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INVITATION A QUEBEC 

J'AI LE TRES GRAND PLAISIR d'inviter, au nom de !'Asso
ciation des architectes de la province de Quebec, tous les 
membres de l'Institut royal d'architecture du Canada a 
Ia cinquante-quatrieme assemblee annuelle de cet In
stitut, qui aura lieu dans Ia ville de Quebec du 17 au 20 
mai prochain. A tous je promets un chaleureux accueil. 

L'Institut a deja tenu plusieurs reunions dans Ia vieille 
Capitale mais generalement en plein hiver, pendant que 
Ia neige tourbillonnait sur une chaussee glacee. Cette an
nee, VOUS pourrez VOir la ville dans Sa premiere toilette 
du printemps, a l'epoque la plus belle peut-etre de !'an
nee. Si Quebec est une ville historique, unique en son 
genre sur le continent nord-americain, elle est aussi une 
ville dynamique, en plein essor. Au cours de l'assemblee, 
on vous parlera des travaux executes dans Ia section nou
velle ainsi que des projets d'avenir; des architectes vous 
feront voir les richesses du passe et les progres d'aujour
d'hui . A vee son commerce, ses moyens de transport et 
son savoir, Quebec est veritablement la porte du con
tinent. 

L' Association des architectes de la province de Que
bec a beaucoup grandi et evolue depuis Ia derniere as
semblee de l'Institut dans la capitale provinciale. Au
jourd'hui, des architectes sont tres affaires dans la plupart 
des villes grandissantes de Ia province. Nous comptons 
quatre societes regionales , a Quebec, a Montreal, dans 
Ies Cantons de l'Est et dans la region du Saguenay, qui 
toutes font partie de notre Association et dont les mem
bres se reunissent regulierement pour etudier des ques
tions d'interet commun et travailler au developpement 
architectural de leurs regions respectives. La Societe re
gionale de Quebec est de beaucoup la plus ancienne. 
C'est veritablement elle qui nous re~oit cette annee. 

Les habitues des assemblees annuelles de l'IRAC 
n'ont pas besoin d'une invitation pressante pour assister 
a celle de cette annee. Toutefois, je dois avouer que, 
comme menu architectural, il nous sera difficile de de
passer celui qui nous a ete offert a Winnipeg I' an dernier. 
A ceux qui n'ont jamais assiste, ou qui n'ont pas assiste 
depuis quelque temps, a ces congres annuels, je demande 
instamment de faire tout en leur pouvoir pour etre des 
notres. Vous aurez la une occasion de rencontrer des col
legues de toutes les regions du Canada et meme quelques
uns de l'etranger. Combien de personnes ont noue dans 
des reunions de ce genre des amities pour la vie? En 
meme temps, vous aurez l'avantage de participer a des 
discussions instructives sur !'architecture, Ia pratique de 
Ia profession, l'industrie de Ia construction et autres su
jets connexes. Les opinions des membres determinent 
Ia ligne de conduite generale de l'Institut. 

Jusqu'ici, des difficultes de langue ont peut-etre em
peche certains architectes de langue fran~aise et de 
langue anglaise d'exprimer, comme ils l'auraient voulu, 
leurs opinions ou de bien comprendre leurs collegues. 
Nous esperons que cette annee, grace au service d'inter
pretation simultanee, cette difficulte n'existera plus. 
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EDITORIAL 

INVITATION TO QUEBEC CITY 

ON BEHALF OF the Province of Quebec Association of 
Architects, may I extend a very cordial invitation to all 
members of the Royal Architectural Institute of Canada 
to attend the Fifty-Fourth Assembly in Quebec City, 
May 17 to 20 and assure you of a very warm welcome 
when you arrive. 

The RAIC has met in Quebec City many times in the 
past, usually in the depth of winter with swirling snow 
and icy streets. This year you will see the city in the first 
flush of spring, perhaps the most beautiful season of the 
year. While Quebec is an historic city, unique on the 
North American continent, it is also a dynamic and ex
panding place. The Annual Assembly will hear about the 
plans and executed schemes for the new city and there 
will be tours conducted by architects to see the historic 
past and what is being achieved today. With its com
merce, transportation, and learning, Quebec is truly a 
gateway to a continent. 

The Province of Quebec Association of Architects has 
developed and changed in many ways since the last time 
the RAIC met in Quebec City. There are architects busily 
engaged in most of the rapidly expanding towns of the 
Province. There are now four regional societies, integral 
parts of the PQAA, located in Quebec City, Montreal, 
the Eastern Townships, and the Saguenay District, whose 
members meet regularly to debate matters of common 
interest and to foster the better architectural development 
of their region. The Quebec Regional Society is by far the 
oldest. In a very real sense it is they who are our hosts 
this year. 

Those who regularly attend the RAIC Annual As
sembly will need no urging to attend this one, though it 
will be difficult for us to surpass the kind of architectural 
fare provided in Winnipeg last year. If you have not yet 
or not recently attended an Annual Assembly, may I urge 
you to do so if at all possible. You will meet colleagues 
from all parts of Canada and even a few from elsewhere. 
Many lifelong friendships have been formed in this way. 
At the same time you will participate in informative dis
cussions on architecture, the practice of the profession, 
the construction industry and related subjects . The views 
of its members determine the policies of the Institute. 

Formerly a lack of familiarity with the other language 
has sometimes hindered both French speaking and Eng
lish speaking architects in the exchange of ideas and in 
the precision of understanding one another. With the 
introduction of simultaneous translation at the 1961 
Annual Assembly it is hoped that this difficulty will be 
successfully overcome. 

Richard E. Bolton, President 
Province of Quebec Association of Architects 
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WILFRID HAMEL 

MAIRE - MAYOR 

A l'Institut Royal des Architectes du Canada, 

Je suis heureux de me faire des maintenant l'inter
prete de mes collegues du Conseil de Ville et de la 
population de Quebec pour offrir nos souhaits de cor
diale bienvenue aux architectes canadiens que nous 
aurons l'honneur d'accueilhr a !'occasion de leur con
gres en mai prochain. 

Une reunion d'architectes dans un pays encore 
jeune comme le notre est un evenement dont personne 
ne peut se desinteresser. A plus forte raison lors
qu'elle a lieu dans un milieu ou se posent des prob
lemes d'amenagement, de restauration et de recon
struction d'autant plus difficiles a resoudre qu'il 
importe de conserver les vestiges de trois siecles d'his
toire qui constituent a vrai dire les origines de notre 
pays. 

Je souhaite que les deliberations de ce congres s'in
spirant de !'atmosphere du vieux Quebec soient un 
succes pour les progres futurs de I'Tnstitut Royal des 
Architectes et nous permettent en meme temps d'y 
trouver d'heureuses suggestions pour la solution de 
nos nombreux problemes de preservation du cachet 
antique de notre ville. 

Maire de Quebec 

CABINET DU PREMIER MINISTRE 

Je profite de l'aimable invitation que me transmet
tent les responsables du Journal de l'Institut Royal de 
!'Architecture du Canada pour souhaiter, au nom du 
Gouvernement et de toute Ia population du Quebec, 
Ia plus cordiale bienvenue aux delegues a Ia 54e 
assemblee annuelle de votre organisme. 

Vos deliberations sont d'une telle importance 
qu'elles occuperont la majeure partie de votre temps 
lors de votre sejour parmi nous. Mais, j'espere tout de 
meme qu'il vous sera possible de visiter notre ville, la 
capitale provinciale, sa banlieue, ses edifices, et que 
vous prendrez contact surtout avec sa population. Je 
suis sur que l'hospitalite avec laquelle on vous accueil
Jera restera pour vous tous un fait saillant de votre 
visite ici et que vous en conserverez un excellent 
souvenir. 

J e souhaite que vos deliberations soient fructueuses 
et que votre sejour a Quebec se renouvelle sou vent. 

Premier ministre de Ia province de Quebec 
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Cabinet du Maire 
Mayor's Office 

I am happy to extend on behalf of my colleagues 
of the City Council and of the people of Quebec a 
most cordial welcome to the Canadian architects who 
will be our guests on the occasion of their convention 
in May. 

In a young country like ours, a meeting of archi
tects is of much interest to everybody. All the more 
if it takes place in a locality with planning, restoration 
and reconstruction problems more especially difficult 
to solve, as consideration must be given to the con
servation of vestiges of three centuries of history, 
which, as a matter of fact, constitute the origins of 
our Country. 

I hope that the deliberations of this convention will 
prove a success for the future progress of the Royal 
Architectural Institute and at the same time offer us 
happy suggestions for the solution of our many prob
lems of preservation of the antique aspect of our City. 

Province de Quebec 

I am grateful to the RAIC Journal for providing me 
with an opportunity of extending a warm welcome, on 
behalf of the Government and the people of Quebec, 
to the delegates to the 54th Annual Assembly of the 
Royal Architectural Institute of Canada. 

While your important professional deliberations 
will demand a great deal of your attention, I do hope 
that you will find time to see much of our capital city, 
its environs, its buildings and above all its people, for 
I feel sure that the hospitality you will receive will be 
a long-remembered pleasant highlight of your visit. 

May I personally wish you a successful convention 
and may this be but one of many enjoyable visits to 
Quebec. 

Journal RAIC, April 1961 
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PROGRAMME 

MERCREDI MAl 17 MAY WEDNESDAY 

Inscription 

Comite mixte sur les materiaux de construction 

Comite executif de I'IRAC 

Conseil 1960-1961 

Comite permanent de recherche en batiment 

Comite sur les pratiques professionnelles etablies 

Comite de !'i nformation publique 

Comite sur Ia conservation des edifices historiques 

Reception de Ia part de Ia 
Societe d'architecture de Ia region de Quebec 

9.00- 6.00 

9 .00- 5.00 

11 .00- 1.00 

2.30- 4.30 

4.30 - 6 .00 

6.30 - 8 .30 

6 .30- 9.00 

6 .30- 9.00 

9.00-11.00 

Registration 

Canadian Joint Committee on Building Materials 

RAIC Executive Committee 

1960 - 1961 Council 

Standing Committee on Building Research 

Professional Usage Committee 

Public Information Committee 

Committee on Preservation of Historic Buildings 

Welcoming reception by 
Quebec Region Architectural Society 

JEUDI MAl 18 MAY THURSDAY 

Inscription 

Comite permanent sur Ia formation des architectes. 

Conseil de redaction du Journal de l'lnstitut 

Seance d'ouverture de l'assemblee 

Messages de bienvenue par I'Hon . Jean Lesage, 
premier ministre de Ia province de Quebec, et 

Son Honneur Wilfrid Hamel, moire de Quebec. 

M. Edouard Fiset, MIRAC , Quebec, presentera un travail sur 
Ia tradition architecturale et historique du Vieux Quebec 

Dejeuner-theme de l' lnstitut; 
Orateur: M. Phillip Will , FA/A, president de /'AlA 

54e assemblee annuelle 

Visite des dames a Kent House et aux Chutes Montmorency 

9.00- 6.00 

8.45-10.30 

8.45-10.30 

10.30 - 11.30 

12.45 - 2.30 

3 .00 - 5.30 

3 .00 - 5 .30 

Registration 

Standing Committee on Architectural Education 

Editorial Board of RAIC Journal 

Assembly Inaugural Session 

Welcome by Hon . Jean Lesage, 
Premier of Quebec and 
His Worship Wilfrid Hamel, Mayor of Quebec 

Edouard Fiset, FRAIC, Quebec, to present paper on 
architectural and historical tradition of Old Quebec 

RAIC Keynote Luncheon 
Speaker : Philip Will, FA/A, President, AlA 

54th Annual Meeting 

Visit by ladies to Kent House Montmorency Falls 

VENDREDI MAl 19 MAY FRIDAY 

Inscription 

Seminaire "La communaute de Ia construction" 

President : M. Richard Bolton, MIRAC, Montreal, 
president cle I'AAPQ 

Entrepreneur : M. J. P. Cartier, Montreal 

lngenieur-conseil: M.P. M. Butle r, MEIC, P.lng ., Edmonton 

Manufacturier : M. W. N. Hall, /ng.P., FC/C, 
president de Domin ion Tar one/ Chemical Company, Montreal 

Amenageu r: M. A . Adamson, MIRAC, TPIC, Toronto 

Architecte: M. Marvin Allan, MIRAC , Toronto 

Dejeuner de I' AAPQ 
Orateur: L' Hon. Rene Levesque, ministre des 

Ressources naturelles cle Ia province cle Quebec 

Visite en autobus de !'Ancien et du Nouveau Quebec 

Soiree canadienne-fran~aise au lac Beauport 

9.00- 6.00 

9.1 5 - 12.00 

1.00- 2.45 

3.00 - 5 .00 

7 .30 - 1.00 

Registration 

" Building Community" seminar 

Chai rman: Richard Bolton, FRAIC, Montreal, 
President, PQAA 

Contractor : J.P. Cartier, Montreal 

Consulting Engineer: P. M. Butler, MEIC, P.Eng., Edmonton 

Manufacturer : W. N. Hall, P. Eng . FC/C 
President, Dominion Tar one/ Chemical Company , Montreal 

Planner: A. Adamson, MRAIC, TPIC, Toronto 

Architect: M. Allan, MRAIC, Toronto 

Luncheon, PQAA 
Speaker: Hon . Rene Levesque 
Minister of Natural Resources, Quebec 

Bus tour of Old and New Quebec 

French Canada Night at Lac Beauport 

SAMEDI MAl 20 MAY SATURDAY 

Inscription 

Continuation de l'assemblee annuelle 

Seance d'affaires du College des agreges 

Conseil 1961-1962 (dejeuner) 

Investiture, College des agreges 

Convocation , College des agreges 

Comite consultatif sur !'inscription uniforme 

Comite executif 1961-1962 

Cocktail 

54e diner annuel 
Orateur : M. ) .-Alphonse Ouimet, 

president et directeur general des 
services de Radio-Canada a Ottawa 

9.00 - 12.00 

9.30 - 11.00 

11 .00- 12.30 

12.30- 2.00 

2.30 - 3.00 

3.00- 4.00 

4.00 - 5 .30 

4.00 - 5.30 

6.45- 7.30 

7.30 

Registration 

Resumption of 54th Annual Meeting 

College of Fellows Business Meeting 

1961 - 1962 Council (luncheon) 

Robing, College of Fellows 

College of Fellows Convocation 

Advisory Committee on Uniform Registration 

1961 - 1962 Executive Committee 

Pre-dinner cocktails 

54th Annual Dinner 
Speaker: J . Alphonse Ouimet 
President and General Manager 
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation , Ottawa 

1907-1961 
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Urbanisme 
Cette portion du plan directeur montre 

cote a cote Ia vieille ville ou rien n'est 
change et des projets d'envergure de Ia ville 
contemporaine tels que Ia canalisation et 
l'amenagement de Ia riviere St-Charles, 
l'amenagement de voies de grande circula
tion , les raccords multiples a une nouvelle 
gare centrale (projet auquel on n'a pas 
donne suite). C'est le dualisme tout entier 
du cas de Quebec ou Ia preservation et le 
respect du passe doivent cotoyer Ia mise en 
oeuvre des projets de Ia ville contemporaine. 
(Extrait du "Rapport sur l'amenagement de 
Quebec et de sa region" par MM Greber, 
Fiset & Bedard). 

Planning 
This section of the Master Plan shows, 

side by side, the old City, where nothing has 
been changed, and large scale projects, such 
as the canalization of the St Charles River, 
the planning of major streets and the pro
posal, since abandoned, for extensions to a 
new central railway station. The Plan illus
trates the dualism of Quebec, where preser
vation and respect for the past must be 
maintained in implementing the projects for 
the modern city. (From the Report on the 
Planning of Quebec and its Region by 
Messrs Greber, Fiset & Bedard .) 



Quebec Historique 

Un Case de Conscience 
pour f Architecte 

Historic Quebec 

A Case for the Conscience 
of the Architect 

EDOUARD FISET, FIRAC, SADGF, MIUC 

A CAUSE DE SON SITE DRAMATIQUE, de son caractere de 
place fortifiee, a cause de la qualite architecturale propre 
de ses vieilles maisons, du trace de ses rues et des pers
pectives inattendues et pleines de charme qu'elles nous 
menagent, a cause egalement du prestige de son histoire 
et de la qualite particuliere de sa population, Quebec a 
toujours ete un centre d'interet et de preoccupation, non 
seulement pour les Quebecois, mais pour taus les Cana
diens. 

Cet interet et cette preoccupation revetent un carac
tere plus precis et plus concret quand ils emanent des 
architectes eux-memes. En effet, ceux-ci, etant plus sen
sibles a la qualite de la forme, de la texture et de l'har
monie des constructions, s'inquietent davantage des 
mesures positives qui peuvent etre prises en vue d'assurer 
la preservation des elements ayant une valeur architec
turale tout en assurant le developpement harmonieux de 
Ia ville moderne a cote de la vieille cite. 

11 est certain, cependant, que I' interet manifeste par les 
architectes de l'exterieur s'attache bien davantage a la 
preservation des oeuvres du passe qu'a !'evolution de la 
ville contemporaine. Cependant, pour le Quebecois, qu'il 
soit simple citoyen ou administrateur, les deux pro
blemes sont inseparables et se cotoient continuellement. 
Pour l'urbaniste et l'architecte, ce probleme prend lit
teralement l'aspect d'un cas de conscience et le place 
devant un des choix les plus difficiles qui lui soit donne 
de faire dans l'application et !'interpretation de la philo
sophie de son art. 

En effet, si la restauration ou simple remise en etat ne 
pose guere d'autres problemes pour l'architecte que celui 
d'une devotion patiente et d'une fiere humilite pour le 
respect de l'oeuvre originale, par contre Ia refection ma
jeure et davantage Ia reconstruction nouvelle dans un 
entourage au caractere architectural ou esthetique nette
ment marque, peuvent le placer devant une situation 

A suivre page suivante 

La rue d'Auteuil a Quebec 

Jou rn al RAIC , April 1961 

Because of its dramatic site, of its character as a forti
fication; because of the nature of the architecture, proper 
to its habitations; of the plan of its streets and of the un
expected prospects, full of charm, which they give us; 
because also of the prestige of its history and the particu
lar quality of its people, Quebec has always been a center 
of special interest, not only for the Quebecois, but for all 
Canadians. 

This interest is put in a more precise and concrete 
character when expressed by the architects themselves . 
In fact, they, being more sensible to the quality of the 
form, the texture and the harmony of the construction, 
are naturally more concerned with what positive mea
sures can be taken to ensure the preservation of those ele
ments having architectural value, while at the same time 
blending harmoniously the modern developments side 
by side with the old city. 

It is certain, however, that the interest shown by the 
architects in private practice is directed much more to
wards the preservation of the past rather than the evolu
tion of the contemporary city. However, for the Quebe
cois, whether citizens or administrators, the problems are 
inseparable and, repeatedly, present themselves side by 
side. For the urbanist and for the architect, this problem 
takes, quite literally, the aspect of a "case of conscience" 
and places him before one of the most difficult choices he 
has to face in the application and interpretation of the 
philosophy of his profession. 

In fact, if the restoration or simple reconstruction 
hardly raises, for the architect, any problems other than 
those of a patient devotion and a proud humility for the 
respect of the original work, a major rehabilitation and, 
all the more, a new reconstruction within surroundings of 
a well defined architectural or esthetic character, can, in 
contrast, present him with an ambiguous situation, before 
which he will react in accordance with the quality of his 

Continued on. page 39 
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ambique devant laquelle il reagira differemment selon la 
qualite de sa conscience professionnelle et selon !'inter
pretation qu'il donnera aux principes qui le guident dans 
!'exercise de sa profession. La reponse n'est pas simple 
et je ne crois pas qu'il y en ait une toute faite que l'on 
puisse appliquer sans discernement a tous les cas. 

La refection doit-elle reproduire fidelement !'oeuvre 
en majeure partie disparue? Ou au contraire, doit-elle 
utiliser simplement le gros-oeuvre pour des fins fonction
nelles et y eriger une construction de caractere nettement 
contemporain? .. . Entre ces deux extremes, une multi
tude de nuances peuvent etre envisagees. Y a-t'il une for
mule qui soit superieure aux autres? Y a-t'il un principe 
dont !'essence soit tellement superieure qu'il doit etre 
conserve au detriment d'autres valeurs? 

Ces questions sont encore plus inquietantes lorsque le 
probleme de constructions nouvelles se pose dans un cadre 
fait d'oeuvres du passe dont le caractere est digne d'in
teret. L'architecte doit-il s'effacer et essayer d'integrer 
son oeuvre a celle du passe en tentant de reproduire les 
formes qu'aurait con9ues le batisseur de jadis? Et, ce 
faisant , trahit-il les principes les plus nobles et les plus 
durables de sa profession? D'autre part, la modicite et les 
limites tant en volume qu'en qualite architecturale de ces 
oeuvres invalident-elles ces principes? .. . Doit-il par ail
leurs faire fi du caractere et du style de !'entourage et faire 
resolument oeuvre contemporaine en employant toutes 
les ressources et materiaux que lui offre Ia technique 
contemporaine, en se reposant sur le principe que toute 
oeuvre doit refieter !'image de son epoque et que le temps 
en retour se chargera d'harmoniser les differences et 
meme les contrastes, et presenter ainsi aux generations 
futures un ensemble diversifie ou les ages et les civilisa
tions s'uniront aisement en une mosai:que dont les annees 
attenueront les eclats divers? .. . Invoquera-t-ille temoi
gnage des cathedrales du Moyen Age ou plusieurs siecles 
parfois se lisent dans le meme vaisseau sans qu'il y ait eu 
Ia moindre compromission de la part de l'architecte? 

