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A The sudden death <>f James Gordon MacGn.~gor 
GIJ:fs: on May 21st of ·this year deprived Dalhousie 

of her most distinguished alumnus. As an 
undergraduate, as Gilchrist scholai;, a~ a graduate 
student in Great Br4tain and Ge~many, as Professor of 
Physics in Dalhousie, and as successor to Tait in the 
Chair of Nat ural Philosophy at Edinburgh, he conferred 
distinction on his alma mater. As early as 1874, a class­
mate, A. P. Seeton, described him with pardonable 
enthusiasm as, "Then as now, the hope and pride of our 
University," and the .Phrase indicates the gen~ral 
attitude of his students and colleagues towards htm, 
during the twenty-two years of his professorship at Dal­
housie. Not only did he make Dalhousie widely known 
by his scientific researches, not only did he sp~nd 
himself in· class-room and laboratory, but he exerctsed 
a great influence on the administration, the curriculum, 
and gen ral policy of the institution, a debt which 
can hardly be accurately es~imated. His devotion to 
the interests of Dalhousie was life-long. When the 
news of his death came this spring, a volume of 
scientific papers addressed in his bold, flowin~ hand 
was lying in the Professors' room. MacGregor ts gone, 
but he has left behind him an example and a tradition 
which will never pass away in the college he loved 
so well. 

CHANGES The universal flux and flow of the world is 
1 .fr~{J,.~ seen also in our little college. Men come 

and go with almost bewildering rapidity. 
Dalhousie is becoming a sort 'of academic turnstile. 
~ast year Professor Laird ucceeded Dr. Magill .. At 
the end of the session, · was: promoted to the Chatr of . , 
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Philqsophy at Belfast, and Professor Herbert Stewart 
was selected by our Board of Governors to take ·his 
place. U~fortunately, owing to family affliction, 
Professor Stewart will not be able t~ take up his work 
here until after Christmas, but Mr. Lodge,.a nephew of .: 
the famous President of Birmingham University will 
act as substitute. Professor Howe is succeeded by Pro­
fessor Finlayson, a brother of G. D. Finlayson ('08) now in 
the Department of Finance at Ottawa; and Professor 
Todd follows Professor Estey who has ret1:1rned to 
England to carry on his researches in his special subject. 
The reputation of both these new instructors has 
preceded them and they have already produced · the 
most favorable impressions upon all who have had 
the good fortune to meet them. Dalhousie bids them 
a hearty welcome . 

PROGRESS Since Convocation, the contract for the 
AT sr UDLEY Chemical. and Physical Laboratory has 

been let, the builders have begun work, 
and every day .the walls are rising higher. By July 
1914, it will be ready for occupation. When finished, 
it will look like the Cathedral blended with Govern­
ment House and it will be bigger than the Nova Scotia 
Technical College. Another notable work is the 
laborious formation of a playing field. Soil is scarce 
on the peninsula, but the Governors are striv-ing to 
convert the one level part of Studley on· South St. info 
a smooth stretch of turf. The first step was to remove 
all the soil, hoarding it like so much gold dust. Next 
the inequalities in the bed-work were blasted into 
something like an even plain. The final processes are 
covering this with a layer of coal ashes, then putting 
back the precious soil as a top-dressing. It costs sev­
eral thousands, but it is the only way to have an athletic 
ground of our own. This provision for college sport 
is much appreciated. 

PRJ;fffNT'S The past aca?emic year witnessed. a new 
REPORT departure tn our procedure, whtch calls 

for decided approval,-a public report from the Presi-
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dent. A neat pamphlet of thirty-two pages, it 
containEt informcrtion which will be simply invaluable 
to the future historian of Dalhousie. The formation 
of the Dalhousie Medical School and of the Nova 
Scotia School of Pharmacy is noted, with all the 
important details. Careful tables show the 'curves' 
of our attendance, the hours of instruction and number 
of stud~nts in each department. The Forward Move­
ment is outlined; the elevation of the chemical physical 
laboratQry, now in course of construction, forms the 
frontispiece, while another illustration shows the plan 
to be followed in laying out the grounds and the sites 
of the buildings that are to be. The list of contribu­
tors to the funds covers nearly nine closely printed 
pages with double columns. It is cheering to find that 
Dalhousie has so many friends who show their faith 
in her by such handsome gifts. Perhaps the most 
important feature of this· very important document is 
the stat~m.ent of Receipts and Expenditures, pp. 22, 
23. Thts 1s the first time that such a statement has 
been made public, and it will silence much criticism. 
Our income is nearing the $50,000 mark, but, of course 
it is inadequate. All friends and supporters of Dal: 
housie are entitled to such a knowledge of college affairs 
as this report gives them·. It can only inure to the 
progress of the institution we have all so much at 
heart. Henceforward the annual appearance of the 
President's Report will be an event all Dalhousians 
.will watch for with deep interest. 

DALHO·USIE GAZETTE 

MACGREGOR: A SCOTTISH TRIBUTE .. · 

Dr. J. G. MacGregor, · Professor of Natural Phil­
osophy in the Edinburgh University, died with startling 
suddenness yesterday morning. To all appearance he 
was in ordinary health when he rose. He had his bath, 
and returned to his bedroom to dress. There. he was· 
taken suddenly ill, called for his son, and died almost 
immediately afterwards. The news of the Professor's 
sudden death ·was received by a wide of circle of friends 
with the deepest regret. 

James Gordon MacGregor was born on .March 31,. 
1852, in Halifax, Nova Scotia, where his father was a 
well-known Presbyterian clergyman. After graduating 
M. A. in Dalhousie College, Halifax, with all the· hon­
ours and distinctions open to him, he was awarded the 
Gilchrist Scholarship, as a holder of which he was ·ex­
pected to study for a London University degree. He 
resolved to prepare himself for this degree by studying 
in Edinburgh, where accordingly, in 1871, he began what 
promised to be a most distinguished career. U nfor­
tunately, in those early years overwork broke down 
his health; but although he was debarred by medical 
advice from taking part in strenuous competition for 
class honours, he devoted himself steadily to the pur­
suit of his (avourite sciences of physics and chemistry. · 
As early as 1872, in Professor Tait's laboratory, he was 
associated with Mr. A. E. Ewing (now Sir Alfred: 
Ewing) in an experimental investigation of the ele­
trical conductivity of certain saline solutions. The 
research was soon after published in the Transactions 
of the Royal Society of Edinburgh. 

After further study in Leipzig, Professor MacGregor 
graduated B. Sc. in London University in 1874, and 
gained his doctorate two years later. In this year, 
1876, the famous Loan Exhibition of Scientific Instru­
ments was being held in South Kensington; and on the 
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day succeeding his examination MacGx:egor met one of 
his examiners .in the Exhibition, and was able to in­
struct him in the use of certain of Sir William Thomson's 
instruments, which ·the said examiner was unfamiliar 
~ith:! Meanwhile Gordon MacGregor occupied what 

:. •might ·be called ~is leisure time helping Tait in various 
investig~tions and pushing o~ his own researches in the 
conductivity of liquids. .# ' 

The company of enthusiastic workers whom 
Tait gathered round him at that time never felt their 
number c.omplete until MacGr~gor returned .from Ger-

', many, or from Halifqx and set up his troughs and wires 
and galvan.ometers in the old ·physical laboratory. He 
was admired by all for his all-round mental endowments 
for the clear logic of his thinking; and he was beloved for 
his own sake as a friend, trusty, true, and loyal. 

. For ~wo ~ears,• 1877-79, MacGregor was Ph,ysics 
Master ·tn Chfton College, _under the headmastership 
of Dr. Percival, now Bishop of Hereford. Here he had 
a V~ry ser-ious ~eakdown in health, ·OCCasioned by the 
acctdental shoottng of one of the masters, beside whom 

··. ~ he was sitting in a ra~lway carriage on their return from 
a shooting competition. A ·gun in the hands of one of 
the boys in the neighbouring carriage went off acci­
dentally ·with fatal results. MacGregor set off full 
speed for a doctor, and the . untoward exertion and 
Qervous shock quite prostrated him for several months. 

