Morton N. Cohen

'RUDYARD KIPLING AND RIDER HAGGARD

L. Friends and Collaborators

Reavews axe awaxe that J. K. Stephen linked Kipling and Haggard in a bit
f doggerel deploring the state of writing in the 1890’s and praying for a scason
When the Rudyards ceasc from kipling
And the Haggards Ride no more.
Kipling and Haggard have more in common than their unusual names and
gentle abuse. Even in 1891, when Stephen’s verse first appeared in the Cam-
dge Review, they were already well acquainted and were in fact at the beginning
close friendship which was to last for over thirty-five years. The full story of
it frendship, however, has not yet been told.
The two men met in 1859, when Haggard was thirty-three and Kipling ten
s his junior, Haggard was at the crest of his fame and popularity, the successful
of King Solomon's Mines (1885), She (1887), and a number of other African
mnces. - Kipling, although he had achieved some distinetion in the East with his
of Indian life, was, on the other hand, virtually unknown in England. Tt did
Bowever, take critics such as W. E. Henley and Andrew Lang very long after
ived from India in 1889 to see in this moustached, reticent youth the makings
giant. They quickly took him in tow, and it was Lang who shepherded
the circle of Savile wits where he and Haggard first met.

They were strikingly different in physical appearance and in personal traits:
tall, bearded, loud-voiced, and cbullient, an after-dinner speaker who was
in public affairs and as comfortable standing in the limelight as walking
o his Norfolk fields; Kipling short, bespectacled, retiring, and intense, an

man who could see into the heart of things at a glance but whose modesty
 restricted his public uttcrances to stories and poems.
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Theirs was a casual acquaintanceship at first. Kipling must have read Hag-
gard's Egyptian romance Cleopatra (1889) soon after he arrived in London, for in
a parody of Bret Harte's “Truthful James” which Kipling wrote to amuse his cver
‘widening circle of friends at the Savile, he alludes critically to Haggard's tale. But
this was all in good fun and did not prevent Haggard from supporting Kipling
nomination for membership in the Savile in 1891 Even carlier, however, although
Kipling complained in a letter that “London is a vile place,” he spoke of three lir-
ary i, “Anstey and Haggard and Lang and Cos [who] ace presing on e
wisdom of identifying mysclf with some set.”

But Kipling did not have to bother planning a carcer; his fame was
from the start. Within six months of his arrival in London, he was the li
man of the day. Editors scrambled for his stories and verses, critics praised them.
sought to meet the young genius from the East, and the reading public was s
struck over the new cadences and colloquial language in his verse.

Some observers saw Kipling's sudden rise as a threat to Haggard's fame;
preicted tha Kipling would eclipse his contemporary.  As carly as Novembes
1889, John Addington Symonds wrote of “making the acquaintance of Rudyil
Kipling . . . a very extraordinary young man . . . . The Savile was all on the
vive about him, when 1 lunched there once with Gosse. Rider Haggard app
really aggricved at a man with  double barrelled name, odder than his own, c
up. Literally.™ Also, on March 21, 1890, Henry James wrote from London to R
Stevenson in Samoa: “We'll tell you all about Rudyard Kipling—your
rival. He has killed one immortal—Rider Haggard.™

But though Kipling and Haggard often appealed to the same audi
texture, imaginative quality, and subject matter of their work were 50 d
e did oo hur the epion o s of she ather, Neither the ek

;o bosh e TatesSad gy plesant mempeie of theis casip @ B
ling recalled that “T took to him at once, he being the stamp adored by
trusted by men at sight; and he could tell tales, mainly about himself, chat b
the table

Because the rule of burning in-letters was seldom broken in the Kipli
hold, the fricndship between Haggard and Kipling is chronicled mainly in Ki
letters to Haggard, which range over a period of thirty-five years. The le
the quality of the relationship the two men enjoyed from the time they
chart the way in which the friendship decpened.




RUDYARD KIPLING AND RIDER HAGGARD 299

The carliest extant letier must have been written in late spring, 1891, In it,
Kipling thanks Haggard for a copy of Eric Brighteye (1891), Haggard's Icclandic
sga, which Haggard had lef for him at the Savile. “Its all as strong as wire rope,”
sy Kipling, and, alluding t0 a minor objection he makes carlie in the leter, adds

‘were impertinent of me to criticize:

Haggard and Kipling, it seems, kept in touch through the years that Kipling
d his American bride, Carrie, lived in Vermont (189296), though only one of
Jetters that passed between them survives. But after the Kiplings returned to
gand, and particularly aftcr 1902, when they bought Bateman's, the home in
where they would live out the remainder of their lives, the correspondence.

aween Kipling and Haggard resumed and the friendship between them took on
meaning. In July, 1897, Kipling wrote to Haggard about an carly draft of 2
and in the same letter asked advice about housckeeping in South Africa,
bz and Carrie were planning a winter holiday. And in 1899 Kipling wrote
stically about Haggard's agricultural chronicle A Farmer's Year. But the

1 not only wrote to each other; in the mid- and late-ninetics, they must have

ving in Rottingdean, was within casy reach o
and he o got up to town ofien. Mectings at the Savile, the Society of
and at the homes of murual friends were frequent. On May 20, 1898,
rd was chairman at a dinner of the Anglo-African Writers' Club at the Grand
and Kipling was guest of the cvening. Haggard introduced Kipling to an
audience that included Sir Henry Bulwer, Sic Walter Peace (the Agent-
il of Natal), Sir B. W. Greenacre (the Mayor of Durban), and other notables,
d 4 telegram from Cecil Rhodes cxpressing his regret at not being present,
b had just returned from his second visit to South Africa and was to share
sons with those present. Along with the report of the oceasion in the
week' isue of the African Review appeared an anonymous pocm in
ipling in which Haggard was also mentioned:

A HUMBLE TRIBUTE

t 2 ‘amble waiter, Mr. Kiplin', that s all
‘wman tho' I'm “umble, an’ Pve got a ‘eart an’ brain;
B i o s’ of & e, bt o’ om,
Sundays, for a instance, when I'm kept indoors by rain.
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I'm acquainted with your storics, an’ by Gem, sir, they're A I
1 ave laughed, an’ I ave cried, an’ felt as creepy as can be.
s Mulvancy, why, Lo’ biess yer! '€s a reglar pal o mine,
So are Ortheris an' Learoyd, they are real live pals to me.
“0 am not much "and at poctry, but 1 car as you're a poct;
(Once 1 "eard 2 chap recitin' something called “The Balivar,
But I can't say T remember what the verses was about,)
Stil they say that you're a poe, sir, an' Il take my oath you are.
“1 "ave always said, ‘Now Kiplin', ' a genius out an’ out,
There's no bloomin' doube about it, an’ I'd say o to s face!
But o course they're ain't no chanst o’ that, cos why? well '¢s a gent,
While I'm 3 ‘umble waiter, which 1 ‘opes 1 knows my place.

“At the Grand on Monday cvenin’ I was fairly took aback,
An' I got no end excited when they said as you'd be there;
But you might ‘ave knocked me backwards when they all flocked in o dine,
An’ I found you at my table an’ asitin’ next the Chair.
“Oh! T waited on yer proper from the soup right t the end,
“There was nothin' as yer wanted but you got i 'arf 3 mo,
You'd the nicest cut o saddle, you'd the pick o the menoo,
AT Lo g o i g ahde oo Tl
“Then I listened to yer speakin’ (I was ‘id behind the screcn)
An T mid, "Well,tia e Kipla, s mew, aa' o
An’ I said, ‘Oh — this waitin’, chuck it, le’s go out an’
1 should like to punch some fellow’s ead for good old Engin\dl sake!’
“Now the Chairman, M. *Aggard, s a hauthor 1 admires,
“is stories mas fairly dotes on ‘She,’
Allhe e s ‘Aggars €l agres with this | aow g
For a general good all-rounder you're a greater man than 'e.
“Mr. Kiplin', Mr. Kiplin', ah! you litle knew that mghv.
*Ow T wanted just to speak to you an’ tel you what 1 thinks,
Td 'ave given my night's carnins’ 10 ‘ave ‘ad a word with
T'd ‘ave given up my week's, sir, to "ave treated you to drinks.
“I am but a ‘umble waiter, Mr. Kiplin', that s all

An’ you've got
An' Tl say s0 to your face, s, if T waits on you a
‘When the Kiplings settled in the country, away from London, &

practical advice about their land, and they sought it from Haggard.
Rider Haggard would visit us from time to time [Kipling wrote later of
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and give us of his ample land wisdom. T remember 1 planted some new apple trees in

n old orchard, then rented by an Irishman, who at once put in an agile and hungry

rd met the combination suddenly one momning. He had gifts of speech

iod sid very clealy that one ‘might a5 wel put Swan in an orchard a3 2 go’ 1
forgt what he said about the tenans, but T know I acted on it

The lettrs that passed between them were full of practical questions and answers—
st sbout lierature, but about crops and vineyards, and show how Kipling apprec-
d Haggard's agricultural knowledge:

g are disgraceful. 1 shall probably lose much
e will take it and if
ight as well keep a small Monte Carlo for hops are a demoralizing gamble.
you see why your book [Rural Eneland] touches me nearly. 1 shall have to put
decent cottages in the place . . . and T do want 10 make it possible to
dean and healthy men on my fraction of England.  That is why T want to see you
we come back from the Cape.

chviously valued Hagaard's advice about how best to manage his estate:
are likely 1o

s difficult about the tenant. You sce there's that blessed mill which is a con-
ce for grinding pig food and any man who rakes that wants a fewe acres
er 1 will lay my woes before you in the spring. Meanwhile T have to spend
(two thirtv-nine pounds!) on making neglected cottages habitable! Dog kennels
p it with their present stac of fith.
1904 Kipling took Haggard's advice about buing a vineyard. Kipling's
d successes with animals, trecs, and tenants are catalogued in his letters
years, and Kipling evinces respect for Haggard's advice on
in 1916, no les than he had in 1902:
your lettes are family poswessions with us . . . . it’s good W get in touch
again. YouTl b badly vanted dovn here in the ity o
i We all send our v, cpeilly Elie the Kiplingy
d, Mes. George Bambridge referred to in note 5|, when spring comes (D.V.)
nd collogue and let the years go by. T'd like to rint gist of what Roose-
you if you would dictate it."
s farming books delighted both Rudyard and Carrie Kipling, who




302 THE DALHOUSIE REVIEW

1 wish you knew how much the wife and | have enjoyed your ‘Farmer's Year” [Kipliog
wrote on November 12, 1899]. . :
with land: and your figures made us groan sympathetically.

1 1 don't think there has ever been a better book of the sane, common (which is us
common) quict humorous real country life in England. I've been going back and
reading it slowly and leisurely: for the mere taste of it — same as Gilbert White.

