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TO E A C H H I S O W N , 

l {From ike German of Jeiteles.) 

13ay to the birdling, " Come to my home," 
And he will answer, u Sti l l would I roam, 
Bathing i n aether my bright feathered breast, 
And singing glad songs as I build my nest. 
Oh no! Oh no? 
M y freedom lost, I have naught but woe." 

Say to the lower, " Turn away from the l ight . " 
*' Oh n o ! " she wi l l answer, " Then 'twould be n ight ; 
The rays of the sun give me color and strength, 
E must drink them in the whole day's length. 
Oh no! Oh no ! 
Away from the sun I have naught but woe." 

Say to the heart, " L i k e the iceberg be cold.5' 
Answer ' t w i l l give, " Not for mountains of gold; 
Love is my highest my holiest good, 
I t gladdens my life and quickens my blood. 
Oh no! Oh n o ! 
A loveless heart has naught but woe." 

U E B E R S E T Z E R . 

W H A T W E N E E D . 

D A L H O U S I E COLLEGE is at present i n need of many things, 
but of nothing more than a good Grammar School, to act i n 
connection w i t h i t . Acadia and Mount Allison Colleges 
have their Academies, and feel the good effects arising from 
them, whereas we have always felt the want of such an i n ­
stitution. Every year young men present themselves at the 
Matriculation Examinations notoriously deficient i n those 
Very branches in which, above all others, they should be 
thoroughly grounded previous to seeking admission into any 
college. The examiners can do only one of two things, ad­
mit or reject them, which, i n college idiom, means " pass " or 
" p luck" them, and i t is easy to see that the standard of 
matriculation is very low. Those who chance to be success­
ful , enter upon their college duties under a great disadvantage 
to themselves, and are at the same time a drawback to the 
students who are better prepared for their work. They ne­
cessitate an expenditure of time at things which they should 
previously have learned; they are themselves unable to grap­
ple thoroughly w i t h legitimate college studies, and hinder 
others from doing so. To those who are unsuccessful there 
are two, and only two, alternatives. They may remain as 
general students, to labor under the same difficulties as those 
who happened to be a l i t t le more fortunate, or return to the 
place from whence they came, and there await the passing 
away of twelve months of precious time to repeat a similar 
performance w i t h no more definite prospects of success. 

I t may be said that they should go somewhere and receive 

this necessary preparation. But we ask where is this " some­
where 1 " Echo sorrowfully and despondently answers, 
" where V From Cape North to Cape Sable no such 
" somewhere " is to be found. There are to be sure ten 
County Academies, each receiving a grant of $600 from the 
Government, and having a Head Master who is required to 
be, and generally is, a good Classical and Mathematical 
scholar. But of these ten County Academies and their 
ten Head Masters, we could a tale unfold—just th ink 
of i t ! A County Academy attended by 120 pupils and 
taught by a Head Master and one lady teacher. The County 
Academy, too, an old store, and leaking like a basket, w i t h 
draughts of wind passing through i t that would compel a 
person that might happen to take a lamp into i t , to resort 
to the device of the English Alfred w i t h his famous candles. 
Then the Head Master teaching 30 branches, varying from 
the Nova Scotia Beader, No. V I . , and the Multiplication 
Table, to Horace and Navigation. Assuredly, then, a County 
Academy is not this almighty " somewhere." To many of 
the County Academies this picture of the building is not 
just, for several of the shire towns have come forward and 
provided very creditable school rooms. But i t is needless to 
say that a small village of 1000 or 1500 inhabitants cannot 
build, equip, and maintain an Academy worthy of the name 
w i t h the meagre assistance of an annual grant of $600. I n 
some cases i t is however literally true, and i n others more or 
less so. Our statement i n regard to the number of branches 
taught by the Head Master is not over drawn—in some 
places he is even required to teach a greater number. 
Whether he can do so to advantage or not is foreign to our 
question. One thing is certain, viz., that such an institution 
is not the place to send a young man to prepare for col­
lege. They may do well for those who do not intend to 
study for any great length of time or for those who wish to 
study the 15 or 20 branches which a school teacher is re­
quired to know. Indeed, to this last thing the nine-tenths 
of our County Academies devote all their energies, and per­
haps they i n some cases do very fairly, i n others, i t is simply 
impossible that any good thing can come out of them. From 
the County Academies our " w o u l d be" College student 
must turn away. There are sti l l three Public Schools- to 
which he might go, w i t h some hope of obtaining that of 
which he is in quest. There are the Yarmouth and Pictou 
special Academies, and a Denominational one at Horton. 
A l l are good institutions as compared wi th any other school 
i n Nova Scotia. Yarmouth Academy has sent out students, 
we are credibly informed, who have succeeded i n passing 
into the Third Year at Toronto University. Pictou Acade­
my is the main stay of our College, and the young men 
from i t have generally outdistanced all competitors at 
the Matriculation Examinations, and as a natural re­
sult, Pictou men are generally prizemen. There may be, 
and are, exceptions, but they are only exceptions. Both 
these Academies, however, are open to the last objection 
wdiich we urged against the County Academies: there are too 
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many branches taught i n them to give a proper proportion 
of time to the studies which a person intending to take a 
college course generally wishes to pursue when i n attendance 
at them. 

Of Horton Academy we need say nothing ; being a Bap­
tist institution, i t is out of the reach of all those not inside 
the pale of that denomination. I n Halifax, a city w i t h 30,-
000 inhabitants, some such an institution as a good High 
School might reasonably be expected to be found. But 
alas ! no such institution there exists 1 Yes, Halifax, w i th 
all its wealth and influence, the would be terminus of the 
Intercolonial Railway, a port of call for Ocean Steam Boats, 
and the most important city i i i the Maritime Provinces, can 
not boast of a Public School worthy to be mentioned i n the 
same breath w i t h the public schools of the small town of 
Pictou ! For some time we thought that Halifax would 
take this matter i n hand and supply the missing l ink be­
tween the common schools of, our Province and its Universi­
ties, but the prospects of its doing so are no nearer now than 
they wrere years ago. Even i f i t did, unless i t were 
thrown open to the young men of other parts of the Pro­
vince, our College machinery would not be complete. 