' . In 1879, Gordop MacGregor was called back to his 
D:~tive town -as the- first • Professor of Physics in Dal-· 
housie College, the lectureship which he· had held 
previously for one year having been elevated into a 

.. . . . 

. · •Note-;-~hie atate.ment is not quite accurate, Maai~r wa Lfcturer 
an Natural Phaloeophy 1n 1877-8, but John J. MacK'!IIzie M. A Ph D i 
deeianated •• .Prof~r of Experiment&~ and Matb-t~l Phy~ " in the 
neMewly_ orpn~ Departmel!t .of Scaence" in the calendar for 1878-9. 
acKen&~e died ~ pneumonaa an February, 1879, and was succeeded by 

M~regor. ~t must bav~ been in 1878-9 that" MacGregor was Master at 
Clifton for baa name appears u Lecturer in Natural Pbiloeophy in the 
caleadu of 1877-8 
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chair through the munificence _of Mr. Munro. Here 
for twenty-two years he taught wit~ remarkable success, 
all the more remarkable when we bear in mind the limited 
resources at his disposal. In the · earlier years of his 
Halifax professorship, he was in the habit of spending 
his summers in E~inburgh, ·where Tait in his · usual 
generous way gave him the run of the physical labora­
tory. · Th.ese yearly visits became only. occas~orial after 
his marriage with Miss Marion Taylor, an · Edinbu.rgh 
lady; but th~y served to keep up his acquaintan.ceship 
with his friends on this side. Accordingly, when, in 
1901, he was elected to the 'Chair of Natural Philosophy, 
vacant through the resignation of Professor Tait, it was 
no stranger whom academic Edinburgh welcomed to 
its midst. . · . 

Professor MacGregor's main work during these 
twelve years in Edinburgh ha.s been the development 
of the Natural Philosophy Department. The old In­
firmary in Drummond Street has been transformed into 
a well-equipped physical laboratory; and the methods of 
instruction have been brought into line with · modern 
requirements. The original plans which Professor Mac­
Gregor drew up had to be departed from on account of 
lack of money; but even in its ~ess. perfect form it is 
undoubtedly a splendid monument to his devotion and 

'\ 

thoughtfulness. 
But although 'his main interest was the perfecting of 

the facilities for instruction and research in physical 
scienc~, Professor ·MacGregor was actively employed 
in other important directions. From 1902 he repre­
sented the Univer~ity on the Heriot Trust, and ·gave 
·unsparingly of his time ~nd strength · to the considera-
tions of this great educational body. He never shirked 
his duty at Faculty and Senatus meetings; and as 
Fellow and c ·ouncillor in the Royal Society of Edin-
burgh he has done excellent service. . 

The official duties of his ·chair have prevent~d bini 
carrying out scientific r·ese,arch during these later years·; 
but he has suggested lines of work to his senior or post 
graduate students, and has been a source of inspiration 
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and" ~ncouragement tu all. He was eminently acces-
~ible to the students, and always placed their interests ,.---

firs~:· r , 'The· chief lirie of ·research, which he followed o~t 
both'. in Canada and Edinburgh, was in a sense a con­
tinuation of the first piece of work which he did with 
Sir Alfred Ewing. Electrical conduction, depression of 
boilirig poitits, visc·osity, and the many curious con­
nected ·physical properties of liquids, may be mentioned 
specially. 

Another project which latterly occupied his atten­
tion was ·· the collection of funds to establish a second 
Chair/on· the mathematical side of Natural Philosophy 
in memor.y .of his old master, Professor Tait. With 
Tait's roll .:.books as a : guide, he -hunted through county 
directories and all kinds of lists, so as to trace as far as 
possible the careers of these old students. A large 
number of them had, of cours·e., passed away, and many 
could not. be .traced at all. A considerable number of 
circitlars came back; but yet the appeal must have 
reached · thousands of those W'ho had listened · to Tait 
expounding the principles of Natural Philosophy. It 
is a pi~y that the response has not been so great as· 
Professor MacGregor had hoped. 

Professor MacGregor was deeply interested in the 
foundations of dynamical science, and wrote several 
papers, some of which appeared in the Philosophical 
Magasine and· some in the Transactions .of the · Royal 
Society of Canada. His views on this thorny .subject 
were no doubt the outcome of his endeavours to write 
a logically constructed book on dynamics. His Kin­
ematics and Dynamics (Macmillan & Co.) was· published 
in 1887, and the third edition appeared in 1909. Although 
based essentially on the methods of Thomson and Tait, 
the treatment of the fundamental principles is original 
in many respects. It follows the methods he had himself 
tested in teaching, and has the advantage over . many 
other books on dynamics, inasmuch as it gives a com­
plete view of the whole subject, including the dynamics 
ef ftQid and of elastic <Miies. 

Professor MacGregor's sudden death has removed 
from our University qne who was emphatically a born 
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teacher, enthusiastic and thorough. He sp«;ired no 
pains in the preparation of his lectures, having his mind 
constantly on the outlook for new and better illustra­
tions, and devoting himself entirely to the best interests 
of the students. Many will mourn him as a ·true­
hearted friend, who never. thought or spoke an unkind 
word or ascribed a false motive. All will sympathise 
with his wife and family in the suddenness of the cafam­
ity which has overtaken them. 

·-. The Scotsman, May 22, ·1913. 

AN EDINBURGH COLLEAGUE'S ESTIMATE. 

In the ·class of English Literature~ Professor Saints­
bury made r~ference to the sudden death of Professor 
MacGregor, ".Professor MacGregor .was," he said, "es­
pecially distinguished for the · pains he took to secure 
extra apparatus, material; and advantages of all kinds 
for the students of natural philosophy at Edinburgh 
University. There . were variations · in the amount of 
energy a man had to expend, ~nd variations in the 
clearness with which he saw where his duty lay, but 
it might be said that Professor MacGregor thought 
night and day how best to advance that depa.rtment 
of the University which lay under his charge." 

; 

----- -
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• THE MlNUTE OF DALHOUSIE'S SENATE. 

"Having learned with profound regret of the un­
timely and lamented death of Professor James Gordon 
MacGregor of the University of Edinburgh, the.Senate 
desire to place on record their sense of his worth as an 
alumnus, as a teac.her and as a friend. 

As an undergraduate he secured almost every ho{lor 
and distinction his college had to offer. After gradua­
tion he ·won the Gilchrist scholarship, standing among 
the foremost candidates. His brilliant career at Edin­
burgh was interrupted by a serious illness, which left 
behind a permanent weakness of constitution, but, in 
spite of this disadvantage. he soon established his 
reputation as a scientific investigator. After wide 
a1;1d thorough preparation, he returned to Dalhousie to 
become Professor of Physics. · ·During his tenure of 
office at Dalhousie, his researches in the department of 
Physics made him and the institution widely known, 
and won for him the coveted recognition of a fellowship 
in the Royal Society. At the same time, ·he proved 
himself to be a zealous and most successful teacher of 
his subject, never sparing time or energy in prepafation 
for his various courses and in devising means to make 
them more efficient. He also took no small part in 
the general administration of the college, in every way 
striving unselfishly to further the interests of Dal­
housie. and of higher education throughout his native 
province. As a colleague, he was always generous, 
considerate, helpful and loyal. No graduate of Dal­
housie has attained to greater distinction in his chosen 
field of study, or left a more shining example of devotion 
to, duty, of obedience to the dictates of honor, and of · 
lifelong interest in his alma mater." 

• 
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MACGREGOR AT SCHOOL . 

