
LETTERS OF LADY MARY 
WORTLEY MONTAGU· 

W. J. Sru:a 
Many .. r l.aJJ ~lary'• k-tt&n~ .-1'!11 .. ntten to her ..:ster, 

tlwo t'ount.. .. r :\tu 11"b<l1rllll livinlt in Puis in poor health a.nd 
low spirit., and wen: intf'tldl'd to ~he& hor up and amuse her. 
PW lbieplll'JI(>IIt!II'QIIIIipW'ld;<'llldaiabout th~·ir~lua.intMoelwM 
t.hoorh&kll.ll'.andnod<luhtwlll!,well&daptOO -atut.enot&clu
~vlllyi'Onfhwdt<.J thnl'lf'rrepontBortheei,h Woenthce.utury. 'l'he 
picotllftl, hijrhly rulou!'fd 11nd not -.lwaya aocurate. thaL we get 
Ill bi~rb London ..:x·il'ty in the timtw of the ft/'ljt two Ooorg01, 
..-...bJt.t that of the ltiddy years of the H81klration, &ad is 

=-~~~~ '!:.~:;·;: ~~n! ~nc~~~i:r ~= ;-:~:/~~~,~~ 
'I'D& iD Ule 11:1&111 it il trnl", i~ oonftnn!!d by such oontemporary 
.-.at. M tiM Jourot<ob of J,qrd IJ""*M· Yet len we get a 
dWGned .W.. of t;llj1ti&h life 1111 a whole in th- dooades, ;, is 
..U to I"'''DffniMc-r thiarauUon of Mr. 'furborville's: 

:"><>Lhiqtuatul•-ellllll'rtb..nt<IUIIKI:•'"''''Iheo\to!inquelll'illil 
vfth•·luliL••B&Iolv\O<Jr\o.l. ltlin,;in thehno~!ight;ilhuth~mean• 
ud tbP itlb.o10· f.,r di~tl)llli"n. and th~ douut~ L>f t!J mk• and il.l 
laduot.,frl<>uhtfull'f'I•Ut&ti"n"'iUinnriAhlytff<'i'·omon~than 
a fair'"""' ,f&ILH•Io<>tl, ou lhM lh~reil alw~.l'~ u.dan.ger(lfeonfu&-
11111"-u"nuai'Oith th~P%C<P.Ii•mal. Whihtm~~ol<inll'lhiavrovilo, 
<>Pfmu•\aold \!oat tlo~nohility ~~ tht'tlo011<'1f \.ll(llll\'Cnteenth 
-luryand tilooo!Muinlj'ofth~~~~rht""nth onPI!Id,..lan.th...,rhigh 
l"""'t~u/n.kN 

Snmeulthfl~tten~toherai,terjl'iveabrightpi\'tureofthe 
py aDd a.rtin•life sbll•lllleading. One 'IITitl.<'n juat after 
-mt bume fn•m the lrftlll\ ball gi,-cm on the birth-night of the 
Pri- !If Wal• run~; "'lly bnl.i.n 11'atmed with all thfl &grell:llbla 
W... !.bat IIDP l"lotbl'f. line ~nt.k>men, britk tunell, and lively 
U.. ea11 rei. lhl'rfl • t'irtit, you mua~ kno" that I led up 
lb. haJI. wbkob you'll alll~ at; but what ia more, I believe in 
IQ~ImlldPoneofthebt!•tfi.Jrure~~there;tolllytruth, 
~.,.. cro•n 110 ntra,·agantly ugly that wo old beautii!OI 
.,. fort"'ld oul "n ahQW' d.a.y~ to keep the (.'()!If\ in ~ouut<'nance" 
&. IJIIIIII a anod •lt'IIJ nf tim~ in tha uddl... Mr. Wortley had 
bourhta houa~~ at TaiPkPnham, 11nd ~he wriW of riding between 
that \1llac•and L:-nl'l"" Jl('I"!Je\Ual!y on a hor.o "•uperior too any 
~ aniaoal. h• Wing wit.hnut a fault". Sho took UJI 
.._,.hiUI\ilqfand1<rr<>W,'"Iha.n!arrived to~a.tOOUr&li911nd•kill 
tal UJ, 1111'1 am a..• "1'11 pl('afl'd 'llilb it 111 11ith tbe Ae(JUi&tion 
ol a MW' llflltl': hi• Royal Hi~hn- hunU in Richmond Park, 

~-.. -,~---
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Mdimakeoneoftlull.oeaumomkinhist.rain". Anotherglimp!!t 
nt social acti~·ity is afforded by th<l remark: "We have aSII(lmbliet 
for every day in the week h-esidCI! court, OJ)(lr1\.9, and masquerades: 
with youth Md money "t.is certainly possible to be Wllll diverted 
in spite of malice and ill-nature". In faet, in some mood~ hl'f 
content Wll.l! so complet-e that ~he could write. "Iflif<l could bl 
alway! what it is, I believe 1 have 110 much humility in 1111 
temper I could be oontented without anything better tha1 
this tv.-o or three hundred years; bnt ~tlas! 

