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Dalhousie Student Union 

Annual 
General Meeting 

Will be held on Wednesday, February 28th at 
6:00 pm in the Mcinnes Room, SUB 

In addition to a yearly update from the DSU executive 
we will be considering changes to our bylaws that 
would create a Board of Operations. The "function of 
the Board will be to oversee the operational aspects 
of the DSU, and it will be composed of the executive, 
six students at large, up to two alumni, and one 
staff member. 

DSU General Elections: 
The nomination period for the DSU general elections 
opened on February 12th. If you are interested in 
running for one of the ten positions available stop 
by the elections office in room 214, the DSU office, 
or the info desk to pick up a nomination form. You 
can also download the form from the DSU website, 
MW.dsu.ca. Nominations close on March 6th with 
ca;paigning from March 12th to 19th. You can contact 
the Chief Returning Officer Anneke Foster at 
e~ection@dal.ca or 494-1282 with ·any questions. You 
can also follow the workings of the elections 
committee on their blog at 
dsuelections2007.blogspot.com. 

The New DSU Website: 
On February 28tfi the DSU will be launching a 
version of our website www.dsu.ca. This new site -- -
been designed by the Dalhousie Chapter of 
Association of Computing Machinery (ACM). It 
have a sleek new look, improved functionality, 
will integrate with my.dsu.ca, and Tigerbooks. 
sure to check it out! 

Is Your Society Worthy of 'Society of the Year'? 

new 
has 
the 

will 
and 

Be 

Each year the DSU confers the Society of the Year 
award to a new society as well as an A, B, C, D, and 
E level society for outstanding achievements. These 
awards are presented at Student Appreciation Night -
a dinner, dance, and awards ceremony hosted in the 
Mcinnes Room of the SUB on Saturday March lOth, 2007 
(more information at my.dsu.ca). If your society is 
deserving of this award please submit a nominating 
letter to the office of the Vice President (Internal) 
located in room 222 of the SUB. Alternatively, the 
nominating letters can be emailed to dsuvpi@dal.ca. 
Nominations are due by March sth at 5:OOpm. 
Nominating letters must be less than 1000 words and 
should outline the society's achievements over the 
past year and reasons why the society should be 
granted this award. Best of luck! 

' 

"I earned my undergraduate degree, 
nowrwant 

apiece of 
the action" 

Meet Denise . 
To get the specialized focus that would help her zero in 
on her goals, Denise earned her Postgraduate Certificate 
in Marketing Management from Humber in only 2 semesters. 
She now works for one of Canada's top weather networks. 
We forecast a great future for her. 

Marketing Management, Postgraduate Certificate 

~· HUM 8 E R Get what you want. Apply now. 
The Busmess School Visit us at www.business.humber.ca 



Editor-in-Chief 
Rafal Andronowski 

editorra dalgazette.ca 

Copy Editor 
Jess McDiarmid 

copy .ca 

News Editors 
Reid Southwick 

Katie May 
ne ~E>t> .ca 

Opinions I Photo Editor 
John Packman 

opinions lalqazette.ca 
photoiaJdalgazette. ca 

Arts & CuHure Editors 
laura Trethewey 
Ashleigh Gaul 

arts• ·dalgazette.ca 

Sports Editors 
Joey Ryba 

Colleen Cosgrove 
sports< >dalgazette.ca 

Oflke Manager 
BallY Knight 

office· ri-dalgazette.ca 

Susan 

A ''staff contributor" is a member of the paper defim•d as 
a per&on who has had three volunteer articles, or photo· 
graphs ofrea•onable length, and /or substance published in 
three different issues within the current publishing year. 

Tile Gazette is the official written record of Dalhousie Uni · 
versity since 1868 and is open to participation from all stu­
dents. It is published weekly during the academic year by 
the Dal/louse Gazette Publishing Society. 

111e Gazette is a student-run publication. Its primary pur­
pose is to report fairly and objectively on i'"ues of impor­
tance and interest to the students of Dalhousie University, 
to provide an open forum for the free expre'"ion and ex­
change of ideas, and to stimulate meaningful debate on 
issues that affect or would otherwise be of interest to the 
student body and/or society in general. 

Views expressed in the Hot or Not feature, The Word at Dal, 
and opinions section are solely those of the contributing 
writers, and do not necessarily represent the views of Tile 
Gazette or its staff. Views expressed in the Streeter feature 
are solely those of the person being quoted, and not The 
Gazette's writers or staff. All quotes attributed to Joey Ryba 
in the Streeter feature of this paper are written, in good hu­
mour, by staff, and do not necessarily represent the views of 
Joey Ryba. This publication is intended for readers 18 years 
of age or older. The views of our writers are not the explicit 
views of Dalhousie University. 

All students of Dalhousie University, as well as any inter­
ested parties on or off-campus, are invited to contribute 
to any section of the newspaper. Please contact the appro­
priate editor for submission guidelines, or drop by for our 
weekly volunteer meetings every Monday at 5:30 p.m. in 
room 312 of the Dal SUB. The Gazett4! reserves the right to 
edit and reprint all submissions, and will not publish mate­
rial deemed by its editorial board to be discriminatory, rac­
ist, sexist, homophobic or libellous. Opinions expressed in 
submitted letters are solely those of the authors. Editorials 
in The Gazetl4l are signed and represent the opinions of the 
writer(s), not necessarily those of The Gazette staff, Edito­
rial Board, publisher, or Dalhousie University. 
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CONTRIBUTORS FOR THIS ISSUE 

All contributions in this issue of The Gazette were made by the staff listed above and the 
following contributors: Catherine Holloway, Hugh Wallace, Magen Powell, Karyn Haag, 
Brittany Curran, Anna Fong, Kristin Slonsky, Kieran Hanley, Joel Durling, Justin 
Patterson, Kristin Pastemuk, Leslie Remming, U Dong, Jen Bond, Olrls Metter, 
JennHer Belanger and Tom Howells. 

The next contributor meeting will take place February 5th at 5:30 p.m. in Room 312 of the 
Dalhousie SUB. We need writers, photographers, Illustrators, readers and ideas. If you can 
contribute any of these, please drop us a line or come by the office. 

• In issue 139-20, The Gazette regrettably failed to attribute a photo that ran with "In front 
of the flash" on page 4. The photo should have been attributed to local artist Doug Winsor. We 
apologize fur the error. 

Gazette 
Are you a writer? Photographer? Illustrator? A reader? 

Come to our meetings: Mondays, 5:30 pm, Dal SUB 

420-9999 
6112 Quinpool Rd. 

@Vernon St. 
Serving Halifax Peninsula & Fairmount 

444-9999 
480 Parkland Dr. 

Serving Clayton Park, Fairview, 
Kingswood, & Bedford South of 

Hammond Plains Rd. 

An unjustified silence 
Union should have posed tougher questions on referendum 

}ESS M CD IARMID 

Copy Editor 

A round this time last year, The 
Gazette learned the co-chairs 

of the Senate Discipline Commit­
tee resigned, citing fears an appar­
ent attitude in the university Senate 
could endanger positive changes 
made to disciplinary procedures at 
Dalhousie. 

Those faculty members were 
part of the highest academic body 
at the university, charged with over­
seeing the entire discipline process. 

It was a big deal. But no one 
wanted to talk about it, except for an 
elected student representative. 

The leaflet advertising Imagine 07 featured Ezra Edelstein and Tom Traves side by side. Maybe 

]en Bond, then a student sena- extra fees to go along with it. 
tor and vice president (education) The"choice"theunionhaspresent-
of the Dalhousie Student Union, ed to the student body appears to be a 
spoke out against what she saw as far cry from the commitment Edelstein 
an inactive body that refused to take made when he was elected two years 
responsibility for the problem. ago- to represent the diverse interests 

One afternoon at a Senate meet- of the Dal student body. 
ing, Bond stood up and stuck it to ''I'm just the mouthpiece for 
some of the most powerful people 17,000 students at Dal," he told The 
in our school. Gazette after learning of his victory. 

"If the highest academic body He got the number wrong, but 
in the university isn't going to talk the spirit of his message was dead 
about it, then I'm not quite sure on. Has he lived up to his promises? 
who's going to," she said. "That two Some students believe Edelstein 
people who were so committed... has supported the referendum from 
have decided they've had enough the beginning and hasn't provided a 
should be a red flag to this body that sufficient forum for debate. He won't 
something isn't right." say what box he'll be ticking on ref-

It was remarkable. That, to me, erendum day. But he says people he 
was a shining example of a coura- talks to who "have the information 
geous and effective student union. seem pretty supportive." 

Now, a year later, I've watched the "But I'm sure there's a lot of pea-
unveiling of the university's proposal pie out there that don't have all the 
to fund 11 construction projects by information," he says. "It's really a 
reaching into students' pockets. matter of how much the university 

And I have heard conspicuously can get the information out about 
few questions on the merits of that this project to students at Dal, so 
proposal coming from our union they can vote and be informed." 
representatives. The university made adjust-

That is not - necessarily - to ments to the proposal after Imagine 
say the union hasn't represented 07, a public consultation. The con-
students' interests. cessions it made, such as re-locating 

DSU President Ezra Edelstein says the Grad House and capping student 
the union has taken an "adversarial fees at $100 per year, will no doubt 
role" in negotiating the terms of the benefit students if the proposal goes 
project since university President Tom through- and increases the li.keli-
Traves met with council in November. hood that it will. 

The union, says Edelsteirf, en- But students, and not the union, 
sured students would be involved publicly voiced those concerns. 
in the design process, that buildings Edelstein says the DSU wanted 
would benefit students on all three those changes from the beginning. 
campuses, that student lounges "But it wasn't until we had a whole 
would be included - and that the bunch of students come out and 
proposal would go to a referendum. say that these are actually big issues 

"The university didn't have to for us that the university agreed to 
take this to a referendum," he says. move on them." 
"They could have just arbitrarily Students harbour a "huge 
gone ahead and did this." amount of distrust that the universi-

By the way, thanks, Dr. Traves ty isn't just going to take the money 
and DSU officials, for giving Dal's and run," says Edelstein. 
15,500 students a choice whether Perhaps I am one of those 
they want to leave a "legacy" of more people, because I find myself a 
student space- and up to $10_0_in _ ___..o.little cynical about the whole thing 

3 Medium Pizzas 
6 Toppings (combined) 

they shouldn't have been. ackman 

- and I don't think it's because I'm 
"uninformed." 

If this proposal goes through, it 
will benefit students. But it will ben­
efit Dal more. 

The university wants to boost 
enrolment to 17,000 students by 
2010. More space, funded by stu­
dents, will help recruit and house 
more students, which means more 
money for Dal. 

The university has expanded ex­
ponentially over the past 10 years, 
with new buildings and higher en­
rolments. But the existing buildings 
suffer from millions of dollars in de­
ferred maintenance costs. 

And I'm not convinced there is 
such a crippling need for more space. 

Since students at Dal already pay 
some of the highest tuition in the 
country, it seems a titch unfair they're 
now being asked to fork out another 
$100 a year for space to study. 

Edelstein says students are the 
only possible sources of funding. 
The post-secondary education sys­
tem in Canada, he says, lacks the re­
sources to fund such projects. 

"It's absolutely not the ideal way 
for this kind of a project to happen, 
but it's the way that spaces like this 
are built across Canada," he says. 
"It's the only way it will happen." 

I am not alone in my skepticisms 
-students across campus have ex­
pressed concern for the future of the 
Grad House, the state of Dal's exist­
ing buildings and the cost this pro­
posal leaves for future students. 

I wonder, then, about the si­
lence of the union executives. 
While the DSU has influenced the 
proposal in a manner beneficial to 
students, it has asked painfully few 
questions about the merits of the 
proposal itself. And it has yet to jus­
tify that silence. 

I'm glad the university has lis­
tened to students. But the questions 
they asked were ones I would have 
liked to hear from our student rep­
resentatives. 



Dal responds to student concerns 
University President Tom Traves announced several changes to the proposed $25-rnillion construction project after hearing concerns from students across 

campus. Under the new plan, Dal would re-locate the Grad House and cap the annual student fee at $100 if the March referendum passes. The university would 
also guarantee equal student I administration representation on the building planning committee and ensure the buildings satisfy environmental standards. 

This week, The Gazette focuses on two of these proposed changes. 

The university now plans to move the Grad House to 1252 LeMerchant Street if a March 
referendum passes. pi; I h 1 Pi , n 

Grad students to get 
new campus home 

R EID SOUTHWICK 

News Editor 

D alhousie has committed to re­
locating the Grad House if a 

referendum on campus makeover 
projects passes. 

The decision comes in the wake 
of public opposition to plans that 
would see the existing building 
razed to the ground. 

The move also represents a 
shift from the university's position 
several weeks ago when President 
Tom Traves agreed to simply help 
grad students raise funds for a new 
house. 

Traves says he was "impressed" 
with the level of student attachment 
to the building that became evident 
during Imagine 07, a public consul­
tation on the construction proposal 
held on Jan. 31. 

"I was impressed with the number 
of students who indicated this was a 
favourite space on campus and that it 
serves an important social need," he 
says. "Despite the progress that would 
be achieved by expanding the Stu­
dent Union Building onto that space, 
something important will be lost." 

The university now plans to 
move the Grad House to 1252 Le­
Merchant Street if a March referen­
dum passes. The university owns the 
building and rents it out to residen­
tial tenants. 

Traves says the building is in bet­
ter condition than the current site, 
which requires roughly $750,000 in 
repairs. He says renovation costs 
wouldn't be "substantial" and the 
university could likely salvage parts 
of the existing building. 

He says any overhead could 
be covered through a cost-sharing 
agreement between the university 
and the Dalhousie Association of 
Graduate Students, which operates 
the house, or through a slight rent 
increase. 

Traves says the university isn't pro­
posing a new Grad Hose site as a means 
to ensure the referendum passes. 

"If there referendum passed with­
out a new Grad House, it still seems 
to be a good idea to have a new one," 
he says. "We put forward a general 
plan that we thought would address 
the majority of needs. On the other 
hand, there were some needs that we 
had over-looked altogether." 