I understand that the Gazette purposes to print a 
number of articles on the life and work of our greatly 
lamented friend, Professor J. Gordon MacGregor. As 
I knew him from his very childhood, I have been asked 
to write a brief account of him as a boy.· 

·His boyhood was not at all eventful. . He was a!­
ways so quiet, studious and well behaved that there ~s 
nothing of an exciting nature to record and yet hts 
whole life was of such a character that it offers a most 
profitable lesson for the students of his Alma Mater. 

During the years 1862-6 I was in charge of the old 
Academy in Gerrish Street. We had a number of 
intelligent boys, many of whom afterwards distinguish­
ed themselves as students and professional men. 
Among them was our friend MacGregor. He was in 
the school when I began teaching and continued there 
till a short time before he entered Dalhousie. ·· Although 
slight in build and not very robust, he always enjoyed 
good health and took a~ active part and hearty in­
terest in all the sports of the playground. Good 
natured and kind in disposition he was a favourite 
both with his teachers and schoolfellows. 

From his very childhood he was clearly marked out 
as a student. I knew him intimately through. the 
whole course of his life, and as I look back over his 
brilliant career I feel that the same characteristics 
which assured his success in college and afterwards in 
his professional career, could be traced all through his 
life. If any one were to ask me what was the most 
marked feature of MacG~regor as a boy, student and 
professor, I would unhesitatingly reply, it was the '!ni­
form faithfulness with which he performed ev~ry ptece 
of work expected of him. And this faithfulness was as 
clearly seen in his childhood as in his rna ture years. 
Possessed of great natural ability he used it to the very 
best advantage, never allowing play or anything else to 
interfere with the faithfulness of hi~ w·ork. In all my 
experience with him I never knew him to come with an 

• 
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excuse for neglected lessons. His work was always 
done and done thoroughly. He left nothing unfinished 
behind him. • 

There were · two other boys of the same type in the 
Academy classes with him. It was a pleasure to teach 
them. When we started Latin we used the old Edin­
burgh A~ade·my text books and goitig slowly through 
the leading points of the grammar, the work was so 
completely mastered that there was no need of going 
back for revision and when we started re~ding the old 
Delectus it was plain sailing; and this was the marked 
feature .of his work right on to the end. He entered 
. Dalhousie in 186 7 taking the first year as a general 
student and devoting his time to the Classics and 
Mathematics. He matriculated the following year and 
being thoroughly prepared for the work he never made 
less than first class in any subject of his course. 

I spent a good deal of time with him in Edinburgh 
a few years ago and felt that he· was j,ust the same as he 

- used to be in the old school in Gerrish Street. It was 
summer and all the other professors were off on, vaca­
tion but MacGregor had work to do and he would not 
leave till it was done. 

The lesson which his whole life has for the students 
of Dalhousie may be expressed in the words of the wise 
man, "Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with 
thy might." 

JOHN FORREST. 

MACGREGOR AS A STUDENT AT DALHOUSIE. 

MacGregor first entered Dalhousie in the session of 
1866-67, as a general student, and confined his atten­
tion to Classics and· Mathema · •. In his examination 
in these subjects, he obtained cond-cl tanding; 
he was fifteen years of age. Next year he matriculated 
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fl8 an underg~aduate, winning the entrance scholar~hip, 
and thence forward, his record is a monotonous series of 
first-classes as below:- . 

1868. First Year. Classics., Cl. I 
Mathematics, Cl. I 
Rhetoric, Cl. I 

University Prizes in Classics ·and Mathematics. 
Second Prize Rhetoric, and Certificate of General 
Merit, ranking First Class (alone) at the end of the 

• sesston. 
1869.· Second Year.· Classics, Cl. I 

Mathematics, Cl. I 
Logic and Psychology, Cl. I 
Junior Chemistry, Ct I 

University Prizes in Classics, Mathematics, Logic 
and Psychology. Certificate of General Merit, first­
class. 

1870. Third Year. Classics, · Cl. I 
Metaphysics, Cl. I 
Senior Chemistry, Cl. I 
Natural Philosophy, Cl. I 
French, Cl.· I 

. German,- Cl. I 
University Prizes, Classics and Natural Philosophy. 

Certificate of General Merit, first-class. , 
1871. Fourth Year Classics, Cl. I 

. Experimental Physics, Cl. I 
Ethics, Cl.· I 
History, Cl. I 
French, Cl. I 
German, Cl. I 

ity Prizes in Classics, Ethics, History, 
Mod rn Languages. Gettificate of General Merit, 

-cl ' • Younc Prize ($20.00) for essay, "The 
on of Money.'' 

on moat every distinction the college 
ble and ambitiou tudent. . ut 

tten tion to hi tudi ; 
e life of the coli . He 
· Gau'"~ retary 
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in January, 1869, and, later, his name appears in the 
list of editors. The copy of the rare first volume in 
the Professors' Room• was presented by him and cpn­
tains his · autograph. At graduation, MacGregor de­
livered the first valedictory. Of it the Gazette of May 
5, 1871, remarks:-

" A yery pleasing feature was introduced at this 
convocation for the first time. A valedictory address 
~o the Governors, Professors, and students was de­
livered by J. G. MacGregor on behalf of the graduating 
class. He accounted for the small number of the· class, 
and sketched shortly the history of the men with whom 
he had matriculated. He ·dwelt upon the intellectual 
joys of undergraduate life, and the lasting friendships 
that are fort:ned and cemented among students. By 
an apt classical allusion, he illustrated the struggle of 
the University since its .inception, comparing it to the 
struggle of the infant Hercules with the two serpents. 
One serpent- the ill-will of mgny Nova ,Scotians- had 
almost been strangled, and the other- Poverty­
though still fighting and apparently stronger than ever, 
would assuredly meet with the same fate; and as 
Hercules had been enabled in after years to perform 
his twelve mighty physical ·labours, so would 'Dalhousie' 

· yet make greater achievements in a higher and nobler 
sphere.'' 

Immediately after graduatiop, MacGregor won the 
Gilchrist. The Gazette notes with pride that he ranked 
"higher than 600 of the 630 candidates who went up 
from India, Australia, Canada, and Great Britain to 
matriculate at the London University." 

· Nor· did MacGregor forget his college, or his college 
paper when he went abroad to study. He ar:rived at 
Edinburgh just at the beginning of the trouble of ad­
mitting women to the study of medicine, and he has 
several long and interesting letters on this subject. 
The letters signed 'Mac' describing Oxford, Edinburgh, 
Germany make good reading till; they are written in 
MacGregor's vigorous, manly tyle. His inter t con­
tinued keen all tlirough hi term a prof or of Physica. 
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MACGREGOR AS 'A SCIENTIST. 

Profe~sor MacGregor received the stimulus which 
t.urried him towards science from professors Macdonalcl 
and Lawson. At Edinburgh he studied unde;r the great 
Tait, and to him he owed the spirit of scientific investi­
gation which directed his future career. His stay at 
the q _erl:nan universities opened his mind to the value 
of modern methods in the teaching 'of physics, and to 
the economic advantage to a country of scienti'fic know­
ledge and scientific research. When . he returned to 
Nova Scotia there· wa~ almost no one in his. class of , 
thoroughly. trained scientific men, as his fellow country­
man arid fellow student and predecessor in the chair of 
Physics at Dalhousie, Mackenzie, had just died, and 
the third of that well-known trio, Bayne, had gone to 
R. M. C. Kingston, Ont. He had, consequent1y, a broad 
field all to himself, and his influence in stimulating men to 
enter upon scientific study was great. He became 
professor of Physics ,.in 1879, and tha.t the following 
well-known men, among others, were · drawn to his 
advanced classes, shows how . early in his career his· 
influence was felt, and gives one reason why Dalhousie 
h~s been so prominent in the production of scientific 
schohirs:- H. Graham Creelman, · Dr. ~ George M. 
Campbell, Archibald McColl, A. Gordon R~id, Prof. 
D. A. Murray, Dr. George G. Campbell, Robert T. 
Locke, Principal George E. Robin~on, President A. S. 
Mackenzie, Kenneth J. Martin, Prof. E. Mackay, N. F. 
Mackay, M. P., Dr. Dugald Stewart, M. P., Alex. M. 
Morrison, Prof. Henry M. Mackay- all within the next 
ten years. The long line~ was continued through ·Prof. 
D. F. Campbell, W. H. Magee, G. A. R. · Rowling~, 
Prof. C. L. Moore, .Mrs. (Pres

1
t.) A. Ross Hill, F. J. A. 

