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® 4~HE Historic Sites and Monuments Board are to be con-
. T gratulated on the erection of this tablet to commemorate

, birthplace of Sir Robert A. Falconer. By this action, they
the & lear evidence that they take no narrow view of our his-
give c} past. The outward procession of events with all its
.t?r_l:rzj_ﬁed interest is but the setting for the inward movement
g;‘rmin d and spirit, from which the springs of action arise and
out of which character is formed. We limit the heroic ideal too
* geverely when it is confined to the soldier, sailor and adventur-
er. There are also warriors of the spiritual life who fight for the
emanecipation of their fellows through freedom of _the mind.
Sir Robert Falconer was a courageous a.1_1d determined cham-
pion of the intellectual life as he worked with vision and wisdom
to bring Canada into a larger liberty through higher education.

We have come to & new time in the history of our country.
There is among us a new self-consciousness of nationhood. We
have passed through childhood and adolescense to the status
of adult life. We take our place with assurance among the na-
tions of the world, not, we trust, because of any necessity for
self-assertion in what we regard as our inherent rights; rather
with feelings of trust and responsibility that from those to whom
much has been given, much shall also be required. The blood
of youth still courses in our veins and our eyes are on the future.
Nevertheless, we are also deeply aware of the past, and of what
has gone to make us. History has awakened within our na-
tional experience, but not as a dream of faded glory or as the
- light of days past beyond recall; rather as giving substance to
the sense of heritage and providing assurance for future hopes.

The history of Canada is a record of pioneer life. Our whole
land is a monument to the faith and labour of pioneer men and
women. This is true not only of industry and government, but
equally of education, literature and art.

On such an ocecasion, we are carried back over the years,
and first, I ask you to come with me to the ancient University of
Edinburgh some sixty-five years ago, where five young Can-
adians were in attendance, all from the Maritime provinces.
All were possessed of singular ability and were notable in mind
and character. They became warm friends then and so re-
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mained all their lives. All returned to Canada to find 3 1¥
work in Church and University. It was my great, good
tune to know and become intimately acquainted with
them, nearly half a century later. Only one now surviy
Four of them were sons of the manse, the fifth was the son g
country physician. This last-named was Walter C. M
first President of the University of Saskatchewan, to whop
succeeded in office, and whose wonderful life-work and enduri
influence can only be appreciated by those who have lived #.
the Canadian west. Then, there was Clarence Maeckinng
my much-loved Principal at Pine Hill Divinity Hall in Hali
whose name and influence are held in such affectionate regay
by all who were associated with him. There was Arthur Morteg.
who, although not in the strictest sense of the word, a Maritime" -
nevertheless was of Nova Scotian descent and origin, his fathe:
being a Presbyterian missionary at Trinidad. He became the.
first Professor of History at the University of Saskatcheway”
and devoted his life to writing the history of the Canadian West;
which he has left to us in a monumental volume. Lastly, th
were the two Falconers, James and Robert. James was
colleague at Pine Hill Divinity Hall, and we rejoice to thi
that, as the sole survivor of this notable five, he is still vigoroust-
in mind and spirit. The life and influence of Robert A. T‘aln_'
coner is our particular concern now. =

These five young men were fortunate alike in birth an
heritage. It will not be counted out of place in Prince Edwa n,_" .
Island to mention that they were all of pure Scottish blood—g&
and I should certainly be the last to conceal the circumstance#
All were of the third generation of good pioneer stock andj
savoured to the full what was then a vigorous life in the Mari
time provinces. 1867, the year of Sir Robert Falconer’s birthg
is a never-to-be forgotten date in Canadian history. These werg
stirring times when political debate was the staple diet of every]
home in Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and, not least, Prince
Edward Island. These lads lived through all this with openj
ears and receptive minds. They must have felt thestimulusof3
the outward events that provided a lively background for the,
imagination and dreams of youth. A new nation was in pro-3
cess of birth, daughter of a mighty mother, destined within 0
their life-time to become a name and a power in all the earth;

