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The voice of Dal Dental research

Congratulat ions Randalt
Biomater ia ls Graduate Student
Randall Mil ler has satisfied the
requirements for  h is MSc.
degree through the Department
of  Physics. The t i t le of
Randall 's thesis was tt  Factors

Chesebrough-Ponds. The Inf luencing Indentat ion

CREST & CLOSE.UP
Student Research

Awards for 1992-93
Two student research awards
are again being sponsored by
Proctor and Gamble and

awards consist of a certificate, a
cash prize and a travel grant to
attend the 1993 IADR general
meet ing in Chicago. The
deadline wil l  be in August 1993.
Appl i  cat ion f  orms and
guidel ines wi l l  be avai lable
from the Research Development
Office in May 1993. Eligible
appl icants include (Predoctoral
(undergraduate) students and
Postdoctoral (graduatel-
postgraduate) students.  The
two winners wi l l  part ic ipante
through CADR in the Hatton
Award Competition at the IADR
meet ing in 1993. This
c ompet i  t ion repre sents an
opportuni ty for  one of  our
undergraduate or graduate
students to compete for a top
international research pri ze.

Fracture Toughness of Glasses. "
The Dental Research News gives
congratulat ions to Randal l  on
his success. Randal l  is  the
fourth graduate student to
obtain a degree based upon
thesis work in biomaterials at
Dalhousie University.

Chal lenging Dogma
"Science is based on
experiment, oo a wil l ingness to
chal lenge old dogffr&, on an
Openness to see the universe as
i t  real ly is. Accordingly,
science sometimes requires
courage at the very least the
courage to quest i  on the
convent ional  wisdom".

Carl Sagan

Derek \ny'. |ones

Assistant Dean

o
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Incredible Coincidence
As reported in the April 1992
edition of the Dental Research
News we will be celebrating the
200 th abstract being presented
by our Faculty at the 1992
IADR meeting. This will be 24
years s ince the very f i rst
Dalhousie abstract  was
presented in 1968. We now
know who wi l l  be the lucky
person to have the honour of
present ing th is important
landmark paper for  our
Faculty. The name of the lucky
in div id u al  i  s  incredibl  y the
same person who gave our
50th paper in Chicago at  the
1987 AADR meet ing.  That
paper was given on Thursday
March 1l  th by El l iot t  J.
S u t o vv . The title of the paper
was "Crevice Corrosion Products
of Dental  Amalgam," E. J.
Sutow*, D. 'W. Jones., C. G. Owen
and G. C. Hall. The total number
of research papers given at the
1987 Chicago AADR meet ing
was 2,01 8.  The chances of  the
same indiv idual  g iv in g the
50th and the 200th paper
must be very remote due to the
random nature of the ordering
of the var ious papers at  the
meetings and the variable total
of Dalhousie papers being given
at any meeting. The suspense
is over 50th and 200th
Papers wi l l  both have been
given by El l iot t  J.  Sutow.
The t i t le of  the 200th paper
(abstract  # 1391) being given
by Elliott is "Corrosion of Dental
Amalgam: inf  luence of

Finishing TechniqrJe. "  E.  J.
Sutow*,  D. 'W. Jones, A. S.
Rizkal la,  and P. Johnson. The
paper is due to be given at 4:45
pm on Frid ?y, July 3rd 1992, in
Hal l  #3 of  the Scott ish
Exhibi t ion and Conference
Center. Be there to see history
being made. You will be able to
tel  I  your grandc hi ldren th at
you saw the 200th Dalhousie
paper being presented in 1992.
However,  what is perhaps an
even m ore incredible
coincidence than the same
indiv idual  g iv ing the paper is
the fact  that  the paper deals
wi th th e s u bj  ec t  of  dental
amalgam. This is the same
topic as the 50th paper. Ell iott
has given many papers s ince
the 50th which have dealt with
many di f ferent subjects.  The
IADR meet ing in Glasgow in
July wi l l  be a large meet ing,
with a record number of 2,11,2
papers for  a meet ing held in
the UK. A total of 23 of these
papers which carry the names
of our Dalhousie Colleagues.

