
INSTRUCTIONS TO AUTHORS 

The Proceedings of the Nova Scotian Institute of Science publishes the proceedings of the In
stitute and original articles, including notes. pertaining to the natural sciences of the Atlan· 
tic Provinces, especially in biology and geology. Manuscripts may be either in English or 
French, and acceptance for publication is based on recommendations of referees. 
Manuscripts should be typewritten, double-spaced on white paper 21.5 by 28 em (8.5 by 11 
in) with margins of 4 em (1.5 in). Underline only material to be set in italics, and use capital 
letters only when letter or words should appear in capitals in the printed paper. layout and 
style should follow that used in this volume. The original copy and one duplicate are 
required. Each page of the manuscript should be numbered, the first page carrying only the 
title, authors' names and affiliations, and any necessary footnotes. 

Spelling should follow that of Webster's Third New Intern~tionill Dictionilry, and authors 
are responsible for consistency in spelling. 

Abbreviations, nomenclature, and symbols for units of measurements should follow in
ternational recommendations. Metric units, SI units and decimals should be used whenever 
possible. Use day/month/year sequence for dates. 00 not use periods after such ab
breviations as " mm, kg. DOE, NRC, etc." 

Taxonomic keys should be in aligned-couplet form in zoology and paleontology, and in 
multi-level indent form in botany. Synonomy in botany, zoology, and paleontology should 
be in the short form-taxon, author, year, page-with full citation in the references. 

An abstract of not more than 200 words should precede the body of the text. This should be 
followed by an introduction, methods, results or observations, discussion, and references. In 
some cases a combination of these sections may be more effective. 

References should be checked with the original article and referred to in the text by author 
and date, in parentheses. References should be listed alphabetically at the end of the 
manuscript. Reference to papers in periodicals must include author, date, title, journal, 
volume number, and inclusive pagination. Serials are abbreviated in the form given in 
Bibliolr~phic Guide for Editors ~nd Authors (the American Chemical Society, 1974). For 
serials not found therein, the abbreviated name in the World List of Scientific Periodic~ls 
(Butterworths, 1963) is used. The following are examples of style for references from jour
nals, books, and symposium volumes: 

Author, A.N. and Other, T.H.E. 1978. Ti tle of the article. Name of Journal, (Volume) 99: 1-10. 
(Omit word volume) 

Author, A.N. and Coauthor, A. 1978. Full Title of Book. Publisher, City. 
Author, A. 1978. Title of Article. In Title of Book or Symposium Volume. (ed. J. Smith and B. 

Jones). Publisher, City, pp. 256-301 . 

Tables should be numbered with roman numerals, having a brief title, and referred to in the 
text. Vertical rules should not be used. Tables musW:>e typed separately from the text on in
dividual pages. 

Originals of illustrations should not be more than three times the size of the final reproduc
tion, 11 by 18 cm. FigUTes, including those in plates, are numbered consecutively in arabic 
numerals, and each referred to in the text. Original drawings, and one set of clean copy, are 
required and should be made with india ink on white paper. All lines must be sufficiently 
thick to reproduce well, and letters and characters sufficiently large to be legible and not 
less than 1 mm high when reduced. Captions for illustrations should be typed separately 
from the text. 

Photographs should be mounted on heavy bristol board, and ready for reproduction. Prints 
must be of high quality on glossy paper with no space between those mounted in groups. 
Photographs of poor quality will be rejected and this, in turn, may require extensive revamp
ing of the ms. 

Color illustrations will be accepted at the discretion of the Editor. However, the cost of color 
reproduction is borne by the authors who must submit a statement accepting this respon
sibility. 

Authors are responsible for editing the alley proof. Orders for reprints, in addition to the 15 
supplied gratis, must be received when the gaily proof is returned. 
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