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GENDER AND HIV/AIDS: INFLUENCING THE GLOBAL AGENDA
Carol Amaratunga, Jacqueline Gahagan, Aideen Reynolds

Since 1999, the Atlantic Centre of Excellence for Women’s Health, in collaboration with
international research and program partners, e.g. the Commonwealth Secretariat, CIDA,
Health Canada, CIHR, IDRC, etc. has served as a catalyst for the creation of an
International Institute on Gender and HIV/AIDS (IIGH/A). While two decades of research
has vastly improved our understanding of HIV transmission and the management of
AIDS-related chronic ilinesses, there is an urgent need to influence the global agenda
and to build a transformative learning culture for decision makers and researchers as
they build gender sensitive strategies for AIDS prevention, care, and treatment policies.

Learning Objective: the workshop will provide a forum for researchers, policy makers
and funding agencies to jointly identify and contribute new ideas and knowledge to the 3
proposed mandate areas of the IGH/A: training, research and global networking.
Through the workshop, participants will address how sex (biology) and gender (culture)
contribute to, and exacerbate, the spread of HIV for women and men, girls and boys.
The participants will review and contribute to the preliminary IIGH/A curriculum, selected
case studies, networking models and identification of potential funding partners.

Audience of Interest: To ensure both South South and North South dialogue and
exchange, the workshop will be of interest to Canadian and international conference
participants with interest and expertise in HIV/AIDS. A special focus is on Sub Saharan
Africa and other countries most directly affected by the HIV AIDS pandemic.

Session Outline: The CCIH workshop will begin with an overview of our experience to
date in building an international consortium and network of gender and HIV/AIDS policy
and program specialists. In this workshop we will review the outcomes of four IGH/A
feasibility and design, curriculum design and field test workshops which took place in
2002,2003 in Halifax, Barcelona, and Arusha respectively. Together we will identify
examples of international case studies and potential faculty for the proposed pilot
institute in 2004.Workshop participants will be engaged to help strengthen the
curriculum case studies, and to advance the vision/sustainability of the IIGH/A.
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