Important safegu ard
"Publ icat ion in a peer-

reviewed j  ournal  provides
another i*portant safeguard on
the integr i ty of  research.
Cri t ical  review by peers can
detect  errors and omissions
invis ib le to the untutored eye.
For th is reason, i t  is  the most
acceptable m e a n s f o r
disseminat ing research resul ts.  "

Walter E. Massey
Director National Science Foundation
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Scient i f ic  Di lemma
A recent paper published in the
Journal of Prosthetic Dentistry
(67:1 l3-129, 1992) deal t  wi th
the problem of s c ien t i  f i  c
knowledge versus cl in ical
management of TMJ disorders.
Although the paper by Norman
IvIohl  and Richard Ohrbae h,
dealt with a specif ic cl inie al
disorder,  the comments made
by the authors can be applied
to a wide range of dental and
medical  c l in ical  t reatment
procedures.  They point  out
that o 'dent ists confront ing
patient problems when rel iable
scient i f ic evidence

6) low appreciation that clinical
success, however notewor
thy, are not scientific proof
of cause and effect.

The lesson we can learn
from this is that  scient i f ic
dent istry in Facul t ies of
Dent istry in the Universi t ies,
should be conduct ing research
on those topics areas in which
insuff ic ient  object ive scient i f i -
cal ly der ived cl in ical  evidence
does not yet  exist .  We should
also be communicat ing th is
informat ion to the profes s ion
through publ icat ions in
refereed journals and scienti f ic
meet ings. The dental
profession should make sure
that they keep up to date with
the current dental  seient i f ic
l iterature. As an aid to this a
qual i ty scient i f ic  cont inuing
edue at ion programme i  s also
highly desirable "  Mohl and
Ohrbach also point out that the
delemma is fur ther compound-
ed by the f  ac t  that  c l i  n ic al
" informat ion is of ten based
upon outdated, hast i ly
designed, or err0ne0us
"research " that does not satisfy
the s tandard s of  modern
science. "  This fur ther under-
l i  nes th e need f  or  c l i  n ic al
research to be conducted in a
wide range of  dental  subject
argas. This provides a
wonderful opportunity for our
cl in ical  facul ty members to
make a s igni f icant contr ibut ion
to the dental profession and to
scient i f ic  dent istry.

is
unavai lable have a di lemma
that can only be managed by
past clinical experience and the
use of modali t ies that appear
most ef fect ive under the
observed condi t ions.  "  The
dental profession is often fae ed
with c0ntr0versial  and
confl ict ing concepts concerning
et io logy, diagnosis and
appropr late t re atment. The
authors give six reasons for the
c0ntroversies.
1) insufficient 0bjee tive scien-

tifically derived e linical evi
dence;

2) failure to effectively com
municate relevant exist ing
evidence to the profession;

3) failure to use well-communi-
cated scientif ic evidence;

4) dependence on cl inical tr ial
and error;

5) over dependence on subjec
tive reports of clinical suc
cess;
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Proctor and Gamble
Research Prograrnme

The Proctor and Gamble
Company have announced a
competition for research funds
aimed at  e l iminat ing or
reducing the use of animals or
reducing the distress imposed
upon animals. The Animal
Al ternat ives Research
Programme will provide up to
$S0,000 a year for three years
($t50,000). Three such awards
will be funded. The deadline
for submission is September
lst L992. The winners will be
announced on January l  st
1993. The Company are
interested in proposals for both
effic acy and safety testing.
Topics such as inflammation/-
arthritis, diseases of the oral
cavity, bone and skin disorders,
rational drug design, acute oral
toxicity, skin irritation, contact
sensi t i  zat ion and computer
modeling of toxicologic process.
Our Facul ty has ongoing
research in a number of these
areos, th is is c lear ly an
opportunity for us to take
adv antage of  th i  s research
programme. Further detai ls
information and advice can be
obtained from the Dental
Research Development Office.
Research proposals should not
be more than three pages in
length and should include the
research objective, general plan
of attack and a discussion of
the significance of the proposed
research as an alternative to
current animal testing.

