USES AND ABUSES OF HISTORY"

J. BARTLET BRrEBNER

ANYONE who has paid at all elose attention to developments
during the past fifteen or twenty years must

hn noticed that there has been a marked revival of interest
history in the Maritimes. In many ways Dr. J. C. Webster's

ed retirement from Chicago to Shediae personifies it, for

16 has been since 1919 a principal agent in ereating the Public
ves of Nova Scotia, in making the Museum at St. John one

a very small number of regional museums in the world which

leet the history as well as the nature of their environment,

arvoy of Nova Scotia provides another instance,
by reason of his excellent account of the French regime in
Edward Island and his many published works, or in the
ul encouragement which he has given to the work of other
Both of these men, particularly Dr. Webster through
achievements at Beausejour and Louisburg, have brought the
1o life and memory by their yeoman services on the Historic
ud Monuments Board.
 haye been others at work as well. A research scholar

lled to it Professor A. G, Bailey, who has followed up
rkable book on the early interplay of Indian and Euro-
'vl of life with some valuable articles on the period of
ration, and who is at present busy on an investigation

il give us a better idea of how the St. John Valley has
wh.m.m mdly One of our present research students

bit trying to do the same sort of thing for

: of |hl St. Cronx Valley, American and Canadian, at

then, us you know, throughout this Province the news-
‘periodicals have been giving space o the findings of

of the local past as Professor W. B. Kerr, Miss
 W¥ousnders' Day addrem st the Universily of New Branevick ¥
markabie cxapieat Poliava, itho Uieai

another
2, W, M. Whitelaw, The Maritimes and Canada before Confodsration (Torunto, 1920)
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Louise Mauny, Mrs. Maxwall, Mrs. Vesey, and Mrs. Wiighl
An even wider circle of readers, all over the English-sp

. world, has been mdmg something like the history of ‘he M
times in novels. Evelyn Baton revived the romance of the
Aouiaci ' 18 54 Jol and 8 PoFt Royal, T. H. Raddall us
the dilemma of “the neutral Yankees" of Nova Scotia during
the American Revolution, in the best historical novel which the
Maritimes have produced; Cyril Harris, Kenneth Robah,
and others devoted their talents to the Loyali
MacLennan brought us all up short by his excellent, nnvel Abonl
Halifax at the time of its great disaster during the War of 1914,

So much for the past twenty years. May I say that it was.

about time that there was such a revival, and add that we still
have no satisfactory complete history of any of the Maritim
Provinces? That, I presume, is why President MacKenzio hag
been using so many public oceasions at this University for ple
ing the cause of history. At any rate, when students at my Un
versity ask for dependable histories of the Maritimes, they
10 be told that there is a good treatment of this or that part of
the stary, but that there is no use seeking for such things as
thorough and dependable account of the Loyalist e

Brunswick, or the respectable antiquity of the tourist busine
The list of unanswerable questions could be made a long o
You may reply *What of it or as ons of my briende

accustomed to say “To hell with the history. What's the pr

problem includes a lot of history, even if it is disguised.
do you ladies choose one tradesman instead of another, and y
gentlemen look searchingly into the past of your associates
employees? Why is every advance in science and techno

p_vriencus? Why is the Russm or the United

that we aro strongly tempted to give up trying to think
out, and to relapse into chanting the comfortable form
“History repeats itself”. But since that escape is such a
one, we might btter ask ourselves tonight why it is that

have always busied and puzded themselves with
effort to recreate the past.
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1t you ask that question of the curator of any great library or
of archives, a mad gleam will come into his eyes and

tell you: “Bocause we are ancestor-worshippers”. He
then submerge you in statistios of the visitors and letter-
s he had to l'lnl wm; last year, each of whom was in stub-

many ancestors each of us has had, and how few

d human beings have existed, you will understand
ians and t0 be alittle mi

answer which you may get from someone else is that the

Mﬂlmt in other words, you may come upon an anti-

antiquarianism is the cherishing of objeets and
f iho pust merely becuuss they are old, but obviously
colored by the kind of self-satistaction which

Mfmmy ‘or backward, or stupid, and aren’t

52" The best form of antiquarianism is hardly

&t all, for it amounts to the search into the past

iy, in objects or in human character, which is truly

and satistying pictures of themselves,
race, town, their province, and their country.
search for the comforting, heartening myth. An
1y hhﬂﬁuwmu the student of the New
lly refuses to think about

n m went back to the United States as
ey did so.