Three days later Kipling added, “I think the Year book [A Farmer's Year)
last—as a study of certain facts and conditions at a certain date in our history-—3i
Tusser” When Rural England, Haggard's two-volume survey of English
culture, appearcd, Kipling bracketed Haggard with England's two greatest
cultural economiss.
Dear Cobbet-Young Haggard, For the um week or more the wile and 1 hag
reading Rural England, with decp joy (1 don't mean on account o the state of
vt st acoaicr - ought W Eub o it e o ¢ vl
Farmer's Year between Young's Agriculture of Sussex and Selborne. 1 take off
hat to you deeply and profoundly because it’s a magnum opus and altogether fascn
and warning and chock full of instruction. . . . OF course like all the people who
written 1o you from other counties, 1 am exceedingly disappointed and wroth and 3
the rest of it that you did not devote at least 200 pp. to my own county. Suse,

and the mectings of the curious old river-leet or whatever they call it, which app
ey pastures once a year I think. L|k¢wxx you haven't made
of our down shepherds nor of our fruit: nor of our most primitive pessantry.
going to have my Rural England bound in pxglkln for real use. . . . its an i
‘book in every
And when Haggard's A Gardener's Year appeared, Kipling again expresws
enthusiasm. “Everything in the book delights my sympathetic soul
orchids,” he wrote on January 31, 1905. But Haggard even got the
share his love of orchids by giving them some of his plants as a gift.
The twa men found similar interests in more than farming. Their
England made both of them bristle at the incompetence displayed by the de
of Whitchall. Kipling and Haggard held similar belicfs on many contes
issues, and they took most seriously both England's mission to civilize the
parts of the world and her struggle for supremacy among nations.

by nature a campaigner than Haggard, did not stump the countryside
specches and rarely expressed his indignation publicly in prose. His pa
the medium for his sharp and stinging commentary of political events, and}
verse is today a gallery where the monuments of England's political bl
exhibited and biterly denounced. Kipling's letters to Haggard reflect b
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on over the government's bungling through the years and his great concern for
the national good. They show also that although Kipling himself would not sit on
amissions, he read Haggard's commission reports eagerly and followed his friend’s
tes with keen interest:
' 1was glad 1o get your letter of the 4th and t learn that you approsed of operations
i oo cn my ko he stck [Kiping wree fm Cae Town 2o Jamsary
1902]. . . . Your side of the attack — the cuestion offod wiply i 4 ou gy she
one. You have the figures and facts and the influence: and for goodness sake kecp
is what makes you sick — the way, to wit,
cian admits the cold truth of one's contentions and then
that he docsn't dare ‘go in advance of public opinion’ and %0 on.
Wl bk We e
that same year, a month after Haggard's Rural England appeared in print,
was willing to help the cause of English agriculture with his poetic talents:
B e bous i R M ayvee o e gl (e 0 0 undated
cr received on December 27, 1902]. 1 am slowly discove

B ) Aiccues Musc may be of ervice laer, why then as Viegi ssy ‘Come o0
oung) hushandman’ and command me.

you know ot a lover of the gresst Gont [te Kiplog frn she Fiow]
Engelberg, on January 28, 1909]. . . . But what an England we could make
g only gt half of your programme put vh'wgh Forgive me if 1 am a pessi-
“They are all such a sct of flagrant and persistent liars that I can't believe in their
fide over anything. 1 shall be cnormously pleased tho' if they develop any sparks
ey o gratitude tawards you.
here's luck! We need it.

that same year, Kipling warned Haggard again about the ingratitude of
“You've got a long and a hard, but  very good row to hoe,” he wrote
s on December 14, 1909, “Only remember that sooner or later you
nand given away and generally repudiated by the Beasts with whom
associate. They ar only united on onc thing and that is lying."
dy secing eye o eye on many things, Kipling and Haggard found an-
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other cause in common in 1920, when a group of eminent Englishmen founded
Liberty League to combat the advance of Bolshevism. A long leter explaining
League’s intentions appearcd in the Times (March 3, 1920, p. 12), above the sig
tures of its chairman, Haggard, and other founders, including Kipling; and on
following day, the Times reported the League’s inaugural meeting. This
joining of Haggard and Kipling led to another set of mildly satirical verses:
“Every Bolsh is a blackguard,”
Said Kipling to Haggard.
“And given to tippling,
Said Haggard to Kipling.
“And a blooming outsider,”
Said Rndyard to Rider.
“Their domain is bloodyard,”
Said Rider to Rudyard.
“That's just what 1 say,"
Said the author of They.

“I Agrec; I agree,”
Said the author of She1!

However interesting the two men's political and agricultural cor
their literary relationship that deserves particular attention. They thought
of each other's abilities. Haggard regarded Kipling as a true “poct:
our Empire” and “onc of the most brilliant men alive."* “I never knew.
so full of ‘light' as Kipling,” Haggard wrotc in his diary in February,
anyone quite so quick at seizing and developing an idea. He has a
fertile mind.""?

And of Haggard, Kipling wrote that “never was a better taleeller
mind, a man with a more convincing imagination* And though we
gard’s remarks on Kipling's individual works, Kipling's opinion of many
tales are recorded and worth noting.

Commenting on Haggard's The Way of the Spirit (1906), which
cated to him, Kipling testified to the power that Haggard's stories held
“I did as I have done with a many of your books—simply surrendered.
the joy of reading and read on. Thats betier than any criticism.™*
the manuscrip of The Wanderer's Necklace (1914), Kipling praised it
Necklace 1 like immensely—it all goes with a rush and a whirl and
the others of yours™® On January 7, 1916, commenting on a play
written, Kipling shows himself fascinated by the working of Haggard's
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1 in drama form: * ‘Oro’ promises well. Gad what an undefeated and joyous
mgination you havel 1 want fuller details, please, of what Oro did when he re-
steced upon life on the carth..... Can you send me a typed scenario?” Haggard's
jver to captivate Kipling was evident time and time again, even during the war
s, “Thank you!” Kipling wrote on January 9, 1916, “T'd have to be pretty far gone
't take me aliogether out of mysclf” And on March 31,
returning the manuscript of When the World Shook (1919), his response was
A thousand thanks for the privilege. As T told you yesterday its as fresh
as convincing as the work of a boy of 25 and it held me like a drug. Thats
ur d-d gift!”
Haggard's books were favourites not of Kipling alone, but of his entire family,