Dullne..,, anrl wrinkles. and disease. mu•t comt'. 
And age. and death"~ irren>cable do;>Om."' 

But the sun did not !llways Mine; there were dark day1. 
Ooo&!!ionallyitwasastrokeotill-fortnnethat.oausedtltegloom. 
11.11 when >llte beca•ue invulvOO in a nasty affair eonnooted with 
speculation in South Seaai.O<'k, or 10o·hon her son ran awayfroQI 
,chool~~ond began his strange way'II·Rl'd caroer. Her cynicim 
and contempt for mankind in the mass led to the old ery, 1'am/a1 

•·oni/olum, as when she began orw letter, ''This is a vile world. 
dear sister ... one is stifled with a certain mixture of fool 
and knave that m os~ people aro oomposOO of"'. At another time 
she wrotll, '"I own I enjoy vast delight io the folly of mankind; 
and,Godllllpraised,thatisanint>xhanstibleso~ofcnter
tainruent" .• -\noddexpreo;ilionofh<;lrcynicismisthiseomparison· 

lti•m\"e!li llhli,ht·dopioionthatthisglobeofoursi~nobl-t~ 
tban 11 Hoil11nd ch<'<'ae. and the wt>lkt rs &bou t in it mit.PI. I 

J~":ie~~!;ll~,!~~yi~hg~~nae<>~!~ ;;.~~~a:.~~~~~~t!~f"hafl~/~t~~ 
Her satirieal description of the eom]mny in WC~~tminster Hal 
at iheroronation ofOeorge ii is too long t.oquote. 

Holding such views of the ma~~ of hocr fellow mortU, 
endowed with a sharp tongue and a facility for ""Titing Hltiriell 
verses.andlittleregardfulofthefeclingsofothers.ofoo~ 
she made enemies. Though the verse!l were rarely publiob .. 
by ihe author, but were either passod in ma.nul!eript from b 
to hand, or prinWd by someone's well designed indise~ 
Lady .:\lary WAA croditcd with the writing of a numbf>r of th 
nnd indoedofmoretban ~h<lhad anything to do with. She 
hersist<lrof"'aballadtbatissaidorsun~~:inruosthou560! ..• 
which hru; been laid fil"!!tly to Pope and l!(lC()ndly to me, w 
God kno~~o-s we have neithM of us wit enou~~:h to make it'". 
also tells of beilll:" in disgriL<!<l "'·ith a la.dy because "she f 
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m1 She au\hur or ..,.,Uor of t wo vile lw.!lnd~ whieh I am 
10 iuoolmt of that I never u.w them". 

Batol.U-qUIT't'lJthema.tfamou• WM that 11dth Pope. 
B•ud Ltd;J liU"J" had 1--. wwm fri••nrls. and he had written 
~ W... to hw pror.-n~ roma.n\ij< auaebml!nt. But they 
-.... wlnapd, aad be Plade aatiri~:al rclerenct)ll to h!!r in 
... ,_. euJmiMdq in ID OUit'a!Ct"'>U~ attMk in linea lOO groM 
lo ...... 8be M d Lord Huvey, ~~o·ho had al.$0 !)(>en the object 
ol U.. poet'• atire, Nt&liatOO in a vigorous per>;Onftl lampoon. 
u.-17 wbea there ia a ~ont<"St in throwing mud *l1ue of ii 
.... aDd th«t! i1 Utile doubt that Lady )Jary't l"(>putation 
.. end. aad atillJ>uft'tn, from the~ ~landE.'rs of thi1 elever, 
W&W, IQIIrl1lputou. poet 

