terms of economics and politics, they would ‘naye. bechid what
carias s attention must be given o the necessary but always ey’
gatious building of common grounds, beeusa the ey remain;
it is hopod that they remaing for they sies Me s value, but merged,
a4 the poatry lover operates in himsolf {he communion of thy Moy
il nes into something greater than themselves whether
call it God or a better humanity.

G. LaFxumie

SaINT GEoRGE OR THE DragoN: Towarps A CHRISTIAN
'EMOCRACY. By Lord Elton. Collins, 1942,

The publishers make the hold claim that this is “the book for
Which so many have boen waiting.” At loast it 1t oo r stimulate
gofirses of thought which were long ago overdue, and for whosy neglect
a fearful price continues to be paid,

Lord Elton summons his readers to escape from tho chaos of
competing and contradictory “expert” voices that bid us explain_this

War as due to economic hardship or to political misunderstanding,

in of the s
own specialty, so that his own peculiar critical apitudes (too long
iinderestimated by the world) wil alone serve to find (s way out,
is one to which the economist, the internations] lawyer or the politieal

01
Dot be the right physician to treat the case—an'altaris which
was, of course, unthinkablo!

{0, this book, writton with exquisite clarity of style, Lord Elton
fotepporth how it was 1o removablo misunderstanding pn: davedl Lo
fundamental confict of values which eansed the wedd disorder, how
underlying ull apparent dispute about, mere means was a soosras ey
ends, and how—to uso again the medieal metaphor. oy notoriously
s moduotive conferences have thus failed because thoy have b,
Spmuch treatment of mero symptoms rather than of the sevecc o

ease.
A book to be read, and re-read.
H. L8,
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Tre Book o SvarL. By Emily Carr. Oxford University Press.
Pp. 245.

Canaa ax Duerr, By Axumr S. Bourinot. Ryerson Pross,
Toronto. Pp. 1

TrE Sk was My men. By Mary E. McCullough. Ottawa
(Le Droit Print) Pp. 48.

Tas Ner or Dreavs. By Kathryn B, . Colquhoun. New York
(Henry Harrison). Pp.3

WrLrmep CAMPBELL: A STUDY 1N Lm ProviNciaL Vietor-
1axsy. By Carl F. Klinek. Ryerson Press, Toronto.
Pp. 280.

who have read Klee Wyck will need no urging to read The

Baak of Smal; thosa who have not heawd of Miss Carr have two treats
store. lnke its pmdwmor, The Book uj ‘Small In genuinp Can

s Carr herself when she was the small member

The first half of the book is autobiography; we

e
see the world of Victoria, B.C., through the eyes of a sensitive, observant
chil Carr household was brought up to respect the lsnhbuh,

i 1 Comoll” miseed

he style of writing changes to suit the mmm
‘We seo new seotions of the old trading post growing up and cl
o meet sl typos of people, some amuging and some pathotic Thess
nghaﬁ immigrants who long for England and, when they
agait find 1t groptly changed. There ave tho old pentiemen vl
took exan‘:jxsn hy “idriving” their horses: aotually the horses saunterod
unti

obliging

uring effoct of immi
Drayton's hest ballads and of the finest broadside ballads. In great
‘art ho has been sucoostul i the frst seetion one oA heas the tread a!
marching men and Fate. ' Somo of the shorter lyries are
turned. At times, however, Mr. Bourinot, in his desire to approach mh.
directness of ordinary specch in diction and freedom, falls flat.

example, to the present roview the last three linos ‘of the {nllow'mg
quotation are nothing but bad prose:
its beaches
fown.
lod by & high sea wall,

“wire,

‘machine guns,
Tho Esplanads belund And the harbour,
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Cullough deliglted in ur northern seasons, and so déserilses thems wach
 sure senso of colour and beauty. Sho had a simpler dee rebpio:
{aith, which colours many of the poems. "Forkaps the incs pocs
the book is For A Dead Soldier, a veally beautiful and moving swmner
Twolines of another poem might be aken to xpress our sense of lasm o4
the early death of this gifted singer of the Ottawa Valley:
Thero i s0 mush of besuty: God i good;
"Tha days aro far 100 sho 10 hold fal
iss Kathryn Colqulioun, who lives in Toronto, is sometimes
pseudo-romantic, sometimes ‘sentimental, and sometimes e
simple and direct, Itis all t00 casy to imagine onesef eseaping jate siy
Iand of faery, but it is very difficult to write o simply 1a B o
quhoun docs'in The Storm King's Challenge, Who Dics for Fraedomm:
Lives, and the beautiful Soldier's Mothor:
Sho gaid, “Ho il come again
Though days aro weaty and long,
Ho il como up the winding tune
Binging his old time song.