n order to discover how ﬁmy have come
of eourse, this quest ean hardly

n whether he regards New
o that Commission ns history or as

‘can be all of these things—
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genealogy, antiquarianism, myth, explanation of the present—
the answer ought to be “Yes". History is everything and
nothing. Ite materials are everything that has ever happened,
and yet, in many fields, it may also be little more than a way of
putting some oceurrences and things together so as m construet
foundations for present knowledge and future ac

For instance, it is an appalling thought that, thanks to our
ability to shut our ears and minds to what is going on around us,
there must be nearly as many histories of this group of persons
during this meeting as there are persons here. There cannot
be ono of s, myself included, whm thoughts have not strayed
at least once since 1 began to speak. A life-time would not be
long enough to write the mory of this gathering up to this
‘moment in terms of all our inner and outer experiences since it

, and, if we earried the history on to what each of us while
here has decided to do tomorrow and to what he actually does,
it would need eternity. That seems to bring us hard up against
the question as to what kind of historical enquiry is mm.h the
trouble.

Suppose we consider again, and this time consider as a
progression, the kinds of history already mentioned. The
enealogist may he merely silly and vain, but if he does his work
exactly and well, if he does not proceed on the principle of in-
cluding great-uncle Ned because he married the fifth duughter of
the second cousin of a baronet, and of leaving out great-aunt
Ellen because she eloped with a horse-trader from Maine, he
can do frue service to others. He may, as I shall suggest later,
contribute to a beneficial, mwmlna myth, but in any ease his
researches can save the serious historian a great deal of time-
consuming work. Every great library contains endless volumes
of pious histories of families and small regions, which in them-
selves convey little or no understanding of past or present, but
whose contents in skilled hands can give life and substance to
broader studies and occasionally even yield insight into obscure
historical processes. Recall how often illegitimate birth can help
to explain the otherwise inexplicable careers of men who were
mysteriously favored in obseurity or who attained fame by efforts
beyond those of ordinary men.

The antiquarian can make contributions to history in the

ways. He can hearten us in present circumstances by re-
vunlm‘ ‘what our predecessors have undergone, and he can make

the cireumstances of their lives by preserving the obje
which they used. You in New Brunswick are most fortunate.
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that your Provincial Museum has been brought te its present
state by a succession of persons, since Gesner a century ago, who
have been strongly actuated by a sense of history, whether geo-
hpu.l history, or nlluml mmry or social history. But not
museums are yours, and some of them achieve
mn. i e hy frot iy
The best example of the unexpected result which comes to

~mind is the museum at Stanford University in Calfornia. It
eontains all the memorablo objects in the lives of Mr. and Mrs.
Leland Stanford and of their son Leland Stanford Jr., even to
one of the first locomotives of the Central Pacific Railroad which
the foundstion of the Stanford fortune. The Stanfords had
travelled widely, and had collected expensive souvenirs on the
imy. The University itselfl was opened in 1891 as a memorial or
Ibnvu-lx of their son, who died at seventeen. The museum was of
intended to be an agency for educating the people of
ia, but it became instead o monument to the Stanfords
da pdwt, if unconscious, reflection of the tastes of & self-
d erican millionaire during the Gilded Age. One would
nd a Californian student there to look at the Egyptian
for instance, He could do better in books or in properly

ted collections. But I cannot think of a more powerful

nent for conveying to any student an intimato senso of

iser

It is Bar Harbor, Newport, old Fifth

Saratoga Springs, and Alexandria Bay rolled into one,
many a touch of “Innocents Abroad"” as well,

The word “myth" used to carry with it merely the meaning

Indeed, it is only during the past generation or so

wo have uommnnly given it broader values, thanks largely

tings of G

dy i Reftectins on Vislenc, one of the most influential
me. He died in 1922.” He was essentially o mora-

perversion, however, his book became an armory for
s of communism, and first Italian, and then German,
used .u ideas as weapons, with characteristic cynicism

mh-tmh\m however, is in his great contribution
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to soeial theory—the idea of the “myth”, To Sorel, the moti
force for moral regeneration muat lie in & myth. *“Men who
participating in & great social movement always picture
coming action as a battle in which their cause

h'"

revolutions.
end of his life, he transferred his faith from the syndiealist mytl;

to the myths of Christianity. The point to be made here is that
he has taught us to realize quite generally that we all shape ou
aetions in the present partly in terms of myths which we havi
inherited from, or ereated about, the past. These myths are no
necossarily true, in fact, they are seldom even moderately sccun
ate, but they represent what we like to think happened, and

lovingly weave them into & garment of protoction ugainst the
stormy present. No one, for instance, can write the history