We th ink we have now shown clearly that no institution 
exists i n Nova Scotia properly constituted to qualify stu­
dents for college, and, therefore, there should be no delay i n 
establishing one i n connection w i t h Dalhousie. 

Further ; young men can board as cheaply i n Halifax as 
i n any of the County towns, and more cheaply than i n some 
of them. We would consequently receive students from all 
parts of the Province as well as from Halifax City. 

We th ink , also, that i t is evident to any person at all ac­
quainted w i t h the merits of the question, that such a school 
would increase the number of students attending college, and 
would beneiit i t i n all its operations. 

Then is i t possible to have such a school founded? We 
think so. How much money would i t take to establish a 
"better classical and mathematical school than any which at 
present exists? We think we could do so w i t h $1200. 
The teacher could be paid $1000, and there would be st i l l a 
balance of $200 to furnish one of the rooms i n the College 
building. One teacher is not enough for such a school, some 
may say. But can not one man teach Lat in , Greek, and 
Mathematics to more advantage than two can teach those 
three branches and th i r ty or forty more to boot ? We th ink 
we may safely say that $500 could be raised by the tuit ion 
fees of the students. There st i l l remains a sum of $700 to 
Ibe raised, aud whence is i t to come ? There is no good i n 
expecting any aid from the Government at present, and that 
for a very good reason, they have nothing w i t h which to aid us. 
There is, then, only one resource left, viz., to raise i t by sub­
scription. We, therefore, ask the friends of this College 
throughout Nova Scotia to think of this matter and be ready 
to act when called upon. To the citizens of Halifax we 
wish to put one simple question. Is not an institution that 
brings $30,000 or $40,000 annually into your city and 
which proposes to start a project that w i l l benefit you more 
than any other persons, worthy of your support? To. this 
question there is only one answer consistent w i t h reason and 
liberality. But let the project be started and we do not much 
fear that the people of Halifax w i l l fail i n their duty towards 
i t . But let the ball be started, and i t w i l l keep on rolling, 
unt i l , i n place of one teacher, we w i l l have three or four, 
and an institution a benefit to the College, Country and City, 
and an honor to all three. 

T H E M A G D A L E N E I S L A N D S . 

H A P P Y THOUGHT.—One of our Sophs, thinks he w i l l 
escape from the task of writ ing an essay on the In tu i t i on 
of Cause, by denying belief in i t . This is cutting the 
'Gordian Knot with a vengeance. 

A B O U T the close of the 15th century, the adventurous 
Cabot sighted a group of seven islands lying i n the Gulf of 
St. Lawrence, and w i t h ready tact named them after the 
day of their discovery (St. Magdalene's). Thus the Mag-
dalenes—for they stil l bear the name—at first became the 
possession of the British Crown. 

Situated 50 miles from P. E. Island, and 150 from Gaspe, 
these islands present to the observer a r>leasing but peculiar 
appearance. They are seven i n number—Entry, Amherst, 
Grindstone, Alr ight , Grosseile, Bryon, and Coffin; surround­
ed by small isolated uninhabited reefs and rocks, such as 
Deadman's Isle (so called from its appearance at a distance)* 
Gul l Rock, and Bird Island. A l l these are for the most 
part, beaches of sand, rather than lofty rocks, perhaps owing 
their formation, to some extent at least, to the action of the 
waters. Amherst, Alr ight , Grindstone and Grosseile form 
the mainland, w rhich is generally described as- crescent-
shaped ; i t is really a narrow belt of sand widening i n certain 
places to which the name of " i s l a n d " is given, and enclosing 
from its irregular circular shape, a huge gulf or bay w i t h a 
narrow entrance. The total length of this irregular area is 
57 miles; and the greatest breadth 14—though i n some 
places the belt becomes a mere line of sand, scarce half-a-
dozen yards wide. Many stretches i n fact are often over­
flowed by,the spring aud fall tides. 

The islands are under the Government of Quebec, but 
owned by Admiral Coffin and his descendants. Their pro­
prietorship was a gift bestowed on the family by the Crown ; 
and w i l l leave them only to return thither. Thus the land 
is entailed; the inhabitants cannot buy i t , but merely rent 
i t . Hence paying as they do, ( i f we remember rightly) a 
shilling an acre per year, they have not a single foot of earth 
which they can call their own. A discouraging system for 
the islanders tru ly 1 and enough to drive away from their 
heads all ideas of farming. 

The population of the Magdalenes consists of 500 fami­
lies, comprising i n all about 5000 souls, nine-tenths of 
whom are of French descent. The chief occupation is—as-
might be expected from their isolated situation—that of 
fishing i n some form or other; either in reaping piscatory 
harvests, which they sowed not, from the fertile bosom of the 
deep, or i n capturing the beach-loving seals-, or i n pursuing 
the whale for its blubber and oil. The waters around seem 
to teem w i t h fish, especially herring, mackerel and cod. 
These islands were settled as a colony by the Canadian 
French about 80 years ago, which accounts for so small a 
proportion of English-speaking inhabitants. These latter 
have for the most part emigrated from Nova Scotia and P. 
E. Island. There are, i n the whole group, three or four 
Roman Catholic chapels, built on the larger isles. Thus the 
French-speaking portion of the islanders are pretty web 
supplied wi th religious services. Then there are also three 
Episcopalian chapels founded by Admiral Coffin, under the 
charge of one minister, sent out by the Bishop of Quebec. 
There are no Presbyterian churches, although a small pro­
portion of the people are Presbyterian in denomination. On 
the whole, the religion of the islanders is not of the most 
zealous and enthusiastic kind. f 

Of very late years a small school has been opened tor 
Protestant children, w i t h an average attendance of ten C* 
twelve pupils. Whatever be the instruction imparted, tne 
accomplishment of showing politeness towards strangers » 
no part of i t . We can judge of the state of education n 
the islands by the fact that before this school was commences, 
the children'were taught by chance sailors and casual v 
tors, whom a k ind Providence caused to be shipwreckect an 
thrown on the islanders' hands. The Roman Catholics no 
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ever have their own schools, where their children appear to 
receive a fair education. 

