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Forrest Building
Address: 5869 University Av.
Start Date: April
27, 1887

Completion Date: September 1887

Architect: J. C.
P. Dumaresq

Renovation Date(s): 1921; 1945;
1947; 1958; 1960; 1983- 1985,
2002-

Contractor: A. E.
Milliken and Co.

Building History
The Forrest Building, being the only Dalhousie building from 1887
until 1914, was first known simply as the "new" Dalhousie College.
Dalhousie's location since its inception in 1818 had been on the
Grand Parade at Duke and Barrington Streets, but it had outgrown
this setting by 1885 and began negotiations with the city of Halifax
to sell the original building and relocate. The site of the new
campus, at the foot of Carleton Street and bordering Morris Street,
was favoured by many. It was central, yet separated from the
bustle of downtown, and with ample open space around it, athletic
activities and future expansion would now be possible.

The cornerstone was laid for the new Dalhousie College on April 27,
1887, by the Honourable Sir William Young, former Chief Justice of
Nova Scotia. It was Young's generous donation of $20,000 which
helped finance the building. The Forrest building cost approximately
$50,000, which was spent on a cash only basis, at Young's
stipulation. The contractors were A. E. Milliken and Company. The
building was completed for September 1887.

The Forrest Building was designed by architect J.G. Dumaresq, in a
style unique among Canadian universities at the time. The three-
storey brick building was designed as a basic beginning, with future
additions figuring in Dumaresq's original plans. The central tower
was 145 feet high, only ten feet lower than the Citadel. The interior
was spacious and bright, a great improvement over the old building,
and featured an arts library of 1400 square feet and a museum,
both convertible in classrooms.

The Forrest Building underwent repairs and alterations in 1921, and
in periodic years afterwards it had to be refurbished and renovated
for changing occupants. By 1979, it had to be closed during
construction on the Dentistry Building because it was feared the
blasting would cause it to collapse. By then it was decrepit and
virtually vacant. Refurbishing in 1983-1985, at a cost of $3.2
million, prepared the building to house the schools of Nursing,
Physiotherapy and Occupational Therapy. In 2002, a 5-year exterior
restoration project began which is restoring the brick, windows,
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Forrest Building Library and
Classroom, 1897

soffits, gutters, dormers, and the shingle roof.

Originally, the Forrest Building accommodated the entire university
as it then existed. With the development of the Studley campus,
dentistry, medicine and law remained behind. The building was
renamed the Forrest Building in 1919, after Dalhousie's third
President, Rev. John Forrest. Since 1985, the building has housed
the Nursing, Physiotherapy, and Occupational Therapy programs.

References

Top

Revised on 
Comments to the Webmaster

http://www.library.dal.ca/duasc/buildings/images/ForrestBuildingClassroom_PC1_19.1.jpg
http://www.library.dal.ca/duasc/digital.htm
mailto:archives@dal.ca?subject=The%20Buildings%20of%20Dalhousie


The Buildings of Dalhousie University - Forrest Building - References

http://www.library.dal.ca/duasc/buildings/ForrestRefs.htm[5/19/2015 10:39:03 AM]

The Buildings of Dalhousie University
 

Buildings Home

About the Project

Chronology

Building Index

Contact Us

 

Forrest Building, n.d.

 

Forrest Building, n.d.

 

Forrest Building - Street Scene, n.d.

Forrest Building
Address: 5869 University Av.
Start Date: April
27, 1887

Completion Date: September 1887

Architect: J. C.
P. Dumaresq

Renovation Date(s): 1921; 1945;
1947; 1958; 1960; 1983- 1985,
2002-

Contractor: A. E.
Milliken and Co.

References
Photographs

Board of Governors Minutes 1945-1967

Forrest Building. Pharos. 1949.
The Forrest building. [exterior and interior]. Pharos. 1948.

Dalhousie Gazette

[Forrest Building]. Dalhousie Gazette. April 8, 1976, p. 12.