New Brunswick satisfactorily if he does not deal faithfully wit
the living myth of the Loyalista as well as with their reality.

for the more searching process of discovering how the past
built up the prosent. Countless efforts have been made to d
lineate this noble and diffielt kind of history, but it occurrod
me that you might welcome instead tonight a portrait of *

icago business men who form the Newcon
Society. His subject was “The Judgment of History on Amerie
Business”, and he said:

The good historian, like good non-historisns, has o dual faith
he believes in the oderly eontinuity y, and he

in recording and sr
the documents with which

m
s o st o every participant, know the
17, E. Hulme, translator, Beiesins on Violence, (New York 1041) b
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and intellectual, within which tbt situation is

grasp the
Itis dal\‘unlb enough for a hnpr wdny, fm-
lhAl wuﬂd

ust constantly’ d
He must be lawyer and minister both, politi-
And then he st put evieyhing
hn!n togother, understand an entire as it moves
¢ past ime, oome o num-\nmm sbout the
i in 1t and wh 1t changed s it did, and wrte 1t down
ly enough, teadably enough. to rigts pnbl.\lhud and to gt
e o vonder that grat hictorians, vho ean do

pmdunxs America has pn‘d\meﬁl in its
umn years as & nation many good soldiers,
noyelists lndMnnm men but few good historians.”

would agree that the professional historian, as Dr.
mhm.knhrcrylmm‘h«mteur unless the
adopts professional

s and ean somehow find

mnnh historians of the past were
mﬁh&'bbonm Parkman, or the
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be put into print. Give them professors of history who will
teach them the strict discipline of historical method, and who will
see to it that they know how to discover and to corroborate and
to use the ongm\ source materials upon which alone authentic
history can be based. your professors of logic and of
English, so that the students’ exposition will be coherent and
their expression will be both exact and winning.

Then we must resign ourselves to the fact that good history
takes a lot of time and money, as well as exhaustingly hard work.
For example, only some of the materials for New Brunswick
history can be found in New Brunswick. The basic collection
of them for the period before 1867, and much later material,
are in the transeripts from European archives which are colleeted
in the Public Archives of Canada at Ottawa. Another great
collection, even for the period after New Brunswick became a

-ate Province in 1784, is in the Public Archives of Nova
Scotia, and there are valusble source m.mmh in Maine, in

the American Society at Worees-
ter, the John Carter Brown Library at Providence, the Hunting-
ton Library at Pasadena, the Clements Library at Ann Arbor,
and in the Library of Congress. Even if one decided that Cana-~
dian and American collections of transcripts, books and photo-
graphic copies made  trip to Europe unnecessary, he would have
to cover a good deal of North America before he could write
confidently and well about New Brunswick.

Perhaps this occasion justifies reference to my own exper-
ience. I have written two books of Maritime Province history
on the hasis of all the source materials which I could discover to
exist, Each of them took all the time which I could spare from
my teaching responsibilities, and most of my vacations, for
about five years. The second of them covered only twenty-
three years in the history of what was then the unimportant
colony of Nova Seotia, and it could not have been done even in
five years, if my university had not given me a half-year's leave
absence, and if my colleagues had not assigned to my use, in liew
of salary, the income from a trust fund which was in their gift,
And yot wo shall need large numbers of detailed studies of brief
periods in separate regions before anyone ean confidently weave
their findings together into comprehensive histories of these
Provinees.

Therefore you must support your historians. They need
fellowship and travel expenses so that they may both stady
under fresh masters and work in the great collections of souree
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Teda truo o say that during recent yours the great
i and 1l

oim, and Rocketaer have been doing far

ink that some years ago
rmmm prf)vlded the funds for the Royal

d ibility, but that, in spite of
hugo fortunes which had been, or were being, amassed in this
pinion at,the timeof the experiment, Canadians did not live
p 10 those hopes.
m-uy. you must encourage your historians by buying their
d repelled

larship. Here, of course, true history is

tario. True historians can and do colleet in-

ly lights, but they do not profess to he historians when

héy plead special eauses. That is the business, and the reputable
u be it suid, of lawyers and politicians.

