
Canadian President of
IADR.

Dr Barry Sessle" Dean at th,e
Faculty of Dentist], Universiry
of Toronto, became the 8th
Canadian to become President of
IADR at the L994 meeting in
Seattle. The first Canadian to be
elected as President of the IADR
was Albert E. Webster, who
served as the 3rd IADR
President in L924-25 and again
in l93l-32. Dr. V/ebster served
as Dean of the University of
Toronto, Faculty of Dentistry
from 1915-1923. Dr. Leuman
M. Waugh, was IADR President
L976-27, Will iam G. Skillen,
was President IADR 1936-37,
and John B. MacDonald, was
President 1968- 69. Interestingly
five of the eight Canadian
Presidents of the IADR, Albert
Webster, George Beagrie (1977 -
7S), Tony Melcher (1982-83),
Richard Ten Cate (1984-85) and
Barry Sessle (L994-95) were
from the University of Toronto.
The last four are also good
Canadians, f rom Scot land,
South Africa, England and
Australia. fn fact only the first
four of the eight Canadian
Presidents of IADR were
Canadian born.

Research Presentation
at Student's Banquet

History can now record that
Dalhousie Faculty of Dentistry
have now presented over 254
papers at international research
IADR/AADR/CADR meetings.
Of these papers 7 6Vo have been

presented in the past seven
years, and 54Vo in the past 5
years.

It was 2;6 years ago that the very
first research paper was given at
an international dental meeting of
the IADR by a member of
Dalhousie lJniversity Dental
Faculty. This first Dalhousie
research paper was given bY Dr.
A. P. Angelopoulos, Professor
of Oral Biology. The paper was
presented at 9:00 am on
Saturday March 23rd 1968 at an
IADR meeting which was held
in San Francisco, at the Hilton
Hotel.

The total number of papers at the
1968 IADR meeting was 64L,
and the official attendance
1,904. In contrast the total
number of papers at the IADR
meeting in Seattle in March 1994
was a record 2,7 63 and the
record attendance was over
5,500.

Over 8Vo of the Canadian Papers
presented at the L994 IADR
meeting carried the name of
Dalhousie University. It took
our Faculty L9 years to Present
our first 50 papers at the
IADVAADR [average for first
19 years 2.63 papers/Yearl .
However,  as our research
productivity increased, it took
bnly 2 years to add a further 50
to ieach 100 with an average of
25 papers/year for the two Year
period. Following this it onlY
look a further two years to reach
the 150 total with a further
average of 25 for the two Year
period. An additional two Year
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period has seen the total reach
250, with an average of 23.5
papers/year

It was encouraging to note that
three of our undergraduate dental
students were funded bY
Alumtri, Canadian Fund for
Dental Education and a corporate
sponsor to attend and present
prapers at the IADR meeting in
Seattle in March L994. Two of
these students EIre members of
this years graduating class. All
three students, Gordon TaYlor,
Janice Wilson and Chris Zed
were excellent ambassadors for
Dalhousie and Canada at this
international research meeting.
At the 1994 Student's Banquet
held on the 26th March Dr-
William Lobb was awarded in
absentia with a framed cenificate
in honour of his giving the 250th
research paper for our FacultY of
Dentistr|, at the IADR meeting
in Seatile. This certificate
commemorates an imPortant
historic event for our FacultY of
Dentisuy. We have come a lo_ng
way since 1968, when Dr.
Angelopoulos Presented our
very first research PaPer at an
international meeting.

Bill Lobb presented our 250th
paper at 1 1. 15 am on March
izth 1994. It was a fitting
tribute that Bill Lobb was the
individual who Presented this
landmark paper. Bill Lobb is a
very hard 

