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the peacefully ~nd studiously-inclined to · follow I weed nicotiana common to the genus student, and to the 

in their footsteps. Far from it. But rather let suppressing as far as pOS!ible of all those ebullitions of 
my Aad tale be taken in terro1·em as that old animal spirits referable to the 'heat and inadvertence of 

' youth·' 
fogy Tacitus would say. " A' d ' 1 · · h h' h 1 · n Wttereas, n our opm10n I!UC t angs e ou d not 

I . remember well the night on which the ought to be; 

"Aristoi" became one ; when they joined haftds " Ther~fore re.~ol1ted, That yielding to the preBSure of 
in the dim light of the reading .. room, and swore the aforesaid circumstances we do take this opportunity of 
to aid each other to the utmost again~t all, and recording our disapproval thereof; 

every one ,vho· might not fall in with their own "And re.rwlved, That we do constitu!e our four eeh•es a 
peculiar ideas : to be an organization at once body corporate for the maintenance and promulgatioa of 

our belief in the freedom of the subject; 
offensive and defensive. Against the objects of "And resnlved, That we do smoke continuously 80 far 

our righteous indignation we pledged ourselves as poesible; 

to know no pity; to throw away the scabbard, "And resolved, ThA-t we «lo ee•erally and jointly, directly 
and ca~t consideration to the doers ; but to those and indirectly, by fair means and foul, f4o contriYe as to 

0 . 

who left us alone, who spoke no ill of us, or foster a apirit of h rmless mischief in our midst; 

meditated no guile, we were to be as harmless as "And 'fe8ulved, That the association do call it3elf the 

the ~ucking lamb. In defending our principles 'Aristoi.'" 

or ourselves, nothing was to be too hot or heavy. The resolutions werP. passed unanimously 
I have said in my former article that the after a . Rlight obstruction on the part of 
"Artistoi" was the outcome of a period of ''Freddie,'' who swore by this and by that; that 
unusual di turbance and reckles3nesg in the they were by far too mild. We at on him, 
annals of· Dalhousie. But, by the way, I cannot how.ever, and finally managed to convince him 
give a better idea of the circumstances attending that thet·e wa.~ a wide field for our labours, 
its inception, than by quoting from the old and 'that he would probably find that if he 

. n1inute Look, the prean1ble and resolutions which ·obeyed the constitution to the letter, he would 
gave to it ·organization. We had spoken pri- have & sufficiency of scrapes on his hands ere 
vately of the matter that afternoon, and it fell long. :And then we severally and individually 
to my lot to frame the declaration of our inde- said that we were ready for work wtanter. 
pendenee, and to submit it to the·consideration Sa we lit our pipes and cogitated. 

of the other three, at a meeting called the ~arne We 8at in sil~nce for a t.ime, but "Freddie" 
ev~ning. Thus it was:- at last broke out with "rve got it!" We 
· " JVheretu, Thea& be troublous time•; solemnly advised hitn not to let it go, and 

" And whtrea~, There seemeth to us no eartlaly poaibi- instructed him to explicate immediately. This 
lity of these troublous timtB becoming lea troubloue, primo, he did. It seemA the dear youth had heard 
IM!cauae of the spirit oflawlC88neae wbicb doth exi11t in our or read somewhere that if air be forced down 
midat, engend~red tloubtle1111 ami pa11t peradventure by the 
too repre•ive •igilance of the Janitor and the never-to-be- one of the gas pi pea in a large building hen 
11ufBciently-deplored, connivance of the po"el'l that be, in the jets are all lighted, the gu will in a. few 
th unaeemly janitorial conduct; and, ~ecundo, in that not minutea go out, and leave the place in total 
only principl• of duty, but, moreover, certain controYeni I darkness, and the occupant. in total ignorance 
religion• beliefi enter into arid form tile motive of the jAni- of the cause. 

·tori I zeal; anti, tlrtio, !>ecauee h' 'Vililance ia more pe-
cially directed to, and b mpen the movem ntl of, certain Now it 10 fell that the night in qu tion was 
youna men, atudenta of thil Ur&ivn-•ittu, on partial ground•, Friday, and everyone know the t o d iug 
t 1 b ving fallen under e weight of hie 10re die pi ure aoeie~i Wftre in. full blast up ta.ira. nd o tb 
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thing was running as smoothly as a chartn when a very undignified manner into the midst of the 
"Freddie's H inspired moment came. The orators scrimmage, where he was pounced upon at once 
were banging awa~· at the merits and demerits by tho struggling crowd. Another and another 
of poor debated Oliver Cromwell, and the benefits n1et the same fn.te, and the fun waxed fast and 
of a classical education, the Prof. up above wa. furious. Oh, it was beautiful! 
waxing eloquent over the functions and properties In the midst of it up came the Janitor with 
of oxygen &nd hydrogen, and the janitorial a lamp in hi hand. T~~- solemn cast which the 
family was engaged in its evening devotions, natut·e of the business we had callf:ld him from 
when "]freddie" said, " orne on boys !" We had imparted to his phiz rapidly changed to one 
answered, "Let there be no light." The fiat of injured dignity as "Freddie" called out frorn 
had gone forth. The " age,, calmly turned out the darkness, "Stow that glin1, Wilson 1"-a hint 
the solitft.ry ga jet which served to illuminate no sooner given than taken. A l1at went spin
the reading-room, removed the burner, and blew ning through the air, stt·uck the lamp, and sent 
until we fancied we could see his hair ~tanding , it flying to the stone floor. ~arkness again. 
on end, and hear his cheek cracking with the Then" Johannes" came in for hi hare of the 
distension. Finally he de i ted, and we calmly good thing:;, and got a good 8hare of the rough 

marched upstairs to the baH and there waited. and tumble. 