Mais une telle invocation est-elle valide aujourd'hui car, 
en effet, si dans le passe, les siecles se lisent dans le dessin 
de Ia modenature, le rayon de l'ogive ou Ia mosa'ique de 
Ia verriere, n'en est-il pas vrai que les methodes de cons
truction etaient les memes ainsi que les materiaux, la 
texture et l'echelle, alors qu'aujourd'hui la revolution 
dans l'art de construire a ete telle qu'on ne retrouve ni 
les techniques, ni les materiaux, ni la texture, ni meme 
l'echelle des oeuvres du passe, et que les eta pes franchies 
dans le domaine technique sont telles que les oeuvres ne 
peuvent litteralement s'avoisiner a moins d'un contraste 
si violent qu'il peut en etre odieux? . . . 

Encore une fois , entre ces deux extremes, y a-t'il une 
solution possible, solution qui a la fois marquerait le 
respect du passe sans trahir la conception que se fait 

A gauche: Saint-Fran~ois (1.0.) - Eglise (1734) par Th. 
Allard, ma~on de Quebec. Les statues par D. 
Morisset et le clocher par A. Robitaille furent 
ajoutes en 1955. 

Right: Saint-Franr;ois (1.0.)- Church built in 1734 by 
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Th. Allard, mason of Quebec. The statues by D 
Morisset & the steeple by A. Robitaille were added 
in 1955. 

l'architecte de sa mission? Cette haute conception ne 
peut-elle egalement se retrouver aussi bien dans l'humi
lite, dans cette meme humilite que l'on retrouve chez les 
artisans et les meilleurs maltres-d'oeuvres du passe, que 
dans une intransigeance irreductible? .. . 

Ces questions posent un probleme qui revetent l'am
pleur d'un cas de conscience, et comme il en est des cas 
de conscience, appellent des reponses entieres et passion
nees et des prises de position irreductibles. Cependant, 
pour ceux de qui releve la responsabilite de !'orientation 
de l'amenagement, il leur revient egalement le devoir 
d'etablir les formules les plus propices a maintenir et 
assurer le respect de !'oeuvre du passe aussi bien que celui 
de !'oeuvre contemporaine. C'est cette formule que nous 
avons tente d'etablir lors de la presentation d' un rapport 
sur l'amenagement de Quebec en 1956 et que nous sou
mettons ci-apres: 

"Les constructions anciennes de Quebec ont une qua
lite propre due a leur simplicite, leur honnetete et leurs 
proportions. L'ensemble est souvent remarquable par 
son harmonie, sa mesure et cet element indefinissable 
qu'apporte une liberte d'expression, soit dans le trace des 
rues, soit dans le dessin des details si caracteristiques des 
vieux quartiers. La valeur de cet ensemble est done nette
ment due a sa qua lite urbaine et non a Ia reussite architec
turale intrinseque des oeuvres prises individuellement" . * 

"Cette differenciation est necessaire pour guider le 
sens des mesures de protection a envisager. En effet, il 
s'agit bien ici de proteger un ensemble urbain et non pas 
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professional conscience and the interpretation he will 
give to the principles which guide him in the exercise of 
his profession. The answer is not simple and I do not be
lieve there is a ready-made solution that could be applied 
in all cases without discrimination . 

Must the reconstruction be a faithful reproduction of 
the original work even if portions of the original have 
disappeared? Or, should the foundations simply be used 
for the erection of a structure of distinctly contemporary 
character? Between those two extremes, a multitude of 
shades can be considered. Is there a formula that proves 
superior to the others? Is there a principle in essence so 
superior that it must be preserved to the detriment of 
other values? 

These questions are still more alarming when the prob
lem arises of new construction within a setting of historic 
works, the character of which is worthy of interest. Must 
the architect withdraw to try and integrate his work to 
that of the past by attempting to reproduce the forms con
ceived by the original builder? If so, he is betraying the 
noblest and most durable principles of his profession? On 
the other hand, does the relative scarcity and limitation of 
these works, as much in volume as in architectural 
quality, invalidate such principles? Besides, must he set 
aside the character and style of the surroundings and 
create solely a contemporary work by using all the re
sources and materials that present-day techniques make 
available, resting on the principle that all work must re
flect the picture of its times and that time in return will 
harmonize the differences and even the contrasts, thus 
presenting to future generations a diversified assembly 
where ages and civilisations will readily unite into a 
mosaic of which the years will temper the disunities? 
Today, the revolution in construction techniques has 
been such that one can compare neither the building 
methods, nor the materials, the texture, or even the scale 
to past works, and the developments in the technical 
sphere have been such that the past and present cannot 
be adjacent without creating a contrast violent enough 
to be distasteful. 

Once more, between two such extremes, is a solution 
possible; a solution that would at the same time denote a 
respect of the past without betraying the integrity of the 
architect? Cannot this integrity also be found in humility, 
that same humility apparent in the artisans and crafts
men of the past, rather than in an attitude of no-com
promise? 

These questions raise problems that can be adequately 
described as "a cas de conscience", and as such they call 
for conscientious answers and the taking of an irreducible 
position . However, for those on whom the responsibility 
of planning policy falls, it also dictates the duty of estab
lishing formulas which are helpful in maintaining and 
insuring the respect of the work of the past as well as of 
the present. It is this formula which we have attempted 
to establish in the Report on the planning of Quebec 
presented in 1956 and which we quote here: 

"The ancient constructions of Quebec have a pertinent 
quality, due to their simplicity, their honesty and their 
proportions. The whole is often remarkable by its har
mony, its scale and that indefinable element introduced 
by the liberty of expression, either in the tracing of its 
streets, or in the design of the details so characteristic of 
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En haut: Saint-Famille (1.0.) . Eglise Construite en 1743. Le 
clocher central a ete erige en 1843 d'apres les plans de Th . 
Baillairge. 

Above: Sainte Famille Church (1.0.) . Constructed in 1743 . 
The central steeple was erected in 1843 from plans by Th. 
Baillairge . 

La maison Maillou, classee comme monument historique et 
restauree par l'architecte Gabriel Desmeules, est occupee 
par Ia Chambre de Commerce de Quebec (v . Journal, Oct 
1959). 

The historic Maillou House 17 StLouis St , now restored and 
occupied by the Qu ebec Chamber of Commerce (see 
Journal, October 1959). Architect for the restoration , 
Gabriel D esmeules. 



de tenter de recreer artificiellement un autre Williams
burg par des reconstitutions artificielles et non justifiees. 
Quand un batiment ancien ne peut raisonnablement etre 
restaur€, il n'y a pas lieu de tenter d'en refaire une sem
blable. Ce serait un non-sens, tant du point de vue esthe
tique que du point de vue economique. II n'y a pas de 
meilleur moyen de tuer le passe que d'essayer dele faire 
revivre dans de telles reconstitutions" .* 

"Quebec peut garder son cachet, malgre le remplace
ment inevitable d'elements vetustes, par le traitement 
particulierement soigne des oeuvres nouvelles qui sont 
appelees a les remplacer. C'est ainsi que lorsque la re
construction est inevitable, il est recommande de respec
ter autant que possible le volume, la texture et l'echelle 
plutot que le style et Ia mouluration". * 

"Certes l'edit, la Ioi ou le reglement peuvent apporter 
une aide precieuse dans la preservation de notre heritage 
urbain. Ils sont meme necessaires. Mais le sens esthetique 
du constructeur est, en dernier ressort, I' element qui aura 
la plus grande portee. C'est pourquoi nous croyons que 
quel que soit l'organisme charge de voir a la protection 
des batiments historiques, le choix des individus devra 
etre base sur leurs connaissances, leur gout et leur esprit 
de mesure et d'harmonie. De plus, un tel organisme ne 
peut rendre des services concrets qu'a la condition qu'il 
ne soit pas, dans une trop grande mesure, victime de 
reglementations trop rigides, et qu'il puisse garder une 
certaine liberte d'action dans le cadre de ses recom
mandations" . * 

Ces preceptes sont soumis ici a mes collegues afin qu'il 
leur soit permis a leur tour d'exprimer des opinions et de 
prendre position. Je souhaiterais meme que ceci fasse 
!'objet d'un questionnaire semblable a ceux que le Journal 
soumet aux tenants de notre profession. 

Avant de terminer, cependant, j'aimerais souligner ce 
passage du Rapport qui fait le point sur !'importance 
relative de ces formules-guides et de ces prises de position 
theoriques. En architecture, en effet, comme dans toute 
expression estbetique, la formule cede le pas a }'oeuvre 
individuelle et en dernier ressort, c'est la qualite de cette 
oeuvre meme, consideree sous ses aspects multiples et 
due au talent de son createur, qui prevaut. Et je dois 
avouer que meme s'il me faut prendre position quant a 
une ligne de conduite, je prefererai toujours l'oeuvre 
belle et harmonieuse qui fait fi des principes de composi
tion ou autres formules , a celle qui les respecte mais qui 
est denuee de talent. Cependant, en matiere d'estbetique 
urbaine, l'administrateur ne peut se substituer au crea
teur et assurer par des directives le succes des oeuvres 
individuelles; mais il doit par des mesures d'ordre general 
tenter d'empecher les erreurs les plus manifestes. 

Dans Ie domaine de la creation artistique, les preceptes 
de Nietzsche semblent plus valables que sur le plan moral, 
et on ne saurait qu'approuver !'artiste authentique qui 
s'en prevaut en ce domaine. Malheur a nous, cependant, 
quand le mediocre s'en prevaut. 

* "Projet d'amenagement de Quebec et de sa region" par Jac
ques Greber, Edouard Fiset et Roland Bedard, Quebec 1956. 
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old districts. The value of this assembly is, therefore, 
clearly due to its urban quality and not to the intrinsic 
architectural success of the individual works. 

"This differentiation is necessary in order to indicate 
the measure of protection to be considered. In fact, what 
is meant here is the protection of the urban assembly and 
not an attempt to recreate artificially another Williams
burg by false and unjustified rehabilitations ... When an 
ancient building cannot reasonably be restored, there is 
no justification in trying to build a duplicate. This would 
be a nonsense, as much from the aesthetic as from the 
economic point of view. There is no better means of de
stroying the past than in trying to revive it through such 
reconstructions. 

"Quebec can keep its identity, in spite of the unavoid
able replacement of deteriorated elements, by a particu
larly careful treatment of the new works which are called 
to replace them .. . True, when a reconstruction is un
avoidable, it is recommended that more consideration be 
given to the volume, texture and scale, than to the style 
and mouldings. 

"Certainly, the edict, the law or the regulation can 
bring a precious help in the preservation of our urban 
inheritance. They are necessary. But the esthetic sense of 
the designer is, in the last resort, the element which will 
have the most impact. That is why we believe that what
ever organisation is charged with the protection of his
toric buildings, the decisions of its members must be 
based on knowledge, on taste, on a sense of scale and of 
harmony. Moreover, such an organisation can render 
practical service only on the condition that it is not a 
victim, in too great a measure, of regulations that are too 
rigid, and that it can retain a certain liberty of action 
within the framework of such regulations"* 

I submit these precepts to my colleagues in order that 
they may, in turn, express their opinions and take their 
stands. I would even wish that they be the subject of a 
questionnaire, similar to those issued by the Journal to 
the supporters of our profession . 

Before concluding, however, I would like to stress the 
passage of the Report which bears on the relative im
portance of the formulas-guides and the theoretical 
standpoints. In fact, in architecture, as in all esthetic 
expressions, the formula gives the pace to the individual 
work and, in the last resort, it is the quality of that very 
work which prevails. And I must admit that if and when 
I have to choose a line of action, I shall prefer the work 
which is beautiful and harmonious, though disregarding 
the principles of composition and other formula , to those 
that respect them but are devoid of talent. However, in 
the matter of urban esthetics, the administrator cannot 
substitute himself for the creator and yet ensure, through 
direction, the succes of individual works ; but he must, by 
general measures, make an attempt to prevent the most 
manifest errors. 

The precepts of Nietzsche appear to be more valid in 
the realm of artistic creation than on the moral plane and 
one can only approve of the genuine artist who avails 
himself of them in this context. Woe to us, however, when 
the mediocre takes advantage of them. 
* "Projet d' amenagement de Quebec et de sa region" by 
Jacques Greber, Edouard Fiset and Roland Bedard, Quebec, 
1956. 
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A droite: 
SILLERY - Maison des Jesuites 

Right : 

A gauche: SILLERY
Mai.sons en pierre da
tant du XVIIe siecle 

Left: SILLER Y- 17th 
century stone house 

A droite: 
CHARLESBOURG 

Maison Villeneuve 
Right: 

A gauche: QUEBEC-Maizerets -Ferme du 
Seminaire et maison de vacances 

Left: QUEBEC- Seminary farm and vacation 
camp 

A droite: 
S ILLERY - Maison Roger Turcotte 

Right: 

A gauche: 
Place Royale 
Left: 
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A gauche, en haut & au centre: 
Maisons rue Ste-Ursule 

Top & centre left: Houses, 
Street St Ursule 

En bas, a gauche: Maisons rue 
Saint-Louis 

Bottom left: Houses , 
Street Saint-Louis 

Ci-dessous: Below: Place d'Armes 

Ci-dessous, a droite: Maison 
Parques, con
struite vers 
1784 

Below right: Parques House 
(circa 1784) 

RICHARDSON 
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En haut: Above: Rue d'Auteuil 

En bas: Ancienne maison du juge Sewel, 
rue Saint-Louis, bfltie en 1803 

Below: Old house of Judge Sewel, 
Street Saint-Louis, built 1803 
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RICHARDSON 

Ci dessus: Above: Street Saint-Flavien 

En bas: Escalier de larue Buade 

Below: Stairs of Buade Street 
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Le Sens 
Profond de 
1' Amenagement de 
la Cite 

Discours Presente par jacques Simard} MAIVC 

a f assemblee annuelle de lJ AAPQ 

(An English translation will appear in an early issue) 

Definition 
Le vocabulaire usuel donne au mot "cite" un sens assez par
ticulier; aux termes de la loi, est municipalite de "cite" une 
corporation municipale ayant au moins six mille ames. 

Sans en elargir le sens dans la noble acception de saint 
Augustin, nous considererons la cite selon la definition de 
Larousse comme "une communaute politique dont Jes mem
bres s'administrent eux-memes par leurs propres lois". 

"Amenagement" est un terme d'urbanisme qui s'oppose a 
"exploitation desordonnee". L'assimilation physique de l'es
pace urbain. Tel que nous l'entendons, l'amenagement saisit 
Ia cite dans son unite organique, depassant par Ia Ia simple 
technique ou un art applique. 

Quant au "sens profond", no us voulons par cette expres
sion signifier notre intention de creuser le probleme que 
nous pose notre epoque face a l'amenagement de la Cite. 

II serait cependant temeraire d'imaginer que les quelques 
meditations que nous ayons pu faire puissent apporter un 
jour nouveau sur le sujet. En effet, ces idees qui hantent !'es
prit des penseurs de notre temps ont ete bien mieux traitees 
ailleurs et nous avouons candidement y avoir puise large
ment. 

Mais nulle part, a notre connaissance, a-t-on cherche a 
couvrir de ce manteau de sagesse l'angoisse froide de l'archi
tecte, de l'urbaniste consciencieux devant les questions en 
apparence sans reponses que pose !'existence de Ia com
munaute humaine dans Ia Cite d'aujourd'hui. 

Communaute humaine, en effet, car, pour qui est Ia Cite? 
Qui oserait repondre autrement que: pour l'homme, meme 
si parfois on peut se meprendre devant l'envahissement des 
techniques! 

L' homme ancien 
Puisque vous nous le permettez, nous voudrions avec vou~ 
regarder de nouveau notre ancetre dans l'histoire, l'homme 
de Ia culture greco-latine pour le comparer avec ce qu'on a 
appele ''!'homo technicus", l'homme d'aujourd'hui. Peut-etre 
pourrons-nous alors tirer certaines conclusions utiles a nos 
disciplines qui, sans contredit, ont et auront de plus en plus 
a fa90nner !'habitat, le milieu qui conditionne, conditionnera 
notre ere. Car notre temps, c'est nous-memes. 

Le monde de l'antiquite, du moyen age et pour une large 
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part, de la renaissance, etait ignorant, cela va sans dire. de 
tout l'appareil de sciences et de techniques qui nous sont si 
familieres aujourd'hui , et il faut un effort reel d'imagination 
pour tenter de percevoir Ia realite de cette tranche du temps. 

Temps relativement long d'ailleurs, fecondateur de plusi
eurs cultures extremement riches dans le raccourci de notre 
vision, source inepuisable de recherches pour des specialistes 
et des techniciens et aussi pour des savants. 

Ces derniers, extrayant de cet ensemble complexe un uni
verse! plein d'enseignement pour nous, nous decrivent !'horn
me de la civilisation greco-latine. 

Sa mesure, c'est Ia nature qu'il connalt et Ia nature qu'il 
connait est a sa mesure. II fait un tout avec le monde de son 
epoque et ce monde n'est autre que ce qu'il experimente 
avec ses sens. 

Ce qu'il produit ne depasse pas La force de ses muscles, 
des muscles des animaux domestiques ou l'habilete de ses 
doigts, de sa vue, de son ou"ie. Aide d'instruments, d'outils 
qui ne font que prolonger l'effet de ses organes, il batit tout 
de meme le Parthenon et les cathedrales ou il n'oublie pas de 
faire participer a Ia gloire les boeufs qui ont prolonge sa 
force. 

Ce respect de Ia nature ne se comprend que si nous con
cevons l'homme satisfait de ce qu'elle lui prodigue et nulle
ment inquiet de posseder Ia clef de sa force pour Ia violenter. 

L'homme d'autrefois ne cherche pas a dominer Ia nature, 
il se contente de vivre en elle, cette "Mere". 

Aux questions indiscretes que lui pose sa raison, il repond 
dans la quietude par !'invention de ces divinites chargees 
d'expliquer le mystere des choses, divinites en somme bien 
naturelles, bien pres de lui, meme si elles se cachent a ses 
regards. 

Et quand le christianisme vient ajouter ses mysteres a ceux 
de Ia nature, l'homme du moyen age tend a les ramener a 
son echelle; le Seigneur, Madame Ia Vierge, Notre-Dame ne 
logent-ils pas tout pres, de !'autre "cote" du ciel? 

L'homme d'autrefois adapte done Ia nature a sa fa9on de 
vivre; mais s'il agit sur elle, elle agit sur lui . Et comme tout 
part de l'homme, Ia nature qu'il manie s'humanise tandis que 
celui qui oeuvre dedans et avec elle est simple et naturel. 

Qui n'a pas rencontre, meme de notre temps, dans nos 
families terriennes, une simplicite, un nature!, une noblesse 
dans la parole, dans la tenue, inexplicables a nos yeux et 
introuvables d'ailleurs hors de ce milieu? 

Laissez-nous vous rapporter un petit fait qui illustre bien 
ce que nous essayons de decrire. 

Sur un plateau de Ia Cote Nord duSt-Laurent, dans un des 
plus magnifiques paysages, d'ailleurs des plus humanises, 
habite un vieillard heritier d'une terre cultivee depuis des 
siecles. Au "commer9ant" qui lui demandait s'il ne vendrait 
pas son "bois debout" il refusa en donnant comme raison 
que s'il etait coupe ce serait laid vu du fleuve. 

Ce trait poignant pour nous dans sa noblesse et sa sim
plicite nous fait bien sentir qu'il s'agit Ia d'une race d'hom
mes qu'on ne s'attend plus a rencontrer. 

L' homme nouveau 
Mais i1 ne s'agit pas ici de se complaire dans une nostalgie 
morose prete a abdiquer devant l'homme nouveau, ou de 
refuser l'acti0n dans un temps qui se presente encore comme 
un ennemi qui voudrait faire eclater le passe douillet. Et 
surtout, il ne s'agit pas de faire le proces et de condamner 

Journal RAIC, April 7967 



notre temps meme si ses fautes, ses erreurs nous semblent 
enormes a l'echelle du passe. 

De fait, pourquoi le passe en serait-il Ia mesure? 
La courbe stupefiante des progres techniques de puis Gali
lee, soit le debut du XVJe siecle, nous apprend que pres 
de 90o/0 des hommes de science que le monde a connus 
sont vivants aujourd'hui! 
Dans une revue qui celebre son 25e anniversaire, on note 

qu'en 1936 la science avait accumule des connaissances re
volutionnaires que ne s'etaient pas encore concretisees. Or, 
la fission de l'atome d'uranium declenche une explosion de 
techniques nouvelles comme la fusion de l'atome, le radar, 
La television, !'automation, la microtechnique, les plastiques, 
les aerojets, les fusees, les satellites; et bientot le depart de 
cet astronaute vers des conquetes inconcevables. 