- 
working facultY

member, who in sPite of his
heavy teaching load, has
maintained a very active level of
research.
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The challenge
The debate involving the funding
of the federal research pro-
grammes on page 2, bnngs trome
to us the difficult challenges we
face in our research careers. In
these times of soaring research
costs and a decline in real dollars
for funding from federal research
agencies we need to be
innovative. The challenge is to
use our creativity to address the
many fertile and valuable areas of
clinical and educational research
which do not require vast
amounts of funding. Brain
poweL an enquiring mind, rleter"-
mination and enthusiasm are the
main ingredients to fuel any
research programme.
We must be vigilant in setting
down the research programmes
which will form the foundation of
the future of our academic
institution. We owe this to the
Faculty, Dalhousie University,
our profession and the general
publ ic,  but most of  al l  to
ourselves to be as productive as
we can be, by working at the
cutting edge of the knowledge
base. Knowledge is the lifeblood
of any universiry.
We need to be vigilant to observe
the difficulties and problems
which face each of us as we go
abou t  our dai  ly  t  a sk s.
Experienced clinicians have a
wonderful opportunity with their
wealth of innate knowledge
which can be exploited to solve
many of  the unexplained
problems in clinical practice.
Clinical knowledge and skills
combined with intuition can be
powerful tools in any research
endeavor. The newly established
Clinical Research Unit provides
our clinical faculty members with
a wonderful opportunity to
bngage in the pursuit of new
knowledge through the medium
of c l i  n ic al  re searc h and
scholarship.
One of the major strategies we
can adopt to cope in times of
limited funding is to collaborate
with colleagues. InterdisciplinSty
research programmes consisting

of a team of experJs trom two or
more all ied fields working
together on a research project can
be most rewarding. Normally
one of the problems facing
members of an interdisciplinary
team is the probability of not
being rewarded in their respective
fields for work outside traditional
boundaries. However, this
should not be a problem for
faculty members in dentisury as
they work together on projects
which are valuable aspects of
general dentisuy. Although many
of us reco gnize that interdiscipli-
nary research can prduce major
advances, it is also true that,
*ot{ing as a team is not easy, it
requires a considerable amount of
understanding by the members
involved. Individuals on research
teams whose backgrounds and
formal training are in different
areas, can contribute important
new perspectives and insights.
Collaborative research on clinical
research projects is clearly the
way in which our Faculty needs
to move. However, as we fry to
establish the Clinical Research
Unit we need to remember that
we cannot direct people to move
in a specific direction in terms of
research. Funding is important,
having . sufficient time is even
more important. However,
Dalhousie history Professor Peter
Waite, said it all when he stated
that "Researchers are driven; they
are driven not just by a sense of
duty, or by being paid to do what
they do; they are driven by
excitement. " Our clinical col-
leagues wil l  part icipate and
col laborate in the Cl in ical
Research Unit for one reason and
one reason only, the excitement
of discovery.  Educat ional
research can be linked to clinical
research as pointed out by Amid
Ismail at the meeting on the 13th
April. However, it is also true
that our ability as teachers will be
enhanced by knowledge gained
through all types of research and
intellectual inquiry. Insights
gained from research can lead to
improved teaching and clinical

treatments. Protessor Donald
Betts our Dalhousie colleague in
Physics has said "Teaching on the
frontiers of knowledge, where
most of Dalhousie's te aching
occurs, can be done well by only
those who are contributing to the
advancement of that knowledge."
It has been said in this publication
very many times, the major cost
of conducting research is time.
The wi l l ingness of  facul ty
members to devote time to the
building of their research career
through the Clinical Research
Unit will provide a solid future
for research at Dalhousie. For
our younger faculty members it is
often difficult to strike a balance
benveen family commiunents and
spending additional time away
from the home. The implementa-
tion of our new curriculum might
on the one hand seem to put a
restriction on the time and
opportunity for research activity.
However, now that the new
curr iculum is underway i t
provides us all with stimulation,
motivation and ideas for research
projects. With the right approach
to this stimulation and a more
effective and efficient use of our
time, we can perhaps undertake
even more research and scholarly
activity than previously. Our new
science dr iven curr iculum
provides significant opportunities
to conduct research to satisfY
many questions relating to clinical
and educational problems.

Biomater ia ls Boost
The Division of Biomaterials are
pleased to report that on the lst
April 1994, they received an
addi t ional  $ 148,000.00 to
support their MRcAlniversity
Indusury grant involving cement
biomaterials. The industrial
funding of the 50/50 MRC-
industrial grant comes from a
very well established mult i-
national corporate partner. In
these difficult economic times it is
gratifying to see that our qualitY
ie search at D alhou sie i  s
recognized.
===================== ==
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