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Halifax Ladies’ College.

Art Studio.
Conservatory of Music.

(In affiliation with Dalhousie University.)

Staff consists of 30 members.
Preparation for the University a Specialty.
Music and Art in all their branches taught by Skilled "Artists.

For Calendars and information apply to
REV. ROBERT LAING, M. A., Halifax, N. S.

8.1, Gameron

Druggist and
Expert Optician,

219 Brunswick St.,
HALIEAX, N. S.

Lenses Ground, Eyes
Tested, Frames Fitted.

SURGICAL INSTRU-
MENTS, POCKET CASES,
DRUGS & MEDICINES.

Discount to STUDENTS.

HALIFAX TRANSFER COMPANY, vt

HEAD OFFICES, 134 HOLLIS ST., HALIFAX, N. S.

]

TELEPHONE 581,

CARRIAGES and SLEIGHS fof every deseription, including large comfortable

FOR STUDENTS. ™
Sleighs for Drives. s SPECIAL RATES
BAGGAGE and PARCEL DEL!VERY to all parts of the City.

The Student’s Grocery.

k the
We are in sympathy with the Students and as
privilege of supplying those who are Lodging with

Grocerles. Provisions, Etc.

BUTTER AND EGGS A SPECIALTY.

£ ARCHIBALD & SON,

27 Spring Garden Road:

PROMPT DELIVERY.
TFLEPHONE ”7.

(i)

coL WELL BRO THERS,

Manufacturers, Importers and Retailers of

(entlemen’s Furnishings,

Hats, Shirts, Gloves, Jersey Outfits,
Caps, Collars, Umbrellas, Club Outfits,
Trunks, Ties, Mufflers, Waterproofs, !
Valises, Purses, Underwear.

10 p. c. DISCOUNT TO DALHOUSIE STUDENTS.

123 Hollis St., & 91 to 93 Barrington St., Halifax, Nova Scotia.
Barber Shop

| )
".I. and Bath Rooms.

BEST EQUIPPED AND LARGEST IN CANADA,

8 Barrington St, HALIFAX, N.S. <10 BARBERS. |
ALB'T. H. BUGKLEY,Ph.M.

ez Chemist s e
49 Spring Garden Road, Halifax,‘ N. ' 8.

High Grade Drugs and Chemicals, Special attention given to. e f
prescriptions. Telephone connection day and night $ i
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' 'I")R. TAFT BROS. MEDICINE Co.
- Gentlemen : 1 was troubled with Asthma for 22 years. I have tried numerous
. remedies, but they have all failed. . I ran across your advertisement and started with a

(i)

ASTHMA CURE FREE!

Asthmalene Brings Instant Relief and Permanent Cure in All Cases.

SENT ARSOLUTELY FREE ON RECEIPT OF POSTAL.
WRITE YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS PLAINLY.

There is nothing like Asthmalene. It brings
instant relief even in the worst cases. It cures
when all else fails.

‘The Rev. C. F. WELLS, of Villa Ridge, IlI,
says : “Your trial bottle of Asthmalene received
in good condition. 1 cannot tell you how thank-
ful 1 feel for the good derived from it 1 was a
slave, chained with putrid sore throat and
Asthma for ten years. | despaired of ever being
cured. 1 saw your advertisement for the cure of
this dreadful and tormenting disease, Asthma,
and thought you had overspoken yourselves, but
resolved to give it a trial. To my astonishment,
the trial acted like a charm. Send me a full-

sized bottle.’

Rev. Dr. Morris Wechsler,
Rabbi of the Cong. Bnai Israel.
NEw YORK, Jan. 3, 190L.
DRrs. TAFT BRos. MEDICINE CO.,

Gentlemen : Your Asthmalene is an excellent
remedy for Asthma and Hay Fever, and its com-
position alleviates all troubles which combine
with Asthma. Its success is astonishing and
wonderful.

After having it carefully analyzed, we can state
that Asthmalene contains no opium, morphine,

chloroform or ether. Very truly yours,
REV. DR. MORRIS WECHSLER.

RELIEF.

DR. TAFT BROS. MB*ICINE Co. A AvYON SPriINGS, N. Y., Feb. 1, 1901.