11 11 DOt Alrprio.inl[ W llnd ooupled with a l!tll'lain han1n81111 
iaW..&area brilliancy that. ~hiuing n<Jt too brightly, manifests 
..., m ..... qy:illg8. novel ~nM"alizution~. pithy, ft~noifu l 
•lnllllal,_b, Whi.'D hl'r ><i~te:r wrolt• in a rr!oomy vlli.n, 
"-MUJ Nplied, ·• 'Tis only the ~pl~·n that give. you thO!MI 
.... : 10'1..., bave maDJ' deli~e"htful days to oome, and then 
Y ...w..,-. ..JirtM" '" k loo ll'"' lu bt l«lppw''· Ou telling 
ola....U.CIII&I'ria«to\hat ~he thinbquite.uruuitablo she 
-b: "But whereara p~~<>pl11 mall'htld.r I supJIO"' w&shall 
.U .,..ritMinH~~~tovt'n;&~~inaoountrydnn"ethehaodsare 
........,. rivm Uld taken 'll'hile thl'y ar" in motion, at la~t all 
.... u..is'p!II'Uu!nwhenthejigi•done",·{'<;!rtainlyaquoor 
bit ol ~- She ri''l'><- f'l('<'at~ional Jriimp'>E!fl of feud~ 
......_ )Id;. ~ birh 11<~eial ~bndin,. Of the mu~ieal enter-
.._ .. ,iveo bJ the yuung nul'he"" of Marlhorough ~he 
.n-."Bat.Oeaad l arenotintbatd~oooffriendshipW 
Mw IIN ohea iavit.i: we l'ontinllo to~'(! one annth4•r like two 
Jlltlt wbu 1ft ~ved to ha\41 with eivility". Jn all\llher 
...... .U Wit. that their arquam\&1\l'llill ha.'·" boon doing 
.._.,.. ud .t.upeudola thilllC'""· aud ~hi! think~ they are 
..,_ ...... "t..b' 11~ and Lady Uri-t.<.>l ha>e I)UJUT('lled 
Ill .. a patitii~Da~~Der that they ha•·e ~"en nn.- another all 
it~ liMit-~~~ btoltoQd amonil't the ladies at Billin~ 
'f/lllli' BM ....r- that lhe ln\'llll ll~&llery though ~hA, does 
......... I& adilll\ed: "l am in Pf'!'f1'l"t health. and hoor it 
... 111GkWt.lr&llua..,.. l didinmylif!'.wh.iehisoneofthoee 
..... ~ p.d.1o h--.r". IWportin!l tbat •hi' flnda life 
...., ............ )MilOO>Ophil,... -1 1) lakl' eam to improve 
• ... 11 pollible l!lat •\ark of unity and l'redulity th11t 
a.v.la hi_,- bu tumiahed rn~ with; being ..el\.llible that 
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tothl!liClwoqualitil'll,sim(lleastheyappear,nll thotJ!e&l!u:res 
of lifo are owing". Often wh~n l"f!tailing 110mo bit of gu:;!!ip 
~he 1!(1(>1! 110 with a ~ally 'r;"it that cause~~ it to ~tiok in tho memory 
!.hough the penonMconeernOO are i!OOII forgotten. rorinstance, 
hcl"f! ie her acoount of 11.11 odd lovo afl'air: 

The fi .. l of th.,.. )&diL·· io t<'nderly 11\~~ll.-d to th f>oolitr 

!t':;..i'!';1:~Y~~f. ",h:.k u'~. ~ ~~ :~.>,• h!,~b'1{,~ !~~~~;.~:!~7~~: 
1nd he hall an arno th.t.t In· •·annot mo\-~. I w,.h I eould 1cnd 

•:.~ ... ~= r:..'i~~~~~n~'n:.~i· .... ru~~il\~~~\~! : .• ::~~~~~q~~.h~} 
the nahralli!l• 

And tlUa is her<"yniealrmoounccmi!ut of 11. recent wedding: 

.~for u~•· th~ la•t •••·<hiUI.I{ i~ tluu of I'«< l'dharu. and I 

~~ln!·~· :u':~~;:.~~":...-~.:L:':~b~~ i.N':r'b:.~'. b:~r~':.i~ 
a~:r ..-.... u at fartll\'>1. and ll.<'<'l>rt!Lngly ~M hu boNl 010 gOJoOd a 
hou~wifc to lille lwr .,t<Jdma-doth~ •·uh bla('k 

But ahe made a bad Jrll~~the husband Jived nearly fiCty year. 
longer. 

IV. To llER DALmnt;n ~·,,oM Iv.u 178fl-1762. Aot, ~9-73 

During the lattl'r part of hl'r life Lady )!My livod abroad, 
inthesouthoff'ra.neoaUL.Iiu~orth('rultaly,while~lr. Wortley 
remained in En~land attend ing !(! hill parliamentary dutit!ll 
nnd amassing a fortune .• \ppiU'I'Dtly there w1111 no qu&rl'(>l 
between them; they kept 1111" OOIT'Ci!pundenee and eaeh showed 
J'@glLrd for the welfare and hapJ)inOM of lh11 other. but they 
werell<'tter friend~ ~~ot a distnnce. ta.dy ;\1ary't henlth had not 
been lfQO(I, ~he oompl11incd of the eold and dnmp of England; 
her spirits "fa.!Wred in the rni~t", and hl'r thoughts turned with 
longinll' to the eharm~ of the ltnP 10rts !lUll the •un~hine of Italy. 
Moreowr. her sharp tongtLP and Mtirieal pen !lad made enemies, 
•·hilt• the ma.lirious &tt&('k~ of Pope111~ ..,-('IIIUiherown indi~ 
lions had injured her reputation; 110 that instead of being admired 
and ~!.tiered ,he found hE>!'III'lr theobjeetof dislikeand Ctlllllure. 