Modern psychology confirms ancient wisdom eoncerning thef
permanent influence of the earliest years. The place of ouw
birth, even more, the kind of home into which we come, our fu‘s
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o : nt and spiritual climate all leave an indelible
social ”-‘L‘fﬂﬁﬁe course of life. In all of these, Robert Fal-
A “I-as a fortunate child. Short-sighted minds might see
Soner f good fortune in having the Prince Edward Island of
pttl_?a‘; fplace of birth and early boyhood, but, in such an esti-
.-sﬁte' they would betray nothing but a lack of understanding.
It w:;s still a pioneer la.ngl, })L_lt a.lready rich in heritage and tra-
dition. Life was not primitive, but it was elementa!. PeOple
lived close t0 the soil and to the sea, wlharo they were inevitably
xnosed to those forces of nature on whiech we a.ll.must depend ul-
nately for food, sustenance and communication. There was
50 intervening veil of artificiality that so isolates modern life
from what is simple and sincere. Above all, there were the
powerful and persistent influences of a deeply religious faith.
The home, the church and the school were the chief institutions
of common life and all these were rich for young Robert Fal-

T.
coneOutwa.rd environment alone cannot account for the pro-
duction of worthy character and achievement. Circumstances
must meet with an adequate response in native ability and in-
tellectual promise, and in this respect young Falconer was equally
fortunate. Encouraged and stimulated by the influence of
home, he set his mind to the life of scholarship and the vocation
of the ministry. He learned

“To seorn delights and live laborious days”
until we find hj:r:}, a young man, at the golden age of 18 years, an
undergraduate in the University of Edinburgh.

There comes a time in the life of every lad of destiny when
he needs nothing so much as the exposure of his mind to the
stimulus of an exciting intellectual environment, which is broad
and liberating in its character. He ought to savour the full rich
life of the mental world, presented at once in terms of contem-
porary conflict and of universal reference. The Scoftish uni-
versities of the 1880’s provided just such an ideal education.
There, too, he encountered the stir of controversy, not the birth-
pangs of new political creation, but the heat, fire, and sometimes
lso the smoke of new learning. Two closely-related revolu-
tions were in full course—in science and in industry. The heady
wine of the scientific method was intoxicating the mind of pro-
fﬁssqr and student. Chiefly, the momentous Darwinian hypo-
thesis of evolution was provoking debate about the nature and
origin of man. The studies of geology and biology had extended
the whole panorama of history and were raising momentous
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questions about the Divine creation of the world. At theger
time, scientific methods of literary and historieal criticism ;. Falt
being applied to the sacred seriptures, and the ancient aut), . ® X only
of the Bible was being brought under scrutiny of new sdmh yo&
ship. Debate was high; controversy was acute—and the ,» fesS
versities were in the centre of the scene. It required a sig The
mind and a secure faith to swim in such turbulent watuw the
accept the truth of the new without being carried away by »’ % anc
rents of mere novelty. Robert Falconer had the mind 4 int
temperament for just such a venture. He abandoned h:‘ eon
to the study of the classics and he became a distinguished scl, Int
in that realm of knowledge. But there was nothing namg

about the Scottish education of these days. He was mercifiik.-
prevented from becoming only a specialist in one branels T
learning. On his way to a degree, the undergraduate wasz h:f;
compelled to pass through the entire range of liberal learniy

and Falconer took it all in his magnificent stride. He hi -

steady mind with an eye for central and essential truth. § -
A : p ; N . we
imbibed the new learning with enthusiasm in its fullest meaun tha
accepting and digesting it without being diverted to an extla _var
gant enthusiasm for its more transient aspects. ~anc

