ANU HINITOA 0081 OL Sivl
dNOGYVH XVAI'TVH ANV HLAOW.LAVA 40 AYOLSTH

HiISTORY OF

DARTMOUTH
AND HALIFAX

HARBOUR

1415 to 1800

AR AR

AN ﬂ;
l : 4 A‘ )““_' 5,‘”‘?. ‘,{_“A-w\ Gen

.':'.._.
1 .

“- . .
o V‘x ..... o

;PRIDER



History of
Dartmouth
and
Halifax Harbour

1415 to 1800

VOLUME ONE



©Doug Trider 1999

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a
retrieval system or transmitted, in any form or by any means, without the prior
written permission of the author.

ISBN 0-9686351-0-5
Published by Doug Trider
First Printing November 1999
Printed by

KenMac Print Limited

101 Simmonds Drive

Dartmouth, Nova Scotia
B3B IN7




Volume I of this series is dedicated to Robert “Buddy” Myra. His
contribution to amateur sport and unselfish dedication to help others
is the most noble example of having a social conscience that is so
necessary for the survival of mankind.






History of Dartmouth & Halifax Harbour
Nova Scotia
Volume I 1415 to 1800

Forward

The documented proof required to lay claim to the honour and prestige of being
the first settlers in Dartmouth is not available, as of this writing.

The most obvious question to ask is, why should anybody settle in Dartmouth,
or Nova Scotia, or Canada, or North America? What was the reason and why invest
so much time, money and organization?

One excellent reason was that England, whose strength and economic future
depended on merchant ships to help support her population. To protect these
merchant ships you would have fighting ships under the guidance and leadership of
professional and well trained people. This organization became known as the Royal
Navy.

It took centuries to develop this professional Royal Navy and it provided the,
“wooden walls of defence” that preserved the English people and their way of life.

This way of life included fishing fleets, merchant ships, trading vessels, etc.,
and this required protection at sea and around the sea ports.

Historians have said that the Royal Navy was borne in the year 1416. This was
after King Henry V defeated the French at the Battle of Agincourt in 1415. The
English had to build up a powerful fleet of ships to drive their enemies, including the
Genoese, from the English Channel, to ensure safety. King Henry V was the first
monarch to realize the importance of a naval force that would protect the Island
Kingdom of England.

The Tudor days of Henry VII continued the slow and cautious development of
the service to eventually be called “The Royal Navy”. At his death in 1509 he had
created a Clark of Ships and the first Lord Admiral. Henry VIII was to be awarded
the title “Father of the Navy” because he established the first permanent
administration of the navy.

By the year 1539 the Keeper of the Storehouses at Erith, Deptford and
Portsmouth was entrusted with £500 to spend on naval administration. He would be
the paymaster of the navy.

By letter Patent of April 20, 1546 the Admiralty was established but became
known as the Navy Board later on.

During the reign of Queen Elizabeth I the Treasurer was awarded an
“ordinary”, or regular annual sum to cover the cost of standing charges such as the
320 Shipwrights employed in the three naval Dockyards at Deptford, Woolwich
and Portsmouth. Chatham also became well established and the victualling of the
fleet was under the wing of General Surveyor of Victuals for the Seas.
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In July of 1588 England was about to be invaded by a so called Invincible
Armada from Spain. It had 130 vessels and was manned by 8,000 sailors and
20,000 soldiers. It was to link up with another 30,000 soldiers at Flanders. The
united armies were to invade England.

The only protection England had were mainly her “wooden walls of defence,”
referred to as her Royal Navy. The English fleet was much smaller but better suited
for a stormy sea than the Spanish Armada. The English, “sea dogs” were able to sail
twice as fast and serve their guns four times as quickly.

When the “Invincible Armada” was seen off Plymouth in the English Channel,
it had the form of a crescent which extended seven miles from end to end. All the
Royal Navy could do was to hang upon the enemy’s rear and look for the chance to
damage any stragglers.

When the Spanish fleet anchored at Calais the English fitted out 8 small vessels
as fire ships. These fire ships then drifted on the enemy’s ships at anchor. The
Spanish were panic stricken and cut their anchor cable to avoid colliding and
eventual destruction by fire at sea. The English ships then sailed into the harbour
and the battle raged for six hours. Not one English ship was lost but 16 Spanish
ships were destroyed and from 4 to 5 thousand men were killed. The battle ended
when the British ran out of shot and ammunition. The Spanish fleet then sailed to
the north around the coast of Scotland. Storms ravaged the fleet and of the 130
vessels, only 53 ever returned to Spain.

The English monarchy and Admiralty realized that this experience taught a
valuable lesson, which was the need for a powerful navy. The “wooden walls of
defence” required a naval timber resource which was needed to build the ships. The
land in England was mostly privately owned but could supply sufficient timber for
a limited number of naval and commercial vessels. The Baltic Sea ports were used
by other European nations and couldn’t be relied on when these nations were at war.
A blockade of ships could prevent any naval timber from the Baltic Sea ports so a
better more dependable source had to be available.

This source came from the North American continent. Long before Columbus
and Cabot charted their discoveries of North America, the fishing fleets of the
European countries were making annual visits to this continent during the spring
season and then return in the fall. On numerous occasions these vessels were
damaged at sea and were forced to make repairs at the nearest harbour or inlet. The
naval authorities eventually realized that this source of naval timber must have had
potential because the French, Spanish, Dutch, Portuguese, and Italian fishermen
and whalers, were also repairing their damaged vessels.

The question of what potential the vast forests had for naval timber was given
to the Plymouth Company of London to answer. In 1607 just 3 months after the
founding of Jamestown, Virginia, 2 British ships anchored at the mouth of the
Kennebec River in what is now called the state of Maine. The Plymouth Company
sent 120 men hopefully, to establish Britain’s second permanent colony in North
America.



They built a fort called Fort St. George and then started to build a permanent
settlement. This included a church, a storehouse and a dozen dwelling houses. The
next thing to be built was the framework of a sleek pinnace which was a small
lightweight coastal vessel. When completed, it weighed 30 tons. It was named the
Virginia, and it was the first sailing ship to be built by the British in North America.
Although it wasn’t designed for rough deep water voyages it was so strongly
constructed that it weathered a passage from Maine back to England with a load of
furs and sassafras roots. On the return voyage it began to survey the coasts, as well
as, trade with the Indians.

The winter weather was too much for these colonists, who along with scurvy
and poor diets from a lack of fresh food, began to desert the colony. By the year
1608 all had returned to England on the Virginia.

The Dutch had similar designs on the forests of North America, and in 1614 on
Manbhattan Island, they launched the first completely decked-over ship to be builtin
North America. It was called the Onrust.

This was enough to convince the Admiralty in England of the potential for
naval timber resources. In 1620 the Plymouth Company of London was given a land
grant. This included all the coastal land to be called New England, from latitude 40°
to latitude 48° and 75° longitude to 55° longitude. This is referred to as New
England and comprised of the states of Connecticut, Massachusetts, Rhode Island,
Vermont, New Hampshire and Maine. Also Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Prince
Edward Island, and part of Newfoundland.

A white pine belt for masts was established and other sources of naval timber
were surveyed as well. Also in 1620 more British shipwrights arrived in
Jamestown, Virginia. They intended to build deepwater vessels for a successful
ship building business. A few Shallops were built but, long voyages were done in
Dutch or English built ships.

The Pilgrims that came from England in 1620 on the Mayflower, succeeded in
establishing Britain’s second permanent colony called Plymouth in North America.
They needed vessels of their own and in 1624 sent for a ship carpenter. This man
built several Shallops and two “Ketches,” small two masted vessels. He died of
fever and the Pilgrims sent for more shipwrights. One of their carpenters in 1626
sawed one of the Shallops in two parts across the middle and put in planks to
lengthen it by 6 feet. Then he strengthened it with timber, built it up and laid a deck
on. It served the Pilgrims for the next 7 years.

In 1629 the founders at Salem Massachusetts offered land and other favors to
6 master ship carpenters to settle there. Salem succeeded and the town became an
early center for shipbuilding.

In the year 1631 the Puritan shipwrights at a town called Medford, builta 30 ton
armed merchant vessel. With the launching of this vessel a true shipbuilding
industry began on the North American continent.

At this point in history, shipbuilding in North America was confined with few
exceptions to merchant or local vessels.



The Royal Navy preferred its masts, spars, and bowsprits to come from the
Baltic Sea coast. Generations of trial and error had taught the English shipbuilders
that certain qualities were required, especially for masts. These were straightness,
suppleness, elasticity, and retention of resin or tree sap. The northern European fir
tree had these qualities. In the northern regions of Europe the fir trees had too little
resin to be durable in a spar. Below the southern limit the fir trees matured too
rapidly to develop a tight grain and lost its resin when felled.

This “fir” designation is actually a pine and often referred to as “scotch pine.”
The Admiralty’s second choice of mast timber was the North American white pine
or, “pinus strobus.” The first shipload of pine masts were sent home from
Jamestown in 1609 and another shipload from Penobscot Bay in 1634. Although
the white pine was inferior in strength to the baltic fir it offered a saving of weight
by Ya.

The third choice of a mast tree was the spruce tree. It had proven to make good
topmasts and yards. They were found to be coarse grained and lacked toughness.
However, the arrival of the North American white pines was a boom to the
seventeenth century English shipwrights, because a single stick could make a lower
mast for the largest warship. By the end of the century the great ships of the line
grew larger. A first-rate warship (100 guns) of the eighteenth century required
lower masts measuring 36 inches in diameter at the head and 120 feet long. Its
bowsprit measured 38 inches at the head and 75 feet long.

The New England coastline became heavily involved in building vessels. The
forests reaching to the water’s edge had stout oak trees for the hull and also the tall
straight white pines for masts, spars, and bowsprits.

These early New England boat yards produced a variety of small coastal light-
sailing vessels for short trips. Most vessels were called broad-beamed ships, single
masted, not long, but wide at the middle. These were used for trading, fishing,
ferrying, and transporting lumber and firewood.

In 1641 the Massachusetts colony passed a law calling for inspection of all
work on ships of over 30 tons, and to correct any work badly done. This law stated,
“... the building of ships is a business of great importance for the common good ...”
The reason for this act was that shipbuilding was now a major New England
industry. This year also had the first American deepwater merchantman, that is a
cargo vessel of 300 tons. This was the largest ship for some time.

In 1642 a Boston shipyard built another 300 ton ocean going cargo vessel
called the “Welcome.” A slightly smaller 200 ton ocean going vessel called the
Trial, was also built. It had a sailing life of 15 years whereas the others would
usually only last for 10 years.

The race was on now for bigger and better vessels. In 1645 the 400 ton Seaforth
was built in Boston. Other New England shipbuilding centers included Salem,
Dorchester, Hingham, Scituate, Plymouth, and other Massachussets coastal
villages. In Rhode Island there was Newport and Warwick. There were several in
New York State, Pennsylvania, New Hampshire and Connecticut. The vessels were
trading with the West Indes, Canary Islands, Maderia, and Europe.
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In England the annual fishing fleets worked the lucrative fishing grounds off
Iceland and the Grand Banks of Newfoundland. There were more than 300 fishing
vessels and they required the protection of the Royal Navy from the privateers of
other countries. Domestic ship timber requirements were 100 shiploads of Baltic
masts and naval stores annually. Also what was to be a potential disaster, was that
commercial competition with the Dutch had grown to the breaking point.

England shut out Dutch carriers by the Navigation Act of 1651. This act
essentially forbade importation of goods into England and her colonies, except in
English ships or ships of the producer country. Immediately the Dutch Navy
proposed to attack England as well as shut out English ships from the Baltic Sea
ports. England then awoke to the crises of her timber supplies. She had no control
over the Baltic Sea ports and couldn’t depend on getting naval timber for her
shipbuilding or naval maintenance. There were many ships in English sea ports
waiting for replacement timber and requiring careening yard services. A naval
blockade of British sea ports would spell disaster to England’s mercantile economic
system.

On the eve of the First Dutch War (1652—4) the Admiralty considered a plan to
develop a North American source of ship timber and naval stores. The plan was
rejected except for masts. The occasional shipload of New England masts that
arrived in the English Dockyards before 1650 had bailed the Admiralty out of a
critical shortage more than once. The pine trees were light in weight and easy to
work. Most transports were dispatched by the Admiralty to New England in 1652.
The return in the following season marked the beginning of an annual trade in New
England mast timber, that lasted until the American Revolution, a century and a
quarter later.

Another consideration of North American forests were the wood by—products
such as tar, pitch, and turpentine. However, there was the risk of being wiped out
by savages who were controlled by the French. On the plus side the foothold in the
wilderness had 50 years of accomplishment . Also the fact that Henry Hudson had
cut a new foremast for his ship “Half Moon,” in Penobscot Bay in 1609 proved a
success. In 1634 a mast shipment from Penobscot Bay was recorded and proved
worthy of the venture. To send directly for mast logs was a yearly expenditure for
a ship’s charter, ship’s crew, timber cutting crew, and armed guard. There was no
guaranty of safety from Indians, pirates or even rival belligerents, not to mention the
stormy Atlantic Ocean.

Regardless of these potential threats and perils the British Admiralty sent out
mast ships for annual shipments back to England in 1652. The best trees were
sought out because the industry demanded undamaged delivery to specified
shipping locations. It took great skill in felling the tree and then in the over land or
water delivery of the logs.

The masts of New England were considered as free enterprise in 1652. It began
a thriving business with a trained labor force, wood technology, and holding
facilities in the sea ports. Sawmills followed the loggers and took a growing share
of the felled pines for conversion of merchantable boards, joists, and other
structural timber.



The Admiralty Contracts also included supplying the naval dockyards at
Antigua and Jamaica as well as all the British dockyards and shipyards. An
extended mast trade with the French colonies in the Sugar Islands and the Spanish
shipbuilders were not ignored by New England merchants.

A sound dressed log for a mast was worth more than £100 (pounds) sterling
throughout this period. Another market was created for wide boards from the
rejected logs unsuitable for masts, and a wholesale colonial lumber industry began
to flourish.

By the year 1685 the colonial merchandising of New England white pines
reached the point where the Admiralty felt strong measures required a protection of
the remaining mast trees of the forests.

In Maine, a Surveyor of Pines and Timber was appointed by the crown to
oversee the Admiralty’s mast interests in all of New England. His commission
called for a survey of the Maine woods within 10 miles of any navigable river or
waterway and to mark the potential mast trees with what became known as a “broad
arrow,” (a three legged letter “A”) without the horizontal bar “/|\.” This was known
as the King’s mark and it was the first step in the formation of a Colonial Forest
Policy.

This policy was imperative to the Mother Country, England, because it ensured
a continuous supply of essential naval timber. A war with Spain was concluded in
1660 a second war with the Dutch in 1667 and a third war with the Dutch in 1674.
The great fire of London in 1666 created a demand for all types of lumber for its
reconstruction. Naval construction was increased due to an oncoming struggle with
France and the growing hostility of Sweden when it threatened to close the passage
between Sweden and the Baltic Sea ports.

Parliament was forced to protect its supply of masts and naval stores from the
colonies. The concern was also to prevent destruction by most entrepreneurs,
shingle splitters, and numerous sawmill operators. It was also felt that the colonials
would focus on the export of raw materials and not develop their own finished
products for export. To accomplish this aim the Broad Arrow Policy would have
laws enacted piecemeal between 1691-1729. It governed New England and later
Nova Scotian land rights until the American Revolution in 1775. It was carried to
Nova Scotia with the American Loyalists but, previous settlement by both national
and private grant holders were required to save a percentage of the land grant for
naval timber purposes.

With this new concern for naval timber in the colonies, William Penn started a
shipbuilding business on the Delaware River in 1682. It became very prosperous
and other southern colonies built navy vessels. In 1690 a private shipyard in
Portsmouth, New Hampshire, contracted with the British Admiralty to build a man—
of—war ship. This was very unusual because never before had a British naval vessel
been built outside the British Isles or in a private shipyard. The Admiralty reasoned
that its purpose was to cruise the waters of New England and it should be maintained
there on a year round basis.
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The Admiralty supplied the Portsmouth shipbuilder with the plan, or as it was
called, the “contract design.” British shipwrights from the dockyards of England
were sent to Portsmouth. Within one year the Falkland was launched and made her
first patrol of American waters. This led the way for many other Royal Navy
warships being constructed in the colonies. Some of the British trained shipwrights
stayed in America and passed on their skills to colonial workers. It is interesting to
note that by the middle 1720°s the British shipbuilders complained that the Crown
was favoring colonial American shipbuilders. There was very little work in
England but plenty in the colonies because large numbers of British shipwrights
were migrating there.

The British Government was concerned mainly with the fact that shipping was
England’s lifeline. After all, she was now the most powerful Maritime Nation and
preferred that, “Britannia ruled the waves.”

The American colonists could construct as many vessels as they pleased
provided these vessels flew the British flags. Several acts were passed to maintain
this control. The Act of 1704encouraged importation of naval stores from America
by paying bounties to the importing merchants. Also the Royal Navy was to have
first choice of all articles within 20 days of their arrival in Britain. The Act of 1705
referred to naval stores by forbidding the cutting of small “pitch pine and tar trees,”
not enclosed and under the growth of 12 inches in diameter.

In 1711 an Act was passed that gave the surveyor of Pines and Timber authority
in all colonies from Maine to New Jersey. Ten years later his power was declared
inadequate because the merchants found ways to ship most timber to buyers in other
countries. The wood cutters knew how to elude the Surveyor and his crew of
deputies.

The Act of 1721extended restrictions and stated, “... any white Pine Trees not
growing within any Township or boundaries.” The Act, however, renewed the
bounties and removed duties on all forms of American trees, now called lumber,
tradeable only with England. This also extended to Nova Scotia and Scotland to
encourage the industry in the forests.

The Act of 1729was a blanket act over the provisions which had established the
Broad Arrow Policy for the colonies. The bounties on masts and hemp were kept
the same but those on tar, pitch, and turpentine were lowered. This actremained in
force until the American Revolution in 1775.

The Massachusetts colony along with Maine and Nova Scotia also included the
whole shoreline from Cape Cod to Newfoundland, with the exception of New
Hampshire which was governed by a separate charter.

It was believed that one ofthe causes of the American Revolution was over the
policies that favored the merchants loyal to England. Laws to enforce this
favoritism were impossible to enforce. After all, surveyors with a few deputies
could not mark all the eligible pine trees. Virgin growth timber was a resource. It
troubled second generation settlers to have Agents of the Crown interfere with
property rights and to commandeer their best trees. Back door lumbering of the
King’s mast trees was even practical throughout New England by prominent
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citizens. After all, trade is trade and the profit from naval stores should have
extended to the colonists as well as the merchants. The Broad Arrow policy only
served one side, the merchants, but it undermined New England property rights to
the point of rebellion of the colonists.

Another reason for the colonists to rebel was the Policy of the King’s Surveyor.
This officer, with only four deputies, had too large an area to cover effectively. The
office was badly paid and the trees disappeared to those who sold them privately.
Even the colonial courts sided with the violators as the Revolution became a strong
solid reality.

The Admiralty’s avenues for purchasing ship timber had always been rank with
politics, graft, and private monopoly gained by the contractors. The King’s masts
from North America were no exception. Portsmouth, New Hampshire became the
center of the mast trade. Governor Benning Wentworth of New Hampshire became
the Surveyor General, while his brother Mark Hunking Wentworth was the Mast
Agent. They had powerful ties with the Navy Board in England as well.

During Benning Wentworth’s administration from 1743 to 1766 the Broad
Arrow Policy was soft-pedalled while townships were sold under the authority of
the Governor. The marked timber was selectively merchandised by his brother.
These brothers also exercised their control in the pine forests of Connecticut, the
upper reaches of the Hudson River and the old Gorges patent in Maine. Benning
Wentworth’s nephew John Wentworth, succeeded him into the Governorship and
the Surveyor General’s Office in 1766. John Wentworth put the administration of
the Broad Arrow Policy back into a consistent enforcement. The office was
severely hampered in 1761 and 1762 when forest fires destroyed the pine forests for
50 miles. The mast loggers had to move down the coastline to Machias in Maine.
Portland, Maine, then called Falmouth, controlled the main volume of mast exports
by the year 1772.

The American Revolution in 1775 ended the Broad Arrow Policy in New
England. The Battles of Lexington and Bunker Hill stopped any more shipments of
masts to the King. Mast cargoes were seized by the rebels at Portsmouth, Falmouth,
and Georgetown.

Mast logging, as a marine trade, continued to be cut and shipped by Yankee
traders to France and whoever could pay the price. Afterthe American Revolution
England continued to buy some naval timber, but the Admiralty had other trees in
North America. The Broad Arrow Policy moved to Nova Scotia which then
included what is now New Brunswick.

The King’s depot at the Halifax Dockyard and the mast yard at Dartmouth
serviced the great mast reserves of the Merimachi and St. John River. The
administrator of the Broad Arrow Policy in Canada would be the former New
Hampshire Governor, John Wentworth, Loyalist.
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New England Expansion to New Scotland

The name acceptable to Europeans for what was thought to be New Scotland,
later Nova Scotia, was actually Arcadia. This name is probably a derivative of the
Latin word “Arcanum,” which means a hidden thing, a mystery or a profound secret.
It was mapped by Italian explorers and cartographers, such as Columbus, Vespucci,
Cabot and Verranzano. In 1557 Ramusio published a collection of geographical
narratives and documents. He collected material from Andre Novagero, Cardinal
Pictro Bembo, and cartographer Giacomo Gastaldi. Also the fishing fleets came to
North America long before records were kept. They would follow a west to east
way over to North America, but return north to south with the Gulf Stream.

Year round habitation of North America such as English colonies in Virginia
and French colonies in Quebec were impeded by the disease called “Scurvy.” It was
the terror and plague of all companies and crews sailing overseas in the interest of
Commerce, Colonization or Science. It was caused by the absence of fresh
vegetables or vitamins. There were European remedies but, it was a remedy used
by the Abnaki tribe that enabled the European settlers to survive the long winters.
Prior to the introduction of the bark of the white spruce tree, called “Annedda,” or
“tree of life,” huge quantities of wine were brought over but, when the wine was all
consumed the Scurvy would set in.

This was to counter the bitter taste of salted meat. For the first time European
settlers could survive the winter by making a medicinal potion with the bark of the
white spruce tree. This took place in Quebec at the head of the river Canada
(actually St. Lawrence) and instead of leaving behind a cemetery they actually
started a colony. Jacques Cartier preferred to explore this river Canada which
extended in land to this undeveloped continent.

Sixty years later Samuel de Champlain wrote a journal of his voyages and
discoveries of what would become Nova Scotia, between 1604—1607. One of his
surveyed areas that was along the coast was called “Sesambre,” now “Sambro,”
which was a bay, unobstructed, seven or eight leagues in extent, with no islands
except at the extremity, where is the mouth of a small river but contains little but
water. This “unobstructed bay” was to become the future Halifax harbour which
would be the only English Naval Dockyard on the Atlantic Coast of North America.

Before Halifax harbour would be chosen for its future Naval Dockyard there
would be a series of battles and treaties between the French, Indians, and the
English, regarding proof of ownership of the area. The English claimed title when
Jean Cabot made his discovery in 1497. The French laid claim when Jacques
Cartier claimed both the north and south side of the Canada River.

The Plymouth Land Grant in 1621 included Nova Scotia. Also King James I
gave the land as a grant to Sir William Alexander. This included part of the state of
Maine, part of Quebec, but not Newfoundland.

In 1625 Charles I confirmed the Grant to Sir William Alexander and he
established the Baronets of Nova Scotia. Each baronet on payment of £150 would
receive an allotment of 18 square miles of land.
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However, in 1632 by the Treaty of St. Germain-en-Large, King Charles I
bartered away half of the continent of North America to the King of France for
£250,000.00. Only the Latin name of New Scotland (Nova Scotia) remained of the
grant to Sir William Alexander. Despite this, English and French colonists
continued to build settlements along the coastline. This was despite the limitations
of lacking a good fur trade potential and agriculture in a heavily timbered country
did not appeal to men unaccustomed to the levelling of forests. The inshore fishing,
called sedimentary fishing, did show potential but, the deep sea fishing only
appealed to the migratory fishermen who would usually return to Europe in the
autumn.

The timber potential appealed to Nicholas Denys as he established a colony at
Port Rossignol (Liverpool). He and his brother took a load of timber and cod to the
Azores Islands at Oporto. Later they sent both cod and timber on vessels to the
Maderias Islands and even the West Indes.

The French were more interested in the farming potential of the marshlands
around the Bay of Fundy. This upset the New England merchants who considered
their presence a threat to their fishery around Newfoundland. They appealed to the
English Crown to build permanent settlements at Canso and in Port Royal. In 1640
the English established themselves at both Canso and in Port Royal, but the Treaty
of Breda in 1667 returned any land grants in Acadia to France. This was supposed
to make a distinction between Acadia and Nova Scotia but it only caused further
disputes. In 1671 the French took a census of all of Acadia and found 440 people
in the entire province. Apparently, even the privateer vessels would come ashore
and do as much damage as possible. This was unofficial war and it was designed to
harass the settlers and encourage them to relocate. The Lords Commissioners of
Trade and Plantation received a report from Colonel Dudley, the Governor of New
England, at Boston, on November 5, 1710. This related to the imports to Nova
Scotia and it concerned the mast fleet coming back to New England. He requested
armed forces to be sent next spring to Canada and to Port Royal. The intention was
to capture those areas once and for all time. He argued that this expedition would
put Her Majesty into possession of all of North America, with “... the invaluable
treasure of all the Fishery, masts, lumber and naval stores whatsoever ...”

This expedition captured Port Royal but it was too late in the season to make a
serious attempt to capture Quebec. The English changed the name of Port Royal to
Annapolis Royal and it has retained this name since then.

Colonel Vetch, the Governor of Annapolis Royal, wrote to the Secretary, Mr.
Popple, in June of 1711 regarding the products of the country. He stated, ... I
caused to cut twenty masts for a Tryall (trial) from 18 inches to 25 inches, which
now lie ready here, but when an opportunity will present to send them home to be
made tryall of, I cannot tell. There are some much larger size but, they being more
remote from the water, would occasion a greater expense than I am willing to
venture without positive orders and directions where to be reimbursed...”

In 1712 Colonel Vetch informed the Trades and Plantation Commissioners
about the fertility of the soil, the vast quantities of minerals, masts, and naval stores
to be had, in plenty of which he had his aszistants cut from 18 inches to 20 inches
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thick. They were near the riverside where it was less expensive than the larger ones
which grew at a greater distance. These were destroyed by the French during the last
blockade. He also praised the Fishery potential, both inshore and offshore. Vetch
then suggested the most effectual way to make this a prosperous colony was to give
encouragement to all of His Majesty’s Protestant subjects, by giving land grants
with all tools required, as well as, one year of free provisions. He suggested these
settlers come over from England and Europe on the empty mast ships that are always
escorted by the Royal Navy.

On April 1, 1713 instructions to Governor Francis Nicholson, Governor of
Nova Scotia, from the Court of St. James, in No. 3 stated, “... that foreign vessels
may contract with ships to bring only masts, timber and other naval stores for our
service from the colonies to this Kingdom.”

No. 22 stated “... you will hereafter receive copies of Acts of Parliament
including an Act for encouraging the importation of naval stores from Her
Majesty’s Plantations in America.”

On January 15, 1715 a memorial was sent to the Colonial office in the form of
a memorial from Colonel Vetch. This was about the nature of the soil and the
product of that land, with a scheme for settling and improving the same to the
advantage of the Kindgom, by the fishery and the production of naval stores in this
land.

Another report to the monarchy in March of 1715 made reference to Nova
Scotia being made advantageous to the Kingdom by the production of naval stores
which may be had in great quantity there, and by a plentiful fishery along the coast.
The report also requested a surveyor to survey the coast for the protection of the
fishery. It also requested another person well skilled in naval stores be appointed
to survey the woods and the inland country for what trees are proper for timber, for
masts, and the making of tar.

On July of 1715 in a letter to Major Caulfield and Lt. Governor of Annapolis,
again requesting an account by the first opportunity of the present state of the
province and garrison under his care, and also what quantities of trees there are fit
for masts, timber, for making pitch and tar, and how these trees might be situated
with regard to rivers or the sea for water carriage, particularly from Cape Sable to
the Gulf of Canso.

On January 12, 1716 Major Caulfield replied that masting could be had with
difficulty, but pitch had frequently been made and was good. There were great
quantities of timber for building vessels and reputed to be good.

In Chebucto, he reported that masting may be had here, but the best areas were
the St. John River and two others in what would become the province of New
Brunswick. The trees could provide great quantities of masts of all sizes and were
as good as any in America. He elaborated on Chebucto saying he was credibly
informed that it could produce good masting with water carriage convenient for the
same. He further wrote, ... There are but few inhabitants in any of the rivers and
are accounted good harbours where the fishermen of New England and those of this
part (Annapolis Royal) resort to on all occasions and there are places very capable
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of improvement. This would include La Have and Port Roseway, along with
Chebucto, the most convenient for trade and fortification, and masts worthy of his
Lordship’s consideration.”

On February 28, 1716 a memorial from Captain Armstrong to the Board of
Trade and Plantations that there is great quantities of all sorts of timber for building
houses or shipping, and very good masts are more convenient, and nearer to the
waterside then generally in New England where the masts are brought some miles
through the woods with greater charge.

On March 5, 1717 at the Court of St. James in London, in an order of Council,
was received a petition of William Armstrong and several others, late officers and
soldiers, praying for a settlement for themselves and families. A copy of this
petition was given to the Lords Commissioners for Trade and Plantations, to
examine and report to the court, what they conceive as fit for His Majesty to do
therein.

The petition was signed by 33 people who had served King William and Queen
Anne many years as soldiers in the late wars. Their request was, they may be able
to serve Her Majesty and their country by applying themselves to raise naval stores
there for the supply of this Kingdom without it entirely depending on foreigners for
the same. The report was very favorable and stated, “...the land has many safe
harbours and navigable rivers that were proper for hemp and flax, in the middle of
a temperate zone and for health no place exceeds it and few equal it.” The report
further stated, “... it is bounding with all sorts of timber for shipping and proper for
masts, tar, pitch, resin, and all other naval stores.”

On August 9, 1717 there was a petition from Alexander Cairns and Douglas
and Joshua Ger, praying for a tract of land in Nova Scotia. They stated it might be
made a great advantage to this Kingdom by the Fishery and also by raising hemp,
producing pitch and tar, masts, and all other ships timber as well as a trade in furs.
The petitions further stated they were willing to undertake such a settlement and to
proceed not only upon the fishery, but also upon raising and the manufacturing of
several species of naval stores which, they reasoned, may induce others. This would
employ great numbers of people who would consume considerable quantities of
British manufacturies, and without any expense to the Crown. The land grant that
was requested was 5 leagues to the south west, 5 leagues to the north east of the river
and harbour of Chiboutou (Chebucto), and 10 leagues deep into the country.

On September 18, 1717 there was a proposal from Alexander Cairns, et al, for
making a settlement on the river Chiboutou 0f 200 people in 3 years. They said they
would build a small town stockaded round for settling and securing people. These
people would be employed in planting hemp, manufacturing tar, cutting down
timber, and making barrels and pipe stoves. They would undertake to erect a fort
provided it be a place not already built upon. Those who undertook this hope to
introduce a considerable and make improvement in all naval stores in which respect
it, will be of more advantage to England than to Newfoundland.

On September 26, 1717 the Board recommended the following, ... we have no
objection why His Majesty may not be graciously pleased to grant the petitioners
request upon the conditions of aforementioned...”
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On April 29, 1718 there was a memorial sent to the Board from Colonel
Phillips relating to Nova Scotia. There was no mention of naval stores and the only
topic was the fishery. He stressed the need for a Royal Navy Frigate to protect the
fishery, along with the difficulty in allowing fish stages along the coastline.

On May 30, 1718 the Lords Commissioners of Trade and Plantations, referred
to as the “Board”, wrote their answer to His Majesty from Whitehall in London.
They said, “regarding the memorial of Governor Phillips of Nova Scotia, we
recommend the fishery at Newfoundland move to Nova Scotia.” They complained
there was too much trading with New England instead of Great Britain. The Board
further recommended that two forts be built at Annapolis Royal, one at Chebucto,
one at La Have, a redoubt at Sable Island, and a redoubt at Canso. All these forts
to be garrisoned by a detachment from Annapolis Royal. An Engineer should be
sent to view the harbours off the coast and then recommend the most convenient
places for the forts, etc.

Another recommendation was that, “... it will also be for Your Majesty’s
service that another person well skilled in naval stores, should be appointed to
survey the woods and inland country, that Your Majesty may have a perfect account
of what trees there are proper for timber, for masts, and the making of'tar, and what
land there is proper for raising hemp...” This was signed by the Board at Whitehall
in London, on May 30, 1718.

The delays of decision making were numerous and on December 18, 1718 at
the Council Chambers at Whitehall, they acknowledged the land grant on Nova
Scotia proposed by Alexander Cairns, et al. The Board ordered a report from the
Lords of the Committee for Plantation Affairs. There was a further delay, butin the
meantime on February 05, 1719 a Mr. William Popple at Whitehall wrote to Jacob
Ackworth, who was the Surveyor of the Navy. It stated, “... There being a petition
for a grant of land in Nova Scotia, the Lords Commissioners for Trade and
Plantations have commanded me to desire you would let them know whether the
Commissioners of the Navy do not think it proper there should be a clause in the
Grant, reserving such trees to the Crown as are proper for masts and of such oak and
other trees as may be fit for the Royal Navy, in which case they further desire you
would send them the Draught of a Clause for that purpose, as the Commissioners of
the Navy shall approve of...”

On February 12, 1719 the Board wrote that exceptions and reservations that
were proposed by Mr. Ackworth, Surveyor of the Navy, and approved by the
“Board,” be made in the grant proposal desired by Alexander Cairns, et al. of lands
in Nova Scotia.

On June 4, 1719 areport was sent to the Right Honorable Lords of Committee
for Hearing Appeals. It stated the following, “... re: the preservation of the timber
and production of naval stores in the new colony. We would propose that in this,
and all other future grants to be made of any land in Nova Scotia, one full twentieth
(20th) part of the land granted shall be reserved to His Majesty, His heirs and
successors as a nursery for masts and timber for the Royal Navy. The said 20th part
to be marked out by His Majesty’s Surveyor General of the Woods in America, in
one or more parcels in parts most adjacent to navigable rivers, wherein no person

17



whatsoever shall be permitted to cut down any trees, under the highest penalty the
law can inflict... Also, that all pine and fir trees of the diameter of 24 inches and
upwards of 12 inches from the ground growing in any other part of the premises to
be granted, shall be reserved to His Majesty. The said trees to be marked by the
Surveyor of the Woods, or in his absence by some person to be appointed by him for
that purpose. That the Patentees (Petitioners) be restrained from reporting to any
foreign parts out of His Majesty’s Dominions, any masts, planks, deals, ship timber,
hemp, pitch, tar, or other naval stores whatsoever, under the restrictions and
penalties or is the case of the enumerated goods for the Plantations. Also, that His
Majesty’s Surveyor General of the Woods or a proper person deputed by him be
present at the laying out of the lands to be granted in the manner above mentioned,
until which time, the Patentees shall not be permitted to take possession thereof...”

On June 19, 1719 instructions were sent to Colonel Phillips to be Governor of
Nova Scotia. One such instruction was that, ... reservations should be made for
lands set apart for production and preservation of timber for use of the Royal Navy.
No grants to be made until the country has been surveyed. The Surveyor General
of the Woods on the continent of America have directions forthwith to repair to
Nova Scotia and mark out such parts thereof as are proper to be reserved . . .”

Instruction No. 18 “... You are to encourage the growth and production of
timber, masts, tar, hemp and other naval stores in Nova Scotia, and you are to
enquire what trees in said province fit for masts for the use of the Royal Navy and
in what parts of the country they grow, at which distance they are from any rivers
whereby they may be brought down in order to be shipped for this Kingdom.”

No. 19 “... You are to signify His Majesty’s express will and pleasure to all
inhabitants that now are or hereafter shall come to settle there, and to take care that
no trees fit for masts for the future, of the diameter of 24 inches and upward at 12
inches from the ground, be cut without His Majesty’s particular Licence...”

No.20“... Youare to get a survey made of the province of Nova Scotia as soon
as conveniently may be...”

No. 21 “... You are to send an account of the nature of the soil, what swamps,
and if they produce mast trees, etc...”

No. 28 “... You are not to grant any land upon survey found to be most proper
for producing masts and other timber for use of the Royal Navy to be reserved for
His Majesty’s service.”

On September 16, 1719 an Order in Council read that instructions be given to
have lands surveyed by the Surveyor General of the Woods on the Continent of
America, and to repair to Nova Scotia to mark out such parts as are proper to be
reserved for that purpose.

This resulted in a letter being written to the Board, from Colonel Phillips, at
Boston on July 14, 1720. He said he was told that the Surveyor should have
immediate orders to attend the service of Nova Scotia for marking out the King’s
Woods. This is a work of time and expense and he must have the use of a sloop.
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On September 15, 1720 Colonel Phillips requested His Excellency to send an
able person to make a survey and exact maps of all the several colonies from north
to south, regarding the dispute over title of the Islands of Canso and the dispute with
the French over the Fishery.

Further delays on the petition by Alexander Cairns, et al., for a grant of land in
Nova Scotia by a report of the Committee of His Majesty’s Privy Council on
January 10, 1721. Itstated, “. . . hereby referred to the consideration of the Lords
Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury, who are desired to report their opinion
thereupon to this Board. A like order was made to the Lords of the Admiralty to
consider this affair and report their opinion thereof...”

On May 10, 1722 the Committee of Lords Commissioners, etc., sent a letter to
Lord Carterat. This referred to article No. 28 of the instructions to Governor
Phillips. It said thatuntil His Majesty’s Surveyor shall have set apart 200,000 acres
of woodland for the service of the Royal Navy, Mr. Phillips can make no grants of
land and consequently nobody can or will settle in Nova Scotia. They recommend
Governor Phillips be empowered by a new instruction to set apart 200,000 acres of
woodland, according to directions given by the instructions for the use of the Royal
Navy, and may grant small parcels of land to such people as shall be disposed to
settle in Nova Scotia under the Quit Rents and Restrictions provided for by other
parts of his instructions.

On June 6, 1722 the Board wrote to Governor Phillips saying they noted his
letter of October 1, 1721 regarding “...the great inconveniences that arise from the
want of a surveyor to set out tracts of woodland for furnishing His Majesty’s Navy.
Wherefore, we have proposed to His Majesty that you may be empowered to set out
the said land for his service. That you may afterwards be at liberty to grant lands
under the restrictions mentioned in your instructions to such persons as shall be
disposed to settle there...”

On September 4, 1723 there was a petition presented to settle land near La
Have. This was for 400 families in the space of three years.

Almost a year later, July 1st, 1724 a reply was sent to the Lords of the
Committee of His Majesty’s Privy Council relating to conditions in the Grant of
Lands to Colonel Vetch, etal . . . “One condition stated that one full twentieth part
of the lands granted shall be reserved to His Majesty as a nursery for masts and
timber for the Royal Navy. The said twentieth part be marked out by His Majesty’s
Surveyor General of the Woods in America or any other officer appointed by His
Majesty...”

On June 7, 1727 a report was sent to the Lords of the Committee of His
Majesty’s Most Honorable Privy Council. It stated, re: your order of February 15
“... we have had under our consideration the methods for encouraging His Majesty’s
subjects to settle in Nova Scotia for establishing the form of a Civil Government
there, and likewise for the preservation of His Majesty’s woods in that province.”

It is proposed that the Surveyor General be directed to lay out these woods and
that the government may afterwards be at liberty to grant land under proper
restrictions. The report also mentioned how the French were building sawmills and
are daily destroying the timber, etc.
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The result of this report meant new instructions being issued by the Board on
July 16,1727. No. 10 stated, ... You shall encourage the growth and production of
timber, masts, tar, hemp and all other naval stores in Nova Scotia and you are to
enquire what trees are in the said province, fit for masts for the use of the Royal
Navy, and in what parts of the country they grow, at what distance they are from any
rivers, whereby they may be more commodiously brought down in order to be
shipped to this Kingdom...”

No. 19 stated, “...you are to signify to all inhabitants that no trees fit for masts
for the future, of the diameter of 24 inches and upwards of 12 inches from the ground
be cut without His Majesty’s particular license.”

No. 20 stated, “... Give all assistance to the Surveyor General of His Majesty’s
Woods in North America, and assistants, to better secure and preserve such timber
and punish offenders, etc.”

No. 29 stated, ... you are not to grant any land until such tracts are marked out
and set apart, not amounting to less than 200,000 acres, once determined by survey
to produce masts lying contiguous to the sea coast or navigable rivers...”

On May 14, 1729 there was a memorial from David Durbar, His Majesty’s
Surveyor General of the Woods in America, in relation to settle several Protestant
families of free land in Nova Scotia, and 500 families from the Palatine district near
Switzerland, who are willing to transport themselves to America, on the east side of
the Kennebec River.

The reply sent out was that Colonel Durbar should be directed to set apart a
sufficient quantity of woodland for the service of His Majesty’s Navy, not
amounting to less than 100,000 acres near navigable rivers in which no person
should presume to cut any trees without the Surveyors Licence.

On March 23, 1730 the decision was no settlement until surveyed and then set
out 200,000 acres of land. Also 100,000 acres lying between Penobscot River and
St. Croix River, or 12 miles square. Then to build a town on 100 dwelling houses
and to each of these houses shall be annexed a town lot 0of 40 acres in townships or
districts that they may be better able to defend and assist each other.

On November 24, 1730 Sir William Strictland, His Majesty’s Secretary at War
received word that Colonel Durbar, Surveyor General of the Woods of America,
should be protected in the execution of his duty for a detachment of 40 men from
Colonel Phillips Regiment. Durbar had been appointed Surveyor General of His
Majesty’s lands within the province of Nova Scotia on March 2§, 1728. He was to
mark out 200,000 acres of land to be set apart for masts and timber for the use of the
Royal Navy.

On February 9, 1731 in a report to His Majesty the King, the Board wrote that
they recommended an alteration in instructions because the former instructions
would be a great discouragement to the settlement. They stated that, “The lands for
use of the Royal Navy be first marked out and lands not fit for navy use be provided
for settlement may at the same time go forward.”
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On February 14, 1731 Colonel Durbar received a report from the Board. This
caused further delays as it referred to the instruction that said people who want to
settle in Nova Scotia have to wait until the 300,000 acres proposed to reserved for
the service of the Royal Navy should have been marked out and set apart by you for
that use.

On April 22, 1731 instructions were sent from Whitehall to the Right
Honorable Lords of Committee of Council, saying, “... your Lordships have
directed us to prepare a draught of instructions to the Governor of Nova Scotia and
the Surveyor of Woods that as soon as the land for the Royal Navy was surveyed,
they are to set out a survey for land not fit for that service or at least an equal amount
ofland...”

In 1732 a deputy of David Durbar, as His Majesty’s Surveyor General of
Woods, arrived at Annapolis Royal to make his survey of lands starting with the
Annapolis River. The Lords of Trade and Plantations had finally got the official
sanction for members of His Majesty’s Council to permit grants of land be given,
provided of course, that an equal quantity of woodland for the King’s service be laid
out at the same time.