Ho will come when the moon is bright,
Up the path that e used 1o tréad,

For I hcar bis song in the nigh,
And I kuow that o is not dead.”

Sketches along the Shore is a well wrought poem, somewhat in the
style of the imagists. Miss Colquhoun could well afford o forget the
Romanticists and the Irish School, and concentrate on such simple,
moving poems as the above.

One wonders whother a full dress study of Wilfred Campbell was
necessary. Of all the pocts of the “Sixties”, Campbell was the weakost
asacraffsman. His personality, at least to the world at large, seemed at

(3
&
8
i

e 6 him, and his later swing to the Imperialist camp
after he had received, as it is now called by the Left Wing, the *arin.
toaratic embrace.” His attempts at drama were futile, and Professor
Klink might better have omitted the chapter treating of them. As a
critic, ho was almost hopoless: his opinions of Wordsworth, Arnold,
Meredith, and others were amazingly stupid and parochial. His plans.
for Imperial federation and his attempt to overthrow Darwinism show
his limitations in thought. Yet, in his day, Campbell was considered.
especially in Britain, our greatest poot.

The sub-title of Professor Klink's work— A Study in Late Provincial
Victorianism—is the justification of the book. Professor Klin
the cultural life—or lack of it—in Ontari
He traces tho pioneer, middle-class, Puritan attitude towards letters
and art; he is very good in his sketch of Ontario's attitude toward
drama and road companies. He notes the penetration of ican
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literature and literary ideals. One sees a typical resident of Ontario
coming into contaet with the new seientific ideas, and sceking to build
a de(em,r uga,mut them and all their implications. When we uonxldsr
Campbell, Jme t worthy of a full-dress biography, but as the
focal point P 2 4100y of sariais, freads in the eulfoc) dovalopment of
On'.a,rm. o find Protassor Klink's book & real sonteibution t0 Canadian

lotter
B. M.

Brusxose: A Ponrrarr o Nova Scoria. By Dorothy Duncan.
Harper & Brothers, New York.

Tho wrior of {his ntertaining ook, explaing in her prologus
that a portrait, not a photograph, is ntende: sho fulfls this purpose
by such carefully planned intensifications and omissions as kee
high relief the rmum she judges 1o be most characteriatie, 1t Is &
clever piece of work—of the same class as the biography which recounts
by no means all that the biographer knows of the person “biographed,”
but is seleetive, with the purpose of revealing to the public a character
as known by one who knew it intimately.

ow, whother Miss Duncan has caught the dominant character
as contrasted with the occasional moods of Nova Scotia, there is room
for much debate. Af least it is good for us to see oursclves as we ara
seen by one who grew up far away, without our peculiar prejudices
(though doubiless with somo others of her own native place). She
writes in outline Nova Sootia’s histors, and in the light of it takes up
province with its varied inhabitants scetion by section, setting
o o (ke o Stamtd oo e et chy
as sho has judged scenery and institutions and people. Miss Dun
has a quick eyo: sho is outspoken, but she obviously loves Nova
Scotia, and love which is a biographer’s prerequisite should inspire
also a portrait painter. She is an American, whose affection for Nova
Scotia; begianing in a personal zomance, with whish sho engage the
reader's interest at the outset, is both deep and disc

The Nova Scotian reader, viewing the book so, ought not to be
annoyed at its eritical candor, It is a little ko Lytton Strachey's
Queen Vistoria, whose sharp sdges ought to have oxeited the reader

n some readers displayed,
otia exposes itself to the usual
fate ot istory much too rapid to be accurate. Her charming vivi

gift of contrast involve the usual temptation for one with h
fallont—what has been well called the temptation to “mad vk
and irrelevant, emj

Tastos diffor on the tavasion of our language by neologisms, and
T have said enough in compliment to the style of the book to do tho
author no injustice when I profest, in befulf of “iho.tonguo that
Mlton spoke,” against being told of a hip “bucking the Fundy tide”
b. fm“mouvaung" foroe (5. 343; o U tovn of Dighy springing
up overnight” (p. 65); of an, essay being “Tounded upon . point of

" (. 58); oF ot & point of view being valld” (p. 85 and b, 1805
of 8 building being “wapublioized” (p. 148), an engineering feat being
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(Szuble” (p. 180), and one experience being “different, than”" another
(p. 114). We expect this sort of hing in many writers now, but Miss
Duncan has powers too valusble to-ba thus sarred m st product
£y faults of speed or journalistio custom whieh her faste shomid s too
sensitive to miss.

roopust add that I am at o loss to know what she means on p. 112
by Presbyterians belioving in *the imminence of & Ged they could fear
berhiaps mors casily than they could trust,” She it writig of o Lo res
Jom servico in o Prosbyterian church, which impressed hee with chos

H.L.S.