Farming on the Magdalenes is undoubtedly poor. Not 
but what there are many natural advantages, which a more 
judicious treatment and system might turn to good account. 
Thus, owing to the presence of gypsum, l i tt le or no manure 
is required for the soil. I n some places oats have been 
raised for fifteen years continuously, and crop after crop may 
be procured without employing any fertilizer for a st imulant; 
though at that rate, the land must soon show signs of ex­
haustion. Entry Island (so called from its situation at the 
entrance into the bay formed by the mainland) appears to be 
the most fertile of the group. On almost all the isles, lime 
and gypsum are found in large quantities. The result of 
this is, the production of a rank, luxuriant herbage—a 
natural grass one might call it—almost as coarse-grained as 
seaweed, yet eaten by the cattle wi th avidity. This herbage 
overruns the whole beach, and attempts are yearly made to 
reduce i t to a palatable hay, huts being scattered along some 
of the sandridges for storing i n this produce. Frui t trees 
w i l l not grow i n the Magdalenes at all. Probably this is 
due to the impregnation of the air w i t h saline particles, and 
the incrustation of everything w i t h salt. One might almost 
as well expect a tree watered w i t h pickle to bear fruit , as 
one breathing the air of the Magdalenes. Hence, wood is 
exceedingly scarce. I t is said that some of the churches are 
bui l t mainly of drift toood, and from the wreck of the i l l -
fated bark has risen many a substantial abode. The firs and 
birches alone grow, though the height of their ambition is 
but a few feet, and they never develope into more than 
stunted bushes. Yet hardy shrubs seem to flourish. The 
islands produce cranberries and foxberries in great profusion ; 
these are stored i n barrels and conveyed to the neighbouring 
shores. 

The wi ld animals of the Magdalenes are few and small. 
The famous pon}^, the synonym for hardiness and endurance 
is no more—at least, i n its untamed state. The cattle and 
domestic animals are imported. Yet they seem almost to 
have an individuality of their own i n these islands. The 
horse is a slow sure-pacing beast; the cow a strong bony 
creature, w i th the framework of an ox, often bringing forth 
two calves at a birth ; while the pig seems even to excel 
himself i n voracity and hoggishness generally. W i t h the 
spirit of the cannibal, he sacrifices i f need be his own re­
lations to his appetite : his small leering eyes tell of dark 
draughts of blood and unnatural banquets ; wrhile he revels 
daily i n fish and reeking oil. 

I n winter the isolation of the Magdalenes becomes tru ly 
pitiable. Not only is all connection w i t h the mainland cut 
off, but even all internal communication, the one island w i t h 
the other, is suspended. Shut out from each other and the 
world, several dreary months are thus spent. I n the sum­
mer time packets ply between the islands and the neighbour­
ing mainlands; while internal communication is carried on 
by small boats for crossing from one island to another, or by 
land journeys. A dismal walk or ride in solitude through 
the yielding sand is however anything but desirable. 

As might be expected from their position, these islands 
have been the scene of many a shijrwreck. Upon such 
accidents the islanders often rely for their supply of fuel. 
Can we doubt that " Deadman's Isle" though so called from 
its resemblance i n appearance to a corpse, has caused many 
a fatal disaster, and well deserves the name 1 And how l i tt le 
provision for the shipwrecked mariner! a few huts built to 
contain hay scattered up and down the huge sand-stretch of 
the mainland, form the only shelter to be found for miles for 
the unfortunate castaway. Bird Eock is furnished with a 
small light-house, which is much needed i n such a place. 

One of the greatest disadvantages i n the Magdalenes is, 

the want of a harbor for ships. Such a boon Nature has 
withheld from the islanders. The Dominion Government 
has for some time been trying to make a harbour, and force 
A r t to take the place of Nature ; w i t h what success remains 
yet to be seen. These two—the want of a harbour and the 
scarcity of wood—may be considered as almost insurmount­
able obstacles to trade and commerce. 

As to the exports from these islands—time was when 
immense quantities of fish, oil , sealskins, & c , were shipped 
off to Nova Scotia and the United States, but alas ! i t is a 
lamentable fact that of late years the trade has been greatly 
decreasing. A comparison of the exports a quarter of a 
century ago w i t h those of the last half-dozen years shows a 
sure and swift decline. I n fine, the future of the Magdalene 
islands does not at all seem promising. Civilization is at a 
stand s t i l l ; luxury and refinement are all but unknown ; 
w i t h but one small town and a few scattered communities, 
they are isolated from the rest of the world, w i t h diminishing 
trade, and a great lack of secular and religious instruction, 
there are few so callous to the refinements and advantages of 
more favoured countries as to envy these islanders : and year 
by year as periodic storms sweep the seas, the curse of the 
mariner shipwrecked on those inhospitable shores rises high 
on the gale. How thankful for our benefits should we be 
who inhabit happier lands ! 

CHEMISTRY R O O M . — P r o f — " We now come to the metals 
of the Second Class." Soph.—(Hurriedly and w i t h a look 
of terrible consternation) " H o w l What I what are the metals 
of the First Class V Diligent Soph I 

THERE is genius among our freshmen of this year. One of 
these gentlemen lately suggested some improvements on a 
line of Y irg i l . Prof., however, thought i t was very well as 
i t was. Another has discovered a new verb i n Greek. He 
speaks of the verbs to be and / am. What a pity i t is that 
genius such as this is not appreciated. 

T H E other day as the Professor of Chemistry was showing 
the colours of the flames of various metals, he happened to 
ask what was the colour of L i t h i u m flame, (which was then 
burning.) From a back seat (medical) came the answer, 
" Green !" Prof, thought that i f the green was not i n the 
flame i t must be somewhere else. One student did'nt see 
how7 that was. 

Two of the most profound students of the Astronomy 
Class got into a warm dispute a few nights ago relative to 
what seemed to be a star i n a certain part of the firmament 
One asserted that i t wras Venus the other that i t wras Mercury. 
The timely arrival of a Junior prevented blows. He gently 
informed them that i t was the l ight on the Storm Signal Staff 
on Citadel H i l l , and concluded that they either neglected 
their class or had not been i n " godly company " the whole 
evening. 

T H A T hole i n the pavement in front of our college, deep, 
dark, dirty , dangerous is now covered w i t h the head of a bar­
rel, which is waiting for some heavy man to come along. 

I F students don't stop putting their gowns and overcoats 
in the Reading Room, there'll be a hue and cry some of 
these days. Fuel is scarce, and the fire must be kept up 
whatever happens. 