This did not please the New England merchants because they considered
private ownership of the land where they fished would interfere with their rather
lucrative business operations. At the same time, however, these merchants and
fishermen had repeatedly requested naval protection only, but the Admiralty had
their own agenda regarding the fishing grounds of Nova Scotia and Newfoundland.
The privateers from both England and France were a threat but not with the naval
vessels in the area.

Governor Armstrong at Annapolis Royal was aware of this conflict of interest
when he wrote his report to the Board on October 29, 1733. He described the Whale
Fishery being carried on from Canso. These vessels were fitted out from New
England. On September 20 there were 70 sloops that had put in at Canso deeply
loaded with whales and they were in expectation of another 100 sloops from the
Grand Banks off Newfoundland where a great number of whales were reported.
The cod fishery at Canso was the most considerable of any in America. Every year
there were about 90 vessels from New England and Europe for this fishery.

Reports of the successful fishery in the area of Canso were sent each year from
1735 until 1740. They generally stated the amount of tuns of whale oil, pounds of
bone, number of men, whales and vessels, etc. They mentioned Sack ships from
Great Britain and New England which will load up for Spain, Portugal and Italy.
This was often a two way arrangement whereby the fish, oil and whalebone are
purchased with woolen and other manufactured goods from these countries and sent
to New England at a very considerable value. The report in 1740 was actually a
petition from several merchants. They mentioned the value of trading fish for
manufactured goods, but also wrote about the great and very good harbours along
the coastline of Nova Scotia. They stated, “...yet for want of fortifications, they
serve only as a security for the ships employed in this trade in stormy weather ... the
fishery for want of security has greatly diminished the last year...”
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The Admiralty felt their presence was more of protection than to do what they
were trained for, which is fighting the man-of-war ships of other countries. They
were ordered to provide this protection since 1677 but they felt their presence
involved the difference between station ship captains and fishery commodores.
One vessel was to convoy only, but another to regulate and supervise the fishery
itself. They also adjudicated disputes between rival fishermen and then convoy the
ships home at the end of the season.

These Royal Navy officers felt their responsibility was to the Admiralty only,
but the ships “on station,” were responsible to local administration as well as the
Admiralty. This would include the Surveyor of Woods, Courts of Vice Admiralty
and Supervisors of Customs. The station ships were an important part of the colony
and these station ships from New England were expected to also survey the coast for
safe harbours, the potential for large land grants and make reservations of the woods
for naval stores.

The merchants in New England were very persuasive and well connected with
the right people, including the Lords of Trade and Plantations. The Board
consented to a policy of reserving the shoreline to a depth of 60 feet for fishing
stages and fish flakes for drying their catch. Their real purpose was that of
permanent settlement and to also exploit the hinterland mainly for the potential of
naval stores.

This concern for naval support for the New England merchants was brought
into full attention in 1718 when no man—of-war ships were provided for Nova
Scotia. This was also the year that Captain Thomas Coran who resided for a time
in New England, applied for a grant of land in the area of Chebucto Harbour. He
intended to manufacture naval stores for the Royal Navy. His proposal was similar
to that of Alexander Cairnes, et al. Both proposals were given the same bureaucratic
shuffle but it did not stop other interests, both official or private.

In 1721 Thomas Durell proposed a special vessel to survey the coasts of both
Newfoundland and Nova Scotia. This vessel was supplied with cordage, sails,
anchors and iron work from England. The vessel was built in New England and this
was supposed to keep the costs down. It was first used as a supply ship and also a
guard ship at Canso.

The fishing center at Canso was regarded as a key center for the New England
interests, and Governor Phillips wanted to ensure permanent settlement by
proposing Canso be a, “freeport,” for at least 3 or 4 years.

Another reason for permanent settlement was because the French from Ile
Royale, or Cape Breton, would come to Nova Scotia for timber to build their fishing
vessels. The French fishery was a great rivalry to the New England merchants, the
West Indes, the Azores, Europe, etc.

It wasn’tuntil 1723 that the Admiralty decided to spare one of their ships of the
line from the Newfoundland fishery to stay at Canso .

Thomas Durell made surveys and reports to the Admiralty from 1732 until
1736. He made the Admiralty fully aware of Nova Scotia’s potential. One result
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was the Admiralty issued orders to the convoy ships for the mast trade in New
England to also provide protection for the fishery at Canso. One of the surveyed
harbours was called Chebucto but now called Torrington Harbour in 1736. Its
potential was shared by the other European rival, the French, who were fully aware
of what a service to the Admiralty it could provide.

French Concerns

The French presence had been for a fishery long before a report written in 1593
that stated, “...at this period, the fishery on the banks of Newfoundland were
prosecuted by the French of Bretange, the Basques, and the Portuguese.” The
whaling industry was also highly developed and the English shared these waters to
the extent that the New England land grants could depend on this industry along
with the cod fishery.

In 1607 Poutrincourt arrived in Paris to exhibit specimens of corn and wild
geese from this overseas land called Acadia. These specimens were sent to
Fountainbleu and they impressed the court along with King Henry I'V. It was then
decided to procure the services of the Jesuits to convert the Indians in L’ Acadie.
The King offered to allow the sum of 2,000 livres for the expenses of the
missionaries.

By the year 1612 settlement was hampered by Piracy which was at its height in
the North Atlantic. One example was that of Peter Easton who commanded 10
ships. Atone point he took 100 men from the fishing villages at Newfoundland, but
all this did was emphasize the need for protection of the fishery by fighting ships of
the different European countries.

The exploration of the land mass was still active and in 1631 Champlain
entered Chebucto Harbour when he visited Sambro. This was 15 leagues from La
Have and he wrote, “... From Sesambre (Sambro) we passed a very safe bay (called
Chebucto) ... containing seven or eight leagues where there are no islands except at
the head of it where there is a small river ...”

Atthis time New England shared an interest in Nova Scotia and in 1690 Phillips
captured the former French settlement at Port Royal. Each laid claim by right of
conquest that the country belonged to them. In 1699 fishermen from France were
placed at Chebucto. The English continued to fish along the coast but could not risk
drying their fish along the shores. They carried passports signed by the Governor
at Boston that also allowed them to trade with the French and Indians. A year before
in 1698 the French placed a priest, Father Louis Peter Thurey, on McNabs Island
where there was easy access to a beach for drying cod fish. He died a year later and
the French abandoned their station.

In 1699 Villebon wrote from Fort St. John that the fishermen from Chebucto
are now fishing at Port Razoir or Shellburn. “... Monsieur Thurey, the priest, is dead
which stops his project for an Indian settlement. Mandoux takes his mission but
does not know the Indian language ... Besides they cannot be induced to give up
their lands to settle in one spot ...”
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Monsieur de Brouillon, who was French Governor of Placentia,
Newfoundland, was appointed to succeed Monsieur de Villabon as Governor of
Acadia. When Brouillon landed at Chebucto he described the place as one of the
finest ports that nature could form. He stated, “ . . . the entrance is wide and easy.
I found there two or three hundred savages ...” Brouillon then took along some
Indians when he went over land to Port Royal.

Another major concern of his was about the mast potential of L’Acadie. In
1701 53 masts were sent to France by the vessel, Gironde. A total of 40 masts were
also sent there by the “L’ Avent.” There were also 11 masts kept at Port Royal. In
all, there were 104 masts at the costs of 5,665 livres.

In 1702 Brouillon planned to station lookout parties at Chebucto and La Have.
Monsieur De Goutin sent out twelve accounts to the Minister in France for
fortifications and the costs of masts that were later cut and sent back to France. He
also reported that L’ Acadie could furnish as much as four cargoes of masts on a
yearly basis.

In 1705 Father Felix, the almoner of the Fort of Port Royal, left for Chebucto
and stayed until the King’s ship arrived at Port Royal. By then, Bonaventure
became the new Governor of Port Royal. In his report regarding our settlement, he
stated, “... I do not think the inhabitants would enjoy to settle in a place like
Chebucto until they see that His Majesty has laid the foundations of a fort ...”

In 1709 the Governor of Acadia and The Royal, Subercase, placed Monsieur
Morpain in charge of Port Royal. Inhis reportto France he stated, “... for three years
past the King’s ships had brought out no goods and most of our provisions came
from captured prize vessels ... A ship from here was sent to the Island of Martinique,
(called Martinico) with masts and other wood and cod fish out of these captured
prizes...”

Governor Subercase also shared the view regarding privateers. He wrote,
“...they have desolated Boston, having captured and destroyed 35 vessels. If we had
the gun ship, Venus, Boston would have been ruined. Subercase wanted to sail the
Venus himself, at his own expense as a privateer...”

In 1711 a military survey and map was made on Chebucto Harbour by
Monsieur De La Bat, for the French government. There was no follow up of this
survey because the French seemed to be more concerned with their inland colonies.
After Port Royal was captured by the English and then granted to them by the Treaty
of Aix-La-Chappel, the French government decided to make Ile Royale, now Cape
Breton Island, their depot for the trade of France with Canada. They, of course,
wanted to promote an extensive sedimentary fishery and this would also include
shipbuilding.

The home government decided that some vessels from France should be
employed in transporting colonists, and on the return voyage they could carry masts,
spars, planks, and fish. This was to diminish the expenses of founding a new
settlement. It would also improve the condition of seamen and, similar to the
British, enable this fishery to be a nursery for the naval requirements to man their
ships of the line. The soldiers for the garrison were to be artificers who would then
become settlers on a permanent basis, not to mention an efficient militia when
required.
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The choice for this new settlement would be at a place called English Harbour.
On the south side of this harbour there was to be anew town built. The name of this
town would be Louisbourg in honour of the present monarch of French. The Indians
of Nova Scotia were encouraged to emigrate there from L’ Acadie and many of them
did so. The Acadian farmers from the Chignecto, or Bay of Fundy region were also
urged to re-locate. However, they were not offered property or farm lots equivalent
to what they would leave behind and the vast majority remained there. The English
were to be regarded as enemies to both French and Indians.

Another reason for the French to relocate to Cape Breton was that after the
English captured Port Royal in 1713 the French Acadians living in Nova Scotia
were given the privilege of leaving the province within two years. They could
dispose of such property as they did not think proper to remove. The rest of the
French inhabitants made their submission to the British Governor, Vetch, but no
Oath of Fidelity was required except from those near Annapolis Royal.

In 1714 the new Governor and Commander in Chief of Nova Scotia,
Nicholson, arrived in Annapolis Royal. He proposed to the Acadians that they
either become British subjects and then legally retain their possessions as well as
free enjoyment of their religion and language, or leave the country within one year.

The Governor of Cape Breton continued to induce them to live there but the
Acadians still preferred Nova Scotia. They constantly refused to take the Oath of
Allegiance to the English Monarchy.

In 1719 Colonel Phillips succeeded Nicholson as Governor of Nova Scotia.
England wanted him to regulate the colony by the instructions of the Governor of
Virginia. He was to choose a council to manage the civil affairs of the province until
a Council could be formed. The first thing the council did was to issue a
proclamation. They summoned the Acadians to take the Oath of Allegiance on the
same terms as was offered by Governor Nicholson. The Acadians had refused to
leave in English vessels as they preferred their own French vessels. This was a
problem because it was not consistent with the Navigation Laws of England. The
Navigation Laws stated that, “no foreign ship be allowed to enter a colonial
harbour.” This resulted in an impasse between the two groups. Colonel Phillips
then obtained a leave of absence to sail for England. His design was to inform His
Majesty’s Ministers of these embarrassing circumstances. His instructions from the
ministers were not to use any measure of severity towards them.

During the absence of Governor Phillips, his deputy, Lt. Governor Armstrong,
prevailed upon the inhabitants to take the Oath of Fidelity to the English Monarch.
When Governor Phillips returned to Annapolis Royal some of the Acadians
complained that the oath had been extorted from them by undue measures. Phillips
then persuaded about 800 persons to accept the oath. The Acadians thought it meant
not to bear arms against their own countrymen and so considered themselves as
neutral.

There were many Acadians who were loyal to the French cause and they
continued, year after year, to bring cattle and sheep over land to Chebucto Harbour
and other harbours for French vessels to take to the garrison and artificers at
Louisbourg. This policy was so bad in numbers that Governor Phillips in 1731
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issued a provincial proclamation against this practice. It was ignored by the French
and their Indian allies because the English couldn’t enforce the proclamation.
There simply were not enough troops and naval support to be effective. The French
and their Indian allies had made several ambush attacks against the unsuspecting
New England fishermen at Liscomb Harbour and Jeddore Harbour. Most of the
English were murdered but a few survived by escaping out to sea.

This was typical treatment of the ways of the French and their Indian allies. It
showed just how successfully they could conduct this type of guerilla warfare on the
North American continent.

The winter of (1740-41) was very severe and hard in Nova Scotia. Also the fact
that they had no news from Europe or from the neighbouring New England
Provinces kept them ignorant of the situation in Europe and in North America.

Navy Board versus The Admiralty

Another agency that was to be a major factor in the colonization of Nova Scotia
was the Navy Board of England. This agency operated independently of the
Admiralty until they merged in 1832 under the Great Reform Bill. Since then, the
Admiralty became the Supreme Governor and Director of the Navy. Before that,
the Admiralty controlled the fleet. The Navy Board controlled the naval stores’
victuals and most important, the logistics of running dockyards and where the ships
at sea were to function.

An example of the Navy Board’s function was in 1702 they requested that
naval ships convoy the fishing fleet to Newfoundland and back to England. They
would send letters to the major’s office in Dartmouth, England, Tingsmouth,
Devonshire, Biddeford, Lyme, Bristol, etc., stating the Lord High Admiral gives
general orders for protecting the men belonging to the merchant ships bound to
Newfoundland, so they may be ready to proceed with the convoy when the embargo
is taken off. This letter would be made public in all these sea ports.

When these naval convoy ships arrived in Newfoundland, or in New England
they were allowed to participate in privateering activities, but had to take any prizes
to England to be sold, etc.

The Navy Board would order the ships to be cleaned, or careened, as well as
refitted, or repaired for sea duty. By the year 1703 an Agent for Prizes was
appointed for Newfoundland. The mast ships coming from New England to
England were often ordered to escort the fishing vessels with them. These mast
ships would carry naval stores to the continent but return with masts, bowsprits, and
spars.

The Navy Board was responsible, with the Admiralty in 1729 and 1730 to make
an official report regarding the cutting of masts, yards, and bowsprits in New
England to have a Royal Licence.

On September 10, 1743 they recommended to the Admiralty to have a hulk,
body of a decked vessel, unseaworthy or wrecked, at Boston Harbour to careen His
Majesty’s ships, if there should be a war with France. They requested a report and
their consideration, ifthey should fit a hulk in England and then send it to Boston in
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the spring. They also wanted to know what officers and men could establish one,
and whether the men are to be sent from thence or could be procured there, as well
as what careening gear, called crabbs, and if or when to send them out.

On September 23, 1743 the Navy Board sent a similar letter regarding
instructions as to cleaning ships in New York Harbour and in other New England
harbours beside Boston.

On January 23, 1744 the Navy Board requested a Mr. Gulston to have his mast
licence to cut 200 trees at New England for the year. They also desired the Duke of
Newecastle to procure this licence.

In 1744 it seemed that war would be declared soon between England and
France. The Navy Board received a petition on March 15 from the merchants of
Dartmouth trading to Newfoundland Fishery asking for a convoy escort. The Navy
Board complied and also sent the Ludlow Castle, a converted hulk with stores,
officers, men, guns, etc.

New England was sending masts to the West Indes with the convoy of a man—
of—war ship. On May 15, 1744 a notice was sent out not to come back to England
without a convoy escort. The convoy for Placentia, Canso, and Annapolis Royal
was to carry provisions for their safety. Notice was sent out to the Navy Board that
seven French East India ships were in Louisbourg Harbour and two more were
expected. These would be convoyed by French man—of—war ships. Also the report
stated that a French, 60—gun ship, built in Canada, would be sent out to Louisbourg
to strengthen the convoy.

This news proved to be correct but it was too late to make the proper
preparations for an all out attack. The naval force from Louisbourg captured and
destroyed the fishing fleet and station at Canso. Then the French turned their forces
on Fort Anne. The garrison held out until the arrival of a galley from Massachusetts,
on July 5 with 70 auxiliaries, a Captain and Ensign, driving off the Indians. These
Indians went to Minis Basin to await the troops from Louisbourg. Instead of troops
from Louisbourg, an English privateer vessel arrived from Boston with the first of
four companies of militia raised by the government of Massachusetts Bay, to
reinforce the garrison of Annapolis. The French and Indians besieged the town for
about two months but were unable to capture the fort. Then they retired to the Minis
Basin where they again were unsuccessful.

New England was in a state of anger and indignation because they realized it
was just a matter of time before the harbour and colony of Boston would be
attacked. Guided by the principle that, “the best defence is a strong offense,” the
New England merchants and Governor Shirley wrote to the British government
asking for a naval force to assist in their defence. His reasoning was that the
preservation of Nova Scotia would be of considerable service to the northern
colonies with the Lords of Admiralty. Consequently, in January 1745 orders were
dispatched to Commodore Warren to proceed north in the spring with a sufficient
force to assist Governor Shirley. To assist Warren’s squadron, Shirley would
provide transport, men, provisions, and other logistics required for an invasion. The
land forces totalled 4070 men and officers and the colonial sea contribution was 200
cannons in 13 armed vessels. New York loaned 10 cannons of 18 pounders to the

force also.
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Commodore Warren had four man-of-war ships off Canso where the staging
area took place. Six other navy ships joined forces, three from Newfoundland and
three from England. Now Warren had four, 60—gun ships, five of 40 guns and one
of 50 guns. There were also two armed sloops sent out to cut oft supply to the
French from the St. Lawrence River settlements.

On June 17, 1745 the French forces at Louisbourg surrendered and marched
out of the fort after a seige that lasted 49 days. The French were sent to France
embarked on 14 cartel vessels. By the capitulation the French soldiers, sailors,
militia, and the inhabitants were not to bear arms against the British for at least 12
months. This policy was never taken seriously. The previous year on July 1744
Captain Rouse, a New England privateer, captured French fishing vessels in
Newfoundland. In October 1744 Captain Spry captured a French privateer off
Newfoundland. It had 16 guns and 100 men. Some of these men had been Irish
Roman Catholic soldiers in Phillips Regiment that were captured at Canso. In
Boston there were 360 English prisoners of war returned. The practice of returning
prisoners of war was commonplace at that time of our history.

In Louisbourg, the decision to occupy was decided and Regiments from the
garrison at Gibraltor would serve this purpose. This meant having provisions for
3,000 men for four months. Naval store ships would deliver hemp, masts, spars,
bowsprits, cordage, chains, bedding, and medical supplies.

On November 1, 1745 a report stated that the Admiralty (and Navy Board)
approved of fixing a careening place at Louisbourg. The Navy Board was to send
the careening gear out with the squadron that was to sail there in the Spring.

They also ordered the Navy Board to send out the careening gear in the spring
when the store ships supply the naval stations on the continent. The equipment
would be carried on two vessels because of'its weight. The squadron not consist of
less than 12 sail of the line, some of which should have 70 guns, also two frigates,
asloop, and a fire ship. He also mentioned that Captain Durell made an exact survey
of this garrison, harbour, and future careening place. He also requested spare naval
stores, books, signal colors, sails, and bunting rigging. The navy obviously wanted
to establish a Court of Admiralty there but the Board objected this idea. The town
was in ruins and the troops were mainly militia and not that well acquainted with
either discipline or obedience.

The climate was severe, the drinking water barely fit for consumption,
firewood was scarce, but, the most pressing problem was rum. The over abundance
of this led Warren to order all the available rum to be collected and lodged in the
casements at the Citadel. A total of 64,000 gallons was collected. The successor of
Warren, Admiral Knowles said, “...that so much rum escaped from open detection
that 1,000 men would be drunk every day.” This of course led to an unfortunate loss
of men. Fever ran amuck and 1,200 men died of fever. This was at the time of
Governor Shirley’s departure. This was out of the 4,070 men that arrived in
Louisbourg in April.

On April 05, 1746 a letter from the Admiralty was sent to the Mayors of Exeter,
Poole, Dartmouth, and Plymouth, England. It alerted the fact that the convoy ship,
Rye, will take the fishing convoy to Newfoundland by way of Plymouth, New
Hampsbhire.
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Admiral Warren was notified and he wrote to his superiors that, ... it seems to
be a struggle between French and us, as to who shall be masters of this continent ...
nothing can contribute more to our being so than to encourage as many people as
possible from the Protestant part of Germany to settle the colonies, who make very
good subjects, without draining either Great Britain or Ireland of their people.”
Warren was in favor of a dockyard, under proper regulation, for building ships of
war. He argued that they have materials of all kinds for such a purpose. He stated,
“... although their timber is not thought as durable as that of Great Britain, [ am
assured it would be found to last longer than our modern ships do, if proper care
were taken in cutting and seasoning it ...”

He also pointed out that the French have built, and are building ships in Canada,
and the Spaniards do the same in Havenna and their other colonies. When the Navy
Board sent the careening equipment he requested, he wrote to the Board that it was
his opinion that Louisbourg was the only place in America that His Majesty’s ships
can be cleaned with any dispatch and also prevent desertion for the privateering
vessels. He reported that he had three Crabbs, nautical capstans, there to heave
down a ship of 50 or 60 guns.

Admiral Warren left Louisbourg to return to Boston. His assistant Admiral
Townsend was left in charge when a naval storekeeper was appointed there.

The war with France was the main concern now, and Warren wrote to the
Board that he expected the French to land their troops, cannon, and ammunition at
the Harbour of Chebucto. This harbour being very convenient for the inhabitants of
Minis to join the enemy against the garrison of Annapolis Royal and Boston.

As it happened, such a force under Duc d’Anville was put together in May of
1746. This force consisted of 37 warships, 4 transport and fire ships, and manned
by 6,790 officers and seamen. The Army and Marine Regiments totalled 3,150
under the command of General Pommeril. This expedition sailed from Rochelle,
France, on June 22, 1746. It was doomed to failure because of contrary winds and
a severe storm near Sable Island. Here were lost four ships of the line and a
transport. The squadron had to disperse, and Duc d’Aville died the same day one
of'the ships arrived, September 19. In the afternoon Vice Admiral d’Estournelle,
with three ships of the line, sailed into Chebucto Harbour.

On September 18 a Council of War decided to return to France. Many of the
land forces were in the missing ships and those onboard ships in the harbour were
gravely ill. Some 1,200 to 1,300 were said to have died at sea, and another 1,130
at Chebucto Harbour because of Scorbutic fever and dysentery. Their Indian allies
also caught this disease and large numbers died as well.

Jonquiére and other officers wanted to at least capture Annapolis Royal. The
Acadian French were bringing in fresh vegetables and some of the sick were
recovering. On the morning of October 13 the squadron of 30 ships, 2 snows, 2
brigs, 1 dogger, 4 schooners and 3 sloops sailed from Chebucto Harbour. They
sailed toward Cape Sable but again encountered severe storms. Only two ships
arrived at Annapolis Basin but made a hasty retreat when they observed English
man-of-war ships at anchor.
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An overland force of French and Indians consisting of 700 men reached
Annapolis Royal at the end of September. They had formed a plan while in
Chebucto Harbour with some Marines and regular soldiers, to make an overland
assault while the naval forces would make a blockade. This French force under the
control of de Ramezay encamped at some distance without making any attack.
Governor Shirley had sent a reinforcement of 250 men to Annapolis Royal onboard
aman-of-war of 50 guns, a frigate of 20 guns, and an ordinance supply schooner. De
Ramezay heard of the French squadron withdrawal and he took his force to winter
in the Minis Basin area.

The consequences of this French failure gave great encouragement to the
English as well as the New England colonies. Boston was reinforced by 6,400
militia from the interior region of Massachusetts. Regular Army units from England
were voted to protect Nova Scotia. For the next four years the war between France
and England was mainly fought in the Bay of Fundy area and the Northumberland
Strait.

On October 18, 1748 the general and definitive Treaty of Peace was concluded
and signed at Aix la Chapelle. The 9th article gave the Ile Royale, called by the
English, Cape Breton Island restored, to France with all the artillery and
ammunition found therein on the day of'its surrender.

Governor Shirley wrote numerous reports to the Duke of Bedford, who was
now the Secretary of State. His main concern was of colonial interests. Governor
Shirley on one occasion made reference to a survey and report by Captain Morris,
who had commanded one of the six New England companies of auxiliaries. This
man later became the Chief Surveyor of Nova Scotia and the ancestor of a highly
respected family in Halifax. Captain Morris recommended that the principal
garrison should be at Chebucto. The troops in the province should consist of 1,250
regulars and 475 Rangers. Intime of war there should be 2,000 regulars. He further
recommended a 40—gun ship be stationed at Canso, a 50—gun ship at Chebucto, and
a 20—gun ship at Annapolis.

Governor Shirley was ordered by the King to prepare a plan of civil
government for Nova Scotia. He then sent his project to the Secretary of State in a
letter dated February 27, 1748.

The government in England was more concerned with the fact that the cost of
taking and keeping Louisbourg was about £600,000 sterling. This was three times
as much as what King Charles II had sold the port of Dunkirk to France for.

Governor Shirley had previously written to the Duke of Newcastle in January
of 1745 that the conquest of all of Canada would gain control of the fur trade and cod
fishery and this would mean the fishery would be a nursery for seamen for the Royal
Navy.

The Duke of Newcastle wasn’t convinced until he heard that the opinion of
Admiral Warren, Admiral Townsend and Charles Knowles, former Governor of
Louisbourg, all shared Governor Shirley’s opinion—the French Province in Nova
Scotia threatened the New England fisheries and the supply of masts and naval
timber in New England.
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The best argument was that the capture of French vessels paid for the upkeep
of Louisbourg. During the first summer about £100,000 was retained for the
purpose of paying port expenses. A total of 15 French vessels were captured
between April 24 to June 19. On August 8 a French captured prize carried a cargo
of £300,000 sterling, in gold and silver, besides other valuable cargo.

Other prize vessels captured included 277,000 Spanish dollars and 2,400
double doubloons. Another captured Spanish prize yielded 237,000 Spanish
dollars and 4,800 double doubloons. The H.M.S. Canterburycaptured prizes that
yielded 237,952 Spanish dollars and 5,248 double doubloons, 7 pigs of virgin silver
weighing £282, 18 bars of gold weighing £65:8 ounces, also wrought silver plate
weighing £110. The H.M.S. Princess Marybrought in prizes that yielded 2 chests
of gold worth 6,000 double doubloons and 74 chests of silver worth 218,000
Spanish dollars. Admiral Warren was cheated out of 1/8 of this value, or £53,000
sterling, because there was no Court of Vice Admiralty at Louisbourg. The nearest
court was in Boston.

When Admiral Warren returned to England in 1746 he had convinced
Newcastle to preserve naval superiority in Nova Scotia waters. A new squadron of
8 ships of the line were set up for this scheme, but, they were reassigned for
European waters against the growing French fleet.

The careening yard facilities were unsuccessful at Annapolis Royal and it was
thought that Louisbourg would have it. This along with naval storehouses would
make a strategic base on the Atlantic coast of North America.

Nova Scotia was no longer just used to protect the fishery. The “sea militia” did
the work of combining naval assistance with military forces that defeated the French
at Louisbourg, Annapolis, and Chignecto. This established English control over the
Bay of Fundy and the St. John River area. The sea militia were also privateers as
well as commercial fishermen. They knew the waters better through fishing and
trading along the coastline. These men knew they wouldn’t be pressed into service
ofthe Royal Navy. They would sail in familiar waters and not the distant seas. They
were commanded by their own officers and the risk of desertion didn’t exist. A total
of 9 vessels formed this sea militia. This was probably the best argument for
developing Halifax harbour as a sea base and not a military station.

The most suitable area to replace Louisbourg as a naval base, was by several
recommendations, at the Harbour of Chebucto. The military would supply regular
forces and not militia from New England. The settlers would be of British or
Protestant foreigners from Europe. It was to strengthen the power of government,
and provided a center of naval activity for staging a combined naval and army
assault forces, against the French at Louisbourg, and at Quebec.

A plan was adopted to send out settlers, and the Lords of Trade and Plantations,
by the King’s command, published notification in March of 1749. Parliament voted
£40,000 sterling for this venture. Free passage, provisions for the voyage, arms,
ammunition, and the necessary tools and equipment for building homes on free
grants of land were provided for. This also included free grants of land with an
elected Civil Government and all the other privileges enjoyed in English colonies.
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What was needed were new settlers like officers and men discharged from the army
and navy and artificers that could build, farmers for animal husbandry, and of
course, those trained in the building and maintenance of ships. The President ofthe
Board of Trade and Plantations, Lord Halifax, had prepared this plan in 1748, but
itwasn’t made public until the Spring of 1749. The delay was due to the Admiralty
probably wanting to send out artificers that would serve the Royal Navy as well as
the potential for the sea militia.

The Admiralty and Navy Board were able to have some influence in what part
they were to play in this new settlement. From the Deptford yard there were 8
shipwrights, 1 labourer, 10 carpenters, 2 ship smiths, 3 sawyers, 6 mariners, and 1
glazier. The Deptford store ship provided 2 mariners. From the Plymouth Yard
there were 2 mariners and 1 shipwright. From Portsmouth there was 1 shipwright
and 1 carpenter. The Woolwich Yard sent 1 labourer, 3 shipwrights from the
frigate, Canning, and 2 shipwrights from the ship, Baltimore.

On April 29, 1749 the Colonial office sent a number of instructions with
Colonel Edward Cornwallis who was gazetted as the Governor of Nova Scotia on
May 9, 1749. The 4thinstruction stated, “... the settlers are to be protected and it is
our will that you cause a necessary part of our forces in the province be employed
in erecting blockhouses and other public works necessary for their security and
accommodation, taking care that they do not commit any waste or otherwise
prejudice the lands to be settled.”

No. 6 stated, “... It has been thought proper that settlements should be made in
different parts thereof ...”

No. 7 stated, “... you are therefore authorized and required to appoint proper
persons to survey and mark out townships, that is to say, that two townships
containing 100,000 acres of land each be marked out at or near our Harbour of
Chebucto ... you are to take particular care in laying out the said townships that they
doinclude the best and most profitable land, and also that they do comprehend such
rivers as may be at or near the said settlements and that the said townships be
extended as far up into the country as conveniently may be, taking in a necessary
part of the sea coast.”

No. 9 stated, “... you give strict orders to surveyors to report the nature of the
soil, what rivers and also what quantity of wood for the use of our Navy, to be
marked out and reserved for that purpose conformable to the laws of the Kingdom
for the preservation of timber for the use of our Navy and to the instructions we have
given to our Surveyor General of our Woods in North America.”

No. 12 stated, “... the said settlers to be immediately furnished with a proper
number of tents for their accommodation until houses can be built ... also arms and
ammunition in proportion to their number.”

No. 14 stated, “... we have a contract with London merchants to supply people
with 12 months provisions at the rate of 4} pence per day ...”

No. 16 stated, “... You are empowered to deliver live stock for their support.”

No. 19, stated, “... You are empowered to have ships remain for as long as you
judge necessary and to employ them during their stay ...”
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No. 20 stated, “... after arrival of said settlers at our Harbour of Chebucto to
cause so many families as you shall judge proper, not exceeding 1200 persons to
seatthemselves in equal proportions within the townships to be by you laid out at the
said harbour ... furnished with the tools and materials in proportion to their families
for erecting habitations, taking care you send a sufficient armed force for their
protection, also storehouses built to lodge provisions, arms, ammunition, tents,
stores, and materials ...”

No. 23 stated, ... it be determined by lot or otherwise as you shall think proper
what families shall be fixed at each settlement, in order to prevent any discontent
which may arise on that account.”

No. 25 stated, “... 50 acres of land to be granted to carpenters, shipwrights,
smiths masons, joiners, bricklayers, brickmakers, and all other artificers in building
or husbandry not being soldiers or seamen ... land to be parcelled out as soon as
possible after their arrival at each settlement . . .”

No. 27 stated, “... A spot in each town set apart for a church, and 400 acres for
a minister and 200 acres for a schoolmaster.”

No. 28 stated, “... appoint surveyors for each township, etc.”

No. 35 stated, “... A continued space of land on the sea coast and banks of all
creeks and rivers, such a breath as you shall find necessary for building and
repairing vessels, curing of fish .to be reserved and set apart for the above
mentioned and all public uses whatsoever...”

No. 36 stated, ““... Enquire what trees there are in our said province fit for masts
for the use of our Navy, and in what parts of the country they grow, at what distance
they are from any river, whereby they may be more commodiously brought down in
order to be shipped to this Kingdom . . .”

No. 37 stated, ““... The Harbour of Chebucto to be conveniently situated for the
seat of Government, you do forthwith cause proper buildings to be erected, the
towns to be by you laid out at our Harbour of Chebucto for Government and public
offices ...”

No. 38 stated, “... Forts should be erected for the security of the said
settlements.”

No. 42 stated, “... French inhabitants have long since lapsed the time allowed
by the Treaty of Utrecht for removing their effects from thence to any part of the
French Dominions in North America ... they do no damage before such their
removal ...”

No. 46 stated, “... No food, corn and cattle, etc., to be exported out of the
province.”

No. 54 stated, “... we have appointed a Surveyor General of all our woods in
North America, with Deputies ... to secure and preserve for the use of our Royal
Navy, such trees as shall be found proper for that service ...”

No. 56 stated, ... Send an account of the nature of the soil ... what swamps there
are in it and whether those swamps do produce mast trees or by draining may be
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made fit for raising hemp (rope for ships) ... what other products the country is
capable of and how the same may be best improved for the advantage of this
nation...”

No. 57 stated, “... no trade be carried on or manufacture set up that may
interfere with the trade or manufactures of this Kingdom.” (This policy was one of
the main causes of the American Revolution that would take place 25 years later. It
also had adverse effects with future plans for building more settlements before it
was changed.)

No. 58 stated, “... Send names of people appointed by you for our council.”
(This would be His Majesty’s Council and it would control the colony in its
unofficial but legal status.)

No. 66 stated, ... Courts of judicature and public justice should be erected,
such as judges, Justice of the Peace, sheriffs, etc ...”

No. 82 stated, “... You are to take care that no man’s life, member, freehold or
goods be taken away or harmed in our said province under your Government
otherwise than by established and known Laws, not repugnant to but as near as may
be agreeable to the Laws of this Kingdom, and that no persons be sent as prisoners
to this Kingdom from our said province without sufficient proof of their crimes, and
that proof transmitted along with the said prisoners ...”

No. 85 stated, (Regarding the Vice Admiralty Prize Court cases) “... whereas
Appeals ought to be made in cases of Error from the respective courts in our said
province unto you and the Council there in General Court ... if either party not rest
satisfied with the judgement ... our will and pleasure is that they may then appeal
unto us in our Privy Council, provided the sum does not exceed £300 sterling.”

No. 86 stated, “... Whereas by our aforesaid Commission you are authorized
and empowered to summon and call General Assemblies of Frecholders and
Planters within our said province, you are therefore so soon as you shall see
expedient to issue writs in our name directed to the sheriff or other proper officer in
each township, directing them to summon the Freeholders of the said Township, and
to proceed to the Election of two persons to represent them in General Assembly,
which Election shall be held in each Township respectively and at such times as you
shall think proper, in which said Writ the Time and Place for the meeting of the said
Assembly shall be also specified ...”

No. 88 stated, “... You are to observe in the passing of all laws that the Stile or
enacting the same be by the Governor, Council and Assembly You are also strictly
to observe in the passing of all laws, that whatever may be requisite upon each
different matter be accordingly provided for by a different law without intermixing
in one and the same Act such things as have no proper relation to each other, and you
are more especially to take care that no clause or clauses be inserted in or annexed
to any Act which shall be foreign to what the Title of such respective act imports,
and that no perpetual clause be part of any Temporary Law, and that no act
whatsoever be suspended, altered, continued, revived or repealed by general words
but that the Title and Date of such Act so suspended, altered, continued, revived or
repealed be particularly mentioned and expressed in the enacting Part.”
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No. 112 stated, “... fees for the condemnation of a Prize Ship in our Courts of
Admiralty in the Plantations only the same as in this Kingdom, which amount to
about £10 for the condemnation of each prize according to the List of such fees.”

No. 115 stated, “... you shall take special care that God Almighty be devoutly
and duly served throughout your Government, the Book of Common Prayer as by
law established, read each Sunday and Holiday and the Blessed Sacrament
administered according to the Rites of the Church of England.”

No. 122 stated, “... You are to take care that a Table of Marriages established
by the Canons ofthe Church of England, be hung up in every Orthodox Church and
duly observed, and you are to endeavor to get a Law Passed in the Assembly for the
strict observance of the said Laws.”

No. 134 stated, “... You shall cause a survey to be made of all the considerable
landing places and harbours in our said province, and erect in them such
fortifications as shall be necessary for the Security and Advantage of the said
province, which shall be done at public charge...”

In clause 141, itrelated to the confiscation of enemy ships in time of war ... also
how it referred to treaties. There were 144 articles from the Board of Trade and
Plantations. Along with these instructions there was a brief historical record of Acts
for the Foreign Plantations. One of these acts was for the more effectual
suppression of Piracy. Another important act was for the better preservation of His
Majesty’s Woods in America and for the encouragement of the importation of
Naval Stores from thence. Another act was for the further encouragement and
regulating the manufacturers of British Sail cloth.

It should be noted that the Navigation Acts of 1733 were very much a major
concern of the Board in their intention to preserve and protect the status quo of
industries in the United Kingdom. Colonialism was created as aresult of the rivalry
between the European nations. This brought about exploration and exploitation of
new lands that were derived from the single premise that each colony was entitled
to any advantages its new possession offered. The needs for colonization were
obvious to each of the European countries if it was to survive politically and
economically. This included several requirements. (1) The need for a route to the
East via a Northwest passage; (2) The utility of American bases in the war with
Spain; (3) The interests of trans atlantic fishermen; (4) The possibility of finding
gold or silver; (5) The support a maritime empire would give the navy, the value of
outlets for unemployed people with the possibility of new markets and sources of
raw materials; (6) The Christian mission to convert the heathen.

Of all the reasons, the most obvious and important for Nova Scotia was the
support of a maritime empire that this would give to the Navy. Nova Scotia, as well
as other colonies along the Eastern seaboard, also had as its primary objective, the
economic advantage of eventually supporting a large merchant marine. Its first duty
was to aid the Royal Navy. Then as producers of raw materials, they served their
European masters from the dependence of competing European nations which were
usually cut off during the many wars, and also the monopoly prices that were
charged by competitors. Colonial products could be paid for in exported
manufactures, thus saving foreign exchange, and then re—exported to other
countries to help the balance of trade.
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Conversely, these colonies provided markets for European exports, since they
were monopolies, and thus provide employment in those industries in the Mother
Country. The colonies would therefore not develop industries that competed
against the Mother Country.

To curtail any competition there was a series of Navigation Acts passed that
were mainly designed to restrict England’s carrying trade to English ships. These
acts also were intended to develop English shipping so that there would be an
adequate number of auxiliary vessels available in wartime. This resulted ina form
of trade protectionism.

Strict enforcement of these Navigation Laws were one of the main causes of the
American Revolution. This puta dependency on Halifax harbour as being the only
British Dockyard in North America. The Navigation Laws would be modified and
the development of local industries would be fostered and also financed by the
Mother Country.

The results of the American Revolution brought about an awareness by the
Mother Country to foster the sense of participation in the total democratic process.
This was not only electing representatives but also the decision making in how
people could support themselves and their families. Competition was to be
encouraged. The rationale of democracy was, “the greatest good for the greatest
number of people,” or simply put, “the majority rules.” This eventually applied in
both government and business.

On March 7, 1749 an advertisement appeared in the London Gazette from
Whitehall. This was a proposal to establish a civil government in the province of
Nova Scotia. It stated, among other things there is a proposal to establish a civil
government in the province of Nova Scotia. This is for the better peopling settling
the said province, extending and improving the Fishery thereof. Land would be
parcelled out to the settlers as soon as possible, after their arrival.

All such persons desirous of engaging in the above settlement, should transmit
by letter or personally give their names, etc., to the following officers appointed to
receive and enter the same in the books opened for that purpose.

Viz: - John Powell, Esquire, Solicitor and Clerk of the Representatives of the
Lords Commissioners of Trade and Plantations at their office in Whitehall, London
... John Russell, Esquire, Commissioner of His Majesty’s Navy at Portsmouth.

also

Philip Vanburg, Esquire, Commissioner of His Majesty’s Navy at Plymouth....
and the proper notice will be given of the said books being closed, as soon as the
intended number shall be completed or at least on the 7th day of April.

It is proposed that the Transports shall be ready to receive such persons
onboard on the 10th of April and be ready to sail on the 20th and that timely notice
will be given of the place or places, to which persons are to repair in order to
embark...Edward Cornwallis is granted full power and authority to choose,
nominate and appoint such fitting and discreet persons, not exceeding twelve, to be
our Council in our said province. Also granted full power and authority, with advice
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and consent of our said Council, to summond and call General Assemblies of the
Freeholders and Planters within your government, according to the usage of the rest
of our colonies and plantations in America.

Council and Assembly should have full power and authority to make,
constitute, and ordain Laws, Statutes and Ordinances for the public peace, welfare
and good government of our said province and of the people and inhabitants thereof
and such others as shall resort thereto and for the benefit of us, our heirs and
successors, which said Laws, Statutes and Ordinances are not to be repugnant but
as near as may be agreeable to the Laws and Statutes of our Kingdom of Great
Britain...”

Cornwallis was also given power to give oaths, erect Courts of Judicature and
Public Justice within our said province and Dominion for hearing causes as well as
Criminal and Civil according to Law and Equity. Also, authorized to appoint
Judges and Commissioners of Oyer and Terminer, Justices of the Peace and other
necessary officers. Also authorized full power to levy, arm, muster, command and
employ all persons whatsoever residing within our said province for the defence
against invasion or attempts of any of our enemies ... execute martial law in time of
invasion... Granted full power and authority to constitute and appoint Captains,
Lieutenants, Master of Ships in time of war to execute the Law martial according to
the directions of said laws as are now in force or shall hereafter be passed in Great
Britain ... Granted full power to order and appoint fairs, marts, and markets as also
such and so many ports, harbours, bays, havens and other places for convenience
and security of shipping and for better unloading and loading of goods and
merchandise.

On May 1, 1749 a report was sent to the Duke of Bedford stating that 5 ships
were not properly provided with blankets.

On May 2, 1749 a letter was sent to Richard Hughes, Commissioner of His
Majesty’s Navy Yard at Portsmouth. It stated that ships have arrived at Portsmouth
(Navy Yard) to take onboard people who have entered their names to go to Nova
Scotia ... You will also reimburse the Agent for any expenses of people coming to
both Portsmouth and Plymouth (Navy Yard).

On May 7, 1749 the Board sent out a Warrant containing instructions from the
Board to Ezekiel Gilman, for erecting a sawmill and a gristmill ... It said, “... you are
to apply to Thomas Hancock at Boston, who will furnish money for that purpose ...”

On May 11, 1749 the Board reported to the Duke of Bedford, who was
Secretary of State about the ship, Liverpool, 400 tons, to carry people who have
entered their names to go to Nova Scotia. The Board requested the Duke to give
instructions to the Admiralty to have the Liverpoolsail to Nova Scotia when all the
people who have entered (signed) to go have boarded.