AN INTRODUCTION TO Poriricar Ecovouy. By V. w. Bladen.
University of Toronto Press, $2.25.

orofessor Bladen has written an introductory text for Canadian
Students of Beonomics, not a comprehensivo fext, but ong e p iy
fone with cortain standard roferences, In his preface he wischy et
the student that understanding in this scieneo comes onjy o, ‘personal
acquaintance with the working life of mon in factories, flulis and offices.

ang
colleetivism,

Asa text, it is novel in form. The charm of written style alone
would distinguish it from others. The fact that the author cocks his
Nelson eyo towards a substantial part of the subject—hiding away

o jthe use of that apparatus in disoussions of the Ganadins g
ground, is perhaps unique in an ceonomics texthook,

The seleetion of the chapters of exposition i quite happy, The
e bopulation. with discussion of rates of change in greusth, sy
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chapter on newsprint. That on industrial combines allows an easy
introduction to different types of business competition and publie
policy of control of monopoly. The chapter on the wago earner. yields
fhe student an introduction to occupational status, to mobility, to
Wage rates, to eficiency, and to trado union aims and methods. Tn
short, the general analytieal descriptions of the Canadian scone aro
foss Haphazard than a mere reading of the chapter headings suggests.
They form an interpretation of almost the whole economic background
in Canada.

“Professor Bladen's method of exposition has to strike a nice balanco
between the principles and the topicals. And to-day the topical quickly
rocedes to the historical. Nevertheless, for those who have sipped too
many cocktails of enthusiasm for the new social order, a reading of this
ook will be & reminder that more things than going to War are necessary
o ereate better conditions in the Canadian economy, or in any other
complex system. S. Batss

Tra Gervay New Orper Iy Pouanp. Published by the
Polish Ministry of Information.

This is a terriblo record, setting forth—with abundant citation of
decroes and proclamations—the inhuman behavior of Hitler's
representatives in Poland. 1t tells of this horror in different manifes-
fations—of the reestablishment of “slavery” (which German high
officials do not hesitate to acknowledge under that very name), of the
Tnass deportations for forced labor, of the pillaging of property, of
‘meastres adopted against Jews such as it makes one ashamed for man-

Kind to sce expounded in their blasphemous and obscene detail.
The book i¢ issued, by the Polish Ministry of Information, and
should b read, at least in part, by everyone who is in danger of being
i ement”. Whether all the in-

in Belgium,

such talos in the telling, and not cven the strictest investigator of evi-

ence can take all the needful precautions. But, in this case, the short-

Wave radio has produced u situntion difforent from that of 1915.

Hitler, Gocring, Goebbels and the rest can be heard as they speak to
i of which theso ghastly crueltios aro an

d.
echo many times, from the sort of publicist who shows himself impartial
by giving always the benefit of the doubt to charges against his own.
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Soumtrymen. It is quite certain that a like endeayor in enemy interest
will be tried again in si it is afe. B
such as T'he German New Order in Poland shaulq SErve to profect the
general public against. such characteristio fmpostues by the intellect-
uals.  For its reader in Britan |, i

if he s told that all belligerent nations apy alike, it is hard o suggest an
;da_qgmw reply. Probably, howevr, ho will find one—short, sharp and

lecisive,

H. LS

TrE Sociar Deverormest o CANaDA. By S. D. Clark.
The University of Toronto Press, Toronto, 1942,
Pp. 484.

This volumo does not claim to be more than an introductory
study of the social development of Canada witl particular reforence to
sociological problems. It i lessa history than » selection of documents

it .

On the theory that social organizatig up to the present century
o, My pnse to the opening up of now areas of econommss
exploitation, Mr. Clark takes the rather inadequate oconomie pegs of
fur-trade, the fisheries, timber and mining for N France, the Mari-
time Provinces, Upper Canada, and Brith. Columbia and ‘the Yukon
Jespectively, and on each of these pegs ho hangs hie documents to illus-
trate what stops wero taken to provide for soc welfare, to punish
erime, to dissominate culture and o foster religion. In the fifth section
of his boole, he looks upon the present sentuts o the cra of the indus-
tria] sapitalist society, and scloots and groups his dootate on the same
principlo and under the same hendings aa in first four sootions.
Bach section is provided with s introduction, designed to fif
the documents into his seheme of classifieatios and to show how they
illustrate his thesis. Tho documents themmatrs. o interesting as far
a8 they go and, fogother with the introductory comments, should
gsos 8 guide for moro dotailed investigations and contribute to-
wards more definite conclusions. o
.CH,

THE RED RiveR Vapimy 1811-1849. By John Perry Pritchett.
Brimisn CoLunnra anp THE UNITED SraTHS. By W, W, Howay,
W. N. Sage and H. F. Angus. Yale University Press

and the Ryerson Press, New Haven and Toronto,
1942, Pp. xvii, 295 and xv, 408.