W H O has been stealing papers and magazines from the 
Reading Room ? 

ANOTHER student has been enrolled. We may havo 1 0 6 . 
T H E Brewery sti l l thrives. 
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TO SUBSCRIBERS. 

"WE would ask those subscribers who have not yet paid, 
to do so as soon as possible, We are already i n debt for the 
Gazette, and find the Printer and his legions a hard set of 
creditors. Come, patrons ! don't be delinquent. We would 
also hint that a liberal man need not l imi t his generosity to 
5 0 cents. Also, our graduates appear to have forgotten that 
they are expected to pay $ 1 . 0 0 . 

, To judge from appearances, we must come to the conclu­
sion that the majority of our students greatly undervalue our 
Debating Societies. Considering the great importance of, 
and the benefits to be derived, from these institutions, we 
db riot hesitate to set i t down as part of each student's duty 
to do all he can to make them more ful ly accomplish the 
end for which they are intended,—to train men for public 
speaking. Many are inclined to say, i n effect, i f not i n 
words, that " all we can learn by attending these societies, is 
not worth the time spent; far more profitable would i t be to 
occupy ourselves i n studying, and reading." This is a mis­
take, as we shall try to show. 

We have noticed, during the time we have been i n college, 
that almost, without exception, those who have won class 
and other prizes, were regular attendants at the meetings of 
our Debating Societies. Men cannot study all the time. 
Some relaxation is necessary, and what time more appropri­
ate for i t than Friday evening, when weary by the arduous 
duties of the week, we require to regain some energy to en 
able us to get " al l the good out of Saturday V I n the first 
place, then, i t affords a season of rest from regular study. 
Take into account, now, the other benefits to be reaped from 
the seed sown on Friday evenings, harrowed into our minds 
by the corners of the arguments of our opponents, and rolled 
smooth by our own efforts, coupled w i t h those of our associ­
ates who maintain our views. 

I n order, however, to show what other benefits may accrue,, 
i t is perhaps necessary, first, to state our idea of what a De­
bating Society i n a college ought to be, and how students 
should act i n regard to i t . I t ought to be well organized,, 
w i t h Constitution and Bye-laws, wdth efficient officers, well 
acquainted w i t h its rules. Parliamentary usages should be 
followed. Subjects of an interesting, and practical character 
should be chosen. The meeting should open and close 
punctually at the hours appointed. Having thus given very 
briefly what are considered a few of the leading characteristics 
of a properly conducted Debating Society, wre w i l l endeavour 
to point out the relation of its members to i t . Every mem­
ber should attend regularly, as fa? as is possible ; each one 
should always make i t a point to form no engagements for 
Friday evening, i f i t can be avoided. He ought to study the 
subject to be discussed; form his own opinions, and not bore 
the meeting by talking incoherently about something of 
which he knows nothing ; or even what is more unpardonable, 
not speaking of the topic at all, but wandering away, no one 
knows whither, and, like the Indian, who, when lost i n the 
thicket, declared positively that, not he, but " Wig warn was 
lost," he vainly imagins that i t must be the subject which 
is at fault and not himself. He should speak as grammati­
cally, and logically as he can, and not sit down without hav­
ing advanced some argument, i n favor of his own opinion; 
not spend all the time making apologies, and eulogizing his 
oponent's speech unless i t really deserves i t , and even then be 
very careful he dont flatter him. I t might make h im vain. 
Bad is flattery. 

Some may be inclined to t h i n k that i t is of no use for a 
number of students to spend their time i n studying and dis­
cussing questions of a practical bearing, because, " what influ­
ence," say they, " w i l l our opinions have V This is an ob­
jection that is too often raised, and which is a hasty con­
clusion drawn from false premises. What is our object i n 
attending college 1 Is i t not to prepare ourselves for the ac­
tive duties of life % A n d are we to overlook the all important 
fact that we,—some of us at least,—must occupy influential 
positions at the Bar ; i n our Legislative Assemblies ; i n the 
Church, and i n other stations of greater or. less importance % 
that many of us w i l l be called upon to express our views on 
topics of the day i n which we may l i v e ; on questions, per­
haps, of vital moment 1 Though neither the voice of our 
eloquence, the ring of our rhetoric, nor the sound of our 
logic may be heard, nor its influence directly felt outside our 
college, yet they have a power wdiich w i l l not be lost. There 
is a sufficient number of questions, some of which are now 
occupying the public attention, and others that are just be-
gining to show themselves above the horizon of public notice, 
to furnish us wdth subjects for discussion during any collegi­
ate year. I t is important that we should become acquainted 
wi th , and discuss such topics, for many of those w i l l un­
doubtedly meet us, i f we live to go forth i n the arena of the 
active world ; and opinions may be formed here, and now, 
which may have a decided bearing upon such questions be­
fore many great circles of revolving months shall have rolled 
away. I t is of very great importance for us during our col­
lege course to cultivate, to as great an extent as is possible, 
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and consistent, the Art of Public Speaking. We are hereto 
sfcudy the arts, and why neglect one of so practical a char­
acter 1 Let i t he remembered that, though many men who 
are good writers, make but a very poor show at speaking i n 
public ; yet, very few indeed who. are good speakers fail to be 
also good writers. Let us, and all who have the opportunity, 
make the best use of our present advantages and privileges. 
Let us all w i th one mind and one heart 

" Rise, for the. day is passing, 
And we lie dreaming on ; 

The others have buckled their armor, 
And forth to the fight are gone; 

A place in the ranks awaits us, 
Each man has some part to play ; 

The Past and the Future are looking 
I n the face of the stern To-day/' 

OUR I N T E N T I O N S . 

(A paper read by J . M. Oxley, '74, before the Kritosophian 
and Excelsior Societies, Jan. 16th.) 