On May 15, 1749 there was a near mutiny on the vessel, Merry Jacks, before
she was to sail. The Board then ordered the emigrants to remove to other ships.

Governor Cornwallis left for Nova Scotia onboard the Sphinx, sloop-of-war,
on May 14, 1749. About a week later the fleet of ships left the Thames River,
stopped at Portsmouth, Plymouth, and then set out for Nova Scotia. There were 13
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vessels that included the following: Alexander, 172 passengers; Fair Lady, 10
passengers; Baltimore, 225 passengers; London, 313 passengers; Beaufort, 285
passengers; Merry Jacks, 210 passengers; Brotherhood, 27 passengers,
Rochampton, 77 passengers;, Canning, 213 passengers; Wilmington, 340
passengers; Charlton, 213 passengers; Winchelsea, 305 passengers; and Everley,
181 passengers.

This was a total of 2,547 people that consisted of 1,174 families, 509 wives,
444 children, and 420 servants. The total number of occupations was listed at 126.
The highest number of tradesmen were the 420 servants. There were also 399
mariners. The most practical for carving a civilization out of a wilderness would be
tradesmen and the farmers, (Husbandmen) but this took a great deal of pain to learn
this lesson the hard way. Ofthe 2,547 settlers there were only 144 farmers, and 57
carpenters. The other trades included 73 private soldiers, 41 smiths, 22
midshipmen, 19 shoe makers, 17 shipwrights, 16 surgeons, 18 Army Lieutenants,
15 labourers, 14 fishermen, 13 bakers, 14 bricklayers, 14 joiners, 11 gardeners, 11
butchers, 11 tailors, 10 coopers, and 1 rope maker.

Out of the number 2,547 a total of 1,185 did not settle. They refused to work,
for example clear any lots, and they left the area at the first opportunity. On August
8, 1749 their names did not appear on the distribution of house lots nor on the census
list taken in July of 1752.

From the point of view of the Admiralty there were sufficient immigrants to
maintain the presence and justification of the expenditure for naval purposes. This
would later prove their expectations when the American Revolution resulted in
Halifax being the only Royal Dockyard in North America.

There were 20 tradesmen from the Deptford Yard, 11 tradesmen from the
Plymouth Yard, 3 from Woolwich Yard, and 1 from the Portsmouth Yard. Their
first duties would be to assist the Fishery, but eventually they were able to resume
work on Royal Navy ships when Halifax established a Dockyard in 1755.

The other successful group that was in great demand were those who called
themselves farmers or husbandmen. There were 144 and it was exactly what was
needed for the basis of a new self supporting colony. Some of these husbandmen
were foreign Protestants from Germany and Switzerland and they easily set the
example on how to develop the agriculture potential for Nova Scotia.

On July 24 Cornwallis wrote to the Lords of Trade and Plantations that “...there
are amongst the settlers a few Swiss who are regular, honest, and industrious men,
easily governed and work heartily ... I hope your Lordship will think of a method of
encouraging numbers of them to come over ... A proposal was sent to me when at
Spithead, which might perhaps answer the purpose to make it known through
Germany, that all husbandmen, tradesmen or soldiers, being Protestant, should have
the same rights and privileges in this province as were promised on His Majesty’s
proclamation to his natural born subjects, besides which, at their embarking at
Rotterdam or Plymouth, or at their arrival here (as your Lordship shall think proper)
each man should receive 40, 50 or 10 shilling for every person in his family, they to
be at the charge of their own passage...”

38



On May 7,1749 the Board wrote up a draught of a Warrant containing
instructions to Major Ezekiel Gilman, who was nominated to attend the settlement
in Nova Scotia for the building of sawmills and other works. The warrant stated,
“...that they agreed with him to erect mills for the use of the public, for which he was
to be allowed 10 shillings per day. He was required to repair onboard the Fair Lady
transport, bound for Annapolis Royal, and upon meeting any vessel on the
American coast, bound for New England, he was to go onboard and make the best
way to New Hampshire where he was to provide all such materials as he deemed
necessary for erecting a sawmill and a gristmill. He was also required to hire a sloop
for transporting the same to Nova Scotia, and if the vessel should be capable of
carrying more than the requisites for the mills, you are to fill her up with boards and
plank, and to defray the expense that will thereby be occasioned, you are to apply
by letter to Thomas Hancock, Esquire at Boston, who will furnish you with money
for that purpose. Ifit should so happen that you cannot quit the Fair Ladytill your
arrival at Annapolis Royal, you are to proceed from thence by the first opportunity
to New England and execute these orders with the utmost dispatch from whence you
are to proceed to Chebucto and erect a sawmill immediately, after which you are to
erect such other mills and in such places as may be directed by the Governor or
Commander in Chief, whose orders you are carefully to observe in this respect and
on all other occasions, for which purpose these instructions are to serve at present,
and until your meeting His Excellency in His Government you will receive a more
formal warrant ...”

On May 14, 1749 Governor Cornwallis sailed in the Sphinx, sloop-of-war, for
Nova Scotia. The settlers would embark in 13 transports about a week later.
Parliament had voted £40,000 sterling for this undertaking and it was to prove a
most productive investment for both the Mother Country and the Admiralty in the
not to distant future.

On May 15, 1749 instructions were sent to Captain Rouse regarding, the
printed warrants to issue to the Surveyor for laying out the land to the settlers and
the Draughts of Grants of the land which you are to pass and sign to the said settlers
when it is marked out “... There is a clause in the grant that alienation of land shall
be made for a term of years from the Date of the Grant without your leave this clause
was inserted to prevent inconveniences ...” It was found that in Georgia, many
people who had been transported at the public expense, in a short time after arrival,
sold their lands for a trifling and deserted the settlement. This s likely to happen in
your settlement as soon as the term for which the settlers are to be maintained by
Government expense, should expire. Another mischief to be guarded against by
this provision is the purchase of those Grants by Roman Catholics or persons
disaffected to the Government, which in the circumstances of your province would
be of the worst consequence.

“You will therefore take care not to grant any Licences of Alienation to
persons, who from want and desire, to desert the settlement make collective sales of
their land before they cultivate it, nor to any person unless the purchaser shall take
the Oath of Allegiance, Supremacy and Obligation, before you or some proper
Officer previous to the granting such Licences ...”
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There is reason to apprehend that many of the persons who go to settle in Nova
Scotia, particularly the seamen, will take every opportunity of leaving the province
to go to New England “... you should issue some public orders, or proclamation,
forbidding any person to depart from the province without first signifying his
intention of so doing at least some days before such departure...” All persons who
leave within 6 months deliver up their arms, ammunition and tools, and do not
commit any waste upon the land or destroy their habitation.

Signed at Portsmouth, May 15, 1749.

The Arrival

Cornwallis and his party, on the Sphinx, arrived just off the coast of Nova
Scotia on June 14 old style calendar. There wasn’ta pilot onboard familiar with the
coastline so they had to cruise along until they encountered another sloop that was
sailing from Boston to Louisburg. Fortunately there were two pilots onboard and
one of them took the Sphinx into Chebucto Harbour on a fair wind. On June 21,
1749 he arrived in what would be called, Halifax harbour.

The next day he wrote to the Board that this sea coast is, “as rich as ever they
have been represented.” He stated, “...They caught fish everyday since we came
within forty leagues of the coast. The harbour is full of fish of all kinds. All the
officers agreed that the harbour is the finest they have ever seen. The country is one
continued wood. No clear spot is to be seen. The underwood is only young trees,
(making it difficult to walk through) ... I have seen only a few brooks, nor have I
found any navigable river that was talked of ...”

On June 27 the 13 transports appeared off the coast and by July 1 they all
anchored safely. The total number of passengers was reported at 2,576 people.
Later a transport vessel called the Sarah, with hospital stores, and another store ship
called the Union, arrived which put the actual total around 3,000 people.

Cornwallis sent two transports to Louisburg to assist in the evacuation of the
British troops and civilians on July 5. The two British Regiments stationed there
were scheduled to leave on July 12 which they did, under the command of Colonel
Hopson. They arrived in Chebucto Harbour. They were required to assist the
settlers as everywhere the ground was covered with trees and brush. Fortunately
there were plenty of tools available to clear enough land to provide temporary
shelter. This would be after the surveyors, Charles Morris and Indigo Bruce could
mark out the new township at the foot of a hill, which would be called Fort George
or Citadel Hill.

Just after the fleet of settlers arrived, and the Regiments, including the ships
Sarah and the Union, Cornwallis decided this was the time to have the settlers draw
their house lots on a piece of paper out of a hat. This way it would be up to chance
for one settler to get a more favourable draw than anybody else. All agreed it would
be fair and the arrangements were made accordingly.

There were 126 different occupations registered but some were unfortunately,
only there for the promise of a years supply of free rations. They left the area at the
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first opportunity as the life of a privateer would be preferable to one of hard work
and servitude. A second list of tradesmen were drawn up a year later, and we have
a different picture of what this new colony would fulfill.

The number of husbandmen, 144, was the same, but of the 399 mariners listed,
only 237 were on the new list. Of 17 shipwrights there were only 7. Of 57
carpenters there were only 34. Of 14 joiners there were only 8, and of 15 fishermen
only 9 appeared on the new list. The highest number of tradesmen were listed as
servants, at420. This would be hard to define and what role a servant could function
isnot easy to describe. Other trades included 41 smiths, 16 surgeons with assistants
and a pupil, 15 labourers, 14 fishermen, 13 bakers, 14 bricklayers, 11 gardeners, 11
butchers, 11 tailors, 10 coopers and 1 rope maker. Of the number given at 2,547
there was a total of 1,185 that did not settle. Their names were on the “mess list” first
made up for Governor Cornwallis, but their names did not appear on the distribution
house lots registered on August 8, 1749 or on the census list of July of 1752.

The Settlements

On July 14, 1749 Cornwallis held the first meeting onboard the Beaufort. The
Oaths of Allegiance and Loyalty was administered to Edward Howe, John Gorham,
Benjamin Green Sr. as Naval Officer, John Salisbury as Registrar and Receiver of
His Majesty’s Rents, Hugh Davidson as Secretary Treasurer, Otis Little as
Commissary of Stores, Benjamin Ives as Captain of the Port (Naval Officer), Mr.
Foy as Provost Marshal, and Mr. Hayes and Mr. Davis, joint storekeepers of the
provisions and to issue them.

Another oath was mentioned in an Act passed during the first years of His
Majesty’s reign entitled, “... An Act for the further security of His Majesty’s Person
and Government and the succession of the Crown in the Heirs of the late Princess
Sophia being Protestants and for extinguishing the Hope of the Pretended Prince of
Wales and his open and secret abettors ...” They also took and subscribed the
Declaration mentioned in the Act of Parliament passed in the 25th year of the Reign
of King Charles II, entitled, “... an Act for Preventing Dangers which may happen
from the Popish Recusants ...” His Excellency likewise subscribed the said Oaths
and Declaration and then administered to the members an oath for the due exception
oftheir place as councillors. Among other proclamations voted on, was the retailing
of spirituous liquors without a licence was approved and ordered to be published in
the camp.

The Surveyors, Charles Morris and Indigo Bruce, laid out the town of Halifax
in blocks of 320 feet by 120 feet. Each block contained 16 house lots which were
60 feet deep and had a 40 foot front. The streets were mostly 55 feet wide. There
were almost a dozen streets at first, but more were added with the addition of the
New England fishermen that came to replace the deserters.

When the surveyors finished with Halifax, they came over to the “second”
settlement on Chebucto Harbour. This area would eventually be called Dartmouth,
after the seaport of Dartmouth in England, where Cornwallis requested fishermen.
This would conform to the Admiralty and the Board of Trade and Plantation’s
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request to develop both a fishery year round and also to develop the potential for
naval timber reservations.

When the surveyors finished at the “other town,” there were 11 blocks; 4 of
these blocks had 18 building lots and the other 7 had 16 building lots. By this time
the sawmill was complete and Major Gilman made himselfavailable to continue his
career in the military. Any timber produced by this mill was sent to Boston where
it was sold to the contractors. From there it was resold to the suppliers for the new
settlement at Nova Scotia at double the price. This was unknown to Cornwallis at
first, but the truth would be revealed at a later date.

The military, or the regular soldiers, made the blockhouses safe and ready in
case of an attack by the Indians. There were numerous rumors about expected
attacks, but only one took place in the vicinity of the harbour at the end of
September.

Cornwallis must have arbitrarily set August 1, 1749 as the day the settlers
would leave the vessels and move into their drawn lots. The supply and store vessels
remained in the area and would continue to stay until the victualling stores were
finished, supposedly after one year. The first Tuesday in August for Halifax, and
the first Wednesday in August for the other town which was later called Dartmouth.

In 1749 those who drew lots in Dartmouth included the following:

1749 Edward Barton K-5 mariner/ship Winchelsea
1749 Dr. John Baxter D-1 and D-2

1749 Samuel Blagdon or Blackden E-5 ship Winchelsea
1749 Robert Brooks C-12

1749 Chancey Brown D-6

1749 Daniel Budgate A-14

1749 William Carter G-2

1749 Captain William Clapham K-1 and K-2

1749 Mary Clark D-8, D-9, and D-10
1749 Walter Clark D-11

1749 Caret Cleason G-16

1749 Henry Cleazer C-5

1749 Jacob Conrad H-11

1749 William Cooper A-10

1749 George Creighton D-15 and D-16

1749 John Crooks E-1

1749 Iver Davidson Fish lot, Dartmouth Cove
1749 Dennis Doran C-15

1749 John Donevan A-12

1749 John Downer B-8

1749 John Dubois A-17 and A-18

1749 Charles Germain F-2

1749 Joseph Goseral L-9
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1749
1749
1749
1749
1749
1749
1749
1749
1749
1749
1749

1749
1749
1749
1749
1749
1749
1749
1749
1749
1749
1749
1749
1749
1749
1749
1749
1749
1749
1749
1749
1749
1749
1749
1749
1749
1749
1749
1749
1749
1749
1749

Wendell Grott
Thomas Gunnel
John Hall
William Hall & wife
Thomas Hardin
Jacob Hartling
Michael Hartling
Urbanus Hasner
Reuban Hemsley
Kuna Haslingen
John Hill

William Dixon
John Hoppy
Abraham Jansen
Samual Jones
Lawrence James
Thomas Leak
John Leisterbask
Joseph Masque
David McKay
William Moore
Abraham Mozar
Ralph Nesham
John Orton

John Ord

James Owen
Robert Parkinson
Edward Potter
Bruin Rankin
John Rheinhart
Peter Rheinhart
Thomas Rhuart
Elezar Robinson
George Rock
Josiah Rogerson
William Ross
(name unknown) Ruddles
Joseph Schofield
William Scragg
John Seabarrier
Albert Simon
Jacob Spaddle
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L-9

L-9

D-5 ship Baltimore /glazier
E-13 ship Winchelsea

B-5

L-11

L-10

L-13

C-13

K-9

D-8 ship Charleston /
husbandmen

H-4 ship Charleston /carpenter
E-11

G-15

A-8

A-3

E-16

K-8

C-3

E-3

B-9

C-2

B-3

F-6 ship Alexander /husbandmen
I-11 ship Baltimore /mariner
E-6

K-6 ship Wilmington plasterer
B-7

B-10

H-6

H-7

H-7

G-5

L-12

A-2, A-15, A-16

C-11

I-10

A-6

E-4

H-13

C4

H-10



1749
1749
1749
1749
1749
1749
1749
1749
1749
1749
1749
1749
1749

1749
1749
1749
1749
1749
1749
1749
1749

1750

1750
1750
1750
1754
1754

1751

John Spade L-14

Robert Sparks E-8

Mathew Staple B-1

Edward Stevens D-12

Thomas Stevens C-9 ship Alexander /joiner

William Stevens C-10 ship Merry Jacks/smith

William Stewart A-13

Henry Sweetland F-3

Phillip Traffan K-10

Wilrie Ublay G-4

Robert Vowles D-4 ship London/carpenter

Abraham Walker C-6

John White A-4 ship London /mariner /quarter
gunner

John Williams L-6 ship Beaufort /Smith

George Winsel L-3

Thomas Wiseman A-7

James Wolfe L-5

Joseph Wolfe L-5

Adolph Witheral B-11

James Wright F-7

John Wooden with wife and family of 8 - from the ship Everley, joiner
and carpenter, moved into the area, but it isn’t listed where he settled.
Later grants of land included, sale and exchange.

On September 10 Benjamin Green, Sr., surveyed and laid out what
became known as Dartmouth Point. It contained about 10 acres of
land. It was also where the first blockhouse was located to help provide
protection for the two supply vessels anchored in the cove. It was also
part of the fort system required to protect the settlers in the area.

Josiah Rogerson A-3 and B-3

Samual Starbuck D-6 and D-11
Samual Starbuck Jr. D-6 and D-11
Timothy Folger D-6 and D-11

Iver Davidson received a fish lot that ran 330 feet to the beach and
along this for 264 feet. It was mostly the inner shoreline of what
became Dartmouth Cove.

James Dodley B-10 and E-3

When the Council was chosen for Halifax and Nova Scotia, one of the
requirements was they had to own property. This property was given to them on the
east side of the harbour. On July 20, 1751 10 acres were given to John Salisbury.
This was on a road that went through the 5 acre lots in back of the water lots for the
fishery. On July 12, 1751 10 acres were given to John Gorham.

In 1751 Thomas Bourn received lots D-13 and D-14. Also that year, William
Manthorn received lot B-4.
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In 1753 lots were granted to Daniel Brest, lot A-5. In 1752 John Eisenhauser
received lot K-4, and Nathanial Follett received lot E-4. He was a husbandmen that
had arrived in 1749 onboard the ship Beaufort. In 1752 Joseph Gorham received
a farm lot in the southeast passage area of Chebucto Harbour.

In 1753 William Howard received lot C-1. He was a carpenter that arrived in
1749 on the ship London.

In 1760 Joseph Scott received B-12 and B-13. He arrived on the ship London
also, where he was the quartermaster.

In 1762 Michael Libbard was granted lot H-12.

The next important issue for Governor Cornwallis to confront was the situation
regarding the presence of the French that remained in the province. On August 1,
1749 at a Council meeting, the French Deputies were called and the Declaration of
Allegiance was read to them. These deputies asked wether if they had a mind to
evacuate their lands, they would have leave to sell their lands and effects. His
Excellency answered that by the Treaty of Utrecht, there was one year allowed them
from the surrender of the province wherein the French inhabitants might have sold
their effects, but at present, those that should choose to retire, rather than be true
subjects of the King of England, could not be allowed to sell or carry off anything.
The French Deputies then begged leave to return to their Departments and consult
with the inhabitants, upon which they were warned that whoever should not have
taken the Oath of Allegiance before the 15th to 20th of October, should forfeit all
their possessions and rights in this province.

The Deputies then asked leave to visit the various French Governors to see
what conditions might be offered to them. Cornwallis answered that whoever
should leave this province without taking the Oath of Allegiance should
immediately forfeit all their rights. With that, the Deputies left the area and nothing
was actually resolved.

On August 13, 1749 Cornwallis informed the Council that the Engineer and
Overseers were ready to point out to each settler his chosen lot. He desired their
opinion whether these lots should be given tomorrow or whether the whole number
of settlers ought notto be employed for a few days to throw a line of defence around
the town. It was unanimously agreed that tomorrow morning when the settlers
assemble, the Overseers propose to them to employ a few days to cast up a line of
defence about the town, that afterwards they may set about building their houses in
security and that every man should be paid.

When the town defence was considered adequate, the men engaged themselves
in building their very primitive dwellings that were called homes. This was roughly
constructed logs that were placed in the vertical position. The horizontal log cabins
that were developed by the northern Europeans were not popular in North America
until well after the American Revolution, between 1775 and 1782. The construction
was flimsy and very hazardous to the health of those who lived in them. These
outside vertical logs were not airtight and even with mud or spruce gum being
wedged between the logs it couldn’t stop the cold wind. Inside these cabins there
was no ceiling and you could see the uprights and any boarding of the roof and pole
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frames. When lumber became plentiful the ceilings were built with either rough
planned boards or finished wainscotted lumber.

Those who could afford it would have glass window panes in framed sashes.
Most time they used oily parched paper, during the warm weather. This would
admit some light and also help to keep out insects. Door hinges were not yet
available because there were few blacksmith shops and no scrap iron. The metal
was used to make a variety of homemade tools and weapons. Leather straps were
used for hinges to hold up the rough boards that were used for making doors. A
wooden latch was used to open or shut the door.

The focal point of the house would be the fireplace. This at first was in the
center of the house. Until fire bricks were available, people used field stone, mortar,
clay, beach stones, and sometimes rough clay bricks were made by adding straw to
the clay. A brick kiln was build on the Dartmouth side when clay deposits were
found throughout the area. During the first year it was estimated that 30,000 bricks,
kiln dried, were made available. The fireplace was used for cooking meals,
providing warmth, and the only source of light during the long cold nights. Lamps
and candles were rarely used, except for certain circumstances such as company that
came to visit, or even to celebrate occasions. There were two openings to this
fireplace. One for the kitchen and one for the so called, “living room.” The rooms
were walled off to avoid wasting heat, but during the long cold winter months both
fireplaces were in constant use. This was only made possible by the abundance of
firewood available. Wood cutters were always busy and easily available, especially
when the fishing and farming season was inactive. The Public Works Program
made demands on any free time because there was just so much to do. These people
had to carve a civilization out of a threatening wilderness and the hostile
unpredictable climate.

When time was available, they worked on the foundation of the house. This
was a post or frame sitting on a pan of flat rocks, usually about 3 feet below the
ground level. At a later date when the French and Indian Wars were over, proper
basements or cellars were dug under the building.

The food supply over the winter would be kept in these, “root cellars.” Barrels
would be used to store salted and pickled fish or meat. The dry barrels would
contain, flour, corn meal, apples, and a host of different wild berries and vegetables.
Rum was used not only for consumption but, as a medium of exchange. It was also
stored in the root cellar.

The roof was always pitched, never flat, because of the abundant snowfalls
over the long winters. Even the small sheds, chicken coops, wagon barns, etc.,
required a proper pitch to avoid any build up of snow and ice. Rough boards were
used for wall and ceiling cover on the inside of the house. These boards would be
simply butted together but the more expensive houses of the, “well to do,” used
wainscotting or tongue and groove.

Shingles for the exterior were used when and where available for the roof and
sides. Paint was not available until well after the American Revolution and white
wash was the usual sole protection from the elements. From October to May these
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pioneers would have to stay close to the fireplace, while indoors. When it was
possible, the upstairs or attic was converted to bedrooms. This would avoid the cold
draughts of the first floor level which was responsible for sickness, plagues, and
deaths. The windows would be covered with frost and ice and storm doors and
windows would be a much later innovation.

In the winter months it would be too cold to go out to the outhouse. There was
no such thing as indoor plumbing so people used a device called a “chamber pot,”
to serve this requirement. These chamber pots would be dumped in the outhouse
until the outhouse would freeze over or flood over in heavy rain conditions. Often
people would then dump the contents into a gutter, a ditch, or often in Halifax and
Dartmouth, they would dump it on the harbour ice.

Every dwelling wanted their own well for their water supply, but most often this
wasn’tavailable. In most cases these would be a “community” water hole, or brook
that would meet the needs of the people. Ifit froze over in winter, the people would
melt ice and snow for their water needs. During heavy rain falls, the run off would
get into these community wells and serious medical problems would occur. If
diseases were contagious then it became an emergency.

Inside the house the beds were often straw pallets that would attract lice, fleas,
ticks, and mice. These pallets were made with linen and wool being woven together
to form “linsey-woolsey.” The wives and daughters soon became proficient in
weaving their homemade clothing which was very essential if you couldn’t afford
to buy from the local merchant. By law, you weren’t supposed to make anything
because the Navigation Laws of 1733 outlawed any manufactured goods
whatsoever. Everything had to be manufactured in England, then shipped out to the
colonies. The merchants, who were merely agents of the large merchant firms in
England, could charge as much as 300% profit on anything shipped over from
England, or up from the New England colonies.

The administration would always ignore it when the settlers tried to foster a
policy of self-reliance. The men began to learn and develop trades such as
fishermen, farmers, woodcutters, tradesmen, wharfingers (wharfbuilders), bakers,
candle makers, tinsmiths, blacksmiths, cordwainers, (boot makers), wheel and
wagon wrights, etc., and most tried to build their own furniture over the inactive
long winter months. Although hardwood and softwood was easily available the
problem was lack of tools.

Toolmaking was a very complex activity and also there was a great scarcity of
scrap metal. Buying tools was only possible by the wealthy class. The settlers had
to abide by the law, but at the same time, such things as furniture was an absolute
necessity. The law was not enforced, fortunately, and the crude tools that were
made somehow served the purpose.

The tradesmen who came to Nova Scotia, such as, coppersmiths, boat wrights,
shipbuilders, etc., brought tools with them. Almost all these tradesmen learned their
trade from their father. It had been in the family for generations. Their tools would
be handed down through the times and when replaced, they would serve a very
specific function. Toolmaking was usually done at the local blacksmith shop or in
the boatyard where the building trades were in constant operation.
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Scrap iron would often find its way to the blacksmith shop or boatyard. When
privateering became so successful, the metal pots and pans were so plentiful that it
would be used in each household and replace the original. Every item for the
household became very easy to replace because there would be so much of these
items being auctioned off at the wharves. Such things as silverware and china
dishware became easy to purchase also because the smugglers from New England
were always available to fishermen and townsfolk alike.

When the prisoners of war were sent to Halifax and Dartmouth, they were
allowed to work outside their prison walls on “parole.” They would make a variety
of tools or artifacts or furniture, then sell them. Furniture became inexpensive
because of so much being for sale. This included heavy items such as wagons,
wagon wheels, sleighs, ploughshares, farm equipment, etc., who could work at these
trades, even in the winter.

The cordwainers or boot and shoe makers had to do all their own tanning of
leather, curing of hides, and butchering of the animals. There were no tanneries
until well after the American Revolution.

By far the most active settlers, or pioneers, were the women folk and their
daughters. They actually ran small domestic factories mainly because they were
expected to and nobody else would or could do this. Along with the cooking and
preparation of meals, they prepared all the baked goods, preserves, and things like
butter, cheese, starch, yeast, cider, spruce beer, apple butter, soap, and candles.
Their tasks were endless and their work was never finished. They made all the
clothes for the family, and thanks to the successful privateers who captured
numerous vessels with cargoes of bolted cloth, etc., the women could make a variety
of clothes for all the family.

In the summertime the women tended the vegetable garden, nursed the
livestock and her family members when ill. The medicine was almost always
homemade and every community had a midwife and someone who was
knowledgeable in homemade medicine.

In between time, the women would weave the flax plants and wool then bleach
the cloth and dye it. Before this, the flax fibre and wool had to be carded and cleaned
before the spinning wheel operation. By sheer endurance and know how, these
homespun clothes were made and in constant use.

The men wore the linsey-woolsey shirts and long trousers. On Sunday they
would wear shirts with the ruffed collars and cuffs. The women wore woolseys and
petticoats, aprons and a loose jacket. The wealthy class women wore dresses with
stays, corsets made of whale bone. These would be imported at great expense. Most
of the people didn’t wear shoes in summer months except on Sunday while at
church. The women didn’t wear hats or caps usually and they spent time fixing their
hair into a type of crown on the top.

On Sunday, the women dressed in silk and calicos, with long ruffles. Again
thanks to so many successful privateers, the women attending church or public
meetings had their fans. This included all females from kitchen maid to the mistress.
The women of Halifax and Dartmouth were eventually as well dressed as those in
New England or Europe.
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Smuggling, very soon, became a natural way of life for all these pioneers and
if you needed anything at all, it could be had. Smuggling liquor, usually rum,
became so plentiful that on August 28, 1749 Cornwallis ordered a proclamation to
be published against such as sellers of retail spirituous liquors without a licence, and
that a penalty be added for each offence to be paid to the informers. Also the
retailers of liquor sales not to entertain any company after nine at night. It took only
a short time for the administration to learn that the “Yankee fishermen” neglected,
on purpose, to report all their catch, and that lumber mills would be quickly set up
or dismantled when and where it was profitable. The New England fishermen knew
every cove, river mouth, and beach for fish flakes to dry their catch.

The barter system was the answer to the scarcity of money and so the monopoly
of the merchants in England was sneered at by the so called, “newlanders.”

The most serious threat to the new colony was not the French and Indian
problem, it was health. Sickness and epidemics were always present due mainly to
the lack of awareness on how to avoid this problem. Soap was scarce and therefore
there was little bathing. This created problems like the “itch.” People would often
concoct homemade remedies of salves and liquids from a combination of salts,
roots, bark, grass, etc. It may have helped to some extent, but generally speaking,
there was no substitute for bathing and clean clothes.

The fleas and lice were rampant because they inhabited every part of the home,
clothes and furniture, ifany. Infections left scars and permanent disfigurement. The
lack of a proper diet during the winter months brought about scurvy. The only
known way to avoid this was to have people collect a variety of herbs and roots to
make a homemade brew with spring water or wine, or even spruce beer that was
required for the soldiers to take. The fishermen and families, if any, used cod liver
oil.

The night air was considered bad for the health, except during very warm days
and nights in summer. The rest of the year the house was shut as tight as possible.
For young ladies it was the practice to avoid sunshine. They were usually pallid and
pale and were susceptible to consumption. Unsanitary conditions created child bed
fever or puerperal fever and the population was almost held in check. The women
living on small farms, outside the stockade were able to raise the large families
needed to operate the farm and this was because of their contact with the outdoors
and a better diet of home grown food and preserves.

The most pressing problem for the men and boys was the easy availability of
rum. On the average, Halifax distilled about 90,000 gallons per year. It was found
everywhere. Each household had a good supply because wages were paid in rum,
and goods and services were “traded” in kind, or in rum. Money was scarce, but
every merchant whose business was usually at the head of a wharf, would offer a
mug of free rum to every customer. A large cask, or tun, was placed in the middle
of'the storehouse and every customer was allowed to help themselves. It became the
vice of the age and soon the population became addicted to this, what is called now
as, alcoholism. During the long dreary winter months the garrison, fishermen, and
tradesmen would drink themselves insensible to avoid the cold, boredom, and
general all round activity. Church groups offered an alternative and those who
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refused to work were forced to go to the “poor house.” This poor house would be
filled in winter, but empty in the summer, except for the orphans.

Governor Cornwallis called for his weekly meetings onboard the Beaufort,
regardless of the difficulties in carving a civilization out of a new wilderness. On
July 17,1749 William Steele was appointed a seat in council and sworn in. Settlers
were forbidden to leave the province without permission. Another law enacted was
against anyone who would sell liquor, without a licence would forfeit his supply and
be punished as the council might direct.

On July 18 Cornwallis appointed John Brewse, Robert Ewer, John Collier, and
John Duport as Justices of the Peace for the township of Halifax. On August 7, 1749
a proclamation was issued by Governor Cornwallis. It confirmed his orders from
the Board regarding allotments in the town, now called Halifax. This was for
Tuesday, August 18 and all the heads of families that are settlers were required to
assemble at seven o’clock in the morning with their overseers. The single men were
to form themselves into families, four to a family. Each family to choose one to
draw a lot for them. The plan was then sent to the Duke of Bedford. On Wednesday,
the first Wednesday in August, was celebrated as Natal Day in Dartmouth until the
1980’s. Those who drew lots in Dartmouth would have come over the next day with
the Surveyor to confirm and register their lots. A blockhouse would have to be built
as per instructions from the Board. The sawmill, under the supervision of Ezekiel
Gillman was under way, but as to how many boards for the two settlements at
Chebucto Harbour were ever produced, is a total mystery. Governor Cornwallis
complained to the Board that he never saw any finished lumber from this mill and
he was required to pay very high prices from the contractors and special interest
merchants in Boston. This was a way of doing business but it was not accepted by
Cornwallis. His private staff, or councillors, were quite the opposite.

There were a total of 18 licences to sell liquors issued by the Government
between July and December. A tax of one guinea a month for the use of the poor was
paid by these licences. Another motion passed by the council in August was to have
the settlers cast up a line of defence around the town. They were to be paid one
shilling and six pence per day until the completion.

On August 30 two more ships arrived from Liverpool, England with 116 new
settlers. Two more streets were added to the surveyed lots for the new arrivals. By
the end of August the total victualled was 1,574.

On August 31, 1749 a mariner called Peter Cartel was convicted of murder of
a “boatswains” mate and was sentenced to be hanged on September 2 of 1749. The
following week the deputies from the French districts appeared before Council with
a letter of address signed by 1,000 people. They said they were resolved to
withdraw from the country if, “His Majesty has annulled our oath which we took to
General Phillips ...” Cornwallis had to point out that by the terms of the Treaty of
Utrecht, those who stayed in the country became at once, subjects of the King of
Great Britain. Even the King of France declared that in that treaty, all French who
should remain in these provinces should be subjects of His Majesty. It would be
contrary to common sense to suppose that one could dwell in a province and possess
houses and land there, without being subjects of the sovereign of the province.
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Cornwallis also asked the deputies to send 50 men here within 10 days to help the
poor in building their houses. They were to be paid in cash and receive the King’s
rations.

The other major problem for the settlers was the unpredictable behaviour of the
Indians. They were being led by a priest called Le Loutre, who, acting with
knowledge of the clergy in Quebec, began to organize a series of Indian attacks on
the British settlements at Canso and in the Bay of Fundy region.

On Saturday, September 30 these Mic Mac Indians attacked six English men at
the sawmill in what would later be called the town of Dartmouth. The English were
without weapons as they were cutting trees for the sawmill. Four ofthese men were
killed, one taken prisoner, and the other escaped. The consequences were that they
decided not to declare war on the Indians, but to consider them as, “banditti
ruffians.” Later, the policy was to offer rewards for Indian prisoners and for Indian
scalps. Major Gillman was to raise another company of 100 men and Captain
William Clapham, with a company of volunteers, then search the entire area around
Chebucto Bay. Gillman went to Piscataqua in New Hampshire to enlist his
company of 100 men and he was to return by December.

By the third week of October there were 300 houses covered in the town, with
two blockhouses or forts, and a barricade of logs around the town. There were 30
French inhabitants who came for employment, and when they finished the houses,
they cut a road from the head of Bedford Basin to the new town.

By the month of December the settlers were well acquainted with Nova Scotia
winters. The fevers began to take their toll to such an extent that on December 27
a proclamation was issued stating that all housekeepers were ordered to notify
deaths within 24 hours to one of the clergymen, under pain of fine or imprisonment.
Persons refusing to attend a corpse to the grave, when ordered by Justice of the
Peace, to be sent to prison. Vernon, the carpenter, was ordered to mark the initial
letters of the deceased upon his coffin.

1750

Correspondence continued between Governor Cornwallis and the Board of
Trade and Plantations. The reality of his Council members and their true loyalties
began to “rise to the surface,” and this caused undue stress on Cornwallis. He was
obviously a man with a “social conscience,” and there is no evidence of him ever
compromising on his personal integrity.

On July 10, 1750 he informed the Lords of Trade and Plantations that the
sawmill has hither to been rendered ineffectual partly by the Indians and also by Mr.
Gilman’s poor management “... I have sold the sawmill to Mr. Clapham, and hope
at last to reap some benefit from it, but by no means to answer the demands there will
be for some time for these boards and planks etc ... nobody here has begun to make
the clapboards or shingles. He further mentioned that the “Kings Yard,” which
would be the Dockyard, will be ready to receive them ... 30,000 bricks have been
(made), burnt, that have proved to be very good ... the search for limestone
continues ... The Germans, French Protestants and 300 English of the better sort,
that your Lordships propose to send to this colony, during the summer, will be a very
valuable acquisition to the colony ...”

51



On July 16 in a letter from Boston, written by Hugh Davidson, mentioned that
Governor Cornwallis had reduced the two companies of Clapham and Gilman. This
was passed on to London in a dispatch on July 26. He also mentioned a serious
problem with the French and the priest Le Loutre, and the MicMac Indians ... This
caused the Alderney settlers and others to stay in the Chebucto Harbour area. The
Chignecto area (which he hoped to settle) would have to wait because the Alderney
arrived so late, with 353 settlers and this distressed Cornwallis. He reported,
“...their coming so late distresses me much. But [ shall do everything in my power
to make them as easy as possible, and useful to the settlement ...”

This report verified a similar report from Hugh Davidson to the Board on June
16, 1750. He stated, “... when I left Halifax there were 3,000 quintals of the best fish
curred and ready for exportation, ...” they expect to have this season about 20,000
quintals. The month of May the fish were as good quality as the Marblehead (Mass.)
fish caught in May—upon the most moderate computation it is said that £1000
sterling of clear gain will return to England this year from the Halifax fishery ...”

In aletter from Cornwallis to the Earl of Halifax on August 31 he stated, ““... The
Alderney did not arrive until August 24 which will make it impractical to set them
down at Chignecto this year, now I hear on the first of September two more vessels
are to come.”

It would appear obvious that the fishermen and families from Dartmouth,
England, onboard the 4lderney would establish that fishery on the east side of
Halifax harbour. For many generations the fishermen from Dartmouth, England
would have their seasonal fishing on the coast of North America. They would arrive
in the spring, by escort of the Royal Navy, then return in the fall season, also by
escort. The west part of England had several towns and communities that carried
the fishery year round. They were also efficient in maintaining the various fishing
vessels required for their profession. The other outports, such as the Minis Basin
area, had been in charge of Captain Barelo who had raised his company of 100 men
atHalifax ... This was the result of Cornwallis having reduced the two companies of
Clapham and Gilman.

One of the worst problems for the area was the selling of rum, legal or
otherwise. Cornwallis complained to the Board in a letter of September 16, 1750
... “The publicans, numerous as they are, pay one Guinea per month for licences.
Thirty are now licenced before not so many who pay a Guinea per month, this is paid
into the hands of Mr. Nesbitt, the Clerk of the General Court, and distributed by the
Clergymen of the Parish to objects of charity ... This is done by the approbation of
the Governor and Council ... Also it was necessary to issue bread instead of flower
(flour). How could the settlers bake this with so few ovens ...”

On September 22 Cornwallis sent an account to the Board. This account was
of medicines paid to several surgeons, apothecaries and their mates in the service of
the government. This amounted to £896:7:6'. This was excepting £12:10:0 which
was part of a sum paid to Mrs. Medlicot, the midwife.

In another report on September 22 he stated, “... I am honored with your
Lordship by the arrival of the ship Ann. It is absolutely impossible to send the
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Germans to the other side of the Province so late in the season. It would be attended
with infinite danger at a very great charge. Nor can they be sent without provisions
sufficient for the winter, and there are not in the stores one month of provisions for
this settlement alone. (The three month provisions have not yet arrived . . . I shall
do everything in my power to make them as easy as possible for this winter ...”

On September 22 one hundred dollars was paid to Captain Spurrier who was
the Captain of the “Ann.”

On September 30 Cornwallis requested from the Board a naval force to be
stationed at Chebucto Harbour for the defence of the Province. Chauncy Townsend
contracted for 3,000 settlers. The previous year, 1749 there were 15,000 people
being victualled for six months.

On November 27 Cornwallis reported to the Board, that Captain Roux
captured a French brigantine loaded with supplies for the Indians in the St. John
River area. He further stated that the fortifying and security of George’s Island has
been his care this year. Itis heavy work, and “...I now have seven pieces (cannon)
of 32—pounders mounted ... I am carrying a work around of palisades to prevent an
enemy possessing it ...”

“The settlers this year, I have disposed of in the best manner I could for this
winter. Many Germans were sickly and many were dead ... they were in general, old
miserable wretches who complained about their passage and not being paid as the
Swiss were ... Your Lordships must settle with Mr. Dick ... I have employed them
in the public works and they are to work their passage...”

“The Swiss that came over are in general, good, industrious people ... I senta
dozen of them to Pisiquid to see the country and it is very fine. They returned well
pleased and I hope, have made a good report to their families ... the more of them
we have the better ...  have great hopes of having people from the west of England
next year for the fishery ... Mr. Holsworth of Dartmouth, England, sent people here
this year. They have cleared ground to begin the Fishery next year.”

At a council meeting in January, officers were appointed for the militia and to
order guards in case of surprise attacks. Anxiety was expressed about the store ship
“Duke of Bedford,” lying at anchor in Dartmouth Cove may become froze in. On
January 10 the governor ordered all settlers between 16 and 60 to be formed into
companies of militia of 60—70 men each. A captain and two lieutenants for each
company was then appointed. A militia guard of one officer and 30 men were to
assemble every evening, “at sunset upon the gun, firing with arms and to keep guard
until sunrise.”

Every company was to exercise for one hour on Sunday morning before church
services. The other proclamation stated that whatever person or persons shall be
convicted of stealing or destroying oxen, cows, sheep, goats, hogs, or fowl, shall be
punished according to the utmost rigor of the laws of England.

On February 2, 1750 Cornwallis read a report to the council from the captain
of'the port. There was a necessity of the “Duke of Bedford” store ship, to anchor in
Dartmouth Cove because her cables and anchors were not in good enough condition
to ride in the harbour. One of the armed sloops was sent to anchor next to the store
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ship. Both vessels were well armed and manned and within gun shot of the fort at
the sawmill. The port captain investigated and reported the ice was broken
everyday around these vessels and they were perfectly safe from attack. For the next
few months, Cornwallis directed his attention to military affairs throughout the
province. His report to the Board in the previous October stated, the source of the
trouble here was from the French. He wrote that with two more Regiments, he
would make Nova Scotia, “... His Majesty’s to all intents and purposes great and
more flourishing than any part of North America ... You are in possession of a
valuable treasure, that nothing but superior force can take from you ...”

The main concern of the Board by now, was the expense of the colony. On one
hand, the Board promised to send more foreign Protestants, but then they also urged
economy because the grant of Parliament had been exceeded. The board suggested
areduction in the number of paid surgeons and apothecaries, and the dismissal of an
officer at the sawmill. They also questioned the heavy expense for rum and
molasses. There were things that Governor Cornwallis couldn’t be held responsible
for, such as, when Captain Gorham brought in two schooners that were hired by
Governor Shirley, but were under the direction of the man—of—war stationed upon
the coast. These were expensive, along with the whale boats. Cornwallis asked the
Board to refer to Governor Shirley for further particulars. This man—of-war was
necessary for the protection of the fishing schooners that left for the Grand Banks
in March.

The total number of militia was about 840 men. The other needs of the new
colony began to slowly be fulfilled, such as, having a frame put up for a hospital.
The sick on the hospital ship never exceeded the total of 25 at one time. A school
house for orphaned children was built and they would be cared for until they were
fit to be apprenticed to fishermen. The frame of the church was soon expected from
New England. The plan was the same as that of Marybone or Marylebone Chapel
in England.

With this general prosperity came other problems. The most urgent problem
was the number of houses that sell spirituous liquors without licence. The Grand
Jury counted 40 such houses. Suggestions offered, were to pay informers, impose
heavy fines, and also a corporal punishment be inflicted on the retailers. This would
be, as a first offence, made to sit in the pillory or stocks for one hour. The second
offence was to receive 20 lashes. Another resolution was that no tavern whatever
shall entertain company or sell spirits on Sundays. The penalty for this offence to
be the same as above.