Dalhousie University Photograph Collection

Aerial views of campus (Carleton) - includes images of the
Clinical Research Centre, Carleton Building, Burbidge Building,
Forrest Building, and Dentistry Building. c1925-1965. PC1,
14.1.
Biology Department - Green House, Forrest Building. n.d. PC1,
20.30.
Dalhousie 1897 - Book containing photographs of faculty,
graduating students, and Forrest Building interiors and
exteriors. 1897. PC1, 19.1.
Forrest Building - Before Renovations in 1981. 1981. PC1, 2.2.
Forrest Building - Exterior. c1930-1939. PC1, 31.14.
Forrest Building - Exterior. n.d. PC1, 19.11.
Forrest Building - Interior. n.d. PC1, 19.10.
Forrest Building [exterior]. n.d. PC1, 30.5
Forrest Building and construction of Public Health and
Outpatient Clinic. February 1923. PC1, 31.18.
Public Health and Medical Sciences Building and Forrest
Building. April 1925. PC1, 31.21.
Public Health Clinic and Forrest Building. May 1930. PC1,
31.21.

Pharos Yearbook

http://www.library.dal.ca/duasc/buildings/index.htm
http://www.library.dal.ca/duasc/buildings/about.htm
http://www.library.dal.ca/duasc/buildings/chron.htm
http://www.library.dal.ca/duasc/buildings/list.htm
mailto:archives@dal.ca?subject=Building%20Histories%20Digital%20Collection
http://www.library.dal.ca/duasc/buildings/images/ForrestBldg_DalHistoric.3.jpg
http://www.library.dal.ca/duasc/buildings/images/ForrestBldg_ForrestBldg.3.jpg
http://www.library.dal.ca/duasc/buildings/images/ForrestBldg_StreetScene_ForrestBldg.11.JPG


The Buildings of Dalhousie University - Forrest Building - References

http://www.library.dal.ca/duasc/buildings/ForrestRefs.htm[5/19/2015 10:39:03 AM]

 

Forrest Building as it was in the
1800s [sic], 1929 (photo dated

September 1977)

 

Forrest Building restoration, 1983

 

Forrest Building - Staircase, n.d.

 

[Forrest Building.] Pharos. 1936, p. 8.
[Forrest Building]. Pharos. 1941.
[Forrest building]. Pharos. 1942, p. 36.
[Panoramic view of Carleton campus with Forrest Building and
Public Health Clinic]. Pharos. 1937, p. 6-7.
[Public Health Clinic and Forrest Building]. Pharos. 1930, p.
21.
Forrest building [drawing]. Dalhousie University Yearbook.
1928, p. 44.
Forrest Building, Carleton Campus [drawing]. Pharos. 1929, p.
62.
Forrest Building--The Second Dalhousie--Erected 1887
[drawing]. Dalhousie University Yearbook. 1927, p. 58.
Forrest scene. Pharos. 1946, p. 14, 15.
The Forrest Building. Pharos. 1947, p. 12.

PR Photos

(Work on Forrest Building - Crane and Worker). September
13, 1984. Forrest Building [file], Item 14.
[Forrest Building - Staircase]. n.d. Forrest Building [file], Item
22.
Dal Campus Job Means 100 Jobs [-] Forrest Building
[newspaper clipping]. August 19, 1983. Forrest Building [file],
Item 30.
Forrest Bldg [2 images]. n.d. Forrest Building [file], Item 3.
Forrest Bldg [newspaper clippings: text and graphic].
September 13, 1984. Forrest Building [file], Item 33.
Forrest Bldg restoration. 1983. Forrest Building [file], Item 18.
Forrest Bldg, 1928, Dalhousie University. 1928. Forrest
Building [file], Item 12.
Forrest Bldg, Dalhousie University[,] 1928. 1927-28. Forrest
Building [file], Item 26.
Forrest Bldg. 1927-28. Forrest Building [file], Item 27.
Forrest Bldg. n.d. Forrest Building [file], Item 4.
Forrest Building (-) The"Old Red Tower" of the Dalhousie Song
has been removed. 1928. Forrest Building [file], Item 23.
Forrest Building [street scene]. n.d. Forrest Building [file],
Item 11.
Forrest Building as it was in the 1800s [sic]. [1929; photo
dated September 1977]. Forrest Building [file], Item 9.
Forrest Building Restoration. 1983. Forrest Building [file], Item
15.
Forrest Building restoration. 1983. Forrest Building [file], Item
19.
Forrest Building, 1928. 1928. Forrest Building [file], Item 10.
Forrest Building. n.d. Dalhousie - Historic [file], Item 3.
Forrest restoration gets go-ahead [newspaper clippings: text
and graphics]. March 3, 1984. 2 pgs. Forrest Building [file],
Item 38.
Forrest restoration gets go-ahead [reproduction of newspaper
graphic]. n.d. Forrest Building [file], Item 28.
Forrest to get facelift... [reproduction of newspaper graphic].
April 1, 1982. Forrest Building [file], Item 5.
Green House, Forrest Bldg. n.d. Forrest Building [file], Item 1.
The Forrest Building (foyer and stairway) [reproduction of
newspaper graphic]. [1983]. Forrest Building [file], Item 17.
The Forrest Building being restored. 1983. Forrest Building
[file], Item 16.
The Forrest Building located on University Avenue is another