DAGS hasn't decided if the uni­
versity's proposal is in the best inter­
est of students. President Yannick 
Tremblay says the university has 
committed to ensuring the house 
retains its food services. But he says 
the council wants to review building 
blueprints and cost assessments be­
fore determining whether the build­
ing can be transformed into a desir­
able establishment. 

"We're still reviewing the whole 
proposal," says Tremblay. "Once we 
really see what we can do with the 
new Grad House, then we will make 
a decision." 

Tremblay says DAGS wiJl likely 
reach a decision by late February. 
The decision will come two months 
after the university formally an­
nounced the campus re-design proj­
ects and less than two weeks before 
the referendum vote. 

Tremblay says the association has 
been flogged by a lack of formal lead­
ership since November 2006 when 
the previous president resigned. Un­
der DAGS' constitution, the group 
had to wait until the end of January 
before it could hold a by-election. 

To set an earlier by-election date, 
officials had to change the constitu­
tion and hold an annual general 
meeting. The lengthy process shaved 
off just two weeks from the original 
by-election date. 

Tremblay says when DAGS takes 
a position on the referendum, it can 
still have an impact on student votes. 
He says the association wiJl likely 
send e-mails to graduate students. 

"A lot of people haven't yet decid­
ed on their own position," he says. 
"Even if we make a decision late, we 
would probably provide guidance to 
people who haven't yet decided." 

University caps student 
fees for construdion 

JOHN PACKMAN 

Opinions/Photo Editor 

D alhousie has capped student 
fees that would fund 11 con­

struction projects on campus at $100 
per year after some student groups 
called the original plan unfair. 

That plan would have seen stu­
dents paying $10 more per course 
if a March referendum on the pro­
posal passed. Some students would 
have been slapped with a larger fee 
than others. 

Engineering students, for exam­
ple, take a mandatory six courses, 
which meant they would pay $120 
per year. 

The president of the Dalhousie 
Student Union say~ a group of engi­
neering students proposed the cap 
during Imagine 07, a public consul­
tation on the proposals held Jan. 31. 

"After !Imagine 07], it was defi­
nitely something that was raised 
and seemed fairly reasonable," says 
Ezra Edelstein. 

The DSU later asked the univer­
sity to implement a $100 cap. 

Dal President Tom Traves says he 
hadn't thought about the effect dif­
ferent course loads would have on 
students' contributions to the con­
struction project. 

"The DSU raised that as a problem 
and offered a solution, which I thought 
was a sensible one," says Traves. 

The president committed to no­
tifying students of the cap on the 
referendum ballot. 

Stephen Kuzak, assistant dean of 
student affairs in the faculty of engi­
neering, says the cap isn't important 
for students. 

"It would be a question of paying 
$100 instead of paying a $120, $130," 
says Kuzak. "I don't think it's a large 
issue." 

Mary Fawcett, a fifth-year chemi­
cal engineering student, disagrees. 
She says higher fees would exacer­
bate resentment from engineering 
students who already feel they won't 
be getting as much out of the propos­
al as students on other campuses. 

"A lot of the students don't feel 
like they're benefiting from these 

"The fee cap Is a step In the right 
direction," says engineering student 
Mary Fawcett. Pltota Jolin Pat· • a 

projects, most of which will be on 
the other campus," says Fawcett. "By 
being forced to pay even more than 
most students, it's lilce rubbing salt 
in the wound." 

The p·roposed renovations for 
Sexton campus include a two-sto­
rey, 810-square-metre workshop 
with three garages for applied group 
work and a learning commons on 
the top floor. The plans also contain 
renovations to the alumni lounge 
and the common room near the Sex­
ton Memorial Gym. 

Fawcett says a fee cap is "some­
what of a compromise" that should 
make engineering students feel bet­
ter about the situation. 

"The fee cap is a step in the right 
direction." 

-with .files from Reid Southwick 
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Graduating soon? Why not teach English in japan 
next year. Make new friends, earn a great salary 
and travel to places you've only dreamed of! 

It's simple- complete our online application and 
start the reality today! 

Interviews on campus at 

Dalhousie University March 5, 2007 

For all the exciting details check out 

www .teachinjapan.com 

6~0VAGROUP 

Uni-Briefs 
CANADIAN CAMPUS SHORTS 

UofC campus makeover stalled 

The University of Calgary's 
plans to build a learning centre, 
green space and pedestrian area 
were set back after officials realized 
construction would likely involve 
the removal of key loading docks. 

The university is looking for 
another location for the docks, 
which supply every vendor in the 
student centre and provide access 
to concerts and other events. Offi­
cials estimate the cost to move the 
docks would reach $50 million. 

The learning c<•rJtre proJect has 
stalled with several 5etbacks since 
it was announced Ap•il ', 2006. 

The 2008 completion date of 
the project has been pushed back 
to the next year. RL.ilding plans 
have still not been finalized. 

SFU muDs SUB construction 

Simon Fraser University might 
erect its first student union building. 

Architect Rmg 'J hom, who 
helped design the U'1iversit) cam 
pus in the 1960~. is conducting a 
pre-planning studv for a potential 
union building. The study is part of 
a wider effort to develop a design 
proposal that began in June 2005. 

A portion of the $10,000 ear­
marked for the project paid travel 
expenses for officials who flew to 
Washington State University to 
observe facilities there and find 
out how they were constructed. 

Plans to hold a referendum 
on the construction proposal this 
spring were stalled after contro­
versy erupted over the student 
union's decision to fire full-time 
staff. The union now plans to hold 
a referendum next spring. 

UofS students march on presi­
dent's office 

Dozens of students at the Uni­
versity of Saskatchewan stormed 
the president's office earlier this 
month, demanding more resourc­
es and better undergraduate pro­
grams at the school. 

Armed with placards that read 
"show us the mon ey," the student 
group Anthropologists Among 
Us staged the latest in a series of 
efforts to draw attention to what 
they perceive as declining qual­
ity of undergraduate education at 
the university. 

Students launched the cam­
paign after one of two tenured an­
thropology professors took a leave 
last fall, leaving 1 , 700 students 
with a single tenured professor. 

Michael Atkinson, UofS vice 
president (academic), told The 
Sheaf student newspaper that un­
dergraduate education at the uni­
versity is among the best in the 
country. 

Fight breaks out at UBC 

An unidentified person was 
arrested Feb. 16 after a brawl 
broke out in a University of Brit­
ish Columbia lounge. 

The fight that involved roughly 
30 people spilled out into the stu­
dent union building's main con­
course, according to the school's 
Alma Mater Society. At least one 
security official was bleeding af­
ter being struck in the head with 
a broken bottle. 

RCMP arrived on the scene 
and diffused the dispute that saw 
individuals, most of whom weren't 
students, throwing rocks and bot­
tles. The university's main lounge 
and pub were closed for the night 
following the incident. 

Sources: '!he Gauntlet, 11ze 
Pe.ak, The Sheaf and 11le Ubyssey 



King's union to launch 
'No Campaign' 

KATIE MAY 

Assistant News Editor 

D alhousie's decision to exclude 
University of King's College stu­

dents from voting in an upcoming 
referendum shows a "complete lack 
of respect" for the smaller university, 
says the King's Students' Union. 

"It's discrimination," says KSU 
President Dave Jerome. "The major­
ity of students that I've spoken to are 
very disappointed." 

King's students are not eligible to 
vote on the $25-million construction 
project in a referendum scheduled 
for March 6 and 7. But if the referen­
dum passes, King's students will have 
to pay an extra $10 for each course 
they take at Dal after construction is 
complete. 

Jerome sent a Jetter to KSU mem­
bers last week, outlining the union's 
upcoming "No Campaign" aimed at 
encouraging Dal students to vote 
against the proposal on behalf of 
King's students. 

Dal President Tom Traves says 
only students who are registered 
with the university should be eligible 
to vote. 

"King's students are partners 
with us in lots of things, but they're 
not formal members of the Dalhou­
sie Student Union," he says. "They're 
affected by those decisions, but they 
chose to be King's students." 

Traves says the university would 
consult King's students on the de­
sign of the 11 proposed construction 
projects, which include an expan­
sion of the Student Union Building 
and re-location of the Grad House. 

Dave Jerome, president of the King's Students' Union, says many King's students are "very disap-
pointed" with Dal 's decision to exclude them from the referendum vote. ,. Jc~1 " 

Some King's students disagree 
with Dal's decision to exclude them 
from the vote. 

James Hutt says while some 
King's students take courses at Dal, 
the majority likely won't benefit 
from more student spaces on Dal 
campuses. 

"It's not fair; we're not getting 
anything out of it. It's being forced 
upon me and I don't want it at all," 

the Foundation Year Programme 
student says. "Everyone at King's 
wouldn't be so opposed if we were 
given an option." 

Fellow student Amanda Andrews 
agrees. 

"I would be OK with paying the 
money if we had the opportunity to 
have a say," she says. 

King's President William Barker 
says Dal is free to set its own fees. 

"It would be nice if they con-

suited King's students since it's a 
sizeable group of 1,100 students," he 
says. "In the end, it's Dal's decision to 
do what it wants to do." 

Barker says he understands why 
students are upset, but they might 
see the situation differently if the 
roles were reversed. 

"Our students would find it dif­
ficult if Dal students were to vote on 
King's issues." 

-with files from Reid Southwick • 

"I earned my undergraduate degree, 
nowr wantto 

taclde the 
tough stuff' 

Meet Heather. 
To get the specialized skills and field experience that 
would get her connected in HR, Heather earned her 
Postgraduate Certificate in Human Resources from 
Humber in only 2 semesters. She now works as an 
HR Representative in the Health Care industry. 
We think she'll manage just fine. 
Human Resources, Postgraduate Certificate 

NEWS STREETER 

''Maybe a mixture of the school and the students. The students shouldn't pay for 
all of it." 

Raymond Edwards, second yea computer s1 ence 

' 'I think it should be split between the university and the government. Students 
pay enough already." 

Leanne Huck, fourth-year kinesiology 

' ' I think it should be a mix of the university and the government as well. I don't 
have any money myself. I can't pay for it." 

John Ballantyne, third- year neuroscience 

''The government, because basically all the money we're paying in tuition goes 
into those kinds of things. We shouldn't be the ones maintaining that. That 
shouldn't be our responsibility." 

Suman Jha, thtrd-year sociology and social anthropology 

Attention Students 
Great Student Housing at OCEAN TOWERS 

From $700-$875 ~rmonth" 

l!f Large suites with Ocean Views 
l!f FREE Fitness Facility access 
f!f FREE wireless study 
.:f 24-hr security 
i!f On·site convenience 
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THIRTY YEARS AGO THIS WEEK 

St. F.X. referendum invalid 

St. Francis Xavier University 
students voted in favour of joining 
a regional student lobby group in 
a referendum, but the results were 
turned down. 

The university's student union 
required 40 per cent of students 
cast ballots in favour of joining the 
Atlantic Federation of Students for 
the results to be valid. Only 38.5 per 
cent of students voted. 

AFS student leader Mike Ma­
cinnes said the organization was 
trying to legalize the referendum re­
sults by reviewing the list of eligible 
voters. He said if enough students 
had dropped out of school since 
September, voter turnout would 
have met quorum after all. 

The votes would have been valid 
if 57 students had left St. F.X. be· 
tween September and February. 

TWENTY YEARS AGO THIS WEEK 

Sex excludes fraternities 

A judicial board decision ruled 
that Dal's Interfraternity Council 
promoted sexual discrimination 
and violated the Dalhousie Student 
Union's constitution. 

The IFC, a collective organiza­
tion of fraternities and sororities, 
lost its bid for a seat on DSU council 
because it limited fraternity mem­
bership to males. 

The DSU constitution prohib­
ited discrimination based on sex, 
race or ethnic origin. 

The judicial board recommend­
ed the DSU change its constitution 

The University of Guelph 
is offering over 90 degree 
credit courses, so you can 
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or visit us at: 
www.open.uoguelph.ca 

to allow the IFC and other religious 
and cultural groups to maintain so­
ciety status. 

IFC President Mike Dunn said the 
organization would lobby the student 
union for constitutional amend­
ments. He said fraternities at Dal 
didn't have the chance to discrimi­
nate against potential members. 

"There's been no documented 
cases of females being refused en­
try into male fraternities," he said. 
"There hasn't been a call for co-ed 
fraternities." 

TEN YEARS AGO THIS WEEK 

Ex-finance clerk jailed 

A former Dalhousie finance clerk 
was sentenced to a year in prison af­
ter pleading guilty to fraud. 

Dal administration fired Linda 

Anne Hill in June 1986 after it dis­
covered she had stolen more than 
$143,000 from the university. 

Hill submitted invoices from a 
fake company and illicitly collected 
consulting fees and travel expenses 
over an eight-month period. She 
also told the judge she spent the 
funds on "dinners, clothes and play­
ing the big shot." 

The judge ordered Hill to repay 
the university's insurance company 
for the money she stole. 

But some administration members 
said the sentence was too lenient. 

"She set out to deliberately de­
fraud her employer, and just so 
that she could 'act the big shot,"' 
said Brian Mason, vice president 
(finance and administration). "A 
serious sentence was definitely war­
ranted. Is one year enough? I don't 
know. Everyone will have to decide 
that for themselves.' 

f~ Uni-Briefs 
,..~ ,, 

SOUTH OF THE BORDER 

Crows kicked off campus 

The University of Albany re­
moved 20,000 crows from its cam­
pus last week to protect students 
from disease. 

University officials installed 
flashing lasers and low-frequency 
sound devices around wooded 
areas on campus to discourage 
the birds from nesting. Roughly 
50,000 crows migrate to the cam­
pus each spring, said a university 
grounds manager. 

Tim Reily told the Albany Stu­
dent Press crows create noise pol­
lution and spread diseases such 
as West Nile Virus. 

"The measures we're taking 
are intended to benefit both the 
students and the crows here in 
the most positive sense," Reily 
said. "The goal is not to offend 
the crow population, but to move 
it on to a different, more suitable 
area." 

Kiss images 'inappropriate' 

Valentine's Day posters put up 
by a gay and lesbian student ad­
vocacy group caused controversy 
at Princeton University last week. 