T H E R E are not many occasions which so strongly display 
force of character, as when a man masters his resentment, 
and forgives, an injury on the assurance of its having been 
unintentional. Even in our own affairs we often find i t very 
difficult to forgive ourselves for our own oversights, should 
they be productive of results that give a permanent colour to 
after existence. Much more difficult then i t is to forgive, 
when the mischief occurs from, the mistaken interference of 
others. The law, to be sure, allows an innocence of inten­
tion to be pleaded i n extenuation of an act otherwise meriting 
severe punishment, and considers the absence of malice pre­
pense a sufficient ground for acquittal, however dreadful the 
consequences so life or l imb may have proved. Thus the 
man who aims at a partridge but only succeeds i n k i l l ing 
his companion, and the facetious fellow, who (actuated of 
course by pure fondness for a joke) levels the undoubtedly 
empty gun and brings clown his beloved sister, are held 
equally guiltless, provided they can prove that no evil inten­
tion was present to their mind. Unfortunately for mankind's 
best interests, this leniency of the law does not go sufficiently 
far. I n its eyes an assault is an assault, notwithstanding the 
best intention of the agent'in administering that wholesome 
correction which the recipient manifestly needed, and thereby 
teaching him how to behave better i n future. So also w i t h 
the libeller, no matter how excellent his intention, whether 
to unmask the vil lain, or warn the victim i n his toils, i t w i l l 
afford him no protection. The tendency only is considered, 
the intention goes for nothing. Let the law however decide 
as i t pleases, i t w i l l never persuade the sufferer that a l i tt le 
more malice, and a great deal less injury would not have 
better suited his account. 

To digress for a moment at this point, we may state that 
for our own part we are strongly inclined to impeach the 
veracity of the well-worn statement, that a certain place 
very far down is paved w i t h good intentions. Not because 
we consider the material too respectable for the service, but 
because its slippery nature would surely render i t unfit for 
the pavement of a place, whose ruler's chief object is to make 
his subjects sure of their footing. 

I t is astonishing to note in this nineteenth century, when 
man has made, or is supposed to h?ve made, such mighty 
strides along the road of progress, how the fact of these 
dealers i n good intentions being i n reality the greatest bores 
mankind is plagued wi th , has been overlooked, or at least 
unheeded. Nevertheless i t is this very triste verite, which 

lends such a weight of sincerity to the proverbial prayer 
" May Heaven deliver me from my friends." I n private, and 
i n public life, we continually find injurious results accruing 
from the failure of good intentions. 'You are promised by a 
friend now member of the Government, a situation for your 
son i n the Reel Tape, and Sealing Wax Department, which 
opens up a sure roael to ultimate competency. Upon these 
hopes you deprive him of some bird i n the hand less bri l l iant 
of plumage, and cause him to waste valuable time in idle 
expectation. A t length, after long waiting your influential 
friend goes out of office, and nothing has been done to redeem 
his promise. Perhaps he had no opportunity to fulfi l his 
word. W h y then did he promise % Because he could not 
bear to deny his friend and then he really i?itendedxto do 
something for the lad. I f from private life we turn to-public 
i t would not be difficult to show that the worst miscarriages, 
in legislation are not owing to predetermined wrong-doing on 
the part of the leading statesman, but rather to the good i n ­
tentions of gentlemen who never gave a thought to political 
economy, before they found their way into the house. How 
many hundred men, for instance, were hung for forgery, 
without i n the least diminishing crime, by ^he votes of men 
who had no other intention than to secure their Bank, and 
preserve the credit of paper currency ! How many years 
were Catholics persecuted and Jews incapacitated from taking, 
part in public life, by members conscientiously endeavouring-
to preserve the supremacy of the reformed religion ! They 
meant for the best i n their voting, and sincerely believed 
that they were subserving the welfare of their country, and 
so w i t h many others whose works were more productive of 
damage than benefit. Yet, strange as i t may seem, and he 
w i l l be no bad social philosopher who can satisfactorily 
account for the circumstance, this falling short appears to be 
a speciality of good intentions, while the evil intentions of 
our enemies rarely fail i n attaining their object. Without 
going too far into the difference between good and bad inten­
tions, we are more than half-inclined to suspect that the 
weakness and failure of the former is most commonly attr i ­
butable to a want of lively interest i n the benevolent party, 
and that i f folks took one half the trouble to oblige and 
serve their friends, that they do to harass and injure their 
enemies, their good intentions would be crowned w i t h a like 
measure of success. The genuine hater w i l l leave no stone 
unturned to wreak his vengeance, but rarely do we find this 
intensity of purpose manifested by the friendly intender of 
benefits to others. I t would seem as i f the very fact of our 
intention having a good object begat in us a certain tardiness 
of execution. 

Our Creator i n His scheme for human happiness has seen 
fit to couple our pains and pleasures with facts, and not w i t h 
intentions. To what purpose, then, would i t be that a man 
should surround himself w i th friends, and (as the saying is) 
put his eyes upon sticks to earn their good-will, unless there 
be some adequate relationship between the w i l l and the 
deed ? What difference, indeed, does i t make to the sufferer, 
whether the injury inflicted comes from friend or foe, from a 
good or evil motive ; unless i t be that the former is the least 
endurable. Of all the conspirators that joined i n the murder 
of Julius Csesar, Brutus alone had good intentions. A l l 

" Save only he, 
D id that they did in envy of great Cassar; i 
He only in a general honest thought, 
And common good of all, made one of them." 

Yet Caesar's pathetic " et tu Brute " stands upon eternal 
record as the most natural and touching reproach, that one 
man ever cast against another. How very l i tt le intentions 
merit consideration is further evinced by the fact that they 
must ever remain a matter of conjecture, or be received on 
the testimony of the person who is most deeply interested, 
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and therefore most l ikely to throw a particular colour over 
the proceedings ; whereas according to the Scotch law "deeds 
show ;" and herein lies the weak point of most writers of 
history, who i n a few lines set forth a great political event, 
and then devote whole chapters to analysing the secret 
motives of the actors in bringing the matter to pass. The 
result being that their argument at most reaches to placing 
before their readers mi grand petit etre. 