The next urgent business for the new colony was to build wharves. By now
there were more merchant and fishing vessels coming and going, but also, a Court
of Vice Admiralty was established. To accommodate the marine affairs of the new
colony the council held a discussion on building wharves. It was resolved that it
would benefit the settlement to build wharves under the following conditions: (1)
The wharfage rate be regulated by Governor and Council; (2) Those who build
wharves, to follow the regulations of the Governor and Council; (3) The King’s
Right is always reserved to do where it shall be judged proper and reasonable
satisfaction to be made to the owners of private wharves for the charges they made;
(4) No person build storehouses upon wharves in front of the town; (5) No person
to build a wharf or key without permission of the Governor or Commander in Chief.

54



The Court of Vice Admiralty could now adjudicate their trials on a proper legal
basis. Edward Howe was appointed Judge and Benjamin Green Sr. was appointed
Surrogate Judge of this court. Their first case had been heard on October 5, 1749.
This was between a mariner and the captain of the ship, Baltimore. The case had to
be held in the unfinished home of Benjamin Green Sr. The court costs were £3:9:0.

The second case was against the contraband goods coming into Halifax
harbour from Louisburg. The Marshall ofthe Court, William Clapham for this port,
seized the schooner Sea Flower. A total of 57 casks of claret (wine) were seized and
acopy ofthe Warrant was affixed to the main mast. The 57 casks were first forfeited
to the Crown, then sold at public auction. The vessel Sea Flower was also sold at
public auction, but it was anchored out in the harbour. All the vessel’s tackle,
apparel, furniture and appurtances and cargo were sold, but there wasn’t any wharf
available. Only a few people could examine the goods because they couldn’t get out
to where it was anchored.

On November 30 the auction took place and Robert Perth bid for 19 hogs of
wine, Major Little got 19 hogs of wine, and Joseph Fairbanks got 19 hogs of wine.
The schooner and appurtances were sold to a merchant, John Webb for £96 sterling.
The judge ordered the following distribution: one—third part, £102, to the informer;
one—third part, £102, to the Governor; one-third part, £102, for the use of His
Majesty, out of which charges were divided to advocate fees, £12. The Warrant of
Appraisement to the Judge, £3; the Registrar, £6 condemnation fees, (5%) or £15;
Poundage, £15; marshals account, £20. The three appraisers each got £20 and that
left a total of £47 for His Majesty.

The third case in 1749 was for wages. Between December 1749 and March of
1750 the schooner Sea Flower, was arrested twice or seized for illicit cargo.
Charges were also brought against the sloop London and its cargo. There was a trial
held onboard the Prince Edward. Then a case of seizure against the brig, St.
Francis.

Another collision case followed by another seizure and once again, the
schooner Sea Flower, was on trial. All the trials were not on contraband goods as
there was a collision and charges of damages between the captain of the schooner
Dolphin, and the ship Baltimore. Jonathan Cook, the master of the Dolphin, sued
for £50 damage. The Dolphin was safely anchored in the harbour when he was
ordered by the Port Captain to remove his vessel. There was very little wind when
he weighed anchor and then the mainsail collided with the Baltimore. This
prevented the schooner from continuing on a fishing voyage. Cook then sued the
ship Baltimore for the sum of £50.

Atthe trial, held in February of 1750 a witness, Charles King, said that they had
offered a tow rope to the Dolphin before the collision. He also said he saw a man
on the bowsprit of the Baltimore cut the mainsail of the schooner and that the
mainsail was ripped before the man cut the sail, which rip he supposed to be in the
seam of the sail. Another witness said the Baltimore bowsprit went through the
mainsail. “... we begged the men of the Baltimore not to cut, and that one of the men
aboard the Baltimore said that if he did not cut it, he would heave him overboard.
Then this same person cut the mainsail with the help of another man.”
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The court then asked the witness whether the Baltimore ’s men did not call out
that this was a King’s ship, and if they came onboard they would be cut to pieces.
The court was then told that they said they were a King’s ship and a hospital ship and
to keep off. When we tried to go aboard they said they would cut the sail to pieces.
The court then asked if any “warp” was carried out. This is to move a vessel into
another position by hauling upon a rope or a hawser that would be attached to posts
of a wharf.

Another question was if the harbour was clogged with ice. Benjamin Green
then ordered a panel of 5 men to go aboard the Dolphin to examine and report on
their evaluation. This report was submitted to the court and the ruling was for the
defendant, Ephrain Cook, of the Baltimore, to pay the plaintiff of the Dolphin,
£6:15:0 damages and also the defendant to pay court costs.

The defendant demanded an appeal. This was granted upon the condition that
within 14 days he give bond to the value of £300 sterling to abide by the judgements,
and pay treble costs to the plaintiff if the judgement be affirmed.

The Board sent a report to Cornwallis on April 23, 1750. They said that they
received a letter from a Mr. Oxenford and Company to enter into a contract for
transporting persons to Nova Scotia. A Mr. Heyleiger, the person mentioned by
Oxenford, proposes to transport settlers and victual them for 5 guineas per head. He
proposes each of the 300 persons shall be allowed 1% tons of shipping in his vessel
the Alderney. This was lately brought from the Government. It weighs 504 tons, it
is a commodious airy ship, 6 feet between decks. He would victual them with good
and sound provisions during their passage, according to the 7 weekly accounts,
annexed, and transport them as cheaply as any person whatsoever and he is ready to
receive them onboard at Gravesend in one month. He hopes, as he has shipped
about 15,000 foreign Protestants to His Majesty’s Plantations within 18 years, he
may have the preference and has actually 3 ships employed in that service, but also
is able to procure any number of them shall be wanted from Germany for Nova
Scotia or any other of His Majesty’s colonies. He now has a ship loading with
Paletines in the river for America, part of which if desired may be sent to Nova
Scotia, as well as near 1,000 more coming down the Rhine River.

His report also stated that the Alderney had been lately, one of His Majesty’s
20—gun ships. Ventilation equipment was installed for the convenience of the crew
and passengers. His list of victualling requirements for 7 days, for 300 men was as
follows: Biscuits in pounds, 2,100; Beer, about 131 gallons or Brandy of ' pint
equal to 1 gallon of beer; Beef, 150 in 4 pound pieces; Flour, 600 pounds; Pork, 300
pounds in 2 pound pieces; Peas, 9 bushels and 3 gallons; Oatmeal, 112 gallons;
Butter, 112%: and cheese, 225 pounds.

Governor Cornwallis sent a report to the Board that he has established a court
system similar to that of the colony of Virginia, as opposed to the system in
Massachusetts. In January all the French workers left the town. Fear of an Indian
attack was the cause ofthis. A Mr. Le Corne has made the inhabitants of Chignecto
take the Oath of Allegiance to the King of France. The priest, Le Loutre, visited the
French at Cobequid, accompanied by savages at the church door, in the presence of
2 priests he forbid any inhabitants to pass the Shubenacaia River on pain of death.
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This prevented the Deputies or elected members of the French community to come
to Halifax to make peace or swear allegiance to England. Le Loutre also made
prisoners of the “couriers.”

He further stated that he has made no distribution of land yet “... I will distribute
land on the peninsula in small lots for gardens and meadow grounds ... there isn’t
more than 300 acres. The town and suburbs stand on 800 acres and there must be
a common (land trust) of at least 150 acres . . . I believe the settlement on the
opposite side of the harbour would be preferable to one at a distance. It would
greatly add to the defence and strength of the harbour. The situation would be good
especially for the Fishery. It would be under the eye of government, easily helped,
easily supplied and protected. While there is any danger from Indians, the more
compact we are the better . . .”

The next report sent to the Board on March 19, 1750 stated that, “Cornwallis
was informed in a letter from Boston that a great number of Indians, joined by 600
French, were to make an expedition against Chebucto Harbour ...”

On March 5 a letter was written to Cornwallis from Mr. Hugh Davidson, the
Secretary of Nova Scotia, in London at Spring Garden. This letter was written by
the direction of the Board, or the Lords Commissioners for Trade and Plantations.
There were several complaints about various accounts. One of these complaints
stated, “...the important article of the sawmill you have never thought proper to
mention and the “Board” thinks they have greater reason to complain of Mr.
Gilman, for if he had performed his agreement, the expense of Boards from New
England could never have rose to what it has. And as a friend I advise you to be
more full in your letter for the future.”

On April 30 Cornwallis explained to the Board his reason for the so called high
expense. Referring to the sawmill he said, “we never had one board from it. It has
been my constant plague from the beginning—thirty men have been constantly kept
there since the affair of the Indians. Gilman has behaved so ill that I shall entirely
dismiss him all service. He has taken up in New England without orders from me.
I'had laid in a quantity of lumber in the King’s yard this spring season at a reasonable
price.”

Robert Curtis shipped himself onboard the Alderney on May 30. This was for
him to proceed from London to Nova Scotia and thence to Virginia and thence back
to London again at the rate of 25 shillings per month. He was ill onboard the
Alderney. He then entered himself onboard H.M.S. America on the 11th instant,
and declares that there is due to him the sum of £4:7:6. The said master refuses to
pay. John Owen shipped himself onboard the Alderney to proceed on the same
voyage, at the same monthly pay, but by means of ill treatment he also entered
onboard the H.M.S. America. There is due to him the sum of £3:0:15 which he says
the master refuses to pay. The said, Thomas Phillips, shipped himself onboard the
Alderney on the same voyage on May 23 at the same monthly pay of 25 shillings per
month, but by means of ill treatment he also left the Alderney and entered himself
onboard the HM.S. America, on the 1 7th instant. He demanded £5 sterling but the
master refuses to pay.
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On July 6 John Kinselagh wrote a letter to the Right Honourable Lords
Commissioners for Trade and Plantations from Plymouth, England, onboard the
Alderney. The ship left London, after getting a number of Swiss and Germans in
Rotterdam. Passengers were from Dartmouth, England, mainly for the Fishery, and
the two groups were heading for Nova Scotia.

The letter says, “... My Lords, I beg leave to acquaint your Lordships that
finding the winds like to hold contrary and our having expended good provisions
and water, I thought it advisable for us to come in here yesterday to recruit, which
we have done by filling all our water and the buying of bread, beef and beer, with
some other necessaries for the ship to the amount of £60 or there abouts for which
sum the captain has drawn on his owner, but having no letter of credit, people did
not care to supply the money without I endorsed the bills. I hope your Lordship’s
will be so good as to order Mr. Kilby’s to pay the grocery bill in case Mr. Hyleger
refuses and deduct it out of his last payment.

... We are now all ready and shall embrace the first opportunity. We have
buried one Swiss woman who died by her husband’s side in the night. Unknown to
him she was subject to fits.

... Several complained of different disorders, chiefly women and children but
mostly occasioned by seasick men. I am very sorry to say we have several
troublesome people onboard who occasion divisions disputes amongst the settlers
in so much that they have come to blows, which we have been obliged to suppress
by putting those we found the greatest offenders in irons, the particulars of which I
am loath to trouble your Lordship’s but shall acquaint Governor Cornwallis with the
whole being very much indisposed as she says.

... He desires to go on shore, which I have the readily complied (with) as they
are both very troublesome people, expecting more attendance and respect then is
reasonable. He abused Dr. Baxter three days ago in the heaving of all the cabin
passengers and myself, without any Provocations, for he only laughed at an
Expression of the Contempt which was asking her husband why he did not demand
respect equal to his title.

[ humbly beg leave to mention to your Lordships that I do think him a very unfit
person for a new colony that is so near to a declared enemy whose service he has
been and by all appearance would be glad to serve if a convenient opportunity
should offer.”

I am with great submission
My Lords your Lordships
Most Obedient and Most Humble
Servant
The Rt. Honorable the Lords J. M. O. Kinselagh
Commissioners for Trade and Plantations.”

On July 10 Cornwallis wrote to the Duke of Bedford who was in charge of the
Board. He said that he proposed to the Board to have another settlement directly
opposite to this on the other side of the harbour.
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“There are many necessary works carried on here ... I have begun to clear
George’s Island. I propose to have some Blockhouses upon it and a good Battery
... The sawmill has hitherto been rendered ineffectual partly by the Indians, partly
by Mr. Gilman’s bad management. I have left it to one Mr. Clapham and hope at last
to reap some benefit from it, but by no means to answer the demands there will be
for some time for Boards, Planks, etc. Nobody here has begun to make clapboards
or shingles.

“I know that great quantities of lumber and other materials were made away
with in winter, not withstanding every precaution that could be taken and till lately
the King’s yard was ready to receive them, it could not be expected that any
storekeeper could be accountable for them. There are 30,000 bricks made but we
desperately need lime stone—a merchant has been engaged to furnish this ...

The Germans, French Protestants and 300 English of the better sort that your
Lordship’s proposes to send this summer will be a valuable acquisition to the
colony. Halifax increases in number of houses and settlers every day ... The Fishery
now has 10,000 quintals ready for exportation ...”

The fishery was in the process of being developed from the very beginning. In
an extract of a letter from Nova Scotia, dated at Halifax, on August 21, 1749 from
a London magazine stated the following, “... as to this town, there is not its fellow
in the world, for a man may catch as much fish in two hours as will serve 6 or 7
people for a whole week, such as cod, halibut, turbot, salmon, skait, haddock,
herrings, mackerel, smelts and lobsters, and they lie as thick as stones in cheap side,
so that Billingsgate is but a fish stall in comparison of it: and as to fruit, we have
plenty of limes, peaches, apricots, raspberries, and strawberries, all wild. We have
good rum at 3 shillings per gallon, and red and white port at a shilling a bottle; but
there is one thing wanting, which is a pot of good London porter or purl.”

This optimism for the future of the colony was enough to make the settlers
overlook the fact that when a shipment of shoes were brought to Halifax, most of the
settlers paid in work for their issue of these badly needed articles.

In a letter from Hugh Davidson, the Secretary to Governor Cornwallis, to
Viscount Dupplin on June 10, 1750 he mentioned that, “... a common thing here is
for people to lay out all their money for land, only to sell it later. When I left Halifax
there were 3,000 quintal of the best fish cured and ready for exportation, they expect
to have 20,000 this season, (they say £10,000 sterling clear gain will return to
England this year from the Halifax fishery)...”

On August 24 the Alderney entered Halifax harbour. Governor Cornwallis
immediately called the Council to meet and discuss where to place them. The
Council was to consider the most proper way of disposing the 353 settlers that were
on the Alderney. Several places were proposed, La Have, Merlegish, the Northwest
River, the head of the bay (Bedford Basin), the sawmill or the other side of the
harbour against George’s Island. The latter would in all circumstances considered
be most proper, and Captain Morris the Surveyor, who was sent for and examined
said the land there was extremely good.

The Council was aware of great difficulties in settling them at any distant place,
especially so late in the season. It seemed to Council that the opposite side of the
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harbour, over against George’s Island would in all circumstances be considered
most proper. This would be a great encouragement to fishermen to establish
themselves on that side which they have always represented as but for that purpose.

It was resolved that the surveyor be directed to survey that side and report their
opinions as soon as possible, as to the most proper spot for the town ...

It would only seem natural that the choice could only be in what is now
Dartmouth Cove, near the sawmill. This is because there was at least one
blockhouse there, manned by 30 men and the protection problem was upper mostin
the minds of the Council. This concern was reinforced on August 29 1750 at the
Court of Vice Admiralty. This was the condemnation of the sloop London, forillicit
trade. Otis Little was the Advocate General for His Majesty. The master of H.M.
Sloop, Fryac, was Edward Le Cras. He informed the court that on August 8, 1750
he seized and took possession of the sloop London, burthen about 60 tons, near the
harbour called “Ramsheck.”

Ithad a cargo of trade items and 100 pieces of French and Spanish silver coins.
Included in the trade items were gun powder, lead bullets and shot, hooks, sythes,
and axes. The vessel is not the property of any of His Majesty’s subjects nor her
master, nor three fourths of the crew. The vessel was concerned with carrying a
clandestine and illicit trade from Quebec, or New France, imported from thence into
the said province of Nova Scotia to supply His Majesty’s Indian enemies, contrary
to the statute and to the solemn treaties of peace and commerce subsisting between
His Majesty and the French King.

William Clapham, marshal, then posted a written advertisement in different
public places of Halifax and on the mast of the sloop. The proclamation was for any
person who had a claim against the sloop London, to appear and claim the same.
The court then ordered the defendant Jacque Julian to give Bond with Surety of £30
sterling, to answer and pay the court charges upon his defending the cause, in case
the sloop should be condemned.

On August 29 the court met again. Captain Mauger, at the request of the
claimer was sworn to interpret the court. On August 30 the court made a
proclamation of a letter from Monsieur Le Loutre to the French Intendant, Monsieur
Bigot. This was shown to the master of the sloop, London, to identify. It was the
same and it was delivered to him by Le Loutre and it was to be carried to Bigot. He
also agreed to the invoice of the goods that were seized. Also there were English
deserters onboard. Those goods were to be sent to Le Loutre and his Indian allies
as presents. It was then revealed that the Indians who have been on the Road to
Chebucto have taken letters from the English, who had written to people in Minis
and as far as Annapolis Royal. Bigot was informed also that the English are
resolved and actually preparing to make a settlement at Chignecto. The outcome of
this trial was that Cornwallis could not send people to Chignecto this year. A state
of undeclared war now at hand.

The Court ruling was that the vessel and cargo be forfeited and condemned and
sold by the marshal on the public parade in Halifax. This would go to the highest
bidder. The money would be divided after court charges, one third to His Majesty,
his heirs and successors to be placed in the hands of the Governor. Another one—
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third to Governor Cornwallis and the remaining one-third to Captain Le Cras,
master of the sloop H.M.S. Tryal for being the seizer of the sloop, London. The
captain was expected to share his one—third with the crew.

On September 2 Cornwallis acquainted the Council that 300 Germans had
arrived on the ship, Ann. The Council was pleased to have the exorbitant price of
labor now reduced. Besides rum and beer the artificers were paid more than
labourers, to be used for the King’s Works to pay their costs of victualling and
freight. They were to be victualled at government expense.

On September 8 the value of the sloop was placed at over £118 sterling. It was
sold to Joshua Mauger at the highest bid of £175. Ephrain Cook paid £17 for the

merchandise or cargo of the vessel.

On September 11 the Council recommended discontinuing provisions, except
for those who lately arrived.

On September 15 Benjamin Green Sr., held a litigation for salvage. Michael
Bowden, master of the schooner Night Hawk, 60 tons, and John Patten, master of the
schooner, Salisbury, 60 tons, both sailed out of Marblehead, in New England. They
were on a fishing voyage on the Bankquero on August 31 when they met with a large
French ship, Judith, which was in distress. It had lost her bowsprit, foremast,
topmast sails and rigging, carried away was the rudder and so it became exposed to
the violence and rage of the weather. The captain of the Judith applied to Bowden
and Patten for relief with the promise of any apparel, tackle, furniture or lading they
could save and secure for themselves, provided they would take onboard the captain
and crew and bring them to the port of Canso. The complainants took them onboard
and proceeded to save as much of the said vessels’ gear and cargo as, “lay in their
power.” When they landed, the French commander forbid their further proceeding.
Also the French drilled auger holes in the bottom of the Judith, which caused it to
sink. Also they proceeded to have it blown up. The cargo that floated away
included 10 casks of brandy, 4 casks of vinegar, and 4 casks of butter. These were
picked up and then brought to Halifax. At a public auction the goods were sold
under the direction of marshall William Clapham. The total received was
£310:19:8. Benjamin Green Sr. was allowed £28 for court costs.

On September 16 Cornwallis complained about a Mr. Hugh Davidson,
Secretary of the Province. A committee was then appointed to examine his
accounts. The committee consisted of Benjamin Green, John Salisbury, and
William Steele. Another major concern for Cornwallis, as he informed London as
being the most serious problem of them all, was the “want of dollars.” The
merchants in boston refused to send any and nobody would purchase the “Bills” that
were sent by Parliament in England. The Bills were not honoured at par value by
neither the Boston merchants or the Halifax merchants. The Governor became
desperate and when a vessel from Boston entered Halifax harbour in distress,
Cornwallis persuaded the master of the vessel, James Bunker, to give him 2,540
dollars, and also 800 dollars from a passenger named Thomas Wade. They insisted
on a Bill on Cornwallis’s Agent which he was obliged to give. Cornwallis then
pleaded with the Board in London to honour this transaction.

Another problem for the administration was that the agent, Davidson, brought
up 50 more settlers from Boston. Every vessel now entering the harbour tried to sell
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the cargo to the general public and the merchants, instead to Cornwallis for the
needs of the settlers.

On September 18 Paddock Neal was cited to appear at nine o’clock to hear the
charges. Neal did not appear, even after three calls. The Court ordered Neal to pay
and also pay the court costs. Neal paid the fines and court costs by a bill of exchange
on his partner.

On September 19 Benjamin Green heard the charge of “Libel” against Pendock
Neal, master of the Alderney. This was made by Robert Curtis, John Owen, and
Thomas Phillips, all mariners.

On September 29 they had received so many complaints about the victualling
policy that Council stated their opinion that all persons now here or that shall arrive
before December 1 next, be victualled for one year from the time of their names
being entered on the records. Thisis provided they duly comply with the terms that
were required of settlers, but not to extend to persons who only come here to work
for themselves for a short time, and then return.

On October 1 the Governor was informed that no beef, pork or butter had
arrived. He was then forced to buy these victuals from the merchants at a very high
price. There were now about 3,000 people in the general area.

On October 9 a proclamation was ordered concerning licences for public
houses. Alllicences had to have official renewal instead of being taken for granted.
Everyone granted a licence was to give security with one sufficient bondsman for
his good behaviour. Also due compliance with the regulations and pay £6 per
annum to the use of the poor of this settlement, and to be paid quarterly.

On October 11 the public was advised that the penalty for selling spirituous
liquors without a licence to pay £10 sterling, one half to the informer and the other
half to the poor of the settlement, also publicly whipped 30 stripes or 3 months in
jail.

On October 17, 1750 the snow, Prince Edward, was taken into custody for
Libel, Samuel Jennings as master. A parcel of cordage was imported into Halifax,
but it was not laden in Great Britain. It was imported from Ireland and this was
contrary to the statutes. The master, Jennings, and the mate swore that the cordage
was taken onboard in London. Jennings appeared in court and desired the court
grant him a reasonable time to produce his certificate from the Custom House at
London for shipping of the cordage in that port and praying that a 12 month time
mightbe allowed. This was granted upon condition that he give Bond with security
to pay the sum of £100 sterling forfeited by Act of Parliament in case he did not
produce the certificate in the time limited and pay the costs of court or otherwise
execution to issue for the forfeiture.

On October 19 there was a charge laid against the brig, St. Francis, for illicit
and contraband trade. Captain John Rouse of the sloop 4lbany seized and brought
into portthebrig, St. Francis. It was captured near Cape Sable. Certificates showed
imported goods, merchandise, and stores of war into this province. These goods
were manufactured and produced in Europe. The vessel was not owned by any of
His Majesty’s subjects, nor 3/4 of the crew or master was a British subject.
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Therefore, all stores, goods, and merchandise became forfeited pursuant to the
terms of the statutes. These goods and military supplies were destined for the
French and Indians in the St. John River area. The court ruled that everything be
forfeited and sold by the marshal of the Court, at the public parade in Halifax. The
goods were valued at over £1,094 but the auction brought in £1,231. John Rouse
and his crew received £615.

On October 25, 1750 a proclamation was to be issued that required all persons
to bury their carcases (dead animals) belonging to them, on penalty of 12 shillings
for each offence, one-half'to the informer and the other halfto the poor of the parish.

On November 13, 1750 the vessel, Halifax, was found adrift due to a broken
cable and a severe wind. Itlanded on the Dartmouth shore just north of the sawmill.

On December 5, 1750 the schooner, Albany, Captain John Rouse, captured and
brought into Halifax harbour the schooner, Catherine,Thomas Power, Captain.

At the Court of Vice Admiralty, the charge against Captain Power, and the
cargo was for clandestine and illicit trade between Halifax and Louisburg. The
cargo was Brandy and wine, sugar, and silk stockings. Captain Power was ordered
to stand trial. On behalf of Captain Power and a Mr. Poor, who was one of the local
merchants who owned the vessel. In a long dissertation on behalf of the owner by
Joshua Mauger, the court ordered an appraisal be made of the schooner, Catherine
and her equipment. The value was placed at £110. The result was as follows, ...
our interlocutory decree is that the said schooner Catherine be released to the
defendant, Captain Power, upon condition of his forthwith giving bond with two
sureties or securities to the acceptance of the court to abide by such final judgement
of the court as shall be given and pronounced upon the case, within the term of 12
months from the date hereof ... We have determined to transmit the case with the
evidence, pleas and memorial to the Honorable Board of Trade and High Court of
Admiralty and pray advise thereon.” This may have been the first example of
special interest interfering with the law and the governing of the province. Itseta
dangerous precedent that would always exist and become a blight on the democratic
method of government rule.

On December 19, 1750 in an effort to prevent contraband trade in Nova Scotia,
Captain Rouse and the crew of the Albany boarded the schooner, Sea Flower, with
Elias Carel as master. The goods found onboard the Sea Flowerwere prohibited by
an Act of Parliament. Governor Cornwallis ordered a warrant to be issued to the
marshal of the Court of Admiralty to take the schooner into custody. Benjamin
Green wrote the warrant to William Clapham, the marshal of the Prize Court.
Charles Morris was Registrar of said court. One copy was served to the master,
Elias Carel and another copy was nailed to the main mast of the schooner, Sea
Flower. When it was caught in Ketch Harbour by the Albany, 19 hogsheads of rum
was transferred to the A/bany. The testimony by the defendants was always sworn
on the “Holy Evangelist.”

There were several Acts of Parliament passed over the years regarding Prize
Court procedures and practices. It did very little in curtailing all the smuggling of
whatever was in demand, but, it rewarded certain people who had the influence to
attain a very lucrative supplement to their salaries. In this instance the Prize Court
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ruled that the schooner and cargo be forfeited and sold by the marshal of the Court
to the highest bidder at the public parade in Halifax. The committee had appraised
the value at over £255 sterling. The committee also charged 2% for services. That
left £83 for the Governor’s one—third part, £83 for Captain Rouse and his crew, and
£83 for the use of His Majesty.

Governor Cornwallis sent his monthly report to the Board on November 27,
1750. He mentioned the fear and apprehension the settlers experienced when the
news of Captain Rouse, on the Albany, had captured a French brigantine off Cape
Sable that was loaded with war supplies from Quebec for the St. John River Indians.
“This was clearly a violation of the treaty. It justified Cornwallis having George’s
Island fortified and secured with seven, 32—pounders in the palisades that circled
theisland. Some of the German settlers were very sickly, some had died and many
were too old to work. They constantly complained because they had to work to pay
for their passage to Nova Scotia. The Swiss did not have to pay for their passage.”

From the beginning, the Swiss were in general good industrious people.
Cornwallis had sent a dozen of them to the Pisiquid area to see the country and they
returned well pleased. “... 1 hope they have made a good report to their friends and
the more of them we have the better ... The French have sent about 8 or 10 vessels
to the Bay Verte and the St. John River with provisions and war like stores ... Since
I sent Hugh Davidson to England to give an account of his transactions I have
appointed Mr. Benjamin Green Sr. as the Treasurer.” Also mentioned was that
“...stress is too much for one person ...” regarding the duties of Cornwallis.

He also mentioned that “... the Fishery has done well for the first year, actually
better in proportion than New England or Newfoundland. It having failed greatly
everywhere, I told your Lordships that 30,000 quintals I thought would be made, but
itturns out about 25,000 quintals. I have great hopes of having people from the west
of England next year for this Fishery ... Mr. Holsworth of Dartmouth sent people
here this year. They have cleared ground to begin upon the Fishery next...”

The Fishery was a grave concern for the Administration. Iver Davidson was
given a “Fish lot” in the Dartmouth Cove area which began at the Mill River then
300 feet southeast to the beach, and then 264 feet to the north.

There were a number of complaints against the Government’s policy of issuing
the victualling supplies not being adequate to the residents of Dartmouth and the
matter was investigated. The experience of the previous winter also made
everybody aware of the danger of being unprepared for an Indian attack. The
administration was aware that the Indians sent an order to the Acadian French,
forbidding them from acting as couriers for the English, or assisting them in any
way, on pain of death.

¢

Cornwallis gave the following order in December, “... whereas it has been
represented to His Excellency that several persons who have lots in Dartmouth do
reside on this side of the water and whereas a watch is absolutely necessary for the
safety of the place, notice is hereby given to such persons that if they do not pay one
shilling for each guard as it comes their turn, they shall forfeit their lots in
Dartmouth...”

In December, a ferry boat was established between Halifax and Dartmouth.
John Connor was appointed as the ferryman by an order in Council.
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1751

In the year 1751 the correspondence between Cornwallis to the Duke of
Bedford and the Lords of Trade and Plantations, referred to as the “Board” included
a letter on January 30. It stated, “... Mr. Dick entered into a contract to send over
1,000 settlers to embark in this spring ... The passage and subsistence are to be
defrayed for 300 (people) from age 20 to 40, by being employed as labourers in the
Public Works Program at the rate of one shilling per day per person ...”

Cornwallis pointed out to the Board that objection of land ownership might
also extend to inheriting or obtaining land, and he suggested that this should be
remedied by enactment. He was very much concerned about merchants dealing
with the French—this led to a constant struggle with those merchants who did their
best to get around the payment of duties on imported goods.

The French at Louisburg received 12,000 barrels of flour shipped from New
York and was contracted for by their friends and agents in New York. Four vessels
had been seized during the spring, but Cornwallis knew that 150 vessels were
trading with the French that year. Their goods were bartered with the French for
rum and molasses and took their returns back to the American colonies without one—
tenth of them paying a shilling of duty. These merchants used Dartmouth Cove on
several occasions to dispose of and store illegal trade goods.

This led to open warfare between Joshua Mauger and the Governor that
continued until Cornwallis returned to England. The merchants would stop at
nothing to perpetuate their trading interests, legal or otherwise. Mauger was a
merchant and a distiller who in 1751 became an agent victualler in Halifax. These
merchants had very powerful friends and connections in England and would use
them for their mutual gain. This abuse of political patronage would be a constant
threat and impediment to the growth of the colony and this evil seemed to always
prevail then, even now and for how long will be determined by future historians.

The potential for the fishery was such that the Board and the Governor still
wanted to promote it regardless of the “rum economy” that was thriving.
Employment in the Public Works Program appealed to tradesmen even from New
England but there was still the great potential for farming and animal husbandry.
The greatest employer was still the Fishery and this was reflected in a letter from
Halifax to London that stated, “... as to this town, there is not its fellow in the world,
for a man may catch as much fish in 2 hours as will serve 6 or 7 people for a week,
such as cod, halibut, turbot salmon, skait, haddock, herrings, mackeral, smelts and
lobsters, and they lie as thick as stows in Cheapside so that Billingsgate is but a fish
stall in comparison of it ... and as to fresh fruit we have plenty of limes, peaches,
apricots, wild rasberries and strawberries ... we have got good rum at 3 shillings per
bottle, but there is one thing wanting, which is a pot of good London porter or
purl...”

On January 14, 1751 the Governor and Council began to pass ordinances. A
series of regulations to govern the proceedings of the General Court and of the
County Court was ordered to be published by the Provost marshal, by reading the
same, after the drum beat throughout the settlement, and on the first day of the next
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General and County Court session. Many rules of practice in civil actions in the
County Court were prescribed.

On January 25, 1751 the Inferior Court of Common Pleas ordered Thomas
Leake of Dartmouth, to pay £8 to Reuben Hemsley of Halifax, by the first Tuesday
in March of 1751. This was for failure to meet the requirements of a promissory
note that was signed in January, 1750.

Regulations were recommended in consideration of the memorial of the
Justices of the County of Halifax. This included private property and the necessity
of a Common Land Trust grant. Also was a regulation regarding the fraudulently
taking any materials for building or firewood or other effects, the property of
another person, from a part of the beach, streets, wharves, of this town and suburb,
or from any lot of land granted to any person in any place about the harbour
provided the same be inclosed or uninclosed after warning given by proprietor.

The offender is to pay fourfold, or in case of refusal or inability to pay, shall be
publicly whipped a number of stripes not exceeding forty as shall be ordered by the
Sessions of the Peace. Also Civil Officers to have jurisdiction in any part of the
province. The town divided into 8 wards and town officers were to be chosen
annually as: 8 town overseers; 1 town clerk; 16 constables; 8 scavengers.

On February 16 Stephen Adams and Thomas Keys were found guilty of having
reported falseness to the prejudice of this settlement, and scandalous lies of his
Excellency the Governor. It was ordered that they be whipped each 20 stripes.

On February 29 the Governor ordered that a Sergeant and 10 or 12 men of the
military force at Dartmouth should mount guard at night in the blockhouses and be
visited from time to time by the Lieutenant on duty.

There were more complaints received that the people of Dartmouth had not
been duly victualled. The Governor ordered Otis Little, who was the Commissary
of Stores and Provisions, to proceed to Dartmouth to enquire and report on the
subject.

The regular rations of one year’s, free victualling consisted of the following: 5
pounds of bread or flour; 3 pounds of beef, then 2 pounds of beef with 2 pounds of
pork; and 3/4 of a pound of butter. 1 pintof peas(dried), ' pint of vinegar, a ¥ pint
of oatmeal, % pint of molasses, and ¥ pint of rum.

What was to come out at the enquiry was that these provisions were being
illegally sold to the New England fishermen. There were several people involved
including Otis Little and his chief storekeeper, Hayes. Both of these men were
dismissed for their “shameless irregularities.” The provisions were even sold in
their original containers.

This year the main concern of the Board was to send the foreign Protestants to
Nova Scotia to establish it as a permanent year round colony. On January 30, 1751
Lord Bedford informed the Board that His Majesty recommended 1,000 foreign
Protestants be embarked for Nova Scotia early in the spring, and accepted the
proposal by Governor Comwallis for engaging 300 industrious, laboring, foreign
Protestants from the age of 20 to 40 years, whose passage and subsistence are to be
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defrayed by their being employed as labourers in the Public Works Program, at the
rate of one shilling per day per person.

On April 16, 1751 the Board received a letter form John Dick at Rotterdam that
said he is ready to ship 220-230 setttlers to Nova Scotia.

At Rotterdam, on April 27, 1751 John Dick wrote to the Board that the,
Speedwell, will leave for Nova Scotia with 230 people, Joseph Wilson, master. The
ventilators will be fixed and they are waiting for a person to fix them. The list of
victuals were included on a weekly chart. The passengers agreed to work for the
Governor at the rate of 18 pence per day until all their expenses were paid. Extra
care and precautions were taken for the voyage because 19 people died the previous
year who sailed on the ship Ann. The ship Gale, left Rotterdam with 254 people on
June 4. The ship, Murdock, left June 19 with 211 passengers. Two other ships, the
Pearl with 263, and the Jenny, also left for Nova Scotia in 1751.

On April 29 a memorial was presented to Council for a bounty on fish caught
near the province. It was then resolved that a bounty of 6 pence per quintal, out of
the public treasury be paid for every quintal of fish salted and dried within the
province that was fit for exportation; A bounty of 12 pence per barrel for every
barrel of pickled fish caught and pickled within the province. Also a bounty of 2
shillings and 6 pence per barrel for every barrel of whale, seal or any kind of fish oyl
made within the province. The said bounty to be the sole benefit of the persons who
shall have caught the said fish so dried or pickled, or from which the said oyl was
produced ... “to be paid to such persons as they shall appoint to receive the same for
them, upon the shipping thereof for exportation out of the province ...” The person
receiving the said bounty first make oath to the quantity so shipped ... “and that the
fish was dried or first pickled within the province or that the oyl was made here, and
that the bounty has not already been paid thereon, nor any part thereof.” This bounty
would be paid from a duty put on spirituous liquors, a duty of 6 pence sold by retail
in the province. The cost of licence, 2 shillings to sell liquor, and a surety bond of
£10 upon oath.

It was further resolved that “any person convicted after the publication hereof,
of stealing any fish from any of the fish flakes, or stocks within the settlement shall
pay fourfold the value of the fish stolen, with the costs of prosecution, and shall be
whipped around the fish flakes at the discretion of the court ...” The Council began
to fix the prices on fresh fish, the price of flour, and some other commodities.

On May 3 four men and two women were convicted of selling liquor by retail
without licence. Each had to pay a 10 pound fine but the whipping was remitted.

On May 18, 1751 John Dick reported to the Board that the Speedwell departed
Rotterdam for Nova Scotia. He also stated that, “... it would be highly necessary for
my Lord Commissioners to empower me to promise a certain number of acres over
and above the common proportion to the German Clergymen ... to the end that the
people might have the consolation of being supplied with able and virtuous
teachers...” Apparently the clergy would attend to educating the children in the area
as well as provide the spiritual needs of the adults.

On May 30 the Court of Vice Admiralty heard the case for salvage between
Daniel Lauder and Peter Brawnie. Lauder was master of the snow, Ear! of Halifax
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He was on a trip between London, England and Halifax, when he was hailed by
Peter Brawnie, master of the French ship Sz. Peter, about 160 tons. Brawnie made
a distress signal by “hoisting a wiff,” at her mizzen peak. Lauder took the Earl of
Halifax near by and heave to. He was informed by Brawnie that a leak was sprung
about4 days ago and his vessel was in danger of floundering. He prayed that he and
his crew of 24 men, be taken aboard the Earl of Halifax. Lauder and his crew then
salvaged all the equipment they could, such as rigging, cables, sail, etc. Lauder now
claims this equipment as salvage. The court ordered an appraisal and found it to be
over £111. The salvaged goods actually raised £105 at a public auction. This was
paid by Joshua Mauger for the equipment. The court decreed that Lauder was
entitled to have part in compensation for salvage and expenses. The court fees were
£12 and Lauder received £80 at the expense of the owners and mariners of the St.
Peter.

On June 3 the snow Peggy,”master Henry Dunn from Philadelphia, was
charged with importing illegal goods that were manufactured in Ireland. These
goods were seized in Halifax. The snow Peggy made an attempt to run away but the
crews of the British man-of-war ships rowed over and boarded the vessel. They
captured the master and put him onboard the 4/bany, under Captain Rouse. The
court then issued a warrant to commit the Peggy ’s master, Henry Dunn.

The vessel and cargo was condemned for publication. An inventory was
ordered by a committee and the value was set at £164. Joshua Mauger bought the
vessel for £136. John Salter bought the goods for £29. The Commission received
2 percentor £3:5:9. His Majesty got one-third or £43:11:2. Another one-third went
to the Governor and the informer got the other one-third share. This was a total of
£130:13:6.

In June, Cornwallis complained to the Board in his report that, although we are
surrounded with trees, the inhabitants have to pay from 14 to 16 shillings per cord
of firewood. The Foreign Protestants agreed to work for the Governor at 18 pence
per day until their expenses were paid. Every settler is now employed in the fishery
or clearing their land by ploughing or sowing in as good soil as could be found in
Europe. “... I tried to recruit a company of Rangers in New England. The number
of Indians make it difficult to go out of the settlement without parties of soldiers.”

The reason for this fear of leaving the settlement was that a massacre took place
in the village of Dartmouth in June of 1751. A war party of Mic Mac Indians, led
by the French, assaulted the settlement in the early hours of daylight. One group
surrounded the blockhouses while others ran from house to house yelling their war
hoops in an attempt to panic the settlers into leaving their shelter. The Europeans
were put into a state of hysteria and some fled in every direction. They were
murdered with deliberate execution. Those settlers who were wise enough to
barricade their doors and windows had the house frames pulled down or set fire to.
A Sergeant who was awakened by the noise rushed out to try to help the neighbours.
He was pursued, scalped, and had his left arm cut off. Not even women and children
were spared as witnessed by a little baby was found lying by its father and mother
and all three were scalped. Some victims had their hands cut off, bellies ripped
open, and their brains smashed. About 8 people were killed this way and it was
estimated that 60 Indians were in the attack. About 14 prisoners were marched off

68



on atrail that follows what is now the Old Ferry Road. From there, the trail led over
to Lake Charles and then eventually along the two shores of Lake Charles and Lake
William to the Shubenacadie River. This would eventually be part of the Truro Post
road. It was surveyed and mapped by Theophilous Chamberlain, a provincial
surveyor during the 1780’s.

There was another report made by Edward Wisdom, who was cutting lumber
for house frames. He crossed the harbour from Halifax with his work party before
daybreak. He started to cut lumber near what would eventually be the Old Ferry
road and decided to return to Halifax for some provisions. The noise of rifle shots
and screams forced him to return to his work camp, rally his workers and set out for
the village. A colored man was left in charge.

When the Indians retreated, Wisdom returned with his men only to find the
Indians had taken the colored man prisoner. Also all their working equipment was
missing from their camp. A burial party was detailed by the regular soldiers when
they arrived from the Halifax garrison. They found a number of people killed and
seriously wounded. One man, John Hall, was captured, scalped and left for dead,
in an area that is now Maynards Lake and Prince Arthur School. He survived and
later returned to England, permanently disfigured. The casualties mounted each
day for about a month. Some died early but others suffered a lingering agony from
wounds and shock. The records for St. Paul’s Anglican Church in Halifax list the
burials for May and June of 1751 as follows:

May 13, 1751 Joseph Searle

May 13, 1751 James Ferguson (soldier), Joseph Philipson (soldier),
Joseph Guillingham (soldier),James Brimer (soldier),
Thomas Prestedge

May 14, 1751 Isaac Denham, Abraham Pyke, William Hays (son of
William and Ann Hayes)

May 15,1751 Robert Carney, Jane Parquire (wife of Joh Parquire)

May 16, 1751 James Cross, Alice Watson

May 18, 1751 James Hughes

May 22, 1751 James Bean, Francis Griffin

May 23, 1751 John McDonald, Thomas Hill

May 24, 1751 John Lone

May 25, 1751 Neal McLean, John Russell, Benjamin Murell

May 26, 1751 Neal Duff, Thomas Baily

May 27, 1751 Thomas Newman, Thomas Lincoln

June 4, 1751 William Hoxcom

June 8, 1751 Mary(daughter of Edward and Mary Le Cross) also,

June 10, 1751
June 13, 1751
June 14, 1751
June 15,1751

infants Mary Wood and Marienne Pasquire
George Sitson

Louis Gosbee (son of John and Mary Gosbee)
George Creighton

Anne Marie Halpish
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There was a great panic and the administration tried to stem the hue and cry on
both sides of the harbour. A court martial was ordered to enquire into the conduct
of the regular army personnel who had the responsibility of the lives and safety of
the settlers. There were 60 regulars but adequate protection was not provided.
There was also a Company of Rangers present and their Sergeant stood for their
court martial but nothing resulted in these hearings.

Cornwallis reported this to the Board and spoke of ships soon to arrive with
families onboard. His great hopes and expectation was for the arrival of
Commodore Pye with 5 British ships of war. They would bring all the military
implements needed to defend themselves. The attack, he stated, ... was so violent
on the general public that  wonder what the French can say, their old plea, that it is
the Indians but if it can be proven the Government of Canada gives them a reward
for every prisoner and every scalp they bring of the English that ceases. This is so
unnatural and inhuman that one cannot conceive a civilized nation to be guilty of'it
... Itis my misfortune to be an eye witness to their treachery therefore, ... unless there
is peace the settlers cannot build up the colony ... war is not the time to settle
inhabitants ...”