http://www.library.dal.ca/duasc/buildings/images/ForrestBldgAsItWasInThe1800s_ForrestBldg.9.JPG
http://www.library.dal.ca/duasc/buildings/images/ForrestBldgRestoration_ForrestBldg.18.JPG
http://www.library.dal.ca/duasc/buildings/images/ForrestBldg_Staircase_ForrestBldg.22.jpg


The Buildings of Dalhousie University - Forrest Building - References

http://www.library.dal.ca/duasc/buildings/ForrestRefs.htm[5/19/2015 10:39:03 AM]

The Forrest Building located on
University Avenue is another of

Dalhousie University's older
educational buildings, n.d.

 

The Forrest Building being restored,
1983

 

Green House, Forrest Building, n.d.

of Dalhousie University's older educational buildings. n.d.
Dalhousie - Historic [file], Item 5.
Work on Forrest Building[,] for Dal News. September 13,
1984. Forrest Building [file], Item 13.

Reference Files

Forrest Building - Postcards. 1930? MS-1-Ref, 3.14.

University News

"A walking tour of Dalhousie" [aerial photo]. University News
Special Edition. September 1977, p. 4-5.
"Forrest to get facelift." University News. April 1, 1982, p. 1.

Publications

Annual Reports of the President of Dalhousie University.
Toronto: Carswell Co., Ltd., Bookbinders. 1915-1916, 1921-
1922.
Years of Growth and Change: Dalhousie University 1963-64 to
1975-76: The President's Report.

Books

Waite, Peter B. The Lives of Dalhousie University. Vol. 1, Ch.
6, 7, 9. Montreal: McGill- Queen's University Press, 1994.

Dal News

"Carleton campus re-Forrested." Dal News. October 23, 1985,
p. 3.
"Forrest project on target." Dal News. November 24, 1983, p.
1.
"Forrest restoration means jobs for NS tradesmen." Dal News.
September 22, 1983, p. 4.
"Life in the Forrest." Dal News. September 13, 1984, p. 2.
Watson, Stuart. "Life in the Forrest." Dal News. September
13, 1984, p. 2.
Wilkins, Gina. "Forrest project on target." Dal News.
November 24, 1983, p. 1.

Dalhousie Alumni Magazine

"Forrest Building gets new look, new life." Dalhousie Alumni
Magazine. Fall 1985, p. 10- 11.

Dalhousie Gazette

"Actual flame supersedes hot air at Forrest building."
Dalhousie Gazette. January 21, 1926, p. 1.
"Dal sets $16,000,000 as campaign target; plans include new
Med building." Dalhousie Gazette. October 3, 1962, p. 1.
"The New College Building." Dalhousie Gazette 19.12 (May
1887): p. 153-154.
"The New University Building." Dalhousie Gazette 19.3

http://www.library.dal.ca/duasc/buildings/images/TheForrestBldg_DalHistoric.5.jpg
http://www.library.dal.ca/duasc/buildings/images/TheForrestBldgBeingRestored_ForrestBldg.16.JPG
http://www.library.dal.ca/duasc/buildings/images/GreenHouse_ForrestBldg_ForrestBldg.1.JPG


The Buildings of Dalhousie University - Forrest Building - References

http://www.library.dal.ca/duasc/buildings/ForrestRefs.htm[5/19/2015 10:39:03 AM]