I k •d b t'f 11 d th k d the By the n1omentary gleam of the Janitor's t wor e eau 1 u y, an we an e . . 'ffi 
d 

d "F dd' " £ th h thouO"ht lamp we saw that the sCJence class was In dt -
go. sh an re ~e o.rth. et appy . o . . culties on the stairs. We caught sight of a score 
W1t out any warntng, w1 ou even a premont- . d 

fl
. k th 1' ht d t d d th f of female figures all more or less labour1ng un er 

tory IC er, e Jg epar e an e un F dd' ' , h t H d 
Th 

· f It " F dd' , l'd f the influence of " re 1e il s o . ere an began en we e re te g 1 e rom our . f . · . there a manly arm, tak1ng advantage at once o 
mtdst as we stood tn the darkness, and heard a h . f t' d th d ·k s held a · · h' h 1 d t e precanous oo tng an e at nes , 
stranae pattenng on the stone stau·s w tc e . . . 1 . Th 

0 • • • h d demoiselle's wa1~t In 1ts ov1ng grasp. ose 
to the room above. Another tnsptratton a . . 1. t 'd tl t . ·· h who had no watst to c 1ng o were ev1 en y no 
seJzed hlm, as we afterwards found, and e was . . 't b't S . . h d aiven up the 
engaged in scattering large-sized buckshot on enJoyinl g 1 d a 1 • 1 olme . tt~ b the st·J· rs 

· , f 1 h h struoO' e an were ca m y s1 1ng on "" . 
the staircase. '' Freddte was aw u w en e ot:> f . t It was ll scene or an artJs . 
got vray on. Pre~ently 80me one t·elit the gas. It acted 

For a few moments after the gas wen~ out like oil on. troubled 'vaters. The scrimmage 
the silence was intense a~d almost patnful. subsided. The ".Aristoi" won golden opinions 

. ~he? Lhe debaters came pouring out of the rooms by helping the ladie~ down stain~. Evet·yone 
In htgh. dudgeon at wha~ they t~ought wa~ a seemed to enjoy the affair exccptinO' th~ pooa· 
broad btnt from the Janttor that It was getting Janitor, and the "Aristoi" felt that their careet· 
late. Two or three of thetn as they reached the h d b . . . h a egun. 
foot of the stairs struck off.on the tmndtous s ot But our machinations were not always con-
and went headlong. Those behind went over fined to making things lively among our fellows, 
them. Re ult, a thorough-bred rough and and in illustration I will tell of one escapade in 
tumble, as •c.Tim" gleefully said. Some of the which a Prof. w~s the principal sufferer. As 
boys used unutterably bad words, and a regular wa.~ often the c&.,e we were kicking our heels 
free fight en ueJ between the yea~s in the dark- and smokin(J' in the reading-room. I fancy I 
ne • In the midst of it we heard a crash of have sotnewhere heard of a proverb, or nu ry 
smashing retorts d glass ve sels upstairs, and rhy & or hymn or something of the Kot·t, which 
~r} from tb ued rieksof the feminines, . .....:_ ' , 
& . . says. 

ejaculation o the 1 , that the c1ence " Satan find• 1ome mi10hief .~m 
Por idle banda ~ do." heco e. A me enger 

1•nata1b8d b the f. to the J nitor put his 
top t ling do n in 

So it w in this cue. · I 
t comfortable ition on the bro&d 
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~eat, with the sun's cheerful rays full upon me, 
and the smoke floating about in beautiful blue 
curls, when· a diabolical idea was 8uggeRted to 
me, in a moment, by a most pt·osaical object. The 
idea W&.'i so bold that it ahnost took my breath 
away, "Aristoi" and all as I wa . .A lady 
friend of ours afterwards told us it was "quite 
unutterably too beyond, in fact jolly utter." 
And that is just how I felt about it for a few 
short momentCJ. But I couldn't .withstand the 
temptation and lina1Jy broached it to my fellows. 
There was no retreat then. 

opened on a porch supported by stone pi1lars, 
down which it was an ea..,y matter to steal, as 
we had often demonstrated. So we hired a gang 
of gammins, and set the~ to guard the pass with 
snow-ba11s. Presently we saw the window 
pushed up and a youth, who Wft! evidently 
anxious to dJstinguish himself in the eyes of the 
poor suffering Prof., stepped forth. A snow-baH 
hit hirn in the eye. He dodged back, but shortly 
reappeared with J'einforcements in the shape 
of one or two oth t· Fre hies. They stood 
the fusilade for sonje time but finally lost 
patience and l'eturned the fire. Then the 
professorial crani \lln appeared and sounded the 
'' cease fire/' and the gamins had it all their own 
way. At last one uf the beseiged after many 
trials reached te1Ta fir~, t·u!ihed down stairs, 

From the position I was in I saw, through 
the half-opened door, the long rubber hose which 

e Janitor used occasionalJy to wash the win. 
dows of the class-1·ooms. It had recently been 
usetl and was RtiJl attached to tlle tap. It W&i 

of course long enough to reach any part of the 
building and- • tu1ned off tl1e 'vater, and then cut the rope. 