Gentlemen : I write this testimonial from a sense of duty, having tested the wonder-
tul effect of your Asthmalene, for the cure of Asthma. My wife has been afflicted with
spasmodic asthina for the past 12 years. Having exhausted my own skill as well as
many others, I chanced to see your sign upon your windows on 130th street, New York,
I at once obtained a bottle of Asthmalene. My wife commenced taking it about the
first of November. 1 very soon noticed a radical improvement. After using one bottle
her Asthma has disippeared and she is entirely free from all symptoms. I feel that I can

' consistently recommend the med.cine to all who are afflicted with this distressing disease.

Yours respectfully, - 0.D PHELPS, M. D.

Feb s, 1901.

trial bottle. I found relief at once. _ 1 have since purchased your full-sized bottle, and 1

- am ever grateful. 1 have family of four children, and for six years was unable to work

I am now in the best of health and am doing business every day. This testimony you

 can make such use of as ou see fit.

+ .
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~ TRIAL BOTTLE SENT ABSOLUTELY F

‘ 8. RAPHAEL, _
~ 67 East 129th st., New York City.
REE ON RECEIPT OF POSTAL.
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¥, " Ho:‘ne address, 235 ivington Street.
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A. & W. MACKINAY,

Publishers, Booksellers & Stationers

KEEP IN STOCK A LARGE VARIETY OF

Suitable for

StatiOner y“%* College Use.-

HEADQUARTERS FOR <ecaccanti.

WATERMAN’S IDEAL FOUNTAIN PENS
AND THE

STERLING FOUNTAIN PENS.
135 and 137 GRANVILLE STREET.

= MITCHELL'S#%- "

Choice Confectionery and Fruit.

Our Hot Chocolate with Whipped Cream is Delicious.
25 GEORGE STREET.

Halifax Medical College

SESSION Eight Months 1901-4902.

0 = w—

Matriculation Examination (Prov. Med. Board) begins last Thursday in August, 1902, "
- Loem begins first Tuesday in September, 1902, : }

les of Aanual Ansouncement, and all information. Address
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“Elite”
: Photo-

graphic

Studio.

(iv)

iy Wl L e W R 01
O Buy your Hard and Soft COAL from O
A S, @UN@RD & C0. A E
- e et Mg

GABVIN # GENTZEL.

>k Makers of Portraits. <

HALIFAX, N. S.
X

18 Spring Garden Road, -

The Special

Rates
to

Studens.

B

| MISS NORA O'BRIEN,
PrOTO BY GAUVIN & GENTZEL.

MENS’' SWEATERS.

R AU PSS SRR TR
LEYBON & McINTOSH,
Merchant Tallors, i ” ‘P Bfl‘”&'ﬂﬂ

,,\

.....

' WATERPEOOF COATS.
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We keep this fact ever in mind, but being
unaware just now who these students are

Some Students will
One Day be Great Men. Wwe treat allalike; and wh ese so des-
tined become great, thé/ye" will say that

CrAGG Bros. & Co. always treated them decently, and gave them Mduring their college
days the very best values going in

Sporting Goods, Pen Knives, Razors C F BF & G
and all such other thing as they re- a OSo 0.
quired in the hardware line, We are

going to be as decent and nice with :
Dalhousie students this winter as we THE

can possibly be and hope to see them all. CUTLERY H F X
4 HOUSE OF Ahl A o

Provinecial Book Store,x-

143 Barrington Street.
C. H. RUGGLES & CO.,

A full line of Exercise Books, Note Books and Scribblers at Lowest
Prices. Fountain Pens, College and School Books, Fashionable and Com-
mercial Stationery.

A great clearance sale now on of very choice miscellaneous Works only
slightly shop worn at half price.

SMOKE .
W. D. & H. 0. WILLS, Ltd., Bristol, England.

Tobaceeo.

Capstan, Traveller and
Look out that the Tins have the BLUE Customs Stamp,

Gold Flake
There are cheap Canadian Imitations with black Customs Stamp.