Kipling reports that the arrval o 2 new tale cased some plessant compeiion

. “Dear old man — Just back from Edinburgh to find (and I've told
she isn't to touch or look ar it till P've done) ‘Finished” Kipling wrote on
gmber 1, 1917. “Any book of yours takes one out of onesclf more potently than
jdrug. 1 know and as soon as I'm finished with a d--d pile of accumulated mail,
0 my study, curl up and enjoy myself. Thank you, Sir.” Another scramble
:: over Haggard's Moon of lsrael (1918); after it appeared Kipling wrote
@ Brown's Hotel in London on November 6, 1918:

ic] baged it first tho' T got it for myself. What is your secret, old man? Tt goes,

grips and it moves with all the first freshness of youth and — I got into a row.

the wife because 1 had to finish it in bed with the electrics turned on.  I¢’s ripping

i SYEe sdad) [that] which Seripture makes

il e e dcsitging

¢ you come along bring your diary
s = o W ar S you day by day.

for Haggard's books continued, with, it scems, Carric participating.
February 1922, The Virgin of the Sun arrived, Kipling wrote, “E—trust
s swiped and stands guard over it! T shan't get it tll she and Carric have
fy God! I wish T had your flaming vitality.)"""
was not just Hlaggard’s historical knowledge or storytelling ability that
a od Writing about a story in the Smith and the Pharaohs (1920)
ling said, “Best of all . . . I like Little Flower for its power and justice
(m a young gem) but,—as ever, it is the amazing freshness of your
alivays hits me between my envious eyes.”* Kipling was not completely
£ his friend’s work, and often he made suggestions for improving the
read. His opinion of Haggard the man was obviously high, and
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when he felt that Haggard the writer was not fulfilling himself, he would say s
Of Wisdom's Daughter (1923), the last of the "She” tales, Kipling wrote at some

“The more I went through it the more I was convinced that it represented the whale
e %

whole tragedy of the mystery of life under your hand, why not frame it in a wide
setting? (This comes well from a chap who could not write & novel to save himselt)

- You are a whale on parables and allcgories and one thing reflecting anot
Don't cuss me. You wanted o know what 1 thought and 50 I send it to youl?

‘The many similar experiences the two men had in common, the res
in the external circumstances of their lives, and a strong inner afinity streng
the tics between them. Neither had had a university education, and both had sp
the impressionable years of their youth in one of the distant colonies of the
Kipling in India, Haggard in South Africa, where they had gained experience
knowledge of imperial affairs. Each in turn had suffered the pangs of unreq
love, but both had made suitable matches for themselves. Both men had
families with whom they lived on country estates, close o the land. Each b
his firstborn child, and with the loss of Kipling's son in the war, the men.
another gricf, the loss of an only son. Though Haggard was by no means the:
Kipling was, this fact did not divide them and scems to have eluded them
What is more, both insisted that they were essentially “undliterary”, and it
for them to sce the superficial similarities, if not the qualitative differences, of d
lterary output. Each had written of new places and new things, each had
popular with a newly shaped reading public, and to each fame had come o
They also shared a deep feeling for the land, the land as a symbol of
England the island but England the Empire, the England of Allan Q
Umslopogaas, of Tommy Atkins and Kim.

But Kipling and Haggard had something clse in common. They
with each other something they could not share with anyone else, the gift of i
. Haggard, and even more Kipling, could not discuss his lrary p

“second sight” and Kipling his “dacmon.
from discussing matters of a deeply spiritual or psychic nature, for his
had suffered greatly because of her attraction to psychic phenomens. The
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problecns never really left Kipling; they crept into his tales time and again. But
 Haggird was the only human being with whom he talked about them at great
engeh. Haggard, on the other hand, fanned the psychic spark within himself, in-
dulged it and let it influence his lfe in many ways; but it scemed that he, too, saved
ot af his thoughts on the subject for Kipling. There is no question that the
nhunnmu they spent together in Kipling's study at Bateman's were full of
hedi 1 psychic promptings

B it o ol o ok g B although the
did pot collabarate in the formal sensc, they quite naturally consulted each other
their own work, often helped cach other in plotting tales, and even wrote in
other’s company. Speaking of Haggard in his short autobiography, Kipling

“We found by accident that each could work at ease in the other’s company.
Bhe would visit me, and 1 him, with work in hand;

Writing some

ng my pleasantest recollcations during the last fow years (Haggard is writing in
those of my visits 1 the Kiplings, and one that they paid me here [Ditching-
Hause, Norfolk |, during which we discussed everything in heaven above and
beneath. e do not fidget cach other. Thus only last year Kipling in-
d me that he could work as well when 1 ws sitting in the room a8 though he
: slone, whereas gencrally the presence of another person while he was writing
drive him almost mad *1
in Haggard's diary of the same period reports specifically on ane such oc-
On Sunday and Monday 1 sat in his study while he worked and after a
g0t up and remarked to me that my presence did not bother him a bit; be
cause we were two of a trade. He told me T was the only literary person
m he could associate at all”** In later years, after Kipling suffered the
son, he kept even more to himself, and his circle of friends grew much
. His study av Bateman's, lined with books and filled with hard wooden
long work table, a settec, and two or three globes, became more and
te o family and friend alike. Only Haggard sill needed no invitation,
spend an occasional long weck-end with the Kiplings, sometimes on
his house in St. Leonards to his estate in Norfolk, o else when he
At of going down from London expressly for a visit. These days he
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spent largely with Kipling himself in the study, discussing the philosophical prob-
lems of life, empire, religion, immontality, reincarnation, and other matters.
they wrote out plots together, and sitting at the long table, passed papers back an
forth, for the one or the other to read and perhaps 1 add to. Here they read.
tales aloud to each other, here they speculated on the outcome of the war, and he
they shared the gricf it brought. Haggard's war diary, some of the letters thats
sed between the two men, and a few quarto sheets of stationery with scribbled
plot outlines and other jottings which Haggard judiciously saved from ey
enable us to recapture the aumosphere of Kipling's study when both men
there together and something of their thoughts and feclings. On May 22,
after one of his visits to Bateman's, Haggard wrote in his diary:

o, of thc do 1 bave spent wit the Kiplos ¢ Buan's. Budracd e

together in his study in the old house at Bateman's, we had a most intr
mg i by g whle he fiddied about with fishing tackle with which he