In The Red River Valley Dr. Pritohett first discusses the geograph-
ical features which gave 4 natural ity {0 the whole territory on
both sides of the present boundary. He then devotes the greater
Part of the volume o a study of the Red Riyer Colony from 1811,
when settlement began, to 1849, when the colonists established freedom
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of trade as against the munapnlﬂ of the Hudson’s Bay Company. In

his final chapter ho discusses the rival forces which were compet

gives the most. comploto history of British Columbia thi has yat
appeared, from the beginning of Anglo-American competition in the
mzmlimg fur-trade, long before British Columbia came into existence

the part on the era of confederation by Dr. Sage, the more recent
industrial and international aspects of the history by Drofessor
gus. . Thus expert knowledge has been pooled to produce a com-
prehensive and authorifative work.
Both these regional studies have added considerably to the stock
of ideas which will have to be incorporated in the final synthesis of
the Canadian-American Relations series.

D.C. H.

Care Brerox Over. By Clara Dennis. The Ryerson Press.
$3.50.

This volume completes a series on Nova Seotia; the first Down
in Nova Scotia, the second More About Nova Scotia, and the third aud

descend the mines at Glaco Bay and follow ] out under
the sea, or to ride the eable car “propelled by musele” from bluff to
bluff across the two hundred-foot chasm at St. s, Circling the

P
Highland traditions and living Gaelic tongue. (One reads with somy
surprise that such a well-informed writer had ot sooner heard of Giant
MacAskill)

A readable interosting volume, giving the stranger an excellont
introduction to Cape Breton. For the better acquaintanee of our own
people with their own province, this with its two companion volumes
might well be placed in every school library,

G. FARQUEAR.
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Marg Twary ar Work. By Bernard Devoto. Cambridge.
Harvard University Pross.

Tpon the death of Albert Bigelow Paine in 1938, Mr. Devoto was
appointed custodian of the Mark Tyain papers. He has spont the
years since in going through them. The first gleaning was Mark
Twain in Eruplion, which appeared in 1940, and this s the sccond, show-
ing Tyain's methods of writing.

Mr., Devoto does well to point out that Twain took so long to
finish Huckleberry Finn because at first the book was a mere scries of
episodes, pointed in no particular direction, and without relationship
10 one another. Only later did ho “mako the raft's journey a procession
{hrough the society of the Middle South”. The weak ending of the book
is nccounted for beeause the author attempted to improvise, and *‘when
Mark improvised, he nearly always wrote extravaganza”

Tt is pointed out that Mrs. Clemens has been unjustly accused of
mutilating her husband’s manuscripts, but Mr. Devoto shows that
between an early and a final version of Huck Finn, Twain himself made
over forty corrections. The changes are made in’ the direction of con-
Yemporary good taste: “Damn’ is reduced to “blamo’’; in a singlo pass-
age “drunker,” and “drunk” are lessened to “tighter” and “mellow”;
“gin-mill" is changed to “doggery”.

‘Mr. Devoto shows that Mark's greatest ability in tho novel was the
one most important to the novelist,tho life-giving power: * Huckleberry
Finn swarms with it. Voices come out of a fog, or & pair of anonymous
nigger-chasers drift by in a skiff, or Sister Hotchkiss gabbles in the
kitohen—and something alive and true has been sct down.”

The eritic rightly fecls that “Nigger Jim is, of course, the book's
heroie character—and Mark created only two other herocs, Pudd'n-

ilson and Joan of Arc.”