PLEASE CONSIDER THIS

A Standing Invitation

To the Students of Pine Hill, Dalhousie and all other Educational
Institutions of Halifax, :

To visit the store, inspect the stock, buy what they want, decline what
they do not want and feel themselves generally ‘At Home" in the

Up-to-date Book, Stationery and Fancy Goods Establishment of
MacKEEN, 65 Barrington St., HALIFAX



(vi)

T. C. ALLEN & CO.

Booksellers, Stationers and Printers.
124 and 126 Granville Street.

Make a Specialty of
STUDENTS' NOTE, -
COLLEGE TEXT, | ®
EOUS

MISCELLAN

STATIONERY at the Lowest Prices.
Fountain Pens, Mathemarical Instruments,
i ck wi d promptly to order.
L] Books not in stock will be procure .
Agent for GINN, & CO'S Publications. ASK FOR OUR CATALOGUE

TAYLOR'S
Palace Boot and Shoe Store,

166 GRANVILLE STREET.

Finest and Largest Assortment in the City. | ,
e <=Sole Slater Shoe Agents.

Pocket Ink Bottles, Artists' Materials.

history of
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EDITORS.
Gro. H. SEDGEWICK, Arts, '02, Editor-in-Chief.

K. F. MacKENzIE, Arts, '02. P. J. WoRsLEY, B. A., Law, '02.
W. R, MACKENZIE, Arts, '02, A. C. CALDER, Law, "02.

G. G. SEDGEWICK, Arts, "03, T. M. PHELAN, M. A., Law, '03,
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W. M. CORBETT, Arts, '04, D. MURRAY, Med., '03,
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HE University spirit has been growing in Dalhousie
during these last years. Often there has been talk of

the decay of College spirit. If there was not the requisite
number of ‘‘rushes” and such like, we would hear the

lament from the men who remembered a happier state of

things,—*‘The age of College spirit is gone.” Perhaps these
older shapes of spirit life are becoming fewer as the years go
by, If so, the students of the next half-dozen years will have
four or five hundred dollars of fine money in pocket, which
their less fortunate fellows during the half-dozen years just
past have had to part with,—and for the change let them be
thankful.

Several events of the past year go to show that a change
is coming. First we may mention the inauguration of the
Macdonald Memorial movement. This movement was begun
by students and graduates of recent years. It shows not
only love for an old Professor, but also a sense of the import-
ance of the University that he did so much to establish. Love
for a man and the University spirit among the students have
begun a movement which, if it is successful, and it bids fair

to become so, will be an event of great importance in the
(g 1 ’. . ) | '
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Another evidence of the change is seen in the features
introduced to increase the interest of the College closing.
These changes were directiy due to the efforts of the students,
particularly those of the graduating classes. The success of
the graduates’ ‘At Home’ and of the ‘Class Day’ reflects great
credit on those who arranged for them and did the work.
But had the same persons graduated five years ago their
graduation exercises would have been the same as of old.
The University spirit has been growing. The increase in
numbers, and the influence of a new generation of ptofessors
who have brought some of the traditions of the older universi-
ties of America and the Old Land have told for the new

conditions.

The fact that the change has begun with the students is
the strongest evidence that the new features will become
permanent. It remains for the professors to give more active
assistance and official recognition to the students’ efforts. -
The governors, too, should show by their deeds that_they
recognize their position and duties as officials of a University.

HE Governors have decided to establish a School of
Mines. This announcement has been made in the
public press. It has the proper sound too. There is a
pleasing decision in the statement. The Governors have
decided. ' H o . :

The details of the scheme have not been published.
Money will be needed.. The Governors and Faculty are
going to raise $200,000 to endow the School. Their work
will begin very soon. Professorships will be established, lec-
turers will be appointed, furnaces for the assayers and for the
worker in metals, will be provided. The school will be at
work next session, and those of us who return to College in

the autumn will have to make the acquaintance of all these

‘accompaniments of a new institution in our midst.
' In the eternal fitness of things all this ought so to be. Of
all places this side the Rockies, Nova Scotia is the place for

{
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nected with a University, and no College in the Province is
better fitted to take up the work than Dalhousie. Our
College authorities deserve credit for grappling courageously
with the situation. They will get the thanks of all true
friends of . education in the Province, when the School of
Mil.les is an accomplished fact. We hope that Halifax will
do itg best to encourage the authorities in their undertaking.

e other feature of the announcement shows that the
.Crover ors are not going to rest satisfied when the $200,000
is secured. ¢ The idea is that the School of Mines shall
‘ultimately develop into a School of Technology.” There is
work for the Governors to do so long as the young men of
?hese Atlantic Provinces go to western institutions to get the
instruction which might be given at home.