- There are tvo men e ivig i the world with v

am in supreme sympat y " Theodore Roosevcl and Rudy 3
have gone. What Gl e wlk off S0 many hings ths it i Aok wing
them.” Chiefly they had 1o do with the soul nnd she fteof man. Redaig
cannot make up his mind about these things. On one point, however, he is pers
clear, 1 happened to remark that I thought s ol i oo of the el
he did not shink, he was certain of it. . . . As for the future he is inclined W
mattcr drif. . . . His humilty i very siriking. We were talking of oar
said that what grew on me from day 1o day was a sense of my own utter in
of complete humiliation both in the case of those things that 1 had done and
done, . . . 1 commented on the fact that he had wide fame and was known &
great Mr. Kiling," which should be a consolation to him. Fle thrust the ida
with a gesture of disgust. “What is it worth — what is all worth?" he

he instanced (1 think) *
write She you know,” he s “Som:l.hmg wrote it — through youl” or
words.

- . He opined in his amusing way, that if the present taxation, ¢tc,
ﬁmhu.hz-ndlshnu!dh:iecnnn

frien
“on my fingers", although all mankind interested him.
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< el o e wih s i i how dlghted b w1 B
 the opportunity of a good mental and spiritual clean out.  So was I

Laer hat year, just affer the armistice was declared, Haggard recorded his impres-
describing well the rapport between him and Kipliny
e v pendiog e dop ot B, . Al e v ol gy i
 Heaven and carth. . . . 1 took this diary over, as R. had asked me to do, and read him
passages of it tll | was tired. ‘These interested him greatly.

R's piercing attention. . . .
how poorly many of the critics seem o rate me, you would not dare to say over
ame that you thought me a great writer?" “Woulda't I just, if it came my way
fdo sol” he exclaimed. Well, it is pleasant to have one competent admirer left now

fut Andrew Lang is dead.

S Aloog wlk wich Kiplog is s on o the grese plessres [ v s iy
1 don'e think he talks ke that with anyone clc; indecd he said a5 much 1o et
I the course of their association, Kipling suggested the idea for at least one
laggard's tales (When the World Shook), he twok a considerable hand in plot-
cothers (The Ghost Kings, Red Eve, Allan and the Iee-Gods, The Mahatma
lare, The Way of the Spirit), and he read (or was read) at least six storics
dpt (Child of Storm, A Wanderer's Necklace, When the World Shook,
s Daughter, The Way of the Spirit, Moon of lsrael). For this much we

my rerurn to England (from his sccond trip to Egypt in 1904),"” Haggard
wiote “The Way of the Spirit, . . . [a book] that interested him [Kip-
‘much. Indeed he and I hunted out the title together in the Bible, as that
? by which it was first called, did not please him."*

it of al the help Haggard reccived from Kipling, the most interesting is
of three of Haggard's tles, The Ghost Kings (1908), Red Eve (1911),
the lee-Gods (1927). Because these tales are so widely separated in
te possible that Haggard got help from Kipling on other tales that he
n 1908 and 1925. The evidence of these three, however, is conclusive.
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rd himself mentions Kipling's assistance on The Ghost Kings in his auto-
biography. He reports that late in 1905, he entered a nursing home for an operation.
“When I escaped from that nursing home,” he later wrote, “very fecble and with*
much shattered nerves, 1 went to stay with my friend Lyne Stivens [a physi
friend of Haggard's who had restored him to health during the difficult time
lowing his son's death and who had been an attending physician at Haggard's
ation] to recuperate, and thence for a day or two to Kipling's. Here I re

we compounded the plot of “The Ghost Kings' together, writing down our ideas
alternate sentences upon the same shect of foolscap.”*® The foolscap Haggard
tions is preserved.*' Actually there are four pages (three quarto sheets) on wi
the tale is plotied in exacting detail. At the top of the first page, in Kiplings
writing, are two titles. “The Shapes” is crossed out and over it is written
Ghost Kings” Then seventeen lines in Kipling's hand outline the
the tale; Haggard's hand then takes up the plot and carries it on for some f
lines, leaving off in the middle of a sentence, where Kiplings hand again takes
and finishes the plot in some additional twenty-cight lines, cnding with the W
Curtain and a flourish of the pen. On the reverse sde of the second shet
plot emendations appear in Haggard's hand.

Just how much Kipling helped with Red Eve is not entircly clear; we
certain, however, that he created or helped create the character of Murgh, as a8
of Bateman's sationery indicates. For evidence there is the derivation e(
name, looking like a gencological chart. The two men, we
the idea of “Death” and worked their way through “Morgue™
all in Kipling's writing and is arranged thus:

Death's name
Takhe Adm
Adam
Mada
o 1 pan o
ung m
Pung | Mar s
Tarkoth
Koth Kot
Murth Morg
Morgue Murg
Murg Murg

In addition to the name chart, there is a pencil sketch of the head o
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pling and very like the word description of Murgh in the book. In Haggard's
d are the following notes:

furs —
s hasds bid T pecfumed glove [illegibe wod in parchess afier glove]
quict large boned m:
riew v Pope
over on one side, in Haggard's hand, is written: “Bateman's/K
5. 10, 08."
Kipling scems w0 have given Haggard the most claborate assistance on Allan
e Ice-Gods, which they worked over on Haggard's visit to Bateman’s in Feb-
1922, The evidence rests in a group of seven pages (four quarto sheets) con-
detiled plotting, alternating between Haggard's and Kipling's handwriting;
sketches; a list in Kipling's hand of the characters of the tale, with
ing phrases that either explain the meaning of their names or give a
description (eg. “WHAKA—a kind of illomen—one who howls;
E—a churl—one of the unlucky”); and a series, also in Kipling's hand,
d manuscript changes. On the reverse side of one page, Haggard wrot
of stary drawn up by Rudy:rd K. and myself at Bateman's [Feb. 1922] H.