Members ofPrideAlliance dis­
tributed posters across campus 
depicting same-sex and straight 
couples kissing under the slogan 
"Love = Love" to raise awareness 
about homosexuality. 

But some students considered 
the posters too explicit for public 
display. When the Pride Alliance 
launched the Valentine's Day 
campaign two years ago, students 
responded negatively and many 
of the posters were torn down. 

The former president of a con­
servative-leaning student society 
told The Daily Princetonian that 
while this year's reaction wasn't 
as negative, some students were 
concerned about the posters. 

"Sexually suggestive pictures 
of any combination of people 
would seem inappropriate for fly­
ers posted all around campus," 
said Sherif Girgis. "If the posters 
were aggressive, they might put 
people off and foster hostility in­
stead of mutual understanding, 
which I believe is their goal." 

ACROSS THE POND 

Fatal hazing prompts ban 

Initiation ceremonies at Unit­
ed Kingdom universities may be 
banned after a student died from 
a hazing-related injury. 

Exeter University student 
Gavin Britton died after attending 
a golf club initiation earlier this 
month. In response to his death, 
university officials banned all ini­
tiation activities at the school. 

Under the new code of con­
duct, Exeter students caught haz­
ing could be fined and expelled 
from the university athletics 
union. 

The union recommended that 
150 universities across the U.K. 
implement a similar ban to dis­
courage organized peer pressure. 

"This code of conduct will 
save lives," union President Rich· 
ard Soddy told the F.r:epose stu­
dent newspaper 

But l!xepose reports other 
schools aren't willing to com 
plctely prohibit initiation, fearing 
a ban would dnvc hazing prac· 
tices underground. 

Sourct.-s: Albany Student Press, 
The Daily Princeumian, Exl'{JostJ 
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Letters Articles 

The Gazette is a student-nm publication. of ideas, and to stimulate meaningful debate on is-
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open forum for the free expression and exchange explicit views of Dalhousie University. 

A response to readers Letters@dalgazette.ca 
Several letters The Gazette has 

received over the past month reflect 
a perception that this publication 
focuses on negative characteristics 
of the Dalhousie campus. Some stu­
dents believe their campus newspa­
per frequently degrades the university 
of which they are proud to be a part. 

These readers are frustrated with 
coverage that overlooks many active 
societies on campus, or the excel­
lence in scholarship countless profes­
sors and students regularly achieve. 

The comments come as a disap­
pointment to The Gazetu!s edito­
rial staff, which strives to carry out 
its responsibilities as the voice of Dal 
students. More importantly, the com­
ments call into question this publica­
tion's methods of presenting the news. 

The Gazette often identifies char­
acteristics of the university's campus 
it believes deserve more attention 
than is currently being awarded. 
Students, and not the paper's staff, 
are the original sources who bring 
these issues to light. 

The news section ran a spread in 
issue 139-19 on campus buildings 
that are in desperate need of repair. 
The theme was sparked by arts so­
ciety President Jamie Blasina, who 
confronted the president of the uni­
versity during a presentation on the 
campus makeover proposal. 

Blasina showed the president a 
cup filled with an unidentified black 
substance that leaks from the Dal­
housie Arts Centre. He, like many 
others, feels the university should 
place maintenance projects above 
construction plans in its spending 
priorities. The Gazette believes these 
concerns demand a real and impor­
tant place in the public debate. 

The stories and images featured 
in the issue were indeed shocking 
and alarming. While the chair of the 
music department called on the ad­
ministration to assign more funding 
to building maintenance, photos 
depicted decrepit staircases and 
crumbling walls. 

The spread was a clear sign the 
Dal campus is anything but world 
class. Gazette editors, however, failed 
to report the university has a long­
term strategy that aims to increase 
its commitment to facilities renewal 
by $1 million each year until spend­
ing matches demand. 

This omission was irresponsible 
and Gazette staff corrected the error 
in the following issue. But while the 

lapse in judgment likely detracted 
from the legitimacy of the spread, 
the spirit of purpose was still pres­
ent in every page. 

The Gazette honours its relation­
ship with the students it seeks to 
serve. As such, its staff demands the 
best facilities and quality oflearning 
the administration is responsible 
for providing. This publication will 
never settle for anything less. In an 
increasingly competitive market, 
Dal has to acknowledge there will 
always be room for improvement. 

Meanwhile, Gazette staff strives 
to highlight the university's strengths. 
The last issue the news section dedi­
cated to a specific theme was pub­
lished in October after encouraging 
enrolment figures were released. 

In sharp contrast to the 2005 Fu­
ture of Dalhousie issue, the 2006 edi­
tion indicated residence occupation 
had increased and that the universi­
ty's budget swelled following unex­
pected levels of student registration. 

The news section has also covered 
several important student projects, in­
cluding the irrigation pump engineer­
ing students designed over the past 
few months for Third World countries. 

During the 2006 winter term, the 
section featured weekly profiles of 
exemplary students, professors and 
staff members whose work helped 
shape the identity of the Dal com­
munity. Letters The Gazette received 
over the past month, however, in­
dicate the absence of such profiles 
may have left too great a void to be 
ignored. 

In response to its readers, the 
news section will resume its "Dalifa­
mous" series, and current staff mem­
bers will strongly encourage next 
year's editorial board to ensure the 
profiles become a regular feature. 

The Gazette will also take greater 
pains to inform its coverage of campus 
issues and events with an even hand. 
When its staff highlights negative 
qualities of the university to encour­
age improvement, it will seek to juxta­
pose those with strengths, meanwhile 
using this editorial space to explain its 
methods and intentions. 

This publication encourages its 
readers to continue sending recom­
mendations that aim to improve its 
quality of coverage. Readers, how­
ever, should be mindful Gazette staff 
takes its responsibilities seriously 
and strives to inform students in 
earnest. 

Save the Grad House 

I graduated from Dalhousie two 
years ago, but I needed to visit The 
Gazette web edition when I got ear 
that the Grad House was going to 
be torn down! This is a terrible, ter­
rible thing and I am writing to you to 
make sure you understand the grav­
ity of the situation at hand. 

Most agree that Dal has under­
gone more changes in the past five 
years thari in the five decades before 
that. The face of Dal has morphed, 
from new buildings to a new market­
ing campaign. 

This is all fine and dandy, ac­
cording to some students. One lady 
student was quoted as saying (and I 
paraphrase) the spirit of a building is 
determined by the spirit of the peo­
ple that visit it. 

I challenge this statement by 
raising attention to the case of the 
old Grawood. The old Grawood was 
the Grad House - wooden floors 
sticky with beer, wooden tables, East 
Coast music and cheap pub food. 

It was the place for students to 
gather after classes in a typical East 
Coast collegiate environment. But 
the old Grawood suffered from its 
popularity, since it was judged to 

be too small and the place was ulti­
mately torn down and replaced with 
a post office. 

The new Grawood was inaugu­
rated to students walking in a plastic 
room reminiscent of an elementary 
school classroom. 

Plastic must have been the ar­
chitect's fetish. Jesus, I think even 
the pool tables were made of plastic. 
The establishment, though the same 
in name, was not the same in spirit. 

I remember spending much less 
after-hours time on campus after 
the old Grawood ceased to exist. I 
am sure thousands of other students 
can attest and spark up their lighter 
in solidarity. 

In the case of the Grad House, 
one must take a second to consider 
what makes Dal "Daln and acknowl­
edge the influence of the Grad House 
on the entire student body. Dal is 
synonymous with the intimacy of 
Halifax, the friendliness of the Mari­
times, the warmth of a scotch after 
class at the Grad House. This is what 
makes Dal and the collegiate experi­
ence enjoyable. 

We must cherish and treasure 
those last few environments that 
foster the growth of the student com­
munity. It is this community and the 

Sinking ship by Jennifer Belanger 

exchanges that happen within it that 
ultimately impact the quality of the 
university experience for thousands 
of future leaders. The Grad House in 
the present state does a terrific job at 
nurturing these exchanges. · 

I urge you to continue rais­
ing awareness on the Grad House's 
death sentence in your next issue of 
The Gazette. 

Cheers, 
David Lukofsky 

Conditions fit for closure 

Shock and concern were the two 
feelings I felt when I read issue 139-
19. l understand that approximately 
$25,000,000 is to be spent improv­
ing the look of Dalhousie, includ­
ing a considerable amount destined 
for new fabric. Perhaps these funds 
would be better spent on repairs to 
existing buildings. 

May I remind you that many pub­
lic buildings, particularly schools, 
have been completely closed after 
conditions, as displayed in your 
photographs, came to light? 

G. Boyce 
BSc. '68 

~----~----------------------------------------------------------------------, 
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CATHERINE HOLWWAY 

Opinions Columnist 

In defence of Darwin 

Feb. 12, 2009, will mark the 150th 
anniversary of Charles Darwin's 

On the Origin of Species and the 200th 
anniversary of Darwin's birth. In an­
ticipation of that day, a non-profit 
group of scientists organized events 
to establish a new holiday called 

1 "Darwin Day." 

People are blatantly spreading prejudice toward Americans 
and our sodety seems to accept it. o P lo 

Public America-bashing 
only a fad 

JUSTIN PATTERSON 

Opinions Contributor 

1\ merica-bashing seems to have 
flreached an all-time high in pop­
ularity. Newspapers, television and 
radio shows bombard us every day 
with negative views on U.S. policy, 
military decisions, politics and cul­
ture. The media spews story after 
story on how the U.S. is destroying 
the world as we know it. 

It seems that the easiest and 
fastest way to make it into the media 
spotlight is to take a jab at the most 
powerful country in the world. 

Even in day-to-day conversations 
on politics and world events in Hali­
fax, the phrase "stupid Americans" 
is uttered with little consideration 
for what it means. I'm not going to 
jump on the bandwagon and blindly 
blame the U.S. for all the world's 
woes. I want to broaden this narrow 
line of thinking and maybe even get 
your heads out of your asses. 

I am a Nova Scotian, born and 
raised, and I have noticed a dis­
tinct one-sidedness to the views ex­
pressed in the media with regard to 
the U.S. In many foreign events and 
affairs articles, the U.S. is mentioned 
and, more often than not, it's some­
thing negative. 

Somalia is in turmoil due to 
American policy; the genocide in 
Sudan continues because the U.S. 
won't stop it; Israel invaded Leba­
non because the U.S. supports Is­
rael. And I have a strange rash on my 
genitals because the U.S. didn't pre­
vent me from going home with that 
chick from the Palace. 

The U.S. is not responsible for 
everything that happens in the 
world. It may be a powerful country, 
but I'm quite certain that America is 
not omnipotent. People seem to be 
adopting a submissive attitude that 
makes them believe nothing is their 
fault or in their power to change. 
They are simply puppets of the 
mighty U.S. 

I've heard many people comment 
that Americans are stupid and igno-

rant, and I have been disgusted to 
hear this from my fellow Canadians. 
People are blatantly spreading preju­
dice toward Americans and our soci­
ety seems to be accepting it. I find it 
ironic that people would label Amer­
icans as ignorant, since they display 
their own ignorance in doing so. 

It seems that we have adopted an 
elitist attitude that makes us think 
that, as Canadians, we are much 
better than Americans. Well, guess 
what? Canada has many flaws. What 
are we doing to combat drug addic­
tion and suicide in the North? What 
are we doing to reduce pollution and 
waste? What steps has Ottawa taken 
to stop the genocide in the Darfur 
region of Sudan, or for that matter, 
what has any country done? 

I have read many articles stat­
ing the U.S. should do something to 
stop these atrocities. Canada is also 
a developed country with consider­
able influence and resources. Why 
aren't we taking actions to stop the 
genocide? Maybe we should step out 
of the shadows and make a differ­
ence instead of waiting for the U.S. 
to fix the problem. 

Many people expect Americans 
to fix all their problems and at the 
same time call them "American pigs." 
If this is true, then the other countries 1 

of the world are the piglets, suckling 1 

from American teats and depending 
on its protection and support. They 
whine when they get too much or not 
enough milk, and when they get milk 
instead of champagne. 

I hope people will think before 
they b)indly accept anti-Ameri­
can articles, reports and television 
shows. There are many factors and 
variables that cause world events, 
not just the actions of the U.S. 

I'm sure many of you can list 
a lot of negative things about the 
U.S. But you must understand that 
just because the fad of the day is 
to bash Americans, it doesn't mean 
you should. Don't get sucked into 
the popular belief that the U.S. is re­
sponsible in one way or another for 
all that is bad in the world. 

The events included Evolution 
Sunday on Feb. 11, when hundreds 
of churches around the world held 
services attempting to bridge the 
gap between religion and science. 

For my part, I intend to debunk 
some of the most common anti-evo­
lution arguments: 

We've never seen evolution happen 

We see evolution happening ev­
ery day. We see it when bacteria and 
insects become immune to antibac­
terial soaps and pesticides. We see it 
in the changes scientists have made 
to domesticated animals - they've 
turned wolves into dogs and boars 
into pigs through artificial selection. 

We see evolution in genome mu­
tations in certain species over sever­
al generations. We see it in the docu­
mented cases of speciation in plants 
like roses, ferns and cabbages, where 
one species breaks off to form two 
unique species. 

We see evolution in the fossil re­
cords of species like the horse, which 
has grown from the size of a dog to its 
current size. We see it in transitional 
fossils, the so-called "missing links" 
in evolution. These fossils show the 
connection between species such as 
Australopithecus, the ape species, 
and humans. The evidence supporting 
evolution is prolific and undeniable. 

The evidence supporting evolution is prolific and undeniable./ Photo. Juha Margaret .....,m ron 

respondents believed in evolution. 
One might say these scientists are bi­
ased or have a reason for lying about 
their beliefs. But that would mean an 
estimated 2.5 million people in the 
United States alone are secretly part of 
the biggest conspiracy theory ever. 

ationists love to make, from Ann 
Coulter to Ted Haggard. But science 
has proven this wrong. 

Evolution of seemingly complex 
organs is possible and can be ex­
plained through specific theorized 
pathways. 

