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RUDYARD KIPUNG AND RIDER HAGGARD 

I. Frwods 1mtl Calld·or<rtarr 

Men ov.ou.s AU AWAU th~t ). K. Strph~n linked Kipling ~ntJ Hagg~rtl ID a bit 
oltloggcrd deploring th~ <Late nf writing in the 1890's and proying for a ""~"'n 

When the Rudy~rds <ease from kiphng 
Andtlw: Haggard• Ride no more. 

b Ktpltng and Haggard have more in cnmmon th~n IMJ.r unusu..al narna and 

llw ).'C"tk ahuw:. Even in 1891, wMn S.ephcn'o vcTK first awarcd in the C<rm 

I.;Jf' &vr~w. they were alrc:otly wdl OC<jUaint.ed and Wet< in fact at the beginning 
oiaclo.oor fricru.bhip which w:u to l.>st for over thmy.five yuu. The full otory of 
lbatfricnd.htp, however, has not yet been told 

n.. two men met in 1!189, when Haggard w:u thiny-thrtt and Kipling ten 
...,.,h,.)unior. HaAAard,.•aoatthccratofhisfameandpqmlority,thc•=ful 

Rho< of Ki~g Sl)l""'on', M mu (1885), S~~ (IS87), and a number of other African 

.... ncn. Ktpling.althou8"h he had achicvedsomc di11inction in the &11 with hio 

... oi lrnlim lifc, "'"-'· nn tM other hand, vinu..ally unknown in EngW.d. it did 

-. b.:noc,•cr, take critico ouch ao W. E. Henley and Amlrcw i.:lng very kmg after 

lumvtd £mm l ncl,; in IRB'l to <tt in thi• mouStochcd. reticent youth the makings 
tlaiitcnry go:mt. ·nu:y <]Uickly took him in tow, and it w~s !.:log w]~, shepherded 

~ mto tJ,., cir<!c of Savil~ wiu wh~re h~ ~nd Hagg:lfd fim met. 

'Th<y we"' ><rikingly differem in physial ~f'P"aranu and in pcuonal trail>: 
liwmJuU, !>e:.rdcd, !mid-voiced. and cb~llien!, an after-dinner optakcr who w:u 

- in public affai" ~nd a• cumforuhk 11and•ng in the limelight ~• wJiktng 
~ h.io N,rf,)k fi~k!s; Kipling shrn1. bcspctt:adcd, retiring, and inten<c:, ~n 

.... llllm;wwhocoul<l"!<:imo1heheanofthings>tagl;onccbutwhoso:Jr><t<k>ty 

, mtricted his publi~ mtcr:tn<e5 tn !lnria and poems 



Thc:irs w:a ~ o;:asw.l xquaintanct:ohip at firsL Kipling mmt ~~ read H:'l· 
gard"o Egypu~n roman.:o: Cl~fX'Irrl (1889) 100t1 aft~r he arrived in London, for Ill 

a p:mxly of Bret Hme'1 ~Truthful Jarna" whtch Kipling Wrolc to amuoc: hi1 CYU· 

widtning circk of fmn.H at the S..vilc, M alludt:. aitic:a.lly oo Haggard"• talc. 1111 
this w:uall in good fun and dod oot JIK""nl Haggard from ouJ'I"'r1-ing Kipli~~·· 

oominationfor rncmbcrship in thcS..vik in JS9J. Evcnearlic:r,howcvcr,altl>ouglo 
Kiplingcompl:aincdtnAI~rthat'"Londonioavilcpbco:,"hcspokeofthm:litcr• 

vy friends, ~ Amtcy and Haggard and Lang and Co. l who J arc prcwo.g on mnbt 
wisdom ol tdcmifying myxlf wnh tome ~n."' 

But Kipling did not ha~ to both.r planning a carec:r; bio bmc w:u :wuml 
from thc;Jtan. Within oi~ rnonU.. of hi1 arrival in London, he w;u the htcnry 
nun ol the day. E.diton oaamblcd for hiJ stories and vena. critics pr.tiocd W..m­
IDughttorr>MtheyoungS""tliSfromtheEaot,andtbereoadingpublicw:o~~ ... 
otrucknverlhcncwadcm:csandcolloquiall•nguagcin h>tvcnc. 