McKittrick, Prof. Douglas Mcintosh, Prof. Murray · 
Macneill, Prof. D. ~· Mcintosh, Prbf. E. H. Archibald, 
Principal Melville Cumming, Prof. T., C. McKay, 
Charle8 ·F. Lindsay, Prof. James Barnes, J. A. Benoit, 
Prof.· R. S. Boehner, Prof. T. C. Hebb, Prof. Laurie 
L. Burgess, G. H. T. Mackay, etc. 
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After all, the striking feature about MacGregor was 
his strong personality. His brai~ fairly _ s~ffered fro~ 
restlessness, and his energy was tnexhausttble, ~nd hts 
attention unflagging. • His thoughts came swtft and 
clear as a mountain torrent, and when he spoke the 
fire in his eye showed the pace at which his mental 
machinery was running. The keen eager student 
caught the fire by a sort of electro-mag?~tic induction, 
and the brain of ev n the dullest wa vt tbly actuated. 
But of course, the pace was too keen for the dullard, 
and soon stirred to exhaustion his brain settled into 
lethargy, a!ld it is doubtful whether he profited much 
by MacGregor. ·But the brighter, abler students 
learned to think, and to think clearly, and went away 
with a grasp of physical principles ~uch ~ f~w teache~s 
of that subject can claim the credtt of gtvtng to thetr 
students. 

Thoroughly devo~ed to his own subject es.pe~iall~, 
and to science in general, he was yet cathohc tn hts 
interests. A vigorous walk with him ·round the Park 
was the occasion for many keen comments on men and 
inovements then engaging public attention. Any move 
ment for the betterment of the Province in any_ way, 
and particularly in an educational way, had h.is sym­
pathy and active support. Whatever he we~t tnto, he 
. went into with his whole horse power, and hts presence 
was felt. 

A deep metaphysical interest coloured hi thin ing, 
and some of his t papers were written on the funda­
mental co ception of abstract dynamics, a mast dif-
ficult field for even the most brilliant and ·uul of 
phil phic ·mind . A Friday vening 'ance at 
Prof. Macdonald' -Charli ' -when th two philo-

n ag in di c ttl , i h a f of u 
to ct picador w in ere tin and profi ble 
occ ion-to u . 

M t men •tua a I oor-
~ ·n m only, .ould 
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could be followed up with scant appliances, or with 
such as he could borrow or manufacture himself, and 
pu bUshed a long series of articles alone or in collabora:­
tion with his students such as astonished those .w~o 
knew the conditions of working. And it wa.s a~l good 
work too; the best proof of which was his elect.ion as a 
Fell ow of the Royal Society, t~e a~ hi tion of every 
British scientific man. He took a .leading part in the 
formation of a Royal Society for Canada, and was one 
of its active officers, and read many of his papers before 
that body. 

His research work ended with his stay at Dalhousie. 
Called to Edinburgh to take the chair le_ft v~cant by 
the death of his old chief, Tait, he threw hims~~f heart . 
and soul into the modernizing of the method of teachi.ng_ 
Physics at that gr.eat university, and it abs~rbed all' 
his energy, and he collapsed at the lever just ·as he had 
about completed his task.· Tait did not teach physics 
by the laborator.y method; he lectured, and then took 
into his own private laboratory the choice spirits who 
wan·ted to follow up the subject, and let them work 
with him on his problems. In trying to change this 
MacGregor ran against a solid wall of conservatism 
and tradition. It was a long struggle to get the Uni­
versity to approve of laboratory teaching; but he won . 
He got the cold permission to collect the mon·ey needed 
to build and equip a laboratory; and he raised it. He 
had to be his own architect and superintendent; and he 
managed to find time for that too, by taking his vaca­
tions when he ought to be resting. He had the satis­
faction of finding by the time he had his ,new labor'!-tory 
open and thoroughly working tha it w1uld not ac­
comodate the~-'~ro ds thronging to him, and he was . 
carrying out plans for .~tendin1. · it. . The end was 
obvious; even-ilie most· vitalized m chine is finite, and 
it topped, suddenly, and for' ever. 

The leading exponent of the value of scientific 
education, and the preacher of the necessity of pro­
viding f ciliti for technical training in Nova Scotia, 
hi cone ption in thi respect .were separated as far as 
pole from pole from the. ideas of those who would foist · 
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on us the narrow, petty u t.ili tarianism of the cult of 
today. ·He would have had us add something to our 
previous opportunities. for intellectual and economic 
development, not substitute science for everything 
hat had. already stood the test of time; and his breadth 

of vision and grasp of the many-sidedness of real mental 
training would not have tolerated for a moment the 
preposterous idea that in a real democracy you dare 
turn lads out from the schools fit to earn early in life a 
livelihood in one direction, aod unfit for everything 
else, - a direct reversion to the caste conception of 
the Hindu and an effort to put us in the category with 
China. The effort is foolish, and is bound to fail; but in 
the ·meantime we shall hear much less about the old 
proud boast ·of the nuniber of intellectual men Nova 
Scotia exports to the rest of the world. · 

.. 
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'' Bibliotheca valde desiderate.'' 

Plans.- The t:equirements ofthe Macdonald Mem­
orial Library have been the subject of much thought 
during the summer vacation. The problem is not an 
easy one, but is on its way to solution. Competi~g 
designs for the facade are now in the hands of the 
consulting architect. 

· Model Letter.- The curious fact that a Library 
book looks exactly like one of your own, if standing 
with them on the same shelf is being continually 
observed. It has been noticed even by professors, and 
in the case of a ~ecent alumnus, has resulted in benefit 
to the Library. His letter is a model of manly frank­
ness. "Some time ago I found, v.ery much to my 
surprise, that I had in my possession 'Smith's Solid 
Geometry' bearing the stamp of D.a,housie ~ollege. 
I had often seen it in my bookcase, but as I had bought 
a copy for myself while at c<;>llege I was under the im­
pression all the time that tJte book was my own. I 
am quite· unable to explain how the Library copy has 
come· to be in my possession, unless the books got 
mixed in class and mine was returned to the Library. 
. . However, I am returning it along with 
two other books -- -- to be placed ~n the Library 
in atonement and as a sort of peace offering for my 
p~t offences. I have no doubt . . . . some other 
books which would be o~f more service in the college 
library, than in mine. Some day when I have the time 
I shall try to select a few which may be of use." 

Comment.-Any confessor could tell this Good 
Dalhousian that it is the intention that make" the sin. 
He was entirely innocent in intention and he has made 
ample amends for an oversight. Butwhere, oh where . 

(19) 
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are the other missing volumes noted down 'in the stock­
taking sheets? Let other Good Dalhousians overhaul 
their· book-shelves and \heir consciences! · 

Another. Model.-" You remember when jn Halifax 
las~, I pro~is~d you something for the Library. As 
my trip to the Qther side and to Panama was pretty 
expensive I have been rather short of funds and have 
not sent it to you before this. Anytime there 
is anything special you need, just let me know and I 
shall try and help you out. Just at present I am fairly 
prosperous and can easily afford something occasion­
ally. . P. S. I Cfln practically promise you 
the amount of the enclosed cheque per year · ." 