Evolution is controversial among sci- Evolution is dogmatic Evolution is only a theory 
entlsts 

Phillip Johnson, a professor of 
law and born-again Christian, used 
this argument in 2005 when he tried 
to convince the American public 
school system to teach creationism. 
The argument is simply wrong. 

The Discovery Institute, a non-prof­
it Christian think tank Johnson belongs 
to, took five years to scrape together 600 
signatures of scientists under a petition 
that claims Darwinism is false. 

Meanwhile, a counter-petition 
circulated by an independent group 
of scientists secured 7,000 signatures 
in four days. 

A poll conducted by Newsweek 
magazine found that 99.8 per cent of 

Once you say that nearly all sci­
entists believe in evolution, another 
response from creationists is that 
scientists are either stuck in a par­
ticular world view blind to evidence 
pointing the other way or that there 
is no way to prove evolution wrong. 

Not so. Just one fossil of a spe­
cies known to have existed in one 
specific time frame or place where it 
didn't belong would make most sci­
entists seriously re-consider scien­
tific thought since Darwin published 
his seminal work. 

Evolution can't explain ears or eyes 

This is the one argument ere-

Yes, evolution is only a theory, 
but it's a scientific theory with a lot 
of evidence supporting it. 

Electromagnetism is only a the­
ory, too, but that hasn't prevented us 
from understanding electricity well 
enough to power our homes with it. 

Gravity is only a theory, so why 
don't we see creationists jumping off 
buildings and expecting to fly? 

Creationists are still out there, 
and they've still got followers. No 
matter how much evidence we col­
lect or how many counter-arguments 
are debunked, doubters of evolution 
will persist. 

Send comments to: skeptic@cliUgazette.ca 
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Harper must consider environmental policy to win a majority government. 
h m 

Environment to 
be election issue 

KIERAN HANLEY 

Opinions Contributor 

Aspring federal election appears 
to be imminent. 
The election will be different 

from those of recent memory- Paul 
Martin is gone. Although many Lib­
erals liked and respected him, it be­
came clear the man had surrounded 
himself with poor election strate­
gists. Perhaps there were a few posi­
tive lessons he could have learned 
from his predecessor, Jean Chretien. 

The Conservatives won the last 
election by naming top priorities 
and sticking to them throughout 
the race. For the most part, to the 
credit of Harper and his party, they 
have done well in keeping their word 
-"promise made, promise kept," as 
they boast. 

Many Canadians were insulted 
and frustrated when Stephen Harp­
er brought the same-sex marriage 
debate back to Parliament, but you 
have to respect the guy for actually 
doing what he said he was going to 
do. Canadians might not like his 
policies, but at least they can count 
on him to do what he says. 

Despite this track record, the 
Conservative Party may be in trouble 
in the coming election over some­
thing they made no promises about 
at all: the environment. The average 
Canadian seems to care a great deal 
about the health of this planet, and 
it's mind-boggling how Harper was 
so blind not to see this. 

The environment is typically not 
on a right-wing agenda, but if Harper 
wants a majority government, envi­
ronmental policy is the obvious big 
ticket. Now that new Liberal leader 
Stephane Dion has made the idea 
of a sustainable economy his prime 

directive- he named his dog Kyoto. 
A major theme for the next election 
has been set. 

Harper saw the writing on the 
wall and fired Rona Ambrose, the 
minister who fro~ted his ridiculed 
Clean Air Act. In the past week, sev­
eral old Liberal environmental pro­
grams, nixed by the Conservatives 
not even a year ago, have reappeared 
under different names. 

But is it too little, too late for the 
Conservatives? The exciting Liberal 
leadership race made household 
names out of participants such as 
Ken Dryden, Michael Ignatieff and 
Bob Rae. Dion has surprisingly man­
aged to keep all of them in the fold. 

On paper, the Liberal Party has 
far more recognizable names and 
faces, many of them fresh, and this 
could spell trouble for the Conserva­
tives. 

Harper has kept his ministers 
quiet, which has given his govern­
ment a consistent face. It is trouble­
some, though, that the public has 
only been exposed to a select few of 
the Conservatives such as Ambrose 
and foreign affairs minister Peter 
MacKay - and not for all the right 
reasons. 

The coming election will pro­
vide a good indication of where this 
country is headed. Have Canadians 
become more comfortable with 
Harper and his Conservative agen­
da? Or have they decided the boys in 
red spent enough time in the penalty 
box for their scandalous antics? Is 
Dion even ready? 

Do we really want to expend that 
much energy if all we're going to get 
is another shaky minority anyway? It 
will all depend on how much Cana­
dians really do care about the health 
of their planet. 

Capital Health: get serious 
about costs, services 

JOEL DURLING 

Staff Contributor 

Much as the old Halifax Infirma­
ry became in firmed , the Victo­

ria General has been on the decline. 
According to the Dalhousie 

Medical Alumni Association, the VG 
is Halifax's oldest existing hospital. 
The original opened in 1859. It was 
replaced in 1948 by today's structure, 
the 'new' VG. The site, which now 
falls under the umbrella of the QEII 
Health Sciences Centre, also houses 
the Centennial, Dickson, Bethune, 
Mackenzie and Centre for Clinical 
Research buildings. 

Needless to say, the VG Jacks aes-
' thetic appeal , its interior resembling 

that of an insane asylum of the late 
1800s. The site is clearly in disrepair, 
has progressive limitations, poor 
infrastructure and is wrought with 
problems. 

The VG falls under the responsi­
bility of the Capital District Health 
Authority, which is one of nine 
health authorities in the province of 
Nova Scotia. Capital Health released 
a statement in mid-2006 regarding 
legionella bacteria found in the VG's 

1 water system. 
The contamination is an old 

problem that dates back to 1980. The 
bacteria is commonly found in wa­
ter systems but becomes a problem 
when it's aspirated into the lungs. 

Aspiration can cause Legion­
naire's disease, which is a form of 
pneumonia. Risk of acquiring the 
disease is low in the healthy popu­
lation but increases significantly for 
sick people. 

Due to the bacteria problem, 
the VG site used bottled water for 
consumption and bathing. The 
cost placed a greater burden on our 
health-care system. 

Consultants were brought in and 
proposed a treatment solution that 
didn't guarantee full eradication of 
the bacteria. Despite the lack of as­
surance, officials agreed to a $70,000 
pilot project. The site remained on 

The VG uses bottled water for consumption and bathing due to bacteria contamination. 

bottled water precautions and still 
does today. 

Capital Health runs many fa­
cilities within its jurisdiction. Ten 
of these are part of the QEII Health 
Sciences Centre, which indicates the 
authority has to thinly stretch its re­
sources to meet commitments. 

Capital Health needs to get seri­
ous about its costs and services. The 
authority should propose to con-

100% fresh or~anic 
sold frozen 

for your convenience 

Available at Pete's Frootique 

and Saturdays 
at the Halifax Farmers' Market 

(lower Ievell 

www. lifesgoodsoup . com 

Pl y kl 

struct a new, large single facility that 
would contain out- and in-patient 
services, complimenting those pro­
vided by the new Halifax Infirmary. 
The focus would be on wellness and 
primary health care. Up-front costs 
would be high, but long-term figures 
would be promising. 

And improvements in patient 
care and wellness in our population 
would almost certainly follow. 

KIT KAT PIZZA 
DON~RS - SUBS - SEAFOOD 

429-3223 or 425-2229 
2314 Gottingen St. , Halifax 

Buy a 16" pizza 
w/works for $13.99, 
get 9" garlic fingers 

for $1.00 
16" pepperoni pizza for 

$9.25 
or 2 for $16.99 
2 med. pizzas 
w/3 toppmgs 

$14.99 
3 small donairs 

for $7.99 plus tax 

We should get to know each other. 
www.campusresearch.ca 
(Get it? It's a research study. And you Gould win up to $2500 for participating.) 
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AtSobeys 
C8sbier: Your total is $59.07. Would you like to round up to the nearest dollar to 
make a donation to the Children's Wish Foundation? 
Student: If it's seven cents, shouldn't you round down? 

In the SUB washroom 
Glrll: Do you think I'm pretty? 
Glrl2: Oh, don't worry. People think you're pretty when they're drunk. 

At a pizza place 
Drunk Girl: ... and then I realized that we couldn't be friends anymore since she 
stopped dropping acid. She's too different. Less fun? Yeah, less. 

In the Dunn 
TA: You need to write your answer as a vector. 

Student: What's a vector? 
TA: ... You fail. 

In the SUB 
Girl: Do these stairs go up or down? 

In a history dass 
Prof: As you all know, this is Martin Luther King Jr. Day. 
Girl I: (whispering) Wait, he's dead? 
Glrl2: (whispers back) Yeah, I think he died last year. 

-"'-~~·}>;, __ <~~~>of --~~~ . '«:;_.._, .. :~,:$ 

J· 
Sitting near crying babies 

11101: Sense of humour a NOT~ Censorship 

11101: Road trips dN Family road trips 

1HOT: Curtain/ carpet jokes d N Brltney Spears' shaved head 

1HOT· Grey's Anatomy a NOT: Grandpa's anatomy 

1HOT: Knowing where the hell you are d Peter MacKay 

1HOT: KRZR itN RAZR 

1H Oprah saying "va-jay-jay" d NOT: Dr. Phil saying "slam hog" 

1H Comfort in your relationship dN Being afraid to tart 

1HOT· Seeing old friends v1 NOT· Forgetting their names 

DISCLAIMER 
I -

Views expressed in the Hot or Not feature, The Word at Oal, and Streeter arc solely those of the 
contributing writers or the individual pictured, and do not necessarily represent the views of The 
Gazelle or its staff. The quotes said by Joey Ryba in the Streeter are complrtly fabricated by the staff 
and are do not necessarily represent views held by Joey Ryba himself, The Gazette and or its staff. 
The Word at Dal is taken from a Face book group, with permission of the founder, 

1nyl Cafe 
With Special Musical Guests 

Dan Hill & Jill Barber 
Monday, March 5, 2007 @ 7:30 PM 
Tuesday, March 6, 2007 @ 7:30 PM 

Wednesday March 7@ 2:30PM & 7:30PM 

''The '50s, because it was so weird." 

Alia Saled, second-tear IDS 

' '

The '80s, 'cause I long for the days where a man could 
wear a suit with shoulder pads and not be ridiculed." 

Marc: Antoine-Robertson, fourth-year English 

''The '80s, because of hide and seek with all the neigh­
bourhood kids." 

Ewan Pelletier, fourth-year biology 

''The '30s because the Depression eventually led to emo 
and that led to hilarity." 

Ahmed Rostom, fourth-year neuroscience 

42 

''The 2000s, because they have good potential for change." 

Rebecca Slamon, fourth-year English 

' '

The '40s, when the war was over, when people were 
makin' a lot of babies." 

Drew Marshall, third-year business 

' '

The period 4010 to 4000 B.C. because of significant 
developments in hunter-gatherer ways of life." 

Mary Cobham, fourth-year IDS 

''The '80s because of Teen Wolf. I dig the chest hair." 

Joey Ryba, eighteenth-year car surfing 

VE 

-



2008 & 2009 Grads 

the Search for 
TALE T ·s onl 
National finance and investment 
firms want your knowledge 

ATLANTIC M 

September 13 & 14, 2007 
Wu Co fer nc C ntre 
University of New Brunswick 
Fredericton Campus 

S Scotia Capital 
CIBC 
World Markets 

• Apply for career opportunities online 

• Interview with notional financial 
firms onsite 

• learn about summer internships for 
2nd & 3rd year students 

• Presentations by leading ftnandal experts 

• learn about industry d signations in 
relation to career choices· CFA, FRM, 
CAIA. CFP 

• REGISTER ONLINE 

Website: 
www.futuresa antic.com 

Email: 
info@futuresatlantic.com 

>-< - A.. Montreat 
/""' Exchange .. 

NATIONAL 8NIK 
FINANCIAL 

Summer Camp Jobs in the U.S.A. 
Lakeside Residential Girls Camp in Maine· Visas Arranged >.;.:;:.. _ 

Counselors: Combined childcare/teaching. Must be able to teach or lead one or more 
of the following activities: gymnastics, tennis, swim {WSI's), sail, canoe, water ski, arts 
(including stained glass, sewing, jewelry, wood, photo), dance, music, theatre, archery, 
wilderness trips, field sports, equestrian, climbing wall. 
Service Workers: including openings for kitchen, laundry, housekeeping, secretaries, 
maintenance & grounds, and kitchen supervisor. 
Non-smokers only. June 16 to August 22. Attractive salary (US) plus travel allowance. 
To Apply: Applications and photo gallery are available on our website: 
www.klppewa.com or contact us at the numbers listed below. 

Kippewa, 926 Route 135, Monmouth, Maine 04259·6606, U.S.A . 
tel: 207·933·2993 I fax: 207-933-29961 email:info@kippewa.com 

We should get to know 
each other. 

Is your $113 fee to the 
Student Union being 

put to good use? 

www.campusresearch.ca 
(Get it? It's a research study. And you 
could win up to $2500 for participating.) 

Critique the executive, 
and be entered to win 

our mystery prize ... 
DALHOUSIE 

STUDENT 
UN I ON 

Log on at: 
http://dsureview.dal-acm.ca/public/ 
surveyphp?name=er2007 students 
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Arts Editor: Laura Trethewey Assistant Arts Editor: Ashleigh Gaul Contact: arts@dalgazette.ca 

ECMA hopping in Halifax 
The Gazette reviews some of the weekend's highlights 

From Feb. 15 to 18, more than 150 Maritime bands and musicians convened in Halifax for the 2007 East Coast Music 
Association (ECMA) Awards. Nearly every venue in the city was booked for the ECMA showcases, from the Seahorse Tavern 

to Sam the Record Man. Gazette reviewers offer a glimpse of the goings-on. 

ECMA Max Trax Rock Showcase: 
Carmen Townsend and the Shakey 
Deals, In-Flight Safety and Mark 
Bragg @ the Marquee, Feb. 16 

D espite the cold night, ECMA 
spectators made the trek to the 

Marquee. Arriving fashionably late, I 
was thrilled to find I was in time to see 
some of my favourite Maritime acts. 