Ahl'l'going forsomey{IRI'Ii from one plaee to ~~onother in 
Southern Europe,fhO&Cltloddowu in a village by oueofthe Italian 
lakee in Yenetian territory. Here iu <"arly old ago, IUISOCiating 
for them01t part with elderly people, living a quiet life in the 
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l'(lnutry, ronwte fr<mL EngliAh weicty. she wrote W beor daught1'r, 
the Countf!l!& of HUll', d~riptiona. IIUOCdot~.,., and reflection! 
l'(l!llparatively frre from sueh !(!andalllll that with 11·hieh &he 
bad enterta.inrd h('r sifiter. The»e lcllf'n from Italy areg.:oner
ally ranked with thOilC from Turk('y u the OOtit SPf!Cilll('ILS of 
Lady Mary's epilltolary art. Th"Y are ;;implt, ~puntanoou•, and 
direct: tha animated monologm'" of a woman with n ,·i~~:orou~. 
welktored mind, 'll'ide I'X])I!'rien('o of thf' 1L'orld. inll•n'lllt«l in 
lll.lDY thinl,'B. at~pocially iu IX"'ple and bookR. 

l..ivelydlli!Criptioo!ofher hou>*.hL•r~~:an:len.h1'r\-illagE", 
ller neighbonn. prominent ltaliiWM she met. Ho~~o'tld from her 
pen. Sb~ bought 1:111 unfini~h('l! palace on l..ake hoo, and, IIJI 

thf're li'IUL not enough I(I'(IUnd with it tu make a e:arden, 8he 
obtained 1~on of o. nenr-by ,·ineyard, the farm houre on 
which 5he6ttod upuai>Ort nf~o.umm1'tf'Otl~. A deta.ilOO 
t~C«~Uilt of her manner of life. "whirh i~ as regular aa that of 
a monasu:>ry'' flll8 one letter: 

I ~ttu~llyl'l...,atllt,aLhil~> "nullu.,·ebro&kfi.'IL<'d. 
pulmy"('lfattllf h•·ad of my ..,..._,d~r •cnm~n sod Yurk '1\'ilh thtn> 
hllnllit'. I th~n in•J)t'el my •l~ory and l,&.k,. a turn amon~ JU_V 
lJOUI!r)' At ~lno·n l!'do1·k I relin.' to m~· bookw. .\t 
t•·nn l ron.•tallllythne.and ,Jet·Jiafurdinn<-r hllal.Joul tbl'f'o'. 
lthr": M'll<lf_vr_wnw u! •m· ol!! l>tLO'I-.L.o, ftUd ~itlo~r p_lay ~~ ptQU<·t 
or Yhit\ utL ·~'" ronl """UJI:h I•• gt.> out. On~ •·n-u•n~e: I "·alk w 
my "ond ... tnke th" ftlt Qll hoT>oo·bMk th """·anti gv no th~ 
n1rrtht-tbil'd 

!Ult!addr.,"Ioonf('Ml!'(JtMtime~~wiohforalittleeonvcn~ation". 
Elhe often 11t·rote eharllet.er d .. et<-he~ er out.o;tandiug Italians 

whom 1be had rnt't. '!'hero Wall the good old Doge or Venice. 
who had bcfri<'udOO h1't, and of 11hom she ~;~~id. "Authority 
~ool'li"'obltinhitn.no<>newiahedit.leMsexeepthimsel!''. 
Then there WD.B CIU'dinnl Quermi with hi~ literary ambition, 
that lf'd hint lO publii!h LI(IH'ml volumeo~ a year for fifty yean. 
•Iilo.-..., a~ thi~ time enga.gffi on a I'Oiuminousnutnhiography: 
"He~"" from the moment of hi11 birth. and telh ua that in 
tbt day be made •ueh extraort.linary f&ef'B (that) the mid
wif~. ~hambennaida, and nul'$el all ~ that tht'Te 11'1111 born 
a d!.illing light in ~bureh and ~IAI.e". !Jut the m011t attractive 
lbtc-hitthMof~~ocountrydocWrwho,,hebelieved,hvedharlife: 