I . ' 

The cheque was for twenty-five doUars. The same 
Good Dalhousian is sending a student to us all the way 
across the continent. 

Gifts.-The Library is indebted to Dr. A. P. Reid 
for two more donations of The Scientific American with 
its Supplement, to Mr. E. T. Sutcliffe for the 1797 
edition of the Encyclopaedia Britannica and to Dr. E. 
Mackay for a long set of The Review of Reviews. 

Appointment~-Miss G. U. Smith, M. A., has 
been appointed Assistant Librarian, Miss Gray having 
resigned. 

Acceaaiona.-One of the· acquisitions to the Library 
is a long set of the Philosophical Magazine which is 
being supplied by a German bookseller. It will be 
placed in the Physical Laboratory. 

. MacGre&or'a Gift.-MacGregor's lifelong interest 
in his alma mater is well shown by his gift to the college 
of eleven volumes of the Philosophical Transactions of 
the Royal Society, series B. (vols. 193-203), thirteen 
volull)e (unbQund) of the Proceedings of the Society, 

· as well as twenty-seven reports presented before it on 
the Sleeping Sickness, M edi terrane an Fever, etc. In 
the same box, he included two bound volumes of 
Dalhousie calendars from the reorganization, and a 

·memorial volume of scientific papers from St. Andrews 
University. The publications were sent at the sug- . 
g~tion of our prof or of Biology, and were accQm­
panied by two characteri tic letters from MacGregor 
in his strong, wilt h nC:l riting. · 

• 

• 
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ANALECTS FROM MACGREGOR'S LECTURES. 

"Failure is orie of the be~ schools of success." 
"Scientific scepticism is intellectual honesty." 

· ''The theories of science an.d the forms of religion 
may change. But they are only the outer garments 
which are renewed from age to age, and their changes 
serv'e but to indicate the permanence of that which is 
clothed upon." 

"We work together here that we may le~rn more 
and more to be able to see that which is true, to ap­
preciate that which is beautiful, and to love that 
which is good." 

- The Conditions of Scientific Progress. 
"I hold Physics to be, next to Litera,ture, the best 

of all subjects of study as a means of general education." 
"The Calculus dodgers are a most respectabte body 

of men. The most artful dodger . of them all is Clerk 
Maxwell, whose book on the theory of Heat . . . has 
obtained a wide p9pularity . . . In Electricity, Cum­
ming dodges m·ore laboriously, it is true, ~ut still to 
good purpose. In Optics, Glazebrook takes the same 
course, and to men of small mathematical equipment 
th,ows a flood of light on a region that was cloudr and 
dark before . . . . May we not ·rank even Newton 
himself as a dodger, though he ~ad no Calculus to 
dodge?'' · 

-Calculus Dodging and Other Educational Sins. 

· "The Upper Provinces pos.Sess comparatively well · 
endowed Universities and Schools of Applied Sciences. 
The Maritime Provinces have only small, weak, ill­
endowed colleges. So far as the potent factor of edu­
cation is concerned, therefore,. we have made success 
easy for our competitors. We can put ou,r young.men 
on an equal footing with those of the Upper Provtnces 
only by the establishment of a well-equipped University, 
and such a University can be established only by a 
policy of Consolidation." 
--Short Statement of the Advantages of University Con­

solidation. 

/ 
) 
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. t: ONE OF MACGREGOR'S . LAST LETTERS. 
• 

24 Dalrymple Crescent, Edinburgh, 1-1-'13. 
My dear--: 

Remember --? Of course I do~ I am delighted 
to · do what · I can to help him in his work. Thin 
(James, bookseller, Ed in.) is . to send you for the 
Library· the last 8 or 9 Nat. Sci. vols. of Trans. of the 
Roy. Soc. ·Lon d. also the last few vols. of Pro. a,nd 
a few special reports more or less in his line. The 
Proc. & . Trans. I will send as they come out. When · 
I . shuffle off this mortal coil or the postage stamps 
cease because they hav.e become few, you can · apply 
to the Roy. Soc . . Council to have the set continued. 
They are hard up usually for funds and they do not 
distribute publications ~xcept in a niggardly way. 
Meantime I have the right to copies and will forward 
them. ·Cannot unfortunately · spare my Math. & 
Phys. volumes. Enclo·sed you will af~o find a couple. 
o.f . volumes of old Dalhou·s.ie Calendars complete 
from the beginning and a St. Andrews Memorial 
volume which . ought to have been sent long ago. 

Life is too full of pure grind nowadays. Even on· 
New Year's day, having got through with my small 
round of calls I am about to sit down to a batch of 
deferred Exam ·papers. 

. With best wishes for a Happy New Year to both 
Mrs. -- and yourself, I am, 

Yours very truly, 

J. G. MACGREGOR . . 

• 

. " 

• 
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SENATE MINUTE ON MACGREGOR'S ADMIS­
SION TO THE. ROYAL SOCIETY . . . 

At a meeting of Senate on Thursday, Sept. 27th, 
the following resolution was passed unanimously, and 
a copy thereof was directed to be transmitted to Pro-
fessor MacGregor. · 

The Senate of Dalhousie College and University 
desire to _pla¢e on record their just sense of the high 
honour la'tely conferred on their colleague,· Dr. · J. 
Gordon MacGregor, -in that he has been ele~ted to 
·Membership of the Royal Society of London, the. most 
eminent and authoritative· in the English-speaking 
world, veneraple by its antiquity, and illustrious from 
the great names in the roll of its mem hers. 

Great is this honour; a·spired to by many; granted 
only to the specially .. distinguished few. Its bestowal 
is so guarded by the suffrages of the M enibers of the 
Society as to give adequate securjty that the honour 'it 
may confer on any one is worthily bestowed. The 
character of the honour, in the case of Dr. MacGre~or 
may be better apprehended when it is considered that 
he is the only U11iversity Professor now in Canada that 
has been elected to this distinction. · · 

The Senate are fully sensible of the lustre. which this 
recognition of Dr. MacGregor's scientific standing re­
flects on this U ni versi ty, and of its help to raise the 
University in public estimation, altho' of his . previou~ 
success as a scientific investigator they were not en• 
tirely unaware. 

For all reasons they offer him their ·warmest con-
gratulations. They WO\lld add that, as· he has proved 
himself at a comparatively early age, .and in the 
opinion' of the best judges, a worthy associate of a 
Soci~ty so distinguished, this, while a testimony to his 
past, may be taken as a hopeful augury .for the future, 
that in the study of the abstruse and elustve phenomena 
present~d to the enquirer in some .Qf the. wide ~ 
hitherto untrodden fields of phystcal sctence, Dr. 
MacGregor may prove himself. a successf.ul ·and dis-
tinguished pioneer. · 

. NOTE-(Drafted by the late ProfeeMJr Cbarlee Macdonald. Qr~Pial 
ia bia baDdwrit:ial afhed to Minutea of SeDate.) 

• 
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A DALHOUSIE CbLLEAGUE'S ESTIMATE. 
. , 

To MacGregor's intimates, the news of his sudden 
death could . hardly come as a great surprise. They 
knew how heavily he .. was weighted in the race of life. 
·He was always delicate. When he first crossed the 
Atlantic as a Gilchrist scholar, in company with Mac..; 
kenzie, Bayne and Purves, he was hardly expected . to 
survive the voyage . . At Edinburgh, his heart action 
slowed down to an incredibly small number of beats 
per · minute, and he was compelled to rest for a year. 
After that, his heart was never normal, and with. such 
weakness he worked on with marvellous energy until 
the end came. All his friends felt that he would die in 
harness, that he would work until he dropped. Sud­
denly in his own house in Edinburgh, the end came. 
On the ·morning of May 21, he ·was in his own room 
dressing after his bath, he felt ill, he called his son, and 
died : almost .immediately afterwards. It was the sort 
of passing he would have himself preferred,.-- to be 
called away suddenly, in the plenitude' of his powers, 
with no cold gradations of decay, no lengthened sadness 
of farewell, · no survival of himself. 
· Work was ·the ·element MacGregor lived in. H.e was 
absolutely unt'iring. In session and in vacation, in his 
class-room and laboratory, year in and year out; he 
worked, almost literally without cess'ation. He could 
not be idle. He could not take a real .holiday. ·The 
college, his students, ' his scientific researches-these 
were his ·main interests and for them he labored with 
all his in tense and fiery energy. . ·. 

