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COPPER NECKLACE

Pauline Havard

Her necklace, coiled upon the table, hissed,

It seemed. Did it not belong to one who missed

The true meaning of life—the giving of

Gentleness and a large proportion of love?

Instead, its wearer practised a creed of spite

And vengeance. The copper necklace hissed all right:
Possessed a killer’s eyes and hidden fangs,

I'm sure! I see the owner in glasses, bangs

Awry from a nervous hand brushing her brow.

Still warm from her neck—I dare not touch it somehow,
This necklace; I feel the evil plainly here

From one whose presence leaves a taint of fear.