L'explosion d'une telle intelligence devrait, semble-t-il, 
aller de pair avec une grande sagesse. Mais alors que notre 
astronaute se moque de l'espace dans un depart qui semble 
sans frontiere aucune, pourquoi ne peut-il pas traverser les 
innombrables frontieres de son propre monde sans l'inter
vention de la police? 

Nous avons vu combien l'homme ancien faisait partie de 
Ia nature; mais a un moment donne, apres une progression 
imperceptible, le contact organique avec la nature a cesse 
et ce monde complet et bien proportionne a l'homme, maitre 
et serviteur, est disparu detruit par la poursuite insatiable 
d'une nouvelle realite qui se prolonge dans l'infini. C'est 
cependant la poursuite de ce nouvel ordre de grandeur, de 
"ce nouvel espace humain" qui fait Ia noblesse majestueuse 
de notre temps. 

Cette transformation dans !'ideal humain, d'une conse
quence aussi vaste que celle de l'avenement du christianisme, 
ne s'est pas produite sans la perte ou la destruction de valeurs 
qui semblent encore irrempla<;:ables. 

Quel fut done Ie prix paye et quelle est la dette que doit 
reconnaitre l'homme moderne avant de pouvoir se sentir 
maitre de sa destinee? 

C'est a partir du moment ou l'homme d'autrefois, non 
content de cette "harmonie du vouloir et du pouvoir avec le 
donne immediat" de la nature et des choses qui l'entourent, 
pousse sa connaissance au dela de ce qu'il peut voir et sentir 
que son rapport moderateur ordonne et proportionne avec la 
nature periclite. 

Nous citons Guardini: "Par la, ses rapports avec Ia nature 
se transforment. Ils perdent leur caractere de spontaneite, 
deviennent indirects, passent par l'intermediaire du calcul et 
des appareils. lis perdent leur caractere concret, ils devien
nent abstraits et formels. lis perdent leur caractere d'experi
ence, ils deviennent objectifs et techniques." 

Voila, habilement analysee, la structure de l'homme nou
veau, "homo technicus" dont le champ d'experience person
neUe est depasse par I' acquit toujours plus vaste des connais
sances et partant, des moyens d'action. 

Mais alors, comme pour l'Apprenti Sorcier, liberes du 
sort qui les enchaine a la nature, se declenchent tout un tra
vail sociologique, politique, religieux, toute une oeuvre artis
tique qui ne tirent plus leur sujet de l'homme organique mais 
d'une connaissance abstraite qui se nourrit d'elle-meme, se 
dirigeant de son propre chef ou bon lui semble, sans arret et 
sans mesure. 

Si bien que "echelle de l'homme" n'a plus de signification 
et la mesure a donne sa place a la logique, a la statistique et 
a la mecanique. 
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Mais plus grave encore, puisque le lien organique de !'horn
me avec une commune mesure est brise, dans sa mentalite 
nouvelle, il met ses decisions a Ia remorque "des forces libe
rees par la raison et soumises par la machine a la volonte 
autonome". 

La civilisation du passe, on !'a vu, etait une oeuvre hu
maine; celle qui se prepare s'elabore dans le desordre, et 
s'emparant de l'objet sans chercher a Ie comprendre dans 
!'ensemble qui lui donne Ia vie, elle le disseque, en classe les 
morceaux, lui trouve une formule sans pour autant en saisir 
les liens interieurs. 

II n'est done pas surprenant qu'une des choses Ies plus 
frappantes de ce temps est en general le manque de sens, "Ia 
platitude dans le plenitude". Plus l'homme a en main la 
gouverne de son univers moins il semble le comprendre. 

C'est que le positivisme d'un Comte nous a rendu un bien 
mauvais service en decriant comme sans valeur ce qui n'etait 
pas admis par Ia science. 

Mais quel est done le lien entre le geste mecanique que 
mes doigts font sur le clavier et Ia musique interieure toute 
silencieuse que j'essaie d'exprimer? Comment Ia science 
peut-elle faire la demonstration du sens de ce geste? 

Or, c'est justement ce qui fait l'angoisse de ces hommes 
de science qui controlent une puissance inoule que de sentir 
que le sens de ces forces declenchees leur echappe. Comment 
expliquer autrement leur desarroi, leurs contradictions, 
meme ce qui nous semble une disproportion toute empreinte 
de panique? 

11 faut retrouver le sens des choses! Mais combien affecte 
par l'interieur est l'homme des techniques! 

Ecoutez les paroles douloureuses du Pere Couturier; elles 
devraient trouver chez vous un echo particulier: "Pour que 
des formes si fieres de nos plus pauvres villages d'autrefois, 
nous en soyons venus ala bassesse d'aujourd'hui, il faut que 
quelque chose ait Iache dans le coeur chretien, il faut que 
quelque chose s'y soit avili ... Qu'on regarde bien ces ima
ges et Ia noblesse de cette pauvrete. Voila ce qui sortait autre
fois normalement des mains, du coeur des gens. Voila ce 
qu'ils faisaient, ce qu'ils aimaient: on sait ce qu'il en est 
aujourd'hui. Devant ces choses il faudrait se crever les yeux 
pour ne pas voir qu'elles posent un probleme. Et que ce 
probleme est moral et spirituel." 

S'il ne nous appartient pas de faire echo au probleme 
moral de notre epoque tel que souleve par le P . Couturier, 
nous ne nous ferons pas faute de relever les carences de 
!'esprit de notre temps. 

C'est ainsi que dans Ia lignee d'une science politique 
purement politique ou l'humain n'entre que deshumanise en 
statistique, d'une sociologie purement sociologique a l'affut 
des faits et gestes d'une communaute comparable a celles 
des fourmis et des abeilles, vient s'ajouter une religiosite 
purement religieuse, c'est-a-dire profane dans un monde 
profane. Bien sur qu'il faut en garantir le dogme qui , Verite, 
ne change pas dans le temps. 

Mais ou done se trouve ce sens profond du mystere, de 
ce mystere d'un monde que la science des galaxies n 'arrive 
pas a circonscrire mais qui est cependant a Ia base de toutes 
les religions et qu'on retrouve partout, aussi bien chez les 
tribus les plus primitives que dans les civilisations les plus 
esoteriques? 

Par exemple: Je serment est a la base de tout l'appareil 
judiciaire; qui n'a pas !'impression a voir ce qu'on en fait 
qu'il s'agit la d'une ancienne coutume, venerable certes, 
comme les perruques des juges, mais sans rapport avec le 
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sujet, et en tout cas peu scientifique; qui voit dans son voisin 
une "personne", c'est-a-dire un homme relie au mystere de 
Ia liberte et capable d'une initiative pou r ne pas dire un 
"alter Cbristus"; qui reconnalt dans le pauvre (il y en a de 
toutes sortes), dans cet homme dechu , un frere qu'il faut 
assister, personne a personne, plutot que dele rejeter dans ]a 
technique d'une "Federation"; qui voit dans la masse 
amorphe du troupeau hum ain marchant a ]a suite d'un 
heros loufoque ou d'un chef maniant Ia technique des foules, 
des camarades, des freres? 

D e Peguy, citons le temoignage accablant dont un echo 
imposant vient tout juste de se faire entendre, qui disait 
au debut du siecle: "Le monde a moins change depuis Jesus
Christ qu'il n'a change depuis trente ans ... Le monde mo
derne avilit. II avilit Ia Cite, il avilit I'homme. II avilit 
!'amour, il avilit la femme. II av ilit Ia race, il avilit !'enfant. 
11 avi lit Ia nation , il avilit la famille . I1 avilit meme, il a reussi 
a av ilir ce qu' il y a peut-etre de plus difficile a av ilir au 
monde; il avilit Ia mort." 

Depuis que l'homme moderne a dechire le vetement du 
monde ancien, pourtant si bien mesure a sa taille, afin d'en 
analyser le tissu ou le fit , il a reussi certes ale reconstituer par 
sa connaissance intime de l'ordre chimique, physique, me
canique. I1 a meme invente des machines, des materiaux 
qui, se nourrissant de statistiques, lui ont refait un vetement 
base sur Ia moyenne sacree. A-t-il vraiment gagne quelque 
chose de vital? 

Abandonnons cette image pourtant assez fidel e; n'est-il 
pas vrai cependant que nous sommes constamment con
scien ts de Ja necessite imperieuse de justifier scientifique
ment toutes choses? 

Que fait Ia psychologie, Ia psychiatri e sinon etaler a tout 
venant les secrets les plus profonds? Qu'on se rappelle les 
bulletins de san te d'un certain president. Avilissement. Par 
l' imperatif de Ia connaissance, nos visceres et nos tares sont 
aeres. 

On a oublie que Jes racines les plus profondes sont celles 
qui ex igent le plus d'ombre. 

Qu'on nous comprenne bien. 11 ne s'agit pas ici de me
priser les connaissances, Ia science a tous ses degres, les 
techniques dans leur multiplicite mais - et nous insistons -
de constater combien nous manque ce sens de Ia mesure, de 
l'equi libre, ce sens de direction qui permet un controle or
donne. Or, il fa ut nous rendre a !'evidence. Si dans notre 
equation un facteur a pu ch anger, soit Ia science rempla~ant 
la connaissance naturelle, il n'en reste pas moins vrai que 
!'autre fac teur, et le plus important, reste le meme: homo 
technicus, sed homo. 

Car l'homme, en tant que personne, est encore !'unite phy
sique, l'atome indivisible, le module irrempla~able et essen
tiel de notre monde. 

Mais quoique essentiellement le meme, il change dans ses 
accidents. 

L' homme de l' avenir 
Et c'est ainsi que Teilhard de Chardin, ce theologien - an
thropologue, jette sur l'homme une lumiere etrange, de plus 
en plus verifiable; et !'interet extraordinaire que l'on a porte 
partout a ses ecrits, pourtant aussi difficiles d'acces que 
]'ascension d'un pic, est en lui-meme revelateu r. 

Teilhard de Chardin constate qu 'homo sapiens occupe 
dans l'h istoire de Ia terre une infime partie du temps. Atome, 
gaz, vapeur, boue, matiere, animal et enfin homme, notre 
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monde part du plus simple en evolution vers le plus com
plexe et du materiel vers Je sp irituel. 

D ans un elan d'une grandeur qui rappelle les prophetes, 
le savant decrit l'homme evoluant selon le plan divin vers 
une spiritualite toujours croissante dans une material ite de
croissante. 

Etrange et troublante vision! Rapprochons deux tendances: 
Ia quantite etonnante d'hommes de sc iences poussant en 
fl eche et par contre le des interessement general des citoyens 
pour Ia vigueur de leur corps. Voyez ce fourmillement d'etres 
humains presque sans force muscul aire, depl a~ant leur esprit 
sur des machines esclaves vers une rencontre dans Je cerveau 
des cerveaux de Ia metropole! Un homme, enfin , de mieux en 
mieux adapte pour ses voyages dans l'espace. 

Sans poursuivre cette vision plus loin , reconnaissons que 
!'experience nouvelle a singulierement elargi Je champ de 
notre sensibilite. 

Le peintre qui peint l'abstra it, le musicien qui cherche 
Ia gamme des sons dans l'un ivers ne seraient-ils pas a la 
recherche justement de !'expression de cette sensibilite qui , 
ne s'a rretant pas a l'immediat, trouve ses echos au del a, dans 
!'abstraction du spirituel? 

A ce "nouvel espace humain" correspond une grandeur 
qui peut depasser tout ce qu'a pu connaltre l'homme ancien . 
Mais il nous appartient d'en comprendre Ia mesure; et toutes 
ces forces nouvelles, toutes ces techniques qui peuvent etre 
si destructives n'ont un sens que si elles ont comme depart 
et comme fin la dimension interieure de J'homme. 

Peguy voyait Ia necessite d'un ressourcement, d'un nou
veau depart dans l'ordre de Ia nature. Notre monde est un 
adolescent et I' enfant gate des techniques; il a un besoin con
stant d'etre guide, d'etre eduque, de se faire rappeler Ia 
verite, d'etre constamment detourne de la mauvaise frequen
tation des faux prophetes; ce qui ne veut pas dire que sa 
liberte doit etre brimee a l'instar des tenants du determinisme 
historique. 

Mais dans Ia Cite qui peut, qui doit jouer ce role de Men
tor, sinon Je politique d'abord et dans l'amenagement, l'archi
tecte de pair avec l'urbaniste, ce frere de Ia derniere heure? 

Comme autrefois Jes guildes et les corporations dans une 
societe en formation , de meme aujourd'hui Ies vieilles dis
ciplines voient leur importance grandir; et ces fractions 
parmi nous qui dans leur positivisme pratique et leur ma
terialisme sophistique se croient a l'avant-garde sont en 
realite depassees par la grandeur de la tache. Une architec
ture, un amenagement existentialiste n'est qu'un trou dans la 
trame de l'histoire. 

Conclusion 
Nous avons fait Je tour du monde ancien pour constater que 
l'homme d'alors vivait a l'interieur d'une nature qu' il huma
nisait et ceci sans conflit avec elle. 

L'evolution de !'esprit, lente, mais de plus en plus marquee 
selon Ia theorie de Teilhard de Chardin, a amene l'homme, 
gave de techniques qui n'ont pas en elle de mesure, a un 
desarroi au premier abord funeste pour sa personne, mais 
qui subordonne a sa personne peut se charger d'une richesse 
humaine inou"ie. 

Nous avons ev ite jusqu'ici le piege d'un jugement moral, 
nous contentant, nous esperons etre compris ainsi du moins, 
de constats objectifs et relativement faciles a observer. 

Nos conclusions se refusent aussi a moraliser ; mais elles 
semblent s'imposer a partir du texte et nous ne ferons que 
les expliciter. 
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S'il est vrai que Ies developpements techniques de notre 
temps doivent se revaloriser dans l'homme, plus avance 
certes, mais toujours Ia mesure de notre monde; s'il est 
necessaire que sa personne retrouve sa liberte pour participer 
a !'elaboration de Ia Cite sous peine de descendre au niveau 
du troupeau, du mercenaire; s'il est vrai que le droit de 
l'homme a etre lui-meme est tout ce quj le preserve de l'Etat 
qui voudrait imposer sa volonte irreductible; s'il est vrai que 
Ia valorisation de Ia personne humaine est possible dans un 
milieu a l'echelle de l'homme, si pour resumer, "!'homo 
technicus" est !'unite de base de Ia Cite nouvelle et !'agent 
de son amenagement, il faut conclure que le politique, l'ur
baniste, l'architecte agissent en son nom, par personne inter
posee dans Ia Cite. 

11 s'ensuit que le politique eclaire n'elaborera ses lois, son 
gouvernement qu'en autant que Jes techniques a sa disposi
tion tiendront compte de Ia personne humaine et permet
tront son developpement; c'est-a-dire que les communautes 
humaines existantes doivent etre respectees dans Ia Cite; bien 
plus, elles doivent etre reconstituees Ia ou le gigantisme 
urbain a ronge son tissu. 

Au niveau administratif, des cadres superieurs viendront 
oeuvrer Ia - mais seulement Ia, - ou Ia tikhe depasse Ia 
capacite de Ia communaute d'agir pour le bien commun; et 
un tribunal d'appel doit se tenir pret a juger si l'autodeter
mination de Ia communaute depasse les limites de sa Jiberte 
au detriment de !'ensemble. 

Or, dans cette societe aux multiples communautes federees 
et etagees pour sa gouverne en divers echelons concentriques 
dont le centre est encore et sera toujours l'homme, que doit 
apporter l'architecte? Nous nous poserons quelques ques
tions. 

Est-il possible que, comme nous soutenait un membre 
respectable de Ia profession, Je role de l'architecte n'ait pas 
a changer aujourd'hui puisqu'il lui suffit comme dans le 
passe, de repondre aux besoins de son temps? 

Nous serions portes a croire que notre temps, parce qu'il 
nous met en face de nouvelles realites, d'un nouvel espace, 
d'un homme nouveau, en somme, presente a l'architecte un 
probleme quelque peu different. 

Bien sOr que I'Architecte a traduit fidelement Ia Grece 
dans ses monuments, si bien qu'a ces monuments s'identifie 
Ia civilisation grecque. II en va de meme pour Ia cathedrale 
du moyen age et pour Jes palais de Ia Renaissance. 

Mais combien de temps prenait-on pour concevoir, edifier 
et finir ces edifices? Rappelons-nous que l'age moyen des 
hommes de Ia Renaissance n'etait que de 30 ans. Combien 
de generations soot passees dans Ia construction de Ia cathe
drale de Chartres - trois, quatre? 

On peut dire sans ambages qu'une civilisation se fas:on
nait autour et par ces monuments . Est-il necessaire de dire 
qu'il n'en va pas de meme aujourd'hui . Comment l'architecte 
- je ne parle pas de celui dont le role passif est de plaire au 
client inepte - comment l'architecte peut-il repondre aux 
besoins de son temps alors que ce dernier est en voie de 
formation , n'a pas meme pris conscience de lui-meme? Le 
role de l'Architecte ne serait-il pas plutot de preceder son 
temps et d'aider par sa vision a former la civilisation nais
sante? 

Son depart doit etre de Ia personne humaine, unite, indi
vidu, certes, mais aussi placee dans un contexte. La maison 
de l'homme, comme l'homme lui-meme doit avoir son inte-
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rieur, son arcane, son mystere. Mais Ia maison de l'homme, 
comme l'homme lui-meme se situe dans un groupe. II faut 
done que Ia maison de l'homme elle aussi fasse partie de la 
communaute. Nous vous demandons de repenser cette evi
dence a Ia lumiere des donnees precedentes. 

D'ailleurs comment expliquer le chaos que represente visu
ellement l'amenagement dans l'espace d'un plan cons;u avec 
les garanties d'un milieu convenable a la communaute 
humaine. 

Certes, nous n'ignorons pas que Ia construction domici
liaire n'est pas !'apanage des seuls architectes. Mais n'y aurait
il pas lieu d'etablir paralleJement a l'lnstitut professionnel, 
une societe telle que "!'Association Canadienne d'Urba
nisme" pour les urbanistes, veritable Mentor du citoyen per
du dans les techniques et dans les traquenards grandissants 
d'une urbanisation monstrueuse? 

D'autre part, nous admettons bien volontiers que l'archi
tecte res;oive des directives pour !'aider a imaginer "Ia maison 
du peuple de Dieu" selon les normes nouvelles de notre 
temps. Faudrait-il pour autant qu'une preoccupation profane 
le detache du "mystere" que doit exhaler un tel edifice? N'y 
a-t-il que le genie pour faire un Ronchamps? 

Et sur l'isolement des tours monumentales du coeur de Ia 
Cite, que! architecte jettera des ponts? 

Par ailleurs, le role de I' Architecte comme specialiste du 
Beau dans Ia Cite ne devrait-il pas recevoir l'appui massif de 
son groupe, au moins quand l'essentiel est en jeu? Nous pen
sons particulierement a l'appui que devraient recevoir cer
tains projets pour sauver Je Mont-Royal au niveau du visuel 
- "the eyeful" - et au niveau du refuge contre l'envahisse
ment technologique. 

Quant a Ia grande question posee par Ia densite future de 
Ia population, comment l'Architecte resoudra-t-il le prob
leme de Ia Cite verticale? Clapier ou communaute? Deja 
!'experience nous avertit que la personne humaine ne cedera 
jamais qu'une partie de sa liberte. 

Entin, le role de l'urbaniste, creature avec le travailleur 
social d'une Cite nouvelle, croise sans cesse le travail de l'Ar
chitecte et souvent s'y fond . Parce que venu plus tard, et par 
definition, il est plus conscient de Ia communaute. A l'urba
niste comme a l'Architecte, nous voudrions presenter le tra
vailleur social, celui qui oeuvre par necessite sur l'individu, 
le "un" de notre communaute. 

Source d'enrichissement, puisqu'il touche de si pres aux 
problemes humains qui soot les notres, il faut le rencontrer 
au niveau des grandes oeuvres sociales. Mais de plus en plus 
il est essentiel qu'il fasse partie de notre colloque. 

Nous pourrions terminer avec deux vers de Shakespeare: 
Now bless thyself; 
Thou meetest with things dying, I with things new-born. 

