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Chapter 1: Introduction

Hong Kong
160 sq ft

Tokyo
210 sq ft

Singapore
270 sq ft

New York City
414 sq ft
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Chapter 2: Spatial Repression

2.1 Geography
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2.2 Policy

26.6%
LAND SALE 
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2.3 Socioeconomics
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2.4 Realities



KOREA JAPAN UK CANADA GERMANY HONG KONG DENMARK US

Q U I N T I L E  R AT I O

7.0x

6.2x 6.2x

5.1x
4.6x

3.7x

8.4x

13.9x13.9x

KOREA JAPAN UK CANADA GERMANY HONG KONG DENMARK US

G D P  P E R  C A P I TA  ( U S  D O L L A R )

31.4k

39.3k
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2.2 m 2.2 m

2.55 m

Queen Size Bed

Mosquito Flat
163 square feet

3.0 m

Queen Size Bed 1.8 m

Subdivided unit
60 square feet



Chapter 3: Political Repression

3.1 Confucianism in Chinese Culture



3.2 Confucianism as Political Tool



3.3 Confucian-Style Governance in Hong Kong





3.4 Social Shift: Signs of Post-materialism and 
Disobedience



3.5 Demand for Democracy



Chapter 4: Pluralism

4.1 The Production of Space



“ Fo r  u n e x p e c t e d  i n t e r s e c t i o n s 
a n d  d i f f e r e n c e s  t o  f l o u r i s h ”
- Margaret Crawford, 1999
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4.2 Incompatibility Between Pluralistic and 
Commoditized Space



4.3 Accommodating Different Users

mix of use
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Chapter 5: Necessity to Share

5.1 Access to Replace Ownership

shared resources
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5.2 Co-living Model
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5.3 Who Is It For?
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Chapter 6: Location

6.1 Disrupting the Exclusivity of Powers

KOWLOON 
PENINSULA

HONG KONG 
ISLAND

C E N T R A L  B U S I N E S S  D I S T R I C T
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6.2 Occupying Urban Void - the Infrastructure
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urban void
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6.3 Obeying the Law and Capturing Views
3:1

4:1 4:1

3:1

legitimacy
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4:1

4:1

3:1 3:1
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Chapter 7: Rejecting “Junkspace”

7.1 Spatial Clarity

“ I t  i s  a l w ay s  i n t e r i o r ;  s o 
e x t e n s i v e  t h a t  y o u  r a r e l y 
p e rc e i v e  l i m i t s . ”
- Rem Koolhas, 2002
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7.2 Inverting and Fracturing the Mall

7.3 Clear Vertical Circulation

invert+fracture

clear circulation
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Green Walk

Main Pedestrian Path



Vertical Circulation and 
Indoor Gathering

Outdoor Gathering

Green Walk

Main Pedestrian Path
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Big Lawn

Big Lawn

Hawkers’ 
Market

AmphitheatreMultimedia 
Performance 
Atrium

Multimedia 
Performance 
Atrium

Amphitheatre

Plaza
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Chapter 8: City for People

8.1 Visual Connection and Continuity

8.2 The Activated Edge

terracing

activate edge
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8.3 Blurring Boundary – Emerging from the In-
Between

she l f

coun t e r

bench

blurred boundary
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Oh no. Running late 
for my interview 
with HSBC.

Taking out my 
guitar and amp 
for some busking

A cozy spot 
for people 
watching.

Great idea! This 
software can save 
banks millionsthis branding 

project by tonight

So good to escape 

Talking to 
locals for 
my election 
campaign

Seeking $800k 
for 35% of the 
company.

Taking a rest and 
chatting about 
an upcoming 
public event with 
roommate

Taking a coffee break 

checking out the market

s l e e p / re f u g e

t e r ra f o r m e d  p a r k

c ow o r k s t o ra g e

c a f e
m a r k e t

c a f e
m a r k e t p e d e s t r i a n  h i g h w a y
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Chapter 9: Privacy

9.1 What Is Privacy?
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9.2 Choices of Speeds, Scales, and Engage-
ments
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9.3 Depth
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depth
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9.4 Devices

half wall

operable devices
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Chapter 10: Conclusion
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