But I must not anticipate. Let the tale 
unfold itself, as we unfolded the long coils of the 
hose anrl Jed it upstail·s into the hall. Classes 
were all going on of course, and there was a sub
dued hum of lectures in the air·. '' Fl'eddie" our , 
n1essenger, was dispatched for a bit of rop~, with 

Thus the tale ended. 

"But wasn't the1·e a row over it ? " I heat~ 
eome of you say. Yes ; a pt·ecious one. But 
nobody did it. There were about thirty absent 
from classe tl1a.t day, and none of them knew 
anything of it. "Tim" ingeniously sugge~tcd, 
while being exatnined, that it was the Janitor 
had done it in one of his lucid intervals. But that 
didn't 'va.-:,h with the facidty. The whole thing 
remained a tnystery until the present, day. And 
I do hope that none of 1ny •·eaders will take 
advantage of an unguarcled rnoment on my part 
and split on u . It would be too a wfu J. 

which he g1eefu11y returned. With this we 
carefully took our preliminary step and securely 
fastened the handles of the two cJass-room doors 
which adjoined one another. Then we noise-
1ess)y shoved about hft.lf an inch of the brass 
nozzle through the ventilator of one of the rooms 
and fastened it there. Everything was ready 
for the denouement, and a fine one it was too. · 

The" Sage" went down stairs and turned on 
the tap. What an exciting n•oment that was! 
We heard the water spluttering and struggling 
with the air in the pipe and finally find its way 
out wiUJ a . glorious swi~h. Oua· aim had been 
faultless. The jet curved gracefnJly in the air 
~d ~truck the back of the Prof.' neck as he 
lent over his de$~ as &ecul·ate]y as though we 
had been in the room. Y e gode r what a 
tabltJau ensued. I never saw anything like tbe 
gl depicted in out· • fac~. Our enjoyment 

It took much time and a fabulous quantity of 
St. Jacob' OiJ, to get the pains out of oua· 
laughter-racked sides. The ' Sage's '' face W88 " 

black and blue f()r weeks from the violent facial 
contortion. How we all suffered J 

ppro.cbed almost. to 

ited at a peet-
omethi o ld oo'u 1e 

th Ju I 
, 

But I really cannot ro on any further. These 
two lal'ks are in all eo · nee ufficient to give 
the gentle reader HOme idea of our. precocioWI
neSIJ, and to theit· il'Qagination wiJI I commit tbe 
·• Aristoi." Strange to 'say, they are rather a 
quiet cro d nnw. The" Sage" is a B~aton .._ 
cunerl LL. B:& . ., and all of tbi , 
•• Tim" is one of th "too 
a regular 
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visitors to the girl-under-graduates. One. of the 
a bright and shining light in the world of letters. fair editors has undertaken to diva lg.e the v~e~s ~£ 
Four such too preciously pure young men do not her sex upon the subject of Valentmes. rh.ls IS 
come together every day. If we have serve? to her re~elation: "To any one who has. so httle 
lighten a tedious hour with the tale of out·domgs, sense as to suppose that' those darlings, as .some 
we have at la':lt been useful,, and are happy. have chosen tO call us, will thi~k morc of the per-

And for a time we say au reuou. SILENUS. . sons sending such nonsense-to such we would 

~ say, you are greatly mistaken, and had better 
OUR EXCHANGES. think differently for the future. But ?f course w_e 

wouid not have you infer that we obJeC~ to sen~n-
OuT of an unusually large number Of hie and pretty missives, with quotatiOns f~m 

Exchanges that lie Lefore us, the first one that some good author." Recollect, Ye senders of mis· 
falls for review is Acta Victo?-iana, from Cob~rg, sives. 

Ont. In the first article we read, the. wr~ter The vanity of some people, even of some 
labours hard to show the evil of close apph~t10n, . h t th 

that men who have taken the highest colleges, is beyond all bounds. This Ie w a e 
says . II . t th Rouge Et N oi'r says on behalf of the students of University honors almost untversa y regr. e e .d 1 

1 k Trinity College, 'foronto: " We pn E:' our e ves Price they paid for them, and "go to t leu· wor. f d 
rf h upon our morality as a body o y~u~g In~n, ~n physical wrecks, to lament for a short I e, t elr challenge comparison with any SJml!ar mstitu· 

four year folly." Thet•ejol'e, he gives the follow- tion." Trinity, be it I'emembered, IS a purely 
ing advice :-1st. Allow nothing but sickness to Denominational Co1lego, one which has.fo~· an 
l·nterfere with & tho'r·ough know]edge of the pass h l 

ostensible object the inculcation of t e prtuclp .es 
course. 2nd. Take hvnors in one 01' more of morality and sound doctrine. Yet . all ~ts 
clepatrtments if you can without sacrificing health teaching had failed to eradicate from among .Its 
or neglecting society work. 3rd. Take ple~tY. students one of the commonest, most destry.~ttve 
of society work, and do it in the best poss~ble f h a 

" This surely is a most preposterous and most aggravated forms o eresy, VIZ' 
. manner. spirit of vainglorious conceit I One of the 
conclusion from ~tuch premises ! edi.tors says-" We are sorry we are unable to 

Tlte Po'rflolio, Wesleyan Female Colleg. e, b li ld xt 
.,~ S l give a report of the tnecting to ~ ~e n~ 