IT must be gratifying to the officers of the Alumni Associ-
- ation to see some reward of their labours. A comparison
of the financial standing of the Association this year, with
that of almost any former year, will show a progress of which
the executive may well be proud. For instance, the year
’99-'00 shows a total income of $157.83 out of which a grant
of $125.06 was made to the Science Faculty. In two years

- the Executive are able to show receipts for the year $706. 36,

a grant of $366.37 to the Science Faculty, and a comfortable
balance of $319.29. This advance reflects the greatest credit ‘
on those who have had the management of the Association
during the past two years. i

The Executive do not count themselves to have attained.
Their circular modestly says the Association is making an
effort to get well on its feet. When we notice that the
receipts of members’ dues for the past year amounted to
$180.00, and when we remember that there are more than a
thousand graduates of the University, the statement of the

circular is not too mild. i

The Executive have spent a great deal of time in further-

~ ing the interests of the Association, and they aim to do still
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more. They deserve the earnest co-operatian of all the gradu-
ates. We hope that the sixty who graduated this year will
readily give their own support, and try to interest others in
the good work of the Association, :

HE Executive of the Alumni Association have decided to
ask the Students’ Council to change the constitution of
the GAZETTE, so that an Alumni representative may be added
to the GAZETTE staff. A motion concerning the GAZETTE is
already before the Council, to be dealt with at the first meeting
next session. So the request of the Alumni Executive will
come at an opportune time. We hope the Council will allow
the change. 4
The benefits are very evident. An active Alumni repre-
sentative can do much to increase the value of the GAZETTE
to graduates, and this is to be desired if we wish to retain their
support. Moreover the Alumni Association would be brought
into closer touch with its constituency, and thus the excellent
work now done would be better known and more heartily
supported. Much, of course, depends on the selection of a
representative who will give time and thought to his work,
but the Alumni will be careful to do their part if the Students’
Council give the opportunity.

TVHE news of the death of George Price, the janitor of the

| College, will be heard with sincere regret by all those
Dalhousians who date their College days since the opening
of the new building. Mr. Price was in hospital for two
weeks, because of injuries he received from a fall. His death
occurred on June 16. The funeral services were conducted
by Rev. Robert Laing, and the professors and students who
were in the city followed the remains to their resting place.

- ““The Doctor,” as he was familiarly called, spent his
younger days as a soldier. He enlisted near the close of the

~Crimean war, and first saw service in the Indian Mutiny. It

is said that he was the bugler who blew the call to advance
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when Sir Colin Campbell entered Lucknow. But what is
known of his services was told to a very few, for ‘“the
Doctor” was not in the habit of talking about what he had

done.
He served Dalhousie as loyally as he had served his

country, No football game was complete without his pres-
ence. He always knew our boys would win, and in the first
practices of the season he saw the material for the best team
we ever had. He was supposed to have said on one occasion
that the President could not run the College without him,
and, indeed, when we come back we will all miss the hearty
greeting of ‘ The Doctor.”

JAPAN AND HER LITERATURE.

There can be no question as to the charm and fascination
by which Japan holds sway over our Western imaginations.
Ask any lover of travel to tell you what country he regards as
the Mecca of his dreams, and it is safe to say that in most
cases the answer will be Japan. Here even the tired eye of
the blasé tourist will find something to interest and excite his
jaded senses. We are told that it is the one country in the
world which does not disappoint, and that no one who leaves
it after a few years’ residence can ever wholly overcome his
longing to return to the Island Paradise. "Having 'eard
the East a-callin’, they won't never 'eed naught else.” It is
unquestionably the unique nation of the globe ; the land of
charm and enchantment, the land which could scarcely differ
more from our own were it situated on another planet, it’s
‘ not of this world. -

apan has been called the Robinson Crusoe of nations :
and just as the lone sailor cast upon a desert island is the
hero of our childhood, so the marvellous story of the two and
a half centuries of isolation of the Island nation appeals to

us; and all the more because we know this story to be true.