In-Flight Safety captures the 
hearts and souls of many Haligonians 
and its performance Friday night 
was unparalleled. The band drew the 
largest crowd of the evening, and its 
sound reverberated off the walls of 

the Marquee and seemingly across 
the Atlantic. Frontman John Mullane 
projected a full-bodied voice that led 
his boys through a night of precise, 
intricate melodies. 

Carmen Townsend and her band, 
the Shakey Deals, were anything but 
trembling as she delivered power­
ful ballads to an open-armed crowd. 
With the most exciting act of the 
weekend, including a quick recovery 
from a guitar-strap malfunction, Car­
men Townsend is turning The Shakey 
Deals into solid contracts. The three­
piece band is exploding in the rock 
scene with Zeppelin sound and 

Townsend's Joplin-inspired vocals. 
Mark Bragg's unconventional 

act kept a few people dancing, while 
others seemed confused. There was 
no lack in talent, but Bragg music 
sounds more like that of a mathema­
tician than a musician. 

The lead singer's stage antics 
were entertaining and the music 
was energetic. Bragg also incorpo­
rated comedy into the show, jump­
ing on the stage like an orangutan. It 
seemed a bit silly, but the remaining 
crowd was receptive. 

-Magen Powell, Staff Contributor 

In-Flight Safety's John Mullane was a familiar face on the Marquee stage. P to J hn F"lt.:k 

Joel Plaskett picked up three ECMA awards at Sunday night's gala. P to JOhn P c 1r 

ECMA 2007 Gala Awards Show@ the 
Metro Centre, Feb. 18 

I t took two hours to figure out what 
exactly I was watching on Sunday 

night as I sat at the ECMA 2007 Gala 
Awards Show. 

The cold, metallic hockey arena, 
transformed into a pseudo-awards 
assembly, was still half full of par­
ents in parkas. The only evidence of 
a "gala" was a few ladies who stiffly 
traversed the bleachers in stilettos. 

The awards for classical record­
ing, gospel recording and blues re­
cording were given out. 

The show seemed underway, 
though the process was completely 
unlike American awards shows such 
as the Golden Globes or Academy 
Awards. 

The presenters perfunctorily 
announced categories, the winners 
were modest and the jokes were im­
promptu, awkward and refreshingly 
genuine. 

The setup of the show was art­
lessly disorganized - children ran 
for popcorn in the middle of accep­
tance speeches and grandfatherly 
security guards practiced a mild 
form of crowd control by vaguely 
gesturing to where people were sup­
posed to sit. 

The entire thing was similar to 
a PTA meeting or peewee hockey 
awards ceremony and, I was enjoying 
this equally unglamourous version. 

Something felt distinctly Mari­
time about the experience and, 

whenever the host linked the words 
"Halifax" and "community" togeth­
er, I found the sentimental descrip­
tion honest. 

All this changed when the EC­
MAs went live. Fifteen minutes be­
fore the pre-gala show became the 
"real" gala show, the host told the 
audience to demonstrate how great 
Halifax is to the rest of Canada. 
This included not leaving our seats, 
cheering maniacally at absolutely 
nothing or keeping an unholy, col­
lective silence. 

And then the epileptic light show 
began, the Trailer Park Boys busted 
through a wall in a "stolen" car and 
the audience, now suddenly full of 
"seat fillers ," began clapping roboti­
cally. 

The first awards were given to In 
Flight Safety and Jill Barber, artists 
who had won different awards in the 
precious pre-gala award show. The 
musicians now sounded fanatically 
happy and, sadly, cliched. 

Suddenly, the ECMAs became 
the boring awards show from TV; fol­
lowing the same repetitive, lackadai­
sical formula. 

I finally figured out that I had 
been watching the pre-gala awards 
for the last two hours - and that it 
was the awards show of my dreams. 
Perhaps not primetime material. but 
at least somewhat representative of 
the true. unassuming Halifax most 
of us live in. 

- Laura Trethewey, Arts Editor 



Answering to ECMAs 
No Cases show different side of Halifax music 

In response to feelings that the Aliant-sponsored ECMAs are over-commercialized, local musicians created the No Cases, 
a weekend of concerts organized by musicians themselves to coincide with the ECMAs. The No Cases may present a more 

realistic cross-section of the Halifax music scene, without the cell phones. 

The Ghost Bees performed a short but sweet set at the Bus Stop Theatre. I nhoto. As~le gh (, u 

The No Cases: 
Great Plains, Museum Pieces, Shotgun 
and Jaybird and NV@ The Bus Stop 
Theatre, Feb. 16. 

Apparently, this show was a No 
Case event. 
But the implication of alterna­

tivity was suspiciously absent. There 
were only Halifamous faces or stal­
wart Maritime musicians on the Bus 
Stop's stage. 

Shotgun and Jaybird, an indie 
band from New Brunswick, made 
more than a few beguiling jokes about 
coming from Truro. The audience 
laughed, but they were just as con­
fused as me. Perhaps this stage banter 
was a slam against Truro. If that's the 
case, we can all laugh heartily. 

The group also tittered about 
releasing a new album but the new 
songs played from this upcoming 
"joke" album were tight and origi­
nal. The band is departing from its 
overly Pavement-inspired sound 
and somewhat contrived bitterness, 
creating a sound distinctly its own. 

The group might lose a few fans 
as it tinkers with an already estab­
lished and appreciated sound. These 
experimentations are a rewarding 
abandonment of Shotgun and Jay­
bird's clean lo-ti sound and descend 
into a darker, more personal recess. 

The Museum Pieces, with Andy 
March on drums and Tyler Mes­
sick on guitar, is quickly becom­
ing one of the most ambitious acts 
in Halifax. Messick's smooth voice 
and sober songwriting is accented 
with March's controlled but volatile 
drumming style. 

The live show is frighteningly in­
tense. March claws masterfully over 
his drums with unrelenting energy 
while Messick stands collected, eyes 
closed, sometimes even turning his 
back to the audience. 

At times, March's drumming rose 
to such a pitch of flailing contortions 
that it forced Messick to jump out of his. 
stoic rock star posture. Crouching on 
the floor in front of March's drum set, 
Messick peered wide-eyed at March 
as if pushing the drummer onward. Or 
the two would glare steadfastly at one 

another, their instruments and the 
audience's gaze merely superfluous 
elements to the tense scene. 

Finally, a quick note to the Bus 
Stop Theatre: thanks for sticking 
to the "let's bring back Gottingen 
Street" rallying cry that seemed to 
die out a few years ago. Your bath­
room is officially nicer than mine. 

-Laura Trethewey, Arts Editor 

The No Cases: 
Ruby jean, Fall Horsie, Stacey Low 
Brown, A Helpful Diagram and Ghost 
Bees @ The Bus Stop Theatre, Feb. 17. 

The Bus Stop Theatre is fast be­
corning one of Halifax's favou­

rite hybrid venues. In the past three 
years, I've seen its antechamber 
alone triple as a waiting room, coat 
check and banquet hall. Its main 
space regularly hosts theatre pro­
ductions, song circles, poetry read­
ings, punk shows, and, as on Satur­
day night, disparate local folk band 
mash-ups. 

The original press for the show 
penned Fall Horsie to appear sepa­
rate from and much earlier in the 
night than Stacy Low Brown, the two 
acts merged on the night to comple­
ment Brown's powerful rasp with 
the fuller strings and keyboards of 
Fall Horsie. While Brown's set might 
have been tighter alone, the collabo­
ration was not without moments of 
synchronization. 

A Helpful Diagram, ex-Ghost 
Bee Aaron Mangle's one-man band, 
focused the crowd's attention with 
his charmingly unscripted set and 
sombre, buttery vocals. 

Ghost Bees, Romy and Sari Light­
man, closed the night with the help 
of Andy March, fresh from an earlier 
set with the Museum Pieces at Sam 
the Record Man. While Romy's cold 
cut the set short, the sickly twin 
played a perfect Pollyanna, which I 
guess makes March the curled old 
spinster aunt, hunched stoically 
over his glockenspiel or weaving 
disapprovingly on his bass. 

It was a night of sometimes 
pleasing, sometimes disappointing, 
sometimes sweet and sometimes 
creepy, hybrids. 

And the bathroom of the Bus 
Stop is singularly superb. 

-Ashleigh Gau~ Assistant Arts Editor 

ECzeMA Awards Show: 
TMA, the Maynards, the Stolen Minks, 
Picnicface and Windom Earle @ Gus' 
Pub, Feb. 18. 

The first signs of spring heralded 
the close of this year's ECzeMA 

awards show at Gus' Pub. Smok­
ers mingled jovially in the balmy 
evening air outside and non-smok­
ers took the opportunity to exit the 
North End pub for a stroll. 

The crowd was filled with fresh 
faces and scene regulars alike, both 
on stage and off. TMA opened the 
night with a thrashing, angst-filled set 
that matched the spirit of an awards 
show created in response to the often 
over-commercialized ECMAs. 

Mark Black announced a succes­
sion of silly awards from Gus' greatest 
resident bar tender to the best post of 
the year on halifaxlocals.com. 

The awards were superfluous. 
You just had to look from the smiling 
faces of the dancers and minglers to 
the upbeat sets of the Stolen Minks 
and the Maynards to see that the 
greatest reward of the night was just 
to be a part of that energy. 

Picnicface cracked up the crowd 
and, for the first time ever, the crowd 
stuck around after the set. You only 
have to notice these things to see the 
best privilege of the Halifax scene is 
the Halifax scene. 

-Kristin Pastemuk, Arts Omtributor 



Heavy together again 
Heavy Meadows reunite to make new album 

ASHLEIGH GAUL 

Assistant Arts Editor 

"Heavy Meadows? Where the hell 
has Heavy Meadows been for the past 
20years?" 

- Claude Alain Alain, former 
Heavy Meadows fan. 

Twenty years ago, Heavy Mead­
ows vocalist Virgil Muir was 

perfecting his Eddie Vedder imper­
sonation in front of the bathroom 
mirror in Ontario before school on 
Monday morning. Guitarist Seth 
Timothy was probably playing air 
guitar to King Crimson in Victoria, 
B. C. and Berm Ross was likely parad­
ing through a Nova Scotian kitchen, 
banging on pots and pans. 

They were far too young to be in 
a rock band. 

Perhaps Claude Alain Alain is ex­
aggerating, but he poses a question 
that has been on the mind of many 
Halifax scenesters wondering where 
Heavy Meadows has been. 

Four years ago, Muir, Timothy, 
Ross, and then-bassist JeffWheaton 

LI DONG 

Staff Contributor 

The challenge: 20 guys in three 
hours. 

Get your mind out of the gutter. 
I'm talking about speed dating. 

I was skeptical about such a 
flurry of dating all in one evening. 
My skepticism heightened when I 
was informed that these 20 dates 
would occur on Valentine's Day. 

What kind of person actually 
goes speed dating? 

On the one hand, I could be 
committing to an evening full of 
charming, attractive bachelors. On 
the other hand, I could be signing 
up for three hours of quality time 
with the members of the Kling-on 
Appreciation Society and some 
dudes with sweet Pokemon collec­
tions. 

When I arrived at the event, I 
was pleasantly surprised to see that 
the people I was about to "date" 
were fairly normal looking. Every­
one there seemed like an average 
guy/girl at an average bar on an 
average night- no uni-brow cave­
men, no tuxedoed Don Juans \vith 
roses between their teeth, just nor­
mal people. 

After a drink or t\vo and some 
casual co-mingling, the registra­
tion began, skillfully supervised by 
members of the Dalhousie Dating 
Society. Yes, that's a real society. 

The males were all given an "ice­
breakers" sheet featuring conversa­
tion starters such as the innocent "If 
you could make three wishes what 
would they be?" to the more leading 
question, "On a scale of one to 10, 
how adventurous are you?" 

And then, the games began. 
Only five minutes per date. That's 
pretty short, right? 

Some of the bachelors were 
entertaining conversationalists (a 
short five minutes). Some were a 
little nervous and stuck to the ice­
breakers list (a normal five min­
utes). Some exhibited no discern­
able sense of humour (a long five 
minutes). 

Some were quite nice to look 
at (a short five minutes) and some 
stared longingly into their beer as if 
the secret to speed dating was at the 
bottom oftheir glass (excruciatingly 

were in the centre of Halifax's music 
scene, hosting a short documentary 
for the CBC on schmoozing at the 
ECMAs and playing shows to sup­
port their own nomination in the 
festival: best alternative group of 
2003. They had been playing music 
together for four years. 

Muir, Wheaton, Ross and Timo­
thy created Heavy Meadows in Hali­
faxin 2000. 

By that time, Muir had perfected 
his Eddie Vedder impersonation 
along with that of Billie Holliday, 
while developing his own rambling, 
though melancholic, vocal style. 

According to Muir and Timothy, 
Berm Ross was playing in 12 different 
bands when he joined the group in 
2000. Wheaton was a full-time cam­
eraman doubling as the band's bass­
ist, who quit in 2004. 

Timothy was already an ac­
complished guitarist, but when 
he walked into an empty cafe one 
morning, he also became a self­
taught keyboardist. 

"Peter Boileau [from the now­
defunct Horseshoes and Hand Gre-

long five minutes). 
But who am I to judge? 
By the end of the night, I had 

met businessmen, UFC fighters, 
exchange students, army reservists, 
varsity athletes and one or two re­
ally, really drunk guys. While I may 
not have found a "soul mate," I did 
expand my dating horizons and, all 
things considered, had a good time. 

I may have done 20 guys in three 
hours, but I have no regrets. 

- Leslie Flemming 

It was a dark and stormy Valen­
tine's Day and my co-writer and I 
were sitting in the T-Room with 40 
other Dal students, waiting for the 
speed dating fiasco to begin. 

It was a night that would surely 
arouse a full spectrum of human 
emotions. 

The process is simple: 20 girls sit 
at 20 tables while 20 men talk with 
them. After five minutes, the men 
move over a seat and repeat the 
process. 

