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tion of a cycle of conditions which terminated in the disruption
of the conglomerate deposit and its transportation in the moraine
matter that came along the edge of the granite from the north-
westward. Also in excavations in mounds on the north side of
Tower Road, Halifax, where rusty and cemented slate fragments
form a distinct layer over the dark blue slate debris which
rests directly on the uneroded slate surfaces.

The generally accepted supposition that the conglomerate
outliers are all of one age, may be met by an assumption that
among the basal conglomerate of the Lower Carboniferous some
may have been glacial deposits. This is no new view, but the
evidence so far obtained is said to be inconclusive. In this pro-
vince we have on the Cambrian rocks conglomerates associated
with plaster and limestone of unquestioned Lower Carboniferous
age as at Chester Basin. Mr. Fletcher’s report on Cape Bre-
ton, speaks of scattered patches of conglomerate, etc., resting
on pre-Silurian felsites—many of which he has no doubt are of
Carboniferous age. To that horizon also are placed the con-
glomerates resting on the Cambrian rocks at Gay’s River, ete.
It seems. therefore, reasonable at least to suspect some of the
conglomerate outliers on the Cambrian in the same range of
country, may be also older than the Pleistocene.

In the paper already cited, Mr. Prest puts forward the
importance of these deposits and the bearing they have on the
study of auriferous washings, and it is to be regretted that
other records have not been made in the same thorough way
when tracing float or auriferous drift to its source in the near-
by solid lead.

However much observers may differ as to the age of this
lowest of the unconformable deposits on the Cambrian rocks,
all must be agreed that the physical features of the province,
as we now have them, were already rough hewn before the
deposition of the lowest of the Carboniferous, and that what-

(1.) Rept. Geol. Surv. Can., 1877-8, ., p. 23.
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ever the extent of subsequent deposits. may have been succeed-
ing cycles in their denudation, did little more by their removal
than revert to the Cambrian surface of the Pre-Carboniferous
peneplane. The lines of main drainage are of subsrial erosion
established before this period, and the general surface suffered
comparatively little by the subsequent passage over it of the
ice sheets, beyond the removal of much, but not all, of the
weathered and broken superficial material. The patches of
deposit we have been considering in their relation to the Cam-
brian at various elevations, make probable such a conclusion.

A visit paid to the neighborhood of the head of Grand Lake
and to Kelly’s Lake, lying back of Wellington station, disclosed
a conglomerate cemented with bog iron ore at the crossing of
the abandoned old road over the brook from Kelly’s Lake. At
the outlet of Kelly’s Lake, apparently daming back the waters
of the lake, occurs the conglomerate referred to by Dr. Honey-
man. It surface was seen to be rounded and a good specimen
was obtained smoothed and grooved. The character of the
rock, with its hematitic pebbles, bears a striking resemblance to
some of that about Gay’s River, and left no doubt in my mind
that it also was, as Dr. Honeyman regarded it, of Lower Carboni-
ferous age, while the deposit lower down the brook was Post-
Pliocene. The contact of the upper rock with the Cambrian
slates was not found exposed, but the strip appeared to be quite
narrow, while it extended for a quarter of a mile or more to the
westward. Other exposures of the bog ore deposit are reported
to occur in the neighborhood, and west of Wellington station.

During the past summer, attention was directed for com-
mercial purposes to deposits of bog iron ore which occur in a
strip of country two miles wide along the south side of the
Musquodoboit valley. These deposits are in low swampy
depressions of the blue black graphitic and ferruginous slates of
the Lower Cambrian, east and west of the Caribou gold district
with which they range.
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Deposits were found at Newcomb’s Corner, Fall River, ete.,
in a conglomerate largely made up of bits of slate, and prospect-
ing licenses extended some twenty-five miles.*
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