Robinson Crusoe, according to all the laws of human nature,
should have lapsed into savagery on his desert island, and
was only saved from that fate by being a host in himself,
" thlmuntdgbt, and the midship mite, and the crew of the
captain’s gig,” and having in the wrecked ship a regular

y of useful and nxjar&clos. Of the same high
yrder must have been the

L]
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Japan, 'when she shut out the world from her shores, and,
close sealed for two-and a half centuries, instead of relapsing
into barbarism, spent the time of her seclusion in refining
her nature and perfecting her art.

. . When we read of the wonderful old Japanese civilization,
of a history whose heroes have been among the great ones of
all time, religions whose prophets have altered the course of
the world’s progress, codes of morals which have endured for
centuries, and a learning which anticipated many of the
proudest discoveries of modern science, we naturally ask,
whence have come these interesting and original people?
The precise answer is not easy to find. Their ancient history
as recorded in the native annals is so completely shrouded in
mythological legend that it is absolutely untrustworthy ; but
though we may be unable to believe in these traditions in
their entirety, and in the celestial origin of the race and the
wonders of the Divine Age, yet from them we learn many
important facts regarding the habits and manner of life of the
Japanese.

The theory which seems to be best supported is that the
islands were peopled by Chinese immigration, and we are
told beyond all doubt that the Malay tribes are also repre-

sented in the Japanese people. We read, too, of an invasion

of ‘“ black savages” which would seem to point to the natives
of Papua or New Guinea. Probably in these days no one in
Japan world seriously claim the title of ‘‘Descendant of the
‘Sun” but all Japanese without distinction would ipvoke their
- national mythology if necessary to protest against the attempt
to establish any relationship between themselves and any of
the neighbouring people. It is hard for them, with their
intense national prideand love of country to acknowledge any
indebtedness to China. Even as late as the beginning of the
present century, under the influence of an access of patriotic
feeling, there was published what was said to be a discovery

of a native Japanese alphabet, of the pre-historic age. It was .

called ‘“ The Characters of the Gods,” and was an attempt to
prove that independently of China, Japan had had a simple
~alphabet and a written language of its own, of the same
~ divine origin as the land itself. ~Needless to say, the authen-
ticity of the alleged discovery was discredited, aud after all,
meuhu:to llow her indebtedness to Korean immigrants
r the knowledge of letters, and, sad to say, their language

and writing were Chinese.

" Who is there who is not familiar with Japanese Art, that
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the artist shows the grace of a flying bird, the pi
arrangement of a tree, and the qua%nt silhouettepo:'t:rgzg:;:
on a single page? With Japanese Literature we are scarcely
so well acquainted, yet we read that as an intellectual power
the Japanese mind is in every way equal to the European
mind. It is certain that in China and Japan there exists not
only a vast store of literature but also a host of lovers of
literature who delight to delve among it and make it’s
treasures their own. Japan’s Golden Age of literature came
between. the 8t!1 and 11th centuries of our era, and made her
for the time being the leading literary nation of the world
At that period all Christian Europe was plunged in darkness.
Eherefore all due credit should be given the far off isles, whic};
in the day of the modern world’s greatest gloom, held aloft
the torch of learning amid the darkness.

So when the great Empire out in the Pacific ssaled it's
ports and shut itself out from the world, it had a great
literature of it’s own upon which to solace itself. We read
that no department of literature was wanting in the intel-
lectual life of the Japanese. History, Archaology, Religion,
the Drama, Philosophy, Morals, Geography, Travels,
Rom.ance and Poetry, all these for centuries have been
familiar to the Japanese student, and have formed a part of
the mental equipment of the nation.