Nous preterons vous apporter le temoignage d'un grand 
savant, Oppenheimer: "La verite humaine n'appartient pas a 
Ia science, mais a Ia sagesse. L'humanite occidentale n'a plus 
aucune theorie sur le sens de Ia vie. Notre connaissance 
scientifique double tous les dix ans, mais notre ignorance 
philosophique s'accroit d'autant. Nous ne sommes plus cu
rieux de l'homme. La vie de !'esprit n'interesse plus que les 
esthetes. La vie de Ia science devient une fin. Notre civilisa
tion est monstrueuse, parce que nous ne savons pas ce que 
nous devons jaire de notre puissance; nous avons besoin de 
philosophie." " 
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Oeuvres d 'a r t 

ALLIED ARTS 

En haut: Quebec - Baptistere de Limoilou 
Saint-Charles-Arch. : A. Tremblay 
Sculpture par Rene Thibault 

Above: Quebec - Baptistery of Limoilou 
Saint-Charles-Arch.: A . Tremblay 
Sculpturist: Rene Thibault 

A gauche: "Femme d'une pomme"- H.5'4" 
Peinture murale de A. Pellan 
Toronto Art Gallery 

Left: "Femme d'une pomme"- H.5'4" 
Mural in Oil by A. Pellan 
Toronto Art Gallery 

SUR LA PAGE OPPOSEE ON FACING PAGE 

En haut a gauche: Murale de 0. Parent 
(peinte sur toile) a 
!'edifice de la Solidarite 

Above left: Mural by 0 . Parent 
in the Edifice de la S olidarite 
(oil on canvas) 

A gauche: Joliette- Christ-Roi 
Notre-Dame du Travai l, statue en 
bois (H.l' 7") par Sylvia Daoust 

Left: ]oliette- Christ-Roi 
Notre-Dame du Travail, statue in 
wood (H.1'7") by Sylvia Daoust 

En haur a droite: Outremont - Collection 
de Mme R. Boucher - Mad one et 
enfant en bois sculpte (H.l'S)/.4") 
par Sylvia Daoust 

Upper right: Outremont- Collection of 
Mme R. Boucher-Madona and 
child. Wood sculpture (H.l 'B¥4 ") 
by Sylvia Daoust 

En bas a droire: Bas-relief de J.-P. Lacroix, 
faculte de medecine, Univer-
site Laval. Arch.: L. Mainguy 

Lower right: Bas-relief by ].-P. Lacroix, 
Faculty of Medicine, Laval 
University. Arch.: L. Main guy 
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1961 Assembly Seminar 

"THE ARCHITECT AND THE BUILDING COMMUNITYn 

The four distinguished representatives of the construction industry 
who will participate in the seminar at Quebec in June have been 

invited to discuss their views on the subject in the four issues 
of the Journal preceeding the assembly. 

By M. F. Allan, OBE, B.ARCH, MRAIC, 
Marani, Morris & Allan , Toronto NO. 4 11THE ARCHITECT)S POINT OF VIEW )) 

THE 1961 ASSEMBLY THEME, "The Architect and the Build
ing Community", is a most appropriate one at the present 
time. Many more of us now recognize the increasing duties 
and responsibilities of the architect, not only as a key mem
ber of a building team but as a vital force in interpreting in 
his work the complex sociological aspects of our present 
day working and living habits. By this, I mean his integrity 
in artistic creation; his understanding of an interpretation 
of human needs and aspirations; and his sense of responsi
bility towards the other members of the building community. 
These are definite responsibilities and in order to discharge 
them in the best interests of all, the architect in his educa
tion must acquire more than a new learning of certain skills, 
a competency in technical qualifications and a fluency in 
design expression. Education is the sum total of one's ex
periences and studies and if these are limited, our profes
sional stature is also limited. 

In presenting the architect's point of view on this subject, 
l will mention briefly some of those issues or problems, 
common to the building community team, which can be 
solved by the co-ordinated efforts of all. Changing tech
niques, the use of new materials and forms of structure, 
the need for more definite cost control and the organization 
of the labor structure, have created new problems in addition 
to those ever-present difficulties in the industry. 
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First, the need for proper co-ordination of a project and 
then for the utmost in co-operative effort on the part of each 
participant. In the field in which we are mainly concerned, 
that of building structures, the architect, by virtue of his 
knowledge of client requirements and his training in plan
ning and design, is the logical project co-ordinator. I agree 
entirely, however, with the writer of a previous article in 
this series, that co-ordination cannot be achieved without 
the early appointment, and co-operation in planning, of com
petent structural and mechanical engineering consultants. 
This is essential in our present day complex buildings. Of 
course, the active co-operation of the general contractor and 
through him, the sub-contractors and suppliers, is absolutely 
necessary in order to achieve the best result , which the client 
has the right to expect. 

Secondly, the relationship between the Architect and the 
Contractor, which can vitally affect the success of a project. 
I agree with the late Mr Brunet in his January contribution, 
where he points out the responsibility of the architect to 
interpret the contract fairly and impartially in respect to the 
contractor's interest, as well as adequately protecting the 
client's interest. By the same token , the contractor must 
extend his fullest co-operation in all phases of the work. 

Third, the formation and active operation of joint com
mittees between various components of the building com
munity, have done much to eliminate misunderstandings 
and to achieve co-operation. To name a few, I mention the 
joint meetings of the RAIC Legal Documents Committee 
and CCA Standard Practices Committee; the RAIC - CCA 
Joint Committee on Building Materials; and the Joint Archi
tect-Engineer Committee. Others exist or are being formed 
in the various provincial associations, with outstanding re
sults. At such meetings, many difficult issues are being dis
cussed in detail, such as release of holdback, elimination of 
"cheap bidders", completion of contract and other conten
tious problems. 

Fourth, the matter of building materials suitable to the 
needs of the job is often a vexing one to the architect. 
Research is now carried on in connection with materials as 
made, but it appears to me that some better liaison might be 
brought about between architects and manufacturers for 
the development of new or different forms which might be 
useful or appropriate to new techniques . It must be remem
bered, however, that any material developed must be econo
mical for the purpose proposed and this undoubtedly poses 
a problem for the manufacturer or supplier. 

Fifth, the "Package Deal" has been a subject of con
tinuous debate of late in the industry. I note the remarks of 
a contractor in this series and concur in his opinion. I think 
it would be hard to refute the fact that better trained and 
more competent architects and engineers are in private prac
tice than are in package dealer's employ. In addition 
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several of the larger AlA offices have added to their staff 
or trained a present partner in the economics, financial and 
cost practices, so as to give prospective clients all required 
information. 

Finally, it might appear from the above that no thought 
has been given to that most important member of the build
ing community, the client. One of the architect's chief 

LE THEME DE L'ASSEMBLEE pour 1961, "L'architecte et Ia 
communaute du batiment", est l'un des plus appropries a 
l'heure actuelle. Parmi nous, nombreux sont ceux qui recon
naissent maintenant les taches croissantes et les responsa
bilites de l'architecte, non seulement comme membre-clef de 
l'equipe de construction mais aussi comme force vitale, en 
interpretant dans son activite les aspects sociologiques com
plexes du travail et de Ia vie a l'heure actuelle. Par ceci , j'en
tends son integrite dans Ia creation artistique, sa compn!
hension de !'interpretation des besoins humains et de ses aspi
rations, ainsi que son sens des responsabilites a l'egard des 
autres membres de Ia communaute du batiment. Ces respon
sabilites sont bien definies et, dans le but de s'en acquitter 
dans !'interet de tous, l'architecte se doit d'acquerir au cours 
de son education, en plus de Ia connaissance nouvelle de cer
tains metiers, Ia competence dans ses qualifications tech
niques et Ia facilite dans ]'expression des plans d'execution. 
L'education est Ia somme totale des experiences et connais
sances de chacun et, si celles-ci sont limitees, notre stature 
professionnelle s'en trouvera pareillement limitee. 

En presentant le point de vue de l'architecte sur ce sujet, 
je mentionnerai brievement quelques-uns des sujets offrant 
des difficultes ou pretant a conflit, communs a toute 
l'equipe de Ia communaute du batiment, qui peuvent etre 
resolus par la coordination des efforts de tous. Les techniques 
en cours de modification, ]'utilisation de nouveaux materiaux 
et de nouveaux genres d'ossature, la necessite d'operer un 
contr61e plus exact sur le coOt de la construction et !'organi
sation de Ia main-d'oeuvre constituent des problemes nou
veaux, venant en surcrolt des difficultes constamment inhe
rentes a l'industrie elle-meme. 

En premier lieu, il est indispensable d'etablir une coordi
nation satisfaisante pour l'accomplissement du projet; en
suite, il faut obtenir un rendement maximum grace aux ef
forts cooperatifs de chaque participant. Dans notre champ 
d'action , celui de Ia construction, l'architecte, en vertu de sa 
connaissance des besoins du client et son experience de 
J'amenagement et !'execution des devis, est le coordinateur 
tout indique du projet. Toutefois, je suis parfaitement d'ac
cord avec !'auteur d'un article precedent de cette serie quand 
il indique que Ia coordination ne peut etre realisee sans Ia 
nomination des le debut et Ia collaboration dans l'amenage
ment d'ingenieurs-conseils competents en matiere de struc
ture et de mecanique. Ceci est essentiel dans les construc
tions complexes d'aujourd'hui. N aturellement, Ia coopera
tion active de !'entrepreneur general et, par ce dernier, de 
sous-contractants et fournisseurs, est absolument necessaire 
pour atteindre le meilleur resultat, sur lequel le client est en 
droit de compter. 

Deuxiemement, Ia nature des relations entre l'architecte 
et !'entrepreneur general, celles-ci pouvant affecter les suc
ces du pro jet de fa~on vitale. Je suis d'accord avec M. Brunet 
lorsque, dans sa contribution a Ia presente serie peu avant 
sa mort, il faisait ressortir Ia responsabilite de l'architecte 
dans !'interpretation honnete et impartiale du contrat envers 
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responsibilities is to so integrate the client into the co
operative team that friction and difficulties are reduced to a 
minimum. 

We are informed that construction, with all it's branches, 
is now the country's largest industry and employer. Surely, 
it behooves all the members of the building community to 
put forth their best effort to further the common good. 

!'entrepreneur, tout en sauvegardant les interets du client. 
En echange, !'entrepreneur doit etendre son entiere col
laboration a toutes les phases du travail. 

Troisiemement, Ia formation et le fonctionnement actif 
de comites mixtes entre les composants varies de la com
munaute du batiment ont fait beaucoup pour faire dispa
raltre les malentendus et realiser Ia cooperation . Pour en 
citer quelques-uns, je mentionnerai les reunions mixtes du 
Comite des Documents Legaux de l'IRAC et du Comite de 
Standardisation du CCA sur les materiaux de construction; 
le Comite mixte des Architectes et Ingenieurs. D'autres exis
tent ou soot en cours de formation dans le sein des diverses 
associations provinciales, avec des resultats remarquables. 
A ces reunions, de nombreuses difficultes ont ete examinees 
en detail , telles que Ia liberation des fonds de retention, la 
suppression des "cheap bidders" (soumissions au rabais), 
!'application des contrats et certains autres problemes liti
gieux. 

Quatriemement, la question de materiaux de construction 
conformes aux besoins du projet est souvent decevante pour 
I'architecte. Des recherches soot maintenant en cours en ce 
qui concerne les materiaux tels qu'ils existent, mais il me 
semble qu'il serait possible d'obtenir une liaison plus etroite 
entre architectes et fabricants en faveur du developpe
ment de materiaux d'un genre nouveau ou different, qui 
pourraient etre utiles et mieux appropries aux techniques 
nouvelles. Toutefois, on se rappellera que tout materiau 
ainsi developpe doit etre economique par rapport au but pro
pose et, sans aucun doute, ceci pose un probleme pour le 
fabricant ou le fournisseur . 

Cinquiemement, Je "Package Deal" (le "tout compris") 
a fait !'objet, ces derniers temps, de debats continuels dans 
J'industrie. A cet egard, j'ai note les remarques d'un entrepre
neur general dans Ia presente serie et me rallie a son opinion . 
Je pense qu'il serait difficile de refuter le fait que les archi
tectes et ingenieurs ex peri mentes et competents exercent plus 
souvent a titre prive que dans J'emploi de firmes operant glo
balement. En outre, certains bureaux importants membres 
de l'AIA ont ajoute a leur personnel, ou forme un de leurs 
associes, dans le domaine economique, financier et celui des 
prix de revient, afin d'etre a meme de fournir aux clients in
teresses tous renseignements utiles. 

En dernier lieu, il apparait de ce qui precede qu'on n'a 
pas songe au membre Je plus important de la communaute 
du batiment, le client. Une des principales responsabilites de 
l'architecte est !'integration de son client dans l'equipe 
cooperant a Ia construction, de telle maniere que toute fric
tion ou difficultes puissent se trouver reduites au minimum. 

On nous informe que l'industrie du batiment, avec toutes 
ses ramifications, est aujourd'hui Ia premiere industrie du 
pays et celle qui offre le plus grand nombre d'emplois. II va 
sans dire qu'il est necessaire que tous les membres de Ia 
communaute du batiment mettent a pied d'oeuvre tous leurs 
efforts dans !'interet du bien commun. 
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Chalet des Employes Civils_~ Grand Allee_~ Quebec 

ARCHITECTE 
ARCHITECT 

Andre Robitaille, Q#ebec 

ARCHITECTES 
COLLABORATEURS 

ASSOCIATE ARCHITECTS 

Jean Dery & Lo#is Bea#pre 

INGENIEUR - CONSEIL 
CONSULTANT ENGINEER 

Rene Robitaille 

CHAUFFAGE ET MECANIQUE 
HEATING & MECHANICAL 
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Andre Gilbert, lng.-P 

ENTREPRENEUR GENERAL 
GENERAL CONTRACTOR 

Les Entreprises Bergeville Limitee 

CHALET FOR QUEBEC CIVIL SERVANTS 
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Above: Ballroom and bar 

En haut a gauche: Elevation sud-ouest 

Upper left : South- West Elevation 

Facing the buildings of the provincial Government and 
backing against the ancient fortifications of the city, the 
Chalet is located on the Grande Allee, near the Porte 
Saint-Louis. It is, therefore, one of the most beautiful 
locations in Quebec. 

It was essential that the design permit flexibility of 
mood and yet be discreetly integrated with the existing 
architectural elements. It was necessary also to follow a 
precise program within a limited budget. 

The Chalet des Employes Civils is a private recreation 
centre, providing the following services: tennis courts, 
dining-room, ball-room/reception room, and offices for 
the Association. The principal function, and raison d'etre 
of the organization, is tennis. The building was planned 
around this activity and the courts can be seen from each 
of the public rooms . 

The frame of the Chalet is of laminated wood beams, 
which allowed a more rapid construction. The interior is 
of varnished wood, only the carpentry being painted. 
Careful consideration was given to the lighting of the 
main hall to provide a system capable of harmonizing 
with the various club activities . To create a more intimate 
atmosphere, frescoes will be introduced when completed; 
they will point the "theme" and make the atmosphere, 
characteristic of the old capital. 

For the exterior, the structure remains apparent and, 
at the request of the federal authorities, masonry walls 
with pointing similar to that of an old section of the forti
fications , have been added. 
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Ci-dessus: Salle de danse et bar 

Faisant face aux edifices du Gouvernement provincial, 
ados see aux anciennes fortifications de Ia ville, cette cons
truction est situee sur la Grande Allee, a proximite de la 
porte St-Louis. C'est done l'un des plus beaux sites de la 
ville de Quebec. 

Il fallait construire a cet endroit un edifice plutot tem
poraire, etre discret, s'integrer au paysage, aux elements 
architecturaux environnants ; nous devions aussi re
pondre a un programme precis et pratique avec un budget 
limite. 

Le Chalet des Employes Civils est en fait un centre 
recreatif prive, comportant les services suivants: les ten
nis , une salle a manger, une salle de danse (de reception) , 
des bureaux pour !'Association. L'element principal et 
Ia raison d'etre de !'organisation, c'est le tennis. L'edifice 
est pense pour ce sport et de toutes les pieces publiques 
du club, l'on peut apercevoir les terrains. La galerie a 
ce titre joue un role considerable. 

La charpente du Chalet est en bois lamelle, ce qui a 
facilite la rapidite de la construction.; tout l'interieur est 
en bois verni et seule la menuiserie est peinte en blanc. 
L'eclairage de la grande salle joue un role important. 
Cependant, pour creer une atmosphere plus intime, il 
manque !'apport de fresques qui ne sont pas encore exe
cutees; celles-ci creeront le "theme" et rendront cet edi
fice plus typique de Ja vieille capitale. 

A l'exterieur, la structure demeure apparente et nous 
avons ajoute, a la demande des autorites federales, des 
murs de ma<;onnerie dont le jointement est copie sur 
ceux d'une section ancienne des vieilles fortifications. 
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A gauche: La galerie, au fond, Ia porte St-Louis 
et un aspect des fortifications 

Left: The balcony. In the background, the gate of 
St-Louis and a view of the fortifications 

PLAN DU REI-DE-CHAUSSEE 

1 Depot de Ia cuisine 

2 Entree de service 

3 Atelier 

4 Depot de boissons 

5 Chaufferie 

6 Toilette des hommes 

7 Toilette des dames 

8 Club 

9 Bar 

10 Cuisine 

11 Toilette des hommes 

12 Toilette des dames 

13 Vestiaire 

14 Salle a diner 

15 Salon 

16 Hall 

17 Escalier 

18 Escalier exterieur 

PLAN DE L'ET AGE 

1 Douches 

2 Toilette des dames 

3 Douches 

4 Toilette des hommes 

5 Vestiaire des dames 

6 Partie haute du club 

7 Vestiaire des hommes 

8 Mezzanine 

9 Salle privee 

10 Hall 

11 Bureau - gerant du tennis 

12 Escalier 

13 Bureau- Gerant du club 

14 Bureau du tresorier 

15 Bureau du secretaire 

16 Bureau -comites 

17 Acces exterieur a l'etage 

18 Galerie 
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11LES PREVOYANTS" 
INSURANCE COMPANY BUILDING, 

QUEBEC 

Les Prevoyants 

du Canada 

ARCHITECTE 
ARCHITECT 

Lttcien Maingtty, Qttebec 

OEUVRES D'ART 
ALLIED ARTS 

PatJ-l Lacroix 

INGENIEURS- CONSEILS 
CONSULTING ENGINEERS 

Dttfresne & Mainguy, 
Oscar Dorval 
Gilles Sarault 

ENTREPRENEUR GENERAL 
GENERAL CONTRACTOR 

C. ] obin Limitee. 

Ci-dessus: Bassin devant I' edifice avec abstraction en bronze 

Above: Pool and large sculpture in front of the main facade 



A droite : L'entree principale 
vue de l'interieur 

Right : Main entrance, 
view of th e interior 

A travers des besoins particuliers 
qui, de prime abord, pouvaient sem
bler uniquement pratiques et utili
taires, le Siege Social des Prevoyants 
du Canada apparait comme une oeu
vre ou la forme et la matiere se soot 
conjuguees d'une fa<;:on harmonieuse 
et agreable. 

L 'aspect exterieur de cet edifice 
est une expression saine d'architec
ture contemporaine dont les lignes 
sont determinees par des necessites 
fonctionnelles ou les elements estbe
tiques font partie integrale de la con
struction. 

La fa<;:ade au rythme calme, avec 
son entree principale soulignee par I a 
richesse d'une grille en fer forge, ses 
piliers en granit noir, ses ca lcaires 
aux tons discrets et ses verres teintes , 
se reflete dans un miroir d'eau oi:1 
s'eleve une abstraction de bronze 
dore, oeuvre de Paul Lacroix . Dans 
cette sculpture, aucun sujet, aucune 
figuration ne viennent troubler l'epa
nouissement de Ia forme pure; c'est 
un jeu de volumes, de !ignes, de plans 
sciemment assembles pour produire 
un efiet plastique qui se definit lui
meme, traitant la matiere de bronze 
avec une elegance qu 'on ignore gene
ralement. Cette oeuvre, sans aucune 
pretention figurative , nous charme 
par sa vigueur et sa fantaisie. 

Meme a l'interieur, il est agreable 
de noter que Ia contribution des arts 
plastiques n'a pas fait defaut. Dans le 
hall d'entree l'on trouve une murale, 
aussi de Paul Lacroix, qui raconte 
mervei lleusement une aventure en
tierement situee sur le plan de la 
plastique. Dans cette grande pein
ture, deux couples nous accueillent 
au milieu d'un monde de feuillages et 
d'oiseaux. 

Le but propose de Ia decoration, 
de Roger Dussault et Irene Auger, 
etait un ensemble s'alliant a !'archi
tecture. Les couleurs or et cuivre em
pl oyees a l'exterieur de Ia batisse se 
retrouvent a l'interieur et y donnent 
un aspect chaud et accueillant. 
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A dro ite : Sculpture de Jean-Paul 
Lacroix 

Right: 

Through particular requirements 
which, at first sight, would seem 
uniquely practical and utilitarian, the 
head office of the Prevoyants du 
Canada appears as a work where 
shape and materials have been har
moniously and agreeably conjugated. 

The exterior appearance of this 
edifice is a healthy expression of 
modern architecture, whose lines 
have been determined by functional 
necessities, in which the esthetic ele
ments constitute an integra l part of 
the construction. 

The fa<;ade in its calm rhythm , 
with its main entrance enhanced by 
the richness of a wrought iron gate, 
black granite pillars, discreetly tinted 
limestones and coloured glasses, is re
flected in a mirror of water where a 
gilded bronze abstract by Paul La
croix has been erected. In this sculp
ture, no subject, no figuration enters 
to perturb the evolvement of pure 
form; it is a play of volumes, lines 
and planes knowingly assembled to 
produce a plastic art effect which de
fines itself, treating the bronze mat
ter with an elegance which is too 
often ignored. This work, without 
any figurative pretention , brings 
charm through its vigor and its 
fantasy. 

