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A Prayer for Research
and Higher Education.

Nova Scotia Higher Education
Commission and universi ty
presidents are struggling with
university rationalizatiort. We face
proposed cuts of millions of
dollars in provincial and federal
funding. We all know that tirnes
are tough, tls academics we are
struggl ing wi th increasing
competition to obtain research

luqding with a declining. pool of
federal money committpd to
supporting university based
research. The more time we spend
chasing research dollars, the less
time we have to write our scholarlY
papers. Reductions in numbers of
oui academic colleague$ results in
an increasing teilching and clinical
load for remaining faculty
members. Times are tough for
young faculty members who are
aiming to establish themselves.
Sorre individuals have commented
that university administrators 

-inorder to balance budgets and
succeed in the current wortrd, need
in these difficult times to have the
capability of walking on water.
However, if we believe one report
at least even God was never
granted tenure at any university.
Dr. Barry Pass providsd the
conf ident ial  tenure report
documentation which he retrieved
from an E-mail message from a
radiology conference report.

The report gives 16 reasons
WHY GOD NEVER

RECEIVED TENURE AT
ANY UNIVERSITY

1) He had only one major
publication.

2) It was in Hebrew.
3) It had no references.
4) It wasn't published in a

refereed journal.
5) Some even doubt he wrote it

himself.
6) It may be true that he created

the world, but what has he
done since then?

7) His cooperative effons have
been quite limited

8) fhe scientific community has
had a hard time replicating his
results.

9) He never applied to the Ethics
Board fbr permission to uss
human subjects.

10) V/hen one experiment went
awry he nied to cover it by
drowning the subjects.

'1D When zuUjects didn't behave
as predicted, he deleted them
firrm the sample.

12) He rarely came to class, just
told students to read the book.

13) Some say he had his son
teach the class.

14) He expelled his first two
students for learning.

15) Although there were only ten
requirements, most students
failed his tests.

16) His office hous were
infrequery and usually held on
a mountarntop.

So if you are feeling down in
the dumps because you failed to
get a grant, or that you failed to get
tenure or promotion. Give a
thought to others who are also in
the same position. You may wish
to consult a higher authority and
$ay a prayer, he (or is it she) may
understand.

Seal of Approval from
wHo

The Dental Research News is
pleased to report, that Dr. Amid
Ismail, Head, Dept. of Community
and Pediatric Dentistry received
notice on the 14th November
1994, that he had been awarded
$5,000 (US) frorn the V/orld
Health Organization. This funding
is to support his project entitled
*'Effectiveness of sealing early
carious pits and fissures of first
permanent molars in Alexandria,
Cairo and Giza." This very
prestigious award recognizes the
expertise and quality of the
research conducted by Dr. Ismail
over the past several years. The
international rccognition which this
award brings will help to facilitate
the acquisition of other research
funding for our Dalhousie Dental
Faculty.
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GREETII{GS OF THE
SEASON AND BEST

WISHES FOR A HAPPY
NEW YEAR TO ALL
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(Biorctive 6lass *Ceramics, cont.)
objecdve of produciqg matcrials
wilh supsrior bioactive activity
combined with improved mechan-
ical propefiies which may extend
the application of this class of
biomaierials. Matcrials of
controlled surface activity (or
biodegradability) showing direct
bonding to bone havc bcen temed
"bioacfive.n' Such glass-cerarnic
gompositions. mey allow release of
ions conducive to ostco-genesis.
Bioactive glasses capable of
forming chemical bonds to natural
tissues rnay offer potential for
long-terrn stabilization of implants.
Strength of bioactivc cerarnic
coatings is important duc to thcir
intermediate function of stre$s
transfer frorn thc implant
prosthesis to surrouqding tissues.
Degenerating bone disorders such
as thosc associatcd wi th
periodontal disea$e, osteo- and
iheumatoid anhritis, bone cancer,
avascular necrosis as well as
ffaum4 together with greater use
of implants, have increased the
need for bonc substitutes or es a
stimulant for osteogenesis. We
have an aging population
combined with a larger proponion
surviving into old aBC, thus,
application of synthetic bio-
materials as substitutes for natural
tissues becomes incrcasingty
important. Synthctic materials are
being used morc ftryycntly .anq
aggrcssivcly in biomedical
applications as substitutcs fpr
niiurat tissues. Outstandifo
opportunities are availablc for
devetopment of bioceramics by
new synthesis technology. These
methods extend our ability to
produce materials with tailorcd
chemistries.