livLh lu. l'll"'"l'o."L~t 10nd vnwtw•· ""' "•m.:ular I l".:tnnol 
f•.rbf.arl(i\111{!' Y"" '"''~ R•·r<>UU( vf tlu•m. ~~~ 1\illll"l l"'tlll11 
b11 pati~UI• Lu ha>·~ nt!,·r O\l'lf"'\11 or apo!h .... ary: hi' l'(•rf<.>ml•. 
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1tll the <l!"!nl\10na uf th~ fl.rot wi\h gre&L rl<'llt>rlly: lt.lld whnt~•·er 
rompound~ hr gi>"CII hr makH in hi~ own h~.>u>lf': lhP~e &rt' nry 
t,.,., th" JUJh· nl ho·rb.<. lint[ th""" watN• (th~ niPthcw•l ~t·ater. 
nl Lou,-rrt') bo.in.ll: .-<Oirun•.>Diy bi• ..olr ,,...,..ripti.;>n~ llo· 
pror-. .. tlra,.·ing all hi! ktH.I•·I<'d~ lrom HjM'n~n""· ., hid1 h" 

~:~-·~ • .!:r.r~t:~,o:~;~~~ ~b:!7.~ili~~ !1d;';...~''t"r:~~e~ii:Q;~~ 
lathrn. hu'l' •il of thr•n l~ft joumalsl<llt•ly lor the uw <of their 

~';.:JiY~.;,~d J~l ~-i;'./':'::':Jj,{fllK~:b,',_ 'hf,~ui~:i:;~io~~.,.;.~ 
Ul'G I n~1·n ..,,.. in 1<11)' othN: h il; u r<11niar in hia altrndant-@ 

r:,,f'~ ':'r:' tb"P~h'.,]t"!;" ~~~"::'oo~~~·~;~· ~~:d r!L •. ::-~;~;('h:J:: 
,.-aotft! .,,n (•hmb th,.... ur four mtlt~ "' thP muuu1.am~ m lh<· 
holi"'t IUD or the h~Hit'>ll rllio, Wht•ro 11 hul'\\• rannot go, to 
ATtlH~ &I & f'<>ll&gl', .,,,,,..if tb~ir rml<htil·ll !'t'qUi.r\-<1 it,~~~ do•• 
nvt only .on- th•-IU ad\""' and mf'<l•·~u ,.-..u~. hut b~. w_mr. 
and •rhaV•Hfltl n"·dful I utt~u ""'' lum ao dmy and ul'('([ 

r,:. ~-~~~:~~:~\~a;:'~\,\~!)~-~~ t::·~ ~~,I ~":u~h~a ·~:-~.?~&; 111:o~":} 
•t>~nt< j,,, 1~ al"a} . ~ .. y l•l ad,....._. •bu": ch•·rfulnoa. 

Sooial cu>l<lm~. ol nobility or p~ll-•anl~. interest~'() her. 
In Gotolengo, whert• Mte lin><l. thl'l villagen were arcu,... 
tomed to pl'e$t'nl a play Ill carni•·al tim~. and obtainl'd pennilll!ion 
toueealllrgeunlumishedroominherhon,eW!atheatrl!. l'<he 
was surprised by the lx>auty of the f;(!el\{'!1 paintt'd by aoountry 
painter, and atill more 110 by the excellenee of the oomedy
actin~rhythetailorofthe•·ill~.thoughtheplayitselfdidnot 
amount to much. But this w11.11 not tho only way in which ~ho 
took part in the life of thl'lvillage. Sho writ.es. "I bavole&rned 
them to make brood ... I ha1·e introduced ~'tench rolls. 
custard~. mint-ed pil"'. a.ml plum tmdd ing .. I e:rpoot immor
tality from the scil"nco of butter-making. in which they are 
b(owme 110 11killlul from my instruction~". ~ loreover, she vi>!ited 
tbesickandwa~thoughta~tphysician. Andthevil1111,-en 
111·l"ro not un!(nHclul. Without letting her lrnow, they dl!(!ided 
to set up herst&tue in a. prominent place. ordered thomarble 
andcn~thl'!i<!Ultlt<)r. Whenheealll'dtomodelhertaee, 
she firmly n.•jectllll the whole plan. foatillll:' it would mako her 
ridieu!ou~ in ~:n~land. Tbe villngcrs were dotermined, however, 
and did nol gil·e up their pn•je<:l tiU ~he told them that ha' 
rrligtOII V'Ordd 1\.ot permit if •• \n odd liOC'ial eu~tom amon~: wha~ 
i11 England "'Ould be Cft!led the oounty gentry i1 described in 
this lively I'('!)Ort 1•f 11 surprifll' vi~it: 
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I h~d a~·Wt in tbo I>('S[innina:ofthc:.e holiday• of thirty lu.or..~• 
of ladl!"' aud lt"lltkm~n With th..it toenanto ... Thl e.ame w·ith 
tb~ kind mt~ntwn of •ta)'nll(" •nth mP at t~ .. t a fortn•~:ht. though 
I bad nnPr _.n II!IJ' of th~m IK>forn; bot tht'y ..-~,...all nc·o~bboW>I 
•ntbm 1<"1 nul~• round. I l'ould not av:nd f'Ot.-r\&1011111 thl'm at 
oUj•(lO·r.audb)good luekhad alli'¥0'QUII!ltityof~:am~inth,..hvu..,, 
ll"h1el. ""~~h lht• hdp nf m~ )l<>UIIr)'. furu"'h"'l out 1l Jll<"ntlful 
IMblr. 1 10111 forth ftoldlt·•- ~nd th1•y Wl·re 90 .,t,ll(inl: IUI 1.0 
d&n('(' ~11 mght. and I'YCII dm~ "ith mt· nr~l day, thou~h non., 
f)f th~11> bad b<ocn m b(-d; and .. -~,... muo•l1 do;appointOO I <hd not 