The whole formula is predicated 
on three shaky principles: women 
are the choosers and men the woo­
ers, five minutes is long enough for 
one to infer whether they want to 
see a person romantically and in no 
way does this experience feel con­
trived or artificial. Even if it does, 
love shall overcome. 

To be semi-charming and/or 
coherent to 20 girls consecutively 
is more exhausting than one would 
imagine. Also, around date nine 
or 10 the process starts to get re­
petitive. One thing I've definitely 
learned is that knowing where a girl 

nades] was just sitting there, and 
he looked at me, and said 'hey, you 
want a keyboard?' and I took it," says 
Timothy. "But on one condition. I 
can't sell it. I have to give it away. But 
I won't do that now, either." 

Timothy's inherited keyboard, 
a vintage oscillator in the style of 
Herbie Hancock and Parliament, 
melded with Muir's unorthodox vo­
cal training, Wheaton's dilettante 
style and Ross's dogged, obsessive 
approach. Four years later, the band 
had toured eastern Canada, made 
music videos, earned an ECMA 
nomination, and produced a na­
tionally charting album. 

And then Timothy moved to Wm­
nipeg. 

Heavy Meadows never officially 
broke up, but the 2,000 miles of dis­
tance between members put a stop to 

comes from helps me determine 
how much I like her. 

That's not to say the experience 
was a negative one. On the con­
trary, almost every girl I talked to 
seemed relaxed and in good spirits. 
I had been drinking for a while, so 
I fared well (and I hardly ever used 
my icebreaker conversation sheet!) 
The friendlier girls had no problem 
carrying on pleasant conversations 
about theatre, history, literature, so­
ciety, world news, mathematics (se­
riously) and bestiality (not joking). 

At times, five minutes wasn't 
enough to get to know a girl prop­
erly. At other, more awkward times, 
five minutes felt like an hour. My ex­
perience with one girl was similar to 
a chat with a rude wall. But there's 
always exceptions. 

Although students don't realize 
it now, when they go out into the 
working world it becomes incred­
ibly difficult to meet people. Social 
devices such as speed dating must 
be created in order to facilitate the 
mingling of singles. 

There are some who believe the 
whole process is a cold, mechanical 
attempt at engineering something 
that should happen between two 
people naturally. This perspective 
is overly rigid and takes the idea of 
"true love" a little too purely. 

In reality, speed dating is a light­
hearted way to spend a night meet­
ing friendly, attractive and interest­
ing new people. Except for that one 
girl. 

-UDong 

regular practices, and the band never 
managed more than two shows a year. 

As for long distance collabora­
tion in the style of the Postal Service, 
Muir shakes his head. "We tried, but 
there was never enough time." 

The band members pursued 
side projects, one of which resulted 
in Benn Ross's Fabulous Band- ac­
cording to Timothy and Muir, Ross 
has still been playing in about 12 
different bands. 

Meanwhile, Muir has been ex­
perimenting with an African percus­
sion band and Timothy continued 
a side project, Cantaloupe Wang, 
which he began in Halifax. 

After a four-year hiatus, Timo­
thy returned to his first love, Heavy 
Meadows. The group plans to start 
work on a second album this spring. 
The band intends to keep its origi-

nal name and, with the exception 
of the loss of Wheaton, the original 
lineup, but Heavy Meadows will not 
slink into its old routine. 

Timothy says the band will broad­
en its sound on the new album. 

"More loud. And more soft, too," 
he says. "More dynamics." 

"It's already happening," Muir 
adds. 

Heavy Meadows will also look 
for more guest appearances, both in 
the recording studio and on stage, 
says Timothy. 

Heavy Meadows hopes to reach 
a wider audience through touring. 

"We want to play different ven­
ues," says Timothy. "Like a parks 
tour ... We'd like to tour every major 
provincial park." 

The band will play its first show 
on Prince Edward Island this month 
and Timothy wants to play New­
foundland in the summer. 

And where will Heavy Meadows 
be 20 years from now? 

"I don't know," says Muir. ''I'd 
like to play in Egypt, maybe in one 
of the pyramids." 

And Berm Ross will probably still 
be playing in about 12 different bands. 

Catch Heavy Meadows before they 
run off to Egypt on May 11 at the Attic 
with the Mercy Band. 
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Martin Scorsese, yet to win an Oscar, is nominated for 2006's The Departed. 

CHRIS METLER 

Arts Contributor 

The 79th Annual Academy 
Awards nominations were an­
nounced recently. Among the nom­
inees, the least surprising was Mar­
tin Scorsese for best director. 

Little can be said about Scors­
ese that people don't already know. 
Nearly 65 years old, he is experi­
encing a welcome resurgence in 
popularity in the twilight of his ca­
reer. But Scorsese has never won an 
Oscar for best director. 

Scorsese can be likened to Alfred 
Hitchcock. Like Scorsese, Hitchcock 
was recognized as a genre director by 
the academy, and his groundbreak­
ing efforts were largely ignored. 

Nearly 30 years after his death, 
there is no doubt Hitchcock is a great 
master in cinematic history. And 
Scorsese, despite his irnrnense re­
spect and prestige, has never been a 
part of the Hollywood establishment. 

Hollywood likes its own kind 
and Scorsese is a New York film­
maker at heart. He has remained 
independent, assuming total con­
trol over his pictures, and has never 
compromised his vision. 

From the brooding intensity 
of Taxi Driver (1976) to the Shake-

spearian tragedy of a fighter in Rag­
ing Bull (1980) and three decades of 
life in the mob in Goodfellas (1990). 
Scorsese has earned his reputation 
as America's finest living director. 

Screenwriter Samuel A. Taylor 
once said, "The basic hypocrisy of Hol­
lywood is that they don't really believe 
film is an art ... Hollywood believes the 
art of film lays in the content." 

Hollywood and the academy 
are less interested in the technique 
and its effectiveness in telling a 
story than in the morality and pro­
fundity of the story itself. 

This was the case when uplift­
ing, Hollywood-friendly films like 
Rocky(l976), Ordinary People(l980) 
and Dances With Wolves (1990) won 
awards over Scorsese's graphic and 
thematic street pictures. 

The Departed is his modern mas­
terpiece. It is a work on par with his 
finest films. Only Scorsese could 
take that subject matter, so famil­
iar to him and his audiences, and 
again render it with passion, origi­
nality and stunning technique. 

I wouldn't necessarily expect 
The Departed to pick up the tro­
phy for best picture, but I hope 
the academy will right its 30-year 
wrong and read Martin Scorsese's 
name for best director. 

CALNEN PHOTOGRAPHY 
Calnen Photography is proud to be the official graduation photographer 
authorized by the Dalhousie Student Union. 

Our studio/gallery is located at 1469 Birmingham St. 
just south of Spring Garden Road . 

Professionalism, superlative quality and competitive pricing since 1972. 

For more information 
or to schedule an 
appointment, 
call: 

423-8840 

Email : studio@calnenphotography.com 

Visit us on the web : www.calnenphotography.com 

Pocketful of DJ might 
The Spin Doctors mix up Tribeca's iPod battle 

}EN BOND 

Staff Contributor 

Aspiring iPod DJs finally have a 
competition to call their own in 

Halifax. The iPod battles that have 
roused crowds in Paris and London 
have arrived in the Maritimes. 

On Feb. 9, Tribeca's second iPod 
battle packed the venue, despite fall­
ing on the same night as the city's 
attempt at a record-breaking pub 
crawl. Eight pairs of contestants 
decked out in their favourite cos­
tumes loaded iPods with music and 
took the stage. The stakes were high: 
bragging rights and the official title 
of iPod champion. 

Ryan McNutt, a member of the 
Spin Doctors, one of the finalist teams, 
said do-it-yourself DJing appealed to 
him and teammate Travis Smith. 

"Every music fan has been at a 
party or a club and had the urge to run 
up to the OJ booth, hijack the sound 
system and play something better," 
he says. "An iPod battle lets music 
geeks appease these urges without 
getting thrown out on the street." 

The battle plan is simple: teams 
draw names out of a hat to determine 
who will be pitted against whom. In 
the first round, each team plays a min­
ute from five different songs. Compet­
itors can queue up their iPods to start 
at any moment in the song or edit the 

best parts into one file. A decibel meter 
reading measures the crowd's reaction 
and the loudest outburst advances the 
team to the next round. 

At this battle, the second and third 
rounds only permitted three songs per 
team, meaning teams had less time to 
secure audience support. Because the 
only gauge of success is audience ap­
preciation, teams used costumes, wild 
dancing and old-fashioned showboat­
ing to work up the crowd. 

Audience member Eddie LaRusic 
said a mix of danceable music and 
good stand-bys makes for a winning 
set list. 

"There were some classic tracks, 
and those were good for nostalgia ... 
[but] being familiar with the song 
is less important then simply being 
able to enjoy its [beat]." 

The Spin Doctors - a name that 
pays homage to the two DJs' jobs in 
public relations- made it to the fi­
nal round by appealing to a large au­
dience with an eclectic mix of music. 
From Guns N' Roses to the Killers, 
most of the crowd found something 
to cheer for. 

"We wanted to be the team that 
people kept in the competition 
round after round to see what great, 
eclectic stuff we'd pull out next," said 
McNutt. 

But in the end, the Game Boys, 
Yusef Dennis and Andrew Hines, 

!Pod battles have just arrived in Halifax. 

took the title. With obvious crowd 
support behind it, the duo finally 
out-mixed the Spin Doctors. The 
winning team's advantage lay in its 
easy prowess in front of a crowd. 

McNutt offered advice for aspir­
ing iPod gladiators. "Go outside of 
your comfort zone a little," he says. 
"Play to the crowd but don't pander 
to it and hope that you don't cross 
paths with the Spin Doctors, or your 
prognosis won't be pleasant." 



----~--------------------------------------~~-------------------------------------------------------~- ~----

Helen Mlrren should take the Oscar for her role as Queen Elizabeth II In The Queen. 

Oscar picks 
The Gazette weighs in on contenders 

BRITTANY CURRAN 

Staff Contributor 

The 79th Annual Academy Awards 
will be a night of glamour, great 

expectations and angst. Six catego­
ries unquestionably dominate the 
evening. 

Eddie Murphy may take home the 
award for best supporting actor for 
Dreamgirls. Whether people loved it 
or hated it, the point is that they saw 
it. While this atten tion could trans­
late into a golden statue for Murphy, 
Mark Wahlberg in The Departed is 
stiff competition. Once a member of 
New Kids on the Block, Wahlberg re­
invented himself in to a polished ac­
tor who might take the award. 

For the best actor category, Peter 
O'Toole's performance in Venus is 
engaging and worthy of the statue. 
But my bets are on Forest Whittaker 
for his supreme portrayal of Idi Am in 
in The Last King of Scotland. 

As for the best actress category, 
Helen Mirren, Penelope Cruz, Judi 
Dench, Meryl Streep and Kate Wins­
let will battle it out. This roster drips 

with talent and flair, but Helen Mir­
ren's depiction of Queen Elizabeth 
II in The Queen is sure to place her 
first. 

The lovely 10-year-old Abigail 
Breslin was a refreshing nomination 
for best supporting actress, Jennifer 
Hudson will snatch the award for her 
role in Dreamgirls. Another singer­
turned-actor, Hudson's innate on­
stage charisma amazed audiences 
and the academy. 

The competition for best picture 
is fierce. While Letters from Iwo l ima 
and Little Miss Sunshine are excep­
tional contenders, the brawl will take 
place between Babel, The Departed 
and The Queen. Babel took home 
best picture at this year's Golden 
Globes, but The Queen will reign at 
the Oscars. 

Finally, the most grueling cat­
egory of the night: best director. Mar­
tin Scorsese for The Departed and 
Stephen Frears for The Queen will go 
head to head. My money's on Scors­
ese. He has yet to win best director de­
spite being nominated six times in the 
past, but a win wouldn't be for pity. 

The Marine Institute. 
Where you want to be. 

Food Safety 
Protect Canada's food industry with a strong technical 
education in food safety, inspection, quality assurance, 
security, traceability, nutrition labelling and biotechnology. 

Integrated Coastal and Ocean Management 
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Water Quality 
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graduate program of its kind in Atlantic Canada. Understand 
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Public sex: air down there 
HUGH WALLACE 

Sex Columnist 

Shady-looking men in trench 
coats, women on Bourbon Street 

and college students at Mardi Gras 
on spring break are just some exam­
ples of people you might find naked 
in public. 

Public nudity is something hu­
man beings either agree or disagree 
\vith, d~pending on the situation at 
hand. If you're caught having sex 
with someone in a bar washroom, 
you'll probably get a stern "please 
leave." lfyou're caught flashing your 
bits to anyone, whether purposeful 
or not, you could legally be charged 
for "indecent exposure." 

My question is whether or not 
being naked in public is indecent, or 
natural. 

Most people would like to say 
natural. Ontario made it legal for 
women to go topless in public to 
establish more equality with men. 
But according to the REAL Women of 
Canada website, the Supreme Court 
ruling was peti tioned by more than 
60,000 men and women's signatures, 
claiming that being topless is inde­
cent exposure, harmful to children 
and so on. 

What is more natural, may I ask, 
than a pair of breasts? 

My hope is all of you reading this 
are saying "nothing." But assuming 
that would be the same as assuming 
everyone has blue eyes - just plain 
wrong. 

This leads me to my topic of the 
week: public sex. 

Sex in public can be exhilarat­
ing. It is shocking for some and 
definitely goes against the norm of 
sex in bed. The fear or excitement of 
getting caught drives some people 
absolutely crazy with lustful desire. 
It is definitely an interesting thing to 

1 engage in. 

Remember that not everyone finds it amusing catching two lovers in the midst of sex. 

There are many safer and less 
obvious places to have public sex. 
On the rooftops of certain buildings, 
public restrooms and parked cars 
are some suggestions SexlOl.com 
offers. I'm sure we can all think of at 
least one. My favourite idea would 
have to be an elevator. The movies 
make it look so exhilarating. 

The basic thing to remember 
when choosing that perfec t place is 
not everyone finds catching two lov­
ers in the midst of sex amusing. I'd 
even hazard to say that some would 
find it rather offensive. Police offi­
cers, well, I shouldn't have to finish 
that one. Be careful. 