It is difficult for us in our time to realize that muech nf Alr
driving energy for this new Iea.rnmg, particularly in literary ag vis
historiecal eriticism had its centre in Germany. In the deehm pul
decades of last century, the vigour of German sehoi‘ndu; cer
alike in its strength and its weakness was the most powerfi ip
intellectual force in the world. Thus it was inevitable that Ji - prC
five young men should find themselves in Germany, part@ - of
larly at Berlin, where Harnack, accounted by many the mlgh I  cal
scholar in all Europe was at the height of his powers. S un
fortunate indeed for Canada that this new learning was i . lag

preted for us by men such as Robert Faleoner and his frie
These same intellectual influences came directly across the 2
Ia.ntlc to SW a.mp the collegeb a.nd the universities of the U

inces and the intellectual leadership therein nurtured and alg
to Seotland, which provided such a eongenial env u-onment -
the mind of the young Canadian scholar. i

Lamentation is often raised concerning the Canadl
port of brains—especially from the Maritime provineces.
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i« contemporaries all elected to come home not
3oner(?;;ia$*‘ but to Ehei.r own native shores. For fifteen
7 tot Pine Hill Divinity Hall in Halifax, as lecturer, pro-
iy % d finally as Principal, he remained from 1892 to 1907.
o f; confirmed the Latin poet’s observation that crossing
?cea.n brings no change to t_he mi_nd, l_)ut. only to the appear-
o of the skies. At Dalhousie University there was the same
Jlectual ferment, accompanied by the same debates apd
troversies that had been at work in Edinburgh and Berlin.
o these discussions the young Divinity Professor threw him-
with enthusiasm, courage and, above all, enlightening effect.
he lectured to student and popular audiences, he had a re-
rkably steadying effect. He was a great teacher, the New
tament’s ideal of a seribe who brings forth from his treasure
e, things at once new and old. -

As we move to the wider Canadian scene, in which Sir
bert was to play his major role, it should be noted that here
recapitulated the general history of western civilization in
 religion was the originating force for most educational ad-
1ee. The Church was the mother of college and university,
1 only at a later stage did the State enter upon the scene.
eady throughout most of the Canadian provinces the pro-
ion of the rudiments of education for all was accepted as a
slic respomsibility—but what of higher education? With
tain notable exceptions, the Church had been mainly active
the institution of colleges and universities, for the most part,
widing instruetion in the liberal arts. But the growing needs
& young country in process of rapid expansion demanded edu-
;ion in science and training for the professions. Moreover,
less Canada was to remain in a position of intellectual tute-
'8, emancipation from cultural colonialism was as necessary
political self-government. There were, therefore, the claims
post-graduate education to be met. The Churches were
ed with a dilemma. They were eager to retain a place in the
ther education of youth, and yet the new and insistent de-
inds were beyond their eapacity. Far fields were green and
ne of them were not so very far distant across the border,
ere opportunities alike for advaneced training and subsequent
iployment were attracting ambitious Canadian youths. Thus,
came about that in the rapidly expanding centre of Toronto,
ore arose the project of an academic confederation, designed
conserve the interests of chureh and State in higher educa-
n. This new type of university was not to be merely an in-
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stitution of compromise; rather a creative agency fu
learning. A constitution was prepared, but, above af
courageous and strong leader was required to guide®
bitious project. Once more, the Maritime provinceg
what appears to be part of their historic destiny by pro G
man who was matched for the task. And so, as th \
from Queen’s to find Grant and Gordon for Queen S, and g
later to find Murray for Saskatchewan, they came d“tl
Nova Scotia to summon Falconer for the new Univepg
Toronto. Thus, at the age of 40, he began his SUPPﬁmak
work.

The task to which Falconer set his hand was nelthgr‘
nor light. He had to reconcile not only the elaims of
and state—but equally the rival interests of churches. Ng=
sity was laid on him to embody the apostolic character :1;%