Some ~rs JI.W Kipling'• o.udden riJC 21 ~threat to Haggard's f:unc; tbtJ 
prmicttdth:u Kipling WI)Uld cclipochiocontcrnporary. Aoearly u Now;mb,rll, 
1889, Jnhn AddingHwl Symo...W wrmc of • m:~king the :o«JU.tinl.:lnce of Rady ... 
Kipling .•. ~ very atraordinary young rrw1 •..• The S..vik Wlll all 011 the 
.,;..., about him. whcn I luncbed thc:rc once wit.h Goat. Rider 
rc:~lly aggricnd at a nun with a double: b.>.rnlled llli!IIC, adder tlun 
up. Liter:tlly."" t\\so, on March 21, 11190, Henry lama wrolc from I-ondon 
Stc:'t<'ruon in s..,_: •Wc11 tell you all abow. Rudyuil Kiphng-your 
n-nl.. lie h:u lilkd one immort:ol-Ridcr H'ggud.."'" 

But though Kipling ~nd H~gg;.rd often appc;okd oo tM sunc 
tcxture,inugirn>tiveqwolity,andsuhj«tm.:~ttcroftheir work wcrcoo 
C>Mdidnothunthe~put21ionor$alaclthcDlhcr. Neither the: 
tKX the cnu....,. of their indi.-idual arecn c~~ted any Jlt""""'l 
two, and both men loterhadonly plc:a..ontrncmoric:soltheir 
lingrtealle-dtil.:lt~ltooktohimatonco:,hcbcingthcstlmp 

trmte-dbymcnatsight;andhccouldtdltaks.mainlyabol.lt 
the table .... 

Because the ruleofburningin·lctten w~ssddombrokco · 
hold, the friendship between HaR~ard :md Kipling ;, chronicled 
kttcrstoHag,a::ud.whichrangc<m:rapcriodolthiny·ftveycan. 
the q1L11tty of the relation.hip the two men enjoye-d from the time 
thmthcwayinwhichthc(rieudshipdccpencd. 



The. ""rllat uu.nt lencr mw.l h:r.v~ bttn wnucn in lato: 'f"'ng, 1891. In n, 

K..pling thank. Haggud for a oopy of Enc Bnr.lttryrr (11!9\), H~ggard'1 luland .. 
"Po which H.:tggard iuld ldt for him attho S:lvilc. ''h'1all as arong as wire 1'1:¥•~ 

DroKipling,:uwl,allud•ngtoamuw.>robjcctionhen"'k"'""rliuinthe\.,_to:r,:adds 

tba "\wcr~ impcruncnt of me: 10 cnuco...,."" 

Hoggard and Kiplmg, 11 JCCms, k~pt 1n !ouch through 1h~ yn11 th~t K1phng 
..thi1 Amc:rLQn bndc:, C..mc. Jiw<.l in Vermont (1!192-96),tbough only one ol 

•~.tu,. th~t JI<HfC'd hotwa:n thorn surviV(:t.. HIM :Uu:1' the K1pl1ngo murnod lo 

I.agbOO.. and p;~nicubrly after 1902. when they OO...ght &t~nu.n'o, tho home 1n 
S... wht:r~ they would h~ out the r~mundcr of their hvts, oh.: ootreipOndcncc: 
IDwun Kiphng and I bggud resumed and the fricii<Uhip bo:twccn tMm oook oo 

-I'I'IWI1Df:. lnjuly,l897.Kiplinf:WI'U!ctnHoggudabom•narlydr:~flofa 

.,.,. :llld in the: wnc kner asked ;odvocc ~bout housclo:ccpon~o: 1n Suutb Afr.u. 
llsr,.b.ondC' .. uric were plonn1ng a wontcr holiday. Aru:l "' 11'199 Kiplmg wrote 

llh...:..tially ..bout Hawrd'• agn<uhural chroruck A ftlNIIn'r YrGr. Bur tho 
..,,..nnutonlvwrotcrucachoth.or;lnthc mtd·andlatc·nmttits.thcy mUll have 
:~nofrrn 

For Hagg.ud tl>ts.: wen: Y"" uf polnick1ng ond bul.ineu de::r.longs in the City 
.. n> 1n~h in London. Kiphng, li~ing in Rotungdcan, was within asy reach ol 
~ •nd he'"" g<ll up to town olt~n. M~ing• at the S:lvilc, the Society oi 