Even inside, it is agreeable to note 
that the contribution of the plastic 
arts is not absent. In the entrance hall 
is a mural (also by Paul Lacroix) , 
which relates well an adventure en
tirely situated on the plane of plastic 
arts. In this large painting, two 
couples welcome us amidst a world 
of foliage and birds. 

T he aim of the decoration , by 
Roger Dussault and [rene Auger, 
was the setting of a whole, perfectly 
allied with the architecture. The 
colours, gold and copper, used for 
the exterior of the construction , have 
been repeated in the interiors, pro
viding a warm and hospitable atmos
phere. 

A droite : Sa lle du 
Conse il d 'administratio n 

Right : Board Room 
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Immeuble La Fayette 
Blvd CharestJ 
Quebec 

LA FAYETTE BUILDING, 
QUEBEC 

Illustrations do·nnees par Architeclttre-Bdtimen.t-Const·rttction 

ARCHITECTE: / l d , R b .t ·u Q , b ARCHITECTES COLLABORATEURS: j ean D ery & Louis B eatJ-pre 
ARCHITECT : n !'e 0 t at e, tte ec , ASSOCIATE AR CHITECTS : 

Ci-dessous: Entree principale Below: Main Entrance 
CERAMISTE 

CERAMIST 

PatJl Lacroix 

INGENIEUR- CONSEIL 
STRUCTURAL CONSULTANT 

R ene Robitaille, Eng, P, 

CLIMATISATION ET MECANIQUE 
AIR CONDITIONING AND 
MECHANICAL ENGINEERS 
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Maurice PaqtJ-et & Raymond Bedm'd 

ENTREPRENEUR GENERAL 
GENERAL CONTRACTOR 

Komo Con.rtmction 
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1 Escalier et entrees de service 

2 Depot vidanges 

3 Monte-plats 

4 Acces a ux depots du so us-sol 

5 Cuisine 
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~b ~~~I[] oo 6 Ascenseurs 

7 Degagement 

000 uo 00 
00 00 
~ oo 

8 Gaine principale 

9 Entree & escalier du club 

10 Vestibule (e ntres des bureaux) 

11 Casse-croute 000 
~00 

12 Patisserie 

13 Acces aux toilettes 

14 Vestiaire 

0000 
0000 

18 

OOAOO oov 
15 Vestibule (entree du restaurant) 

16 Acces aux toilettes 
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17 Bar & acces au depot de boisson 

18 Restaurant 
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REZ DE CHAUSSEE 

• 

19 Acces a Ia chaufferie 

1 Escalier de service 
2 Desserte 

3 Maquillage hommes 

4 loge 

5 Maquillage femmes 

6 Bureau du gerant 

7 Depot 

8 Bar 

9 Toilette des hommes 

10 Climatisation 

11 Toilette des dames 

12 Corridor 

13 Controles eclairage 

14 Depot 

<><> • <) • • <><> • () 15 Musiciens 

16 Monte-plats 

17 Entretien 

<) 
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<> o <> <> <> o·· o o <> <> <> 
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18 Ascenseurs 

19 Degagement 

20 Gaine principale 

21 Escalier principal 

22 Vestiaire 
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____ _j 

PREMIER ET AGE 

Cet edifice est construit dans le centre commercial de 
Quebec, a proximite de quatre grands magasins, sur un 
terrain de 121' x 54', done tres peu profond. 

Le rez-de-chaussee est occupe par un grand restaurant 
et un casse-croute; ces deux salles et le club de nuit (salle 
de reception) situe au premier etage, sont desservies par 
une cuisine dont les services secondaires soot au sous-sol: 
preparation des legumes et viandes, patisserie, entre
posage et buanderie. Au sous-sol, se trouvent aussi la 
chaufferie et les toilettes desservant le rez-de-chaussee. 
Tous Ies autres etages sont destines a etre occupes par des 
bureaux. 

Les fonctions diverses sont bien individualisees et des 
entrees separees conduisent directement soit aux bu
reaux, au club, au restaurant ou au casse-croute. Le mo
dule de !'edifice est determine par les exigences de bu
reaux pratiques. 
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23 Controle 

24 Scene 

25 Parquet de dense 

26 Club 

This building has been erected in the commercial 
centre of Quebec, close to four department stores, on a 
lot of 121' width, but with as little as 54' depth. 

The main floor is occupied by a large restaurant and 
a buffet, both rooms and the night club (reception room), 
which is located on the first floor, are served by a kitchen 
of which the secondary services are located in the base
ment: preparation of vegetables and meats, pastry
making, warehouse and wash-house. The boiler rooms 
and rest rooms for the ground floor are also located in 
the basement. All other floors will be occupied by offices. 

The various functions are well individualized and 
separate entrances lead directly either to the offices, the 
club, the restaurant or the buffet. The planning module 
was determined to provide the most flexible arrangement 
for the various types of offices to be accommodated. 
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Sur un terrain limite et dispen
dieux, il s'agissait d'utiliser au maxi
mum les surfaces de plancher possi
bles, d'eriger un edifice economique, 
de construction simple et d'execution 
rapide. 

Dans un quartier en somme assez 
triste et pauvre de couleurs, a cause 
des materiaux employes jusqu'a ce 
jour, il fallait concevoir une oeuvre 
gaie, d'esprit contemporain . Nous 
avons voulu donner une atmosphere 
nouvelle a ce quartier commercial 
qui doit par necessite se renouveler 
constamment pour demeurer ren
table. 

Nous avons opte pour les techni
ques les plus nouvelles: mur-ecran in
tegral aux deux fa<;ades , beton ap
parent aux murs mitoyens, cerami
que exterieure, chauffage a air chaud 
avec climatisation. Une grande par
tie des travaux ont ete realistes en 
hiver, en particulier l'erection du 
mur-ecran. 

Au restaurant, au casse-croute et 
au club, nous avons recherche un de
cor moderne que nous avons voulu 
riche de couleur mais classique. Les 
fresques et les autres elements plas
tiques ont aide a determiner }'atmo
sphere generale de ces salles. 

MARC EL.. CORB OU T 
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Ci-dessus: Le bar tres elegant possede 
un element decoratif en beton 

A ho ve: Th e bar show in!{ th e decorative 
concrete element 

Ci-dessous: Aspect de Ia salle de 
restaurant 

Belo w: A view of th e restaurant 

On a such limited but costly site, 
it was necessary to design an econ
omic building, taking the maximum 
advantage of the area available as 
well as embodying a method of con
struction ensuring rapid completion. 

Jn this district, which, by the very 
age and nature of the materials used, 
has a lack of vitality and colour, the 
contemporary spirit together with 
lively and attractive materials were 
considered essential requirements 
during the concept of the building. 
Our aim was to give a new atmos
phere to this commercial centre, as 
it must, necessarily, constantly renew 
itself in order to maintain its renting 
value. 

We have chosen the latest tech
niques: integral curtain-wall for the 
fa<;ades, exposed concrete for the 
party-walls, exterior ceramics, and 
hot air heating with air-conditioning. 
Work was commenced at a time that 
left part of the programme to be com
pleted during the winter months, this 
included the erection of the whole of 
the curtain walling . 

For the restaurant, the buffet and 
the club, we have aimed at a modern 
decor, and have used a rich but 
classical theme. The frescoes and 
other plastic elements have helped in 
creating the general atmosphere of 
these rooms . 
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L~edifice ''La Solidariten 

uLA SOLIDARIT£1J INSURANCE COMPANY BUILDING} QUEBEC 

MAITRE VERRIER 
GLASS SCULPTURE 

Max l ngrand 

INGENIEURS- CONSEILS 
CONSULTING ENGINEERS 

Maurice Roy ( Strttct. ) 
Gilles Sara11Jt ( M ec,) ARCHITECTES 

ARCHITECTS 

OEUVRES D'ART 
ALLIED ARTS 

R obert Blatte·r & Femand Caron 
ENTREPRENEUR GENERAL 

GEN ERAL CON TRACTOR 

Korno Constn tction 0. Pm'ent & M. Gagnon 

lll1utrations donnees par Arcbitectltre-BJti,ment-Collstrltclio n 

La vieille capitale etant avant tout une ville adminis
trative, il est normal d'y trouver, en plus des edifices gou
vernementaux, les sieges sociaux de plusieurs compagnies 
d'assurance. Plusieurs de celles-ci, dont la Compagnie 
"La Solidarite", ont recemment resolu leur probleme 
d'expansion par la construction de nouveaux edifices 
modernes dans un quartier residentiel le long d'une 
grande voie de circulation ou les acces sont rendus plus 
faciles. 

C'est sur le chemin St-Louis, face a !'avenue Belve
dere, que s'erige le nouveau siege social de Ia compagnie 
"La Solidarite". Construit en majeure partie de granit 
rose, !'edifice est rehausse en fa<;ade principale par une 
colonnade disposee devant un mur ecran au pied duquel 
on retrouve une magnifique piece d'eau , agrementee 
d'une fontaine lumineuse composee de dalles de verre 
brut de 1 V2 " d'epaisseur executee par le maitre verrier 
Max lngrand. 

Une denivellation de 9' qu'on retrouve sur le terrain a 
permis aux architectes d'amenager les entrees a des 
etages differents . Au rez-de-chaussee, on retrouve les 
bureaux administratifs de la Compagnie, le hall d'hon
neur, le bureau du president, Ia salle de conseil. Omer 
Parent et Marcel Gagnon ont prete ici leur concours pour 
rehausser le bureau du president et Ia salle de conseil par 
de magnifiques fresques. D'autre part, c'est dans le hall 
d'honneur qu'est suspendue sur un mur de granit rose, 
une interessante sculpture coulee en aluminium, oeuvre 
de Raoul Hunter. Les locaux du premier etage sont re
partis entre differents locataires . 

La construction de !'edifice est realisee au moyen d'une 
ossature d'acier avec poutrelles, de 48 pieds de portee, 
sans colonnes; le tout reposant sur des fondations de 
beton arme, coulees sur le roc. Le remplissage de l'ossa
ture est constitue de granit rose de Mont-Laurier ou d'un 
mur ecran compose de thermo-vitre et d'alleges en beton 
Ieger. Les ouvertures sont equipees de chassis en profile 
d'aluminium. 
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The old Capital being first of all an administrative city, 
it is natural to find, besides governmental buildings, the 
head offices of several insurance companies. A number 
of them, including "La Solidarite" Insurance Company, 
have recently solved their expansion problems by con
structing new buildings in a residential district serviced 
by a main thoroughfare providing ease of access. 

It is on Chemin Saint-Louis, facing Avenue Belvedere, 
that the new head office of "La Solidarite" Insurance 
Company has been erected. Built for the most part in 
pink granite, the building is enhanced on its main fa<;ade 
by a colonnade fronting curtain walling, at the foot of 
which is a magnificent pool, ornamented with a luminous 
fountain made from rough glass blocks 1 Y2" thick by 
the glass sculpturist Max Ingrand. 

A grade of 9' has allowed the architects to set up 
separate entrances for the different floors. On the main 
floor are the administrative offices of the company, the 
Hall of Honour, the office of the president and the board 
room. Omer Parent and Marcel Gagnon have given their 
assistance with magnificent frescoes in the president's 
office and the board room. On the pink granite wall in 
the Hall of Honour is an interesting cast aluminium 
sculpture by Raoul Hunter. 

The second floor rooms are divided between various 
tenants . 

The building is a steel structure with small beams 
spanning 48 ft, the usable floor space being left free 
of columns, the whole resting on reinforced concrete 
foundations cast on bed rock. The infilling of the steel 
frame is in pink granite from Mount-Laurier and curtain 
walling consisting of thermo-glass and light concrete 
mullions . The openings are equiped with sashes of pro
filed aluminium. 
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ST UDIO ALAIN 

L~ecole Secondaire Marie de z~Incarnation a Quebec 

HIGH SCHOOL, MARIE DE L'INCARNATION, QUEBEC 
lllzutrations donnees par Architecttwe·B(Itiment·C Muwuction 

Pour honorer la memoire d'une religieuse qui, venue 
de France, fut l'une des premieres educatrices au Canada, 
l'ecole secondaire pour jeunes filles de Limoilou porte 
pieusement son nom. Ainsi l'ecole Marie de l'Incarna
tion temoigne de la permanence de cette grande oeuvre 
d'education entreprise en 1639 et plus de 600 eleves y 
re9oivent des cours. 

Cet important batiment, fonctionnel avant tout, re
pond a un besoin imperieux dans ce quartier etendu. I1 a 
ete construit sur un terrain forme de glaise, qui n'offrait 
d'autre possibilite que de construire les fondations et l'os
sature d'acier sur des pieux de beton arme. Une qualite 
dominante est l'ampleur donnee aux espaces de circula
tion; une autre qualite est la separation de chaque ele
ment dans une aile particuliere. 

Les materiaux soot ceux que l'on rencontre dans ce 
genre d'edifice: la pierre et la brique pour les murs exte
rieurs avec cloisons interieures en blocs de terra cotta. Les 
plafonds soot pares de tuile acoustique et les planchers 
de linoleum; les endroits les plus frequentes sont en tuile 
ceramique ou en terrazzo. Lemur exterieur de l'oratoire 
est perce de petits lanterneaux colores. Dans les salles 
d'etudes, le classique tableau noir est remplace par un 
tableau vert, qui se lit mieux et est mains austere. 
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In memory of a nun who, after landing from France, 
became one of the first educators in Canada, the Limoi
lou High School for Girls honors her name. Thus the 
School Marie de l'Incarnation, where over 600 students 
are receiving tuition, stands as witness to the permanency 
of this great task in education which was started in 1639. 

This important building, functional above all, answers 
an imperious need in this expanding district. It has been 
constructed on a lot, the sub-grade of which being clay, 
offered no other possibility than to erect the foundations 
and steel frame on reinforced concrete piles. A dominant 
feature is the ampleness given to circulation areas ; ano
ther quality is the delineation of each element in separate 
wings. 

The materials are those commonly used in this type 
of building: stone and brick for the exterior walls, with 
inside partitions in blocks of terra cotta. The ceilings are 
provided with acoustic tiles and the floors are covered 
with linoleum except for passage ways which are in cera
mic tiles or terrazzo. The exterior wall of the oratory is 
pierced with small coloured lenses. In the study rooms, 
the classic blackboard has been replaced with a green 
chalkboard, which looks less austere and can be read 
more easily. 
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A gauche: L'oratoire 

Left: The Chapel 

Ci-dessous: Un aspect du gymnase 

Below: A view of the gymnasium 
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1 Solie des Freres 
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10 lnstituteurs 
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12 Depot jeux 
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15 Potineurs 
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FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S DESK 

Nous APPRENONS du syndicat des employes de chemins 
de fer que la date-limite pour le reglement des demandes 
de salaires a ete fixee au 16 mai . Par une etrange coinci
dence, notre assemblee annuelle s'ouvrira a Quebec le 
lendemain, le 17. 11 est bien possible que Ia menace de 
greve soit dissipee lorsque vous parviendra le present 
numero du Journal mais, si le differend subsiste encore 
vers Ia fin d'avril, veuillez organiser votre transport en 
consequence. 

Ala mi-mai, ce sera la periode des tulipes a Ottawa et 
Ia ville des detenteurs de Ia Coupe Grey meritera sure
ment une visite de Ia part des architectes de l'Ouest, mais 
du 17 au 20 c'est vers Je centre du Canada fran<;ais que 
devront se diriger les membres de Ia profession. 

Le programme se rapprochera beaucoup de celui de 
l'an dernier a Winnipeg mais il sera moins charge. II y 
manquera evidemment Je sentiment de fierte que nous 
avons eprouve en juin dernier lorsque nous avons pre
sente le rapport du Comite d'enquete sur les conditions 
de ]'habitation . Comme theme general, "La responsabilite 
professionnelle" a fait place a "L'architecte et Ia com
munaute deJa construction" . 

La seance d'ouverture, le matin du jeudi 18 mai, au 
Chateau Frontenac, en presence de tous Jes presidents 
provinciaux, du premier ministre deJa province, M. Jean 
Lesage, et de Son Honneur le maire de Quebec, sera 
suivie d' un dejeuner au cours duquel M . Philip Will , 
president de I' American Institute of Architects , develop
pera le theme de l'assemblee. Les dames sont cordiale
ment invitees. La journee de vendredi sera marquee par 
un seminaire sur "la communaute de Ia construction" ou 
des orateurs exposeront les points de vue de ]'entrepre
neur, du fabricant, de l' ingenieur-conseil, de l'amenageur 
et de l'architecte. Ne manquez pas de venir faire valoir 
vos propres theories . 

Notez bien aussi, que vous soyez de langue fran<;aise 
ou de langue anglaise, vous trouverez ] 50 appareils a 
transistrons, de petit format que vous pourrez glisser dans 
votre poche de chemise et qui vous permettront de suivre 
par traduction simultanee toutes les deliberations. 

M. Edouard Fiset presentera un travail special sur les 
traditions architecturales et historiques du Vieux Quebec 
et tous les delegues sont invites a s'inscrire pour Ia tour
nee de I' Ancien et du Nouveau Quebec qui aura lieu 
vendredi apres-midi. Vendredi soir, Je 19, des danceurs 
du terroir sauront vous am user et vous detendre par leurs 
danses de folklore au lac Beauport, a dix milles au nord 
de Quebec. 

A pres l'assemblee speciale du College des agreges, qui 
sera marquee par !'admission de 16 nouveaux membres, 
aura lieu Je diner annuel auquel l'orateur invite sera M . 
I.-Alphonse Ouimet, president et directeur general de Ia 
Societe Radio-Canada. 

Diverses resolutions de grande portee pour l'avenir de 
notre profession seront presentees au cours de l'assem
blee, Ia derniere dans Ia province de Quebec d'ici 1965 . 
Ainsi done, que chacun s'efforce de se rendre a Quebec 
cette annee. 
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WE HAVE BEEN WARNED by the Canadian railway unions 
that their deadline for a wage settlement this Spring bas 
been set for May 16. Curiously enough, the RAIC As
sembly this year opens at Quebec on May 17. The threat 
of nation-wide railway shut-down may be removed by 
the time this issue reaches you , but if the strike remains 
unsettled by late April, please make your Quebec As
sembly travel plans accordingly . 

By mid-May the City of Ottawa will be dressed in 
tulips, and while the home of the Grey Cup footba11 
champions merits a visit from Western Canadian archi
tects, the heart of French Canada must hold the archi
tectural stage for the four days from May 17 to 20. 

The program format will be similar in many respects 
to the 1960 meeting at Winnipeg, but will be less hurried . 
Missing will be the special sense of pride that came from 
releasing last June the Report of the Committee of In
quiry into the Design of the Residential Environment. 
The Assembly theme has swung from "Professional Re
sponsibility" to "The Architect and the Building Com
munity" . 

An inaugural session at the Chateau Frontenac on 
Thursday morning May 18, with all Provincial Presidents 
present, as well as Quebec Premier Jean Lesage and His 
Worship the Mayor, will be followed by Philip Will, the 
President of the American Institute of Architects, in a 
keynote luncheon address . The ladies are urged to attend. 
The 54th Annual meeting will be held Thursday after
noon and resumed Saturday morning. The Friday feature 
will be a "Building Community" seminar bringing to one 
panel the diverse opinions of a contractor, a manufac
turer, a consulting engineer, a planner and an architect. 
Be sure to come and present your pet theories too. 

Mark carefully, whether French or English be your 
mother tongue, that simultaneous translation will be pro
vided at the events mentioned above by means of 150 
transistor sets (portable ones you can slip in your shirt 
pocket). 

Edouard Fiset will present a special paper on the 
architectural and historic traditions of old Quebec, and 
delegates are invited to register for the Friday afternoon 
tour of old and new Quebec. Folk dancers of habitant 
Quebec will help provide an evening of rare fun and 
relaxation at Lac Beauport, ten miles north of Quebec, 
on Friday evening, May 19. 

After the College of Fellows convocation, when 16 
Fellows are to join the College, the annual dinner speaker 
will be J. Alphonse Ouiment, President and General 
Manager of the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation . 

A number of resolutions, important to the future 
development of the profession, will be presented during 
the Assembly. The Institute will not meet again in the 
Province of Quebec untill965 . Please make every effort 
to come to Quebec. 

l ournol RAI C, April 1961 



NATIONAL & REGIONAL ACTION ON RAIC ENVIRONMENT REPORT 

Action by RAIC 
In October of I 960 following the 

preparation of the program of imple
mentation by the RAIC-CMHC Joint 
Committee, the RAIC referred 13 re
commendations of the Report to Pro
vincial Associations for study and ana
lysis. 

One of the categories in the break
down of recommendations prepared by 
the RAIC-CMHC Joint Committee 
concerned CMHC and the Federal 
Government, and included paragraphs 
72, 79, 95, 99 and 190 of the Report. 
Briefs respecting these particular para
graphs have been submitted to the 
President of CMHC, the Federal Mini
ster of Public Works and the Prime 
Minister. 