Of the historical works the oldest which has come down
to us is called ‘‘Kojiki,” or ‘“Records of Ancient Matters."
This work was undertaken by the direction of the Emperor
Temmu, (A. D. 673) who became impressed with the
neccessity of collecting the ancient traditions which were
still extant and preserving them in a permanent record.
Wi ith this, and another work of the same character, ‘Nihongi,’
or ‘‘ Chronitles of Japan,” the nation was fairly well supplied
with traditions and annals of it's own, well calculated to
stimulate the national passion of patriotism. The present
great standard history of Japan is the ¢ Dai Nihouski,” which
appeared at the end of the 17th century.

- In a land severed from the world for many generations,
one would scarcely look for a profound interest in Geography,
yet we read that in no other branch of their literature did
the apanese attain a perfection equal to that shown i their
works in this field. Many works are in existence which give
with the most minute particularity local information concern-
ing the entire Empire. This gives us another proof, if one
were needed, of the pride the Japanese take in their beautiful
Mlﬂl’of their eager desire for better knowledge of it.

L -1 N <
s = P!
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Id that there never was a country more minutely
ggv:;ebt; its inhabitants through the lessons of actual travct:ll,
since that pleasure has never been classed amonﬂg r:i ‘e
expensive luxuries, and the deepest poverty could .ah 3'

revent enyone from becoming a tourist if he so wished.
g‘o-day, as for centuries past, the roads are filled at certanlr:
seasons with bands of ha%py pilgrims exploring every noo

d corner of their sacred Empire. ,

. Loyalty to country and love of its beauty have befeg, too,
the source of the poetry of the Japanese. The love o hmr.t:rrs
amounts almost to adoration, it is inseparable from the life,
art, and literature of her people, and to deprive the ]gp?'nese
of flowers would be to take the sunshine out of their lives.
Poetic effusions cover the boughs of the ancient plum trees in
Spring almost as thickly as do the snow-white blo;so(;n?.
One writer, speaking of an excursion to a plum.orc a;' ﬁn
full bloom, after referring to the beauty and gaiety o ltx'le
scene, and the hundreds of visitors—men, women, and. chi ;
dren in holiday attire, says: ¢‘Innumerable little strips o
paper fluttering among the branches attracted my attentlnon.
I was informed that it was the happy custom of the peogbe_ to
give vent to their delight on such occasions by inscri mg
poetic sentiments, too brief perhaps to be called pc»emsl,l anI
hanging them up in the boughs. And sure enough, when ¢
looked about me I observed several persons with paperl.anl
pocket inkstands in hand, engaged in composing these :t:) e
sonnets in praise of the blossoms.” Here is one, vunl-:t:tcnl y
a Japanese girl in English—'‘Oh, how lovely t 0.5l plum
blossoms smell, I must keep the sweet smell into my s ee;rlef1
They will be able to make me happy for the sorrow w. en
the beautiful and cheerful blossoms should have %c;::

Another runs—‘How happy will I be if a gentle b ztle
‘blows and wafts the fragrance of the blossoms slmxly Y.
hope no wild wind will come to scatter them ’a’waX;C e
__The following poem from the *“ Mamjoshu” or *“Co ey
of Myriad Leaves” compiled at the end of the 8th century,

ion of loyalty in full force even then, and the
l:'l:l‘;w:fm‘mme givesya znt of thc multitude of poems in

existence at that date : & 2o
' “By the palace of Lutagi
\‘henw:hﬂ King

- And Divine Lord

(OISR PN, iy
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‘So long as in the Spring time

(When the nightingale comes and sings)
On the rocks

Brocgde-lilge flowers blossom,
Brightening the mountain-foot,

So long as in the Autumn
(When the stag calls to his mate)

The red leaves fall hither and thither
Wounded by the showers

The Heaven be-clouding.

For many thousand years
May his life be prolonged

To rule over all under Heaven
In the great palace
Destined to remain unchanged
For hundreds of ages.”

Or this, called ““The Exile.”

“All alone I sang
‘Till sickness came upon me
In my little den p
Warmed with a stick of charcoal— *© P
Now the exile fain / |
Would to his own land return,
But, still, the wind blows onward. .

Pleasant ’twere to wake,
Although from pleasant slumber,
With the joyous sound
The sound of water rushing
"Gainst the speedy ship,

To see the bright waves pass,
The dear, dark hills draw flearer.