That's My Baby
When electrom agnet ic
induct ion was discovered,
namely, that by the movement
of a coi l  of wire in the
neighborhood of a magnet an
electric current could be caused
to flow, a spectator is reputed
to have said, "Interesting, but
of what possible use is it?" The
great Farad ay himsel f ,  is
supposed to have answered, "Of
what possible use is a newborn
baby."

Research Grant Obtained
Dr. Jim Johnson has obtained an
internal grant ($9, 150) from
the Faculty of Medicine. The
title of the project is "Fixation
of Implants."

Jones to Step Down
Derek Jones will step down as
Chair  of  the Research
Development Committee as of
the l st July 1992.

=:-=-fr===-=*-

'bo you really thlnk that
they can come up wlth a
plan to save us?
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exctt tng. We have 1,97 4 eontr ibuted $e9,000. The

We Al l  Belong to Glasgow
Dalhousie's close connections to
S c ot l  and are part  of  our
heritage. 'We should all feel at
home in Glasgow. On Thursday
evening Znd July the City of
Glasgow and Strathclyde Region
will host a Civic Reception in
the Bute and Hunter Halls of
Glasgow [Jniversiry. On Friday
3rd July the City of Glasgow
Phi lh armonic Ore he stra wi l  I
present an internat ional
programme in the magnif icent
new Glasgow Royal  Concert
Hal l " Howevero the main
purpose of the event is dental
sci  ence. The 1992 IADR
meeting in Glasgow promises to
be a memorable event. Apart
f rom our 200ttr  Dalhousie
abstract  being presented the
schedule is very busy and

abstraets,  including 18
symposia as wel l  as 2l  lunch
and learning sessions avai lable.
An unexpected number of
abstrae ts were submit ted for
the Glasgow meeting a total of
2L2l  ( ine luding symposia).
The organizers were expecting
abou t  1 ,5 00 papers. The
rej ec t i  on rate was about the
same as normal lUVo ( l  47
papers), however, as previously
reported Dalhousie's acceptance
rate was 100Va. The
distr ibution of the programme
is 60Vo in the form of posters
and 40Vo oral  presentat ions.
Out of  the abstrae ts submit ted
57 Vo were from individuals who
are members of the IADR. The
Glasgow meeting has a total of

708 (55 Vo) more papers rh an
the Dubl in meet ing of  1 989.
The Glasgow meet ing wi l l  be
the largest IADR meering ever
held in the UK. The Glasgow
meeting wil l  also be rhe f irst
meeting in which the IADR will
have a larger number of papers
than the AADR meeting in a
year in which a spl i t  meeting
takes place. Although the 1991
Acapulco IADR meeting had the
largest number of  indiv iduals
attending (4,7 64), the Canadian
IADR Montreal meeting rerains
one record of having the largest
number of  IADR members in
at tendance (2,27 5).

Futt ing on the Glasgow
meeting IADR was found to be
very e xpen sive c ompared to
meet ings in North America.
The Ci ty of  G las g ow has

expenses for the convent ion
center,  pr int ing,  AV services
etc. are very high. Expenses
were predicted to exceed
income which resul ted in the
registrat ion and exhibitor fees
having to be ine reased above
the normal . The cost of
at tending IADR meerings over
the years has signi f icanr ly
increased. For example the
membership registrat ion fee
was only $ 10 in 197 l ,  by 1977
it was $25 and i t  had doubled
to $50 by 198 l. The fee for rhe
1983 IADR meet ing in Sydney
Austral ia was $ 120. The
Acapulco meet ing pushed the
e ost to $ 140. In Glasgow the al l
t ime record IADR registrat ion
fee for members is $ 1 95.
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