Last November separate meetings 
were held with the Urban Develop
ment Institute (Ontario Division), the 
Town Planning Institute of Canada, 
and the National House Builders Asso
ciation to discuss the implications of 
the Report as a whole. The TPIC ap
pointed a special liaison committee to 
work with the RAIC, and the first 
meeting was held in Toronto on March 
24. Joint measures to act on specific 
recommendations were agreed upon on 
this occasion. 

One of the most significant steps 
taken to date by the RAIC has been to 
call a conference of national organiza
tion in Toronto on May 2 to review 
with representatives of the building in
dustry and others the achievements of 
the implementation program to date, 
and to determine what continuing sup
port and cooperation the Institute may 
expect from these organizations. 

RAIC Financial Campaign 
In the fall of 1960, the Institute 

inaugurated a financial campaign with
in the architectural profession to sup
port the implementation program. The 
objective was set at $15,000 and ap
peals were directed to architectural 
firms and individual architects. By 
March 31, 1961, a total of approxim
ately $11,500 had been received. The 
following breakdown of Provincial As
sociations indicates the contribution 
made by each: 

Newfoundland 
Nova Scotia 
New Brunswick 
Quebec 
Ontario 
Manitoba 
Saskatchewan 
Alberta 
British Columbia 

$ 73.25 
309.15 
300.00 

2,563 .15 
5,021.70 
1,072.25 

341.00 
1,134.30 

683 .30 

Total $11,498.10 

While it is unlikely that the full ob
jective will be reached the Institute is 
gratified at the respon~e to the appeal 
by so m any architects across the 
country. 
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by E. D. Fox 
Special Assistant 

Inquiry Report Implementation 

The following remarks summarize 
under three separate headings action 
which has been taken by the Royal 
Architectural Institute of Canada and 
its component societies to implement 
the recommendations in the Resi
dential Environment Report. 

Action by RAIC 
Component Societies 

PQAA 
To start its campaign of implementa
tion , the Quebec Association sponsored 
a one-day conference on December 7, 
I 960, to create within the Province a 
public awareness of the many problems 
referred to in the Report. The con
ference included panelists who spoke 
on particular recommendations, and 
seminar discussions which gave dele
gates an opportunity to express their 
views on the various subjects covered 
by the main speakers. The conference 
concluded with a number of resolu
tions proposing specific action to be 
taken on recommendations which had 
been dealt with during the day. 

After further study and elaboration 
of these resolutions in committee work, 
they will be submitted by the PQAA to 
all organizations represented at the 
conference for endorsation. The reso
lutions will be then submitted to the 
Provincial Government or other ap
propriate authorities for action. 

OAA 
In Ontario the responsibility for deal
ing with recommendations referred to 
component societies, has been delegat
ed to the OAA Committee on Housing 
Design under the chairmanship of R. 
Stirling Ferguson. The program of this 
Committee has included, first of all , a 
series of meetings between architects 
and builders to discuss matters of 
mutual concern. Two meetings have 
been held, the first in December, 1960, 
and the second in March, 1961. 

Following this series of meetings, a 
joint technical committee was called on 
·March 8 out of which was formed an 
autonomous "Ontario Committee on 
Community Design", composed of re
presentatives from the OAA and eight 
other organizations in the building and 
planning field. The committee's pur
pose is to obtain an improvement in 
community design and to encourage 
greater coordination among the various 
groups operating in the business of 
planning and building communities. 

MAA , SAA and AAA 
On January 13, 1961, a regional con
ference in Winnipeg was attended by 
representatives from the Manitoba, 
Saskatchewan and Alberta Associations 
of Architects and the RAIC Special 
Assistant. The purpose of the con
ference was to discuss what steps the 
Associations represented might take to 
implement the Report both provincial
ly and locally. 

The MAA committee on implemen
tation, under the chairmanship of 
Morley Blankstein, met on February 8 
to discuss the best means of carrying 
out specific recommendations, and a 
number of sub-committees were 
formed to deal with the different re
commendations. 

Two local committees on implemen
tation have been appointed within the 
AAA. In Edmonton, the committee is 
under the chairmanship of Garth Fleet 
and in Calgary the local committee is 
chaired by Jack Clayton , assisted by 
Alton M. Bowers. 

The SAA has formed a committee 
headed by W. E . Graham, of Saska
toon, which includes A. E. Smith, of 
Regina, as a member. 

AlEC 
A special committee on implementation 
now exists within the AIBC under the 
chairmanship of W . G. Leithead. 

NSAA and AANB 
The second of a series of regional con
ferences on implementation of recom
mendations of the Residential Environ
ment Report referred to Provincial As
sociations was held in Halifax on Feb
ruary 15-17, in conjunction with the 
annual meeting of the Nova Scotia 
Association. 

On the morning of February 15, a 
meeting was held with planning officials 
from the City and County of Halifax 
and from the Province of Nova Scotia. 
Local and regional planning problems 
constituted a major part of the discus
sion. In the afternoon a general meet
ing, open to the public, was attended 
by representatives of the building in
dustry, the Board of Trade, lending in
stitutions and other groups whose activ
ities influence residential design. This 
meeting discussed in general terms a 
number of recommendations referred 
to component societies. 

On February 16 and 17 at the annual 
meeting of the NSAA, the Report was 
discussed in greater detail. Subsequent
ly, a committee of three on implemen
tation was formed with A. F. Duffus as 
chairman, and M. H . F. Harrington 
and J. P. Dumaresq as members, to 
prepare a basic implementation pro
gram for the Association. 

Members of the AANB implementa
tion committee, D . W. Jonsson, chair
man , E . D. Duek-Cohen and Cyrille 
Roy, members, participated in the 
February 15-17 meetings. 
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PROGRES SUR LE RAPPORT DES CONDITIONS DE L'HABITATION 

Travail de l'lnstitut 
En octobre 1960, apres l'etablisse

ment du programme de mise en oeuvre 
par le Comite mixte de l'IRAC et de Ia 
SCHL, l'Institut a soumis aux associa
tions provinciales treize recommanda
tions pour etude et analyse. 

Un des groupes etablis par le Comite 
mixte dans sa repartition des recom
mandations interessait Ia SCHL et le 
Gouvernement federal, soit les para
graphes 72, 79, 95, 99 et 190 du Rap
port. A l'egard de ces recommanda
tions, des memoires ont ete soumis au 
president de Ia SCHL, au ministre fede
ral des travaux publics et au premier 
ministre du Canada. 

En novembre dernier, l'Institut a 
tenu avec !'Urban Development Insti
tute (division de !'Ontario), l'Institut 
d'urbanisme du Canada et I' Association 
nationale des constructeurs d'habita
tions des reunions particulieres afin 
d'examiner les consequences generales 
du Rapport. L'Institut d'urbanisme a 
forme un comite special de liaison 
charge de collaborer avec l'IRAC. Ce 
comite mixte IRAC-UIC a tenu sa pre
miere reunion a Toronto le 24 mars et 
a decide de quelques mesures precises a 
prendre afin de donner suite a certaines 
recommandations. 

Une des principales initiatives de 
l'IRAC a ete Ia convocation d'une as
semblee des organismes nationaux, qui 
se tiendra a Toronto le 2 mai, dans le 
but de revoir avec les representants de 
l'industrie du batiment et autres les 
progres accomplis dans Ia mise en 
oeuvre du programme, et de determiner 
quelle aide continue et quelle collabora
tion l'Institut peut compter obtenir de 
ces organisations. 

Campagne financiere de I'IRAC 
A l'automne de 1960, l'Institut a 

lance au sein de Ia profession une cam
pagne destinee a procurer les fonds 
necessaires a Ia poursuite du pro
gramme de mis en oeuvre. L'objectif 
ayant ete fixe a $15,000, il a fait appel 
aux maisons d'architectes et aux archi
tectes particuliers. A Ia fin de mars, 
environ $11,500 avaient ete re~us. 
Cette somme se repartissait entre les 
diverses associations provinciales com
me suit: 

Terre-Neuve 
Nouvelle-Ecosse 
Nouveau-Brunswick 
Quebec 
Ontario 
Manitoba 
Saskatchewan 
Alberta 
Colombie-Britannique 

$ 73.25 
309.15 
300.00 

2,563.15 
5,021.70 
1,072.25 

341.00 
1,134.30 

683.30 

$11 ,498.10 

11 est peu probable que l'objectif de 
$15,000 soit atteint. Toutefois, l'Institut 
est heureux de l'accueil re~u aupres de 
nombreux architectes de tout le pays. 
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par E. D. Fox 
Adjoint special pour Ia mise 

en oeuvre du rapport du Comite 
d'enquete 

On trouvera ci-apres, sous trois chefs 
differents, un resume du travail ac
compli par l'lnstitut royal d'architec
ture du Canada et ses societes com
posantes pour donner suite au rap
port du Comite sur les conditions de 
!'habitation. 

Activite des 
societes constituantes de I'JRAC 

L'AAPQ 
L'AAPQ a voulu, pour commencer sa 
campagne, mettre Ia population de Ia 
province au courant des nombreux pro
blemes mentionnes dans le rapport. A 
cette fin, elle a organise le 7 decembre 
dernier un congres presentant des ex
poses par un groupe d'orateurs invites, 
puis des seances d'etude sous forme de 
seminaires ou les delegues ont pu ex
primer leurs opinions sur les sujets 
traites par ces orateurs. La journee s'est 
terminee par !'elaboration de diverses 
resolutions sur les moyens de donner 
suite aux recommandations etudiees au 
cours des deliberations. 

Quand ces resolutions auront ete 
etudiees et precisees en comites, elles 
seront soumises a !'approbation de 
l'AAPQ et des autres organismes re
presentes a cette reunion et, enfin, aux 
autorites provinciales et autres autori
tes competentes. 

L'OAA 
En Ontario, Ia tache de donner suite 
aux recommandations soumises aux 
societes constituantes a ete confiee a un 
comite de !'association provinciale, dit 
"Housing Design", sous Ia presidence 
de M. R. Stirling Ferguson. Le travail 
de ce comite a compris !'organisation 
d'une serie de reunions entre des archi
tectes et des constructeurs pour !'etude 
de sujets d'interet commun. Deux 
reunions ont deja eu lieu, Ia premiere 
en decembre 1960 et !'autre en mars 
1961. 

A Ia suite de ces reunions, un comite 
autonome appele "Ontario Committee 
on Community Design", compose de 
representants de l'OAA et de huit 
autres organismes interesses a Ia con
struction et a l'amenagement, a ete 
constitue. Ce comite a pour objet d'as
surer un meil!eur amenagement des 
quartiers d'habitation et de coordon
ner l'activite des divers groupes qui 
participent a !'urbanisation. 

AAM, AAS et AAA 
Le 31 janvier 1961 , une assemblee re
gion ale s'est tenue a Winnipeg avec 
des representants du Manitoba, de Ia 
Saskatchewan et de !'Alberta ainsi que 
!'adjoint special de l'IRAC. ll s'agissait 
d'etudier les moyens a Ia disposition 
des associations representees pour met
tre le Rapport en oeuvre sur le plan 
provincial et local. 

Le comite de I' AAM, so us Ia presi
dence de M. Morley Blankstein, s'est 
reuni le 8 fevrier afin d'aviser aux meil
leurs moyens de donner suite a cer
taines recommandations. A Ia suite de 
cette reunion , divers sous-comites ont 
ete formes. 

En Alberta, I' AAA a forme deux 
comites locaux. Celui de Ia ville d'Ed
monton a pour president M. Garth 
Fleet et celui de Calgary, M. Jack 
Clayton aide de M. Alton M. Bowers. 

L ' AAS a aussi constitue un comite, 
qui se compose de M. W. E. Graham, 
de Saskatoon, president, et de M. A. E. 
Smith, de Regina. 

L'AIBC 
En Colombie-Britannique, l'Institut 
provincial des architectes compte main
tenant son comite sous Ia presidence de 
M. W. G. Leithead. 

AANE et AANB 
Le deuxieme d'une serie de congres 
regionaux sur Ia mise en oeuvre des 
recommandations du Rapport sur les 
conditions de !'habitation soumises aux 
associations provinciales a eu lieu a 
Halifax du 15 au 17 fevrier, en meme 
temps que l'assemblee annuelle de 
!'Association des architectes de Ia Nou
velle-Ecosse. 

Le congres a debute le 15 fevrier 
dans Ia matinee par une reunion des 
preposes a l'amenagement de Ia ville et 
du comte d'Halifax et de Ia province en 
general. L'etude des problemes locaux 
et regionaux a occupe la majeure partie 
de cette seance. L'apres-midi avait lieu 
une seance generale a laquelle le public 
etait invite et a laquelle participaient en 
particulier des representants de l'in
dustrie du batiment, du Board of 
Trade, des institutions de prets et d'au
tres groupements dont l'activite infiue 
sur l'amenagement de !'habitation. On 
a etudie de fa~on generale diverses re
commandations soumises aux societes 
composantes. 

Les 16 et 17 fevrier, durant l'assem
blee annuelle de l'AANE, le rapport a 
fait ]'objet d'une etude plus detaillee. 
Un comite de trois membres a ete 
forme, compose de MM. A. F. Duffus, 
president, H. F . Harrington et J. P. 
Dumaresq, afin de preparer les bases 
d'application du programme pour !'As
sociation. 

Les membres du comite de l'AANB, 
MM. D. W. Jonsson, president, E. D. 
Duek-Cohen et Cyrille Roy, ont assiste 
a ce congres du J 5 au 17 fevrier. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 
"SIMPLIFIED DESIGN OF REINFORCED CONCRETE", Second 
Edition, by Harry Parker. Published by John Wiley & Sons, 
Inc. 303 pages. Price $6.50. 

This second edition of one of the well-known "siMPLIFIED 
DESIGN" series of Prof Parker doesn't offer anything new as 
compared with the numerous printings of the first edition, 
except for some of the revised computation procedures of 
the latest Code of Practice of the American Concrete 
Institute, current nomenclature and sizes of reinforcing steel 
and a few similar minor procedural changes. It leaves out 
entirely the ultimate design approach for beams and 
columns subject to bending, which is recommended as an 
alternative even by the cautious and conservative ACI. 

In effect, the volume is devoted to the presentation of 
standard routines and practices, based on elastic theory, for 
the analysis and design of basic concrete elements of build
ings, beams, slabs, columns, footings. etc. Rudimentary 
theory underlying such procedures is stated clearly and 
many numerical examples clarify further their applications. 

All this is offered in a positive and arbitrary manner so 
that an uninformed reader, without any other grounding 
either in the nature of concrete, or the assumptions and 
simplifications of theories, could be left with the impression 
that not much more can be expected from this material, that 
all the possibilities and doubts have been solved. This of 
course is far from the actual case and especially undesired 
for the architectural students. Considerable caution should 
therefore be exercised when using this book as a sole text 
for courses in reinforced concrete. 

For anyone realizing the potential of concrete, "siMPLI
FIED DESIGN" might be useful as a guide reference and 
refresher for routine detailed work. 

The subtitle "For Architects and Builders" used in pre
vious editions has been dropped and rightly so. An objection 
against its suitability for architects has been mentioned. 
Builders, as a rule, for work of any consequence, will use a 
qualified engineer. 

The material and presentation might however make this 
book very appropriate for technical schools and as reference 
for draftsmen and technicians. B. P. Wisnicki, Vancouver 

"IT's THE LAW!" by Bernard Tomson. Published by 
Channel Press. 436 pages. Price $7.50 (U.S.) 

North of the border this title is not to be taken literally, 
and even in the United States we hope that it was not the 
intention of the author to put lawyers out of work. The 
less strident sub-title, "Recognizing and Handling the 
Legal Problems of Private and Public Construction", is a 
more accurate indication of the scope of an unusually 
interesting and well-written book. 

For some years Bernard Tomson contributed a monthly 
column on matters of building law to "Progressive Archi
tecture", and "It's the Law!"is based upon those columns. 
To those of us familiar with his columns that is sufficient 
recommendation in itself. He is now Judge Tomson, and 
the electors of Nassau County in the State of New York 
are to be congratulated on their choice. 

As well as obvious competence in his own profession 
of law and a knowledge of matters architectural, the 
author has exhibited a craftsmanship in writing far 
beyond the standard which this reviewer has come to 
expect from legal adventurers in literary fields. A remark
ably successful effort has been made to provide a text 
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which is constantly interesting and flows on easily; at the 
same time references to reported court cases have been 
carefully set out and digests of other cases not touched 
upon in the text are conveniently collated on the end 
pages of each chapter. 

Canadian lawyers seldom examine the decisions of the 
Supreme Court of the United States for guidance on 
matters of common law, as a great bulk of its work is on 
American constitutional issues. In the field of building 
law this is a mistake, as the Supreme Court is the court of 
final appeal in contract disputes involving the American 
federal government and Judge Tomson discusses a large 
number of such cases. In US vs Moorman, the Supreme 
Court of the United States upheld the validity of a clause 
in a government construction contract purporting to 
make the decision of a certain government officer final 
and binding between the parties on the matters of law as 
well as of fact. The Supreme Court pointed out the anal
ogy between the facts of the case before it and of a case 
containing this provision: "The decision of the super
vising architect as to the proper interpretation of the 
drawings and specifications shall be final". The Court 
commented on such a provision: "It is true that the inten
tion of the parties to submit their contractual disputes to 
final determination outside the courts should be made 
manifest by plain language ... but this does not mean 
that hostility (on the Court's part) to such provisions can 
justify blindness to a plain intent of parties to adopt this 
method of settlement of their disputes. Nor should such 
an agreement of parties be frustrated by judicial 'inter
pretation' of contracts". 

Another interesting problem with which Judge Tomson 
grapples is that of how far and in what circumstances 
architectural criticism may extend before the courts will 
consider it to be libellous. He appears to hold that archi
tectural criticism may be trenchant and vigorous, but not 
to the point where it would be deemed to be an attack on 
the character and motive of the architect. Judge Tomson 
persuasively supports this view by illustrations from 
reported court decisions. 

One of the longest chapters is devoted to a discussion 
of what constitutes professional negligence on the part of 
an architect. Looking to the usefulness of this book to 
Canadian architects and lawyers, we could wish that the 
subject of negligence had been even more exhaustively 
considered by the author. Generally speaking, the law 
of negligence as it prevails in the Canadian provinces, 
except Quebec, is similar to that of most of the states of 
the American union. The principles are not embodied in 
statutes or codes, and are based on the customs and prac
tices of the community as interpreted by judges in their 
decisions down through the years in the English common 
law tradition. 

On the other hand, it must be said that a substantial 
portion of Judge Tomson's book deals with matters on 
which American law is of scant interest to Canadians . 
There are also several places in the book where we 
venture to say that his statements do not represent the 
law as it stands today in any of the Canadian provinces. 
However, if it should not be taken as an authority on the 
law without a lawyer's prescription, "It's the Law!" will 
prove itself to be by far the most helpful and entertaining 
work in its field even to a Canadian architect. 

Meredith Fleming, Q.C. , Toronto 
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Executive Committee M eeting 
A feature of the Spring quarterly meeting of the RAIC 

Executive committee in Ottawa on Friday and Saturday, 
April 7 and 8, was the presentation at Government 
House on April 7 of an Honorary Fellowship to His 
Excellency, Major General Georges P. Vanier, Governor 
General of Canada. The Fellowship collar and certificate 
were presented to General Vanier by A. T. Galt Durn
ford, Chancellor of the College of Fellows, in the pres
cence of members of the Executive Committee. 

It was announced that the RAlC Special committee on 
the Preservation of Historic Buildings had received from 
the Historic Sites division of the Department of Northern 
Affairs and National Resources, a $1,000 grant to enable 
a group of architectural students from the University of 
Toronto to measure several important structures in the 
City of Kingston during the first week of May. This is the 
first step in a new program being jointly developed by 
Professor Arthur's committee and the Northern Affairs 
Department. 

The Royal Institute will participate in the National 
Conference on Technological Training when it is con
vened by the Department of Labor at Ottawa May 9-10. 
The Institute representative will be D ' Arcy Helmer of 
Ottawa. 

The RAIC will also be represented by several archi
tects as observers when the Hospitals and Health com
mittee of the American Institute of Architects meets at 
the Windsor Hotel, Montreal, on May 8-10. 

The Executive Committee considered and approved 
for presentation to the 1961 Assembly in Quebec seven 
resolutions to be introduced by individual members. A 
report was received from Prof John Russell , Chairman of 
the Massey Medals committee, which warned that the 
deadline for receiving entries in the Massey Medals for 
Architecture competition is May 17, 1961. 

At a special Government House ceremony on April 7 th e 
Chancellor of the College of Fellows of the Royal Archi
tectural Inst itute of Canada, A. T. Galt Durnford, (F), of 
Montreal, conferred an Honorary Fellowship upon his 
Excellency the Governor General, Major-General Georges 
P. Vanier. Shown above from left to right are: A. T. Galt 
Durnford, (F) , Montreal; Harland Steele, (F), Toronto, 
President of the RAIC; His Excellency; and Dr F. Bruce 
Brown, (F) , R egistrar of th e College of Fellows, and 
Honorary Secretary of the Royal Institute. 
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New Journal Assistant Editors 
LEONARD WEBSTER, who joined the Toronto starr of the 
Journal, early last winter, has been appointed assistant 
editor. Mr Webster, who was born in London, England, 
in 1929, studied art and architecture at the Southend-on 
Sea Municipal College, for four and a half years. 