:=h~~-~~o~.!~l:~llllt.o;i~~~t'~:~;;~o:,;,~: ~~~~ ,~ ... l'~~h 
netll'. l_l•·fl the room aiK>It\ <.>ll•· <.>r!O('k. and they oonttnu«< 
thNr h&ll m th~ saloon•IIO'<' ,\;ul'll. Ylllhont lx>IDII:III all utr .. nded 
1.\ ruy dtpa.rtUT1'. But th~ ~f"l'.>\,·•1 din•t!iion I had Wl!.ll \.o 1!00 • 
lady of my 0"'"11 ~ !.W) comr.,rt,bl." dan~ing w•th h~r owo 
hu.band.IODI<'YCIII"IIOIMr;alldi.,an-r1\hat•h<'jllmJ'•IIIId 
talloJ"' >11\h tb~ b<>o1 or th~m 

Oeeuioually the bell~ pa:t of a letter i~ taken up with ;1. 

•tury. Such i~ thngloomy IIC('Ountuf tholmughty marchioness. 
wb~tlrido11'11fl';Lucifcran";theromantint&loofthebcautiful 
but poor lkttwia: and ht>r own adventure in t;avir~g the life of 
a treighbouring &ignora, wh(H!O husbanrl h"">ing ~urprii!Od her 
io iolldelity ttood o'·er her 11·ith a stiletto in hi~ hand. These 
lloriet- l'l'lated in ,. &imJlle ~tra.ight(orwnrd tlyle aro nwmomblo 
not only for the charAClc" nnd cv~ut~ but for the ell'e<:"live 
ny in 'lfhirh tht'Y N"e lold. Perhap11 with the Italian air §he 
breathed in 10mcthiug of the art of Booea.eeio. 

Lady Bute 'l'ith a ltll'gl' family of daughten. living when 
albQmein Se<llland out of the great world. Mked her mother 
fur advice on the girlM' education. Thil J.ady ~lary 1(&\"e in 
..Vera! l11tt~1"11: nnd while the ide!tll :u-., le,;s on education in 
flll8"&l thAn nn an adaptation of it lO thir [larticulD.t CME'. they 
- adnn~oo for the t1we. Ha.ving hl'~l that her eldes~ 
lhGdda!U!ht('f '11'11.1 ell!\· er, •he 11o-rote "Luming, if Mhe bM a. real ._te fur it, "Will not only make her eontent.ed but happy". 
IYieiRtn be allo•red tnlcru-n Latin. and even OrNk, at least 
110 far uto llfl 11bl<' to road book~ in thll!IC lan~o.-uage. in thl'ir 
oriciDal~- Rhe mw;t r~ruernher. h011·ev1'r, that lnnt."'lll.ll"011 IU"O 
tUIIa-tbe\·&ltil'le.ofleatnillJI"thnnlearningitl('lt. "'l'rue 
~l'<>lll'i~t~ in lrnm•ring thing~~. not "'·ords." ~he Bhould 
.... re.d ,.11111' hi~lOry. geoography. English poetry. and 
pWJo.opby ("·hieh included then whnt we now call SCi(!nce). 
Ballbi~ odueation from boob is not \.o mtclude nefldl~:work an<l 
.. 1riar. ""I tbinkiti•JIIt'andalou~tora .. ·oman notlo know 
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how to u,;c a nee~Ue as for 11 mnn no~ to know how to use a 
aword." 

~oh.ith.:;tMding iml)('rfection" of her I!Cheme, he:r vigorous 
advocll('y of l'()ucation for women entitle~~ her to nn honourable 
11looe among e&!'ly fl'u:unid~<. She eontrasl.!l the pride ~ho-..-n 
byltaliaminll'atnOO"·omen•illl theattiludeofl-;ngliahmen. 
"'l'hllrnilllO p&.rt of the- "·orld whareour sex is tro'ntOO with so 
mul'h contempt as in F;nglo.nd," sherl~laN~~; and .be make~~ 
an amu8ing allu.>ion tu Gullircr, the IKIPUiar l>ook of the da.y: 
" I am persuadOO (tlutt) if thure wM a oonrmonwealth of rt~.tional 
hones, u Or. Swift h&ll auppoeed, it would be an et!tabliabed 
mnximnmongtbe.mthatamarecouldnotbetnughttopace". 