Hamilton, Ontario, is always welcome. pecia m d y." Poor fellow ! we sympathize wtth 
. . due to the interesting editresM who has .J. ues a ·b·t•t h ld 

praise 18 h. What a pity that human possl I I y s ou 
charge of the Exchange Department. She h~ b lm. t . t d in that manner ' It is indeed too 
contrived in the issue before us to fill over five b::~~:~c;e are not endowed ~ith the ability of 
column• with admirable criticisms. We were so giving a report of a meeting several. days before 
delighted with her naitJe and gracef~l r~mark; it takes place. The article frolll which the above 
that we could scarcely prevent a ee mg o quotation is taken is a curiosity in many respects. 
disappointment creeping over us when we found The manner in which the writer attends ~ 
she had no sweet words for ""• that we ~ad b~n relation and corresponderice in hi~ clauses, 18 

overloo ed. This is the mode t manner m whl.ch at least unique. Take the followmg exa.mple 
she e p1'881181 diaapproval: "We are not qui~ -"What our church needs most is an intelligent 
sure we un<Urlt!mc:l E. L. H. Some of h•s laity, and such will never be the case 11.8 long u, 
statements appear to contradict each other." ?r & " Again he declares that " every shoulder 
again, ... In the article on 'Individ~al an;:,oc:Ial sh:uld be p~t to the whesl to check the adva!lce 
Lil!erty,' some words, are u~ in.~ nae. I enng f Infidelity and Skepticillm." Advance, we 
from any thin our penance. .An Improve· ~lieve might be checked in this way, but to 
ment, e thin ' might be ft'eeted in " <;Jollege attemp~ it would be a rash and hazardow under· 
Item p raonal ," con 'deri the ktnd of taking. Ws woula recommend rather, to try a 
Oo/Mge nd the of the PwMm~. At 
n.-aant . to the ment1on o b e. 
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Library ?" we hear another say. For answer we 
shall quote the words of Thomas Carlyle: "All 
that the university or final highest school can 
do for us is still but what the :firat school began 
doing-teach us to read." And how. can we be 
taught to read without books? In this point of 
view the Librarian becomes one of the most 
important of University officers. "The Librarian 
shoul be a teacher, not with a text-book, but 
with a world of books." Then there are those 
who assert that a few books well read are better 
than many skimmed. Perhaps in a certain sense 
thi~ is true. Eut we shall give the views of 
Professor Winsor. Librarian at Harvard, and one 
of the n1ost eminent educationists of the United 
States. He says :-" The man is but half grown 
who thinks a book is of no use, unless it is read 
through and would confine his acquaintance to 
the few score or hundreds of volumes, that can WE would call attention to the article 0~ be cons~ientiously read from beginning to end 

College LibrariQs in another column-and in a lifetime. One may indeed have a few books 
more particulal'ly to the closihg sentences of that that remain a conata.nt well-spring to hirn; but 
article. While we agree with the writer that th~se should be very few unless he wishes to 
Dalhousie .has not such a library a.43 she should have his conceptions dangerously narrowed. 
have, we do not believe that the enlargement There is nothing so broadening as an acquaint
should be left till a solution of the Collerre ance with many books, and nothin~ so improving 
¥roblem is arrived at. On the contrary, eve;y as acquiring the art of tasting a book." .. 

Inducement should be put forth now to make it We think this effectually answers the objec-
a ~redit to the college, and to the province. Why tion la.CJt mentioned. Well, the necessity of a 
thts has not been done is evident. Dalhousie College Library being admitted, how are we to 
hu had no one to blow her trumpet. In face of have ours enlarged to the extent that is desirable 1 
strong opposition, slowly but surely she has m e · We say by appealing to our friends to help. us. 
her wa!, ti~l to-d~y abe is the best equipped We believe that the Governors of the Co1lege 
college tn th1s prov1nce. And while we say that· •hould make an annual appropriation of no small 
~e are behind-hand in some thingH, we are pu - amount to the Library. And if their annual 
ttog no .Iur on those fliends who have stood by gt"ant were supplemented by the gifts of friends, 
Dalhouste rom the first. But the tin1e has now in a very short time we could boa.ctt of the 
come when we must speak out. Our Library ia Library of Dalhousie. 
far, far below what . it ought to be. True, . 
have Yery little "dead stook" on the shelves. 
And oar Library should not be burdened with 
book wh~ day of uaefulneas has gone by. We 
~ &11 the t production of modern thought. 
" by not leave the m tter to be aettled hen 

li tion · effi t d 7" does aome oue ;y. 
Dets Co li not bro ht bout 

d 0 1 
f'IOW. .. t. th 

OOLLEGE LJBIURI. '8. 

I PROPOS to gather into this articl the 
t' ti of ao e of ~he l rgar U ni ity Jib, ... ~a. 
of tb old world &nd the ne . fer 

ti nlarly to·tbe coli tb · 
llbe rdn ,I 
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In the earliest ages the library was considered 
to be a valuable adjunct to the University. Pro
bably the nueleue o~ the University was the 
collection of · manuscripts; and scholars were 
attracted to the University town by the presence 
there of thoAe writings, in which was embodied 
all the learning of past ages. The Profeesor 
would be one who could unlock those treasure 
houses. ln the fifteenth century printing was 
invented, and after this, the student could pur
chase his own books. But the mighty impetus 
O'iven to ltlarning by this happy invention, aoon 
~ultiplied books to such an extent that it was 
simply impossible for one man to own a, tithe 
of those, which the printing presses were 
annually giving out. Now began the era of 
book collecting, and so we find that t~e majority 
of European libraries had their commencement 
at that time. The old parchments were, of 
course, carefully preserved, but now no longer to 
be used as once they had been. 