We are glad to see it again pointed out that Swift never rose so
high in his satire as Mark does when Huck meditates on Jim's intention
to livo an abolitionist stel his children if their owner will not sell
them:

“Tt, most, froze me to hoar such talk. He wouldn't ever dared to talk
such talk in his 1fa_befora. _Just soo what o difference it mado to him the
n sdged e was about free. 1t was accarding to the old saying, ‘Give
g an nch and hot tako an ells Tiink 1, this s what comes of oy not
ing, which
ight 084 icfooed and saving o would ssnl bis Ghildren—children that
belonged to a man I didn't aven know, & man that hadn't ever done me no

Tt is prohably justly contended that the loss of Twain's fortune
and tho death of his favorite daughtor in 1896 adversely affected his
art, and were responsible for his producing nothing of ontstanding
‘merit after The Conneclicut Yankee, “forever grappling with the most
ferriblo foar thut any artist can fecl: the fear that his talent has been
drained_away. -

t was shortly after writing his friend Dr. Twichell, T am work-
ing, but it is for the sake of work—the ‘surcease of sorrow that is found
there, " that he produced Following the Equator, the dullest of his bool
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the writing of which was a laborious and sometimes agonizing task.
His writings (hereafter were mostly futile attempts to complete things
o started; “Last summer I started 16 things wrong, 3 books and 13
magazina articles, and could only make 2 little wee things, 1300 words
aliogether, succesd—only that out of piles and stacks of diligently-
wrougl o labor of 6 weeks' unremitting effort”—this he wrote
his friend Willism Dean Howells in 1808.

“The reader is fold a number of interesting details about Twsin's
working hahits. For one thing, it was his custom to number inter-
Polated pages with a series of fractions. Then again, nearly all Twain's
manuseripts are written on single sheots of note paper si i
ot from Tolders, sometimes torn out of tablets or composition books,
but after 1880 usually machine cut.

Ovrin CLEMENS

Tas Lerrers or Jors McLouenuiy, from Fort Vancouver to
tho Governor and Committee, First Serios, 1825-38.
Edited by E. E. Rich, M.A., with an Introduction by
. Kaye Lamb, Ph.D. Toronto, The Champlain
Society, 1941. Pp. exxviii, 374. Map and frontis-
piece: John MecLoughlin.

This volume is the fourth in the Hudson's Bay Company series
of the Publications of the Champlai; iety, and introduces the
story of that Company’s activiti the Pacific Coast, through the
correspondence of C| John MeLoughlin and the Governor
and other officials of tho Hudson's Bay Company. In these letters all
fhe Aiffeulties which MeLoughlin had with hostile Indians, rival
Russians and Americans, the conflicting interests of fur-trader and
sottler, transportation and food-supply, are set forth directly or
indircotly, and, with the help of Dr. Lamb's full introduction, the

jor may reconstruct the background of the Oregon Question which
Wa 50 vital in Anglo-American relations on the Pacific Coast almost
 hundred years ago. At that time it was the British, through the
fiudson's Buy Company, and the Russians and Americans who were
competing for the fur-trade and food-supply of the Pacific Coast;
but the settlements or compromises which they made became of
great_interest in Canad fcan relations after C i
Snd this is the justification of such a publication by The Champlain

jiety: for the history of all the British North American provinces
or ferritories i the legitimate historical background of the Dominion
of Canada as at present constituted. eE




136 THE DALHOUSIE REVIEW

LonpoN 1N Fraums. Lonpos 1 Grory. Pomus ox tHE Fing
AND REBUILDING oF Lonbox, 1666-1709. Edited by
Robert Aubin. Rutgers University Press. Pp. 383.
$4.50.

'his is & book to be dipped into from time to time. Prufessm'
Auhm . the Haoy oo o inging togother, with a minimu
editing, po written about the destruction of London in IBDB a.nd
the proud rebuilding of the city in the next few years. There are
thirty-two poems in the collection, at some may llm 'k in accurac)
they mako up in vividness; one gains an impression of confusion and

e
ing to_ Londoners to turn from their sins, especially the sin of not
approciating God s loving kindness i restoring Charles I1 o the throne.
Alas, as the years passed, the lesson was forgotten, for in the later
im s Londoners' pride in tho glory of the new city became rampant.
t is a pleasing bypath in the near-literature of an earlier age.
er will find food for thought in comparing the Great Firo of 106
e city with similar experiences and thoughts
in our own day. i

Jusr Muu Ey Mary Grannan. Published for Lha C.B. G
J. Gage & Co,, Toronto. Pp. 112. .6

Children and_ adults who have heard “Just Mary” with her
original stories will be glad that those stories are now available in
permanent form. Miss Grannan enters into the mind of the child
with unrring instinct, Animals, the Lady Moon, and chidren, ai
converse naturally in ih same ldnguage—us cvery child knows fhey

ta best in folk tales. - No morel obtrudes itself. Then, too, in vocab-

ulary them is uza element of repetition in which a child delights uncon-

sciously, and a primary teacher consciously. A wurd st bo said

about. the black and whlw marginal illustrations that catch admirably

the npmt o! the fales. I you mst buy a gift for & small child of ether
will solve your problem.

B. M.