The results are evident. He modernized the cur­
riculum of Dalhousie;. he broadened and extended it by 
introducing "the elective principle. All through his 
twenty-t,woyearsof office, his influence was· felt in every 

·department of Dalhousie's activities. And he made 

-
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his alma mater known among the physicists of the 
world. Except for -the fact that MacGregor held the 
Chair of Physics here, the 1851 Exhibition scholarship 
would not have been granted at the time. The benefits 
·of that single scholarship in opening up to capable 
Dalhousians opportunities for study and advancement 
can hardly be estimated. He trained investigators. 
President Mackenzie, to name only one, is proud to 
call himself MacGregor's pupil. 

MacGregor was a born investigator. As one of his 
admirers says, "he ~ad a singularly alert mind." He 
could see quickly all round a question, a gift which 
makes a dangerous controversialist. But the situation 
he confronted when he became professor at Dalhousie 
was most discouraging. After his experience of well­
equipped laboratories in the old world, he came to one 
which was practically empty. An American college of 
about the same number of students as Dalhousie has a · 
physical laboratory costing one hundred thousand 
dollars. But out of his empty laboratory and impro­
vised . apparatus, MacGregor ·produced work which 
admitted him to the Royal Society, the most disting­
uished scientific body in the ·.world. During his 
twenty-two years at Dalhousie, he. produced some fifty 
papers and memoirs of varying length and importance, 
a truly astonishing record. All this ~e did without 
slighting either his students or his administrative 
duties. Besides training not a few to follow his own 
footsteps as scientific it~vestigators, he inspired the rank 
and file of Dalhousie graduates in scientific methods of 

. thought .and opened their eye~ to the wonders of the 
universe. MacGregor's el\~rgy, .vivacity, sympathy, 
knowledge and vivid powers of exposition mad'e his · 
lectures interesting even to the non-scientific minds. 
All Dalhousians of his time will gladly testify to his 
power as a ~eacher. 

, 
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It might have been thought that a professor from a 
small Canadian .college, in being promoted to a famous 
chair in such an institution as Edinburgh would meet 
all expectations if he simply fulfilled the duties of his 
professorship with credit. But that was not Mac­
Gregor's idea. He believed in the principle of labora­
tory work for the ordinary student of physics- a 
principle not accepted in ·scotland, although axioptatic 
with us, and beset to work with his wonted energy and 
determination to have this principle accepted in Edin­
burgh. He had many difficulties to overcome. The 
four Scottish universities are under one act of Parlia­
ment. Changes of any sort are not to be lightly under­
taken. Change in any one· involves the consent of the 
others. Then money had to be-collec_ted. Finally, the · 
laboratory was opened. It would accommodate forty 
workers. There were two hundred and fifty applicants. 

. This means that MacGregor has set a lasting mark on 
two institutions, his alma mater and the university on 
which it was modelled, Edinburgh.. To few men is it 
given to achieve so much, with such a life-long dis­
advantage as MacGregor labored under. 

The history of -Dalhousie has curious relationships. 
It was founded by a Scottish nobleman on the model of 
Edinbutgh. In due time, our most distinguished 
graduate studied at Edinburgh, and flnally returned 
to that historic university to occupy one of the most 
famous chairs in it; he left his mark upon its . 
constitution and he died in its service. Dalhousie has 
certainly repaid its debt to the elder university. · 

A.M. M. 

• 
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MACGREGOR: P·ERSONALIA. 
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One of the ornaments of the mantel-piece of his 
study in the Tower Road house, formerly occupied by 
Professor Johnson was an ancient skean dhu. It had a 
flat blade and a peculiarly small hilt formed of rings of 
bone. The legend was that it had beeri used by one of 
the clan at Culloden. , The relic in its setting was not 
without significance. MacGregor knew well the 
gaudium proelii. · 

There was a scene in the old professors' room. A 
celebrated book-robber (he was afterwards jailed for 
his thefts from a great American university) gained 
entrance to Dalhousie and was proceeding to denude 
some of the most ancient volumes of their rare ex-libris 
when MacGregor discovered him in the act. And there 
were . . . words. The Amateur was in one corner of 
the room and MacGregor in the other. 

There was anoth~r scene. In 1~97, the Royal 
Society of Canada met at Halifax, in the · Province 
Building,. The Legislative Council Chamber was full 
of Canadian scieritists at the op~ning ·mostly on th~ir 
feet, when MacGregor moved, natur:ally enough, that 

. the minutes of the preceding meeting be read. The 
secretary, an aq'thority on parliamentary .procedure, 
had, as a matter· of fact, no minutes. ·IVIacGregor in­
sisted and a storm of opposition broke forth. · He stood 
firm, very white but determined by the door. He was 
in the right and he did not mind standing alone in a 
shouting crowd. 

In the fight for 11niversity c9nsolidation, he w~ one 
of the most potent forces, as al'so in the work of ending 
the old paper Halifax University. His last address in 
Halifax was in favor of c~onsolidatidn. He was a keen 
controversialist~ His grandfather, · the missionary of 

· PictQu county once wrote a letter to a Ia wyer, begi~ning: 
"Sir:-1 have received a letter from you but it is so · 

badly written ~hat I am unable to read it. But what 
I have been able to decipher contains so little sen~e that 
I would decidedly advise you', for the future, to mind 
your own busines8 and leave the affairs of the church 
alone.'' · 



, 
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In debate MacGregor could be caustic. Many a 
former colle;gue wil~ remember the smiling advice, 
0 Read your calendar" when blundering about some 
regulation. . . . . 

His Scottish blood showed 1 tself tn h1s clannishness. 
There used to be great family gatherings at Christmas 
in the house in Tower Road. Scores of children and 
a pres.en t for every one. Then the song of the Gre­
garach "the clan that is nameless by day" would be 
raised with its unforgettable burden, "We're landless, 
lapdle~s, landless." MacGregor sa~g well. . Hi~ house at 
Edinburgh was open to all travelhng Hahg~n1ans. He 
carried on the tradition of Highland hospitality. 

His interest in Dalhousie was manifested i.n a hun­
dred ways. The bust of Locke in the Library,. the 
portrait of Lord Dalh?usie, the two fine ~ep~oductions 
of Duerer in the Enghsh classroom are h1s gtfts. The 
complete set of Goethe e1:nd hi~ Comme;sbuch, used. at 
Leipzig no doubt, as related by Sperth1as, also test1fy 
to his good-will to alma mater. . 

In person he was one .of those sm~ll, elegant, well­
proportioned men whose s1ze never stnkes t?e observer. 
His hair and beard ·were dark auburn ·and h1s eyes were 
dark brown very bright and active. His best portrait 
is that repr~sents him astride a chai~ with ~is arms on 
the back. He looks ready for anyth1ng. Hts nose was 
aquiline, a sign of energy. In walking his stri?e was 
markedly long for his inches, and always raptd. In 
spite of his constitutional weakness, he was, to the very 
last, a good marcher. Wa.lking was. al~ost his o~ly 
form of exercise o.r recreation. · Dunng one vacatton 
he climbed Mount Washington with Professor Alexan­
der then his coli ague, now of Toronto University. 
Th~ climate of Edinburgh interfered greatly with this 
one form of exercise. He was a regular attendant of 
.Fort Massey Church, though his personal philosophy 

. took shape in the time of the great Tyndall and Huxley 
' wars with accepted beliefs. 