(November 1886): p. 29-33.
"They claimed it couldn't be done; a symbiotic union - Studley
& Forrest Campi" [campus map]. Dalhousie Gazette. October
19, 1955, p. 2.
[Editorial]. Dalhousie Gazette 19.2 (November 1886): p. 22.
[Editorial]. Dalhousie Gazette 19.4 (December 1886): p. 51.
[Editorial]. Dalhousie Gazette 19.5 (December 1886): p. 66-
67.
[Editorial]. Dalhousie Gazette 20.1 (November 1887): p. 8-9.
[Forrest Building]. Dalhousie Gazette. 45.8 (1913): p. *.
[Forrest Building]. Dalhousie Gazette. October 27, 1950, p. 2.
Brewster, F.M. "Pictures of Studley Gates and Forrest Building
to grace front page of Gazette." Dalhousie Gazette. January
18, 1929, p. 1.
Forrest Building [drawing]. Dalhousie Gazette. November 27,
1925, p. 5.
McDonald, Melissa. "Forrest gets facelift." Dalhousie Gazette.
October 17, 1985, p. 5.

Dalhousie News

"Forrest Building gets facelift." Dalhousie News. November 13,
2002, p. 3.

Dalhousie University Scrapbooks

Dalhousie University Scrapbooks [newspaper clippings from
across Canada pertaining to Dalhousie]. c1924-1959. 13
boxes of bound scrapbooks.

The Daily News

"Dal Campus Job Means 100 Jobs." The Daily News. August
19, 1983, p. 4.

University News

"A walking tour of Dalhousie." University News. September
1977, p. 4-5.
"Forrest building project underway." University News. October
7, 1982, p. 3.
"Forrest restoration gets go-ahead." University News. March
31, 1983, p. 1.
"Forrest restoration gets go-ahead." University News. March
31, 1983, p. 1.
"Government approves funding for Forrest building."
University News. December 10, 1981, p. 4.
Kerr, Cathy. "Forrest to get facelift, house Health Professions."
University News. April 1, 1982, p. 1, 8.
Kerr, Cathy. "Forrest to get facelift, house Health Professions."
University News. April 1, 1982, p. 1.
Mann, Derek. "Forrest restoration gets go-ahead." University
News. March 31, 1983, p. 1-2.

Textual Records

Board of Governors Minutes 1800-1945

Architects -- Architect returns commission as donation. BoG
Minutes. August 30, 1886. BoG Minutes. MS-1-1, A-4, p. 145.



The Buildings of Dalhousie University - Forrest Building - References

http://www.library.dal.ca/duasc/buildings/ForrestRefs.htm[5/19/2015 10:39:03 AM]