all things to all men. There were Roman Catholies, tw
eties of Anglicans, Presbyterians and Methodists to be
within one academic family—all eager to maintain charlg’
rights and established traditions. But with an urbar:%"-
mind and manner, a wisdom of courage and insight, ang
patience born of faith, hope and charity, he contrived to beem:
much more than a master of compromise in academic poli
On the contrary, he himself became the personal embodi
of the University, maintaining goodwill, inspiring co-operati;
defending the freedom of the institution against political;
trusion, until he won the respeect, confidence and, ultimaf
something akin to veneration from all who came under .
fluence. Thus with the growing demands of his task, he g
into an academic statesman, under whose hand the univ
expanded to meet the changing needs of rapidly changing timis.
During these early years of the century, Canada was a8
in rapid expansion—particularly in the West. A new eragl
pioneer settlement had begun. New provinces were
created and a fresh young civilization was emerging, not wi
the slow movement of former years, rather with a swift urgengie:
that demanded courageous and far-sighted action. The thoughk
of men in the young and vigorous west were not concentra
solely on wheat and lumber and minerals. They were sti T
by visions of settled and civilized life. Thus the prairie proy
inces and British Columbia created new universities—a feder3
ation in Manitoba fostered by the state, and in Saskatchewal
Alberta and British Columbia institutions wholly state-gove
ed and maintained. This was something almost completd
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in Canadian life, with many probl ;
it to be settled. It is difficult ims of policy and gov-
| ‘hat had alread o exaggerate the i
partance of wha already been worked out i o
otq'gron_to. All the new young insti oy tln the University
model of what could be accomplished in blS (iqrned faare fop &
o ntial elements of academic freedom and ending together the
tisan political control. EveryWherpuhhc support,with-
the University of Toronto was adviser ru‘; , the President of
the 100 much to claim that, thus, he e
¥ ac'ade:fn.lc e of younger Canads, t I11119 the architect of the
expansion 10 this present century. » the pioneer of university
When it was my privilege to becom :
Robert Falconer, ho was in the deeclini e acquainted with Sir
ctrongth. After thirty ing years of his physi
. Iter years of strenuous lif; physical
h.m gl“ﬁ&t office in Toronto and had suff, ife, he had laid down
ling illness. Bat 2 waxatill 5 b S ered a severe-and eripp-
ive without being ov rave, upstanding figure, i Y
ive wit out being overwhelming g figure, im-
out being dictatorial in manner peﬂe't masterful in mind with-
kindly in his judgments. I can recalfatﬁng in his insights but
with cordiality, calling down from hi e cheerful voice, rich
m}h a b]ythe condescension to his _lsf.stu'dy Wil & 1 il
mitted him only one journe infirmities, his doctor per-
so he could y up and down stairs i e
ot uld no longer greet visitors at th stairs in the day, and
uto his study, where the interest 10 door. Then, to pa
i o Soake ad papers ?}fl his mind found Outwaed
was also to enter upon th rs that lay on shelf and :
1 m ik aad eivat e experience of shari and table,
; ed mind at lei sharing the hospitalit
ore-ocoupation of a busy li eisure from the mo i
atiting, comparin sy life, but still eage AR
: g the new wit ger and alert—readi
ts m;;botfh with the gathered wﬁ;gﬁ;(}l?' and weighing the n;tg:
il y last memory is a gracious o ok the .
' y summer when he ha ne. It wasa mellow eveni
_Ollmlk atiP, xelinen v d gathered a few friends to d-\emng
till provided ews. The wide, full st Nner—-
ng it voyage the waters on which the sﬁi U stear D learning
tead age, and the hand of th p of his mind was mak
y. He was evid e helmsman was sure, fi 5
rom the publisher bomly abreast of all that 4 fu_-m “ai
aught by the 1 S, ut: not with the excit ! was coming out
1 o latest opinio xcited interest of a mi
a man who had seen n, rather with the mature j S
t very good. It s much, had tasted deeply of h'm SR
hat in the whol eemed to me then, as it y ol WaandSawnd
itk the sirtoenn, 1o bttt gl oapir b ol
_ an, the intellectual with thg ing of the scholar
e practical interests

ot

E-.
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of his career, he was the very exemplar of what genuing' ;
ness ought to be.

words of Joseph Howe—words that surely provide a 0'
the work of the Historic Sites and Monuments Board:

A wise nation preserves its records, gathers up its
ments, decorates the tombs of its illustrious dead, repaiy
great publie structures and fosters pride and love of coun
perpetual reference to the sacrifices and glories of the pas

:

*me