The next thing to remember is 
there should be some risk of getting 
caught. That is the entire thrill of the 
situation. It can be embarrassing, 
but it is pretty funny, too. 

And make sure both you and 
your partner are game for the ex­
perience. Both people need to be 
willing participants in the exercise. 
Do not to pressure your partner into 
doing something they don't want to 
do - the golden rule of any sexual 
encounter. 

Writing that public nudity is OK 
and we should explore this realm of 
sexual fantasy does not, or at least 
should not, correlate with predatory 
behaviour. 

It should be a world of coupled 
public sex, not a world of sexually 
preying on the public. In no way do l 
encourage or endorse any sexual ac­
tivity that is undertaken distastefully 
in public - don't be that person in 
the trench coat. 

This exercise is not for the faint 
of heart. It is something that is un­
charted territory for most people. 
Steps to take before going for the fi ­
nal leap? Try having sex somewhere 
private other than your bedroom, or 
even your house. 

Public sex can be fun. Be sure to 
think about what you are going to do 
before you do it. Planning ahead is 
sometimes crucial in sex, especially 
when it involves the public. Go frolic 
my friends, feel the fresh breeze on 
each other's genitals. Maybe wait a 
couple of months. It's a bit too cold. 

E-mail your sex questions or com­
ments to sex@dalgazette.ca 

' . 

International Produce: Richard Swift 

LAuRA TRETHEWEY 

Arts Editor 

The first two tracks of Rich­
ard Swift's third album, Dressed Up 
For The Letdown, seems to pick up 
where his first two albums left off. 

On the beginning title track, 
the California musician's gliding 
vocals swoon over the silence of an 
echo-tilled hallway and faraway tap 
dancing crackles across the smooth 
veneer of his voice. 

ASHLEIGH GAUL 

Assistant Arts Editor 

I am about to tell Tomcat Com­
bat something the band members 
have probably already heard: their EP 
would be wonderful if it had vocals. 

Friends have probably men­
tioned the moog glissando at the 
two-minute mark of "Black Belt 
LA." Belle and Sebastian used a syn­
thesizer in almost exactly the same 
way on "Electronic Renaissance," 
but with layered monotone vocals 

Now that Swift has dropped 
the record needle down again, the 
listener is left wondering if he has 
spun forward at all. The same lo-ti 
indie pop sound is there, but the 
encroaching fuzziness, distant lilt­
ing voices, carnival-esque twinkling 
and creepy, yet sweet ambience of 
his last albums is missing. 

Dressed Up For The Letdown is 
a perfection album: Swift decided to 
concentrate on elegant reincarnations 
of dreamy, forlorn pop of the past. 

over the spacey synth technique to 
a euphoric effect. 

I'll say it again: some monotone 
vocals would have been nice. 

I'm sure their parents have al­
ready mentioned this. Stereolab 
grounded their overlydance-y num­
bers in robotic French nonsense. 
Tomcat Combat would be wise to 
follow Stereo lab's example. 

But I'm going to teU them anyways: 
the first half of ''Murray Black" could 
use a little robotic French nonsense. 

The band's sisters and broth-

Fans of his lush experimentations 
might urge him to continue down this 
path, but he seems to declare his mu­
sical territory on this album. 

The album's title seems to ac­
knowledge this declaration - Swift, 
disappointed with progress's de­
structive grind forward, has placed 
his allegiance in the ornamental but 
unoriginal sounds of the past. I hope 
Swift might resurrect his optimistic 
tampering and not let the title be­
come a self-fulfilling prophecy. 

ers have likely already drawn the 
comparison. The recorded voices 
on "Building a Better Bridge to Ant­
arctica" are a lot like those on God­
speed! You Black Emperor's "East 
Hastings." 

But I might as well point out 
that the recording is most effective 
in "East Hastings" when it drowns 
out real vocals. So why am I telling 
Tomcat Combat something they've 
already heard? I don't know. I'm not 
even right. Track 5 is perfect. Vocals 
would have ruined it. 



After watching the romantic 
comedy Norbit, the phrase "How you 
doin?" inspires laughter as it conJures 
up images - maybe they should be 
called nightmares- of Rasputia, the 
female lead of the movie. 

Eddie Murphy stars as three 
characters: Norbit, a geeky but lov­
able guy, Rasputia, a monstrous 
female bully, and Mr. Wong, a Chi­
nese restaurant owner who runs an 
orphanage under the same roof. 

When Norbit finds out his wife 
has cheated on him with her dance 
instructor, he remains faithful and 

stays in the loveless marriage. But 
when his hrst love, Kate ( l'!Mndit: 
'\!ewton) reappears in town, he ts 
given an opportunity to pursue 
true love. The movie also stars Cuba 
Gooding Jr. as Kate's fiancee. 

I went to the show because I'm 
an Eddie Murphy fan, but he has 
had some bad luck at the box office 
with movies like T12e Klumps and 
This movie is worth watching for its 
memorable, funny characters. 

Some jokes are reminiscent of 
the stand-up routines of popular co­
median Russell Peters, whose jokes 
are largely based on cultural ste­
reotypes. According to the Internet 
Movie Database, the movie was re-

edited for a larger viewing audience. 
but there are still scene~ with sexual 
humour and cultural stereotypes 
that may offend some people. 

The seats at the movie's pre­
miere were filled with families and 
dating couples who laughed so 
loudly it felt like the walls were vi­
brating. 

The public and die-hard fans 
can surely enjoy Murphy's multiple 
personalities as well as appreciate 
the time he invested to transform 
into these hilarious characters. The 
Mr. Wong scenes alone will guaran­
tee some hilarious outtakes on the 
DVD version. 

Graduate Tax Credit 
Are you a recent university 
· or college grad? 

The Province of Nova Scotia is offering a Graduate Tax Credit to 
anyone living and working in Nova Scotia who graduated from an 

eligible post-secondary program on or after January 1/ 2006. 

This credit could reduce your 
Nova scotia income taxes by $1 ,ooo. 

For more information/ visit 

www.graduatetaxcredit.ns.ca 
or call 1-800-670-4357 
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Bum Baby Bum 

BOOKS VERSUS SLUTS 

At the end of reading week, a student is often confronted with one 
of two ghastly conclusions. The first is the feeling that you've actually ~ 

accomplished some work. This feeling is coupled with the realization that 
the next t\vo months will see only more schoolwork steadily increasing 
until you spontaneously combust 

The second conclusion is one of guilt over an obvious avoidance of 
all work related objects: wxtbooks, calcul< tors or even pencils. Whether 
you actuallv !>tudied, or just lied to yourself ..1bout cracking the books, this 
l.st of songs will hopefully keep you going. 

l. "'The Book Lovers" Broadcast 
2. "Faking the Books" Lah Puna 
3. "Benefits of Lying" Apples in Stereo 
4. "One Heavy February"- Architecturc in Helsinki 
5. "Carry that Weight' The Beatles 
6. "Everybody's Gotta Learn Sometime' Beck 
7. "Pressed in a Book" -The Shins 
8. "What Will You Do When Your ')untan fades?" Beulah 
9. "Feel the Pain"- Dinosaur Jr. 
10. 'The Shape of Things That Never C.ome" Jonathan fire*Eater 

My definition of"slut" is 'someone who is sexually promiscuous.' I 
have chosen to further limit the list with another requirement: the slut in 
question must prove his or her promiscuity in the narrative of the song. 

Without further adieu: 

l. " ! Got Erection"- Turbonegro 
2. "Milkmaids"- Hefner 
3. "Slip It In"- Black Flag 
4. "Straker Ace" -Lovage 
5. "Leopard-Skin Pill-Box Hat"- Bob Dylan 
6. "Teach Me Tiger" -April Stevens 
7. "Funky Cold Medina"- Tone Loc 
8. "Cherry Bomb" -The Runaways 
9. "Tick"- Yeah Yeah Yeahs 
10. "I Want a Little Sugar in My Bowl"- Nina Simone 

The best thing about Japan costs S4 dollars and comes in a box. 

The full Tokyo story 
Japan questions answered 

KRISTIN SLONSKY 

Arts Contributor 

J\ s a person who lived in Japan for 
rla. long time, I feel there are many 
things people should know before ap­
plying to teach Engli~h there, or even 
visiting. 

For example, April is the most 
beautiful time of year because the 
cherry trees are in bloom. Mount Fuji 
can only be climbed in July and August. 
There is so much more to Japanese 
food than sushi. I could talk about Ja­
pan for hours on end, but for the sake 
of brevity, I'll limit myself to the top five 
questions that people ask me. 

Do you need to speak Japanese? 
Nope, anyone can survive without fluen­
cy; but it definitely makes day-to-day life 
easier. Most Japanese people understand 
a lot more English than a foreigner might 
think, but some are ashamed of their ac­
cents and pretend to not know a word. 

Is Japan an expensive place to live 
in? Tokyo is expensive, but the rest 
of the country is amazingly afford­
able. Most bachelor apartments are 
cheaper than in Halifax. A litre of gas 

is pricey, but most Japanese people 
avoid the highway and take commut­
er trains. Grocery stores have several 
rows of fresh, cooked food, which are 
discounted by 50 per cent after 6 p.m. 

What's your favourite thing in Ja­
pan? The vending machines. It feels as 
if there's a vending machine for every­
thing. I'm a particular fan of canned ice 
cafe au lait. If that's not enough, there 
are also machines that sell beer, ciga­
rettes, porn magazines and women's 
underwear. 

What's the worst thing about Ja­
pan? Upon arrival, the average West­
erner must quickly accept that they 
are the minority, and embrace their 
celebrity status. 

For people who have never felt like 
an outcast before, culture shock and a 
strong feeling of isolation can become 
overwhelming. It takes time, but most 
people get used to the stares. Some­
times I felt like shouting "Boo!" or mak­
ing a funny face at someone staring just 
to see how he or she would react. 

What's the best thing about Ja· 
pan? The food, of course! Was there 
ever any doubt? 

-.. 



Taekwondo tournament focuses on fun over winning 
JOEYRYBA 

Sports Editor 

More than 300 taekwondo stu­
dents will take part in a tourna­

ment at Saint Patrick's High School 
on March 9. 

The tournament, organized by 
Carabin's Taekwondo School in Hali­
fax, will feature competitors of vari­
ous ages and skill levels from across 
Nova Scotia, including 15 from Dal­
housie's taekwondo club. 

Dal's taekwondo instructor, 
Master Il-Han Kim, says he's excited 
about the tournament. 

"I'm always waiting for this tour­
nament," says Kim. "People are usu­
ally lazy at this moment because it's 
wintertime and cold. This is a good 
breakup." 

The competition is a provincial 
tournament. Winners will advance to 
a national competition, and poten­
tially to international competition. 

To keep things equal, the tourna­
ment is structured so that only stu­
dents with the same colour belt com­
pete against each other. 

Kim says he isn't sure how his stu­
dents will fair against students of the 
same level from other clubs. He says it 
all depends on how other instructors 
teach. 

"Our class is focused on the right 
techniques," says Kim. "We are fo­
cused on the right way, not expect­
ing to get the first gold or bronze 
medal ... The way I teach is more fo­
cus on discipline and meditation." 

do] to a new level," says Aleksis. "You 
start to realize how you can apply the 
things you learn in class. People per­
form at their highest level in compe­
tition and you get to see them using 
their skill in the most applied way." 

Aleksis says he wants to compete 
because it's a way to see how much 
he has improved since his last tour­
nament. 

"It's good benchmarking experi­
ence," saysAleksis. "It's also good to see 
your peers and the ways the different 
schools teach martial arts. Everybody 
has taken taekwondo, but each master 
will have a little different tweaking on 
how they prefer the kick." 

With the tournament on the ho­
rizon, Aleksis says he training more 
rigourously. His strategy for the 
tournament is to pace himself so he 
doesn't tire early in the match. 

"Last time I was a lot less con­
trolled than I planned," he says. 
"When you first step into it, you're 
stepping into a different experience. 
You tend to bum out quickly and I 
want to be a lot more conservative 
this time." 

Like Kim, Aleksis says having fun 
at the tournament is more important 
than winning medals. 

"It's a great learning experience," 
says Aleksis. "It creates a lot of team 
spirit because you really cheer on 
the other people you see." 

He still wants to perform well at 
the tournament to show his appreci­
ation for his instructor, he says. He's 
never wanted to perform better for 
any other instructor. Kim's students are training harder 

and his classes are more strenuous 
with the tournament approaching, 
but Kim says having fun at the tour­
nament is the most important thing. 

Dal taekwondo club member Adam Aleksis says he wants to perform well at the upcoming tournament to show respect for his Instructor. 

"[Kim is teaching taekwondo] 
to become a better martial artist," 
says Aleksis. "You feel very confi­
dent in his teachings and the way 
he approaches [taekwondo]. He has 
a really strong dedication to his stu­
dents." 

"I'm hoping my students have 
a really good experience more than 
[winning] medals and to realize tae-

kwondo is a practical martial art in 
developing self confidence and dis­
cipline," says Kim. 

Athletes of last week 

Adam Aleksis, a second-year Dal 
student, is competing in a tourna­
ment for his second time. Last year, 

fEMALE ATHLElE . . . · · "' . --- · ~ MAlE ATHLETE ·. -. ·. ·, -"'--·;- ,: 
- • 1 \ .. ~._ :. 

ASHLEY AITKEN 
SWIMMING 

Ashley Aitken had a terrific 
weekend competing in the 
AUS championship at Dal­
housie on Feb. 10 and 11. She 
dominated three events en 
route to becoming champion 
in the 50-metre breaststroke, 
50-metre butterfly and 50-
metre freestyle. Aitken was 
named female athlete of the 
meet. Her performance also 
helped the Tigers win the 
team championship. Aitken 
is a fourth-year kinesiology 
student from Devonshire, 
Bermuda. 