&wo-e then, that you can find keen and industrious

il are prepared o support the publication of their fin
if you do not instinetively weleome them. What kind of
aimed at? What esn make this arduous

Suiapeita worth whils?_ Certainly not mece gansalo-

New Hr\mswluk s history helpful to you and siz-

it to others, it must be writton in terms of what was going
rest of the world about the same time. This Province
pooples huve never been isolated or anachronistie, no

what bad historians have told you. They have been part
Atlautic world for four centuries, and they have heen an
part of the continental Dominion of Canada since

7 Wd:d the late M. L. Hansen have to study New Brun
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wick history in order to be able to writo his three great books
o n'umcmn in North American bistory?! Becauso empty
0 to New Brunswick ports ing immigrants
5o the Britah Ties, vome of whom myed heca, bt more ok
whom trans-shipped to the American vessels which here.
for gypsum and carried back deck-passengers as well. Why
were the best sets of Great Lakes lumbermen's reminisconces

written by New Brunswickers?* Bocause Isaac Stephenson and.

there he is at the meeting point, the point of comparison, betw
the movements which have taken form in French Catholic Quel
and in Scottish and Irish Catholic Antigonish.
You might all be interested in reading the report of a con-
ference of educators from the Maritimes and New England whi
the Carnegie Endowment enabled President Arthur Hauek
hold at the University of Maine in 1938 1 wish that you mighi
also read the report of a less
representing the same area, which the Rockefeller Foundation!
Leld at Rookland, Maine, in 1942. You would probably conclude

common outlook which contains explicit common surviv
from the past, and which reflects common attributes of the
present and expectations of the future. There are marked diff
ences within it as well, but there is, nevertheless, a perceptibl
over-all pattern of culture and behaviour.
The historian of New Brunswick, then, might gain an initi
advantage by placing his findings and his thoughts in that
regional framework, but he ought to east his net still wider
order to provide setting within the rest of Canada and the Unil
States and Furope as well. 1 onee discovered that a famous di
built in the Trinity Alps of California by placer-miners, alth

Tha Attaatle Arigration (Cambicke. 1040). The Mingline of he Cumadion
Qoo i (5 Sy, S50 S oty o 1 Avecan ety

e Lt b % Libersean 1
3.8 L. Morrew (sd) Gdurationl Probiems In Canadlan-American
(Orono. Matne. 1030)
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known as “the Arkansaw Dam”, was actually constructed by
Ne ! New i have been. i

ew 0 men
in death to all the world’s oceans and have been buried in
Canada’s battle cemeteries in South Afriea and wherever the
Wars of 1914 and 1939 have been waged. And, if New Bruns-
‘wickers have emigrated from the Province throughout its history,
immigrants have continued to come in as well, whether by ex-
 pansion from Quebec or by migration from Europe. .

In other words, New Brunswick's history gains in signifi-
Garice, to New Brunswickers and to others, by every relationship
- which can be established with larger history. On’ strictly utili-
tarian grounds, for instance, if you know the experiments and

periences of others in other regions somewhat like your own,
in regions which are held in similar relationshi ou will
the best measuring-rods for the determination of policy,
ther it b road-building and afforestation, or workmen's
tion and old age pensions.

 and why it should not be parochial or provincial. When
came to power in Germany, they systematically imprisoned
killed good historians and burned their books. As they
ded into Austrin, Czechoslovakia, Poland, and other
tries, they continued to do the same thing. Their shallow
their corrupt mythology, and their debasement of the
values which their victims cherished, simply could
stand exposure 1o the yard-sticks of judgment which honest

which we know all enlightened states have undertaken.

whather of race or of tradition, seem potent for the
et hecause they warm men’s prejudices, hut they are
itions of sand, as Italy has discovered alrendy and as
ny and Japan are learning fast. We need something more
) build on, whoever we are, and dependability can come
truth, even when it is disquieting truth. Some of

E . 8. - The 5 of the Canatan an
oL B0 a4 3. B esboer. The Minglng o the Canadien and American
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that truth ean be obtained from studying the present at home
and abroad, but a little thought will convince you that the largest
ropaction ccmes from exsoh sad sndersianding knoviadg o of
the past. Call on your historians, therefore, and
as generously as you can. Rend their writings eritically, bt oq
prepared to change your notions in all bonesty if you are pro
wrong. Insist that they place whatever history they write within
its appropriate external setting. The reward will be that you will
not only know how you and your Province and your region and.
your country have come to be what they are, but you will also
have a clear idea of how your efforts at improvement compare
with what people in other parts of the world have been doing in
order to cope with much the same problems as your own.