•nd~t the ho•T~«ol mutu;r.l frn:nds ~re frequent. On M:ry 20.1898, 

Jtv"m! waJ cb.Urm>n ar. a thnncr of the Angi&.Afric:rn Wrot<n' Oub ~t th.o Grand 
i\lrl•ll<l Kiphn~twaogucst. of tbc:""rung. Haggard mtroduced Kiplong wan 
..&w •udocncc th;t.t incltodcd Sir Henry Bulwcr, Sir Waltcr Peace ( tho A~nt· 

c..a.J.,[N., .. l). Sir U. W.Grccna~;rc (the. Mayor of Durt..n).and oth.or OO!ahlts. 
lrr lfJd a tdcgr.tm from Cccil Rhotks uprcuing his rcgm :u ~ being prac11t. 

kadjuotrcturnodfromhisiCCOndviJittoSouthAfric:r.andwastoolulre 

""1"'-"''withrhow:pr<=nt. Alongwiththt:rcportolthcocczsion 1nthe 
l(l •·•d.'• IHIX ol dw: Afncg" Rcuicw "I'Pearcd an anonym'JtiS poem in 

IIJ...ipbp~ in which Haggard waJ aloo mentioned: 

1•t..a'~~~nblcw:aoter.Mr.Kip!in',tlu.tii..U. 
"'~"•'umantho'l'm'umbk,an'J'...:~a·anan'b,.U,; 
M'ldoe!abito'rr;odu>'olanertiJ>',I!ffan'on, 
Ao'OIISul'l<hyl.foraU.ot:ance,wbc!•l'mkepcintlonnbJntn. 



" I'm acqu.ain!Cd wirh your Slorito. :on' by Gem, o.ir, 1hoy'n: A 11 
I 'o•elaugbed,an' I 'o•ecried, •~' fdt 11 <r«J>J os an be. 
Thcrc'oMuh-aocy, why, Lor'bkso 1'"' '•'•• rq:'b.r pal o' mint, 
Soon:Ortherita~~'Wn:J)'d,lhq=rtalli~pal•"'-· 

"J omnocmuch'andotp<><try,hut ! ' .. rooyou'reopoet; 
(Once l 'eardachapro:citin'.,.,..,U.toSnlled'ThcBolivor,' 
Hutlcan'<llrlmno:mborwhatlhe ••neowa~obout.) 
Stillthc!yoaythatyw'rea(>Utl,•ir,on' l1ltokemyoo.ohyouar<:. 

"l 'o...,.olooapoaid,'NowKiplto','c'tagmiuoouoan'OIK, 
The•<• no bloomin' doubo obout il. on' I'd oay ., ... ~,. &«1 
lluto' ..,.,,,. thcy'r<:oio'• noehanno' ohot,""" why I well ·~·•• gent, 
Whik I'm 1 'umbk waiter. whkh I 'opeo I knowo my J>l.>«'. 

"A•tbcCruJonMonday .. nua' l wo•foulytookot:.<k, 
An' l pnocnde .. lt.dwh.:n th,ys;~idosyou'dbetbcre; 
llutyoumisflt'o~kno:k.dmcbo<:kwar<bwh<ntlw:y..UflockcdiltiOdin<. 
All' l fuundyoull"')'lablcln'a.foinin'...,.ttheOWr. 

"Ohl l woiu:donycrpropcrfromlhciOUpright lllthcend, 
l'lleuwoonorhia'llytr...,.t.dbut)'OUpin'lrfoll'>tl., 
You'd the nicest eutll' addle, you'd the pick o'lhe ,..._, 
An' l kcp'y«gllltl..bo-immin'-tl>o'youuknyerliquorolow. 

"l'hcnll;.r....,dlll~lf'C"kin'(l ..... •'idbcbindthcoc...,n) 
An' I Aid, 'Wdl. thio ·..., Kiplin'. '•'• 1 ,..., an' no milul:e;' 
An' J .. id,'Ob-•hio .. o.ilin',ehudt ir,ler'ogooutan' fighL 
l &bouldliketopUJ>Chi<XR<'Kllow'•'eadforgoodoldEnglond 'o'"k<r 

"'Now the Choirmon, Mr. 'Agprd. '•'• a hauthor I~ 
l 'lnrad'itotorinm..:&nytimn..lfoirlydoo:non'Sbe.' 
All the llm< - on' Mr. 'Ag~ard, 'e11 ogr .. wioh thi>, I know -
Foro g<n<nl good oll.,._,...., you',. 1 lfCOI<r mon tbon 'e. 