How then are we to decide i n these cases, or how is the 
matter to be determined 1 Every man, after all , is the best 
i f not the sole judge of his own intentions, as alone knowing 
what really is going on wi th in him, and i f he is prone to 
deceit, are not we, on our parts, equally fallacious i n generally 
thinking the worst? Is i t not therefore an obvious pre­
judgement, and unjust prejudice, to jump at once from the 
act to the motive, and then punish the act for the sake of 
the motive 1 

The legitimate inference from these premises must be, 
either that there is nothing intrinsically good or evil i n i n ­
tention, or, that i f there be, i t is the deeds which give i t its 
qualification. W h y indeed should any motive be called 
good, unless because of its being attended by beneficial re­
sults—-or why called evil, i f followed by no evil conse­
quences 1 

D E A R . G A Z E T T E , — A t an examination the other day, as I 
was looking about and trying i n vain to gather inspiration 
and facts from the walls and benches, my attention was ar­
rested by a medical student i n a very curious position. I t 
seemed to me to be very awkward, but probably habit 
had made i t easy. He was sitting w i t h his back curv­
ed into the shape of a half circle, and his head below the 
level of the desk. Medicals are not generally remarkable 
for humil i ty , and for some time i t puzzled me to find out 
what he was about. But the discovery of a text-book made 
al l plain enough. Our careful friend, afraid of trusting his 
own brains (and no wonder), was diligently transcribing for 
the special benefit, I suppose, of the paper manufacturers : 
for the rate at which he was writ ing was nothing short of 
terrible. He was not alone ; there were about half-a-dozen 
others engaged in the same honest task. Some who would 
fain have aided i n the good work, seem to have had a l i tt le 
of that troublesome thing called conscience, for they stayed 
at home. As I was reflecting on these things, a rustling of 
leaves i n front of me made me turn my eyes i n that direc­
tion. Tell i t not in Gath ! Here was an arts student copy­
ing from the text-book w i t h all his might. Not far off was 
another, more experienced, coolly looking for what he want­
ed, and trying to improve i t , as i t seemed, by putting i t i n 
his own words. On all sides arts students and medicals 
w i t h heads bent down, eyes staring wildly , and pens grasped 
convulsively, wrote as i f their very life depended on the 
amount of paper they would cover i n a given time, irrespec­
tive of sense or honesty. There were about a.dozen of them 
altogether. I tried to imagine the sort of .papers they would 
give in , but imagination failed utterly. Dreary wastes they 
were doubtless of nonsense and mistakes, w i t h a few truths 
not asked for, interspersed here and there for the sake of 
variety. Some of these students intend to be doctors, others 
would be clergymen. P i ty their patients, physical and 
spiritual, I most heartily do. To speak to such of them as 
have to support themselves at college, would, I think, be 
mere waste of time. They are past all hope. A n d those, i f 
there are any such, who have been sent here by their friends, 

and are doing all they can to disgrace them, are not i n a 
much more promising condition. 

The student who uses his text-book at an examination is, 
i n my opinion, first cousin of him who crams, and brother of 
the thief and the liar. For he tries to rob honest students 
of their hard earned position, and writes a lie whenever he 
signs his name to an examination paper. To test him for 
any good quality would be an almost useless task. He has 
a sort of cleverness, but i t is the cleverness of the pick­
pocket. He has also a species of courage, but i t is of a k ind 
which leads him to dare his friends' disgrace for the sake of 
his own cause. Left to himself, he is indeed i n a hopeless 
case. What can be dene to help him? Though he has 
neither honesty nor shame, he very l ikely has fear. How 
would i t do to publish a list of the names of those students 
i n your next issue 1 I am afraid the consequences would be 
too terrible. Solomon says : " A stone is heavy and the 
sand weighty, but a fool's wrath is heavier than them both." 
He knew. Therefore i t might be better not to do i t ; es­
pecially since, i n this case, instead of one their name is 
legion. A n d I cannot console myself w i t h the thought that 
their true value w i l l be found out after they leave college. 
For I believe i t to be a fact that men of their stamp are not 
uncommon even i n high places. Look at school trustees, as 
a rule ; and, alas ! alas ! at school teachers also occasionally, 
for examples of this truth. But there is one thing that I 
can do. I can keep a list of them by me, and be more 
wary i n my dealings w i t h them after this. And I would 
advise you, my dear GAZETTB, to get your subscriptions from 
them as quickly as possible. 

McG. 

H . M . STRANBERG, last year a Junior, spends the winter 
at Centre Clarence, Annapolis Co. 

W . A. M I L L S , formerly of '75, is teaching at present i n 
Kentville, Kings Co. We believe that there's some 
great attractions for him i n this neighborhood. He was 
always a susceptible youth. 

R. G. SINCLAIR, who has taken 3 years at Dalhousie, i n ­
tends to graduate at Queen's College, Kingston. He is teach­
ing this winter at Owen Sound. We wish him every 
success, and a B.A., w i t h honors. 

W. M U I R , a Medical of last year, occupies the position of 
assistant surgeon at the City Hospital. 

W . M C M I L L A N , who, several years ago, attended the Medi­
cal Department of Dalhousie for one session, was recently 
married to a young lady i n the town of Pictou. We send 
our hearty congratulations. Mr. McMil lan is Head Teacher 
in the High School of Pictou. 

J O H N LOGAN, the merry Logan whom every student 
knows, writes to us from St. John's, Newfoundland. I n ­
stead of the ice he expected to see when he left Halifax last 
December, there has been nothing but constant rain. One 
of his fellow passengers was the Rev. Jas. Al lan, B.A., of 
last spring. 

We understand that CHAS. M C D O N A L D , B.A., one of last 
year's Editors of the GAZETTE, intends shortly to leave N ova 
Scotia for South Germany. His health being very poor 
since last wunter, the doctor has advised him to this step. 
Our good wishes go w i t h him, and we hope he may return 
i n due time invigorated and healthy. 

RODERICK SUTHERLAND, M . D . , 7 0 , is, we understand, suc­
ceeding well i n the yjractice of his profession at Shelburne. 
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1 INLAY M C M I L L A N , M . D . , 72 , is practising at Sheet 
Harbor. His success is good. We are glad to learn that 
two of the first Medical Graduates of Dalhousie are doing so 
well. We trust they w i l l continue to do honor to the 
Alma Mater, and not forget the duties incumbent upon thern 
as the first born sons. We wish them continued success. 

E. D. M I L L E R , B . A . , ' 6 9 , is settled as pastor over the 
Presbyterian Congregation of Shelburne. 

E. GORDON, a general student of the second year, has 
been advised to give up study on account of ill-health. He 
leaves this week for his home in P. E. Island, where we trust 
he w i l l ful ly recruit. 