.. 
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He was an indefatigable worker, devising new · 
courses of lectures durin·g the vacations and carrying 
on his researches without rest. He had always some­
thing on the anvil. 

He limited himself in his reading. The great re­
views and works on his own specialty formed the·s:taple. 
He read the local newspapers and was in politics a keen 
Liberal, not to say, radical. He once advocated 
closing Government House now occupied by his kins­
man, the Lieutenant-Governor. Free traqe was a 
favorite doctrine. • 

One summer, he took Boswelt's Johnson with him on 
his vacation to glance into, when he was tjred of tables 
and calculations and curves. He found, to his surprise, 
that he could not leave it ,out of his hand. 

Sometimes his laboratory was so cold that he went 
about in his overcoat. He also lectured in this costume. 
Sometimes late in the winter afternoons, he would come 

·down to the professors' room to rest, completely fagged 
out. He would sit down for a few minutes too tired to 
talk and then go back again. He never spared himself. 

MacGregor was generous in money matters. The 
sum of his gifts wil.l never be known. Few men have 
ever lived with a higher, keener sense of personal honor. 
H.ow any matter was to .affect his honor was MacGreg­
or's test of it~ rightness. Anything like deceit, humbug, 
and sham was utterly foreign to his nature and found 
in him an uncompromising foe. He always fought in 
the open and he fought fair. His final crushing de­
nunciation was 'absurd,' or 'very absurd.' In college 
affairs he was ge'nerally op the siqe of the students. 
If they had broken rules, they must pay for their fun 
and recognize the pena,ty as a rule of the game. H.e 
wa.s opposed to minute regulation and schoolmasterly 
restriction, holding that student's should be free to make 

. mistakes ('play . the. fool' was his phrase), and the 
Senate free to . pull them up. In his view, students at 
college should be treated as .grown men, not as school boys, 
but if a whole class (as has happened) skipped a lecture, 
MacGregor also omitted to deliver it, and went on to 

.. 
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the riext in the series. He did not however forget to 
set a question on the omitted lecture in the nex_t ex-

• • • amtnatton paper. 
He detested 'cramming' and any tendency that 

seemed to encourage it. He held tha.~ the 'Honour' 
courses of Dalhousie were her chief educational glory; 
'and that a graduate 'With Honours' from Dalhousie 
should rank with an 'Honours' man of Oxford or 
Edinburgh. His educational standard was high. 

"Life is too full of pure grind nowadays." he wrot 
last New Year's Da.Y in one of his ·last letters, wheri, 
after making a small round of calls, he sat down to 
write a letter to an old colleague and to help his old 
college. · In Halifax, New Year's Day saw MacGregor 
looking up all his old friends, an operation which occu­
pied all the hours of daylight. 

"Too full of grind." Old Halifax friends who saw 
him in the last months of his life were shocked at the 
change. He had become an old ·man, his movements 
were stiff and his hair was turning white. "He looked 
like his father," s.aid one who saw him just a month 
before his death. 

Nowhere was he more thoroughly appreciated than 
· -- here in his old college. It. is unfortunately tru that 

he suffered from the notorious manners of Edinburgh 
students. 

' 

• 
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ALUMNI NOTES. 

"John E. Read, Dal. '09. has done credit to Dal­
housie at Oxford and to .himself at both institutions 
It would seem that Dalhousie's selection ~of a Rhodes 
Scholar to represent her at Oxford often fails to satis­
by the student body as a whole. After Read's 
election, there was a good d al of criticism, which un­
fortunately caused him much anxiety, though that 
same criticism· may have been fortunate in that it 
stimulated his ambition and spurred him on to vindi­
cate the choice of his .alma mater. At any rate his 
name is enrolled in the Oxford calendar among the 
most honoured names of the most brilliant Rhodes 
Scholars . 

Read graduated in 1909 with "Great Distinction" 
irom Dalhousie, and spent the following year at 
Columbia. In the autumn of 1910, he went to Oxford 
and, in June, 1912, obtained his B. A. with First-clas~ 
Honours in the School of Juris prudence. During the 
past year, he continued his studies in jurisprudence 
and secured a First-Class in the final examination for 
a B. C .L. Tho.ugh there were several distinguished 
candidates for this degree at the saine examination, 
only two first-classes were secured, and, of the two 
Read's was the better. Of such an achievement, no~ 
only Read himself, and every patriotic Dalhousian, burt 
all .Rhodes Scholars have rea.son to be proud. 

But Read was not merely a student of Law. He 
was one of a few pioneers who organized a Moot Court 
at Oxford and guided it to success. TQe society has 
grown so rapidlythatithashad to form a branch society. · 
Read was also an active member of the Oxford Uni-

. versity Colonial Club and rowed in his college torpid. 
At the same time he was a most enthusia~tic inember 
of King Edward's Horse and ultimately learned to sit 
his mount. Few Dalhousians have a more inviting 
career.'' . 

Of cou e tile college should have been illuminated 
and commers given in his honor. They arrange 
th e matter better in Germany . 
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. The vacation is a homing time. In the pleasant 
summer season when nearly all the staff and nine­
tenths of the students• are absent from the city, old 
graduates appear from the· ends of the earth to re-visit 
their alma mater. The following list of those who 
spent some part of the summer in Halifax is probably 
not complete. 

Professor J. W. Tupper, Ph. D. of Lafayette Col-
lege, Easton, Pa., was in the city for a few days, on 
account of the illness of a near relative. He has 
changed very little since graduation ip 1891, and-is · 
engaged in the production of a new work on the English 
drama. · 

Dr. Allan and Mrs. Currie (Miss Gladys Sircom) 
spent two months here. He ·has just passed the v ry 
difficult 'preliminary' examination for' the degr e of 
F. R. C. S. He will come up for his 'final' next year, 
after which he ' hopes to return to practise medicine in· 
Canada. 

. 
NOTICB 

·Did you ever notice the fellow next to you in 
class how nice his clothes are pressed ? you can 
have yours just the same if you let LEA~ Y do 
them by joining his Pressing Club. 4 suits a month. 
(one suit a week) for $1.25. Cleaning.Pressingand 
Repairing at short notice . Phone 166oW and the 
team will call. 

• J. L y 
EET . 
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Dr. Ross Faulkner, F. R. C. S. has completely 
re~ove~ed h·.s health after an enforced rest of a year. 
Hts many fr1ends were glad to see him looking so well. 
He expects to resume practic·e in New York. 

E. W. Nicholscompleted his graduate course at Yale 
this year and was awarded the degree df Ph. D. He 
b~ been appointed to the staff of Yale in the depart­
ment of cla~ics, and will spend part of the winter in 
the elct.borati<;>n of hi thesis. 

Another new · Dalhousie Doctor of Philosophy is 
G. G. Sedgewick. . He specialized in English at Harvard 
and has been \appointed to the English department 
of Washington University. He will have another 
Dalhousian, Dr. Roy Mackenzie for colleague in the 
same department. · 

. F A COLWELL, 
~MENS' LIMITED.~.-W-E-AR ..... I 

All lines of Gent's Furnishings to suit the" Student" 

HATS, CAPS, GLOVES AND RAINCOATS 
Are our apeciallines at special Prices. 

STUD NT' DISCOUNT GIVEN 
,• ·. 

45 BARRINGTON ST., :: .. · HALIFAX, N. S. 

. . 

Next to graduating the most important 
thing is to be well dressed : . · · 

Co lt 

WI '' 
~ ~--·onable furnishings. Quality brings 

om rs back. 