I do not here intend to show the importance 
of a college library, since I presume that is patent 

· to alJ. But this much may be aaid, that every 
argument which is used in favor of libraries of 
any sort, can be used with treql~ the effect when 
applied to t.he college library. How important is 
it that they whose book reading is to get them 
bread should have the material to work with. 

1 

In our enumerati~n of college libraries let us 
commence with those of Great ·Britain, first 
noticing Oxfurd. 

Collections of .MSS.probablyexisted at Oxford 
from its earliest years. But it was not till 1602 
that the library in its present form received its 
start. In that year Sir Thomas Bodley gave 
upward11 ol .£10,000 for the putchaae of booke; 
these replace<) in the library that bears his 
name. The Unive ity h received many dona
tions for diog to tlie collection, but the climax 
was reached in 18,!, when Rev. Robert Muon 
beque thed the hand ome sum of £~.000. All 
the Coil and all h ve valuable collection 

t of forbids u noticing 
• • ti v o College Con rvat1 m, 

t i the library 
·ned to th 

t 0 0 d 

ie upwards of 260,000, a.nd in addition there are 
22,000 volumes of MSS. 

Cambridge University library contains 197,-
000 volumes. Trinity bas 40,000 volumee placed 
in a manificent edifice, built by Sir Christopher 
Wren. Magdalen's embraces the collection of 
the well known Samuel Pepys. It has, too, a, 

splendid collection of old English ballads, or 
" . t , penny mernmen s. 

Edinburgh University Library wa1 founded 
in 1580 by Mr. Cl~ment Litill, who gave his 
books1 numbering 300, to "Edinburgh and the 
Kirk of God." The number of volumes is now 
130,000. 

Olaagow University has 100,000 volumes; 
St. Andrew's, 70,000. 

King's College, Aberdeen, ha~ 37,000 books ; 
Marischal College, 12,000. Among the treasures 
of the forn1er, is a splendid copy of the Koran 
once in the poseession of Tippoo Sahib. 

The library of Trinity College, Dublin, owes 
it8.origin to the generosity of the English soldiers,. 
who, having defea.ted the Spani111h at Kinsale in 
1601 took this means of expressing their grati-

~ . 
tude. They collected £1,800, and.the purchas1ng 
of the books was entrusttd •to the famous Bishop 
U'3sher. It now contains upwards of 170,000 
volumes and 1,600 MSS. 

But it is when 'we come to the con~inent that 
we find large libraries. I shall merely give the 
figures. The University of Vienna has 120,fJ00 
volumes; Gottingen, 500,000; Bonn, 164,000; 
Leipsic, 12,000; Munich, 220,000; Copenhagen, 
200,000; Upsala, 200,000; Halle, 100,000; Turin, 
121,000; and Leyden, 70,000 volumes and 3,000 
MSS., many of which are almost priceless. This 
last ia one of the most valuable University 
libraries in the world. 

VtT e now turn to America, and here we find 
that great atridel have been made in the collec~ 

' . ing of books. Here greater progreSR, propor· 
tionally, has been made than in the old world~ 
t may be pardoned if I refer at greater length to 
the history of some of the American colle 
libraries, than I did to the European-

'J t of arvard w founded in 1638, b,
Rev. John Harvard, ho · gave to it hia o; Q 

boo - 300 in n m ber ~ moatlr on tb o 
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The libral'y grew 1:apidly, but in 1764 was burned. 
A~ was to be expected, this disaster only stimu .. 
]ated the friend of the college to new exertions. 
Gradually the library has heen increasing until 
now it numbet·s 248,000 volumes, and there are 
as tnany tnore n1aps and patnphlets. 'l:he largest 
part of this mighty collection is placed in Gore 
Hall- a building n1odelled on the plan of King's 
Chapel, Cambridge, Eng. Among the earlier 
donations we notice the V alpy edition of the 
Classics, 160 volumes from Joshua Bates, of 
London; 29 volumes from Goethe, and 166 
volumes from President Adams. Charles Su1nner, 
in addition to gifts of tnoney, during his Jife, 
gave 1,300 books and between 15,000 and 20,000 
pamphlets. At his death he further enriched it 
with 4,000 volumes. By purchase the library of 
Prof. Ebeling, of Ham burg, was secured ; this 
consisted of 7,000 volumes relating to America, 
and 10,000 maps and charts. '\\1• H. Prescott 
bequeathed the books used by him in preparing 
hie historical works - a. valuable gift, as one 
might ~uppose. :Dr. Worcester gave the large 
collection used by him in compiling his dictionary. 

.. Jared Sparks and J. G. Palfrey also gave their 
Rpecial collections. This library -the largest 
in America- is constantly increasing. For the 
put·cha.se of books there is the interest. of $169,000. 

Yale comes next to Harvard in the nun1ber 
of books. Founded in 1700, the library now has 
114,000 volumes. The library fund is 865,500, 
but $6,600 are annually expended. 

We now cotne to Princeton - a college in 
hich Dalhousians take a special interest. Ita 

library was founded in 17 46 ; one of the early 
donors was Jonathan Belcher- Governor of Ne 
Je ey - ho gave ~7 4! books. It amount& to 
•1,600 1, and exclusive of the t.heologtcal 
collection, which numbers 27;000, is placed in a 
-· .. -ift nt building, erected at a cost of 110,000. 
lti endo ment is 410,000. 