The third of these C of E projects
uis t i t led:  "  M ul t iphsse
Biodcgradable Sysrem to Deliver
Bioaciive Molecules" This Project
will be conducted by Michael
Mezci (Coltege of Pharmacy), with
Chsong Foong in collaboraton

with Brian Hall {Biology) Clivc
Elson $t. Mary's and Derek
Jones. The goal of this project is
to develop nnd optimizc I
combined l iposomal-chitos&n
matrix system to deliver bioactivc
molecules to modulate skeletal and
connectivc t issue growth.
Chitosan, a polysaccharidc is
considered to bc nontoxic and
bioabsarbable. lile will devclop a
$ystem suitablc for use as sn
irnplantablo biodegradable matrix
capable of acting &s & slow release
vehicle and carrier of specific
bioactive organic rnoleculss such
as skeletogenic growth factors,
bonc morphogenctic protcin,
osteoge nic factor extract or
corticosteroids. In addition in a
different biological application we
will investigate the capability of
$ustained release of  a
bisphosphonate bone resorption
inhibitor. These goals will bc
supponed initially through an in
vitro study of the mechanism of
initiation of osteogenesis and
chondrogenesis in embryonic
rnescnchyme as influenced by thc
slow releasc of the bioactivc
molccules. Thc matrix rnaterial
will in addition have the capability
to enhance tissue healing and
providc hernostasis. Surgical
procedures in orthopedic and
maxillofacial surgery often have
requireme nts for 

-hemostasis,

wound healing, followed by
promotion of bone, canilagc or

-'gonnective tissuc growth or repair.
Other medical requiremsnts rnay
also call for local delivery of
osteoslastic inhibiting agents such
as bisphosphonate$. Examples
being osteoporosis, Pagct's
diseasc of thc bonc and
hypercalcemia of malignancy.
Additionally the use of o$teo-
clastic inhibitory agents has
application in orthodontic
procedurcs to prevent relapse of
npvd teeth after reaunenl .

Intern&tlsnal Recagnitisir
Dr. Crnwford Bain, of gfi,
Division of Periodontics recieved
&n early Christmas pre$snt. Sn
October 31, hc rccieved & lettsr
from the Research Cornmittee and
Board of Dircctors of thc Acaderny
of Osseointegration, and thc
Quintcssenco Publishing ft*peny
(publishers of The International
Journal of Oral and Maxillofacial
knplants). The lettcr stated that it
is our pleasure to inform you that
your a*icle co-authored with Dr.
Petcr K. Moy and cntitled "The
Association Between thc Failure of
Dental Implants and Cigarette
$moking" has been awsrdcd the
second Quintesscnce Pub.Co.
Osseointegration Foundation
Research Award for Best Paper
Published in IIOMI in 1993.
However, that is not all, the award
also included a check in the
amount of US$2,ffi0. This will
bo presented to Dr. Bain at the
10th Annual Mecting of the
Acadsmy of Osseointegration in
Chicago in March 1995.
ftawford has also hen invited tc
nrake a presentation of his rescarch
at the meeting. The cditoriel board
of IIOMI has also allocatcd up to
$500 to defray Crawford's travcl
expenses to Chicago. Thc Dental
Rcscarch Ncws congratulatcs
Crawford on this achicvement
which brings credit to our Faculty
and to Dalhousic University.
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