"Mr.Kiplin',Mr.Kiplin',ohlyoulinlek ....... that night 
'Ow l wont.djuntoopcakruyouan'tdl rouwhat l thinks, 
I'd 'a...,civm mynighl'•carnins' to'o...,'ad 1 word with,.,.... 
l'd'a""li•enup"')'W«ii's,sir,to'a~ttn.udyou<Odrinh 

"I am hut a 'umhle woiu:r. Mr. Kiplin', thot is oll, 
Out I'm 'utn.~.t~ rho' I'm 'umbk, ..,• r ·~ I"" 1 'can an' bnillo; 
Aa'you'npllft<Cit:IIUWII..,..Jerwbocanow<:atthatyou'n:ohridt, 
lln'l11 .. yootoyourfaee,sir,if lwoillonyouagoinl"" 

Whm U.. Kiplings ldtlcd in the country, aw~y from London. 
pnain.l a.dvo.tt :aOOut thc:ir bnd, and they oought 1t from H~gg=l. 

Rider Hltggud would •ioit us from time 10 tun< ( Klfll.ing wtot< 1ot.r 



-.1 ~if<:"" ol b;. a<nplc: ~nd wi>dcm. I mnembn I pbnted oom< D<!W appl~ lrtt> in 
111 old orduord. th.n r<nted 1>1' on hioh,.an. who at once put in an a~ilc •nd hungi"T 
pL Ho~rd ,...., !he ~binotion Nddml~ anc momins. He l-1 ~ifto of op«<h 
-.lsaid,·crydarlothatnn<''mi>:htoowtllputS.tan inonorchuduopt.' I 
b,n"'"'"hc- .. M!olnn<hctrn~nts.butllr....,..I0<1edonil.' 

111.: lottcn th~t 



l""uh)OUk~XWhowmudlthowikal!dlh.oocor~~,....,·Farma'oYcar']Kiplioc 
w-.. 011 Nootrnbu 12. 1899]. , .. In"'" tiny way wt aho luvc mode npor,.,.. 
with la~d' and )Oilr figurca made us,...., oympotbcciatll~. O.a and abowc the O<tllll 
facltl<b>'tthinkt.borchalna"'-'nabtn«bookoitboo;u>r:,<c>nunort(wbi<hll• 
a.mmon) qu~<t humorouo real coontry life in l'.ngbnd. l'n ...,_., g<>ing '-:k a!ld• 
rndong it olowly and Jeuurdy, for tho 111r:n: wtc ol it- ... me ao Gilh<n WIU!< 

Three ob)" btcr J.i.ipltng ~ddal. "I think the Year hook jA 1'-tr't y...,J .;.1 

W..--..s a ><udy ol ttruoin bcu and oondt!i<lno 01 a ccnain date "' our hut"')'-hb 

Tu ... r.M Whcn Rt<r•l F.ngl•"'· Hagprd'o tw<Holurnc '""'C1 ol !'.nglid! 

culture. •f'(J<.>ml. Kipling hnc:knal Hagpr<l will• Lnglond'• '"'" grr:ucu 
culturai«<OOffii<u. 

Da.-Cdobctt·Yoong·Hagga.d. Fur the la>< w""k ur m<><< the wile and I 
ondtng R~f'fll E•fi.U, ... ut. dKp 'pf (I dolo'• ,.an 011 """""' af <he 
rc•akd) and admi,.,.tioo. l bought it bwfully in market"'"" and n 
Farmcr'o Year bctw<rn Young"o Agrocuhun: ai SOW<:I' and 
bat"'>"" dcq>ly and profOUDdly bcauoc it'• a •-' •'"'S"'" ,. ..... 
andwatniogandchotklullofon-~ .. 
wrottftlloyoufrun 
tbcoootofitthat =:: ..:!:~&'"a~~, .... C':".""~"""~ '"'"':"'"' .. ":""":":"''h<~l 
thcrcntalofthacl"llu•aoncca 
olwr.X,.,.,.sbcphcrdo...,oinurhuit ""'"'P"'"""·cpcuontry .. 
go.ng tO lu•c my Rurtll England bound in pig1kin !..or,.,) UM' ' 
hoakin~way.•• 