Columbia' library is small, comparatively, 
numbering only 39,000. It is largely made up 
of private eollectiona. Two very promin t 
on re th01e of l'Ofesaors nthon and Gold 

mith. Th 
6,000,' g. 

numbers 3,000, and consists chiefly of historical 
works. 

In 1770 Brown U ni varsity Library was 
founded. It now has 45,000 volumes; the 
building in which it is contained is valued at 
850,000. The permanent fund is $25,000, largely 
the gift of Nicholas Brown. 

When we turn to Canada we find the libraries 
away below the standard. Statistics a.re not 
easily obtained; but Queen's Cp1lege, Kingston, 
has ·over 10,000; and McGill has probably as 
many. 

Lastly, we come to Nova Scotia. And in 
connection with its college libraries a Nova 
Scotian can have no cause for glorification. 
Would that I could say that Dalhousie has 10,000 
volumes. But I shall not mention the number 
of volutnes in her library- for it can only be 
by <'.Ourtesy that the collection bears that name. 

The best collection - that is a college one -
in the Province is that of King's. The calendar 
of that institution gives us some interesting 
information about it,. and informs us that the 
college has upwards of 6,000 volumes. And, 

• 
indeed, even this number is creditable, for the 
college question in Nova Scotia has been a diffi
cult problem to solve; in fact, is not solved yet. 
Till a settlement of this .question is· arrived at we 
can look for but little progress in the direction 
of securing a good college library,~uch an one 
as a Nova Scotian could boast of,-sueh an one 
as the interests of higher education in this Pro· 
vince at this time imperatively demand. 

FOLK LORE. 

You have all beard the story of the man 
whom a lot of wags persuaded u · ic by 
ooming up to him and king hat the matter 
wu, that he did not loo~ U, h had be r 
consult a doctor, and uch Ii e appropriate qu • 
tion and ad vice. T ellen tell u that th 
· scarcely a man who li the 

t~t~llv b 
D anything anl'l.al"'laa.: 
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more sway over the mind than does the present 
folk lore. Yet many of the sayings and signs 
we hear and see are believed to a certain extent, 

• 
no doubt partly owing to thP;ir constant repeti-. 
tion. We~e they not regarded ~s partly true 
thev would have sunk into the oblivion of 
ancient omens, and the conten1pt with which 
ensible people would view them would keep 

· even the young and thoughtle. s from engaging 
in any of the ways, to find out who their future 
wh·es or husbands are to b . 

I have collected some of the tuost familiar 
and have divided them into those which are of 
more fr~quent occurrence. For c·on venience I 
have on1itted the use of quotation marks. 

There are a great n1any people who will not 
enter a house by one door, and leave it by another, 
nor would they turn back after they once had 
begun a journey, as it would augur ill success 
for the undertaking. I have seen my chum spit· 
on his finger and rub his left ear, explaining to 
me that it was hot and omebody was speaking 
ill of him, and while he wa.43 rubbing his ear they 
would bite their tongue . 

I will take tnetbods of arriving at the future 
wife or pu.sband, anJ they are legion. All my 
readers know about the wish-bone. Sotne 
perhaps have counted fifty white horses and 
were very careful thnt they shook hands first 
afterwards, with some one for whom they had a 
liking, for common report ~ys that such an one 
will be your consort. I have only to call to your 

. remen1brances the dreaming on a piece of bride's 
, the fllling of your mouth full of water on 
w Eve d the first name you hear will one 

to you . in matrimony. This is a 
•••w one i young ladies, and they m~st 

put t f ith in it, else they would not incur 
the phy ical I conveni nee, nor run the risk of 
hei eal'ea-dropping. A young Jady combing 
herb ir oo llo ve, bile ting an apple, 
loo ly in the 1 for a v·ew of her 

t half believ ill 

is good lu'ck. See the ne\v moon over your right 
shoulder it is good luck ; over the left., baJ. 
Finding a pin, head to you, is good luck; l1etter 
still, to find a needleJ eye to you. omethn~H 
these take the forn1 of rude rhyn1e : 

Better that you were never born, 
Than on Sunday your nails 8hould be shoru. 

Cut them on Monday, cut them for health ; 
Cut them on Tuesday, cut them for wealth ; 
Cot them on Wednesday, cut them for new! ; 
Cut them on ThnJ'8day, new pair of shoes ; 
Cut them on Friday, cut them for sorrow ; 
Cut them on Saturday, see your girl to-morrow. 

Here's another relating to the rnarriage day : 

Monday, l1ealth, 
Tuesday, wealth, 
W edesday, best of all ; 
Thursday, losses, 
Friday, crosses, 
Saturday. no luck at all. 

If you· . find a horse shoe it is good 1 uck. · 
They are supposed also to be good to keep away 
witches. For a single person to light a lamp 
holding anything in the hand except a match ip 
unlucky. Many young ladies :will not put on 
their sack before their hat, for their luck would 
suffer if they woulrl. Break a looking-glass, bad 
luck will follow for seven years. I can attest to 
the truth of thitJ, for I look forward with a sigh 
to the fou!' years my fort~nes have yet to suffer, 
because I had the misfortune to break one. It 
is also very bad luck to try a crape bonnet on ; 
or to throw egg shells in the fire ; or to put on 
your clothes wrGng side out. Boys, ren1ember, 
that if you call to see a young lady and a minister 
comes into the house, it is unlucky. Ill fortune 
follows the tirst couple a miniater marries. It is 
also accounted bad luck to find a knife ; what 
must it be to borro\\· one and never return it? 