ET • 
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.D. C. Har:vey obtained a good .Se.conp-class ·in the 
school of M~dern His~ory at Oxfor\d. Unfortunately 
he was obliged to return to work last yeaf too seon 
after an operation, and again this spring he was in the 
doctor's hands. He took his vacation ·in the Island 
and has . been appointed lecturer in Modern History 
at McGill, in the position left vacant by the transfer 
,of Professor Todd to Dalhousie. 

G. S. Stairs and K. F. MacKenzie spent the month 
of Aughst in Halifax, recuperating (chiefly en the links) 
after their labors in the lawless science of the law. 

· Mrs. Stairs and Mrs. Mackenzie and their fam·ilies 
accompanied them and occupied .the house of Mrs. 
J. F. Stairs, 170. South St. 

WE COULD .GUA ANTEE 
our UNDERWOOD typewriter for 10 years-but-what's the use; You don't 

' . . 
want to buy a guarantee. That won't typewrite. UNDERWOOD tYJl!!fr:iter 
typewrite. That's all they d~. That' all y~u need. They have provt:n good 
enough for nearly a million of the hrewdest and busiest business men. I a ure 
you they are good enough for you. 

United Typewriter Co. of Nlvi Scotia, Ltd~ 
W, R. EC~E·RSLEY, Mllr. ,, 

145 HOLLIS ST. HAL IF AX, N. 

MR. GRADUATE·: 
~~~~----~~~~~~ 

What next? You h~ve a liberal edueation. So for as frainini 
goes, you are qualified to lect and prosecute_ wi~ . uccess any 
profession. Business, Manufacturing and Financial Corporations 
are looking for such as you if you hrie the teChnical training' which 
we supply. 

The salaries given are in excesa of many other vocations for 
which you are now qualified. · · · . 

. . 
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. · L·. E. · Brownell, '12 ~ is in Winnipeg engaged as 
Assistant Editor of the "Statesman," the official organ 
of the Moral and Social Reform League ·of Manitoba. 

- ~ ·Am·y. · Kingland ·: Pennington is also in journalism, 
in Ne.w York. Her name appears as assistant editor 
of ·"The Magazine Writer," a small journal which 
offers assistance and advice to authors. . . ' 
r r · Professor ·,, E'\terett and Mrs. Fraser (Miss Lois 
Mac~ay) and their son visited the Superintendent o' 
Education at Dartmouth. . 

'· · Alexander R ... B,ain obtained his M. A. degree from 
McGill at the last convocation. He has been teach -~r 
ing in 'the Montreal High School for several years. 

·D. A. Macrae has left Princeton and is studying 
Law in Toronto. His place has been taken by an­
other Dalhousian, ·or. Allan Chester Johnston. 

. Ramsay Armitage has obtained the M. A. of 
Toronto. He will be ordained this autumn and at­·r-~ , tached to the ·chur.ch orthe Messi'ah (Toronto). ·He 

( will study for a higher degree. He spent his vacation 
, at home in Halifax. 
~ Miss K. Webber, Miss L. B. W. Browne, 1\'liss 
, Goudge were in the city for different periods. Miss 

Goudge has returned to Cornell to complete her work 
~ for the doctorate in the department o( Philoso~1iy. 
\ Miss Lena Sibley has completed her course at 

Wellesley. I 

• . J 

r •. 
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W . . Kent. Power and his sister, Miss Nora .Power, 
were in· the city for some time. The West evtden tly 
agrees with fthem. . . 

Dr. Fraser Harris attended the Medtcal Congre~s 
in London and read two papers before it, one on hts 
researches into ferments and the other on the relative 
claims of Harvey and Caesalpinus to the honor of 
discovering the circulation of the blood. His book 
on· "Nerves" has, just been published in· the well-known 
Home University series. 
·' · Professor Mackintosh was Dalhousie's re.presenta­
tive at the Eighth International Geological Congress 
held at Toronto, and he accompanied that learned 
body on its various excursions as far as to the . Coast. 

. . '. ..... ........... ~ .. """ ............................ ....................... ,........._,..~~~ ............... ~.................................. -
' 

Did you ever · 
Ask yours~lf ·if your 
Last coat 
Held its shape 
On all -occasions,-
Ugly, rainy weather or · · 
Sunny, bright d~y 1 (/ · . 
In donning a Giffen made c~~ you 

. Envelope yourself in· a garment guarSinteed 
to retain its original shape. . . . ~ · .t. t • 

Rah! Rah ! Rah! Root! Root! Root! Root 1 ·· 
Buy yourself a Giffen suit! 
Prices $16.oo· to $31.oo. · -

GIFFEN'S 
9 GOTTINGBN ST. 

.. 
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DE MORTUIS 

1 Dr. Frank Henry Reid. 

Dr. F. H. Reid, youngest son of Dr. A. P. Reid, 
Provincial Health Officer, died at Para, Brazil, from 
pneumonia on the 13th of July, 1913, aged 27 years. 
He was medical officer on the S. S. "I spin" (Booth and 
Co.,) and~ visited .hi · parents only two or three weeks 
before his death, be"ng well and hearty. 

His· career was s ort but varied. He was educated 
af public schools i · Halifax; at St. Anne's Colleg~, 
Church Point, Digby County; the Halifax Medical 
College and graduated at Dalhousie College and Uni­
versity in the year 1908. He passed the examination 
of the Provincial Medical Board and got their license. 
He competed for the position of house surgeon at the 
Victoria General Hospital, Halifax, and won it, serving 
two years as house physician and surgeon. "" · 

He went to Ottawa and Montreal 1n public . com­
petition examination for service in the Canadian N_avy 
and came within one of it. Shortly after he w~s notified 
that the position was at his service, but on receiving 
this advice, he was in South Africa and did not accept 
it. 

He went to England · as he was desirous of sea 
travelling and obtained the British registration·, and 
then entered on service with the Elder Dempster 
Company in their West African lines, visiting numer­
ous places. He next went via Suez Canal to Borneo 
and Sumatra and . places adjacent. 

He next joined the Booth C.o. 's line and sailed 'to 
Buenos Ayres, Rio Janeiro and ascended the Amazon 
river for 1,000 miles, calling at Brazilian ports and at 
Monte Video. ' 

He had ·the faculty o( never making .a~ enemy; he 
was never dependent on ·any one for assistance in . his . 
various efforts; and he was successful in all he under­
took . 
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• John Wood, B. A., Ll. B. 

The sudden death of John Wood at Boston, in the 
latter part of la~t month deprives Dalhousie of a most 
p_romising alumnus. He was only at the outset of a 
ftourislilng career, engaged in large and important 
~nterpHses which would undoubtedly hav ·led to 
gt~ater things, wheh th'e end came. . 

Won was a than of marked and individual charac­
ter . and , nf great energy. These ·qualit~es ~ere mani­
fested in his college career. He 'Cbmbined Law and 
Arts, nbtaining both degrees in these faculties in 1906. 
He had inverted his course by taking Law first, entering 
the Law School ih 1903. His coutse was broken by 
several years ·absert~e, but eventually it was eompleted, 
as noted above. lh 1 ~06 he won the Ga~ette' s first · 
prize for th best . prbse article; "The ~oiled Nugget." 
His name appears irt the list of subscr~bers to the F ut­
wa.t;-ti Mav-ement Fulid for $250, and he would un­
doubted)y have given further support, , for he was in 
th~ w·ay of bec-oming a ·wealthy man and was well-: 
disposed towarti his alma mater. 

It is Good to be sure 
Bet·t t to be insured 
B t to be insured in The 

Mu ·· UAL LiFE OF CA ADA . . . 

Permit 1:1· o show you some or the l~ading 
........ ; .... res Of our contracts. 

eDUFr, • Mp-. R. J. ZWICJCRR, n.tPru 

HAL IF • I HALl AX. 

~ ... 