Architects -- Building Committee -- Architect to estimate cost
of alterations. BoG Minutes. May 25, 1871. MS-1-1, A-3.
Architects -- Building Committee -- Report concerning erection
of new College. BoG Minutes. May 14, 1886. MS-1-1, A-4, p.
133.
Architects -- Building Committee -- Report of sub-committee.
BoG Minutes. August 8, 1886. MS-1-1, A-4, p. 141.
Architects -- Building Committee -- Report on architect's plan.
BoG Minutes. March 12, 1886. MS-1-1, A-4, p. 119.
Architects -- Dumaresque, Architect for new building. BoG
Minutes. October 18, 1886. MS-1-1, A-4, p. 149.
Architecture -- Tenders -- referred to architect for inspection.
BoG Minutes. October 12, 1886. MS-1-1, A-4. p. 145.
Building Committee -- Report on the building of the College.
BoG Minutes. August 23, 1888. MS-1-1, A-4, p. 185.
Building, Second -- Application for room in College for music
classes. BoG Minutes. May, 1895. MS-1-1, A-4, p. 247.
Building, Second -- Architecture -- Architect returns
commission as donation. BoG Minutes. August 30, 1886. MS-
1-1, A-4, p. 145.
Building, Second -- B. [sic] Milliken & Co., Moncton -- Contract
for new building accepted. BoG Minutes. October 27, 1887(6?
). MS-1-1, A-4, p. 151.
Building, Second -- Boiler to be stripped and examined. BoG
Minutes. March 31, 1903. MS-1-1, A-4, p. 297.
Building, Second -- Brickwork in need of repair. BoG Minutes.
July 7, 1890. MS-1-1, A-4, p. 211.
Building, Second -- Building Committee -- Effect repairs. BoG
Minutes. October 8, 1912.
Building, Second -- Building Committee -- Effect repairs. BoG
Minutes. October 8, 1912. MS-1-1, A-5, p. 128.
Building, Second -- Building Committee -- Prepare report
concerning progress of building and grounds. BoG Minutes.
April 7, 1888. MS-1-1, A-4, p. 173.
Building, Second -- Changes in rooms and heating. BoG
Minutes. July 6, 1896. MS-1-1, A-4, p. 255.
Building, Second -- Finance Committee -- Borrow sums to
complete the building. BoG Minutes. October 3, 1887. MS-1-1,
A-4, p. 167.
Building, Second -- Finance Committee -- Effect repairs to
College Building. BoG Minutes. July 12, 1901. MS-1-1, A-4, p.
276.
Building, Second -- Repairs to be made to the roof. BoG
Minutes. March 16, 1908. MS-1- 1, A-5, p. 31.
Building, Second -- Report of repairs. BoG Minutes. September
25, 1900. MS-1-1, A-4, p. 270.
Building, Second -- Rooms allocated. BoG Minutes. December
20, 1888. MS-1-1, A-4, p. 188.
Building, Second -- Young, Sir William -- Lay corner stone of
the New College. BoG Minutes. March 28, 1887. MS-1-1, A-4,
p. 157.
Buildings -- Electric wiring of. BoG Minutes. November 17,
1933; January 29, 1934. MS- 1-1, A-8, p. 92.
Costs, Building -- Anatomy, Department of -- Appropriation
for. BoG Minutes. May 9, 1945. MS-1-1, A-9.
Costs, Building -- Milliken -- Estimate of contractor's work.
BoG Minutes. October 3, 1887. MS-1-1, A-4, p. 167.
Dumaresq -- Tenders -- securities named. BoG Minutes.
October 13, 1886. MS-1-1, A-4, p. 147.
Forrest Building -- Costs, Building -- Repairs. BoG Minutes.



The Buildings of Dalhousie University - Forrest Building - References

http://www.library.dal.ca/duasc/buildings/ForrestRefs.htm[5/19/2015 10:39:03 AM]

May 12, 1933. MS-1-1, A-8, p. 74.
Forrest Building -- Costs, Building -- Use for anatomy. BoG
Minutes. April 15, 1933. MS-1- 1, A-8, p. 71.
Forrest Building -- Name Carleton Street building "The Forrest
Building." BoG Minutes. September 4, 1918. MS-1-1, A-5, p.
228.
Forrest Building -- Power, Miss Mary -- Letter dated 13
January, 1919 approving of the name, Forrest Building. BoG
Minutes. April 25, 1919. MS-1-1, A-5, p. 244.
Forrest Building -- Repairs completed. BoG Minutes. July 25,
1921. MS-1-1, A-6, p. 91.
Forrest Hall -- Fire escape for. BoG Minutes. April 27, 1943.
MS-1-1, A-9.
Insurance -- Forrest Building -- Appraisal of. BoG Minutes.
August 12, 1919. MS-1-1, A- 5, p. 253.
Insurance -- Forrest Building -- Insurance. BoG Minutes. July
25, 1921. MS-1-1, A-6, p. 91.

Board of Governors Minutes 1945-1967

Building, Forrest -- Alterations to. BoG Minutes. July 8, 1947.
MS-1-1, A-11, p. 109.
Building, Forrest -- Inspection of Departments in the attic.
BoG Minutes. October 7, 1947. MS-1-1, A-11, p. 119.
Building, Forrest -- Official re-opening. BoG Minutes. August
31, 1948. MS-1-1, A-11, p. 167.