It was also reported that 8 French man-of-war ships were carrying on the forts,
especially at Louisburg—no English man-of-war ships were stationed at Halifax.
The 2 sloops of war were patrolling the Bay of Fundy area.

Cornwallis requested 1,000 more soldiers, not settlers, but the Board refused to
change their plans. This was in spite of a letter from Governor Phillips of
Massachusetts reporting that the Governor of Canada having sent a belt of wampum
to the St. Francis Indians to go against the English in Nova Scotia.

The French had also sent a courier around to the French Acadians not to act as
couriers to the English or assist them in any way upon pain of death. This was the
reasoning that Cornwallis tried to persuade the Board for fortifying the harbour and
the settlements, “... in my humble opinion this would compensate for Louisburg,
make a good Fishery and secure the best harbour in North America in case of war...”

On July 10 a shipload of Foreign Protestants arrived on the Speedwell. The
Council decided to place them, for the present, at Dartmouth and employ them in
picketing the back of the village.

On July 31 another shipload of foreign Protestants landed from the ship Gale.
They were placed around the harbour, the North West Arm area, and Bedford
Basin. They were to be employed to work out their passage from Rotterdam to
Nova Scotia.

At a Council meeting that day, consideration was given for a “bounty” for
encouraging the building of vessels within the province. It was then resolved, that
abounty of 10 shillings be paid out of the Treasury of the Province, to the owner of
every vessel or boat which shall be built within the province, upon the said vessel
being fitted for the sea, and the boats for service. It was resolved that these remain
in force for 3 years.

On September 4, 1751 Cornwallis reported to the Board that, the Fishery will
be as good as last year—records were sent every quarter— ... “we have given a

70



bounty from a duty collected on spirituous liquors, also we put a bounty on building
vessels and many have started to build them . . . There is a great quantity of land
cleared around the town ... and again asked the Board to send man-of-war ships to
be stationed here.”

On October 12 a case was heard at the Supreme Court, J. A. Hoffman versus
Walter Clark, Innkeeper from Dartmouth. The charges were as follows:

1. Walter Clark, tavern keeper and overseer had struck German people without
proper reason.

2. He had obliged the German people to work for him on Sabbath Day.
He had obliged the German people to shingle his house on Sabbath Day.

4. He employed German carpenters to finish his house, and promised them they
should be put for such work upon the lists as the other people in King’s Works,
and they should be paid by the King, as it was work done for the King.

5. He had sold liquor on Sabbath Day.

6. The Constable, John Hoffins, has found, last Sunday, his son cutting pickets
before his house.

On October 15 said Constable found several people who were obliged last
Sunday to work for Captain Clapham, and likewise 3 people had been cutting
pickets for him. An authorization was signed and Hoffman was ordered to go to
Dartmouth on the Sabbath to watch and enquire about breaking the Holy Sabbath
Day, and also apprehend such persons and bring them before His Majesty’s Peace
to be dealt with accordingly.

When Mr. Hoffman went over to Dartmouth he also had to enquire into a felony
committed by Francis Hamilton, a Corporal in Captain Proctor’s Company. This
was to clear the matter before it was given over to the Gentlemen of the Grand Jury.
When he arrived he intended to deliver a letter from Ephraim Cook to a Mr. Geldart.
Hoffman gave the letter for Mr. Geldart to a man to deliver it to him. This Geldart
then called out to Mr. Hoffman to stop. Hoffman answered that Geldart had no
power to ask this question of him. Geldartreplied, “God damn you I will show you
another way ...” This was witnessed by several men who had gathered round.
Geldart ordered 5 soldiers to arrest Hoffman who then asked to see what orders
were signed for this action. Geldart then grabbed Hoffman and ordered the soldiers
to carry him through the town by force. As they passed a house where some
Germans were staying, Mrs. Clark came out and laughed at Hoffman. The man
asked Mrs. Clark if she were laughing at him and she replied, “Yes, I do, because I
see you a fine prisoner.” “Where is your honor.” Hoffman was obliged to go along
with the soldiers who held him in custody over an hour until he was put into a boat
and returned to Halifax. This was witnessed by Corporal Huckrath and Lieutenant
Parnet, who were German Gentlemen, as also a Corporal Campbell.

Geldart was about to be tried on another case so it was recommended he be tried
for this offence as well. Robert Sanderson, who was to become the first speaker in
the House of Assembly in Halifax, in 1758 asserted that Ensign Geldart was obliged
to ask Mr. Hoffman’s pardon. (This was also likely due from the Regimented
Colonel.) There was a technicality pointed out that Hoffman did not fulfill the seven
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year requirement before becoming a naturalized British subject. The Board in
London later upheld this and Governor Cornwallis had to issue a new list for the
Commission of the Peace. This also meant that Germans, Hoffman and Leonard
Rudolf had to have their names removed as Commissioners of the Peace.

In fairness to these Foreign Protestants, however, Cornwallis granted the
Germans and Swiss who were in Dartmouth, the lots that were vacated by those who
fled after the massacre. The new list included the following; with those who stayed.

Letter A No. 3 Josiah Rogerson

Letter B No. 3 Josiah Rogerson Lot B-4 William Manthorn

Letter B 9,10, 11 cleared and fenced in by
Brian Rankin, James Dodley
and Adolph Witheral

Letter C No. 4 Albert Simeon

Letter C No. 5 Henry Chazer Lot D-13 143 assigned to
Thomas Bourn

Letter E No. 3 James Dodley

Letter F No. 3 Henry Welland Lot D-6 and 11 assigned to
Timothy Folger

Letter G No. 4 Francis Mulig

Letter G No. 15 Abraham Jensen

Letter G No. 16 Carl Clasen

Letter H No. 6 John Rheinhart Letter L No. 3 George Hansel,
No. 4 Conrad Friedenburg

Letter H No. 7 Peter Rheinhart

Letter H No. 10 Jacob Spaddle

Letter H No. 11 Jacob Conrad No. 5 Joseph Wolf

Letter H No. 12 Michael Hibbard No. 7 Joseph Wolf

Letter H No. 13 John Sealover No. 9 Wendal Grott

Letter K No. 1 William Clapham No. 10 Michael Hartling

Letter K No. 2 William Clapham No. 11 Nicole Hartling

Letter K No. 3 Martin Gates No. 12 George Rock

Letter K No. 4 John Eisenhauser No. 13 Urbanus Hasner

Letter K No. 7 Thomas R. Luart No. 14 John Spade

Letter K No. 8 John Esterbrook

Letter K No. 9 Heine Hastizen

Letter K No. 10 Philip Straffon

On October 23 Cornwallis reported to the Board that he thought it would be
improper to send the Germans into the Chignecto area of the Bay of Fundy. With
the advice of the Council he was determined to place them back upon the peninsula
where they will be in security. In a short time the peninsula (Halifax) will be cleared
and we shall be able abundantly to supply ourselves and they will be ready at all
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times to transport themselves higher in the country when the opportunity offers.
This couldn’t be until there was peace with the Indians “... Farmers can’t live within
the Forts and must go in security upon their business to make it turn to any
account...”

Twenty Swiss out of the 300 promised have arrived. Two ships arrived with
Germans, but I understand by Mr. Dick, the agent, that two more are to arrive. I
should advise that they not send any more until affairs change. Astothe Fishery, we
have given a bounty which arises from a duty on spirituous liquors. There is
likewise, a bounty on building vessels and many people have commenced building
them.

On his next dispatch to the Board, Cornwallis had to report the high cost of
having to ransom 60 officers, soldiers, and settlers from Le Loutre and his Indian
allies. This led to a very serious shortage of dollars in the colony. A Mr. Bannerman
was sent to Boston, on the sloop Cornwallis, to purchase more dollars because any
Bills signed by the administration were being protested. There was still a
continuous supply of food coming to Halifax and the money to pay the workmen’s
wages was just enough to let them subsist.

On November 12 Cornwallis wrote to Benjamin Green, Judge of the Vice
Admiralty, “you are hereby required to issue a Warrant for searching the sloop Sally
for articles from Louisburg.” The merchandise was being landed in suspected areas
and if any such be found, to proceed thereupon to seize the merchandise. The
practice was contrary to an Act of Parliament. Joshua Mauger, who became the
Agent Victualler, to the Navy, had refused to allow his warehouse to be inspected
by the military. This was contrary to general instructions number 143 and article 23.

Otis Little was suspended as Commissary of the Provisions. Cornwallis then
gave Joshua Mauger on November 17, 1751 as a result of his petition, the
permission to unload from his vessel Dove, 100 hogsheads of molasses and 20
hogsheads of rum. He was a distiller and had several areas of operation around the
harbour area. He complained to the court that the Vice Admiralty had no
jurisdiction above the high water mark on land.

On November 22 Cornwallis gave the Court of Vice Admiralty permission to
issue a Warrant to search the sloop Sally, belonging to Mauger. This was for
merchandise and commodities sent out from Louisburg.

A serious problem for the administration was that some vessels that were
supposed to be fishing on the banks, would claim they needed supplies from the
nearest port. This would be Louisburg, but they would load up with contraband
goods such as Brandy and Rum. An Interlocutory decree was issued against the
vessel Catherine, master, Thomas Power. An appeal was written by Joshua
Mauger. The court decided against a final course of action on condition of giving
bond with two securities to the acceptance of the court.

Cornwallis wrote to the Board recommending Mauger be no longer employed
in any capacity of His Majesty’s Government. The merchants, who were the
“special interest groups” of the day, were able to have the Board ignore this request
because of selfish interests.
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On November 15 the sloop Sally, and owner Joseph Lunt, was on trial for the
importation of contraband goods and merchandise. The vessel was tied up in
Halifax. The cargo was a large quantity of French made articles and merchandise
from Louisburg. Cornwallis issued a warrant and James Monk was given
permission to search houses for boxes of soap. Joshua Mauger objected to this and
refused to open his warehouse saying, ... the Admiralty Court had no jurisdiction
on the land ... but that he would submit to a special warrant under the Governor’s
hand.” James Monk then broke down and seized 4 tierces of molasses and 2
puncheons of molasses and a variety of merchandise in boxes. Isaac Deschamps
acted as Attorney for Joshua Mauger who owned the sloop, Sally. Deschamps also
had the merchandise transferred to his warehouse. The boxes were valued at £13
each. His Majesty, the Governor, and the informer, Mrs. Smith, all received £3 for
eachbox. The sloop was released to master Joseph Lunt and he paid the court costs.

On November 22 Mauger again appeared in court on behalf of Captain Gorham
and the sloop, Hannah. This vessel had gone aground at Cape Sable. Solomen
Lakemen was the pilot of the vessel and no wages were paid to him. There was a
libel charge now against the vessel that was tied up on the Halifax waterfront. The
difference was settled by two appointed arbitrators.

On November 27 the court heard the case of the brigantine, Charming Molly,
and her salvaged cargo. This vessel was wrecked on the coastline near Halifax. The
agent, or factor, was Thomas Saul and he promised to pay the petitioners what
should be allowed them for salvaging what they could. The petitioners, or
salvagers, were Samuel Shipton, John Codman, and Bartholomew Kneeland. On
December 12 the goods were appraised at £518. They were to be auctioned off by
public vendue.

On January 29, 1752 the sum of £545:5:9 was raised. This was distributed
accordingly to Captain Rouse’s crew for their part in the salvage operation. Also
assisting in the salvaging was the crew from Mauger’s vessel the Gosport.

On December 12, 1751 Cornwallis informed the Board that he had dismissed
Joshua Mauger as Agent Victualler to the Navy. He had continued to trade at
Louisburg despite a previous conviction by the Court of Vice Admiralty. This
policy was contrary to an Act of Parliament. Thomas Power, master of the
Catherine, was tried for trading with the French at Louisburg and he was required
to pay a bond for more than the appraised value of the vessel.

1752

The most active employment for the Dartmouth residents was both the Public
Works Program and the Fishery. This was intended by the Board in England when
they arranged to finance the permanent settling of the harbour and the two towns
they wanted to be settled on it.

To meet the needs of the soldiers doing garrison duty in the area of Dartmouth,
Walter and Mary Clark opened a tavern. The practice of providing beverages was
always available by the enterprising civilians who would follow the Regiments and
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Naval stations. Another tavern was opened by Ezebiel Gilman but this led to serious
trouble in later years.

Cornwallis also wanted to follow the Board’s intention to develop a program of
agriculture, by offering bounties, granted at 20 shillings an acre on cleared land, at
2 shillings per hundred weight (cwt) for hay, 2 shillings per bushel for wheat, barley
or rye, 1 shilling for oats, and 3 pence per pound for hemp.

The winter of 1751-52 was not severe and very little of the harbour was frozen
over. The Duke of Bedford, store ship, was still anchored in Dartmouth Cove. This
gave the settlers there some assurance of protection in case of further Indian attacks.
Vessels were entering the harbour and clearing on a very regular basis and the infant
settlement slowly began to build itself up.

The settlers would still find work through the Public Works Program and the
labor supply was such that many tradesmen and artificers were able to return to New
England. Their expectation of high wages were no longer realistic with all the,
“Foreign Protestants,” being available. Being farmers and involved with animal
husbandry made them practical minded and were able to learn to build barns,
houses, wharves, wagons, and anything else required in the new settlements.

On the negative side there were many, “dram sellers,” attracted to the area.
They offered a constant supply of both cheap and expensive rum from the West
Indes. It was said that those who were not selling rum were buying it, but at that
time, goods were traded for rum and also wages were sometimes paid in rum. This
could also be bartered for merchandise or even clothing. Next to the Public Works
Program the biggest employer was the “Fishery.” Now small vessels were being
built to service the fishery and repair vessels for the merchant trade.

At a Council meeting of February 3 it was resolved that all spirituous liquors
imported since August 17, 1751 were to be subjected to a duty of 3 pence per gallon.
Some people tried to avoid paying this duty by landing the liquor under the name of
“cyder.”

It was resolved that the masters of vessels make a report on all quantities and
types of spirits and to swear on Oath. They would also declare which wharfthey will
land the goods on. Any offender was to pay a fine of £50, or have their goods and
chattles sold and then serve 6 months in prison. All such liquors are to be landed
during the daytime. Another resolution was that John Connors would operate a
ferry boat between Halifax and Dartmouth for 3 years under the direction of the
Governor and Council. Two boats are to operate. If more than 3 pence is charged
by Connors or his servants, then a fine 0f 40 shillings is to be levied for each offence.
One-halfwill go to the informer and the other half to the use of the poor. A penalty
of 10 shillings will be charged on anyone other than Connors or his servants, who
will ferry people across the harbour for a fee.

Another resolution passed was that all deeds and memorials made after
March 1 are to be registered. All deeds made before March 1 are also to be
registered. In the County of Halifax, the deeds must be registered before April 30,
1752. In all other parts of the province before September 30, 1752.
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At a Council meeting on April 8 it was resolved that a bounty be proposed for
improving land for agriculture. This would be for clearing the land and it was
proposed at 20 shillings per acre. No more than 10 trees to be left on each cleared
acre. This would then be sowed with the English hay or English grain, or with hemp
or flax seed. Ifthe crop was productive then the Government would pay 2 shillings
for every hundred weight of English hay, 2 shillings for each bushel of wheat, barley
or rye. One shilling for each bushel of oats, 3 pence per pound for every pound of
hemp, and 3 pence per pound for every pound of flax. These would be produced
within the term of 18 months and these goods were to be, “merchantable.”

On May 12, 1752 the Speedwell arrived from Rotterdam with 160 people. Also
was the snow, Betty, with 125 people. On June 13 entered the ship Gale with 184
people; the snow, Pearl, with 191 people; and the ship Sally, with 204 people. The
passengers from the Pear! and the Sally were from the Montbelliard district and
their main occupation was in forestry. They expected to be provided with arms for
their protection while working outside the settlement. They had a variety of useful
occupations but while they would be clearing the land outside the stockade, they
were issued tents at the Government’s expense.

At Dartmouth the Government mills, corn and sawmill, were both auctioned
off. Ezekiel Gillman bought them for the sum of £310.

Before Governor Cornwallis resigned from broken health reasons in July, he
gave William Clapham a grant of land 0f 200 acres near the Dartmouth Cove. John
Collier received a grant of 280 acres in Dartmouth. John Eisenhauser received lot
number 4 of Letter K and Nathanial Follet received lot number 4 of Letter F in
Dartmouth.

On March 30 was recorded the first property transaction for Dartmouth. John
Hall sold his lot number 5 of Letter D to William Clapham for £4 sterling. Hall used
the money to return to England, as he was scalped and seriously wounded during the
Indian massacre the previous year.

On April 10 John McDonald sold lot number 1 in Letter F, for £5:10:0 to
Joseph Cole of Halifax. There was also a further consideration for lot number 16
in Letter C.

This year seemed to be the turning point for the merchants and traders to
consider the new settlements as having potential for future investment. Those
settlers who left Dartmouth because of the Indian massacre were anxious to sell, and
the merchants took full advantage of this. There was certainly no guaranty another
French led attack by the Indians would not occur.

On July 20 John Salisbury was given a tract of land, 200 acres in Dartmouth.
This was bounded by ungranted lands on the south and east of the land granted to
Charles Lawrence which would be on the north and west. It was also west to the land
granted to Samuel Blagdon. Some of these land grants were given to the members
of His Majesty’s Council because land ownership was required for council
members. In some cases the lands were never used although the lumber potential
was in demand.
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On September 27 the New England firm of John Webb and Robert Ewer
bought the land lot from Joseph White, a trader from Halifax. This was lot number
4 of the Letter A. There was probably a wharf on the property, but they only paid
£5 for the lot. They wanted to expand their merchant holdings becuase previously,
they bought a waterfront lot in Halifax, from Christopher Trider, for £37. Theirland
tract in Dartmouth was bounded by a beach, and land recently acquired by Peter
DeBraze, who was also a Halifax merchant and trader. The next lotto it was owned
by a Mr. Chambers, also a Halifax merchant. The south part of this lot was owned
by Josiah Richardson, a retailer, from Dartmouth.

During the early days of settlement the property transactions were not always
registered at the time of the sale. The Dartmouth residents who survived the
massacre were willing to sell at almost any price and this didn’t help the morale of
the settlers.

On November 23 Josiah Rogerson sold 3 lots in Letter A, numbers 2, 3 and 16,
to Joshua Mauger for £15:8:0. This was just west of lots owned by Michael Franklin
and George Gerrish (Suckling), Halifax merchants. They were fully aware of the
potential of Dartmouth Cove. Ezekiel Gilman then received 200 acres in a grant for
land next to the narrows between Bedford Basin and the harbour.

In 1752 the Judges of the Inferior Court of Common Pleas for Halifax County
were named. Of the five men named, one was Robert Ewer, who owned property
in Dartmouth. On January 25, 1752 this court ordered Walter Clark, tavernkeeper,
from Dartmouth to pay Henry Wynn of Halifax, tavernkeeper, the sum of £10.
Clark had promised to pay Wynn £7:6:0 by January 14 but failed to do so. Payment
to be made by the first Tuesday of March 1752. This was for supplies for the tavern.

Also on the same day, this court ordered Thomas Leake of Dartmouth, to pay
£8 to Reuben Hemsley, of Halifax, by the first Tuesday of March, 1752. A
promissory note was signed by Thomas Leake in January of 1750 but there was a
failure to pay as of January 1752.

On January 25 Thomas Cod, mason, from Dartmouth was ordered by this court
to pay £12 to John Burnside, carpenter from Dartmouth. This was to pay a debt that
had accumulated since December 3 1750 0of £9:1:0 1 penny. This was ordered to be
paid by March 1, 1752. It was for room and board, witnessed by John Collier.

On February 12 Thomas Cod of Dartmouth, mason, filed suit against John
Love of Halifax, labourer, for £7. John Love had signed a promissory note to pay
Thomas Cod, the plaintiff, £3:11:6, on July 14 of 1751. The court ordered John
Love to pay the plaintiff £7 on the first Tuesday of March, 1752.

On February 15 Hector Campbell of Halifax, trader, filed suit against Henry
Wendell, Ensign of the Rangers stationed in Dartmouth for the sum of £9. The court
ordered Wendell to pay the £9 by the first Tuesday of March next, 1752. This was
for chattel goods for £6:15:0. Wendell had signed a note promising payment on July
24,1751.

On October 23 there was a judgement against Gillman for £23 damages and a
further £1:2:0. This was to be paid to Cornelius Durrent, a merchant from Halifax,
by the first Tuesday of December 1752.
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On November 26 this court ordered Ezekiel Gilman to pay Malachy Salter of
Halifax, merchant, the sum of £10:19:3 and % penny by December 5 of 1752 and
also the usual court cost of £0:1:4. This was witnessed by Charles Morris, the
Provincial Secretary.

Previous to this, on October 10 Ezekiel Gilman was ordered to pay Malachy
Salter, £12:5:0 on December 5, 1752.

On December 4 Ezekiel Gilman was ordered to pay £31:7:7 to Thomas King by
December 4, 1752.

The court also followed the severe penalties that existed in England. For
criminal cases of minor theft there were usually four options.

1. Putonboard a man-of-war ship, usually for an indefinite period of time.
2. Death by hanging

3. Branded with the letter “T” on the hands

4. Pilloried

In option number one, being put on a man-of-war ship meant being kept below
decks. Between the sea battles and ship board diseases and epidemics, there was a
very slim chance of survival.

Hanging was at least an end to suffering. Burnt on the hands meant branding
with ared hot iron with a permanent scar. The social consequences, not to mention
physical pain, were very severe. It resulted in a lifetime of cirme and/or starvation
because even the Poor House refused admittance.

Being put in the pillory was frequently equivalent to a death sentence. The
pillory was similar to the stocks except it was on a pole. There were three holes in
this to admit the victims hands and one for the neck. Once locked in the victim was
helpless.

The town crier would always announce to the public when a person was
sentenced to serve time in the pillory. The public would collect around the town
square and when the victim was locked in the pillory, they would pelt the victim with
such things as rotten eggs, rotten vegetables, mud balls, manure, rocks, sticks or
anything that could be lifted.

After the constable locked the criminal in this pillory, he would have to run
away to avoid being pelted. So much would be thrown that often the prisoner would
suffocate. Those without friends or family to control the crowd were in serious
jeapordy.

Being sent to jail meant being exposed to numerous rats that were encouraged
to stay on the premises. At night the prisoners were kept awake because the rats
would crawl over them. Those prisoners with money could hire rat terriers to
control the vermin and also be fed a proper diet.

On September 29 fire regulations were approved and made public. Two or
three local magistrates may order a house to be pulled down, or even blown up in
order to stop a fire. The home owner to be indemnified by the town rate payers. The
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fire wards to be appointed by the Justices of the Peace. Each fire warden would
carry ared staff, 6 feet long, with a bright brass spear, 6 inches long on the top of this
staff. There were other regulations as well.

The Provincial Surveyor, Claude Morris, accompanied by Captain Lewis and
20 Rangers walked over land to what would be Lawrencetown and Cole Harbour.
They followed paths that were used by the Indians and on the beaches there had been
former settlements of French fishermen from Europe. Another abandoned area was
what would become Chezetencook. Morris was trying to determine the potential for
both lumbering and agriculture. This would be in keeping with the early
instructions from the Board for the permanent colonization of Nova Scotia.

On August 17, 1752 Captain George Scott delivered a proposal to Governor
Hopson regarding the Indian problem. This was essentially about making peace
with the Indians by giving them annual presents in return for their loyalty. Once that
happened the English would get a true knowledge of the road and the distance from
Dartmouth to the head of the River Shubenacadie and from thence find out all the
Indian passes to the mouth of it. This is at the head of the Cobequid Bay and upon
the most frequented pass, there to build a small picketed fort, in which a truckhouse
may be fixed for supplying the Indians with those things they require. His comment
was, “...we shall have one much greater advantage should the Indians think proper
to make war with us again...” This would mean having a fort upon this high road that
the Indians have always made use of when they come down to attack us.

On September 16 Hopson received a proposal from peace from the Mic Mac
Indians and their Chief, Jean Baptiste Major Cope.

On October 25 it was restored by council that a blanket should be given to each
Indian, and a half barrel of rum. Also a quantity of pork, bread, flour, pease and
molasses. This would be sufficient to serve 30 people for 3 weeks and should be
sent by Mr. Piggot to the Indians from Beaver Harbour to subsist their wives and
families during the time they come to ratify the peace.

On November 22, 1752 the Treaty of Peace was signed with the Mic Mac
Indian tribes inhabiting the eastern parts of the province. The provisions were to be
issued for 6 months for 90 of these Indians in that tribe. In the fourth article of peace
this tribe shall have free liberty of hunting and fishing as usual, and that if they shall
think a truckhouse (trading post) needful at the Shubenacadie River or any other
place of this resort, they shall have some built and proper merchandise lodged
therein for what Indians have to dispose of skins, feathers fowl, fishes, etc. This
would concern mainly Jean Baptiste Cope and his tribe of Shubenacadie Indians. A
quantity of bread was to be given to them halfyearly, and once per year on October
1 they would come for blankets, tobacco, powder and shot.

The Governor and Council received instructions from the Board that all
Foreign settlers sent to Nova Scotia should take the Oath of Allegiance before the
Council. There were 119 men and boys at the Public Works Program on George’s
Island and all took the Oath of Allegiance. Potash was to be paid a bounty. Mr.
Abrahams was allowed to have 10 foreign settlers to attend him for that purpose,
which was to work out their passages costs.
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Further instructions directed that an allowance of 3 pence per day be paid in
lieu of provisions and the money would come from England for that purpose.
Instructions to settle the foreign protestants in a suitable place led to having Morris
survey the area around Lawrencetown and Cole Harbour, but the concern was for
the lateness of the season.

Another regulation proclaimed by the Council was that all proprietors are
obliged to fence in their lands. One-half of the lot to be cleared by May 1 of 1753
and the rest cleared and fenced by May 1 of 1754. This referred to the 5 acre lots
on the peninsula. All persons who were licensed to sell liquor were to have a sign
four feet from their house.

John Connor was permitted to assign his ferry to Henry Wynne and William
Manthorn upon their giving “Bond” in the penalty of £30 for the performance of the
conditions of said act.

On October 16, 1752 Hopson received a petition from the Swiss and German
foreign Protestants. This was asking for equal treatment from the Governor and
administration. Jacob Ulrich, a German Swiss, had land taken from him and his two
sons at the Northwest Arm for not being sufficiently improved on, although there
was ablockhouse built, and he and his two sons were daily working and clearing the
land.

The Government had promised 50 acres of land and would be furnished with
all materials for building houses, furniture, beds, kettles, pans, etc. When they
arrived they were forced to do hard labour. They were given only salt provisions
except for 1 or 2 pounds of fresh beef which was to have 4 pounds of salt deducted
from the victualling list. This resulted in many starvations and they were forced to
do hard labour on empty stomachs.

“... On the vessel, Speedwell, they had each to pay one shilling per month for
the doctor without our knowing for what, since the doctor, when once asked
medicines for persons on their death beds, said he had nothing to do with us. Very
few of us got a lot of land much less necessary building materials as boards, bricks,
nails, and lime. We are obliged to hire lodgings at a very high rent. We must work
for the New Englanders who continue to drain all the money out of this province.
We must take payment in goods. Their attitude is, “’dam the Dutch Rascals,” we are
treated like slaves. The most and best of the land on this side and the other side of
the harbour (Dartmouth) is chiefly given to the New Englanders. Yet, there is little
improvement made and no one would imagine those lands had owners. We are
looked upon as despicable people sent to this colony to be their slaves.”

There was no official answer or report made regarding this petition. Hopson
wrote to the Board on December 6, 1752. His concerns were that Council advised
him to buy up as much provisions as he could get into the Harbour. There were a
number of Germans that came the year before last and are at his door everyday.
Many of them almost starving. He requested they send out supplies before the
season is too late and that would oblige him to postpone the out settling of the
“Foreigners” for another year. He complained about the trouble to keep coinage in
the province because of the traders from the neighbouring colonies. The Council
recommended that half pence to the value of £1,000 be sent out each year, also to
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send out specie of £3,000 or £4,000 in silver for a reserve to be made use of in case
money could not be procured for the Bills of Exchange. This would furnish them
with a sufficient quantity of change as it would be a great relief to the labourers, the
soldiers, and the poor sort who were encouraged to frequent unlicensed and
disorderly tippling houses where they could pass bad cut money because no fair
trader would take it in payment.

He reminded the Board that they had not provided in the estimate, the cost of
vessels to transplant the foreign settlers to the area they may be sent to settle next
year.

Another potential threat to the development of the colony was that the French
were trying to get the Swiss and Germans to dessert the area and go to Isle Royal,
or Cape Breton. A few went to Louisbourg and received 3 years provisions and 50
to 60 acres each. This was with cows, oxen, and horses. This was in a letter sent to
Johan Schafer and Jacob Gorge at Dartmouth. It was written by Johanns Huth and
Michael Grillon and it asked to give service to carpenter Borgen, and bring him
along with them. Itstated, “please come to the Mira River district and bring Borgen
along withyou. ..”

Land grants were again issued in 1752. This time to George Fotheringham on
October 18 for 350 acres on the east side of Chebucto Harbour.

Cornwallis gave Benjamin Green 233 acres on the southeast side of Chebucto
Harbour. And also 10 acres of what would be called Green Point or often referred
to as “Dartmouth Point.” This is where the shipbuilding industry would take place
in future years.

Charles Lawrence received 380 acres on the east side of Chebucto Harbour on
July 20. Also onthatdate, the Honorable John Salisbury received 90 acres of what
was referred to as “Dunk Cove,” in Chebucto Harbour.

John Rouse received a grant of 430 acres on the east side of the harbour, and
William Clapham received 200 acres. John Collier received 280 acres, John
Salisbury an additional 280 acre grant, and William Steel received 230 acres.
Benjamin Gerrish received 100 acres. These grants were received on July 20 but
not registered until November of 1752. The intention may have been to show the
settlers how optimistic the government was about a permanent settlement, but
because there was little if any development, it could only be a “land bank” for these
council members.

On August 26 Walter Clark took out a mortgage on his property, Letter D,
number 11, to Joshua Mauger. The deed was for £16:4:0.

Joseph Scott sold two lots, Letter B, number 11 and 12, to Adolph Wiederholds
for £18. This was made on May 2, 1752 but not registered until May 11, 1753.

On August 31 Samuel Blagden, innholder in Dartmouth, had a suit filed against
him by Henry Turk of Halifax. The property was auctioned to the highest bidder,
Daniel Shatford of Halifax.

On October 3 John Williams sold lot number 5 of Letter H, to John Peter De
Braze for 10 shillings.
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On March 12 Edward Stephens, a carpenter from Dartmouth, sold lot number
12 of the Letter D in Dartmouth, to William Clapham for £2:5:0. There was also a
further consideration for a “Dutch,” (German), house in the transaction with all
buildings on the lot.

On November 17, Iver Davidson, a mariner from Dartmouth by a Deed of
Exchange, had parcels of land made over by William Clapham of Dartmouth. This
land was in Dartmouth Cove. It started at a stump near the high water mark, 129 feet
from the southeast corner of Davidson’s house, then 160 feet northwest from the
stump, then west by north for 100 feet to the high water mark of the cove. Then
northeast for 294 feet, to a large post. Then southeast for 344 feet to the tide mark
and along the shore for 160 feet to the first mentioned stump.

On March 26 the Court of Vice Admiralty heard a salvage suit against the
schooner, Molly, William Sherborne master. The Molly had been cast away at Cape
Sambro. The petition was from Mr. Cornelius Durant. Captain Rouse and his crew
from the schooner, Pilot, had salvaged goods and rescued several people from the
Halifax harbour area. In the petition it mentioned how several people were
suspected of concealing goods from the shipwreck. Benjamin Green ordered a
search to be made by the marshal in any suspected place within the province for any
concealed items. If found, these items will be taken into safe custody, also the
persons in whose custody the same shall be found until further orders of this court.
The goods were cast away on Sambro Island and seven people were cited, including
Captain John Rouse. The Court ordered an inventory be made on March 28, 1752.
This would be done by Samuel Shipton and Paul Binney and they charged
£43:11:3%. A public auction was held on April 2, 1752. A total of £40 was received
after expenses of £38 and a further £17 to those who helped. The Court expenses
were £7:16:6.

On March 27, Benjamin Green notified Mr. Jeremiah Rogers and Iver
Davidson that the brigantine, Hamilton, George Runks, master, was laden with
bread and flour from Philadelphia to Halifax. In a severe wind storm she was blown
off course to the West Indes. The Hamilton arrived in Halifax very late and part of
the cargo was damaged. The cargo was insured and Green asked them to make a
careful study and survey of the condition of the cargo and then make a report. This
was the vessel that supplied bread and flour to the settlers in the Halifax harbour
area.

The report of April 26, 1752 stated, “. . .we have surveyed the cargo and
separated the good from the bad . . . There were 168 barrels of bread and also a
parcel of loose bread. There were 141 barrels of flour that is unfit for His Majesty’s
use. Green then ordered a public auction to sell what they could.” This would be
sold in 17 lots of one tonne each for the price of £3 to £4 per tonne. A total of
£247:13:1 wasreceived. The court charges were £10:4:0. The surveyors costs were
£24:11:6 and the judges expenses were £16:13:6.

On June 22 the trial of the schooner “Mercy,” William Dolliver, master, was
held. The Mercy had been seized by Captain Rouse on the sloop 4lbany, for
carrying illicit and contraband trade goods. The cargo included Spanish iron and
casks of wine. The libellant would be Governor Cornwallis because the shipment
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did not come from England nor was the vessel owned by an English person. When
seized in British waters the statutes allowed the vessel and cargo to be forfeited to
the Crown. When inspected by Charles Little, the Mercy was also found to be laden
with saltin the hold. Under this salt was hidden the wine casks and 145 Spanish iron
bars. The court ordered the vessel, equipment and cargo to be auctioned to the
highest bidder at the house of William Pigott. An appraisal was given by John
Kinselagh, Charles Hayes, and Thomas Hardwell.

The master, William Dolliver, bought the schooner for £155. The cargo iron
was sold for £238. The commission on the sales were £4:15:2, court costs were
£43:3:0. One-third went to His Majesty, thatis £63:14:4, another third to Governor
Cornwallis, and the other third went to the informant, John Rouse.

On October 14 there was another hearing of a salvage suit for the goods from
the sloop, Charming Nancy, ovwer, Daniel Shatford. It was storm bound and
stranded at Ship Harbour on the Eastern shore. Two vessels were asked to assist the
salvaging with the promise of a reward. Thomas Gillard, master of the vessel,
Kingfisher, was on a fishing voyage and the crew picked up some of the ship
wrecked sailors just off Owl’s Harbour. They were floating on a raft. They told of
the shipwreck and the distress of the others. The crew of the Kingfisher took the
survivors and what goods they could salvage to Halifax. An inventory was ordered
on October 16 and the value of the cargo was rated at £175:19:1.

Some friendly Mic Mac Indians had also assisted in the rescue and the court
ordered a memorial to be read on their behalf, as well as, a reward of £30 be given
by Malachy Salter and Daniel Malcom. Thomas Gillard testified that on October 5
he was at Ship Harbour and found Captain Malcom shipwrecked with some Indians,
who tried to help them by killing fowls for their food. This sustained them until they
were rescued. On leaving, they promised to give the Indians flour and bread.
“Nothing makes them more resentful than a broken promise . . .” they said. Any
fisherman who would have to go ashore for safety would be in great jeopardy of
losing their life, and the promise had been made in front of witnesses. The court was
asked to give order that the promise made by Captain Malcom to the Indians may
be performed with all convenient speed, that the memorialist and others be not
hindered from the exercise of their calling. Which must inevitably terminate in the
ruin of many.

This statement was made by Otis Little, the Advocate General, on behalf of the
Indians concerned in the salvage operation. The public auction of the salvaged
goods was held on October 23. The amount raised was £116:11:6. The court costs
were £19:6:2, and for the Indians £33:16:5 was set aside. The crew and Thomas
Gillard on the schooner, Ann, received £20. James Fullerton and crew of the
Kingfisher received £20. Malachy Salter received £3:11:0 for storage space. To the
master of the sloop, Charming Nancy, Richard Mail, and crew men Noble Row and
Nicholas Bag, were given £5 each. The court retained the rest in the Lands of the
Registrar of the Court for the use and benefit of such persons as it shall appear to the
“Court of Right to Belong unto.”

There was some very distressing news from Boston this year. The smallpox
epidemic was raging. Funerals were without ceremony and business had stagnated.
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The Custom House in Halifax began to list the vessels that were entering and
clearing for outbound destinations.

Entered in May was: Captain Rudyard from St. Christophers; Captain Lowell
from North Carolina; Captain Musvere from Portsmouth; Captain Westlade from
Corke; Captain Martin from London; Captain MacLean from Boston; Captains
Dalton, Gwyn and Simonton from Newbury;

Cleared out were the following: Captain Tubes for the Bay of Fundy; Captain
Simpson for Piscataqua; Captain Musvere for Portsmouth; Captains Dalton, Gwyn
and Simonton for Newfoundland.

In June, the talk of the towns was about a sea monster, a female, was taken
within the mouth of our harbour. The body was the size of a large ox. It was covered
with short hair. The skin 1% inch thick, loose and rough; neck short and thick,
resembling a bull. The upper jaw had two teeth, 9 or 10 inches long, crooking
downwards, supposed to be ivory. It was shown for several days. The fat of it is,
“trying up,” in order to make oil.

Advertised for sale, just imported, to be sold by Joshua Mauger at Major
Lockman’s store in Halifax, several Negro slaves. For example, a very likely Negro
wench, of about 35 years of age, a Creole born, brought up in a Gentleman’s family.

Three criminals were executed here on Monday last, pursuant to their
sentences. Another was reprieved at the Gallows. They seemed to die in a penitent
frame of mind. They confessed their crimes, begging prayers of the spectators, and
warning them against those sins which resulted in their execution.

H.M.S. Torrington arrived in five weeks from London. Advice brought was
that Governor Hopson would embark on the H.M.S. Jason, from here to Halifax, at
the end of this month of June.

From the Custom House in June it was reported the following entered: Captain
Wheeler from Boston; Captain Bramham from Barbadoes; Captain Miller from
London; Captain Troy from Dublin and Captain Green from Rhode Island.

Cleared out was: Captain Tingley for New York; Captain Young for Casco
Bay; Captain Graham for Bay of Fundy; Captain Rudyard for New York; Captains
MacLean, Homer and Prince for Boston and Captain Law for Newfoundland.

In July, there was a public notice about a runaway slave named Henry Binfield.
He was an English indented servant that came to Halifax in 1751 on the
Marlborough. Areward was offered if anyone would turn him in to the subscriber
Eropmas Phillips, from Annapolis Royal, or to Captain Mauger.

In July, there were published notices for maid servants and men servants, who
were accustomed to family business. Other notices published locally included the
ship, Warren, now lying at Mr. Barnard’s wharf, together with all her stores. The
hull, three masts, and bowsprit to be set up at £300 according to the valuation of
Captain Joseph Rouse and Mr. Thomas Hardwell, shipwright; one-half of the
purchase money to be paid down immediately, the other one-half in three months.
Mr. Richard Bulkeley had a notice published forbidding the cutting of any wood
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from Cornwallis (now McNabs) Island, also any taking away of wood already cut,
would result in the same prosecution.

The Custom House reported the following for the month of July entered:

Captain Holden from London Captain Slaytor from Newfoundland

Captain Trapp from New London Captain Prince from St. Martins

Captain Andrews from Newcastle Captain Lunt from Philadelphia

Captain Dull from Musqueto Shore Captains Davis and Lovett from
Barbadoes

Captains Homer and Baschard from Boston = Captains Adams and Holmes from
Jamaica

Captains Wade, Grow, Clark, and Lunt from North Carolina

Captains Owen, Burrit, and Higgins from Connecticut

Cleared out:
Captain Miller for Annapolis Royal Captain Bennet for New York
Captain Woodside for Rhode Island Captain Deane for Connecticut
Captain Rosse for Jamaica Captain Robinson for Bermuda
Captain Storer for North Carolina Captain Green for Newfoundland
Captain Stapleton for Boston Captain Cox for Casco Bay
Captains Ford and Tuston for the West Indes Captains Jones and Phillips for

London

Captains Smallridge and Archer for Newfoundland

In August, there was a plan, called a “scheme,” for a lottery to raise the sum of
£450. This was to build a lighthouse at Cape Sambro. The number of tickets would
be 1,000, at £3 each. There would be a total of 200 prizes, from £500 to £7. A total
of 15 percent to be deducted from the fortunate tickets and the remainder to be paid
without any deduction. To be drawn publicly at the Town-House.

A reward of £10 was offered for the recovery of a large white bottomed canoe
with a new mackerel seine (Net) of 50 fathoms long. The canoe was found bottom
up near Gorham’s Point, with the rudder near by and the tiller under it, but no net has
been since seen or heard of. Apply to Robert Miller for the reward, if information
will prove who stole the property, or the return of the net.

A severe wind storm struck the harbour and the two towns on a Sunday evening.
Several frames and houses in the towns were very badly damaged. There were close
to 100 trees blown down. At George’s Island a tree was blown down across a new
building and several of the Germans employed there were injured.

In August there was a schooner, 50 tons, launched that was designed for the
fishery. It was named the Hopson, out of respect to Governor Hopson, who, with
Colonel Cornwallis and some other Gentlemen in a barge, were passing by and saw
the launch. A schooner was built on the same stocks previously but, it was captured
by the Indians at Canso before making her first freight of fish. There is another
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schooner on the stocks, to be launched in a few days, also destined for the fishery.
A report stated there would be a new snow, about 150 tons, to be set up soon and it
will be finished with all possible speed.

In August, the Custom House reported vessels entering Halifax harbour from
Ireland, 1 from Fyal, 2 from New London, 1 from Salem, 1 from Boston and 2 from
Newport.

Vessels cleared out were: 1 to Marblehead, 1 to Philadelphia, 1 for
Newfoundland, 1 for Cape-Ann, 1 for Piscataqua, 1 for New-London and 1 for
Bilboa.

At a court martial, one man was shot for desertion and another received 600
lashes. The man who was shot had deserted 15 times from different Regiments
before he was caught.

In a report from Boston, a man, Thomas Stannard, came here from Canada by
land. About 15 months ago he, with several others, were taken captive by Indians
who attacked the new settled town of Dartmouth, opposite Halifax in Nova Scotia,
and carried captive to Canada. He and seven others taken at different times and
places, were recovered out of the hands of the French by a Captain Stevens. This
officer was sent to Canada by this Government last winter to redeem as many of our
unhappy countrymen from their captivity as he could.

In October, a woman who had been taken captive at the massacre in Dartmouth,
returned to Halifax on a vessel from New York. She also must have been ransomed
and taken back to the American colonies.

For the month of September, the Custom-House reported as entered: 3 vessels
from New London; 7 vessels from Boston; 1 from Cape Ann; 3 from York; 1 from
Rhode Island; 2 from Casco Bay, 1 from Piscataqua; 1 from Cork; 1 from London;
3 from Rotterdam; 1 from Salem and 1 from Ipswich.

Vessels that cleared out were the following: 1 for South Carolina; 3 for New
London; 2 for York; 1 for Barbadoes; 2 for Casco-Bay; 5 for Boston; 2 for
Piscataqua; 1 for Fryall, and 1 for Rhode Island. There were also 1 for New York;
1 for Virginia, and 1 for Philadelphia.