Jn J 946 he joined the Works 
Services of the Royal En
gineers and served for eleven 
years on Works pl a n·nin g 
staffs in Cyprus, Malta, Ger
many and England. On re
turning to civilian life in 
1957 he joined the architec
tural firm of Brocklehurst, 
Cooper and Williamson, in 
High Wycombe , Bucking
hamshire as senior assistant. 

.In 1959 he became asso
ciated with Barbour Index 
Limited, a London firm spe

cializing in the design and distribution of manufacturers 
product literature to Architectural firms in the United 
Kingdom . He came to Canada in June, 1960, and served 
briefly with a Toronto publishing firm before joining the 
staff of the Journal on November 1st. 

HENRY D . KALEN of Winnipeg has been appointed 
Journal Assistant Editor for the Prairie Provinces. He 
was born in Winnipeg in 1928. Following matriculation , 
he worked as an electrical draftsman for the Manitoba 
Power Commission and Winnipeg Electric Co. , then en-· 
tered the University of Manitoba School of Architecture, 

graduating in I 957. 
After graduation he worked 
for the Building Construc
tion Branch of the Federal 
Department of Public 
Works. In the fall of 1959, 
he transferred to the Winni
peg office of Green Blank
stein & Russell as a project 
architect. He is now teach
ing photography and assist
ing in Fundamentals of De
sign at the School of Archi
tecture, University of Mani
toba . 

His editorial experience began at College where he 
edited Perspective 1953 and contributed to various Uni
versity publications. He is entering his 3rd year as a 
member of the Manitoba Editorial Committee for the 
Journal . His work in architectural photography is fami
liar to Journal readers and he will have a one-man show 
at the Grant Gallery, Winnipeg, at the end of May. 

OBITUARY 

PROFESSOR FREDERIC LASSERRE, FRAIC, 50, Director of 
the School of Architecture, University of British Colum
bia, was accidently killed while mountain climbing in 
England's lake district on April 6. He was in the United 
Kingdom on a CMHC Senior Fellowship to study domes
tic architecture and housing conditions. He is survived 
by his wife, Ethel, and son, Montgomery, who were with 
him in England; and a daughter, Lynne, attending school 

Journal R A I C, April 1961 



CANADIAN 

BUILDING DIGEST 
DIVISION OF BUILDING RESEARCH • NA TIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL CANADA 

THERMAL INSULATION IN DWELLINGS 
by W. H. Ball 

Thermal insulation is installed in a build
ing for several reasons. All of these relate to 
the primary characteristics of a thermal insu
lating material; it provides relatively good 
resistance to the flow of heat. The reduction of 
heat loss in winter provides savings in heating 
costs and the reduction of heat gain in summer 
will reduce the cost of cooling where summer 
air-conditioning is provided. Insulation in 
walls, ceilings and sometimes floors is also de
sirable in all buildings intended for human use 
because comfort conditions are more easily 
achieved. For buildings in which moderate to 
high relative humidities are to be maintained 
in winter, insulation is necessary to prevent 
surface condensation on walls, ceilings and 
floors. 

With few exceptions the basic constructions 
employed in dwellings do not of themselves 
provide sufficient insulating value. It is neces
sary or desirable in most cases to add a layer 
of insulation to improve the over-all resistance 
to heat flow. Ideally it would be best if this 
insulating layer could be applied to the build
ing in a manner similar to that of clothing on 
a person. In this way the insulation would be 
continuous over the building and its structure 
would be protected from the exb·emes of 
temperature both winter and summer. 

In wood-frame dwelling construction, it 
has been the custom to place insulation in 
spaces created between the framing members. 
With solid masonry walls it is common 
practice to create spaces for insulation with 
wood furring strips where batt or blanket in
sulation is to be used. Board types of insulation 
such as cork and foamed polystyrene can be 
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pinned or glued to masonry and can also act 
as a base for plaster thus making it possible to 
achieve an uninterrupted insulating layer. 
Insulation may also be placed in cavities in 
certain types of masonry walls. 

Lack of care in the design and installation 
of insulation arrangements can create per
formance problems that are a nuisance to 
building occupants and can result in the loss 
through increased maintenance costs of much 
of the savings achieved by an over-all reduc
tion in heat loss. Problems arise initially 
because of lack of continuity in the insulating 
layer and the difficulties can be multiplied by 
careless installation and by lack of care in the 
selection of the insulating material. It is the 
purpose of this Digest to discuss a number o.f 
details relating to the use and installation of 
insulation that are important for good per
formance. These will apply primarily to dwel
ling construction but may have application 
also to other types of buildings, particularly 
those made of wood or of a combination of 
wood and masonry. 

\Vhile the primary objective in using in
sulation is to reduce the over-all rate of heat 
flow, it is also important that the over-all 
resistance obtained should be uniformly good. 
Unless this is achieved, the variations in heat 
flow characteristics may lead to proportion
ately high variations in surface temperatures. 
Such variations cause dust patterns on walls 
and ceilings. The lath marks noticeable on the 
plastered finish of old uninsulated houses 
result from this. Extreme variations in surface 
temperatures may lead also to wetting by 
condensation or to the formation of frost in 
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winter. It is scant reward for a building owner 
to knovv that he has paid for insulation to 
reduce his heating costs when he may be 
forced to redecorate walls and ceilings at 
frequent intervals, perhaps as frequently as 
once a year, to maintain an attractive interior 
for his premises. 

Some of the variations in surface tempera
ture may arise from the particular construction 
used and may be difficult to avoid. Others, 
however, may be related to the way in which 
the insulation is installed and may be avoided 
with a little care during construction. Faulty 
installation can also at times lead to a serious 
reduction of the over-all effectiveness of the 
insulation in reducing heat flow. 

Insulation should fit snugly against framing 
members over its full thickness. If this is not 
achieved because of reduced edge thickness 
or inadequate width of the insulation, as 
shown in Fig. 1, the rate of heat loss and thus 
the surface temperature variations at framing 
members will be increased. 

The question of the best location for batt 
or blanket insulations which do not completely 
fill wall spaces is often raised. The "warm 
side'' location of Fig. 1 is generally used 
because the vapour barrier normally provided 
with the batt or blanket can be lapped over 
the interior faces of the framing members. But 
the alternative location, with the batt or 
blanket placed toward the cold side produces 
more uniform surface temperature patterns, 
and is less subject to the influence of the 
faults shown in Fig. 1. The framing members 
are then mainly on the warm side of the in
sulation and have less effect on the warm side 
surface temperature. With this installation it is 
essential that a separate vapour barrier be 
applied over the interior face of the framing 
members since the vapour barrier provided 
with the insulation cannot readily be sealed 
against the sides of the framing members. 

Batt, blanket, or membrane-type insulations 
located midway in a space can create per
formance problems if not carefully installed. 
It is essential in developing the full potential 
of such arrangements that they be sufficiently 
well sealed to the framing members at the 
sides as well as at top and bottom so that air 
cannot circulate from one air space to another. 
Gaps at one level only need not be serious but 
gaps of from }~ to 18 inches in width at top and 
bottom of wall spaces can allow almost the full 
normal air circulation which would occur if 
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the insulation were not present, as illustrated 
in Fig. 2. A similar situation can arise in the 
case of ceiling insulation in winter when air 
tends to rise from below the insulation, or in 
floor insulation in summer when the cooler air 
above the insulation tends to fall, thus trans
porting heat around the insulation and 
reducing its effectiveness. 

Fill Insulation 
Fill insulation is seldom used in the walls 

of new wood-frame structures because there 
is difficulty in controlling its density, and, 
unless this can be done, there is always the 
possibility of settlement of the insulation. 
Settlement of insulation in wall spaces would 
leave the upper portions of walls with no 
protection against high heat loss. While the 
increased heating cost due to small settlements 
might not be significant, the variation in in
terior surface temperatures could be trouble
some. 

Fill insulation can be applied readily over 
most ceilings between joists. Some materials 
are specially prepared or are naturally suited 
for simply pouring them from the shipping 
containers. Other materials require that they 
be "fluffed'' or expanded, either mechanically 
or pneumatically, and are often placed by 
blowing into the attic. Whichever method of 
placing the insulation is used it should always 
be distributed over the ceiling to ensure that 
a uniform layer of insulation of adequate 
density is provided. This may require that the 
surface of the insulation be levelled either by 
hand or with a special rake designed for the 
purpose. Unless the insulation is uniformly 
applied dust marking and surface condensation 
can result. Serious settlement of ceiling insu
lation may also reduce its over-all effectiveness 
through reduction in thickness, and the density 
in place should be sufficient to ensure mainte
nance of the desired minimum thickness. The 
increased density brought about by settlement 
will usually improve the insulating value per 
inch of thickness, but this will never be great 
enough to offset the effect of decrease in 
thickness. 

The recent trend toward low-slope roofs 
has increased the difficulty of making a good 
installation of fill insulation in many attics. The 
insulation must be literally "shot" onto some 
portions of the ceiling and it is most difficult to 
achieve a proper distribution even with the 
use of long-handled rakes. In addition it is 
difficult in such cases to make a good appli-



cation at the junction of the ceiling and out
side walls, so often the insulation is reduced 
in thickness near and over the top of the wall. 

The Insulation of Flat Roofs 
Insulation for flat roofs may be placed 

either between joists as illustrated in Fig. 3 (a), 
or on top of the roof deck as in Fig. 3 (b) . 
Variations of both methods are also used. That 
of Fig. 3(a) may, for example, have batt insu
lation placed between furring strips running at 
right angles, below the joists. 

The methods of installation similar to that 
of 3 (a) are sometimes criticized because it is 
often difficult to provide adequate ventilation 
above the insulation in large roof areas, and 
in locations where buildings are erected side 
by side. Condensation problems have been 
reported in constructions of this type even 
where an attempt has been made to control it 
by the use of a vapour barrier and ventilation. 
As a result there has been a tendency to favour 
the type of installation illustrated by Fig. 
3(b). 

Installation of insulation above the roof 
sheathing has the advantage that the roof 
structure is protected from large variations in 
temperahu·e. In addition, water piping and 
electrical wiring can be installed within the 
structure without interference with the insu
lation or the vapour barrier. The main dis
advantage is that the insulation is sealed be
tween the vapom barrier and the built-up roof
ing (also a vapom barrier). If moisture is present 
in the insulation when it is placed or subse
quently enters it through the vapour barrier 
it may cause blistering of the built-up roof 
covering due to the expansion of the water 
vapour on heating by the sun. Some protection 
against this type of roofing failure might be 
achieved by strapping over the insulation of 
Fig. 3 (b) to create a ventilated air space, and 
adding roof sheathing to carry the roof cover
ing. This type of construction is recommended 
particularly for those cases where the insulation 
layer consists of material such as lightweight 
concrete which has a high moisture content 
when placed, and for cases where it is im
possible to ensure that the insulation will be 
roofed in a dry condition. 

Insulation of Floors in Basementless Houses 
Heat loss from floors in basementless 

buildings can be controlled in two ways: the 
foundation wall may be insulated either on 
the inside or on the outside, or the floor struc
ture itself may be insulated. 

Good floor insulation practice is illustrated 
in Fig. 4 (a) . The chief disadvantage of this 
is that the crawl space follows outside temper
ature; water pipes have to be protected against 
freezing and heating ducts must be insulated 
to limit heat loss to tl1e crawl space. 

The disadvantages of a cold crawl space 
are overcome in the method shown in Fig. 
2 (b) in which the foundation wall is insulated. 
It allows the use of almost any type of board, 
batt, or blanket insulation on the foundation 
walls. The application of a proper vapour bar
rier on the warm side of the insulation is 
difficult, particularly between the joists, and 
some wetting by condensation in winter may 
have to be tolerated. Alternatively, insulation 
may be applied on the outside of the foun
dation walls, extending for 6 inches or more 
below grade. This has the advantage of keep
ing the foundation walls and footings warmer. 
But the requirement for exterior protection 
will add to its cost and the insulation must be 
water- and rot-resistant. 

A recommended method of insulating the 
edge of a concrete slab foundation is shown 
in Fig. 4 (b). Here, as in the case of insulation 
placed on the outside of a foundation wall, 
the kind of insulation that should be used is 
limited to one which is not affected by mois
ture and contact with the ground. 

Conclusion 
The statements and recommendations made 

here are supported by observations of both 
satisfactory and unsatisfactory thermal per
formance in buildings, particularly houses, by 
staff members of the Division of Building 
Research and others. In several instances the 
problems observed in buildings have been 
studied in the laboratory so that the phe
nomena involved are known, and the sug
gestions made are based on this combination 
of experience. 

This is one of a series of publications being Produced by the Division cf Building Research of the National Research Council as a 
contribution toward better building in Canada. The Division has issued many publications desc1·ibing the work carried out in the several 
fields of research for which it is responsible. A list of these Pttblications and additional copies of this Building Digest can be obtained 
!ly writing to the Publications Section, Division of Building Research, N aticnal Research Council, Ottawa, Canada. 
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in Switzerland. The funeral took place in England. A 
Memorial Service was held at the University of British 
Columbia on April 15 . 

In the tragic death of Fred Lasserre the profession has 
lost a gifted and devoted member, and a teacher who has 
contributed immeasurably to the progress of architec
tural education in Canada. The Journal joins his students, 
graduates of his school, the Faculty and his many friends 
and admirers in extending its deepest sympathy to his 
wife and family. 

On April6, 1961 FREDERIC LASSERRE met with a fatal 
accident while mountain climbing in England. He was on 
leave of absence in Europe from his fourteen years of 
uninterrupted duties as Director of the School of Archi
tecture at the University of British Columbia. 

Mountain climbing was to him a symbol of man's spiri
tual aspirations. Whenever it was possible for him and he 
felt the need to refresh his mind with the greater aims of 
architecture and education, he tried to get away to the 
mountains to free himself from the over-bearing details 
of administrative work. 

Fred Lasserre was born in Switzerland in 1 911. His 
father brought him to Canada, where he received his 
schooling and finished his fourth year at the School of 
Architecture, University of Toronto. He then returned 
to Switzerland to complete his architectural training. 

His aspiring and ambitious mind early made him an 
active member in the Avant Garde movements of social 
and architectural reform of that period. In England he 
worked for a while with the firm of Tecton, then in the 
forefront of the contemporary architectural movement. 
During the war he again participated with a group of 
idealistic young men to plan for a bright future for post
war Canada. At that time he was already interested in 
architecture as a medium of expressing and giving physi
cal form to the ideals of the community. 

I first met Fred when he had started his teaching career 
at the School of Architecture, McGill University, at the 
end of the war. We collaborated in the design of a church. 
In 1946 he was called by Dr N. A. M. Mackenzie to 
establish and develop a new school of architecture at the 
University of British Columbia. With tremendous energy 
he pursued a broad pattern of education laid out by him
self in a manner unique in Canada. From the beginning 
he included in his staff an eminent artist and an engineer 
interested specifically in structures. Later an economist
sociologist was added to the staff and a community plan
ner to complete the broad basis from which he felt archi
tectural design must arise. It was his last wish to add a 
landscape designer to this. 

In addition to his contribution as a teacher and ad
ministrator Fred Lasserre designed a number of distin
guished houses and buildings on the University campus; 
among the latter the International House and the Faculty 
Club should be mentioned particularly. He also partici
pated in the design of the War Memorial Gymnasium. 
Fred Lasserre was very active in the professional organi
zation as well as community work, in which his contribu
tion has been invaluable. He was often outspoken in 
voicing his criticisms and suggesting ideas of reform in 
matters affecting his profession and the physical pattern 
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of the community of British Columbia, of which he was 
so proud. He was well aware that this often brought him 
into conflict. Neither to himself nor to his colleagues was 
Fred Lasserre an "easy man". Of both he asked the high
est standards. His contributions to the British Columbia 
scene, as in fact in Canada, will be sorely missed in the 
architectural community . Wolfgang Gerson 

COMPETITION 

CMHC Smyth Road Competition Goes 
Into Second Stage, With Five Participants 

On the recommendation of the Jury of Award, Cen
tral Mortgage and Housing Corporation on April 14 
decided to extend its Smyth Road Development Com
petition in Ottawa (Journal, September 1960) into a 
second stage, and has invited five of the 39 competitors 
who entered the initial competition to participate. The 
five, who will each receive a special grant from CMHC 
towards the expense of preparing their entries for the 
second stage, are: 

Fairfield, Dubois, Cheney, Strong, Toronto. 
W. M. Schacter, N. H. Schoenauer, Montreal. 
Smith Carter Searle Associates, Winnipeg. 
H. A. Swanson, Toronto. 
Fraser Watts, Toronto. 
Judging of the second stage entries will be in mid-June. 

Carpet Design 
An international competition, approved by the RAIC, for 

carpet designs has been announced by Carpet Trades Ltd. 
Entries may be submitted for three Classes, designs for a 
Wilton, for a Spool Axminster, and for a design for modern 
living. The first prize for each Class is £400; with second and 
third prizes of £100 and £50. The winning designs will be 
purchased by the firm on the usual commercial basis. Judges 
are Lord Bosson, LL.D, FRIBA, JP; Sir Ernest Goodale, 
CBE, MC; Paul Reilly, Director, Council of Industrial De
sign; Marian Russell, ARIBA, FSIA; Neville Ward, B.Arch, 
ARIBA, FSIA; and Anna Zinkeisen, ROI, RDI. Entry 
forms may be obtained from the firm at Mill Street, Kidder
minster, England. Closing date for entries is September 30, 
1961. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
The following letter has been received by Peter 

Dobush (F), Chairman of the RAIC Committee of In
quiry into the Design of the Urban Environment: 

"Dear Sir, 
I have recently read with great interest your commit

tee's report and I feel compelled to tell you of the en
couragement it brought me. 

I am a student of Landscape Architecture at the Uni
versity of Michigan, and until reading your report I was 
doubtful of the acceptance I would find for my profession 
on my return to Canada. 

The attitudes and recommendations expressed in your 
report have heartened me to more vigorously pursue my 
field of endeavor. I hope in the near future to contribute 
some small part to the better design of the Canadian 
urban environment. John D. Milliken, 

Ann Arbor, Mich . 
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Editor, RAIC Journal: 

I was delighted to read the article on urban renewal in 
Kingston in your February, 1961 issue. The article succeeds 
in conveying much of the excitement in the visual scene 
which could follow urban renewal on a reasonable scale in 
many of our cities. 

[ wonder if you could possibly let me have a copy of this 
issue for my own use. 

Stanley H. Pickett, Assistant Director, 
Urban R enewal and Public Housing Division , 
CMHC, Ottawa. 

POSITIONS VA CANT 

Graduate architect wanted, minimum three years ex
perience. Salary open, usual benefits, insurance. Apply 
in writing for interview to C. A. Fowler & Co, P 0 Box 
514, Halifax, N.S. 

British architectural firm offers position for year or so 
at usual professional salary to young Canadian architect 
with two to four years experience desirous of adding to 
knowledge and experience in Britain and parts of Europe. 
Write Clive Pascall , FRIBA, 14 Half Moon Street, Lon
don, Wl. 

The Department of Art and Archeology, University of 
Southwestern Louisiana, requires two additional mem
bers for the Faculty of Architecture, to teach chiefly 
fourth or fifth year design, with an additional technical or 
historical course. Apply to Raymond D. Reed, Chairman 
of Architecture, at the University, P 0 Box 476, USL 
Station, Lafayette, La., USA. 

Applications are invited for the position of Director of 
a School of Architecture to be established at the Nova 
Scotia Technical College, Halifax. Preferred qualifica
tions are: A Master's degree in Architecture; a number 
of years of teaching experience in a school of architec
ture; a membership in a provincial association of Archi
tects; and experience in the professional field. Applica
tions should be addressed to The President, Nova Scotia 
Technical College, P 0 Box 1000, Halifax, N.S. 

POSITIONS WANTED 

Position in Canada with view of gaining experience in 
architecture wanted by graduate of Faculty of Architec
ture, Istanbul University, M Sc degree 1959; experience 
in design, engineering, detailing and urbanism; age 26, 
single. Spencer Ayhan, lkinci Beyler Sok No 43, Izmir, 
Turkey. 

Position as architectural designer or draftsman in Canada 
wanted by graduate of Faculty of Architecture, Technical 
University of Istanbul, with MSc degree, 1956; three years 
part time experience in drawing and design ; two years pro
fessional experience in military service on military building 
estimates and surveys; two years teaching experience as 
assistant at Technical University of Istanbul plus private 
practice, dwellings, shopping centre, hospital. At present in 
US working on Master's Degree in City Planning. Ahmet 
Turhan Beygo, 1336 N. University, Ann Arbor, Michigan , 
USA. 
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Appointments 
William A. Allan, Gold Medallist of the University of 

Manitoba School of Architecture in 1936, has been ap
pointed Principal of the Architectural Association School 
of Architecture in London, England . 