The receiving calls from strange e events 
that trouble many a lady, and the wise h.ave 
invented many signs to fortell such an e~e ~. of 
which the bettt known are- an itchy n the 
r0011ter crowing in front of the hou~, a needle or 
pin dropping and ticking into the n1at or carpet, 
a st ger in the tea.; and if you have a piece o( 
bread, d e anotb a very hungry stranger 

i tly. 
~ .... to fortell the 
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observation; others are very foolish. I need a candle is burning a. portion of the tallow stands 
only write the first line of up as a sort of pyramid ; this is called a " wind-

.A rainbow at night is a sailor's delight. ing sheet," and gives those in the house warning 
Another in rhyme, no.t so well known, is: that one of their number, i~ soon to go the way 

The evening red and the morning gray, of all mankinq. Windy weather is foretold by 
Will send the traveller on his way. the waving of the flame of a candle without 
The evening gray and the morning red, visible cause ; wet weather if it does not light 
Will pour do n rain on the travellers's head. d"l I E 1 d b 1· · h 

• • • • • 1 rea 1 y. n ng an many e 1eve In t ese 
. Chtckens fight~ng IS ~ sure stgn of rain; or signs of the candle, and they are said to be of 
~f lou. he~ a no.Ise. as If & drop of. water h~d remote origin, and have arisen, I suppoae, from 
a ~n 10 t. e fire 1t 18 accou~ted & 81~0 ?f rain. the once prevalent worship of the sun and of 

A. cuclo aroun~ the moon 18, I am Inchned to fire. There is supposed to he as much poison in 
thtnk, a sure evtdence of a storn1. But some old a salamander as will kill as many men as there 
folks go further and count the number of t~tars are spots on his body. 
inside the circle, and it will be that many days I th t 1 t fi · h th f 11 
b f t 

am sorry a canno nts e o ow-
e ore a s orm comes on. . . . 1ng doggerel, telhng how to JUdge OUr fortune 

Fog on a hill 
Brin~rs water to the mill. 
Fog on the hollow, 
A fine day to-morrow. 

Signs of death are very nun1erous. I will 
only give a few of the most int~res~ing. ScotCh 
people especially believe that a green Christmas 
ma.kiS a full kirkya.rd. Some who have read the 
1

' Bride of Latnmermoor" will remember the 
solemnity with which an old woman mumbles 
this, while witnessing the wedding of Lucy 
Ashton. A rooster crowin~ just before sunset is 
a sign of death. If a bird comes in at an open 
widow or door it is a warning for some of the in
mates that the "pale-faced mesCJenger" is nigh. 
I rernember, one fine summer day, going to see a. 
sick child~ The doctor had just pronounced him 
as out of danger, and the mother's heart w&S full 
of hope, but in a few minutes Alie gave way to 
the wildest paroxyism of grief. A little bird 
had come in through the open window, flew 
round the bed of the child and then out again. 
Thitt was the cause of the mother's agony, f~r 
abe had more faith in supe1'Htition than in med"cal 

kill. She was justified, for before the un h&d 
et her boy died. If the "stlike-a.ide" of 

clook runs down befure the other side it · 
thought to be a sign of death. if you drop you 
comb while combing your hair you ill b 
a death before you comb you b 

quite num r that I b v 
ot very 11 ltbou 
0 illy h 

by the way we wear our shoes: 
Wear the toe, 
Spend as you iO; 
Wear the heel, 
Spend a good deal; 
Wear the side, 
Be a rich man'a bride. 

I do not think the following is a very common 
way for young ladies to see how long it will be 
before t~ey are married : Take one hair out of 
your own head, slip it through a gold ring and 
hold it ,over some watel'll in a tutnbler; by a 
slight moving it will act like a . pendulum. As 
many times as it strikes the sides of the tum
bler so many years will it be before the performer 
gets mara-ied. If it vibrates but doe') not touch 
the glass she will either be toarried that year or 
not at all. I forgot to say that it will not give 
a true result, without it is done on Hallow Eve~ 
If, when you are going to ·fish, you step over a. 
fishing rod, you ~ill catch no fi h that day. 
AI ways something happens of great moment in 
the thirty-first year of a penon· life. If your 
initial,. spell a word you re to be rich. 

I have a great m ny more that I hi.ve 
gath red, but th y m very fooli h ; yet I do 
not thin the article ould be co plete "tbout 
some of th m, I h ly thin th 
more illy th n y th t 

ieily refer tO " 
u t t 1" 
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thumb and forefinger, and if the hair cuds, that 
person j, proud. Another that i~ a favourite 
with children. is to hold a buttercup under the 
chin, and if a yellow reflection is thro':n on the 
under part of the jaw that youngster 1s fond of 
butter. Of course, you know, every child is 
fond of butter. If the palm of your l'igbt hand 
is itchy, you are going to shake hands with a. 
stranger; the left, you are going to handl• 
money. This makes it doubly sure; 

If you scratch it on wood 
It's snre to come good. 

This is especially true of "The Century," which 
is hardly upon our table before it disappears, 
and we are sorry to have to state that the num· 
ber of Reviews on hand is very much less than 
wo received. The great injustice of this is readily 
apparent to all, and we hope that in the future . 
such unge~erous conduct may not be repea~e~, 
and that all students may be allowed to parttcl
pate in the · reading of such literature, as bas 
hitherto, through the selfisbnes~ of a few, been 

largely denied them.-R. R. CoM. 