In September, Governor Hopson, attended by Governor Cornwallis, and His
Majesty’s Council and others, reviewed the three Regiments stationed here.

In October, the talk of the towns was about Mary Walker arriving here from
Philadelphia. She was said to be, “under God,” and by her directions has enabled
women to bear children that never had any before, although married for many years.
She has certificates to prove herself to the public. She will wait on any person at
their houses if sent for. She requires no money before, “she effects what she
proposesupon . ..”

Goods were advertised by the local merchants and it was noted that the
merchant is willing to exchange European goods with any person for suitable,
“. .. Produce of America.” The Barter system was still very active at this early stage
of development, it was most essential.
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In October, the Custom-House reported as entered in: 1 from Philadelphia, 1
from Dublin, 1 from Rhode Island and 1 from York. Cleared out: 1 for York, 1 for
Casco-Bay, 1 for Barbadoes and 1 for Virginia.

There was a sad note to report regarding the crew of the HM.S. Torrington. On
a Sunday, 16 or 18 hands of crew were tipped over in a small boat. All had to swim
away, but although rescued the carpenter and carpenter’s mate were so far gone, that
they died that same day. It was calm when the boat upset so they said it was either
carelessness or design that caused the accident.

In November, three men were found guilty of Burglary and felony at the Court
of Assize. They received the sentence of death and behaved very passionately,
begging for mercy.

On the anniversary of His Majesty’s Birth Day, now seventy years old, the
same was observed here with great demonstrations of loyalty and joy. In the
forenoon the Gentlemen of His Majesty’s Council, the Gentlemen of the Clergy, the
officers of the three Regiments, and other Gentlemen of distinction, waited on His
Excellency, the Governor, with their respective compliments on the joyful occasion
and were handsomely received.

At noon the Royal Salute was paid by the discharge of 21 cannons from the
parade and from George’s Island. The colors onboard H.M.S 4/bany, and all the
other ships and vessels in the harbour were displayed. The evening was concluded
with illuminations and all the other expressions of joy and loyalty that could be
expected from such an infant settlement.

The Customs-House reported the following vessels for November entered: 2
from Piscataqua, 2 from York, 1 from Philadelphia, 3 from Boston, 1 from Oporto.
1 from Newfoundland, 1 from Annapolis Royal, 1 from Salem, 1 from New York,
1 from Liverpool and 1 from Dublin.

Cleared outward were: 2 for Portsmouth, 1 for Casco Bay, 2 for New York, 2
for New London, 1 for Piscataqua, 1 for Chignecto, 1 for Cork, 2 for York, 1 for
South Carolina, 1 for Philadelphia, 1 for Boston and 1 for Ipswich.

On December 15 a “Charity” sermon was preached in the Episcopal Church by
Reverend Breynton. For this occasion several congregations of Protestants united
in their attendance, after which a handsome collection was made for the poor. The
following week it was considered that a House of Corrections be built forthwith for
the suppression of Petty Larcenies and other evils that daily happen through the
idleness of several persons of both sexes, who refuse to labour at their proper calling
for reasonable prices. The Delinquents are to be employed in such sort of hard
labour as may be most beneficial to the colony.

For December, the Customs-House listed the following entered: 4 from
Boston, 2 from Philadelphia, 2 from New York, 1 from South Carolina and 1 from
Salem. Cleared out: 3 for Boston, 2 for South Carolina, 2 for York, 1 for Virginia
and 1 for New London.
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1753

At the beginning of the year a public inquiry was requested into the partiality
of the Justices of the Inferior Court. Cornwallis, worn out and exhausted, was
replaced by now Governor Hopson. It didn’t take Hopson very long to become
aware of the jealousy and animosity between the settlers from England and
Germany and those who came up from the American colonies.

Hopson added four new names to the bench and also he recommended the
Board of Trade and Plantations send over a Chief Justice and an Attorney General.
One of the most important events was the German settlers going to Merliguesh (now
called Lunenburg). Some of the Dartmouth Germans left for Merliguesh. Butsome
stayed to help develop the agriculture and the fishery. Some who left for this new
settlement kept their Dartmouth lots in case the new settlement didn’t work to their
expectations.

During 1753 the so called “Dram Sellers” began to openly advertise their
products in the Halifax Gazette. It stated, “... for the encouragement of the
inhabitants of Halifax, sell at their respective Distilling Houses, good full proof
Nova Scotia Rum at £0:2:3 per gallon in quantities of not less than 20 gallons and
by smaller quantities as low as 3 gallons at £0:2:5 per gallon ...” Joshua Mauger, for
a further encouragement to his customers will give one cask of rum in advance, to
be paid for when they receive the second, provided they are people of good
character.” Signed Joshua Mauger and Jonathan Prescott.

The three taverns in Dartmouth belonging to Ezekiel Gilman, Walter and Mary
Clark, and Samuel Blagdon, were not competition because the above prices referred
to the “good stock™ of rum but, the Indians and common laborers on the Public
Works Program still preferred the lesser quality at a cheaper price. This led to
competition with the “illegal trade” which didn’t pay for inspection or a duty.

Efforts to stern this were tried but not successful. Another attempt was an order
from the Council Chambers on July 6, 1753. It stated, “ Whereas there are many
persons who have licences to retail spirituous liquors that have not complied with
the late regulations of the Governor and Council, which obliges all persons having
licences to put up a sign, and to cause their names to be written thereon and that they
sell spirituous liquors by licence. If not complied to within eight days, the penalty
of their several bonds will be immediately levied.” They also set the price of beer
at 18 pence per gallon.

Regardless of the loss of potential income for the Government, which would be
used to pay a bounty on the fishery and agriculture, industry in general continued to
grow. Lumbering was was growing very fast and successful, agriculture was
holding up its end, but the greatest asset for this struggling colony was the Fishery.
The Atlantic fishing banks had the greatest nursery of cod in the world. One report
stated, “... for more than 250 years the fishery had been the scene of manifold
rivalries in which the mainland of Nova Scotia played a passive part.” This had the
international competition in which countries like Portugal and Spain had given way
to France and England. Now France was confined to the area of St. Pierre and
Micquelon, the west coast of Newfoundland and now again at Louisburg. This
brought on the “Seven Years War,” and Louisburg would change hands for the last
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time. This fishing trade was too important to permit rivals on the European markets.

Prior to this the contest between the Europeans on the Grand Banks was to
catch the fish, then ship it back perserved in brine. This was called the “green
fishery.” Now small local vessels would improve the value by reducing the bulk by
drying the split fish on shore. This dry fishery was more renumerative. The most
efficient fishery was based at ports nearest these fishing grounds when beaches and
lost of sun was available. Nova Scotians now had the chance to develop her fishery
instead of merely serving as a summer base for New England fishermen. New
England merchants had their own “agenda” which included trading with the French.

The Lords of Trade and Plantations realized this and they continued to recruit
experienced fishermen from Dartmouth, England, and other areas that developed
the fishery around England. This would protect the monopoly of the English
merchants.

In Dartmouth, Nova Scotia, the fishermen had to remain in the protection of the
garrisons. This impeded their ability to use all the beaches and coves around the
harbour as well as those nearby along the coast. Beach space and fish lots were now
very important to the administration of Governor Hopson and his council. Their
loyalties were with the merchants in London and their merchant agents in Halifax
and New England. The result was now any property with water frontage was very
expensive and in high demand.

Within the town of Dartmouth there were 53 families for a total of 195 people:
81 males over 16; 47 females over 16; 29 males under 16, and 38 females under 16.
The port of Halifax, being ice free during the winter months, continued to be a centre
of trade and commerce for the fledgeling colony.

On January 5 the trading schooner (name unknown), Captain Homer, entered
from Boston. Cleared outward, was Captain Atkinson for New York; and Captains
Ross, Gilliard and Miller for Barbadoes in the West Indes.

On January 12 cleared outward was: Captain Prince for Barbadoes, and
Captains Brown, Stover and Rodick for Boston.

On January 26 entered inward was: Captain Florence and Dunham from
Boston, Captain Spellen and Sears from New York, and Captain Wilson from
Piscataqua. Piscataqua, in New Hampshire, was combined Royal Navy Yard and
supply centre for all forms of naval timber. Since there was yet no Dockyard, or
King’s Yard in Halifax, all the naval timber requirements for the naval vessels
stationed in Halifax would come from Piscataqua.

On the Dartmouth side of the harbour a report was issued that Mr. George
Gerrish of this town, blacksmith, last week finished making a “Crank” for the new
sawmill being built in Dartmouth. This crank weighs 1700 Ibs. weight or seventeen
hundred weight. It is esteemed as well made as any in Holland. The mill will be
wind driven and the crank, or shaft, will operate 18 saws.

On February 19 entered inward was Captain Staniford from Ipswich. Cleared
outward were: 2 vessels for Marblehead, 1 for Barbadoes, 2 vessels for Piscataqua,
1 for Cape-Cod, and 1 vessel for New York.
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Captain Joseph Rouse, who lately arrived here in the schooner, Dolphin, which
is employed as a Pilot boat, in his passage to the westward of this place, near Port
Mutoon, espied a sloop drove up high and dry upon the beach. There was a boat
from the shore heading towards them so they waited. This proved to be the boat that
belonged the wrecked vessel. It contained Captain Nathaniel Adams and his crew,
who then begged Captain Rouse’s assistance. They were granted a supply of
provisions until they saved their cargo. Then they tried to remove the sloop but
failed to do so. Captain Rouse then returned Captain Adams to this place. Adams
made an agreement with Captain Moore of York to return to the stranded vessel to
take in the cargo of cotton, wood and molasses.

Contrary to this agreement, Captain Adams sailed for Boston on another
vessel. The sloop had been bound for Piscataqua from the West Indes.

Vessels entered inwards were: 1 from Ipswich. Vessels cleared outward were:
2 for Marblehead, 1 for Barbadoes, 2 for Piscataqua, 1 for Cape-Cod and 1 for New
York.

From the local newspaper, the Halifax Gazette, appeared the following
advertisement, ... Deserted. From their master, Captain Joseph Rouse of
Cornwallis Island, Richard Brown, a short well-set fellow about 30 years old, by
trade a “Butcher,” with a blue waist coat and cloth trousers. Also a lad named
Richard Harrod, about 16 years old, who is pretty well known in Halifax. Whoever
shall apprehend both or either of them, or give information to the “Printer” where
they may be found, shall be suitably rewarded for their trouble and all masters of
vessels are cautioned against concealing or carrying them out of the place, as they
would avoid the penalty in such cases provided . . .”

On February 17, 1753 the following advertisement appeared in the Halifax
Gazette “. . . Joshua Mauger and Jonathan Prescott, for the encouragement of the
inhabitants of the town, sell at their respective Distilling Houses, good full proof
Nova Scotia rum at 2 shillings, 3 pence per gallon in quantities not less than 20
gallons; and by smaller quantities as low as three gallons at 2 shillings and 6 pence
per gallon. Joshua Mauger, for a further encouragement to his customers will give
credit, one cask of rum in advance, to be paid for when they receive the second,
provided they are people of good character.”

Vessels entered inward on February 16 included: 1 from New York and 2 from
Boston. Vessels cleared outincluded: 2 for Boston, 1 for New York, 1 for Piziquid
and 1 for Newfoundland.

On February 28, 1753 vessels entered inward were: 1 from Boston, 1 from
New-London, and 1 from the Virgin Islands. Vessels cleared outward were: 1 for
Casco-Bay, 1 for York, and 1 for Boston.

The sloop, Janson, and Captain Cook had left Halifax about six weeks ago for
North Carolina, but returned due to the extremely bad condition of the vessel. They
found her timbers so rotten that they would not bear boarding or could even hold a
spike. The vessel, and what remains of the cargo, is to be sold at public auction for
the benefit of the insurers.

On March 16 vessels entered the port of Halifax were: 1 from Boston, 1 from
New-London and 1 from the Virgin Island. Vessels cleared outward were: 1 for
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Casco-Bay, 1 for York and 1 for Boston. The previous week had entered: 1 from
Wells, 1 from Piscataqua, 1 from Boston and 1 from York. Cleared out were: 2
from Boston and 1 for New York.

On March 22, 1753 a proclamation was issued for forming a militia in this
province. Every inhabitant and settler, between the ages of 16 to 60, are obliged to
provide themselves and servants with good and sufficient fire-arms and ammunition
by the 22 of May next, under the penalty of a 40 shillings fine, or one month
imprisonment and hard labour.

On March 26, 1753 an act was passed by the Governor and Council forbidding
the destruction of fences made on the 5 acre lots and near the towns of Halifax and
Dartmouth, and on penalty of being whipped at the public whipping post and
suffering six months imprisonment and hard labour.

The most predominant issue at this time seemed to be the internal bickering and
hostility between the settlers and the administrators. A memorial from 14 of the
leading citizens and businessmen was sent to Governor Hopson praying for a public
inquiry about the charge of partiality of the justices of the Inferior Court. These
judges were Charles Morris, James Monk, John Duport, Robert Ewer, and William
Bourn. They were Justices of the Peace and also Judges of the Inferior Court of
Common Pleas for the town and county. They were later charged by a second
petition, more numerously signed.

On March 1 the Governor and Council pronounced their opinion, by which the
justices were exculpated on all the charges. In their collective agreement the
Governor and Council stated, “. . . we cannot without earnestly recommending
Peace and Unanimity to all, a thing so necessary at all times for the general good.
More especially at this time and in this place, where His Majesty’s Government is
already too much obstructed by the malice and wicked designs of his secret enemies
that may possibly be round about us . . .”

Hopson had to exercise his authority but at the same time prevent any suspicion
of partiality from the Bench. He added four new Judges and two of these were
signers of the petition. He also realized how sensitive this could be in the future so
he recommended the Board in London send over a Chief Justice and an Attorney
General to give credence and authority to the courts.

In April, Captain Taggart in one of the sloops belonging to this Government,
sailed to England with dispatches from the Governor. The Honorable John
Salisbury, one of His Majesty’s council, went along to represent this province.

On April 15 the report of vessels entering the port of Halifax included: 1 from
New York, 1 from Rhode Island, 1 from South Carolina and 1 from Barbadoes.
Cleared out was: a vessel for Chignecto and 1 for New York.

On April 20 vessels entered included: 1 from Philadelphia, 2 from York, 1 from
New York, 2 from Boston and 1 from New-London. Cleared outwards included: 1
for the Bay of Fundy, 1 for Boston, 1 for Salem and 1 for Newfoundland.

On April 27, vessels entered included: 1 from Barbadoes and 1 from New
Jersey. Cleared outward was: 1 for Casco-Bay, 2 for Philadelphia, 1 for New York,
1 for Rhode Island and 1 for York.
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Atthe Court of Assize held this session, two men, Mr. Allen and Mr. Bonsides,
were tried for uttering counterfeit quarters of dollars and half pistereens. Allen was
acquitted but Bonsides was found guilty. On the same day a Mr. Dodge, who just
arrived from New England, was tried and found guilty of uttering counterfeit
Doubloons made of a base metal. Also on that day, a Sergeant Presberry of the
Train of Artillery, was found guilty of Sodomitical practices.

The hours of operation for the ferry between Halifax and Dartmouth were
regulated and posted in the public room of each Ferry House in Halifax and
Dartmouth.

The militia of this town and suburbs appeared in April, according to a previous
proclamation, with their Arms and Ammunition. When His Excellency attended
with several Gentlemen of the Army, after viewing their arms, etc., dismissed them.
This did not apply to the Foreign Protestant settlers as it is intended they shall be
formed at their own settlements. In a separate report one of them stated as a
condition to agree to come to this colony, that they would be growing corn and not
soldiers.

At a Council meeting on March 26, 1753 an Act was passed to prevent the
destruction and theft of fences within the peninsula of Halifax and town of
Dartmouth and other farms and lots of land situated near Halifax harbour and
Bedford Basin.

It was also decided to pass an Act stating that “convicted offenders will be
given 40 lashes at the Common Whipping Post, and 6 months hard labour at the
House of Correction (when erected). In the meantime 6 months in His Majesty’s
Goal in Halifax, without Bail or Main Prize.”

Between February 15 to April 15 the Government victualled 967 people and a
further 1,047 people named on the compassion list. The total number of people now
being victualled was 2,014 on a daily basis. The “Foreign” settlers who came in
1752 were recommended to be put on the Compassion list for the winter. The
Council was of the opinion that they should be struck off, as soon as the Fishery
becomes plentiful.

Governor Hopson commented that work is especially recommended in his
instructions from the Board in London. The Council was of the opinion that they
should be offered to work off their debt (transportation costs) by working on
George’s Island. Ifnot willing they should be employed to clear the Common of this
town, which they seem to be more willing to undertake and which when done, will
be a great means of subsisting the poor of this place without the assistance of
government. Also some of them repair the beach or anything for the public service
that should be found expedient.

The Council had another meeting on May 10 and it was mentioned that the
Indian tribes at LeHave said they wanted to make peace. Now it was resolved in
Council that the settlement intended to be made at Merlegish would be called the
Township of Lunenburg and the district thereof to be hereafter ascertained.

On May 26, 1753 three Justices of the Peace were appointed for this new
township of Lunenburg. A total of 14 transports from 60 to 98 tons and the sloop
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York, Captain Cobb, were used to transport the “Foreign” settlers. There were also
92 Regular soldiers and 66 Rangers. Colonel Lawrence was instructed to take
command of the troops and settlers.

In June, the fleet under convoy of H.M.S. A/bany, Captain Rouse, and also two
other convoy vessels, set sail with the Germans and Swiss that were designed to
settle at Merlegish (Lunenburg). They arrived on June 16 aMonday morning. They
met with no obstruction at all. The report was very favourable, soil exceedingly
good, very tall grass growing and fruit trees all in bloom. The three convoy vessels
returned to Halifax to escort another group of settlers for the future settlement of
Lunenburg. On the return voyage it was reported that several houses, and 2
blockhouses were already raised and would soon be covered in.

On June 29, 1753 a memorial from Lt. Robert Campbell was presented to the
Council. This man had been recommended by the former Governor, Edward
Cornwallis. He had arrived in Halifax, after serving in the army in England and was
a Deputy Commissioner. He was given a command of a considerable detachment
of Rangers at Dartmouth and entrusted with the management of settling that place
and to direct the militia there. He was also to make a report of the committee for the
conduct of the Commissary of Stores and Provisions at Halifax. This was inrequest
to be appointed to some office so as to support himself and carry on his
improvements.

On July 7, 1753 areport was issued from the Secretary’s office that the militia
for the Halifax peninsula and parts adjacent would be divided into 2 Battalions. The
first of 12 companies, the second of 10 companies, and 1 company for Dartmouth
under the command of Captain William Clapham, Richard Emery and Samuel
Blagdon, as officers.” Allmen, from 16 to 60, residing in the town, in the North and
South suburbs, and at Dartmouth, are to observe the Orders and Directions of their
respective officers according to the Act for establishing and regulating the militia.

By this time the “dram sellers” were openly advertising their products. In an
advertisement in the Halifax Gazette on February 17.

On July 23, 1753 Hopson sent a report to the Board in London. Herelated the,
“state of affairs” in Nova Scotia. This included how he sent surveyors to Merlegish
and the expense of weighing, housing and coopering provisions and how
considerable it was. The weighing was exceedingly necessary as the provisions
often fell short of the weight it was shipped for. The coopering prevented accidents
(of weight loss)—sheds for provisioning were wanted and he was obliged to have
them built ... He Said he could not prevail on the Foreign settlers to work on
George’s Island before they left. He said he was trying to save on the allowance of
firewood for the troops ... Land around Halifax had been granted, the proprietors
make a profit on the wood as they export it to the continent ... I was obliged to send
2 surgeons to Lunenburg, the other 3 take care of Halifax and Dartmouth. The
Philadelphia flour shipments fall short from £4 to £9 for each barrel. The pease sent
from New York are all damaged.”

Mr. Otis Little, formerly the Commissary of Stores, left for the West Indes. His
finances are in bad plight. His creditors had attached everything they could find.
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The provisions from Mr. Chauncey Townsend fell short when examined. (This
short fall included) pork by 4,407 1bs., butter by 178 Ibs., and pease by 54" bushels.

The English parliament voted £47,167:6:6 for the charge of the colony of Nova
Scotia for 1753. Previously in the estimate of expenditure it had been suggested to
erect a Battery, called Fort Clearance, on the eastern side of Halifax harbour
opposite George’s Island. An old Indian path was made into a road between the
town plot and this new fortress. Also more soldiers were added to the 40th
Regiment who were assigned to this new fortress. This had been suggested by
Richard Bulkeley in 1752. The estimate was for a Battery of 6 guns with a double
palisaded Fort in the rear and a barracks for a detachment of troops. This would
mean clearing the ground, moving earth then building the Battery. Platforms, posts,
palisades, ribbands and mails. Also material and workmanship the gate and making
Banquettes (raised runways along the inside of a parapet or the bottom of a trench,
or araised footway. The barrack to be 45 ft. by 20 ft. Wide, with a pitched roof. The
shed for stores would be 12 ft by 10 ft, and materials for a mobile magazine. The
estimated cost was £375:12:3.

In April, 1753 John Collier became Judge of His Majesty’s Court of Vice
Admiralty. His first case as the new judge involved a sloop, Hannah, from Rhode
Island that had its cargo damaged at sea during a bad storm. A memorial by
Malachy Salter was read and the amount claimed was for £50. These goods were
sold at public auction and the balance was put in Register’s funds that was due to the
owner or insurers to the sum of £37. Salter then petitioned the court for the balance
and it was so ordered on November 10, 1753.

On June 19 a gondola was seized at Fairbanks wharfin Halifax. There were 11
hogsheads and one cask of rum, and two casks of tobacco. These had not been
entered or reported with Henry Newton, the Collector of the Province. Therefore,
it was liable for seizure and condemnation.

The Court ordered Joseph Pierpent, Halifax merchant and proprietor of the
gondola, to be charged with libel. The vessel and goods were condemned to be sold
by public auction, at the Pontac Inn, to the highest bidder. The sum raised was
£130:19:7. One-third, or £36:9:7"2 went to His Majesty, another third to the
Governor, and the other third to Henry Newton. The court fees were set at
£21:10:8%.

On July 18 the Court ordered a public auction on the sloop, Phebe, the sloop
Polly, and their sundry goods for illegal transportation. This included 6 hogsheads
of French wine, one large chest of tea, 14 barrels of tar (or pitch) and 2V barrels of
tobacco. The Court ordered a public auction to dispose of the “tackle” and vessels.
The total raised was for £210:13:5 on the first libel. The second libel raised
£197:18:0, less charges of £38:16:8. One-third to His Majesty was £53:0:5 ,
another third to the Government, and the last third to the prosecutor Henry Newton.

The Inferior Court of Common Pleas, with the new members, was also busy this
year. This court ordered Ezekiel Gilman to pay William Draper, surgeon, Halifax,
the sum of £2:8:0 damages, and £1:12:6 the first Tuesday of June, 1753.

On June 17 Gilman was ordered to pay £31:7:7 to Thomas King, Halifax
storekeeper, by the first Tuesday of September, 1753.
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On August 16 Gilman was ordered to pay £10:19:3 to Malachy Salter by the
first Tuesday of September, 1753.

On December 24 Captain William Clapham of Dartmouth, was summoned to
pay George Gerrish the sum of £33:10:8 and 3 farthings with costs. This was to be
paid on the first Tuesday of March in 1754. Captain Clapham sought an appeal. On
April 15 the verdict was that Clapham should pay £20 and both William Nesbitt and
John Calbeck to pay £10 each. There were several repair bills for the machinery at
the sawmill, as well as, for the victualling of those settlers who worked at this mill
at Dartmouth Cove.

By this year there were 3 taverns operating in Dartmouth. There was plenty of
competition from Halifax and the prices were down, but the tax on rum and spirits
was needed for the administration of the colony. Also the taxes were needed to pay
a bounty on the Fishery and on Agriculture which were being developed. The
Fishery was rapidly growing because the cod fishery had been thriving for the
previous 250 years by fishermen in Europe. This led to great rivalry between the
European countries and it would soon be the chief cause of the Seven Years War.

In London, England, there was a notice that said upwards of 30 sailing ships
were fitting out on the River Thames for the Greenland Fishery this coming season.
Ships were needed to patrol the fishing grounds and the Navy in England stated that
10,000 seamen will be granted for this service this year. This was 2,000 more than
last year. The man-of-war ships put into commission as guard ships included 7 at
the Portsmouth yard, 5 at the Plymouth yard and 4 at the Chatham yard. Later that
year the Board of Admiralty put another 5 ships into commission. A large quantity
of naval stores were ordered to be shipped for the use of His Majesty’s ships
stationed at New England.

On May 4, 1753 there were 6 vessels entered in the harbour. Two schooners
and a sloop from Boston. A sloop from New-London, and two schooners from
Maryland. Cleared outward was: a schooner for Canso-Bay and 3 sloops for
Newfoundland.

The property transactions for Dartmouth included a Deed Poll registration on
April 18. This was between William Foy the Provost Marshall of Nova Scotia and
Joshua Mauger for the sum of £16:4:0 currency to satisfy an execution of said
Joshua Mauger against Walter Clark, a Tavern keeper. This was lot D, number 11.
The Deed was transferred to Joshua Mauger.

In 1753 properties began to change ownership in Dartmouth. On August 31
Samuel Blagdon, Innkeeper, had a suite filed against him by Henry Turk. Blagdon
lost property in Halifax and at a public auction, his land in Halifax was purchased
by Daniel Shatford.

Joseph Cole received lot number 18 in Letter F; Jacob Hartling received lot
number 11 in Letter L; Michael Hartling received lot number 10 in Letter F; and
William Howard received lot number 1 of Letter C.

On January 2 Josiah Rogerson sold lots number 2 and 3 of Letter A, to Joshua
Mauger for £15:8:0, along with lot number 16 in Letter N.
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On February 7 Thomas Bourn sold lots number 13 and 14 of Letter D to John
Waite for £10:16:6.

On April 18 William Foye, the Provost Marshal, had to confiscate lot number
11 of Letter D from Walter Clark. This lot was put up in public auction and Mauger
was high bidder at £16:4:0.

On May 18 Joseph Scott sold lots number 11 and 12 of Letter B, to Adolph
Wiederholds for £18 sterling. The next day, in order to satisfy an execution by
Michael Sexton, Halifax tailor, against Thomas Harding, Cordwainer, the Provost
Marshal sold lot number 5 of Letter B to Sexton for £6:3:1.

On July 20 William Clapham received a grant of land for 200 acres in
Dartmouth from Governor Hopson. This land grant was bounded on the South
West by aroad for 50 rods on land belonging to the sawmill, then 28 rods on the mill
river just below the mill, 25 rods on the land of Captain Iver Davidson by 2 courses,
36 rods and along Dartmouth Cove for several courses to ungranted land laid out for
the mill.

John Williams sold lot number 5 of Letter K to Johan Peter DeBraze for 10
shillings. Edward Stevens, Dartmouth carpenter, sold lot number 12 of Letter D to
William Clapham for £2:5:0, and also for a further consideration of a Dutch
(German) house and other buildings on the lot.

On June 2 Iver Davidson, mariner of Dartmouth, and William Clapham signed
a Deed of Exchange for land in Dartmouth Cove. This land boundary began at a
stump near high water mark, 129 feet from the south corner of Davidson’s house,
160 feet northwest from the stump, then west by north 100 feet to the high water
mark of the cove. Then northeast for 299 feet to a large post. Then southeast for 344
feet to the high tide mark, and along the shore for 160 feet to the first mentioned
stump.

On June 2 William Clapham received a mortgage of £700 from Joshua Mauger,
John Webb, Robert Ewer and Malachy Salter. For the collateral he used his 200
acre grant he had just received. Nicholas and Peter Rheinhart sold lots number 6
and 7 of the Letter H, to William Ribble for £2.

On August 11 in order to satisfy an execution against Samuel Blagdon,
Dartmouth shoemaker, by John Williams, trader, lot number 5 of Letter E was
purchased by Williams for £11:11:0. John Williams paid 10 shillings for Lot
number 5 of letter K; and William Ribble paid 10 shillings for lot number 13 of letter
H. William Clapham bought lot number 12 of letter D for £2:5 shillings, as well as
further consideration of a Dutch house and other buildings.

This year Daniel Brestreceived a lot on Letter A from the Council. Joseph Cole
received lotnumber 18 of Letter F. William Howard received lot number 1 of Letter
C. Jacob Hartling was granted lot number 11 of the Letter L.

On October 27 William Hamilton received a land grant of 200 acres near the
Southeast Passage.

From the Court of Assize held in May, a man was returned to six months in jail
for uttering counterfeit doubloons. Another man convicted of counterfeiting
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pistereens was sentenced to stand in the pillory for half an hour and then find
security for good behaviour for 3 months. Two others who were convicted of
stealing were sentenced to be whipped forty stripes at the public whipping post.

On May 18, 1753 the Customs-House reported that entered inward: 3 from
Falmouth, 1 from Biddeford, 1 from New-London, 1 from London and Cork, 1 from
Virginia and 4 sloops from Boston. Cleared outward was: 2 for Newfoundland, 1
for Boston and 1 for New-London.

The news from London, England, on May 19, 1753 stated that, “£47,000 will
be granted for the colony of Nova Scotia this year.” There was also a negative report
regarding the naval, merchant service, and the Admiralty development. The
numbers of carpenters, smiths, caulkers, etc., discharged at the Royal Dockyards at
Chatham, Deptford, Woolwich, etc., amounted to 1,140.

On June 23 from London came a report that seemed to be contradictory to the
Admiralty, it stated that a proclamation will be issued to oblige all natives of these
kingdoms, employed in shipbuilding, etc., to return home in six months. Just one
week later a report from London stated 449 ship carpenters were discharged from
6 ofthe Royal Dockyards. The reason for leaving England was that they wanted to
continue their trade and help develop the industry in North America.

The London report also stated that . . . if foreigners want more “Hands”
(tradesmen) to satisfy their navies, to a level with ours, we can spare them a fresh
supply without any danger or detriment to ourselves. There are also a great many
other Artificers in H.M. Dockyards and the Docks. We may reasonably conclude
that the peace of Europe rests on a solid foundation.”

The Royal Navy presence began to make itself known in Halifax harbour this
year. On June 16 HM.S. Torrington, 40 guns, Captain Hutchinson, arrived from
London. Later the H.M.Sloop Vulture, arrived to be stationed here. When Captain
Rouse on the H.M.Sloop Albanyis finished at Lunenburg he was to sail to England.
The H.M.S. Wasp arrived and is to be stationed here.

From the Custom House on June 22 entered: 1 from Cork, 1 from Newcastle,
2 from London, 1 from Philadelphia, 3 from Boston and 1 from Annapolis Royal.
Cleared outward: 1 for New-London, 3 for Newfoundland and 4 for Boston.

On July 6 the news from London was that orders had been given for victualling
3 man-of-war ships and a sloop, from the Woolwich Dockyard, for the
Newfoundland station. Orders were issued to the Officers of H.M. Dockyards not
to allow any foreigners to walk in or inspect any buildings of the yards in the future.

From the Customs House it was reported for July 6, 1753. Entered inward: 1
from Boston, 1 from Louisbourg, 1 from New York, 1 from Piscataqua, 1 from
Rhode Island and 1 from New-foundland. Cleared outwards: 2 for New York, 2 for
Newfoundland and 1 for Lunenburg.

On July 14, 1753 Entered inward: 1 from New York. Cleared outward: 1 for
York.

On July 21 Entered inward: 1 from Piscataqua and 1 from New-London.
Cleared outward: 1 for St. Christophers and 1 for Newfoundland.
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On August 4 Entered: 1 from Kingston and 1 from St. George’s. Cleared
outward: 1 for Casco-Bay, 1 for Oporto, 1 for Boston, 1 for London and 1 for
Maryland.

On August 11 Entered inward: 1 from Philadelphia, 1 from Boston, 1 from
London and 1 from Mostarrat. Cleared outward: 1 for New York, 1 for Old York,
1 for Newfoundland and 1 for Boston.

A-reporton August 18 said, the mackerel were so prodigious in our harbour that
the like never was known here before. It was supposed that 1,000 barrels were
caught in only one week. The report also said that if proper, “Hands” and
implements were used, then 10,000 barrels might be taken and cured in the same
space of time.

August 18 the Customs House reported as Entered: 2 from New York, 1 from
Guernsey, 1 from New London, 1 from Nevis, and 2 from Boston, 1 each from
Newfoundland, Louisbourg, Ipswich and Rhode Island. Cleared outward: 1 each
for Philadelphia, Boston and Newfoundland.

On August 25 entered were: 2 from York and 1 each from the following: New-
London, Cork, London, Fayal, Boston and New York. Cleared outward were: 3 for
Newfoundland and 1 for Philadelphia and Boston.

On September 1 it was reported from London, England, that the Lords of Trade
and Plantations (the Board) met and agreed that an additional number of Forces be
sentto Nova Scotia and Georgia, and accordingly ordered the same to be laid before
His Majesty.

In France there was great commotion because of the Banishment of that
Parliament.

News from Holland reported that transport vessels have sailed from England to
Rotterdam to take several Protestant families from the Swiss Cantons to settle in
Nova Scotia.

Local news published on September 1, 1753 related how a stranded whale was
killed in Dunk Cove by some local fishermen. They used axes and had to work very
fast because of the number of sharks that swarmed the area. The fishermen expect
to make 30 barrels of oyl from the carcass that was towed to a nearby beach.

Entered on September 1 were: 3 vessels from Boston, 1 from New York and 1
from Old York. Cleared outward were: 2 for Boston, 3 for Newfoundland, 1 for
England and 1 for Old York.

A notice from the Council was published in the Halifax Gazette stating that
“... The proprietors of land who are entitled to the bounty for clearing land to
report to the house of Charles Morris, Chief Surveyor.” This would be to have the
land surveyed and then certified.

On September 8 the Customs House reported entered: 1 vessel from each of the
following ports: New London, Barbadoes, Philadelphia and Salem. Cleared
outward were: 3 for Old York, and 1 for Boston and Casco-Bay.
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On September 11 the Council passed a resolution about the grant of Common
land in Lunenburg. It would be greatly for the advantage of the settlers to have a
further quantity of land allotted to be laid out in a Common to consist of that part of
the peninsula as described in their Plan marked B. It was further resolved that some
necessary regulations be proposed by the inhabitants for the Common and make it
most useful to them and the regulations to be sent to the Council for approbation.

On September 29 the report from the Custom House included, entered: 1 vessel
from each of Boston, Portsmouth and New Hampshire. Cleared outward was: 1
vessel for Boston, Old York, Bilbon and 2 for New London.

On October 6 the militia was mustered from the town and suburbs and reviewed
by the Governor. A commission that appointed the Honorable Colonel Lawrence
was read and the entire event was conducted with a great deal of decency and
regularity, considering the novelty of the thing.

In a letter from a Gentlemen in England to his correspondent in Halifax, dated
June 22, 1753 was published. It stated, “the Congregation of Jews in general, that
is to say the three Synagogues, have charted three ships of 500 tons each, and are
going to send 100 poor families over, with provisions for a year after their arrival,
and £10 in goods on three years credit to set them up. They are to sail in three weeks
time...”

The Customs House reported for October 6: 3 vessels from New York,
Piscataqua and London. Cleared outward were: 2 vessels for New York, 2 for
Surinam, 1 for Salem, 1 for the Straights and 1 for Casco-Bay.

On October 20 it was reported that in a late storm, a vessel from Louisbourg
bound for Halifax, was blown off course and cast away at Jeddore, about 12 leagues
eastward of Halifax harbour. The crew were all saved and there are hopes that a
good part of the cargo be saved, but the vessel was totally destroyed.

During that same storm it was rumored that Captain Taggart and the crew of
one of the Government sloops had floundered at sea and all perished. Letters
recently arrived from Captain Taggart that said he and the crew were safe in the
Minas Basin area. They took refuge from the storm in one of the creeks about 3
miles from the Bay.

On October 20 the Customs House reported as entered: 1 vessel from Boston,
0OId York, Philadelphia and London. There were 4 from New-London. Cleared
outward were: 2 vessels for New York, 3 for Boston, 1 for Old York and 1 for South

Carolina.

On October 27 Governor Hopson proceeded to England onboard H.M.S.
Torrington. He had obtained H.M. Leave to return home on account of his bad state
of health. Captain Rouse also set sail for England onboard H.M.Sloop Albany.
There were now three sloops and one man-of-war stationed in Halifax. These
vessels were usually out on patrol but at least one was tied at the King’s wharf and
available for emergencies.

Vessels entered this week included: 1 from Newfoundland, 1 from Old York

and 1 from Ipswich. Cleared were: 1 for Fayal, 1 for Newfoundland, 1 for Boston
and 1 for Piscataqua.
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On November 3 the Honorable Lt. Colonel Lawrence, as President of H.M.
Council, has the chief command of this Government during the absence of
Governor Hopson. Entered were: 2 vessels from Boston, 1 from Philadelphia and
1 from Duisberg. Cleared outward were: 2 for Casco-Bay, 1 for each of Old York,
Boston and New-London.

On November 10 Entered were: 1 vessel from Piscataqua, Boston and New
York. Cleared outward were: 2 for Newfoundland, and 1 vessel for each of the
following: Philadelphia, South Carolina, Boston and New-London.

On November 30 Entered none. Cleared was: 1 vessel for Antiqua, and 1 for
Maryland, St. Christopher and Boston.

On December 8, 1753 Entered were: 1 from New York, Newfoundland and Old
York. Cleared were: 2 for Newfoundland, and 1 from Oporto, London, North
Carolina and Maryland.

On December 15 none entered. Cleared were: 1 for Fayal, Maryland, Boston,
New York and Antigua.

On December 18 there was a report that the settlers in Lunenburg had
assembled and caused a riot. There were 200 troops mustered at Halifax and sent
there. The cause of the riot was that a letter had been sent from England saying that
these settlers had not been given their fair share of supplies. The report also stated
a Mr. John Hoffman was greatly concerned, if not the original contriver and
promoter of the disturbance.

On December 22 Entered in the port of Halifax was: 1 vessel from Old York
and 1 from New York. There were none cleared. On December 29 there were no
vessels entered or cleared.

1754

The Indians were quiet during the winter and then in the spring of 1 754. It was
thought they were helping their allies the French in their building forts, such as at
Beausejour. Lawrence decided to work on settling the out ports for the fishery
potential.

On January 4 the news from London was that a Court of Admiralty will soon be
held for trials of offences committed at sea. The same report stated that His
Majesty’s Forces in Nova Scotia, and others of His Majesty’s Plantations abroad,
were ordered to be reinforced and in a few days Recruits will be shipped there for
that purpose.

On January 12 Captain Taggart with officers and soldiers of Colonel
Warbarton’s Regiment, arrived from Lunenburg with some of the settlers who are
prisoners as a result of their riotous behaviour.

On January 15 Lt. Governor Lawrence reported to the Board with reference to
the laws passed here, “we have Statutes at Large but no further down then in 1741.
It would be a great service for us to have them as far as the end of the present session,
because it is to them we have recourse in all cases where our own regulations, or the
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Virginia Laws are deficient and because, they are the rule for our Justices in all
matters relating to the Peace.”

As to the Court of Chancery, it would be useful if we had the latest and best
books of legal precedents and Forms of Proceedings in the High Court of Chancery
in England, to keep up to the Rules of that Court.

In January of 1754 the Customs House reported 7 vessels were Entered and 6
vessels were cleared outward. These vessels were the usual for Traders and for
Fishing.

On January 26 a grim report was published about a soldier in Halifax.
Apparently he had no inclination to do further duty and wanted to live an idle life.
He cut off one of his thumbs in hopes of getting benefits of Chelsea Hospital. He
was taken into custody and tried at a Court Marshal. He was found guilty and
sentenced to receive 1000 lashes, then be drummed out of the Regiment. He
received 500 lashes and will receive the remainder in a few days.

On February 2 Lt. Colonel Moncton returned from Lunenburg with his troops.
They received thanks in protecting the settlement in the absence of a militia, which
is now put in charge.

OnMarch 1, 1754 Lt. Governor Lawrence wrote to the Board about the people
of Lunenburg and the insurrection. Since then, they have become very quiet and the
people were building roads and had their building lots drawn for. Their worst
problem was in the want of circulating money. They were bare of clothes and
Lawrence said he had shoes distributed to them.

On another note he mentioned sending out people to explore the country. We
finally found the head of the Shubenacadie River. It is the route the Indians took
when they molested Dartmouth, and those clearing land on the Eastern side of the
harbour. He also stressed that the provisions for the settlements should be sent here
by the middle of June at the latest, otherwise, it would be a great distress to them.

On March 2 it was learned that a new Regiment would be raised. This would
consist of 3 Battalions of 700 men each, exclusive of Officers. The command would
go to Colonel Roger Small. This gives hope that we could curb the French for their
late insults on our Eastern settlements in America. This Regiment will probably
scour our frontiers.

On March 9 a report from England stated that a Board of Admiralty was held
when an order was made for the State of the Navy. It was agreed that 3 ships of 60-
guns, 2 ships of 50-guns, 2 ships of 40-guns, and 1ship of 20-guns be put into
commission.

For the ensuing year 12,000 seamen will be granted. This is 2,000 more than
last year. Six man-of-war ships from 40 to 60-guns are said to sail on a cruise for
the better security of our commerce in His Majesty’s Plantations.

In Halifax there was talk of building a sawmill somewhere in Mahone Bay. A
blockhouse to cover the work is being built. A ship 0f200 tons is rumored to be set
up there this spring.
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On March 16, 1754 there was a petition to the Honorable President and Council
for 20 people to have a tract of land at a place called Little Jeddore.

On March 23 the Administration was informed that the proprietors of the new
grant would name it Lawrencetown. Everything is in great forwardness as soon as
the new season will permit. We can inform the public that the proprietors of
Lawrencetown have agreed forthwith to settle the cleared land of Musquodobit in
the said township. Any sober industrious person, Protestant, who have families
capable of assisting in making improvements will have encouragement and
protection. A petitionnow lies before Council for a grant to settle another township.

In April, there was a severe windstorm that lashed the province. There were 3
shipwrecks reported, 2 at Cape Sable, and 1 at Prospect just west of Halifax where
anew settlement is intended.

On April 27 news from Boston reported that the French are preparing for war
in North America. They sent 8,000 troops there, and are building Forts, and they
have engaged three Indian tribes to take up the hatchet against the English. They
have added to their encroachments upon Nova Scotia and are building a fort on the
Kennebec River. This is contrary to the Treaties that were signed.

A report from the Naval Center at Portsmouth, England, stated that Sir Edward
Hawks, Vice Admiral of the Blue, gave orders to three ship captains to get their
vessels ready for sea duty. The French fleet had sailed for the East [ndies with 3,000
land forces and a great quantity of warlike stores for land service.

On May 4 it was learned that a detachment led by Captain Floyer and his
company had previously set out to explore the Shubenacadie River and lake system.
They discovered a very fine country, well stocked with large timber of oak and elm
trees. There were several considerable rivers and large lakes abounding with sea
andriver fish. There is also a quantity of cleared land which seems to be more fertile
than any other land yet discovered in the province. At Mahone Bay several
fishermen were led by a Mr. Smith and Mr. Gifford to carry out a fishery and
cultivate the land. A similar report came from Eastern settlements and said they
were in readiness to set set out to develop the fishery, agriculture and timber
potential.