D. C. ERASER, B .A . , '72, is "over head and ears" i n the 
political waters i n Pictou County. Plis speeches are report­
ed to be excellent. We are glad to hear of the growing 
popularity of one of our old Editors. 

E. S. BAYNE, B . A . , and A. G . RUSSELL, B . A . , both of 7 1 , 
are continuing their theological studies i n Princeton. 

E X C H A N G E S . 

A goodly pile of Exchanges lies before us : and we feel 
that i t is incumbent upon us to make a few remarks about 
some of them. 

Among the best we reckon the Yale Literary Magazine. 
The last number is an excellent one; replete w i t h useful 
information, written i n a pleasing style, and i n every way 
worthy of the venerable institution from which i t emanates. 

The McGill Universsty Gazette is an admirable effort on 
the part of the students of McGil l . I t looks like a journal 
able i n every way to take care of itself. The matter is well 
written. As to the arrangement of articles i n the last issue, 
i t strikes us that a number of small items is not the best 
way of fi l l ing up the first page. Further on we find four 
pages devoted to a scientific paper on the Birds of Montreal 
and vicinity. A n article of such a length, upon such a sub­
ject, whatever its intrinsic merits, is perhaps out of place i n 
a College journal. 

The Brunonian of Brown University is a very good look­
ing Magazine. I ts contents are generally well selected. I n 
the " De Rebus " of the January number are many acute and 
spirited remarks. The Editors evidently know what they 
are about. 

Who can tell us what has become of the Vassar M iscel 
I any and the Owl ? 

The Parker Quarterly is as replete w i t h readable matter 
as ever. 

We have received the Collegian for the first time. I t is a-
pleasing sheet ; but we think (judging from the issue of 
January 1st) i t devotes entirely too much space to matter 
that can be of l i t t le interest to any outside of the College 
from which i t proceeds. 

The Yale Courant from beginning to end, w i t h the excep 
tion of 6 pages of advertisements, is very readable. I 
abounds i n short lively articles of the true journalistic style. 
That adjective, " Yalensicula" seems to us a word of un­
necessary length. 

We are pleased to renew our acquaintance w i t h the 
Leaflets of Thought. - Our flirtation w i t h the gentle students 
of Mrs. Cuthbutr's school wras suddenly interrupted last 
winter by an untimely remark of ours. The fair managers of 
the Leaflets have our best wishes. 

We welcome to our table Stephens College Chaplet, which 
emanates from the female college at Columbia, Mo. I t is a 

neat sheet of seven pages, fu l l of short and, i n many cases, 
spicy articles. We notice that the feelings of love and 
jealousy are not things unknown to the daughters of Stephens 
College. They also, as is quite natural, treat us to a few 
words on "Fashion.'* We are happy to add the Chaplet to 
our list of exchanges, as a companion to the Leaflets. They 
both come to us from the far South. 

Since last isue wre have received, the Stephen College 
Chaplet, Columbia, M o ; The Collegian, Cornell, 1 Iowa, the 
Teachers Record, Philadelphea, the College Herald Louis-
burgh. Pa, the Maritime Catholic, Halifax, and the Acta 
Columbiana, Columbia College, K . Y. 

LOOKING A H E A D . — T h a t freshman was evidently longing 
for the time when he shall have donned the Sheepskin, 
when, being asked for the dative plural of the Greek for 
life,*he responded, " Bousi(e)." 

Dr. H o p k i n s — " What does your enjoyment of a wi t ty man 
depend upon?" S t u d e n t . — " I t is in proportion to his w i t . " 
Dr. Hopkins .—" Supposing he is a good man 1" Student— 
" I t is i n proportion to his goodness." Dr. Hopk ins—" W e l l 
supposing he knows a great deal 1" Student—" I n propor­
tion to his nose." Class howls.—Williams Review. 

A young lady i n Stephens College being asked how she 
liked Geology,replied, " I proceed i n this study w i t h luminous 
simplicity. The verbosity and taciturnity of this author 
w i l l be likely to develope a great profundity of heterogeneous 
incongruity." I n another place the Chaplet says " young 
men, beware of the ' Breakers' of this institution, as they 
come w i t h great force."—Stephens College Chaplet. 

The caution is undoubtedly well timed. 

SINCE the issue of No. 2, Vol . Y I . of the GAZETTE, the 
following subscriptions have been received :—W. A. Mil ls , 
Thomas Grant, Miss Jessie McKeen, D. M . Johnston, Harry 
Seamon, H . M . Christy, Rev. Mr. Morrison, — McMahon, 
— Eraser, (Bridge wrater), E. D. Carritt, H . A. Rand, Miss 
Julia Reading, E. Scott, B.A., Thomas Murray, G. W. Di l l^ 
R. AY. Oliver, Dr. H . H . Black, John A. Logan, R. Suther­
land. M . D . , Geo. W. Sweet, J . H . Cameron, Rev. A. B. 
Dickie, Daniel McDonald, John Hunter, B.A., C. W. Hi l tz , 
M.D . , Rev. W. Johnson, Rev. P. G. McGregor, A. G. 
Bremner, W. Doul l , Rev. James Thompson, Daniel Chisholm, 
Dr. T. 0. Geddes, D. R. C. McKay, Rev. E. E. Ross, Rev. 
R. McDonald, P.P., John Boyd, R. G, Sinclair, W i l l i a m 
Gordon, E. S, Bayne, B.A., A. G. Russell, B.A., C. Robson, 
Rev. J . Munro, S. J . Wadded. 

Ten numbers of the G A Z E T T E are issued every Winter Session by 
the S T U D E N T S of Dalhousie College and University. 

T E R M S : 
One Collegiate year (in advance) .$0.50 
Single copies (each) 05 
Gazette and Reading Room, to Students 1 1 00 
To Graduates 1.00 

To be had at the Bookstores of Messrs. Morton, Connolly & Kel ly 
S. T . Hal l , W m . Gossip and Miss Katzmann. 

The G A Z E T T E is forwarded to all Subscribers until an explicit order 
is received for its discontinuance, and until all arrears are paid. 

Payments to be made to L . H . Jordan, Financial Secretary, and all 
communications to be addressed to " Editors D A L H O U S I E G A Z E T T E , " 
Halifax, Nova Scotia. Anonymous communications can receive no 
attention. 