Lady Muywuan orunh·orousl'fl&dor,and herbuaband and 
daughter often ~nt her out from J..ondon boze. of newly 
publish(.I(J hookt. The"" Nho read aviflly ami freely di~ull800 
in her letta-s. She li'IUI l01td of no'·~ls. from tbOAe that ahe ea!IOO 
"trash and lumberiK'n·ing only to pRIII' away idle time" to the 
pnxiue.liollR of Smolll'tt, HieJuml10n, nod l''ielding. She jg 
10rry that her friend Smollett, who Ci!rtainly had a talent for 
invention"loiWII his time in translations (he trn.nalated Don 
Qtu~). and disgi'IICf!S hie talent by writing th086 stupid 
romanl'8 ~mmonly l'alled history''. How Rlrong wu her 
interellt in the nove-11 of her cousin Fif·ldin~~: ill shown by bPr 
CQnfeuion that onoo whn a looz of new booka ¥lived. ahe Mt 
up all nightreadingJ~«tpla Andr«ef Md To•" Jimra. When the 
lle'll't of t'ielding's death Nal'hod her, Bhe devoted part of a 
letter to an e-timate of the noveli!lt'• temperament and character: 

~lllt>jlllt·nj<>y•tllifo ruorAtblllllut<hd, tboughlcwh.<tl
reuolltod"IIO .. lli•happJ ('ODilltution(~veD .. benhellad 
witll ~rre&l. )l4in• hnlf dt·ruoli~hr'<( il) made hint fOflr:t·l t'l'~rylhmg 

~.i"! b:.:·:.:~.J :b!'t'~~ ~:ty~:~·~erma0~ .. ~~~~ba,:~::~; 
than any pnne~ ntiOD o-arth . . Tlu·re _wu ·~·M aimthtudP 
boetw""n b,. ~ha!'a<'tt"r and tha.t of !l1r Htehard S~·ll'. He had 
th .. advaou,,,.,_. l"olh in l~amon~r and, m n1y opinion. t•·niu~: they 
both &~~n-o-<1 in wantmg mm1e)· 111 •P•t~ of all their f..Wnrl~. and 
would ha• c \11&~11'<1. it if lh.,ir herffiil!ir.l' \nod~ luul b('('n •• 
ni<•Don·~ &• lh<'ir iH•~s:t"i~lllinn: )'H e&<"h of th~m ,. .• ,., fQrtll('() 
for h&p!'in~·· it i• a~'''·'· Ji, ,. .. nottmmortal 

Ricbanhon ~be criticiz.ed very "'ven:ly, though ahe oonl~ 
that &he w1111 ~ueb an old f1~1\u W w0ep over Clnrihll llorl(I'W 
''like any milkmaid of ~iXlt'('n". On re&~liug a l'olume or TM 
Rmnblrr,she n!Dl&l'ked, ''(the 61MYi•tJ alwayi plods io the beaten 
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tz'al'kofhmpl'lldeoo~~,.,.,.,followiugthe SPfdlolllf'with the111UJUI 
pal!@ a pvk·hone 1ruuld do a huntt>r . I should be glad to 
lm011' the nnmll of thi~ lnboriou~ author". ft may CQme 1\.i 1\ 

IUJ'llri!l(l that Mho bcliUicd th~ il'lter~ nf \JR,dntue de Bevigne, 
hut the tT•o (I'Nl ladillll were c:J OPIKl~ite I.<"!Operllml·nt.. lt i~ 
tbefamili., aulitb..m~uf hl'art and head. The letlcl"oo of M!Wame 
de ~vign~ are ~uffu.OO with mu.lemal tenrlern~: those of 
t.dy Mary ~ruled in the m!Un by rt'llliOD tUtd common Stlll!!O. 