ing's idea of

' hand. When Haggard returned from the visit to Bateman's, he
d his debt to his friend in an entry in his diary: “We spent a most
0 hours over the plot and 1 have brought home the results in several
written by him and myself.”**
gsause we know that the two men were sympathetic, that Kipling enjoyed
work aloud t0 close friends and family, and that he helped Haggard
it is hard to believe that Kipling did not consult his friend about his
and that Haggard did not return the courtesy of letting Kipling benefit
prolific imagination. Carrie Kipling's careful selection of the papers
be kept for posterity may have put an end to the possibility of determin-
it to which Kipling accepted help from Haggard. But some threads of
and these lead to interesting speculations.
and carly July, 1897, Kipling (in Rotingdean) worked over a
refrain “Lest we for ere were many interruptions, and
ot shape casily. Not until July 16 did he arrive at a satisfactory ver-
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sion** The poem was his “Recessional”, and when it was published in the Time
on July 17, it immediately became the hymn of the nation. A week carlier, belot
he had arrived at the completed version, Kipling wrote to Haggard to explain
he wanted to get across in the pocm:

Dear Haggard Your note did me much good — and thank you for it.
T've just come off a fortnight with the Channel Squadron off the North Coast
Ircland — rather a jolly time. Now, any nation save ourselves, with such a flect s’
have at present, would go out swily w trample the guts out of the rest of the
and the fact that we do not seems to show that even if we aren' very ciilsed,
about the one powes with a glimmering of civilization in us.  As you say, we've
had it somewhere in our composition. But my objection (© that hyma s that it
. seasons and

what any other country may think fit 1o give us.
gas but be ready to give people snuff” and T only covered the first part of the noi

The letter clearly implies that Kipling had sent “Recessional” in even an.
letter, undoubtedly to ger Haggard's opinion of it, and thar Haggard had
commented on it once.

In two different places, Kipling acknowledges that reading Haggards!
the Lily (1892) helped give him the idea for the Jungle Books, his most
tales to this day:

T chaned ha 1 had wriven e bous Indin Foresty werk whih

brought up by wolves [Kipling in h.. molmsmhy].
mum, w0 S of she i 1892 sgmi. e of i W el
childhood's magazine, and a phrase in Haggard's Nada b Ll/y. combined
echo of this tale. After blocking out the main idea in my head, the pen
and I watched it begin t write stories about Mowgli and animals, which
into the Jungle Books.

Closer to the time when he composed the Jungle Books, Kipling acknowd
debt in a letter to Haggard. “Tt was a chance sentence of yours in Nadd
he wrote from Vermont on October 20, 1895, “that started me off on a &8
ended in my wriing 3 lot of wolf soris. You remembe in your ule
wolves leaped up at the fect of a dead man sitting on a rock?
page 1 got the notion. I¢s curious how things come back again, isn
o tell you when we met: but T don't remember that T ever did."

Both Haggard's and Kipling's tales of wolf men arc
of their individual imaginations, but there is a striking similarity
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two men create (Mowgli and Gilazi, for example) and a close relationship be-
Ten some of the incidents.
Haggard's notcbooks and war diaries reveal that Kipling sometimes discussed
plots with him and read his tales aloud to him before publication. One such
appears for Scptember 30, 1911: “We talked a great deal on many subjects,
plots for books, etc. He read me some of his plays and we discussed others,
ly one that would deal with the fall of the British Empire.”
And there are many more suggestions of Haggard in Kipling's tales. Anna
gand, in her study of Kigling's Reading, realizes that Kiplings “genuine
" for Haggard's tales was bound to have an effect upon his own imagina-
f Haggard could supply an impulsc . . . [for the Mowgli stories]." Miss
dt argues, “he must indeed have meant much 1o Ki She recognizes
ce of Allan Quatermain, She, and King Solomon's Mines in other works
# but there are also similaritics in the stories of reincarnation the two
te, in their Bocr tales, and in a remarkable tale cach wrote about communi-
with spiits in their cosmic resting places by means of telcgraphy.
gard's affection for Kipling and the kinship between the two men is per-
ed in Haggard's dedication to his friend in The Way of the Spirit
| uis worth noting that it s dated August 14, 1905, quite carly in the annals
endship:
igs— Both of us believe that there are higher aims in lfe than the weay-
es well or i, and according to our separate occasions strive (o fulfil this

el

£

we talked together of the plan of this tale, and when you read the
your judgment thercof was such as al of us hope for from an honest and
end—gencrally in

found imtercst in it 1 offer it t0 you, in token of much T cannot write.

of Kipling's and Haggard's naural affinity, mutual interests,
and working collaboration, as it survives through the years, at best
 the friendship between the two men. Their frequent meetings made
ey, and even when they met, there was berween them an under-
d expression. Their spiritual rapport would be difficult to
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do prl.mxn and Haggard's interest in the land, concern for the Empire, literary
cooperation, and spiritual agreement, that tell us how they wete

P e friendship grew.

1o s clear that Kipling supplied Haggard with the understanding he sed
got within his family circle and the firm prop his ego required. Hag
offered Kipling a friendship and companionship he also needed and 2y
They found in cach other the qualities of person, mind, and imagination they ma
admired, and these quaitics drew them together and fashioned a remarkable f
ship and literary collaboration.

1L Letters from a Friend

Kipling once wrote that “without ... a friend, man would perish."**
he had a specific friend in mind when he wrote these lines, we do not know,
50, he might very well have been thinking of Haggard. It was in the las thr
months before Haggard's death that Kipling wrote his friend a series of
leters that offers us a rare insight into the association of these two lierary’
The letters serve, furthermore, as a glass in which we se reflected a dlear in
Rider Haggard at the end of his active lie.