Printed by the N O V A S C O T I A P R I N T I N G C O M P A N Y , comer Sackville 
and Granville Streets, Halifax, N . S. 
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152 and 154 Granville Street. 
O u r N e w A u t u m n & F a l l S t o c k o f 

BRITISH AND FOREIGN 

w i l l now be found complete i n every department, and embraces a l l the latest 
Novelties aud Styles i u the trade, which have been personally selected by 
one of our firm in the best markets of the United K i n g d o m . 

W e have on hand a splendid Stock of G E N E R A L H O U S E F U R N I S H ­
I N G GOODS, and Men's, Youths ' and Boys"' 

BEADY MADE CLOTHING-, 
warranted of good sound material and workmanship of the best London 
•styles. 

Our country customers w i l l please send ns their orders ear ly ; and buyers 
general ly w i l l find i t to their advantage to give us a call . 

Both Wholesale and Retail at the lowest prices. 
J E N N I N G S & C L A Y . 

C O N N O L L Y & K E L L Y , 
Booksellers and Stationers, 

H A L I F A X . 

•College, Academy, and Common S C H O O L BOORS always on hand, and 
imported to order. 

B L A N K ttOTE B O O K S , all Sizes and Bind ings . 
W e make a speciality of the M E D I C A L B O O K S now i n use at Dalhousie \ 

a stock ot the different authors always on hand. 
Note, Letter, and Foolscap Papers, Envelopes, Pens, I n k , Pencils, & c , &c.» 

together w i t h a l l S M A L L W A R E S usually found i n the Trade. 

Connolly 5§ Kel ly , 85 & 37 George St. 

W I L L I A M GOSSIP, 
United Service Book & Stationery Warehouse, 

No. 87 GRANVILLE STREET, HALIFAX. 
Imports and deals in a l l k inds of 

€«£,U£E P i mi 
Wholesale and Retail Dealer in Books and Stationery, Paper Hangings, 

ISordeiings, Plain and Figured Paper Window Blinds. 
Mathematical Instruments, Surveyors' Chains and Tapes always on hand. 
Special attention given to the Importation and sale of A r t i s t s * M a t e r i a l s , 

from the Best houses in the world. 
P r i n t i n g and B o o k b i n d i n g done to order and with despatch. 
B o o k s , & C , imported to order, from Great Britain and the United States 

With the greatest punctuality. 
JEJlT* Enquire particularly for 

• W I L L I A M G O S S I P , 
8 7 G r a n v i l l e S t r e e t . 

S T A T 3 ^ X 3 E f 5 " T A L L , 
GIFTS FOR THE HOLIDAYS, 

S E A S O N O F 1 8 7 3 - 7 4 . 
New Gift Books in every Department of L I T E R A T U R E , 

F A M I L Y B I B L E S i n superb B i n d i n g , a i l prices, 

Large Massive Photo and Cabinet Albums, 
French Gi t t Goods, Perfume Cases, Ladies Companions of the most excellent 

makes. 

Stationery of every dessription stamped •with Crest, Die 
ox Hoaagram, in color or plain. 

STEPHETT. HALL, 
1 2 1 H O L L I S S T . - - H A L I F A X . 

GKR A N V I L L E S T . 
Fowne's, Bowman's and Wilson's Chemistry , 

Brewster's & Parkinson's Opticals. 
Ganot's Physics. 

Macadam's Practical Chemistry. 
Drew's Conic Sections. 

Galbraith & Haughton 's Optics, Mechanics, H y d r o s 
tatics and Astronomy. 

Todhuntpr 's Equations, Plane Trigonometry, 
Differential Calculus, Algebra, Conic Sections and Spherical Tr igonometry ; 
Pujol 's French Grammar ; Otto's French & German Grammar ; Spier's and 
Sunenne's French Dict ionery ; Marsh's Students' Engl i sh Language ; 
Marsh's Ang lo Saxon Reader; L e w i s ' H i s t o r y of Philosophy; Greek and 
L a t i n Classics i n Oxford and Weale's Series. 

B O O K S O F A L L K I N D S I M P O R T E D T O O R D E R . 
Subscriptions received for a l l Engl i sh and American Magazines and 

Newspapers. 
A P. KATSMAST1T. 

FRESH ARPV-:3AT THE u m :WV 
M y Fa l l Stock of Tweeds, Cloths, Coatings, Beavers, Pilots and Doeskins* 

a l l of which w i l l be made up to order i n the most fashionable styles and 
best workmanship. A l l who require good fits and reasonable prices w i l l 
please cal l . 

JAMES E. M U K N I S , Upper Water St., cor. Jacob, 

JUST RECEIVED AT THE "BEE HIVE," 
The largest Stock of Ready-Made Cloth ing , Gents' Furnish ing Goods, &C 

A l l i n want of Fashionable and Cheap Goods w i l l please call and examine 
J A M E S 3 3 L I V E T T n s r X s r i S , 

114 U p p e r W a i t e r S t „ C o r n e r Jacob* 

m T X . B U C K L E Y ' S " 

Book and Stationery Store, 
101 G R A N V I L L E STREET, 

Is replete w i t h 

Standard and Popular Literature, 
ncluding the best and latest Novels, Poetical, Theological and Religious 
Works , Books of His tory , Philosophy, Essays, Bibl ical Commentaries, 
Bibles, Prayer Books, Church Services, Denominational H y m n Books, 
School Books, Students' Class Books, Classical Translations, and Greek and 
L a t i n Texts , which , together w i t h the best Stationery, B lank Books, 
Art i s ts ' Materials, A r t Products and Fancy Goods, are offered 

WHOLESALE and RETAIL, at Lowest Prices. 
Special attention given to the Importat ion of Books to order, from 

Great B r i t a i n and the Uni ted States. 

The Best Stock in the ProvinceI 
CONSISTING- OF 

Upright Pianos, of English and German Manufacture, Square Pianos 
by the celebrated manufacturers, 

Checkering & Sons, 
Stein way & Sons, and 

Maine & Brothers, New York, 
A L S O , a few superior 

Chromos and Paintings, 
specially selected in Europe, at 

S. S I C H E L & C O . , 1 4 1 G r a n v i l l e S t . 