Left sole i~hy, you are going to da.nce ; right, 
Y•>U are going to walk on Rtrange ground. D~op 
your uanbrella and you will that day meet w~th 
a disappointment. Should you shoe str1ng 
unloose, your you.ng lady was thinking of. you. 
Commence e.nytbing on Frida.y and you will be 
a lon(J' time in finishing it. Loose your garter
you l~ose yo.ur "fellow." Hairpin sticking out
your ·'fellow'' wa,a thinking of you. Snuff the 
candle, and if it goes out you are not to bo 
married that yea.r. Ca.ll to see your young la~y 
on Saturday night and you will quarrel w~th 
her before the year is out. If you ma.k~ a wtsh 
when a meteor is falling it will be sure to come 
true. But I know you are all crying hold ! 
enough t of tlte8e; but you know a "little non-

d h , • • • • .• 
sense now an t en 

H, f'l!u ~ SNODGRASS. 

~ ..... ~ 
OORRESPO NDENOE. 

To STUDENTS : 

While matters appertaining to ~he Reading 
Room, have this year given very genera~ ea~isfac
tion, there are yet a fow particular~ whteh ~ustly 
give ri e to complaint.. All readily a~mtt the 
great &dvan~ derivable from a readtng room 
well equip and properly aged,-yet tb~re 

re so e few at 1 t who, in tead of lendtng 
th ·.- pport to render it u effective po•ible, 

iDg tb very thing bicb ~ tly tend~t to 

• l ·-· 1., 

AMONG THE COLLEGES. --
There are 537 students. at Princeton. 

. Mns. REDPATH, of Montreal, has given $20,000 
to endow a chair in the Presbyterian College. 

A PERMANENT fund of $100,000 is to be raised 
for the Massachusetts Agricultural College. 

PRESIDENT ARTHUit. is a graduate of Union 

College. 
IT is said that the Archbishop of Quebec has 

received an autoirapb letter from the Pope on 
the Laval Question, and that tbe missive from 
His Holiness is very severe on Bishop Lafleche. 

BROWN Freshmen ordered their annual din
ner and prepared for a good time generally. 
They were sadly disappointed, however, on reach
ing the dining hall to find that the Sophs. ha4 
been there and ealen all the feast. 

PaoF. WILLIAM DRAPER, the President of the 
University of the City of New York, and the 
author of several works on the Philosophy of the 
Will, is dead. There. is some difficulty in· pro· 
viding & suitable successor. Dr. John Ball has 

respectfully declined. 
THE Undergraduates of the University of 

Toronto lately petitioned the Sen&te that Medals, 
Scholarships and Prizes be abolil'hed. Want of 
funds for University purposes was the matter, 
a d the students had two prospeet~r-increase 
of fees, and loss of acholarships. They pre-

fe~ the latter. 
t, i fer ~ h remo~al 
the ~e moat 

··-··· _ e Oentaey " 
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PERSONALS. 

LEPAGE, a Sophomore of '7 5-'76 is now one 
of the Profes.sors of Prince of Wales College, 
Charlottetown. 

J. S. MURRAY, B. A. '77, is Inspector .of Schools 
for Queens County, P. E. I. We wi h him still 
further ~:~uccess. 

R. SHAW, B. A. '67, one of the first graduates 
of Dalhousie, is now one of the 1nem hers for 
Prince County, P. E. I., in the Local Legislature. 

W. M. FRASER, B. Sc., '80, has begun business 
as an Anaylist in this city. He finds time, how
ever, still to cultivate his taste for literis humani-3, 
Sempe1~ fioreat ! 

R. R. J. EMMERSON, B. A., '79, who, in a for1ner 
issue we said, 'vas employed on the staff of the 
Montreal Herald, has resigned his po~ition on the 
editorial corps of that journal, and i. now acting 
as one of the· editors of the Witness, of the same 
place. The improvement in the Witness is marked. 

DALHOUSIE COLLEGE UNIVERSITY. 

MUNRO 

Exhibitions & Bursaries. 
Tbrouab the liberality of G.oaaa u.Nao, f&q., of New York, t.M 

ollowlnr Exhibitions and Bunarl• will be olerecl for competition at &he 
ommencement of the Winter'• on of thla Collep, 188!, 1M, and 1 • 

In 1882 I e .J• I r E I lU • of the annual value of 1100, 
tenable for t o y , and T ~ I r r1 of the annual value 
of tl60, tenable for two yean. 

-----rl nnual alue of flO(), tenable for 

of the annual value of 1100, 

of the annual nlue of e16o, tenable for 

.of the annnal ftlue of 

THE following telegram appeared in the 
Ottawa dispatches to the Halifax Herald, a few 
days ago: 

" A good deal of intereat ia manifeeted in the election of a 
law clerk to the Sen te. It i generelly believed that J. G. A. 
CaBIGHTON, formerly of Halifax, now a barrister of Montreal , 
will be the succE !ul candidate." 

Mr. Creighton graduated from Dalhousie in 
'68. We wi h hitn success. 

PERSONS knowing the -place of residence and 
occupation of any of our old studen~ would 
confer a favor by informing the editors of t e 
same. 

• 
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NOT MAN 

Has issued tickets to ~tudents which entitle 
them to be photographed at his tqdio, 

39 EORGE ST EET. 

at the following rates :-

• • 
• • 

BATIB O'l'IO GU B 
~ 

tudenti ho have not 
i them o pli tion 

per •• 
•• 

iv d tic e n 