PR Photos

"David Olie - Dal Gazette borrowed..." [handwritten note].
October 15, 1985. Forrest Building [file], Item 32.
A Celebration of Heritage and Promise - Thomas P. O'Neill, Jr.
Library [booklet: program for the Thomas P. O'Neill, Jr.
Library Dedication Ceremony]. Boston: Boston College, 1983.
[16 pgs]. Forrest Building [file], Item 20.
Dalhousie University [-] Forrest Building Project [-] Budget.
May 20, 1983. Forrest Building [file], Item 6.
Dalhousie University...Rededication of the Forrest Building
[initial layout test sheet for the program for the titular
ceremony]. Halifax, NS: Dalhousie University, 1985. Forrest
Building [file], Item 31.
Dalhousie University...Rededication of the Forrest Building
[program for the titular ceremony] [copy 1]. Halifax, NS:
Dalhousie University, October 18, 1985. 8 pgs. Forrest
Building [file], Item 25.
Dalhousie University...Rededication of the Forrest Building
[program for the titular ceremony] [copy 2]. Halifax, NS:
Dalhousie University, October 18, 1985. 8 pgs. Forrest
Building [file], Item 34.
Forrest Bldg [photocopies of newspaper clippings: text and
graphic]. September 13, 1984. Forrest Building [file], Item 37.
Forrest Building gets new look, new life [reproduction of text
from titular article, from the Fall 1985 issue of Dalhousie
Alumni Magazine]. 1985. 5 pgs. Forrest Building [file], Item 8.
Forrest Building Rededicated After $3.15 Million Facelift [press
release]. Halifax, NS: Public Relations, Dalhousie University,
October 18, 1985. 4 pgs. Forrest Building [file], Item 21.
Forrest project on target [newspaper clipping]. November 24,
1983. Forrest Building [file], Item 29.
Life in the Forrest [photocopy of newspaper clipping].



The Buildings of Dalhousie University - Forrest Building - References

http://www.library.dal.ca/duasc/buildings/ForrestRefs.htm[5/19/2015 10:39:03 AM]

September 13, 1984. Forrest Building [file], Item 7.
MacKay, W. Andrew. Rededication of the Forrest Building [text
of titular speech]. October 18, 1985. 4 pgs. Forrest Building
[file], Item 24.
Maritime Provinces Higher Education Commission [-] Capital
Assistance [Application][:] Dalhousie University, Forrest
Building Renovation, Carleton Campus [Page 22 - Appendix IV
- Request for Final Approval; Page 21 - Appendix III; Page 23
- Appendix V - Anticipated Timing of Claims for Funds]. March
14, 1983. 3 pgs. Forrest Building [file], Item 35.
More Jobs for Nova Scotians [news release]. Halifax, NS:
Information Office, Dalhousie University, August 15, 1983. 2
pgs. Forrest Building [file], Item 36.

President's Office

Administration - Buildings - Forrest Building. 1911-1959. UA3,
235.6. N.B.: Material from 1955 on is closed.

Reference Files

New Dalhousie College (Forrest Building) - Dalhousie Gazette
article on the cornerstone ceremony. May 7, 1887. MS-1-Ref,
3.10.
New Dalhousie College (Forrest Building) - opening
celebration. February 1, 1888. From the Dalhousie Gazette.
MS-1-Ref, 3.11.
New Dalhousie College (Forrest Building) - renaming. Board of
Governor's Meeting minutes. November 22, 1918. MS-1-Ref,
3.12.
New Dalhousie College (Forrest Building) - Renaming.
November 22, 1918. MS-1-Ref, 3.11.
New Dalhousie College (Forrest Building) [engraving]. n.d.
MS-1-Ref, 3.9.
New Dalhousie College (Forrest Building) [newspaper
clippings]. April 28, 1887. MS-1- Ref, 3.8.
Rededication of the Forrest Building. October 18, 1985. MS-1-
Ref, 7.3.

Building History

Top

Revised on 
Comments to the Webmaster

http://www.library.dal.ca/duasc/digital.htm
mailto:archives@dal.ca?subject=The%20Buildings%20of%20Dalhousie

	http://www.library.dal.ca/duasc/buildings/Forrest.htm
	www.library.dal.ca
	The Buildings of Dalhousie University - Forrest Building - Building History


	http://www.library.dal.ca/duasc/buildings/ForrestRefs.htm
	www.library.dal.ca
	The Buildings of Dalhousie University - Forrest Building - References