On November 5, 1924, the sixty-cightyearold Haggard delivered the
address at a luncheon in Stationers' Hall celebrating the bicentenary of his pa
ers and friends, Longmans, Green, and Company. It was a moving speech, and
and the Times ran a rather detailed account of it on the following day. On:
home from Stationers' Hall, however, Haggard was stricken with “a violent d
upset and chill.” He was confined to his Norfolk home for the long winter.
that followed; the illness grew worse, and he became gaunt and weak.
changed in some intangible fashion”, his daughter remembers. “His
grown oddly thin, so thin that the heavy Egyptian rings which he wa
slipped off them. Also his face had settled into...[a] sadness.™ All
the months through which Haggard lay bedridden were not without aci
was a quick-minded, high-spirited, vigorous person, and he did not take.
casily. His mind remained energetic, and through his illness he conti
to his secretary and, when he felt up to it, even wrote himself

But he also brooded, for he saw that his once robust body was b
at last. Making a final reckoning of his life was not easy, and he welg
solace that came to him from his family and his few remaining friends.
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Kipling, on hearing of Haggard's illness, wrote to him at once, and, as the
wecks passed and he became aware that Haggard's condition was serious, he faith-
{ully performed the last offices of friendship. The letters he wrate the ailing Haggard
were frequent, long, and intimate, letters from a most affectionate friend. Nor did
e wite them all from his comfortable study at Bateman's, for he and his wife were
o4 motor trip through France for much of the spring of 1925, Yet Kipling wrote
ly, never allowing the exigencies or diversions of travel to interfere with his
employment.
“The letters came, every few days, full of chitchat about France and Kij
iences there, replete wiih observations about life and nature, body and spirit.
And although we do not have Haggard's replics, K|pl|ng s words are a counterpoint
Haggard's thoughts and feclings during his final months, and show 1o how
pling sharcd his friend's hopes and apymhensmm and the news of his advances

reverses.
The letters begin at Bateman's on February 15, 1925, after Kipling first hears
gard's illness:

old man,

heard, a day or two ago that you are under the weather at Ditchingham: and |
at once o send you mixed condolences and congratlations. Tn a hellbroth of
sinte like this, bect's the best and soundest place there is; and anyhow, all England
oc filthy ditch (full) at present. So lie up in peace: only send me a line when you
like it... Turning to poliics and Lloyd George, Kipling continues:] He has

e i cod i o and s ot o i e o€ S o

i You said the mob threw him up and the mob would throw him down.

what Haggard is writing or whether he is simply answering crank letters,
requests that Haggard recommend a film of one of his books for him to sec.
later he writes again, another chaty leter, in which he reports that he had
“Norweegee Minister who had just discovered Egype. He went down there,
led, he says, by your words: and he was immenscly full of it and of them.”
ad of the lettr, he adds: “'ve been putting in a spare time of selfexamina-
et envying your record.”

following week, Kipling writes again, answering Haggard's heated re-
a flppant remark Kipling had made about small holdings in onc of his
i+ * Keep your hair on’ as the boys used to say. 1 haven't your Tsaiah
s Gminuion”,and e swurs bim e i sealy on i e n
ers. Kipling gocs on to complain about his farm and to tell
- e Kipling children are of him, adding,
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| I must be nice 1o inspire affection at short notice. 1 haven's the
Rides you b g o Kb — e those: doonae igles e oo

Ecclesiasticus who is my refuge, doesn't h:lp always. T've had a touch of it
i a deuce of 4 lot of thinking — the sum and substance is

as straight and high a record as you have of work done.

sions and now I rather regret Dictate me another letter sometime.

“Two days later Haggard did, and this is one of the few letters of his to

ling that survive. Tn part he writes:
] T ain glad to say that T am somewhat better. T got up yesterday & st in the

pudding cr
was the deuce of & hun for one of them the oxher ght — finally. retricred o
seat of my pyjamas.
By the way, I think T saw you had a birthday not long ago. Would you

present of a ring to use as a seal, for it i too massive to wear, copper I think.

Tictle gold in it, Egyptian 18th Dynasty, & very curious in its way, probably
| ring of Akhenaton whose name has been perverted on it, perhaps because it

lawful to use it after his death as it stood; just as the Zulus in my youth wor

3

| suit Lord sol.mhumugh'- convenience & 5o forth, & the thing grew uniil it bos
over,

Within a week came another message from Kipling in which he th
Haggard for the scal, “which you needn't tell me has no duplicat
o much about Akhenaton's dealings with i (he probably countersigned a el
of the Social Progress nature before he was busted) but that it has been youn
that you've given it to me does mean a lot to this teacher of the alphabet*
And two days later, Kipling replied to another note from Haggard ah
seal: y

Yes I value old Akhenaton's thumbpicce but more than that I value vei
cockeeyed pe. (no T won't sell it for an autograph!) which shows “cvidence

and improvement. Did you fabricate it lying on your belly, or did you
underneath — the thing you as T've done under like circomstang
‘There's no news except that spring is here (with a hell of a N.W. wind)

il intentions and on her way o Nochlk m ke 1o whole s and

| {t let your attendants persuade you that

i by vl iyl o whereupon I would burst into tears
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then sggess that Haggard read Doughiy's drabia] I syptic .. . in syl and as
Culpeper would say, “helps mightily against the emerods.”