PROVINCIAL NEWS 
School of Architecture to be Established 
at Nova Scotia Technical College, Halifax 

A School of Architecture is to be established at the 
Nova Scotia Technical College in Halifax, and classes 
will begin in September 1961. 

The Course will require four years at the Technical 
College, and will lead to the Bachelor's degree. The 
qualification for admission to the College will be satisfac
tory completion of two years of the uniform engineering 
course at one of the associated universities. The universi
ties associated with the Nova Scotia Technical College 
are Acadia, Dalhousie, Mount Allison, St Francis Xavier, 
StMary's, Memorial of Newfoundland, and New Bruns
wick. Each gives the first three years of a uniform engi
neering degree course; and the Nova Scotia Technical 
College gives the last two years, in the departments of 
civil, electrical, mechanical , mining and metallurgical, 
and chemical engineering. 

Ontario Committee on Housing Design 
As part of its program for the implementation of the 

RAIC residential environment Report, an Ontario Com
mittee on housing design has been formed by the Ontario 
Association of Architects and eight other organizations 
in the building and planning field. The purpose of the 
Committee is to obtain improvement in community de
sign and encourage greater co-ordination among the dif
ferent groups which operate in the business of planning 
and building communities. 

The following organizations have appointed members 
to the Committee: 

Urban Development Institute; Toronto Builders Ex
change; Central Ontario Chapter, Town Planning Insti
tute of Canada; Association of Professional Engineers 
of Ontario; Ontario Association of Real Estate Boards; 
Toronto Metropolitan Home Builders Association; Bell 
Telephone Company of Canada; Consumers' Service 
Division, Ontario Hydro. 

Some other organizations have been invited and are 
considering membership in the Committee and several 
already have expressed a willingness to act as observer 
members. 

One of the principal terms of reference for this broadly 
representative committee will be the report prepared by 
the RAIC Committee of Inquiry into Residential En
vironment. This report includes a number of specific re
commendations for improvement. These will be con
sidered carefully as part of the program of the Ontario 
Committee. 

Sponsored initially by the OAA and formed at a meet
ing at their headquarters on March 8th, this Committee 
is expected to become completely autonomous, having 
equal relationships with each of the supporting organisa
tions. 

At the inaugural meeting on March 8th, an active 
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program of work was discussed but details were left to a 
small steering committee to resolve. Alan Scott (Urban 
Development Institute), Edward Cumming (Town Plan
ning Institute), and Stirling Ferguson (OAA) were elected 
as the Steering Committee. 

The OAA has been studying the subject of community 
design for a number of years. Recently joint meetings 
have been held with the Toronto Metropolitan Home 
Builders Association to consider the special problems of 
providing professional services for builders. Two meet
ings of this joint group have already been held and con
siderable progress has been made. It is expected that 
these discussions will continue within the framework of 
the Ontario Committee which has now been formed . 

REGISTRATIONS 
Ontario Association of Architects 
March 2, 1961 

Antonuk, Boris, Bernard, J . ADBA (Ecole des Beaux 
Arts , Montreal). 197 Parker Street, P.O. Box 1017, 
Sturgeon Falls, Ont. (Rene Richard). 

Cuhaci, Edward Joseph, Dipl.Ing.Arch . (Tech. Univ. of 
Istanbul) . 157 Riverdale A venue, Ottawa, Ont. (Project 
Architect, CMHC). 

Fraser, William Alexander, Dip.Arch., (Abdn .) ARIAS, 
ARIBA (Aberdeen School of Arch) . 2377 Chilver Road, 
Windsor, Ont . (Pennington & Carter, Windsor). 

Kivilo, Harry, (Grad. of Arch. Dept Stockholm School of 
Technology). 12 Crestwood Avenue, Montreal West , PQ. 
(Harry Kivilo, Architect) . 

Landau, Aaron, B.Arch. (Univ. of Tor). 19 Meadow
brook Avenue, Toronto 19, Ont . (Bregman & Hamann, 
Toronto) . 

Pain , Marek Piotr, Dipl.Arch. (Polish Univ. College -
School of Arch. London, Eng). 269 Heath Street East, 
Toronto 7, Ont. (Marek Pain, Architect). 

Rowland, Douglas Charles, BSc. (Queens Univ.) M.Arch 
(Harvard) . 1 Oriole Road, Apt 610, Toronto, Ont. (John 
B. Parkin Associates, Toronto) . 

Wimbs, John Beckett, ARIBA. 48 Munson Crescent, 
Scarborough, Ont. (Crang & Boake, Toronto) . 

The Alberta Association of Architects 
January 1, 1961 

Campbell-Hope, Bryan Thomas, "Certificate of Ap
proval" University of Alberta. 9834- 1 06th Street, Ed
monton, Alta. (Dept of Public Works, Government of 
Alberta) 

Delesalle, Philippe Emile Marie, B.Arch. (McGill) Suite 
1, 7 35 - 8th A venue S. W ., Calgary, Alberta (Cohos & 
Delesalle) 

January 11, 1961 

Long, John W. , B.S.Arch. Pennsylvania State College. 
615 Bentall Building, Calgary, 444 Seventh A venue 
S. W. (J. W. Long) 

Pratt, Blake Frederick, "Certificate of Approval" Uni
versity of Alberta. 8411 -109th Street, Edmonton, Alta. 
(Aberdeen, Groves & Associates) 
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Quebec 
The Executive Offices of the PQAA will move to the 

new quarters purchased by the Association at 1825 
Boulevard Dorchester West on September 30th, 1961. 
The present occupants of the property, which was pur
chased by the Association in 1959, move out on the 1st 
of May and renovations will begin immediately under 
the direction of Jean-Louis Lalonde. 

Our Members enquire from time to time whether the 
Association is a subscriber to any particular plan of hos
pital , retirement or other, insurance. When the Associa
tion receives enquiries of this nature, we advise the mem
bers that the PQAA has no policy in this matter, and 
recommends that members make their own individual 
arrangements with insurance companies of their choice. 

Du Secretariat de l'AAPQ 
Doit-on ajouter foi aux rapports de clients insatisfaits 

qui nous appellent pour se plaindre de leurs architectes? 
Un homme de profession nous communiquait dernie

rement son aventure. Desireux de se faire construire une 
residence bien a son gout, il se rend chez un architecte 
pour discuter des conditions. L'homme de l'art lui fixe 
un prix pour les esquisses preliminaires et lui laisse en
tendre que s'il decide de batir, ce prix sera compris dans 
Je total des honoraires. Comme le cout estimatif des tra
vaux depassait d'environ cinq mille dollars le capital dont 
disposait le client, le projet tombe faute de fonds. Pour 
sa punition d'avoir renonce a son ambition, Je client re
<;oit un compte equivalent a trois fois le prix convenu. 
Presse de questions, l'interlocuteur nous donne des chif
fres. Meme si le montant original a ete triple, l'etat de 
compte demeure encore en de<;a du minimum prevu au 
Tableau des honoraires pour tels travaux partiels . Rien 
n'indique toutefois qu'il s'agissait d'etudes preliminaires 
au sens que lui donne !'article II du Tableau d'honoraires 
minimum et pour lesquelles un cinquieme des honoraires 
est decrete. Vous pouvez, si vous le voulez, tirer tout de 
meme vos conclusions. Pour votre information, et vous 
vous en doutiez, il ne s'agit pas Ia helas! d'une plainte 
unique en son genre. 

Au cours des quatre dernieres annees, Je Comite de 
pratique professionnelle a pris connaissance d'environ 
une centaine de dossiers. Des suspensions ont ete infiigees 
dans quelques cas. De toutes les plaintes re<;ues , une seule 
se rapportait directement au tarif. L'architecte vise dans 
ce dernier cas nous a produit un contrat ou figurait Je 
fameux 57'o : l'affaire a ete close. Est-ce a dire pour cela 
que to us les membres de 1' Association reclament des 
honoraires en accord avec les dispositions du bareme? 
Chacun est libre de penser ce qu'il veut. Plusieurs pre
tendent qu'ils se sont vu refuser !'octroi de contrats parce 
qu'ils demandaient "trap cher" en exigeant Je tarif. Quel
que temps s'ecoule et ils constatent avec amertume qu'un 
confrere, sans doute plus habile, a reussi a convaincre le 
client. S'ils s'ecoutaient, l'envie leur ferait faire des juge
ments temeraires. Par ailleurs , de !'avis de certains qui ne 
sont pas les mains haut grades dans I' AAPQ (sans malice 
pour les autres), le Tableau des honoraires n'est pas tenu 
en aussi haute estime par les architectes que la Bible par 
les Temoins de Jehovah. 
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Si tout ce qu'on rapporte et raconte n'est pas que faus
sete, il nous paralt qu'on ne peut laisser une situation 
semblable se continuer indefiniment. Si le Tableau n'est 
qu 'un tarif suggere qu'on montre au client pour lui don
ner une idee du cout de ses services professionnels, il 
faudrait le traiter de Ia sorte, com me le font plusieurs des 
Etats voisins. Par contre, si le taux determine est un strict 
minimum au-dessous duquel il est absolument impossible 
de faire un travail sans tromper Ia confiance du client, il 
faut voir tres serieusement a son application integrate. 

Lors de la rencontre initiate du nouveau Comite des 
recherches, M. John B. Parkin, de Toronto, a propose 
qu'on etudie d'une fa<;on generale si c'est possible de 
faire observer un tableau d'honoraires. Si la chose s'avere 
realisable, eh bien! il faudra prendre les dispositions pour 
faire respecter le Tableau par tous et en tout temps. Si 
par contre on conclut a la negative, il ne restera plus 
qu'a laisser tomber le reglement. Une loi qu 'on ne peut 
faire observer n'a pas sa raison d'etre. 

Des membres s'enquierent de temps a autre si 1' Asso
ciation adhere a un plan particulier d'assurance-hospita
lisation ou autre. Pour le benefice de tous les membres, 
nous rappelons notre lettre-circulaire de l'an dernier par 
laquelle nous a visions nos Membres que l' Association a 
adopte com me politique de n'endorser aucune compagnie 
ni aucun agent d'assurance, dans quelque branche que 
ce soit. Bien entendu, nos Membres ont tout loisir pour 
s'assurer individuellement aupres de toute compagnie 
d'assurance de leur choix. 

Le ler mai 1961 marque le depart de nos locataires 
du 1825 ouest, boulevard Dorchester, et le debut des 
travaux de renovation. Sous la direction de Jean-Louis 
Lalonde dont le Conseil a retenu les services, la propriete 
que !'Association a acquis en 1959 sera transformee en 
bureaux. Notre propriete consiste en deux batisses dont 
la maison principale, autrefois la residence du Senateur 
Rainville, abritera les services administratifs. Le Conseil, 
l'Executif et les Comites y tiendront leurs reunions . 
Quant a !'ancien garage double a l'arriere, surmonte de 
ce qui tout recemment encore etait un studio, il sert pre
sentement de glte a une famille. On discute !'idee de le 
convertir en club d'architectes. A cette fin on projette de 
consulter tous les membres au moyen d'un referendum 
qui se tiendra prochainement. D'ici la , les locataires de 
l'arriere ne seront pas deplaces, et les rencontres d'archi
tectes se feront dans la batisse principale. On se propose 
meme de servir des repas legers a ceux qui daigneront 
assister a des reunions de comite a l'heure du lunch. Le 
Cercle d'etudes egalement y transportera ses activites. 

Notre bail a !'edifice Birks expire le 30 septembre 
prochain, ce qui veut dire que les locaux de la rue Dor
chester devront etre prets a nous recevoir avant la fin de 
septembre. Meme si !'occupation d'une batisse rajeunie 
ne constitue pas un exploit remarquable de la part d'une 
association d'architectes, il faut tout de meme saluer cette 
transition comme une etape dans l'histoire de l'AAPQ et 
souhaiter que ces nouveaux quartiers permettent de mul
tiplier les rencontres et ainsi resserrer les liens entre con
freres. Jacques Tisseur 
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• Foot-Grilles only are dirt 

collectors. 

• Bolar's have been used success
fully thousands of times . 

• The quality of Bolar extends 

beyond the appearance. 

• Bolar grilles are made for 

keeps. 

• New designs. 

• Several materials. 

• Various combinations. 

BOLAR 
THE ORIGINAL 

FOOT -GRILLE 

BOLAR FOOT GRILL CO. LTD. 
4362 Forest Street Montreal North, P.Q. 
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CITY OF QUEBEC 

This month the Journal presents 

its annual issue on the RAIC As

sembly City. Of all communities 

in Canada, Quebec is one of the 

most attractive and members who 

have not previously had an op

portunity to visit the City will find 

much of interest in this presenta

tion, the material for which was 

selected and prepared by a com

mittee of the Quebec Chapter of 

the PQAA. The Journal is in

debted to Mr Philippe Cote, the 

Chairman, and the members of 

his Committee, Messrs Leopold 

Fontaine (F), Fernand Caron, 

Charles E. Lessard, Edouard Fiset 

(F) and Gilles Cote. We also wish 

to acknowledge the assistance of 

Quebec architects whose work is 

presented; of the Chateau Fron

tenac, and particularly of Mr 

Jacques Varry, Editor of Architec

ture-Batiment-Construction . 

VILLE DE QUEBEC 

Ce mois-ci, le Journal presente le 

numero consacre a Ia localite 

choisie pour l'assemblee annu

elle. De toutes les collectivites du 

Canada, Quebec est l'une des 

plus attrayantes et ceux de ses 

membres qui, jusqu'a present, 

n'ont pas eu !'occasion de Ia visi

ter trouveront dans ce numero un 

interet accru. La selection du ma

teriel et sa mise au point a ete 

faite par un comite de Ia societe 

des Architectes de Quebec et le 

Journal est redevable a M. Phi

lippe Cote, president du comite, 

ainsi qu'aux membres suivants: 

MM. Leopold Fontaine (F), Fer

nand Caron, Charles E. Lessard, 

Edouard Fiset (F) et Gilles Cote. 

Nos remerciements vont egale

ment aux architectes de Quebec 

dont les oeuvres sont represen
tees, a Ia direction du Chateau 

Frontenac et, en particulier, a M. 

Jacques Varry, Editeur de Archi

tecture-Batiment-Construction. 
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Model 48GT 
280 lbs. / hr. 
capacity. 
Door accepts 
large boxes. 
Self·supporting 
stack cuts 
installation 
costs. 

Other Portable 
Models 50 to 
500 lbs./hr. 
for burning 
waste in: 
Institutions 
Industrial 
plants 
Apartment 
homes 
Schools 
Supermarkets 
Hospitals 
Hotels, etc. 

Plibrico portable incinerators 

EASY to specify! 
EASY to install! 

Compact, prefabricated Plibrico incinerators are designed to fit most installa
tion sites without modifications. Right or left hand charging; top, side or front 
breeching outlets make it simple to hook up to existing stacks at minimum 
expense. Units are shipped knocked down for easy assembly where access to 
site is limited by narrow passages-factory assembled when space is no problem. 

Plibrico designs and manufactures a complete line of portable and field erected 
incinerators for institutional, industrial and pathological waste disposal. 

Send for FREE Catalog 63 giving complete 
data on portable and large field erected 

incinerators-or see Sweet's catalog. 

~~~ i )) 'l•i ., () INCINERATORS 

PLIBRICO (CANADA) LIMITED 

0 365 

Dept. 7, Box 10, New Toronto, Ontario 
Halifax . Montreal • Winnipeg • Vancouver 
REFRACTORY PRODUCTS • ENGINEERING • CONSTRUCTION 

COMING EVENTS 

May 3-7, 1961 
Canadian Conference of the Arts 

O'Keefe Centre, Toronto 

May 14-16, 1961 
17th Canadian Regional Conference 

Illuminating Engineering Society 
Queen Elizabeth Hotel, Montreal 

May 17-20, 1961 
RAIC 54th Annual Assembly 
Chateau Frontenac, Quebec 

July 3-7, 1961 
Vlth Congress 

International Union of Architllcts 
London, Eng. (Registrations, RIB A) 

July 17-18, 1961 
Massachusetts lost. of Technology 

Special Summer Program 
City & Regional Planning 

August 30-September 2, 1961 
Conference on Shell Structures 

Civil Engineering Dept, 
Technical Univers ity, 

Delft, Netherlands 

September 25-28, 1961 
1961 Industrial Building Exposition 

New York Coliseum, New York 
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HEAT PUMP 
New H ea t Pump Condition er 
combines the performance of a 
winter furnace and a summer air 
conditioner, all in one compact, 
easy-to-install unit . Now whole
house electrical heating and cooling 
are practical, t hanks to Fedders 
economi cal Heat Pump principle 
... extracts " natural" heat from 
outdoor air . 
When your plans call for the most 
modern heating system, specify 
Fedders . . . the "comfort con
di tioner" that makes all other 
systems obsolete ! 

Complete , compact, comfort condi tion ers 

FEDDERS 
AIR CONDITIONING 

division of 

GENERAL STEEL WARES LIMITED 
199 RIVER ST. 

TORONTO EM. 2-2981 
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Crane Ltd Toronto Showroom 
The Crane Company has opened a 

Toronto showroom located on the 
ground floor of the Union Carbide 
Bui lding at 123 Eglinton Avenue East. 

On display is the full range of plumb
ing fittings and equ ipment manufac
tured by Crane. The services of a full 
time information officer are also avail
able to members of the profession and 
the general public seeking additional 
details. 

Literature and specifications on all 
Crane equipment is avai lable upon ap
plication to Crane Ltd, 123 Eglinton 
Avenue East , Toronto, Ontario. 

<> 
Robertson Q-Air Floor 

This development wi ll add heating 
and air conditioning facilities to the 
present electrical ava il ability provided 
by Robertson Q-Floor. 

By eliminating the necessity for sus
pended secondary ducts, this system 
provides substantial economies in 
bui lding heights , material and labour. 
Although the literature is written 
around the dual-duct, high pressure 
principle, our material can be readily 
adapted to most air-conditioning sys
tems. For details write to Robertson
Irwin Ltd , Ham ilton , Ont. 

<> 
Rawlplug Products (Canada) Ltd. 

A two-page catalogue describing a 
variety of their fastening devices has 
been issued by Rawlplug Products 
(Canada) Limited. A short description 
of eight types of fasteners, including 
illustrations, uses, and sizes available, 
is given. 

Copies are available on request 
from: Rawlplug Products (Canada) 
Limited, 7320 Upper Lachine Road, 
Montreal 28. Que. 

<> 
Semi-Solid Partition 

Canadian Gypsum Company, Limi
ted has developed a semi-solid partition 
for residential use. 

The partition system consists of face 
layers of %-inch SHEETROCK gyp
sum wallboard applied to each side of 
8-inch wide ribs of l-inch gypsum core
board. Panels are nailed to wood floor 
and ceiling runners and laminated on 
the job to coreboard with PERF-A
T APE joint cement. All other parts are 
made of fireproof gypsum . Ribs are 
avai lable in a standard length of 71;2-ft , 
leaving room when in place for electri
cal conduit. Maximum partition height 
is 10ft. 

Detailed Products Guide 

An indispensible guide to regul ar 
users of concrete ad-mixtures, iron
armoured floor products, grouting and 
waterproofing material and other re
lated products in the Product Data 
Guide issued by the Master Builders 
Company. It provides information cov
ering the use of a ll Master Builders pro
ducts for improving concrete and other 
mason ry products. 

Write to The Master Builders Com
pany, Ltd , Toronto 15, Canada, for a 
copy of Bullet in X-1 (Canada) . 

<> 
CCBDA Publications 

The two 8-page CCBDA Publica
tions No. 2, "Soldered and Brazed 
Joints in Copper Tube" and No . 3, 
"Copper Drainage Tube DWV", are 
now avai lable in the French language. 
These French editions are des ignated as 
CCBDA Publications No. 2F, "Sou
dage et Brasage Des Tubes en Cuivre" 
and No. 3F, "Tube d'evacuation en 
cuivre de type DWV". All of these 
books are intended to be used as stan
dard references on the subj ect for those 
concerned with, or interested in , the use 
of copper tube. 

The F rench and English ed itions are 
available without charge, from the 
Canadian Copper and Brass Develop
ment Association, 55 Yonge Street, 
Toronto, Ontario. 

<> 
Thin-Gauge Elastic Flashing 

Development of a thin-gauge flexible 
sheet for through-wall flashing and 
membrane waterproofing has been an
nounced by Dow Chemical of Canada , 
Limited. 

Trademarked Saraloy 200, the lower 
cost of the product makes it practical 
for most waterproofing and flashing 
applications that do not involve direct 
sun light. The new material is designed 
as a companion product to Saraloy 400 
elastic flashing which Dow Canada in
troduced in 1959. Saraloy 200, with a 
nominal thickness overall of J1'2nd inch , 
is described by Dow as a tough , flexible 
sheet, finely embossed on one side to 
provide mechanical key ing action in 
mortar joints. 

Saraloy 200 is avai lable in rolls 36 
inches wide, weighing approximately 
50 pounds and containing 200 square 
feet of material. A four-page illustrated 
pamphlet on physical data, recom
mendations and specifications of the 
product is available from Dow Chemi
cal of Canada, Limited, Plastic Sales 
Division , Sarnia, Ontario. 
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