Uldy ~fary's ,.;e,.-, on human life and tlte un-n univene 
~.rtpartlythe~et-tioooftbeidi'Mhl'ldatthetimebymost 
of her d.,., She -m~ to have held n •·Ague dei~i belief in 
"The Author of Naturt~",though not in Providaneo, bring oon· 
viDeed tblt dstioy ,,r fate or l'hlln('(' ru!('!l our lh·E"S. More 
U.U OMit •be oomparM human IM'inga to eanb h<>ing played: 
"I UD mu~h in~linOO to think •·a~~.ro no more froonJ,.'(lnts than 
lbe queo.•n of club..• whl'lt ~he victorioul!ly tak011 pri110ner the 
ban of heartH". At another time ~he ~pressed the opinion 
that libErty in humu life is A chimerical idea a.nd ha. no NW 
aiateaae. "The poor elforU or our utmm;t prudence .. 
appear, lfan<'y, in theeyesof!IOme~uperiorbeingalikethepeek· 
ilrccrla JOWl( linnet 1<1 break a wire ease, f)1' the elimbing of 
atquirroel in a hoop: the mora.! nt>eds no m:planation: let wt sing 
u obefrlully u ...-e eau in our impenetr11hle oonl\nement, and 
..,lr:ourou!MwithpleW<ul'llfromthi!little~t{lnlthati~allowed 
wl'. Tbouch not a religious woman, ~he Wll!l an upholder of 
Nlfaioa.. She dt>~!Ww. "~ohody can deny but religion i• a. 
-'cri \a lbe di•t"-""-1. a cordial to the ~ick. and .omotime. 
a Nltnint cm the wi~kl'd; thr>N)fore whoever would IU'gUO or 
IMP i' oat of the world without giving .110me equivahmt for it 
.... , \o be k'eal.d u a rommun memy". She llfU a &taunch 
........ l, ud: telb her daugbto>r with 110me oomplaceney how 
.. -naquieblll in argum~nt RomaniRt diaputnnts. Sho ennnot 
Mlllpt die doo\riDe of faith u a 'upremt1 virtue: "~'ailh ea.nnot ...._..IW'IInl or pullidtment, being involuntary, a.nd only 
.. .....-e of -vietiun: W1l Un not beliei'O what we 
..... bd..Wappeantou~...-ith thef&l'I'Of truth." Humnn 
........... UiiDb.ilnothillKmueh tubua.stabont. True, 
..... 11 ,..aS. iafutJ, Time hu bl'ought gt'(lf.t improl'to 
................ beella"I"UiinerPaOiflioulll'fUlM...-ellllll 
~ bawledp". Yet we hM·e not gone very far: 
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I imagin~ we aro now arrived tot that llt'riod whi~h """"·en 
to flfll~'!l. l cunnoH thin~ we art older "·lwn l ro=ll,>ct the ruany 

loalpabl~ folliAA y,•hich ,..,... •till almo~t umw·r<~~lly r><Ni~t<'fl in: 
plarr that of •ar nmongst the noost glarto!(. Whene.·or 

Wt• ""'"~ tu man's l'Stnl<l (perh&JNI a thousand yean hence) I 
duno\doulllit,..illap]l<!llr:o.ridiculou•utheprankioftmlueky 
lad• 

Thvugh not an amiabls woman, Lady Maryw&.~~an interest
ing one. There was little about her of tlw tondor omotions, ol 
feminine wftnl!ss; she ha<l 11. lively, clear and rather hard intel
lect, that had been shlll'penod by &SSOOiation with clever men, 
andanoutlookhroadened bycuntacl with foreign customslliid 
way$ ol thinking. Her individual opinions and h4clr freedom 
from conv<>ntion combine with her eyniea.l wit in giving an 
astringent quality to tho IHters like tho llavourot n good dry 
wine. Sho ollJ'ly acquired an easy. natural, unforcod stylo 
adequate to expre~~~~ "1th lucidity, aud on occasion with vigor, 
wha.tever ehe wanted to ~~ay. A salient characteristic of her 
Jotters is abundance ol material. Her lively c~urio~ity a.nd habit 
of close observation ga'·e her plenty to say~ things to describe, 
stories to toll, faults to find, advice to give, pointed oommentl! 
to make. Thus she found uo need for elegant drawing-out of 
parr,um in r•wlh>--for whst &he ~~eorn!ully dOl!Cribed M "the 
tittlo-tattJo of a fwe lady, sometimes that of an old nurse". 
Certainly her letters differ "·idcly from tho.,o of Madame de 
~'~gn~ and of Horaco W&i]JOlo: indeed one might fancy many 
p&S811g(l8 in Lady Mary's Jotters written by a hllJ'd-hoodod man 
of tho world, and many ol lloraco'1 by a fine lady. But nothing 
is further from our intention than Eln attempt to magnify th11 
merits of Lady M Elry's letters at the Ol<pense ot those of her 
two great contemJJOriU'ie~~. As Augustine Bimlll said ot poetry, 
"Letu6be Catholics in this mattor, and bum ourcandlC!Iat 
IWlllY shrine&". SnffiCil it to say that among the letter writers 
of England, and indeed of Europe. L&dy Mary Wortley l\lontagu 
holds an honoured pla.ce in the front rank. 