- These poems are examples of the ‘Maga-uta” or long
poem, consisting of a series of couplets of lines of five and
seven syllables, with an additional single line of seven sylla-
bles. %hcre is no other metre used but this alternation of
five and seven. Far more common than the ‘“Maga-uta” is
the short poem or “Tanta” where the number of syllables is
usually limited to thirty-one arranged in lines of five and

‘seven. Any translation of these poems is very difficult, if
~one wishes to retain the Japanese form, while losing none of

the peculiar flavour of their verse.

~ Japanese romances, novels, and tales would tend to prove

that the style of the: romanticist bears a strong resemblance

to that of the artist, for they seem by equally simple means
to produce as complete a word picture. In their novels the
life of woman is made up of tenderness, humility and self-

tion, that of man of unswervin, obedience to whatever
to be the call of dutyg"wh ‘gentleness, devotion,
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and an utter disregard for the preservation of life are ruling
characteristics of both sexes. In all Chinese and Japanese
stories the women are depicted as being always gently sub-
missive, and morbidly afraid of becoming to husband, son,
or parent a hindrance to the fulfilment of their austere duties.

The drama does not hold in Japan the position it enjoys
in other countries. No classic author such as Shakespere was
ever known. The theatre is far from being an aristocratic
institution, but theatre going is a favorite amusement among
the lower classes. We can scarcely form an idea of Japanese
drama from a literary point of view, for, so far as I can find
out, no play has yet been translated into any European
language. But we read that although it does not attain to
the distinguished literary merit of the Chinese drama, or to
its perfection of acting, it far exceeds bpth in poetic Ya}ue,
because it has more simplicity, more passion, more individu-
ality, and a more purely human character.

Japanese literature abounds in legends, ghost stories, and
fairy tales. The ghost stories are most uncanny tales of
ghouls and wraiths and vampires, or at least the nearest
Japanese equivalents for such spectres. These stories have
multiplied in Japan with such profusion that the popular
imagination is completely possessed by them. A thoroughly
characteristic tale is ‘“A Corpse Rider,” the story of a
woman who remained vindictive even after death, and whose
corpse retained the power of rising after mid-night and
wandering forth to wreak vengeance on the man who had
divorced her, and could be deterred only by his remaining
firmly seated on her back at a pattering galop through the
dim-lit streets, throughout all the mad peregrinations on
which the vindictive corpse chose to take him. Or again
there is * The Screen Maiden,” a sort of Japanese version of
«« Pygmalion and Galatea,” in which the hero falls in love
with the full-length figure of a girl painted upon .&pq‘m-
covered screen in a second-hand shop, so lovely that *‘no
man could have looked upon her wi&out losing his heart.
But at last the lover lures her out from the picture by the
simﬁle means of giving her a name, and calling her gently
Oy o by aiog b & oo of wine boagit
the spell is completed by giving her a cup of wine bought
- a hundred mmsT,nim gow- Still another curious story
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the beard of a dragon. This particular Samebito is very
unhappy, having been exiled from it's home in the dragon
palace, and it's gratitude to the man who grants it an abode
in the pond back of his garden is so great that when the man
has need of a casket of ten thousand jewels as a betrothal gift,
it obligingly weeps the required number of blood-red tears,
and—must we have explained to us what every intelligent
Japanese knows ?—a Samebito’s tears when they fall, change
to rubies of untold value. Someone has said that the Japan-
ese being a proverbially polite race even the most gruesome
and evil-minded of their national spectres seem to observe the
national etiquette. It is difficult to conjure up any great
degree of fear over ghouls and demons who, even when they
do not show the finer instincts of gratitude and affection, as
did the Samebito, yet yield gracefully the instant the correct
charm is uttered in the correct way.