BASKETBALL 

Kate McNeil Jed the way in 
two close wins over rival 
Saint Mary's. In the Tigers' 
69-63 road win on Feb. 15, 
McNeil scored 19 points and 
hauled down 11 rebounds, 
despite being constantly 
double-teamed by Huskie 
defenders. On Feb. 18 at Dal­
plex, she scored 20 points 
and grabbed 10 rebounds. 
The veteran is fourth in 
league scoring and second 
in rebounding. McNeil is a 
third-year biology student 
from Halifax, N. S. 

DOUG YOUNG 
SWIMMING 

Doug Young had a superb 
weekend in the pool on Feb.lO 
and 11, winning three events 
at the AUS championship. 
He won gold in the 50-metre 
and 100-metre breaststroke 
and the 200-metre individual 
medley. Young's performance 
earned him male athlete 
of the meet and led the Tigers 
to the AUS team champion­
ship.Young is a fourth-year 
sociology student from Grand 
Lake, N.S. 

DAN MURRAY 
VOLLEYBALL 

Dan Murray had a great match 
in the Tigers 3-1 victory over 
the UNB Varsity Reds in Fred­
ericton on Feb. 17. With the 
win, the team captured its 
21st consecutive ADS champi­
onship and will be making its 
28th consecutive appearance 
at CIS nationals on Mar. 2 to 4 
in Hamilton. The veteran was 
named player of the match, re­
cording 12 kills and eight digs 
for the Tigers. Murray, an AUS 
first-team all-star, is a third­
year engineering student from 
Oakville, Ont. 

Ph ol, Jon f m, 

it was a different experience from 
class, he says. 

"[Tournaments bring taekwon-
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Formerly the part-time and full-time Official-Language Monitor Program (OLMP) 

Become a language 
assistant and make a 
difference in the lives 
of others. 

folost expensf"i cove ed 



The E 0 L A s A G u s 0 B A R 

D A L H 0 U S I · ... E S 0 F F I C I A L E N G I N E E R I N G N E- W S P A P . E R . ~ ~. .• . 

The Great Northern 
Conaete Toboggan Race 
Leave those GT snow racers, boo­

gie boards and krazy karpets at 
home. The only thing you need is 
a good slab of concrete to rocket 
down a ski hill. 

That's the philosophy of 500 en­
gineeringstudents from universities 
and technical institutions across 
Canada, who united in Winnipeg 
for the 33rd annual Great Northern 
Concrete Toboggan Race. 

The rules are simple: build a 
300-pound sled with all running 
surfaces made out of concrete. The 
sled must be able to seat five peo­
ple, steer and brake. It is then raced 
down a ski hill where sleds can 
reach speeds of over 70 km/hr. 

This year marks Dalhousie's sec­
ond attempt at the race. Building on 

what we learned last year, we were 
able to construct a sled that can eas­
ily compete against the veteran uni­
versities who have been racing since 
the competition began. 

Our 13 member team consisted of 
engineers from multiple disciplines 
including civil, mechanical, industri­
al, environmental, mining and mate­
rials. Together we were able to design 
a sled that was faster, lighter and had 
an actual steering system. 

On Feb. 3, we braved -37 C (with 
a wind chill of -48 C) weather to race 
our sled and achieve a top speed of 
61·km/hr. 

Luckily we all arrived home 
safely with no broken bones to re­
port, though playing spongee took 
a few of us out for a day or two -

more than I can say for some teams, 
which rolled their toboggans result­
ing in some serious injuries. 

Although this year's competi­
tion is over, we have already started 
to plan next year's team. If anyone 
is interested, please check out our 
website at vvvvw.daltoboggan.com, 
which will have pictures of this 
year's competition posted up soon. 
If you want to see some videos of 
this and previous competitions, 
search youtube.com under GNCTR 
to find them. 

The location of next year's event 
has yet to be decided, but work is 
being done to make Halifax a pos­
sible host. If you are interested in 
helping to organize this event please 
contact me at mantolin@dal.ca 

Sexton Engineering Endowment Fund 
Call For Proposals 

For those of you Sextonians that 
have not already heard, it's that time 
of the term again, where we ask you 
how you want to spend the $15 per 
term you contribute to the endow­
ment fund. 

The purpose of this fund is to 
better life for us on Sexton. Exam­
ples of such spending can be seen 
in the new comfy leather furniture 
in the Alumni Lounge and new fur­
niture for society lounges. 

If you have any ideas on how 
you would like to see your $15 
spent, then put together a proposal 
and submit them to dseus@dal.ca. 
The committee will then meet early 
in March to evaluate proposals and 
award funds. 

Examples of past items pro-
posed through SEEF: 

-Workout equipment 
- Lounge Furniture 
- Lab Equipment 

SEXTANT 

-Team Safety Equipment 
- New Digital Camera for the 

Chemical Engineering Department 
- Concrete Canoe Transporta­

tion Rack 
If you have any questions about 

SEEF please email us at dseus@dal. 
ca, or check out dalsexton.ca for ex­
amples of old SEEF proposals 

The Dea£lline for Proposals is Fri­
day, March 2, 2006@ 4 p.m. 

Spread the love 
with development­
friendly Valentine's 

EDANA ROBITAILLE 

So, Valentine's is done for an­
other year. If you've got a Valen­
tine, you probably bought your 
sweetheart chocolate, jewellery 
or a stuffed animal. But don't 
you think that's a little boring? 

If you hadn't bought them, 
she would have killed you, but 
next year maybe you should 
look for some variations on a 
theme. Those who celebrated 
Singles Awareness Day should 
take note as well. Maybe next 
year you won't find yourself 
singing hate songs over a pitch­
er and will be mighty glad for a 
few ideas. 

If you want to show your 
special someone that you are a 
sensitive global citizen you can 
do this by buying gifts that ben­
efit your fellow man. It's quite 
possible to do this and still live 
up to the expectations of the 
traditional Valentine's gift. 

Let's start with chocolate, as 
it's a pretty standard gift for both 
sexes. Cocoa farmers in less de­
veloped countries are seldom 
paid fair prices for their cocoa 
and are often impoverished as 
a result. 

Global and regional cocoa 
price fluctuations inspire multi­
national corporations to pursue 
the lowest price, which almost 
always translates into either 
poverty wages or no business 
at all. 

Fair trade chocolate offers 
farmers a fair price and guar­
anteed buyer for their cocoa so 
they get better wages and an 
increased standard of living. It 
tastes good, too. So impress that 
special someone by purchas­
ing fair trade chocolate instead 
of a generic brand - they'll be 
amazed by your thoughtfulness. 
You can get it at Just Us Fair 
Trade Coffee Roasters on Bar­
rington Street or Planet Organic 
on Quinpool. 

Those of you who want to 
indulge a partner's love of shiny 
objects will probably browse for 
jewellery. Diamonds are espe­
cially popular this time of year. 
The problem with diamonds is 
that people in countries such 
as Sierra Leone, Angola and 
the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo may have been killed for 
them. 

Yes, we're talking blood dia­
monds. Rebel groups in these 
countries sell diamonds to 
northern diamond cutters and 

refiners, using the income to 
buy arms and drugs. Giving 
these groups the means to buy 
weapons makes peace impos­
sible and puts development on 
hold. 

The much-celebrated Kim­
berley Process intends to certify 
that rough diamonds for pur­
chase on the international mar­
ket do not come from banned 

· or conflict regions. When you're 
purchasing jewellery, there is 
still a possibility that it could be 
a conflict diamond. Fortunate­
ly, there is something you can 
do to lower the risk: support the 
home team by buying Canadian 
diamonds. 

Canadian diamonds come 
with an identification num­
ber that allows you to trace a 
diamond back to the mine and 
the company that cut and pol­
ished it. They also come with a 
certificate that verifies that the 
diamond is Canadian. 

According to the Canadian 
Diamond Code of Conduct, 
they have to be kept separate 
from other diamonds the entire 
time they are being cut, pol­
ished and shipped. Participa­
tion in the code is voluntary for 
retailers, so make sure you ask 
before making the purchase. 

Finally, we come to the ever­
popular stuffed animal. It's very 
cute and cuddly for a few days, 
but then it sits around collect­
ing dust. You can do better than 
that. Imagine your lover's sur­
prise and delight when you an­
nounce, "Honey, I bought you a 
goat! I love you." 

The best part is they don't 
even have to look after the goat. 
Instead, it will be living a happy 
and busy life in an underdevel­
oped country providing food 
and livelihoods for a disadvan­
taged family. 

If your partner isn't a fan of 
goats, you can buy animals he 
or she is more attracted to, such 
as chickens, sheep, camels, bees 
and alpacas. Who wouldn't want 
an alpaca purchased on their 
behalf? Look for them online at 
www.farmafrica.org.uk or www. 
oxfamunwrapped.com. 

Valentine's Day is often dis­
missed as a greeting card holi­
day, or a corporate creation 
that has no significance be­
yond consumption. But, with 
the above ideas, you can take 
Valentine's Day back by giving 
compassionate gifts that spread 
the love a little bit broader. 

SEXTANT 
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Thursday, Feb. 22 

Groovln' to Break the Cyde 
9 p.m. @Ginger's Tavern 
Performances by Don Brownrigg, 
Grassmarket, Off The Dock and 
The First Class Jerks. The goal is to 
raise money in renewable micro­
credit loans, to be given out mostly 
to women in the developing world 
to help break the cycle of poverty. 
Presented by the Halifax chapter of 
Agents of Change. 
$5 at the door 

The United States of Atlantica? 
7 p.m. @Just Us! 
Guest speaker Dr. Janet Eaton, 
Canadian Voice ofWomen for 
Peace will be examining a free trade 
concept, spanning the New England 
States and Atlantic Provinces 
For more info: info@nspirg.org I 
902.494.66621 www.nspirg.org 

Friday, Feb. 23 
I No One Is Illegal Meeting 

3 p.m.@ NSPIRG Office, Room 314 of the 
Dalhousie SUB 
General public meeting of the No 
One is Illegal Halifax group, a coali­
tion of immigrants and solidarity 
activists. 
Free 

Saturday, Feb. 24 

Web Design 101 Workshop 
l p.m.@ NSPIRG Office, Room 314 of the 
Dalhousie SUB 
A workshop on designing and creat­
ing an effective website. To register: 
494-6662 or info@nspirg.org. 
Free 

Sundays 

Vegan potluck 
6pm @ the Dal SUB, Room 224 
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Monday, Feb. 26 

Film Screening:"Worldngman's Death" 
8:30pm@ Bell Auditorium, NSCAD U 
Hosted by the NSPIRG Club and 
Cinema Politica, this documentary 
represents a mediation on the world 
of work; from Ukranian coal-miners 
to Indonesian sulpher-miners. 
Free 

I YVednesday,Feb.28 

'Resist/Replace Atlantica' Campaign 
Organizing Meeting 
7 p.m.@ NSPIRG office, Room 314, 
Dalhousie SUB 
A public meeting to mobilize a cam­
paign against 'Atlantica', a free trade 
concept spanning the New England 
States and Atlantic Provinces, which 
threatens to severely undermine 
labor rights and environmental 
standards in the region. For more 
info: resistatlantica@nspirg.org 
Free 

WEEDHUSTLER.COM 
Your're the dealer. The hilarious new 
boardgame that authentically represents 
marijauna culture, www.weedhustler.com 

SUMMER CAMP NORTH OF 
MONTREAL HIRING 
instructors for in-line skatepark, 
high ropes/climbing, waterski, 
windsurf, sailing, canoeing, kayak­
ing, swim, tennis, basketball, soccer, 
gymnastics, archery, football, base­
ball, pottery, arts & crafts, beads/ 
jewellery, jazz dance, electric guitar, 
drama director, female jr. section 
head, and nursing students to assist 
camp doctor. www.mishmar.com, 
camp@mishmar.com 

INDEPENDENT LAKE CAMP 
Camp counselors needed to for a pri­
vate coed residential summer camp 
in the beautiful Pocono Mountains of 
Pennsylvania USA. We are looking for 
people with a dedication to children, 
enthusiasm for diversity, and a desire 
to share their passion in any of the 
following areas: Circus, Basketball, 
Magic, Rock Music, Computers, Vol-

is a good thing 
the SPC Card'" gets you exclusive discounts· at hundreds of Canadian retailers. 

come in today or call 
1-800-HRBLOCK 

hrblock.ca 
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leyball, Creative Crafts, Fine Arts, Ten­
nis,Ufeguards (lake and pool), Swim­
ming, Sailing, Fishing, Water-skiing, 
Kayaking, Canoeing, Theater, Dance, 
Video, Radio Broadcasting, Nature, 
Creative Writing, Soccer, Go-Carts, 
Newspaper, Softball, SAT Prep, ESL, 
Cooking, Lacrosse, BMX, Role Playing 
Games, Golf, Skateboarding, Roller­
blading, Mountain Boarding, Rock­
etry, Mountain Biking, Horseback 
Riding, Climbing Wall, Ropes Course, 
Kitchen, Maintenance, Administra­
tion, Driving, and more. 

June 18th - August 20th $1500-
$2100 plus tips Visit us at the Sum­
mer Job Fair Feb 9th lOam - 3pm 
SMU Loyola Conference Centre Ap­
ply online at www.independentlake. 
com email ilnigel@aol.com 

COLLEGE PRO COMPliTER REPAIR 
Reliable Repairs, Superior Ser­
vice, Realistic Rates. We specialize 
in system cleanups and hardware 
installations. Please call or visit 
our website for more information. 
www. collegeprocomp u ter. com 
Tim: 405 - 6928 Matt: 223 - 2982 

Copying 
Faxing 
Digital Services 
Large Format Printing 
Mailbox Rentals 
Packing Services 
Packing Supplies 
Courier Services 

Queen Street Plaza 
1096 Queen Street 
Tel: 902.423.2788 

The Ut'S Store 
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Where students party & play pool! 
Rode & Roll t.nu 

Dartb-cl 

loarcl Ga-

6 Pool Taw .. 

Snooker T bla 

GraatSpaca 

Ari-Room 

Yoo're going to love this place! 
5187 Soler Street 
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423-2522 - LocasBar.com ---

100% fresh or~anic 
sold frozen 

for your convenience 

Available at Pete's Frootique 
and Saturdays 

at the Halifax Farmers' Market 
(lower level) 

www.lifesgoodsoup. com 