On May 11, 1754 the Halifax Gazette published a letter from a Gentleman in
Halifax to his friend in New York. He wrote the following, . . . 400 barrels of
mackerel have been caught in the Lunenburg area at one haul, and for want of
barrels and salt, many of them were spoiled on the beach . . . People are encouraged
to come here and settle. There is great potential to supply the Spanish with fish, oyl,
barrel staves, and ship plank also to England, Ireland and Scotland.”

On June 1 Lawrence reported to the Board that the French were strengthening
themselves at Baie Verte and Beausejour and continue to do all in their power to
seduce our French inhabitants to go over to them.

A petition was recently sent to Council by twenty people for a grant 0of 20,000
acres to settle atownship at their own expense. The Council felt they deserved great
encouragement but proposed we should not transport 20 families at their expense
and we should keep them there for a space of 10 years, under penalty of forfeiting
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their land. Some only want to transport their families and maintain them for one
year. This petition, after some deliberation, was dismissed. In a few days another
proposal was delivered. This was on terms offered by Council provided the term
was reduced to 5 years. By the advice of Council, Lawrence ordered a Grant to be
made. His reason was, “due to the daily decrease of people here, occasioned by the
inability to support the inhabitants, who felt they had neglected the Agriculture
without which they found very little advantage to be made of the Fishery ... It was
also an attempt for an out settlement. If successful it would encourage people from
all parts of the continent. It would afford great advantage and protection to
Dartmouth as it communicates with water via the River Shubenacadie. This would
interrupt the most considerable of all Indian passes from the eastward and
northward to the parts adjacent to Halifax.

“... The road of communication which we have already cut from Dartmouth to
this new settlement will afford some sort of security the great lots laid out on the
eastern side of Halifax harbour, and in consequence thereof the proprietors are
already preparing to clear and to cultivate, which before they were afraid to attempt
... The place contains a considerable quantity of upland formerly under cultivation,
and a great quantity of salt marsh under hay which can be brought here in quantity.
Also it will encourage the growth of cattle, reduce the exorbitant price of provisions
and labour which has been a great obstacle to the success of the Fishery, Lumbering
and every kind of Commerce that is natural and beneficial to us ... It is so situated
as to be defended with inconsiderable force, it being on a peninsula, the neck of
which the proprietors have already picketed at their own expense, hoping to
establish 40 families before this fall. They have already planted potatoes and began
gardening. As the place had formerly been a great rendezvous for Indians, I sent 200
troops with Rangers for their protection under Captain Stone of Lascelles
Regiment. The troops marched there by land from Dartmouth and cutaroad. They
also pitched the neck ... I shall withdraw the troops soon as they are needed here, and
send some Rangers to garrison the blockhouse erected within the area. This is the
same place that Mr. Hopson proposed to settle Germans to the eastward, but there
was no good harbour there. It is 10 miles from Dartmouth but it is difficult access
to water, no harbour but for boats in moderate weather only...”

The memorial had stated it would be granted to 20 Protestant families
consisting of at least 80 people. Provisions for one year after being settled for the
first 3 months full rations then for the remaining 9 months to have halfrations. Each
family would get 700 feet of boards, 700 nails, one hammer, one axe, one spade and
one handsaw, all within 28 days of arrival. After three months, one cow, two sheep,
one sow and four fowls. For all 20 families, one bull, two boars, two rams, 20
bushels of potatoes for planting, and garden seeds for garden lots, two crosscut
saws, one gondola and one sailboat fit for the fishery. They must continue to clear,
cultivate and improve the land for 5 years or the grant shall be null and void. In the
first 10 years there must be one-third of the land cleared. Another one-third in 20
years and the remaining one-third within 30 years of the date of the grant.

Since Captain Stone and his detachment arrived, there has not been any
disturbance from the Indians. Also the settlers have picketed in their square.

This year a formal report was made on the state of the Orphan House at Halifax.
It stated, . . . Before the Orphan House was established the orphans and poor
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children were maintained at the public charge in several private homes. That
method was found to be extremely troublesome and expensive and every way
inadequate to the design of rendering them useful to the Commissary. Three or four
shillings per week was paid for each child, exclusive of clothing and provisions, and
as they were necessarily entertained in the poorest, meagerest houses, they were
often neglected in nursing and generally trained up in almost every vice, without the
common principles of Religion or the seed of Industry.”

To remove these inconveniences the Orphan House was opened on June 8,
1752 and completely filled up by the Government for that purpose.

Mrs. Wenman, a very industrious and discreet woman, was appointed matron
with the encouragement of 3 pence per day for each child for her care and
attendance. At first there was an assistant for every 10 children, but now only one
to every twenty.

The allowance of provisions is that of the settlers, but on some articles, such as
vinegar, rum, oatmeal and butter have been taken off, and as Spruce Beer is judged
so conclusive to health in lieu of the above deductions the molasses is augmented
from half a pint per week to a full pint for each. The quantity of fuel is one chord
per week in summer and three chords in winter, or two per week the year round.

Their clothing consists of the cheapest and most durable articles of their kind,
a regular return of which is kept by the Guardian when any orphans are bound to
apprentice, if their clothes are of any value they are left behind for the use of the
House. All the other contingent expenses may be seen in the monthly pay list.

Real poor orphans are admitted by the Guardian, but as many necessitous
families have more children then they can possibly maintain, the Governor, on
proper recommendation from the Guardian, magistrates a principal inhabitant
sometimes sends one or two from such families to the Orphan House.

Since idleness and irreligion are the Bane of every community the strictest
attention is applied here to avoid both.

The Schoolmaster maintained by the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel
is employed in teaching them to read, and instructing them in their Duty to God and
their neighbour from 9 to 12 o’clock in the morning and from 2 to 5 in the afternoon.
The remainder of the day is spent in picking oakham for the Rope Walk belonging
to Mr. Wenman, the matron’s husband, carding and spinning wool and knitting
stockings for themselves.

On Sundays they regularly attend Divine Service and go in procession to and
from church proceeded by the Schoolmaster at the head of the boys, the matron and
assistants.

The extraordinary care that is taken of their morals and manners makes the
inhabitants particularly desirous of getting them as apprentices or servants, and if
they go off very young they become useful to the colony. The boys are bound out
if possible to Fishermen or some Labourious traders and employments are free at
the age of 21.
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The girls are placed in sober creditable families as servants until they are 17
years old. Neither boys or girls are permitted to be bound to Publicans or such
useless destructive occupations.

The news from London was that the sum of £47,000 was granted to the colony
for defraying the expenses of the current year. They also voted in an additional
£11,000 to make good the deficiency of last year.

Two war ships, the HM.S. Torrington of 40-guns, and the HM.S. Success,
Captain Rouse, 20-guns, will be appointed to this station.

The news from Barbadoes Island is that the French are now capturing all the
English vessels in the West Indes and taking them as prizes to their naval base at
Martinico. This within only 4 leagues of British controlled Islands in the West
Indes.

On June 7, 1754 the President laid before the Council the Surveyors report of
lands to be reserved for the Fishery, Shipbuilding and other public uses, which was
approved of and the Grant ordered to be made comfortable thereto.

On June 15 Captain Russel arrived from England with the report that Charles
Lawrence, who is the Lt. Colonel of Governor Hopson’s Regiment and President of
His Majesty’s Council, was appointed Lt. Governor of this Province.

On June 16 a report in the Halifax Gazette said, “the settlers of Lawrencetown
set out in order to go by land for that place, having a strong guard of 200 regular
soldiers, exclusive of officers, and commanded by Captain Stone, with a number of
Rangers, which place they arrived on Saturday following, having made a road from
Dartmouth side to the said town, which is little more than 11 miles distance. They
immediately went to picketing the neck which they completed in a short time and
having raised and furnished the Block House, Store House and mounted some
cannon. They are picketing the town and have broken up the soil which appears to
be extraordinary good, and planted a considerable quantity of postatoes, and they
are in high spirits, and hope in a few years the settlement will answer our best
expectations...”

In July an advertisement was published that people applying for land grants in
and about Halifax, to give their names and where they want to go, to the home of the
Lt. Governor by the next Monday.

In order to finance this enterprise the administration sought methods of
collecting money. Also a bounty on the Fishery which had been recommended by
the Board in London was to continue. The most enterprising industry was the sale
of rum and spiritous liquors. The Administration felt they were not getting their
share of the profits so on September 23 they had a notice published in the Halifax
Gazette. Itstated, “. . . Public notice is hereby given that all masters of vessels and
others who shall impost Rum and other liquors into the port of Halifax or one year
after the 24th instant, are to apply to Malachy Salter, in order to pay the Duties on
the same, or to give Bond as the Law directs, and all licenced Retailers and Tavern
Keepers in Halifax and Dartmouth are also to apply to Salter on the 25th day of the
next 12 months in order to pay the Excise on Rum and other distilled Spiritous
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Liquors by then sold. Any person who shall fail to comply with the several acts of
this Province relating to the above mentioned Duties and Excise may suffer the
penalties thereof.” signed: Malachy Salter

On July 26 it was reported that the first regatta took place in Halifax harbour
and possibly in Canada. A wager of 50 Guineas (not including side bets) was
competed for. This was between a 10-oared barge from H.M.S. Shorehamand a 5-
oared whale boat that belonged to Colonel Moncton. The crew of the whale boat
won with ease. The race course was 5 miles long. It started at Dr. Grant’s wharf'to
the head of the Narrows, then back again. The following day the celebration at the
Pontac Tavern provided a, “handsome entertainment.”

On August 3 Jonathan Belcher was appointed Chief Justice of the province.

On August 10 Captain Rouse reported that the man-of-war ships on this station
are to winter and repair here and all ships stationed at different provinces on the
continent, are ordered to rendezvous at Halifax harbour every summer.

On August21 Judge John Collins heard the case of the Court versus the sloops,
Nancy and Sally, John Hovey master, and the cargo for illegal importation. H.M.S
Vulture, William K enzie master, seized this vessel at Musguash Cove in the Bay of
Fundy for carrying on illicit trade. There were several goods that should have been
“Bonded,” but were not. There also was no certificate produced. The sloop and
cargo were forfeited and libel to condemnation. The Vulture chased the vessel,
fired several warning shots, but no notice was taken and no colors raised. The pilot
advised them not to go into Musguash Cove, so the Vulture lowered a barge and
chased the vessel into a cove. The vessel was boarded and stock was taken. Then
it was brought into Halifax for prosecution. The Court ordered the vessel and goods
sold at public auction at the store of Joshua Mauger.

The vessel and goods were sold at £669:10:2. The court charges were £99:13
and what was left was £569:17:2. The distribution was one-third or £189:19:1 for
the Commander in Chief, one-third to His Majesty, and the other one-third to the
informer.

On October 22 a case was heard on a charge of theft by a Pat Curlett. The
charge was made by Thomas Martyn, master of the snow, Elizabeth. Martyn
claimed that Curlett stole food supplies from the vessel while anchored in Halifax
harbour, to the value of £10.

Walter Clark of Dartmouth was a witness, saying that Curlett begged food from
him, he gave him bread, butter and corn. The Court ordered Curlett to pay Martyn
£1:4:0 and the court cost of £4:14:0. On the same day Pat Curlett charged Martyn
with Libel. Curlett was hired as first mate on the snow, Elizabeth, in London on May
3 0f 1754. In October he was dismissed. The wages due were £17:10:0 at the rate
of £3 per month and as of yet it had not been paid. The Court ordered the Register
to settle the accounts. The Register was Charles Morris and his home was the court.

On December 24 the Court versus the sloop, Sea Flower, was heard on a charge
of illegal importation. The master was Samuel Harris and the owner was Nathaniel
Donell of York. Captain Rous caught the vessel in Annapolis Royal with a cargo of
tobacco and French wine which was illegally shipped. The vessel and cargo were
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liable to condemnation. A committee made an inventory. The vessel and goods
were auctioned off for a total of £147. The court charges were £27:14:0. This left
a total of £119:6:0 and the distribution was one-third, or £39:15:4 to His Majesty.
One-third to the Governor Lawrence and one-third to John Rouse as the informer.

People were still moving in and out of Dartmouth and the deeds were not
always recorded. There were still people working on the Public Works program but
they often bought and sold without bothering to register the deeds. Early maps show
names but not on deeds. An example is an Indenture made on August 6 between
Robert Ewer and John Webb that was purported to be in part of a Deed of Release
ina Deed of Partition of Partnership between these men. Itstated, “. . . Robert Ewer
releases to said John Webb all estate, right, titles, Interest claims and demand of lots
of land, including lot number 4 of Letter A in Dartmouth. This also included 14
other lots in Dartmouth. This included the term John Webb shall convey to Robert
Ewer, all lands etc., before specified in the month of May of 1756 or before that
time, if the same shall be required by Robert Ewer provided he pay John Webb
£1,000 of lawful money in four years after the date of the said conveyance, and
Robert Ewer paying to the said John Webb the sum of £50 annually for a term of four
years.”

On September 30 a grant of land was registered that had been given to Joseph
Gorham in 1752. This was 200 acres in South East Passage area next to John
Duport.

On July 26 the Provost Marshal, William Foy, took action against George
Ivansells of Dartmouth, retailer and labourer. The property lot number 14 of Letter
E, was sold for £8:10:0 to Joseph Rundel and Edmund Crawley, who were factors
to Benjamin Faneuile, a Boston merchant.

The most prominent occasion regarding property this year happened on
December 6, 1754. This day Governor Lawrence gave a grant of 1,000 acre grant
to 20 people at the place called Lawrencetown. Their names were as follows: John
Barker, William (Spike) Drake, John Hussey, John Collier, Robert Ewer, Richard
Bulkeley, William Nesbitt, George Saul, Reverend John Brynton, Arthur Price,
John Taggart, William Magee, Robert Grant, David Lloyd, Robert Walter, Richard
Wenman, Mathew Barnard, Benjamin Green Jr., John Baxter and William Morris.
This was the same grant of land that Monsieur des Goutin received for
Mascoudabouet in 1690. This included the area around the river Chezetcook and
the headlands being reserved for the fishery.

The settlers were to pay a Quit Rent of one shilling sterling on Michaelmas Day
for every 50 acres so granted. The first year payment to be made on the same
Michaelmas Day next after the expiration of 10 years from the day here of and so to
continue to pay yearly hereafter. There were also provisions to follow in case of lack
of payments of rent.

Governor Lawrence continued to build up the defences of the harbour and its
two settlements. The Eastern Battery, Fort Clearance, now had 8 guns mounted.
Also there was a new battery on the North West part of George’s Island with 10
twenty-four pounders.

107



The Autumn of 1754 was the driest known in the Country that could be
remembered. The grain crop was plentiful but not so with the vegetable supply. An
Ordnance of Council was passed to forbid the export of corn. Actually, the corn
would be used by merchants to trade in Louisbourg for rum and wine. However, the
duties charged on these drinks were supposed to be for a bounty to encourage
fishing. The higher the fishery quotas the better the chances for the Board of Trade
and Plantations to get more grants from Parliment. In 1754 the sum granted by
Parliament in London was £58:447:2 for the new colony of Nova Scotia.

The Council in Halifax were active as usual by passing many acts. On
September 12 an Act was passed that prohibited exportation of rawhides out of the
Province, other than to England. The Act proclaimed against the export of corn
from Nova Scotia was passed on September 17, 1754.

On October 5 an Act was passed against the exportation of Wheat, Rye, Barley,
Oats, Pease and any kind of grain whatsoever until a permit shall be first obtained
in writing from the Governor, and a Bond with sufficient Surety be entered by the
shipper.

On October 9 the Council heard the appeal of six French families, with 28
people, to return to their lands in Nova Scotia. When asked why they deserted to
Cape Breton they replied that the lies and threats of the French priest, LeLoutre,
forced them to leave. The French wanted to take Allegiance to England if they could
return. The Council felt that the return of these people might have a good effect on
any other French and some German settlers who had deserted to Cape Breton
Island. They would be given supplies for the winter.

On October 7 a Mr. John Grant presented a memorial to the Council to contract
for a hospital and services in Halifax. He proposed to supply each patient with
proper and sufficient victuals, drink, medicines, attendants and other necessities
such as, a warm fire, candles, etc., at the rate of one shilling and three pence per day
and the usual provisions of salt. The Government to continue the House now
occupied as a Hospital, and to supply beds and boarding when wanted, for which he
would be accountable. He would also attend and furnish medicines for the Orphan
House for £10 per annum.

On October 21 the expenses for the hospital were £9,631:1:6 with an annual
expense of £1,173 per year. There were very strict rules about the character of
people who could be admitted, such as nobody allowed for the cure of a venereal
disease. This memorial was rejected by the Council.

On October 24 an Act was passed to prevent exportation of unmerchantable
Fish and Lumber, and to regulate the size of casks, or barrels, and to appoint
Gaugers, Surveyors and Cullers. Resolved that it is enacted from and after
December 31 next, all pickled fish for exportation shall be put in none but full gage
barrels of 32 gallons, at least London size. That the fish be all the same, cleaned,
sweet, free from rust, and close packed, the barrels tight and full of sweet and strong
pickle. The Herring be free from oyl. That merchantable cod fish have the qualities
that make them so in Newfoundland.
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That boards be one inch thick, and no boards to be exported to any islands or
territories commonly called West Indes, but what are square edged. That all
hogshead staves be six inches broad, three-quarters inch thick at the thin edge, and
forty inches long. The barrel staves be four inches broad, a halfinch thick at the thin
edge and thirty inches long. Barrel staves for the Irish market be thirty inches long,
five inches broad, clear of sap, and three-quarter inch thick at the thin edge.

That Hogshead hoops be fifteen feet long, substantial and well shaved, and
three-quarters inch broad at the thin edge. That barrel hoops be nine feet long and
ahalfinch broad at the small end. That shingles be eighteen inches long and at least
four inches broad, and a half inch thick at the thick end. That clapboards be five
inches broad, a half inch thick at the back, and four feet four inches long.

That cordwood be full four feet long, each stick, accounting half the carf, the
pile to be solid, four feet high, or an allowance for wants and eight feet long and each
cord sound hardwood.

As of December 31 all sorts of light cask will be used for any liquor or Fish or
any other commodity within the Province shall follow London sizes, for example:
Butts to contain 106 gallons; Puncheons to contain 84 gallons; Hogsheads to
contain 63 gallons; Tierces to contain 42 gallons and Barrels to contain 32 gallons.
All to be made of sound timber, seasoned, and free of sap. The Gaugers are to be
appointed. Also the Gaugers marks are to be left on the inspected barrels and charge
four pence per tonne. Every Cooper shall set his own distinct Brand mark on all
casks made by him, on penalty of 40 shillings.

Whosoever shall put to sale any new cask, or any cask made from old materials,
being deficient, either in workmanship, Timber or Assize as aforesaid, upon proof
thereof made, by one sufficient witness before anyone of H.M. Justice of the Peace,
he shall forfeit such cask and be fined and pay the sum of 10 shillings for every cask,
to be levied by Warrant of Distress and sale of the Offenders Goods under the hand
and seal of such Justice. And for want of sufficient distress to be found, the offender
to suffer 10 days imprisonment for every cask so found defective, provided the
Imprisonment does not exceed the term of three months.

The Grand Jury for the County of Halifax shall nominate and appoint fit
persons to serve in the town and suburbs of Halifax, and places thereto adjacent, as
Gaugers of cask, Cullers, and Surveyors of dry and pickled fish, boards, staves,
shingles, clapboards, hoops and cordwood, and shall report to the said court the
names of the several persons so nominated and appointed. If any refuse they are to
pay 40 shillings and another nominated and appointed in like manner in his stead.

The Gauger should receive one penny per barrel and three pence per mile ifhe
has to travel. All “green” and pickled fish for transportation to foreign markets be
searched and approved by sworn Surveyors with mark of approval and marked to
denote the kind of fish and time of packing.

On October 14 Lawrence reported to the Board about the status of the new fort
being built in Dartmouth, opposite George’s Island. He stated, “Mr. Brewse, since
his arrival, has been indefatigable in pushing on the works at the new Battery, upon
which there are already 8 guns mounted ... I find he acquainted my Lord Halifax that
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there was a sufficient number of 24-pounders unmounted here to complete the
intended Battery on the opposite shore, but after his departure with Mr. Cornwallis,
there were ten 24-pounders mounted upon a new Battery on the north west part of
George’s Island. Mr. Brewse knew nothing about this because we have no more
guns of that size here. I must beg your Lordships to procure us 7 guns with Ladles,
Sponges, rammers, screws and all other appurtances, to be sent out as early as
convenient in the Spring. In the interim I propose to use seven 12-pounders.”

On October 29 Lawrence reported to the Board that the Battery is in
forwardness with what guns they have. The only thing remaining is for its defences
toward the land.

On November 16 Lawrence reported that the troops and artificers finished
building the fort. For the first time the cannons were all fired at this Eastern Battery,
called Fort Clearance, in honour of His Majesty’s 72 birthday. A volley was also
fired at George’s Island. This was followed by a ball at the “Pontac” in the evening.
This was concluded with numerous bonfires and great demon-strations of loyalty
and joy.

The Customs House reported the following for the year of 1754:

January Entered 7 vessels February Entered 2 vessels
Cleared 6 vessels Cleared 4 vessels
March Entered 5 vessels April Entered 10 vessels
Cleared 5 vessels Cleared 4 vessels
May Entered 11 vessels June Entered 26 vessels
Cleared 6 vessels Cleared 21 vessels
July Entered 9 vessels August Entered 16 vessels
Cleared 6 vessels Cleared 11 vessels
September Entered 3 vessels October Entered 10 vessels
Cleared 2 vessels Cleared 18 vessels
November Entered 4 vessels December nil Entered
Cleared 6 vessels nil Cleared
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1755

The war with France (Seven Years War) had affected the fishery by attracting
the mariners and fishermen to become privateers. This was so lucrative that the
fishery would have to wait. There were at least 3 Halifax merchants that outfitted
15 vessels for privateering. They competed with the Royal Navy and very soon the
harbour was filling up with prize (captured) vessels and their cargo. Every male
now had plenty to drink and every female had ribbons for their bonnets, lace for
their dresses and the very latest in clothing styles.

Governor Lawrence and the Court of Vice Admiralty obviously saw only what
they wanted to see and life continued as perusual. The grants to water frontage were
in greater demand because of the contraband goods of smugglers who often
competed with the privateers. The closer to Halifax harbour the better and the
fishermen would often trade, “over the side” with the smugglers from New England.

The Inferior Court of Common Pleas was as busy as ever with all this illegal
activity. OnFebruary 28 the Court ordered William Clapham, of Dartmouth, to pay
£55 to Joshua Mauger. This was to satisfy a debt of a promissory note for £51:8:4.
It was borrowed in February of 1753 and due in 1754.

This year the British parliament granted £49,000 sterling for the colony of
Nova Scotia. This would expand the military fortifications and develop and extend
the naval headquarters for the fleet. There was also plenty of money in circulation
and the employment opportunities that always evolved around the Public Works
Program. Dartmouth often would have to absorb the over population across the
harbour. The new demand for workers would include shipbuilding, repairs, mast
making, caulkers, shipsmiths, shipwrights, etc.

On January 7 the total estimate from the Office of the Ordnance was £295:3:8.
This was for Halifax and Dartmouth and it was for seven iron cannons, 24 pounders,
with all their appurtances proposed to be sent to Nova Scotia. This would complete
the Battery built in Dartmouth, opposite George’s Island.

On March 31 an Act was passed by Council for the prevention of false and
scandalous rumors.

On April 2 it was enacted by the Council that no biscuit, bread, flour or meal of
any kind, salted beef or pork, butter, cheese, ham, tongues, carcasses of beef,
mutton, veal, lamb, pork, or any kind of poultry, commonly called dead stock, or
any livestock or poultry, not to be shipped or reshipped, except for the use of the
crew on the vessel. The fine was for £500 if caught trading these items.

On April 10, 1755 a meeting was held at the home of Benjamin Green Sr. in
Halifax. The issue was that babies were being lost in Lunenburg because there were
no midwives available. It was resolved that two midwives reside at Lunenburg for
£5 per year each to perform this service.

Registered on April 10, 1755 was a grant ofland, 200 acres, to William Magee.
This was on the east side of the harbour, next to the land granted to George
Fotharingham in 1752.
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Governor Lawrence reported to the Board in June that there were now three
Batteries in front of the town of Halifax. They were 12 feet high above the high
water mark, 246 feetin length, and 75 feetin breadth. The parapet s 7 feet high, the
materials consist 0f 9,500 logs of 25 feet long each, and the weight of 1,280 tons of
which are squared. The timber is framed hollow and filled with 25,000 tons of
gravel, stones, earth and sand. The cost may amount to £5,300. A total of 15 guns
are already mounted, with 5 more expected in a few days. Lawrence received orders
to augment the three regiments of regulars to 1,000 more each. There were 2,000
regulars engaged for one year.

The grant for Nova Scotia, from the English parliament was £49,418:7:8 for the
year 1755.

In 1755 Admiral Boscowen began to show a greater than usual interest in the
marine potential of Halifax harbour. The Navy Watering Place would be in
Dartmouth, where the later, named Albro Lakes and river, flowed into Halifax
harbour. Directly opposite from this would eventually be the Halifax Dockyard, but
at this time it was referred to as the King’s Yard.

During the previous year of 1754 Commodore Keppel reported on the state of
the vessels inNova Scotia. There were only two stationed here, the Success and the
Vulture. Their condition was “very foul” because there was no Careening Gear to
heave down with. The vessels had to be careened, or cleaned, at least once a year
to be effective at sea.

In 1755 Commodore Spry wrote the following report to the Admiral, “... [have
entirely unrigged the great ships and moved them as near the shore out of the
strength of the tide as could be done with safety. The Success and Vulture are both
alongside the wharf hired by Admiral Boscowen for the use of the Government
where they lay safe and easy; and their Lordships may be assured I shall use my
utmost endeavor to clean the ships as well as may be expected at this place and get
them to sea as early in the Spring as possible ...” This report was written onboard
the H.M.S. Fougueraux, when the fleet of seven Royal Navy vessels came to
Halifax harbour in December of 1755.

On April 16 the Court of Vice Admiralty heard the case against William Clark,
master of the schooner, Wolf. The charge was illegal transportation and trade. The
Wolf was caught in the area of Eastern Passage trading without registers or
clearance. It was supposed to be on a voyage from Plymouth, New England. It was
apprehended by Sylvanus Cobb, master of the sloop York and Halifax.

The court ruled a public auction of sails and equipment. The cargo was mostly
corn and the high bid for everything was £70:7:10. The court fees were £20:6:4, and
the balance of one-third for His Majesty was £16:4:6. Another one-third went to
Governor Lawrence and the remaining one-third to Captain Sylvanus Cobb, as the
informants fee.

On April 26 the Court heard the case against the schooner, Margaret, John
Lessene, master. The Margaret was caught and seized by the H.M.Sloop Vulture,
Captain W. Hensey, in the harbour called Port La Tour. It was carrying illicit trade
goods and stores of war. Mr. George Suckling appeared on behalf of the owners and
laid claim to the vessel and cargo. He offered Mr. Lessane and Joshua Mauger as
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security to pay all costs arising on the said claim. The cargo was guns and
ammunition. The court declared the schooner and equipment, tackle, apparel,
furniture, stores, boats and appurtances to be forfeited and condemned to be sold by
public auction, after it was inventoried by Malachy Salter. Two warrants were
issued, one for the vessel and one for the cargo.

The value excluding the Guns was £788:15:8. The marshal’s fees were
£15:15:6, the court charges were £150:16:0, and out of this was a charge of
£41:16:3 for cooperage of the casks and housing the goods for storage at Mr.
Malachy Salter’s properties. This left £622:4:2 for distribution. One-third, or
£207:8:1 to His Majesty, another one-third to Governor Lawrence and the
remaining one-third to Captain Cobb and Captain Hensey, as the informant’s fee.

On September 24 the Court heard the case against three vessels, the Two
Brothers, the Katherine, and the Two Marys, for illegal and clandestine trading.
They were captured by the Success, Captain John Rouse. Captain John Scarfe and
Captain Hankerson were also involved with the capture of the vessels. This
happened near an island on the coast of Newfoundland on August 23, 1755. The
Court ordered judgement on all the vessels, guns, tackle, furniture and cargo aboard
these three vessels condemned and forfeited to the crown of England. The public
auction took place on September 26, 1755. Instead of Governor Lawrence getting
one-third of the amount, it went to Edward Boscawen, the Governor of
Newfoundland. His Majesty got his one-third share, but Captains Rouse,
Hankerson, and Scarfe each got one-ninth for the informants’ share.

On September 22 a case was heard that involved a vessel from the Island of
Barbadoes in the West Indes. A libel charge was laid by Messers. Bayley and
Game, plaintiffs from the parish of St. Michaels on the Island of Barbadoes,
merchants. In May of 1754 they had possessed a half part of the brigantine,
Experiment, and sent a cargo of Negroes in care of Joseph Phillips to Georgia in
America. The other halfinterest in the vessel was the master, Joseph Phillips. When
the cargo of Negroes was disposed of in Georgia, Phillips came to Halifax harbour.
The vessel was put into custody by the marshal and the court.

The court ruled that one-half of the gear, anchors, sails, masts, rigging, etc.,
belonging to the master, Joseph Phillips, be sold at public auction by the marshal of
the court. This would be after deducting court costs to Ephraim Cook, merchant in
Halifax, and Attorney for the merchants in Barbadoes. A total of £500 was raised
after court costs of £18:8:12.

In October of 1755 there were trials of several vessels taken by Admiral
Boscawen’s squadron. They were condemned as legal prizes by the court on
October 13, 1755. They were carrying provisions and stores from France to
Louisbourg.

On June 8 two French prizes were captured when the French fleet scattered off
the coast of Newfoundland. The French vessels were the Alcide and the Lys and
they were brought into Halifax harbour. War had broken out between France and
England and the Admiralty began to recognize the value of having Halifax and its
valuable harbour as an advanced base of operations. The English had learned their
lesson and learned it well. The colonies and plantations were to be a priority in the

defeat of France.
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The French seamen were imprisoned on George’s Island, along with the French
soldiers on the two captured vessels. Scalping knives for the Indian allies were
found onboard the vessels, which meant the continuation of trouble with them.
Military campaigns were planned against the French outposts in the Bay Verte and
Bay of Fundy.

On June 28, 1755 Lawrence reported to the Board that the French fort at
Beausejour had surrendered to Lt. Colonel Moncton on June 16. The next day a
small fort on the Gaspereau River, that ran into Bay Verte, was captured with the
principal magazines for supplying the French inhabitants and Indians. This
included a great quantity of provisions and stores. His closing comments to the
Board was, “... our possession of the Isthmus will bring over the Mic Mac Indians
to our interests ...”

On June 17, 1755 a letter was sent to Governor Lawrence from Captain
Sutherland at Lunenburg. He reported that he had written about the distressful
condition of the settlers on April 13 in response to a decision by the Board to
recommend the disallowance of provisions after July 30.

He reported that the settlers were busy clearing lands, and also cutting hoops,
barrels, staves, etc., and now have a quantity to support themselves. The bad news
was that an epidemic had wiped out their cattle stock. The women and children were
crying inthe streets. He stated that there were from 1,500 to 1600 people who have
not a mouthful of bread. There was not a barrel of flour to sell nor had they any
money to buy it. Inthe Commissary stores there are only 14 days provisions for the
troops. The Commissary, Mr. Saul, reported that there was only enough provisions
in Halifax to victual about 1,000 people at 7 pounds of bread and 1 pound of beef
per week until sometime in March next. Children under 3 years old were allowed
one provision for two and under 5 years of age, at two provisions for three, at the
discretion of Captain Sutherland.

On July 18, 1755 Governor Lawrence was able to report to the Board about the
serious problem regarding the Acadian French that were still living in Nova Scotia.
He wrote that the French have abandoned their fort on the St. John River and then
demolished it by blowing up their magazine, then burned everything and marched
off. The French have not taken the Oath of Allegiance. The Deputies from the
Minas Basin area have presented a very insolent memorial to the Council on July 3
and evaded taking the Oath. We then gave them 24 hours and if they refused, they
must expect to be driven out of this country. The next morning they appeared at the
Governor’s house and refused to take the Oath.

On July 28 it was decided in Council to remove the French inhabitants from
Nova Scotia. This was mainly from reviewing a report from Chief Justice, Jonathan
Belcher, that included the historical background of the conduct of the French
inhabitants since the Treaty of Utrect in 1713. He wrote that although it was
stipulated that they should remain on their lands on condition of their taking Oaths
of Allegiance within a year from the date of the Treaty, they not only yet refused to
take the Oaths, but they continued their Acts of Hostility against the British garrison
in conjunction with the Indians. In that very year they killed a party of English
consisting of 8 men. Three years after that treaty they committed other acts of
hostility.
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The report from Chief Justice Belcher added, “... In 1725 when General Phipps
sent a delegation to require them to take the Oaths they first refused, but then
consented on the condition they not be obliged to bear arms against the King of
France. Upon this condition some swore allegiance but many others refused. By
their instigation the settlement at Chignecto by some English at the expense of
£3,000 was destroyed by the Indians, and by the order of the inhabitants they drove
out the English, burnt their houses and storehouses.

In 1724 they joined with the Indians in destroying the English Fishery and
killed over 100 fishermen. A few Indians and French were captured and later
hanged at Boston. In 1744 under the French priest Le Loutre, about 300 Indians
supported by so called, Neutral French, marched on Annapolis Royal and lodged
within a quarter of a mile of the garrison. No inhabitant would report this to the
English or give any further intelligence to the Government.

In 1746 they maintained 1,700 French Canadians in their district for the entire
summer while awaiting Duke D’ Anville’s Expedition to assist them.

The following winter the French Acadians were contained at Minas Basin and
helped the French troops make an attack on the English. A total of 70 English
subjects were killed. Two-thirds of these were sick persons. This was attested by
some English soldiers who had escaped. They treated the English soldiers who
were prisoners-of-war and treated them with more severity than the French soldiers
did.

When the English first came to Halifax harbour the French spirited up the
Indians to commit hostilities by always maintaining and supporting the Indians with
recent intelligence. Before any attack by the Indians the French were seen
hoovering around the area. They also induced several Foreign Protestant families
to desert to Cape Breton Island. They have always supplied the French soldiers,
who have intruded upon this Province, with provisions and intelligence of all the
motions of the English which resulted in the English living only in garrison towns.
This prevented the English from cultivating and improving land at any distance.
This has been the principle cause of the great expense to the British nation and it
denied more than half of the pioneer settlers who intended to provide their own
bread without risking their lives and their families. Some had to move to other
areas.

1. Formore than 18 years it is evident that the French inhabitants are so far from
being disposed to become good subjects, that they are more and more discovering
their inveterate enmity to the English and their affection to the French (in Quebec)
of which we have recent instances in their insolence to Captain Murray. When
asked to surrender their arms to the English, they hid the best of their weapons and
they brought out only their useless musquets, and now they absolutely refuse to take
the Oath of Allegiance.

Under these circumstances, I think it cannot consist with the honor of the
Government, or the safety and the prosperity of the Province to permit any of these
inhabitants to now take the oath.
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2. Itwould be contrary to the letter and spirit of His Majesty’s instruction. This
instruction took its rise from the Governor’s representation of the hostilities of the
French Inhabitants and from the recitals in the instruction it was plainly intended to
secure a better obedience of the French and to strengthen the hands of the
Government against them, and when they have declared, as they have implicitly, by
refusing to take the oaths, that they will not be subjects to His Majesty. The
instruction, by the proposal from the Governor and Council for taking the oaths and
their refusal, will be literally observed by their removal from the Province.

3. Asto the consequence of permitting them to take the oaths after their refusal,
it must defeat the intention of the expedition to Beausejour.

The advantages of that expedition are the weakening of the power of the
Indians and curbing the insolence of the French inhabitants. But after our late
reduction of the French forts and while the troops are in their borders, and the
British fleet in our harbour, and even with the presence of His Majesty’s Admiral
and to the highest contempt of the Governor and Council, they still presume to
refuse Allegiance to His Majesty and shall yet be received and trusted as subjects.
We seem to give up all the advantage disguised by our victory. And ifthis be their
language while the Fleet and troops are with us, I know not what will be their style
and the event of their insolence and hostilities when the fleet and the troops are
gone. It may retard the progress of the settlement and possibly be a means of
breaking it up.

4. The proportion of French to English inhabitants were that the French had
approximately 8,000 people while the English had around 3,000. The balance was
highly in favor of the French by 5,000 more.

5. Asnoexpedient can be found for removing them out of the province when the
present armament is withdrawn, ... for they will unquestionably resume their
perfidity, treachery and with more rancour than before ...”

Halifax, July 20, 1755

On October 18, 1755 Lawrence sent a dispatch to the Board in London. He
reported that since his last letter, the French deputies have appeared before the
Council and refused to take the Oath of Allegiance. Upon this behaviour the
Council came to a Resolution to oblige them to quit the Colony. We easily foresaw
that driving them out by force of arms to Canada or Louisbourg would have
reinforced those settlements. The only safe means that appeared to us of preventing
their return or collecting themselves against us in a large body, was by distributing
them away among the Colonies from Georgia to New England.

They have hitherto been victualled with their own provisions and will be
supplied for the passage with the provisions that were taken in the captured French
forts at Chignecto as far as they will last ...

The reason we have not been able of late to give the usual encouragement to the
Fishery was that the Bounty had greatly exceeded the Fund that was raised for that
purpose by the Duty upon imported and retail spiritous liquors, but at present, the
Fund is nearly out of Debt and the Bounty will be given again as usual.
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The barracks your Lordships ordered to be erected are preparing but are not in
such forwardness as I could wish, which is owing to our having been employed all
this summer upon the town batteries and the Battery on the east shore.

In May of 1755 an article in the “London Magazine” stated, “the population of
British subjects in North America to be 1,051,000. The largest province was
Pennsylvania with 250,000. This was exclusive of those in the Military, in the pay
of Government and Negroes. The French inhabitants in Canada and Louisiana were
about 52,000.”

The only Customs House record for 1755 came in August 23 Entered: 3 vessels
from Salem, 4 from Boston, 1 from St. George’s, 1 from Virginia, 5 from New-
London, 3 from Piscataqua and 2 from New York. Cleared outward: 1 for Bay of
Fundy, 1 for Boston, 1 for Old York, 1 for Ipswich, 1 for New London, 1 for Casco
Bay and 1 for Salem.

1756

The war with France brought about several important changes in the way of life
for the colony. The most important and lasting change was the formation of a
permanent House of Assembly. The other changes was for the mariners living in
Halifax and Dartmouth being attracted to the lucrative trade of privateering against
His Majesty’s enemies at sea. The fishery would have to wait. After all war was
publicly declared against France, finally, and there were now 4 vessels in the full-
time employ of the provincial government. They were the sloop York, Captain
Cobb, the schooner Moncton, master Solomon Phips, the snow Halifax, Captain
Taggart, and the sloop Ulysses, Captain Rogers.

In Halifax, there were 3 prominent merchants that outfitted 15 vessels for
privateering. They eventually received, “Letters of Marque,” which was an excuse
for piracy but now it could be called, “Privateering.” These vessels would compete
with the Royal Navy and shortly thereafter there was a host of prize vessels and
goods coming into Halifax harbour.

The Inferior Court of Common Pleas was as busy as ever with all this illegal
activity. On February 28 the Court ordered William Clapham, of Dartmouth, to pay
£55 to Joshua Mauger. This was to satisfy a debt of a promissory note for £51:8:4.
It was borrowed in February of 1753 and due in 1754.

In an early report to London for the year 1756 Lawrence referred to the
extraordinary demand for firewood. There was a shortage now because of all the
demands of the shipping in the harbour and there were not enough men available to
cut firewood. Also the price of firewood rose considerably. The labourers were
working with the Public Works Program. Germans were brought up from
Lunenburg to fill this need for available manpower.

Lawrence ordered some vessels to load up with coal from the Bay of Fundy
region by using coal for ballast when travelling between Halifax and the Bay of
Fundy. It was expected to lower the price of fuel in the region.
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The other major issue for this year was the long overdue House of Assembly
making the laws of the Province, instead of the Governor and Council. This was
instruction number 86, to call an Assembly. It was similar to what happened in
Virginia prior to their convening an Assembly. It was also compatible with the
opinion of the Attorney and Solicitor General of England, and the chief justice of
Nova Scotia, Jonathan Belcher. They gave their opinion that the governor and
council alone are not authorized by His Majesty to make laws. Till there can be an
Assembly, his majesty has ordered the government of the infant colony to be
pursuant to his commission and instructions, and such further directions as he
should give under his sign manual, or by order in council.

To put this in effect, 2 members from each township were to be elected, but at
the time, Halifax was the only qualified town and it could be argued that this was not
sufficient to form an Assembly. The Chief Justice suggested electing 12 members
at Halifax as a County election. Most of the merchants (special interests) lived in
Halifax and it would exclude other opinions and representations. The special
interest, then and now, would have views and interests incompatible with the
measures that may be necessary to take. This would give merchants power but it
started trouble between the merchants and the administration. However, this
conflict for power and personal gain was still overshadowed by the Indian raids and
the hostilities with the French even though the public declaration of the war against
France didn’t come until August9, 1756. By then the garrisons were brought up to
strength and the Royal Navy continued to bring in captured French vessels called
“Prizes.” The Dartmouth Cove area was now crowded with these captured prizes
at anchor.

The renewed activity attracted tradesmen, mariners, fishermen and labourers.
This led to crowded living conditions especially near the waterfront, with shanties
of all shapes and descriptions. The roads were seldom more than paths. The shops
were at the head of the wharf owned by the merchants and this, often, between the
flakes on the fish lots. Fences were usually in disrepair, due mainly to the rowdy
behaviour of drunken sailors, soldiers and workers, after the nearby taverns would
close for the night.

Livestock would stray around the area at random. When somebody moved
away the fences and sometimes the shanty would be pulled down for other uses. The
lot would be claimed by a neighbour for more home garden uses or another hen
house or pig sty. Paths were used regardless of property rights or even fences. This
would discourage home gardens and thus a lack of fresh vegetables. Wells would
go dry in summer and any water was required for human consumption or home
cooking.

Another recommendation was that the first members should be elected for the
whole province, as it now stands constituted in one county, in the manner of electing
Knights of Shire in England, and the number of representatives be limited to 12.

The proper qualifications for voting to be a personal estate of £40, or a
Freehold of 40 shillings a year. The Provost Marshal be the Officer to attend at each
town for collecting the votes and for returning the Writ—this to be established by
an Act of Assembly when it convened.
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When the towns are populated with people qualified to elect then the Province
mightbe divided into Counties with a number from each County be returned or shall
be judged necessary by the Governor and Council “... The first Assembly to meet
for three years and all future Assemblies be made Triennially. When towns become
large and populous they should be made Shire Towns and elect one or more
members ... and by an Act of Assembly, when summoned, persons, although not
residing, either in the Counties or the Shire towns for which they are returned, shall
be capable of sitting in the House of Assembly.”