Japanese children, ‘“ treasure flowers of life,” as they are
called, are said to be the happiest in the world. Anything
which would add in the slightest degree to their happiness is
never considered trivial, but regarded as a very necessary
part of life. I was unable to find any of the books written
for their edification which I know are in existence, but some
idea of their character may be formed from the following
criticism of Mr. Griff’s ‘ Japanese Fairy World.” The
writer says:—‘*The popular stories that circulate in a
nation, and especially those that are told to children, are an
infallible index of the character of the people. This little
volume makes one think of good children, possessed of
extraordinary imaginations joined to great simplicity, who
are making fables of all sorts of things about them-—from the
creation of heaven and earth and rising of the sun, the move-
ment of the stars across the Milky Way, to the fables of frogs
crabs, and talking kettles. Allis fish to the imagination’s net
of Japan, and rise as behind the stories of Mother Goose
events of the highest importance are concealed, so, but far
more clearly, there lurk behind these genial tales the greatest

“acts of the world of natural phenomena, and doubtless, also,

events in the history of Japan.” ’
' There is the story of Princess Splendour, the legend of
thom of fireflies, The princess, it seems, was ‘‘a tiny
, 50 like a fire-fly that the old woodman, (of fairy
T T
en ht, and brought her home to his wife eg
velier and brighte bnuguay»mym till all the brown
ttage shone with her beauty at night and basked in it by

day. Every one loved her, but most of all, the Emperor,
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whom she loved too. But she could not marry him because
all her life was only to be twenty years, and the time was
nearly up. And he hoped to keep her, but at last the day
came when she had to go, and Princess Splendour travelled
home on a moon-beam, crying silver tears all the way, till
Mother Moon took her in hcr arms, and folded her to her
warm white heart, away from the Emperor’s eyes forever.
And all her tears took wings, and go flying about the woods
on warm nights, looking for the Emperor still, though he
died an old, old man hundreds of years ago.”
One other tale I shall quote, because it brings in the
mirror which plays such a prominent part in Japanese stories.
‘“Long ago, at a place called Matsugama in the province
of Echigo, there lived a young Samaurai husband and wife
whose names have been quite forgotten. They had a little
daughter. Once the husband went to Yeds, probably as a
retainer, in the train of the Lord of Echigo. On his return
he brought presents from the Capital, sweet cakes and a doll
for the little girl, and for the wife a mirror of silvered bronze.
To the young mother that mirror seemed a very wonderful
thing, for it was the first mirror ever brought to Matzugama.
She did not understand the use of it, and innocently asked
whose was the pretty smiling face she saw inside it. When
the husband answered her, laughing, ‘* Why, it is your own
face, how foolish you are,” she was ashamed to ask any more
questions, but hastened to put her present away, still thinking
it to be a very mysterious thing. And she kept it hidden
many years, the original story does not say why, perhaps for
the simple reason that in all countries love makes even the
. most trifling gift too sacred to be shown. But in the hours
of her last sickness she gave the mirror to her daughter
saying, ‘“ After I am dead you must look into this mirror
every morning and evening and you will see me. Do not
- grieve.” Then she died. And the girl looked into the
mirror every morning and evening and did not know that the
face in the mirror was her own shadow. but thought it to be
that of her dead mother, whom she much resembled. So
she would talk to the shadow, having the sensation, or as the
Japanese original more tenderly says, ‘“having the heart” of
~ meeting her mother day by day, and she prized the mirror

L5 '

above all things. At last her father noticed this conduct, and
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world power, the very word Japanese still suggests to most
of us all sorts of delightful, fantastic, and incongruous things.
But we are learning to look upon Japan as something more
than a charming foundation for a Gilbert and Sullivan opera.
We have seen her ‘‘sword in hand, sweeping the Chinese
hordes out of Korea and Manchuria, driving their ships off
the sea, and later concluding a treaty with Great Britain on
equal terms. In a quarter of a century she has sprung from
an Oriental despotism, hating foreigners above all else, and
differing only from other Oriental despotisms by the fact that
the ruling influence among her people was one of the strictest
and loftiest codes of honour that man has ever devised, to a
nation whose Army and Navy may meet those of contempor-
ary Europe;, whose laws will bear comparison with any in
existence, whose art has created a new standard of work
abroad, and whose people are simply thirsting for fresh fields
to conquer, and scorn the mere idea of failure.”

ALONG A WOOD-ROAD.

Unrest filled the man’s heart. He pushed aside his pen and
papers, seized a cap. The hardest hill was none too hard for
him that Sunday afternoon, so he soug