Four days later, the Kiplings were off on a chauffeured auto holiday in
e, But throughout the trip, there was a regular exchange between Kipling
u Haggard. On March 12, Kipling writcs a long letter from the RMSS. Nor-
waiting to sail from Southampton: “I wish you were along too. You'd cuss
— in spite of the lavish and odorous steam-heat — but you'd like the smell
docks again.” From Chartres two days later another letter: “Til write soon.
an't tell me 0 stop because 1 haven't an address.” Five days later came Kip-
g remarkable tale of a visit to the chatcau of the Princess of Monaco. Her Royal
had urged the Kiplings t0 stop even though she hersclf would be away,
did. Although they found the chateau undergoing extensive repairs, Kip-
d bis pasty were regally entertained by the staff. After an haute-cuisine lun-
5, “brick villas”, with plumbing that would
English vicar’s wife” Six days later Kipling, now at Biarritz, acknowl-

0 of Haggard's leu
*panuc Sir is vastly improved and the fact that you can (whether vertical or
good tales is most grari the

s ke s e e
ce 10 have a look at it? - . . There are

it will end by d(pmlmg your morale and

England's all right

§ 10 the sedative qulitis of the air & the inhabitants—but its no

you think they'll let you move out a ltdle bit? You

ng up in the afternoons. When will you arise in the morn, and stagger
‘even as far a5 Hull—and go “forcign” for awhile?

but you've sill got a fine glow of
1 don't quite accept your ideas of your
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travelling days being over: and the fact of calling a discase by a name as long as
P (t make it any more is, When they cut me 0
endways, | rejoiced in a lovely lot of names of disgusting import—but words b
Rider, to men of our calling, do not kill. Put that in your Kaffie Calabash pipe
dmoke .. Toe i 0 e o Bl oy i maks B ez
that remote stare for

el iy job t0 transplant him from
ick unto death. Now you would have slgompmatc
should do. . . .

—which was practically what he demancded I By some e

i pow
1 find tht T bave goneon ight up 0 the cnd f he ik page. thiking it was the
you'll have to stick it a litde lony me

me laugh. Rummy!  Seeing that you are the sick
t (1 come, | am persuaded, of a long line of bankrupt undertakers).

peramen

On April 5, five days later:
Desr i an: Noshing from you for she st e das & 1 Lve ot 1 gl
B i day 5 tys, P i a

the bottom out of the argument,
nd here comes yours of the Srd (I was haging it

¥ have
weather You gt setbacks, Al e s in consiracy of course o il yo
I ande the bdkabes o hat prpose Bt 1 e you've. ot o
own fist—not so bad either—which greatly cheers me. .
mind what you say: all the letters are duly burncd
1 the door at your pleasure. Its good for 2 man sometimes to say what
heart—cven if he is running a temperature.  Ever affectionately, Rudyard.
From Paris, five days later:
Dear ald man — Justin from Tours to find yours of the S with the good
you've been trekking about in a Bath chair. Hurrool It isn't quite the s
Boer pony or even an ax-wagon; but ‘twil serve for a start: and you've got ihe
sinds i yout e (o efetion i simile; but Tl let it
line ere to let me know how you are going out and getting
vt (In's hallah). Ever affectionately, Rud.
At this point in H
up to London for a more thorough examination than was possible at
House. The nurse dressed him, the ambulance came, and Haggard, d
buttonhole, was driven to London. Kipling gets the news of this d
April 20, while still in Paris. He replies immediately:
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* Dear old man — Your last dictated letter catches me on the very edge of going off to
‘Boulogne for the evening's boat. You don't tell me when, exactly, you go up for your
exam: but I'm going to write to Ditchingham when 1 get back. One advantage of a
mmitcee of experts sitting on one is that (like Councils of War) they rarcly recom-
nend operations. 1 the individual surgeon who does that.
Mare likely "twill be some kind of weatmeni—of infinite length & boredom. But
e o the yea wath, you and th kove o your fiends round you — Bl you &
usand times. Ever with affection, Rud.

fWo wecks later, from Bateman's, Kipling writes to Haggard in the nursing home:
And I've got your note of yesterday; and this, you need not be

same mil
Don mes o gy, bt the
who lives by his imagination pays for his gift a thousandfold in such places
smell of em makes that terrible machine turn on its lleged owner and rend i

And the grub matches the wallpaper; and the slow, sickening pully-
o internal. biervations sinks one’s sul into one’s boots, So we are persuaded
tour vitality is lowered, which, luckily, it isn't. Only we feel that way: so it is
seal. Can you, by any means, relax and let go -\w;(exh(r-—(nhcr I e
.

be. But there is this—and

h occasion:
e the big Machine of Fate is felt and realized to have us in
and content on the matter—on all :

the conviction and Aow do you contrive to nail down and

That's what T want to know. 1 don't pretend (that ‘ud be cheek) t0 judge
kin the least. T only know, in my own person, that it held me as a drug

’s battle are as good as any.
yourn. That's no small thing cither, old man. And while
overcome by the ancient marvel, as I lay, that a man's carcass should be
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such a disgusting, ill perfumed, vilely packed bag of tricks while his soul, at the same
almost, should sit :h:enly trumpeting above it alll—and therefore all
¢ be vty
Tl berwiiiog sguin iia iy and believe
ion of your many many hundred i e et b A
always lovingly, Rud*

Two days later:

Dear old man — Just a linc . . . to acknowledge your note of the 6th. The Load

troversy of the time] is in a fair way of coming true? Have you noticed how
smallpox is digging itsel into certain crowded centres, and . . . is really
0 explode. I've been watching it for the last two years—but you foresaw it &
or twelve before that. And 'twill be d-d serious.
rd was operated upon during the sccond week of May, and there is
more letter from Kipling, this to Haggard's secretary:

Dear Miss Heetor:

1 am tremendously in your debt for your notes about Sir Rider: and your
of this morning made me feel a lule casier.

Seeing that the operation was last Saturday morning and he is reported as
& smoking on Tuesday, there secm

T'm off tonigh for Brusiels where I shall be stayi s
in case th xhould be anything o tell me or wire in a hurey. T expect to be
Lo the 19th or 20th. 1 shan't trouble him with 2 letter unless you
Ve ioseel, Rodyard Kigliog.

When Kipling wrote this letter, his friend was already in a coma,
- following day, May 14, 1925, Rider Haggard died. But it is quite clear
troubled, painful months before his death, Haggard had taken much
the “sheltering tree of friendship” that Kipling helped provide.
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