On January 24, 1756 Admiral Spry sent a report to John Cleveland at the
Admiralty from Halifax. He said that “every day he employs from 70 to 80 men
under the inspection of Lt. Bickerton to build a wharf for the convenience of
watering his Majesty’s ships in the harbour . . . we have a reservoir at the end of it
and four separate spouts which will convey water into 4 longboats at the same time.
It has 6 feet of water at the lowest tide. It won’t cost the Government £20, whereas
had it been built by any person here it would not cost less than £300. A supply of
all kinds of naval stores is needed badly.” (This is in reference to the new Navy
Watering Place in Dartmouth.)

On February 10 parliament voted (55,032) £55:32:0 for the colony of Nova
Scotia. This did not include charges for the garrisons and the army personnel. The
merchants began to question the power of the legilation set down by the governor
and council because important laws were being passed which imposed duties on
trade and raise the revenue.

The intent was to follow the same pattern of civil laws in the state of Virginia,
prior to convening of a House of Assembly. Chief Justice Johathan Belcher made
a proposition to elect 12 members at Halifax as a county election. This would also
give merchants power and this was the start of trouble between the administration
and the merchants. This conflict for power and personal gain was overshadowed by
the Indian raids and hostilities with France.

On February 16, 1756 Spry again wrote to Cleveland about the conditions of
the Fleet, . . . Tam in hope that our ships will be cleaned (careened) by the Spring
... we take frequent opportunities to clean them on warm calm days and I perceive
the sea weed growth which grew last summer (on the hull) to come off with the least
touch now ... Isuppose there is little or no vegetation in the cold weather.”

On April 18 Captain Mantell wrote to Cleveland that he had stressed over and
over the need for decent cordage and to replace the rotten sails on his vessels. There
was also a great need for caulking.

The Court of Vice Admiralty began to meet on a very regular basis now that the
Royal Navy and the Privateers were coming and going with their captured prizes.

On June 16 the Court heard the case of a mystery vessel because it had no name.
It was seized in the Bay Verte area by H.M.Sloop Success, Captain John Rouse.
When it was fired upon by the Success, it was run ashore. It had a French crew and
they tried to set it afire. The British sailors put out the fire and then the Success
towed the vessel to Halifax. It had no register, or clearance. The cargo included
flour, beef, rum, guns, ammunition and a variety of contraband goods. John Tate
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testified that she was a British built vessel. A Mr. Thomas Hollansby testified it was
built in the town of Newbury in New England.

William Nesbit, one of His Majesty’s Advocates, declared it to be Libelled.
The court then declared the vessel condemned to public auction. Thomas
Hollensby bought this mystery schooner for the sum of £175. A total of 36 people
bid and received the cargo in various costs and value. The cargo brought in
£602:12:1. The court charges were £97:7:6. This left £493:2:7 to be split three
ways. His Majesty got a third or 164:7:6, another third to Governor Lawrence and
the other third to John Rouse and crew as the informer.

The Court of Vice Admiralty received instructions from London that had been
written on June 5, 1756. This was a written document from the Commissioners for
Executing the Office of the Lord High Admiral of Great Britain and Ireland. It
stated that, “Captured vessels of the French King shall be brought before the Court
of Vice Admiralty and shall be liable to confiscation, pursuant to the respective
Treaties before His Majesty and other Princes, States and Potentates which shall be
brought before them for trial and condemnation as of June 5, 1756 ... for so doing
this shall be their sufficient warrant.”

On June 6 HM.S.’s, Fougeux, Centurion, Litchfield, Norwich, Success and
Baltimore gave chase to some French ships off the coast of Louisburg. On June 17
they discovered six sail to the North East. The Litchfield and the Norwich captured
a 50-gun French ship on June 12 after separating from the fleet. The Centurion
captured a French ship from Bordeaux, France that was called the Equity. Other
French ships were taken and also brought into Halifax to the court of Vice
Admiralty.

John Powele, master of the ship, Success, being sworn on the Holy Evangelist,
declares that the above account is true and faithful relating to the cruize of the
H.M.Sloop Success, and others while cruizing off Louisburg when the French ships,
Equity. and the man-of-war called the, Arc en Ceil were captured.

The adjudication of the Arc en Ceiland other vessels captured by Commodore
Spry was that the rights to the Arc en Ceilwas left undetermined. The ship, Equity,
should be divided among the crew and captain of the Centurion. The other British
warships got a share of the French vessels, Dutchess de Chaulne, the sloop, St.
Francis, the snow, Printemps, and the schooner, Celemine.

Atthe court, an account was issued by George Suckling and Mr. Saul as to the
goods and effects taken out of the Arc en Ciel and signed by Thomas Saul, Joshua
Mauger and John Breynton, who were the agents for the captors. The total was
£1,094 along with £1,000 paid by Captain John Rouse into the hands of Thomas
Saul. The value was now £2,094. The court fees were £300. The final decree was
that the Captain, officers and crews of the ship, Success, and the snow, Baltimore,
were entitled to their respective shares.

On August 19 war with France and her allies was declared in Halifax. This was
no surprise to anyone and the outports began to send in workers to increase the
Public Works Programs. The harbour was being used to moor the captured French
ships. The local fishermen and wood cutters now became part of the labor force on
the Public Works Program.
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On October 3 the Indians and French were still waging war, according to a
report by Governor Lawrence to the Board. He also stated that Indians and French
had killed some men at the out ports. They would lurk around the forests and fire
upon work parties, then make offinto the forest. As aresult he strengthened the fort
at the isthmus of Chignecto called Fort Cumberland.

On October 6 Lawrence wrote to the Board in reference to a letter from the
contractors for masts in America for His Majesty’s Navy. This was to acquaint them
that the mast ships would be ready for convoy and to sail by a time now elapsed. The
Commodore was under the necessity to order Captain Rous in the, Success, to be in
that service with all possible expedition.

On November 3 Lawrence informed the Board that “The intention of the
Government to encourage fishermen to settle among the townships by giving
Bounties, has in good measure been disappointed by the laws allowing these
Bounties to be paid for all the fish, green and cured, in the Province without
distinction. The people in New England, with a lucrative view frequented this
harbour in the summer where they cured their fish. After receiving the bounty they
returned home in the fall of the year. From whence no sort of advantage could
accrue to this province. This, my Lords, I shall endeavor to rectify before any
further payment shall be made. With respect to the settlements of Lunenburg and
Lawrencetown, the latter being a kind of frontier and generally exposed to the
Indians, the inhabitants cannot without the greater care and precaution, venture into
the woods to clear the ground. This prevents them from earning money to buy their
clothes and necessities and they have to depend on Government to provide
provisions. When the troops arrive from Ireland I hope to drive out the French and
Indians. The settlers will not come from New England while the threat is on.”

In an extract of expenses required for the new settlement, £23:6:0 was
expended for clearing the common at Halifax. This was reported on the Duties and
Bounties in Nova Scotia.

In December a land grant of 190 acres was given to Charles Morris, the
provincial surveyor, for 190 acres. This grant was on the Dartmouth shore of the
harbour, opposite George’s Island, next to the grant to John Rouse and to Benjamin
Green. Another grant was given to Richard Bulkeley for 200 acres on the
Dartmouth side of the harbour. It was nextto the land of Joseph Gerrish and the land
of Benjamin Green.

To qualify as a council member you had to own land. Also these grants were
given to influential merchants and administrators who were in the favor of Governor
Lawrence. As the saying goes, “one hand washes the other,” and there is little doubt
that Lawrence was rewarded in a variety of ways.

It was apparent to the merchants that some day the French and Indians would
lose the war. Property ws therefore a very good investment for the present and the
future. Also it would continue to be the best collateral on loans.

The term of Henry Wynne and William Manthorn’s licences for the Dartmouth
ferry had expired. John Rock petitioned and obtained the ferry licences on the same
terms as his predecessors.
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1757

When Chief Justice Belcher returned to the province from Boston he took his
seatin council. Governor Lawrence laid before the council his correspondence with
the Board, or Lords of Trade and Plantations concerning his efforts to establish a
House of Representatives as per the instructions given to Edward Cornwallis. After
nine meetings the Council adopted resolutions on the subject. These resolutions
included the following, “... that there shall be elected for the province at large, until
the same shall be divided into counties, a total of 12 members: for the township of
Halifax, 4 members; for the township of Lunenburg, 2 members; for the township
of Dartmouth, 1 member; for the township of Lawrencetown, 1 member; for the
township of Annapolis Royal, 1 member, and for the township of Cumberland, 1
member.

This would combine to make a total of 22 members. The House of Assembly,
with the Governor or Commander in Chief for the time being, and the Council,
would be the General Assembly. The boundaries of each town would be
established. When 25 qualified electors are settled in Pisiquid, Minas, Cobequid,
or any other townships which may hereafter be erected, each of the said townships
so settled shall, for their encouragement, be entitled to send one representative to
the General Assembly, and shall likewise have a right of voting in the election of
representatives for the province at large.

The House of Assembly shall always consist of at least 16 members present,
besides the speaker, before they enter upon business. Members and voters must not
be ‘Popishrecusants’, nor under the age of 21 years, and must each have a ‘freehold
estate’ in the district they represent or vote for. Voters, if so required, must take the
usual state oaths and the test also, a qualification oath was prescribed. The
Governor is to issue a precept to the provost marshal or sheriff of the province, to
summoned the freeholders and hold the elections. The first precept to be made
returnable within 60 days from its date.”

Within the town of Dartmouth there were 53 families. These consisted of 81
males and 47 females, above 16 years of age; 27 males and 38 females under 16
years of age. This left a total of 191 persons.

The other main activity, this year, was the preparation for another British
invasion of Louisburg. The population of Halifax town was about 1,755 but now it
was overwhelmed by the presence of 3,000 soldiers and Rangers. There were just
as many, if not more, sailors when the fleet was in.

Lord Loudon brought up eleven battalions of British redcoats, and two
battalions of the Royal American Regiment, and a corps of Rangers led by Captain
Robert Rogers. The army camped on the new cleared Citadel Hill.

In the autumn months a battalion of Montgomery’s Highlanders were quartered
in Dartmouth Cove. A training program for an amphibious attack on Louisburg was
being held at the Dartmouth Cove and area. The training was very extensive and
thorough. The training program had the shore of Dartmouth being used as a testing
area for amphibious landings. This would also spread along the other parts on the
east side of the harbour. The center was what was referred to as Creighton’s Cove.
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It involved firing cannon and landing in force. Many years later, those residents
who tried to cultivate their gardens found numerous cannon balls imbedded in the
earth.

This activity attracted the French and their Indian allies. The usual method of
hit and run tactics were carried on as was the case when they raided the out lying
areas of Eastern Passage and Point Pleasant Park. There were several casualties and
it convinced the Governor to withdraw the settlers and the small garrison at
Lawrencetown. This garrison likely joined forces with the Eastern Battery near
Dartmouth to continue the attack preparations.

This year had the ill fortune to witness another serious epidemic after Loudon
had informed Lawrence of a fever that had broken out among his troops. The first
thing that Loudon did was to complain to Lawrence about the great quantities of rum
being sold by unlicenced retailers to the sailors and the troops. There was a general
knowledge thatif continued, it would prove the fatal consequences to both services.
If allowed to continue, Loudon would feel justified to order all liquor found in the
possession of unlicenced retailers to be destroyed.

The Council then empowered the Provost Marshal and his deputies to enter
such houses or areas, seize the liquor, and place them in the King’s Store house until
the departure of the ships and the Regiments.

Rum was the largest single commodity that was always in demand. The rum
sellers would follow the fleet and the Regiments wherever they went. They would
usually pitch a tent on any beach or clearing until they could rent or buy a dwelling
if they would be around the area for any period of time. They also had women that
came to sell the rum or other services. The civilians patronized these sellers because
it was the custom of the day to either pay wages or barter the goods or services for
rum. It was often a medium of exchange for manufactured goods. The settlers
would sometimes have a surplus in their own barter economy such as fish, furs,
timber, lumber, and livestock products, such as: pickled or salted meat, grain, corn,
butter and cheese, boots, harnesses, etc. For about the last century the European
vessels would visit settlements along the coast of New England and now Nova
Scotia, to openly trade for goods.

Little, if any, money was used and the vessels would exchange rum for anything
of a comparative value. Rum was also used to make the numerous home remedies
that were needed for a variety of cures, or even panaceas, not to mention the
stimulant effect. In this case, it would be added to a variety of roots, inner or outer
bark, or flowers and stems. These remedies applied to the livestock as well as
children and adults.

The “Barter” system was a way of life for the early settlers. If credit was
extended from shopkeepers, it was very, very expensive. The merchants in London
would charge over 150% above prime cost and they also were responsible for the
Navigation Laws that prohibited any manufacturing of goods in the colonies. This
was very difficult to enforce but, it was a major reason why the 13 colonies rebelled
in 1775. The pioneer settlers soon learned how to trade with the smugglers and at
least it provided excitement, daring and a chance to ignore the merchants and their
puppet politicians in Halifax.
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When the Loyalists came to Canada, one of the first things the British
government did was to abandon most of these Navigation laws and permit local
manufacturing to take place.

Local distilleries were built for converting molasses from the West Indes into
rum. The high tariffs would be placed on imported rum and this was supposed to
protect these local distillers from foreign competition. There was no tariff on rum
that was imported from England, mainly because the merchant firms in England had
their, “branch offices,” located in the new settlement. This caused ill feeling with
the settlers because all their wages were spent on necessities at very high prices.
Alsonone of this money was staying in the colony to be recirculated on a local basis.
The people also knew the Council and Administration were chosen for their
“loyalty” to well connected people in England.

When the settlers traded with the smugglers they felt a sense of revenge against
a system that fostered monopolies at the expense of the common people.

During the fall season Lord Loudon cancelled the expedition to Louisburg for
at least this year. This surprised the civilian population as well as the navy and the
Regiments. He was never popular with any of the troops and he lacked confidence
to the point of cowardice. Another problem was when he returned to New England
with his army, he left the smallpox that had been brought by his troops. During the
cold bitter winter that year, over 700 people died from small pox.

Admiral Holborne ignored Loudon and sailed to Louisburg to fight the French
fleet. It was bad timing because the equinoctial gale season was always in the area
during the fall months. Two of Holborne’s ships were wrecked in one of these gales
and the other ships returned to Halifax for the winter. His stay in Halifax had been
unpredictable since he sailed for America in April with 11 ships of the line, and 50
transports carrying 6,200 soldiers commanded by General Hospon. He returned on
June 30 from New York with transports, enough to give everybody the confidence
to fight the 18 French men of war ships at Louisburg.

On July 9 Admiral Holburne arrived in Halifax with his fleet and transports.
Everything seemed ready, but then on July 16 Lord Loudon complained that the
fever was spreading among his troops from the rum sold by unlicensed retailers, so
the governor and council ordered all liquors held by merchants and traders to be
locked in the King’s stores immediately.

On August 25 it was resolved to withdraw the soldiers from Lawrencetown.
The settlers also withdrew because of their apprehension of the French and Indians.

Life among the settlers had remained the same, regardless of all the activity by
the additional army troops and the naval forces.

In February, the Inferior Court of Common Pleas ordered James Baldwin of
Dartmouth, carpenter, to pay £7 to William Johnson of Halifax, retailer. This was
to be paid by the first Tuesday of March. Baldwin had signed a Promissory Note to
Johnson for £5:17:5 by August 25, 1755 but had failed to do so.

In August, the same court ordered Samuel Blackden, Dartmouth cordwainer
(bootmaker), to pay £12 to John Codman from Charlestown Mass., by the first
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Tuesday of September. Blackden had signed a Promissory Note to pay £9:3:4 by
July 1 0of 1757 but failed to do so. The court also ordered Luke Baldwin, carpenter
from Dartmouth, to pay £12 to William Shares, Halifax trader, on the first Tuesday
of September. Luke Baldwin had signed a note in November of 1751 to pay James
Buller £10 within one year. The note was endorsed to William Shares, who called
for judgement.

In October, Governor Lawrence went to Chignecto to supervise some military
defences. In his place was the Lt. Governor, Moncton. He reported to the Board on
October 13 that the Council took the affairs of Lawrencetown into consideration
and resolved to withdraw the inhabitants that had remained there as they were under
constant threat of the enemy.

On October 15, 1757 Moncton wrote to the Board that couriers had returned
from Louisburg. The French had 17 line of Battle ships still at anchor in the harbour.
Moncton then sent a copy to Admiral Holburn, recommending a considerable naval
force be kept at Halifax during the winter because the harbour is much exposed from
attack by an enemy and also a land attack may be expected. “... Protection from the
French Privateers would be provided by such a naval force to protect our
provisioning vessels and the vessels that bring firewood up from Lunenburg ...”

There was also a report on the Estimates for work repairs for 1757. A total of
£500 was estimated to finish the fort and the battery on the east side of the harbour...
The finishing of this work had been prevented by wet weather, and work on other
batteries. The pay list for all the artificers needed to finish the Fort and the battery
on the eastern side of the harbour was £1,850:18:2.

There was a difficulty in getting enough workmen because the war brought on
the privateering profession. In the harbour of New York there were 39 privateer
vessels and the other ports on the Atlantic seaboard were hastily competing with
each other.

The Court of Vice Admiralty had its share this year of the results of the
privateering activities. On August 26 H.M.Schooner Wasp, Captain Mathew
McNamara, captured the French schooner, L 'Jeune Marie, on its way to Louisburg
from Bayeux, France. The court decreed that the vessel and cargo to be a lawful
prize and ordered it to be delivered into the hands of John Hale and Joshua Mauger,
the ownership of the said Privateer schooner, Wasp, and agents for the Captain and
crew. Actually, Governor Lawrence had given Captain McNamara a letter of
marque, and acommission to seize and subdue the King’s enemies in August, 1757.
The court ruled that in as much as His Majesty’s Royal Will and Pleasure, touching
the Distribution of Prizes of War condemned in this court is not yetknown to us, we
do further order that the said schooner be first appraised, “‘on oath,” by three persons
appointed by us, and that the said Hale and Mauger give sufficient security to this
Court in double the appraised value. The Warrant Appraisement stated the vessel
at £50, the cargo at £295, and iron hearth at 30 shillings.

On October 21 there was a charge of “Libel” against the French schooner,
Clemene. 1t was captured by H.M.Ship Fougeux, Captain Spry. This vessel was
captured at the mouth of the River St. Lawrence, bound to Quebec from Ile St. Jean.
It carried 160 French neutrals.
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On November 8 Edward Boscawen, Vice Admiral of the Blue, on the H.M.S.
Torbay, captured the French ship, Emanuel. The Court condemned the French ship
and cargo as alawful prize. The Torbay then captured two more French vessels, the
La Modeste, and the Anthonie. They were also condemned as prizes.

A French privateer called, Pont Chartrain, was captured by the privateer,
Musquito, commissioned as a private ship-of-war, and it captured the sloop,
Patience. The Patience was from Martinico in the West Indes. It was registered as
aDutch vessel with Dutch goods, but threw the register papers overboard when the
English appeared. The cargo was of 18 hogsheads of sugar and coffee. The cargo
was under custody of the Naval Officer Collector and the Marshal of the court. The
decree pronounced on May 11 was that the 15 bags of coffee be a lawful prize. The
rest of the coffee and sugar was delivered to Captain John Blom who claimed this
property going to Amsterdam. He had one year to prove these goods were for
Holland. Otherwise, the goods would be unloaded and the bags of coffee to be
delivered to the marshal of the court for public auction.

It was testified that the crew had been tortured by the thumb screw and their
private parts put into a hand vice. Also the private property of the crew was taken.
The Court then ordered a warrant to apprehend the said John Crowley and crew of
the Patience, and that they be committed to H.M. Goal in Halifax, to be examined
by the court. The victims were to appear as witnesses. This took place while the
Privateer was sailing under a French flag.

The said captain and crew of the privateer, Musquito, or their agents, pay or
cause to be paid to Christian Beak the sum of £10: Sybrant Johnson, £4; Otho
Gabriel, £5; Claus Peterson, £4:8:0; Cybrant Claus, £5:12:0; Peter Rulus, £3:18:0;
Andreas Benedict, £2:10:0; and Peter Hendrick, £1:1:3.

This was consideration of and preparation for the goods and effects taken from
them by the crew of the privateer—also Mathew Pennel, the captain, and John
Crawley, the second Lieutenant of the snow, Mosquito, were to pay £2:10:0 each to
Cybrant Johnson, Otho Gabriel and Claus Peterson. And an additional £5 each in
the proportions of aforesaid for pain, damages, injury and also to pay the costs of the
court.

On June 15 Admiral Boscawen’s fleet captured two French ships and two
Doggers that were carrying provisions from France to Louisburg. This included the
ship St. Claire, 300 tons, ship Duc d’Hosar, 100 tons, dogger Prince de Domrasand
the St. Germain, 100 tons. These were condemned as lawful prizes on June 30,
1757.

On July 18 the goods and merchandise of the snow Blakeney, Thomas Martin
master, due to the stress of weather on the voyage from London to Nova Scotia,
received damage and praying a survey of the same and sold for the benefit of the
insurers. The court empowered the merchant Gerrish and McKown to make a
survey and report their opinion as to the actual damage or not and appraise the same.
These merchants were not convinced that the damage was owed to the stress of the
weather or the snowstorm while anchored in the River Thames or at Falmouth. The
inventory of goods damaged in shipment from London, amounted to £1,054
onboard the snow, Blakeney. These goods had been insured by Andrew Moffat for
£700 and Thomas Bell for £380, for a total of £1,080. The court ordered a public
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auction of goods and money arisen from the goods to be paid to the Register for the
benefit of the insurers. The total raised was £86 less £1 commission and £9 court
costs.

The next case heard in the court was a Libel charge against the French prize
captive schooner called Appollo. It was taken by the schooner Huzzah, commander
William Phipps, privateer, near Cape Breton. The French crew had deserted the
vessel, then rowed ashore. Asthe English small boat rowed to the vessel, the French
fired at them from the shore. The vessel was decreed as a lawful prize and a Warrant
of Appraisement was directed to three men. They appraised the vessel at £110, with
cargo.

A Mr. Tollensby swore in court that the Appollo was his vessel and had sold it
to Mr. Hews of Boston. It was then called the Flying Fish, when he sold it last
October. Captain Mulbury swore the schooner had belonged to Mr. Codman in
Boston and then had a new square sail and jib when in Codman’s possession. Mr.
Benjamin Davis testified he was a passenger in the schooner and was captured by
the French last March. He was taken to St. Peters, then to Louisburg, and heard the
vessel condemned. —Ordered— The marshal take possession of the said vessel and
all the goods not claimed be put into possession of the captors.

On July 6 a Libel charge laid against the schooner, Love, and cargo for illicit
trade. It had been captured by H.M.Sloop Vulture, Captain John Scaiffe, and
ordered on July 4 that the schooner and cargo be taken into custody: The court ruled
that Captain and vessel violated the laws of the Plantations in carrying provisions to
aneutral port. The vessel and the cargo was condemned and forfeited, also to be
sold by the marshal of this court at public auction. It was appraised at £2,608 for
vessel and cargo. They sold for £2,445:19:1, less Commission costs of £48:18:6
and the court charges were £862:15:0.

On July 18 the court heard the case against the ship Hercule, which was
captured by Captain John Laforey on the H.M. Sloop-of-War, the Hind. The charge
of Libel was made by Mr. George Suckling, one of the Proctors of the court. These
ships had met on June 4 and fought for over an hour. The Hercule had 7 guns
manned by 7 mariners, who came from St. Domingo and were bound for Bordeaux.
This was a French privateer with a letter of marque. Just before the English captured
the Hercule the letter of marque was thrown overboard. A Proclamation was made
for the claimants to appear but nobody came forth. There were several English
prisoners onboard as hostages but all were set free by the crew of the Hind.

On August 9 William Nesbitt, for John Newton, the Advocate General,
preferred a Libel charge against the sloop, Dolphin, Josiah Beal, master, for illicit
trade. The Court ruled after the proclamation read and nobody appeared, that the
vessel and cargo to be forfeited and sold by the Marshal of this court, by Public
Auction on Saturday, August 13, 1757.

The inventory made by three people was £68:7:6. The cargo consisted of 48
sheep, lumber, boards, etc. Josiah Beal bought the sheep and lumber for £15. A Mr.
John Simpson bought the sloop for £51:17:0.

On August 9 another vessel, Dolphin, had a charge of Libel on it with a French
crew onboard. It was a Ketch that was bound from Cape Francois to Bordeaux,
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France, with a cargo of sugar, coffee and indigo. e vessel was captured by Housman
Bradley, Captain of H.M.S. Hawk. The vessel was condemned by the court and the
usual consequences followed.

On August 12 a Libel case versus a snow was held by the Court of Vice
Admiralty. It was captured at Cape Breton by the H.M.S. Hussar, Captain William
Phipps, at Spainish River, Cape Breton Island on July 8. The vessel and cargo were
condemned to public auction.

On August 27 the Libel charge versus the French ship L 'Hereux was heard. It
was captured by Samuel Faulkner, Captain of H.M.S. Windsor. The L ’Hereux was
a French privateer. These vessels met on June §. The French vessel had 10 guns
mounted and operated by 27 mariners. It surrendered and was taken into Halifax
harbour. It was condemned by the court as a lawful prize.

On September 9 the charge of Libel was heard against the captured vessel,
Providence. Tt was taken by Robert Richie, captain of the schooner, Gibralter, on
acruize August 26 near Louisburg. The court condemned the Providence and cargo
as a lawful prize.

On September 12 the case of Libel against a French sloop, name unknown, was
heard. It was captured near Isle Royal when the crew deserted the vessel with all the
papers. It was taken by the vessel, Three Brothers, Lt. John Brown master. It was
condemned as a lawful prize.

1758

The long bitter cold winter kept the towns people busy mainly on the Public
Works Program. The mariners returned to their homes and families, if they were
married, if they couldn’t get a berth on a trading vessel to the West Indes. During
the days they usually putin a 12-hour workday but in the long, tiresome, dark, winter
nights the only diversion was drinks. The stores, at the head of the merchants
wharves also served rum which helped to warm the customers before any
transaction. A barrel of rum was for customers and they took full advantage of it.
The taverns were usually the center for social gossip or activity, but mainly a chance
to get out of the house and catch up on the local news. For those who could read and
write, there were magazines and stray papers brought in by the mariners while
ashore from privateering or merchant service. Fishermen shared news of any
encounters at sea, off the coast, etc., such as shipwrecks or weather damaged vessels
along the coast. Smuggling was always going to be a way oflife, no matter what the
consequences were. This was one reason why there were so many mariners signed
on to come to Halifax harbour with Cornwallis in 1748 and 1749. They did not
intend to be tradesmen or farmers. They knew the risks but also knew there was a
good chance to get on a successful ship that shared the prize money with all the
crew. The tavern was the news office for the day and the ferrymen and passengers
would relate any tidbit of gossip or unpopular news to those who were willing to
listen.

The most active churches were St. Pauls and the dissenting church, and these
would relay important news from the administration.
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To provide some form of entertainment the patrons of the taverns would
memorize sections of the Bible. The patrons would listen to familiar parts of the
bible and often generate fierce debates and arguments. People would often tell
interesting stories on how they became converts of religion, whether it was true or
not, it mattered only that it was interesting. Debates would result in challenges but
usually it was all in a night of entertainment.

The majority of patrons, however, came for the cheapest, most vile mixture of
cheap rum that could be concocted. The cheaper the rum the more vile it was and
the reaction was unpredictable. This was mostly the cause of brawls and trouble
between one group or the other. The best rum would be sold on or just after pay day
for the army, navy and those on the Public Works Program. For those who were low
on money they would have to take their chances on whatever the tavern keeper
would serve.

When the Admiralty heard that Samuel Blagden was serving the cheap, vile,
unpredictable local made rum, they had the Court of Vice Admiralty pull down, and
destroy by fire, his tavern. This was according to the diary of Nathaniel Knapps,
which was published by the Society of Colonial Wars. It explained the life of a
garrisoned soldier at Dartmouth in 1758.

In the Spring of 1758 Admiral Boscawen returned to Halifax harbour with 41
warships, 120 transports and 12,000 Army troops. The towns of Halifax and
Dartmouth were swarming with soldiers and sailors and a host of camp followers
that would sell whatever was required to these off duty servicemen. The merchants
never had it so good and they raised their prices to whatever they wanted to.

General Amherst was late in arriving at Halifax and Governor Lawrence was in
nominal command until he came. The other Army officer in charge was James
Wolfe. This was a man of destiny. He had absolutely no compromise on military
affairs and he was determined to capture Louisburg. He was responsible for
rehearsing the amphibious landing exercises at Dartmouth Cove. He would adopt
his amphibious lessons at Louisburg with favourable results. He had fascines, storm
ladders, assault equipment, all newly designed and tested over and over before he
made his attack on Louisburg. Admiral Boscawen had a cart designed to haul
cannon guns and ammunition through the swamps around Louisburg.

The most practical precaution was the health of the troops. Epidemics would
nottake the heavy toll of army, navy and even civilian personnel as it did in previous
years. The planting of cabbages and other fresh green vegetables helped to prevent
scurvy. The main item was spruce beer that was now popular with the New England
troops.

It was made from spruce bark, molasses and yeast. It was so successful that it
became compulsory at the Nova Scotia garrisons for many years. The navy had a
tradition of, “Calling all hands aft to splice the main-brace ...” This meant a stifftot
of West Indes rum for everybody aboard the ship. It was part of their daily ration.
It was usually served when shortening sails and the “watch,” came on deck. All
hands were piped aft and then it was served.

The soldiers were served the usual grog allowance of one gill of rum to three
gills of water. It was no surprise that when these men went ashore, or left their army
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quarters that they first went to the local taverns. Few, ifany, were able to save their
pay from one pay day to the next.

The drink was hard, but so was their discipline. For the merest offence or,
breach of discipline, which was, ... prejudicial to the good order of the service...”
they would be flogged with a whip, called the cat of nine tails.

The very least infraction would bring 100 lashes. Anything serious meant 1000
lashes, if the person could survive this. Another penalty was, “... riding the wooden
horse ...” A man had to sit naked on a sharp wooden rail and be carried from street
to street. There were weights tied to his feet so that every step caused pain.

The Navy would flog men from one ship to another. Ifhe lived, which was rare,
he would be permanently crippled for the rest of his life.

Hanging was very common then and it was usually done at the scene of a crime.
The gallows would be erected and the person hanged would be left to show an
example to the rest of society. This applied to both men and women, boys and girls.
The body was left exposed in a “gibbet,” and the intent was to set an example that
crime does not pay.

On May 28 Admiral Boscawen set sail with his fleet to Louisburg. Halifax
harbour was the staging area for the Louisburg expedition. The Army, under
General Amherst and their transports, also departed for what would become a
successful campaign by the total defeat of the French army and fortress at
Louisburg. This included their Indian allies and religious advisors.

The military garrison at Fort Clearance remained but the Public Works
Program continued. A post office was finally established at Halifax. The postage
was always paid for by the person receiving the “post.” There was no delivery
outside of this post office. The people of Dartmouth would ask the ferryman, or a
passenger, to bring the mail to them. There were no envelopes as the letter was
folded into an oblong packet and sealed with a daub of red or black wax. The
address was written on the outer fold.

On May 20, 1758 the Council met at the Governor’s house to plan for the
Representative Assembly of the province in the autumn. Governor Lawrence
reflected his disapproval for civilians to make governmental decisions, but he was
out numbered and out voted by the New England civilians on the council. These
people were better acquainted with the instinct of self government and there were
more New Englanders coming into the Province, then those from Europe, where
authority was everything.

The Public Works Program was stepped up when General Amherst returned
after the capture of Louisburg and the surrender by the French forces. The first thing
he did was to walk to Point Pleasant to review the defences. Then he took a boat to
George’s Island and then to Fort Clearance in Dartmouth. His comment on Fort
Clearance was that it was good enough to withstand an Indian attack, but
recommended it be built up to withstand a naval attack. When the two Regiments
of Regulars and two battalions of Royal Americans came to Halifax from
Louisburg, they were allowed to work on the Public Works Program to supplement
their low pay. They had the barest of accommodations and most of them could only
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drink themselves insensible against the long, cold, bitter winter. Some of these men
died of camp fever, alcohol and food poisoning.

With all the money being spent on rum, the excise duty collected helped the
treasury raise an appropriation of £400 toward finishing the construction of St.
Paul’s Church in Halifax. Another £100 was voted toward construction of the
Dissenting Meeting House, and £100 for salaries for the Judges of the Common
Pleas.

The Inferior Court of Common Pleas ordered Thomas Hardin of Dartmouth,
cordwainer, to pay £10 to Richard Tritton, Halifax, shopkeeper, by the first Tuesday
of March. Hardin signed a note to pay George Suckling, Attorney for Richard
Triton, each, the sum of £4:19:5 by November 1, 1757 but failed to do so.

In London, England, the operating grant to Nova Scotia for 1758 included £800
to complete the Fort on the Dartmouth shore. The previous year had estimated only
£500, but after the estimated sum had been sent out, the sudden and violent rainfalls,
after a long period of drought, carried away the sods into the ditch. This destroyed
the summer’s work. There was a great deal of stone around the property and it was
used to replace the sods and found to be less expensive. The labourers are scarce
because they are on the privateer vessels or involved with the army. This held back
the work from completion.

On January 27, 1758 there was a list of grievances and complaints brought
forward by the “freecholders” in Nova Scotia. Certain merchants were trying to keep
the colony in its present miserable state of dependency. Among the list of names
complained against was Benjamin Green. He was described as a favourite who
reaps the fruit of the public trust to the value of £1,000 per annum. It was people like
him who shared the Annual grant from England, but the common people wanted to
develop a peacetime industry of farming, fishing, lumbering, etc. The Frecholders
requested Gentlemen of civil principles and those who would encourage honest

industry.

On May 20, 1758 Benjamin Green wrote to the Lt. Governor about who should
be in charge of the Province in the absence of the Governor and the Lt. Governor.
He suggested he was the senior member of the council, and as the eldest councilor,
should be in charge of the civil affairs of the Province. The council voted in
Jonathan Belcher to be in charge when the Governor and Lt. Governor were away.

OnOctober 2 the first meeting of the General Assembly took place. There were
19 members returned in attendance. Robert Sanderson was elected to be the
speaker of the House.

On October 19 it was resolved to build a Lighthouse at Sambro. On November
2 the Jews burying ground was to be taken for a workhouse.

Acts that were passed included establishing and regulating duties of impost on
wines, beer, rum and other distilled spiritous liquors. An act was passed for the
granting of bounties and premiums on the fencing and improving of lands, raising
grain, roots, hay, hemp, flax and the catching and curing of fish. Anotheract passed
was for regulating to the size of bread and for ascertaining the standard of weights
and measures.
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On December 4 the House ordered different public officers to furnish lists of
their fees. The next day John Collier, the Judge of Admiralty, returned the scale of
fees in the probate court but declined to furnish a table of fees in the Court of
Admiralty. This led to a charge by George Suckling that members of the council
were taking fees as were grievous and oppressive. Later an address to the governor
suggesting a bill to regulate fees, including Vice Admiralty was passed.

On December 26 Richard Bulkeley was appointed by Lawrence as the
Secretary of the Province. Mr. Charles Morris, Joshua Mauger and Charles Proctor
were appointed to value the land at Gorham’s Point. This is now part of the
Dockyard and it marked the beginning of the Naval Dockyard operation in Halifax
harbour.

Other complaints made against Governor Lawrence that somehow did not get
any further than the office of the Governor. These include:

1. Ofall the unnecessary vessels in the Provincial Service, which wastes money,
not one vessel belongs to any man of business, but are used by half pay officers
in the government pay. These vessels were used to supply out ports and the
fortifications. No contract for government is tendered and only certain people
always get the work.

Lawrence uses Army officers by appointment to get these contracts.

3. Lawrence took away the property of anybody who dared to speak out against
his policies.

4. The Germans, after being brought here and supported at a very great expense,
were suffered to enlist in the Army. They received fewer provisions than the
English. About 1,500 acres on the Halifax peninsula were cultivated and
fenced in by the Germans, but the soldiers have pillaged the crops and
destroyed their fences and about 20 houses. In the suburbs, 40 houses were
pulled down and then burnt by the soldiers who were encouraged by their
officers who also threatened anybody who tried to prevent it.

5. Greatnumbers of cattle owned by the Acadians and abandoned, were given to
the favourites of Lawrence, especially Irish Papists, while poor Protestant
families could not get a cow for their families.

6. There is no place of safety for the women and children in case of an attack. A
most commodious place would be Citadel Hill, if a fort was erected there ... A
pilot boat is needed here.

7. The trade of the colony could be established in the fishery, timber, joists,
boards, clapboards, shingles, hoops, staves and the fur trade. The soil is
suitable for growing crops and hay.

8. There is a great need for a House of Representatives. Lawrence had used his
considerable influence to go against this by having people sign a petition
against having a House of Representatives, and by threats and promises he
could only get 11 people to sign it.

9. He made the Germans in Lunenburg feel indebted to his bounty for their
provisions. They prefer an allowance of money and not be victualled by one of
his agents. They prefer to grow the provisions on their farms and induce others
to apply their industry to the tillage and manuring of their land. Ifnot successful
a public granary would save money.
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On October 12, 1758 a proclamation was announced by Governor Lawrence,
for settlers to cultivate the 100, thousand vacant acres when the Acadians left. On
November 12 another proclamation asked for labourers and artificers. The
artificers to be paid 18 pence per day, and the labourers would be paid 6 pence per
day. This would be for the Public Works Program in the Halifax harbour area.

Admiral Boscawen began to send regular reports to the Admiralty and it
reflected a concern for a permanent Navy Yard in Halifax. The Admiralty’s
concern began with a report in 1752 which stated, “... as the wharf for careening
ships is proposed to be built at either George’s or Cornwallis Island, I think you
should purchase Mr. Barnard’s house wharf for Yard Officers as well as the
storehouses at the same place the careening yard is fixed ...”

When Boscawen came in May of 1758 he wrote about bringing a mast ship
here, the Prince Frederick, “... the troops from Philadelphia and New England are
arriving ... I shall send the H.M.S. Beaver to Piscataqua to bring the mast ship
here...most of my ships need yards and top masts as well as some of their lower
masts ... not a spare stick of any sort here...”

Later that year, after the defeat of the French at Louisburg, on November 1,
1758 he reported to their Lordships that he stopped the Centurion and the Norwich
to stay with convoy for the mast ships, as ordered by their Lordships.

The Admiralty was very concerned about naval timber in general but in
particular, the supply of masts, spars, bowsprits, etc., was getting the most attention.
This concern was brought about because the French ships captured at Louisburg
had come from Riga (Baltic Sea area) and this meant a serious rivalry for this timber.
It was also well known that the French were using timber from North America. The
Admiralty began to protect their naval timber sources and their policy was passed
on to the Royal Navy officers.

Admiral Charles Holmes was requested to inform the Admiralty about the
status of naval stores as early as 1754. He reported that the province of Virginia was
left quite exposed when the HM.S. Garlandleft that station “... I judged it highly
necessary to order her back, and as the Naval Stores that were shipped on June 24,
1755 onboard the Nancy, out of Deptford yard for building two schooners that are
remaining there. I have ordered Capt. Arbuthnot to send them to New York ...

As the application of the agents to the contractors for masts for H.M. Navy, I
have ordered the Success to convoy the mast ships to England if no other man-of-
war is ordered on that service here with. I send copies to Captain Rouse at Halifax.”

The protection of the fishing vessels from Halifax was ensured when the
Admiralty, in 1756 sent orders to vessels on the American coast. “... You are to
proceed to Newfoundland and use your best endeavors to sink, take, burn and
otherwise destroy, any ships and vessels of the enemy you shall find there as well as
to burn or otherwise destroy the fishery, then return to rendezvous orders to the
H.M.S. Litchfield”

On September of 1756 a letter from Charles Apthorpe and Sons was sent to
Commodore Holmes. (This reflected the naval timber policy that would eventually
be transferred from New England to Nova Scotia.) “... We are agents to the
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contractors for the Navy and are loading two ships which will be ready to sail in
three weeks ... The Government is by contract to appoint a convoy for all ships in
that service ... we take the liberty of informing you thereof and to beg that you would
be pleased to order such convoy for them as you may think proper. They are loading
at Portsmouth in New Hampshire and are ships of about 600-700 tons and navigated
by 30 men and in every respect well found, and as their cargo may be of dangerous
consequences should they fall into the hands of the enemy, we doubt not but you will
comply with our request.

“We applied to Captain Shirley to take them under his care, but as he carrys
home the Governor, he said he could not.”

Signed Charles Apthorpe and Sons to Admiral Holmes

Admiral Holmes then wrote to Captain Rouse on the Success, in Halifax, to go
to Portsmouth to convoy the mast ships... “You are hereby required and directed to
complete your water and provisions to three months of all species and proceed ...”

To have an idea of how much pounding by cannon shot a mast was exposed to
in battle, we have a report from a Mr. Milburn Warren, carpenter. He reported on
the damage to the masts of the H.M.S. Grafton, that engaged four French man-of-
war ships off Louisburg on July 27, 1756. “... for masts, ... one large shot through
the body of the main mast eleven feet from the upper deck. The “cheek” of the main
mast shot to pieces about the middle of the cheek in length. The foremast received
one shot, about 2% inches in diameter, and another shot 5 inches just above the
collar of the main stay ... The flying jib boom was shot one-third in from the outer
end, the upper part also, but 2 inches in width ...”

On October 26 Commodore Holmes wrote to Governor Lawrence, “... re your
request to have 2 ships of the line winter here in Halifax for the safety and protection
ofthat province . . . [ have the discretionary powers to keep ships ... etc. The French
have no ships of force here, but one frigate in North America.

“I shall leave H.M.S. Nottingham, to guard and protect the harbour, along with
the Frigates I shall leave, ... then I shall proceed to England...” He also made a
request for the naval stores necessary to employ smiths and other artificers and to
make furniture for H.M. Ships.

On August 7 Admiral Francis Holborne sent areport to the Admiralty from the
H.M.S. Newark, in Halifax. He said there were many vessels employed in carrying
timber, planks, fascines, gabions and other things needed for the expedition. He
stated, “... I sent a mast ship to Piscataqua to take in masts and return her with the
Nightingale, as we have not a stick in all this country fit for lower masts, top masts
or bowsprits and several of the ships are with sprung masts now ... all provisions for
the troops are aboard the man-of-war ships and the whole army is victualled by their
contractors which Lord Louden thought was best ...”

On September 28 Admiral Holburne reported on the state of his squadron.
After the attack on Louisburg they met with a severe gale of wind. Outof21 ships,
only 9 of these had all their masts standing. Three ships had to raise jury masts to
carry them into port, (they were in tow.) One ship had to rig a foremast and jury
mast. Two ships were seen with no masts or standing bowsprits. Two ships only had
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their foremasts and bowsprits standing. Three ships had to be towed in Halifax.
One vessel, the Nightingale, lost her mizzen mast and main top mast. Two vessels
were lostin the storm. All of the ships lost some men, guns, anchors, bread and gun
powder, and were damaged one way or another. At Halifax they had masts but
neither sails or rigging.

On November 4, 1757 Commodore Holburne wrote to the Admiralty while
onboard the H.M.S. Newark, in Halifax harbour. He said that all stores that could
be spared have been shipped to the disabled ships, and those ships here need
cordage, sails and cables ... “With our stores available we<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>