RUDYARD KII'I.ING AND RID£R HAGGARD 

..... , thcgov..rnmcnt'o bunglmg through the rnr• and hu g"'at concern for 

.. rutoonal good. 1'btr 1how al., tlw although Kopling himodf would not t.it on 

annns, M "'old lbg,gard'• ann mission "'flU"' c;agcrly and folloW«~ hio fri~nd'o 
ltlt.,Uel wnh ke<:n nl!crcsl: 

lwugbdmgrtyourkucroflho: 4th and to learn tlw}'OU oppnn·cd olopcntiam 
•ao:>ducrcdon my flank ofthcotuod<. [Kiplinl"'""" (..., CapeT"""' on lanO&I"J 
!\ 1902) ••.. Yow lidc of tbt attack- tbc quatiool of food oupply il as you •J •A~ 
•11&10<1<'. You hll•cth.. figur .. o~d fOo<tJ ond th<o inflUmo<: and for goodncu oakc k<q> 
<11 hommcting at it. Whllt mok<1..,.. oick il whllt ,..Jt.,.you t.i<:k- the w-ay,"' wit, 
iowh>ehthcrupont.iblo:politirianadmiuth.tmldtntthof ..... 'acontcntlonoandtbcn 
apli<itiJ•JOthatbcdoo:m'rda,.,'aoU.:odroflt<:ofl"'hli<:opioiooo'aod.,on. 
Well~'•lo><k!Wcnccdit. 

t..ltr tbot ,., .... year, a month after Haggard'• Rural E~glud appc.orcd m ptint, 

tirUn~ was willing to hdp the cau~C: of E'.ngltsh agriculture with h.io poetic tolcnu: 

r ... Ngestioo abou1 1bc RuJal Mux a~ to me mightily [be •yo "'u Uft<bt<d 
... fugard ...,.;•t<.~ on J:)onnobcr 27, 1902). I am .lowly diocowcring &.gland 
.aidtiltbcmoot.......derful (.....,1'1" land I """"••crbecn i11. A. you IOJ it lw no 
p,b and no taU><tl men n<q>< alcw dayo' oupply olcach and i1 'l"'nd' ill time 1clling 
-IC•d•«1'huhl;.... Butthe.....,"''ucotioooil«riow.. l""tirdyagl'ftwithyou 
._tbctown-brcdpaoon. Hclwtoopcndh.alfbislimckttpingfiloullidchio..,.. 
.,_. .. IUch ou~:ht to be malt>ng him fit whik bc wt~~lu. If thac ilany woy iD 
O'l!idtmyAgrialltun:MLH<moJbcofocrv;.;,.Lotcr,why!hcnuV>rgilOiyo'Corncon, 
• ()Wng) kuobondmon' and command mr. 

h )'Qt! Wcr, >fto:r Hoggard hod h.tpcd wrict the rtpm for a apcci•l commiUiort 

•~MandKiplingatllWrcdlhcoldindigmtionOvt'l'lhcgovtr ... 
-··bl.itldnc$s 

I• 10 you l now lfOl a kwcr of the pta~<nr '"""' [wro<c Krpling £rom rhc: HOl<l 
c..;.l'.ngrlbcrg,M Jarmary 2R, 1909] .... llur what an F..ngland- could ,..lt~ 
~ .. <addDftlygaholfofyou• progr:unii>Cpurthrough. F'orgi.., ,...if lam a pas;. 
-n..,:on:allouchaoe~offlagrantandpa~ttr...,tlianthall.,.,'tbd....,iflthcir 
.,.....,..cr&ltf<hillg.Johollbc~Jyf'k-'dtho'illheyde<dopanyor-rko 
Ill ...... 1 or gnuitud< toward. ~ou 

Vld!bcn'oh~~:kl We need it. 

lw:! tb wnc yt;tr, K.Lpbng w>rt>td l l.tgg>rd ag.:un about the mgrauntdo: of 
"YPU'«gctalongandah>.rd,butavuygoodrowtohoc,whcwrotc 

B.oton.n'o oo Dr:cr:mbcr 14, 1909. "'nly "'member !hat oooocr or lac•r you 
br We down and given aw•y 1nd gc:ncrally n:pudia1«1 by1ht Bc.:tsu with whom 
it....,.ll:lOciatc. They""' ooly unit«< oo one thing and that ;s!ying.w 

Al...dy mng ~~ to eye oa nuny things. Kiplmg and Haggard fot~nd an-



Dl~r aust tn common tn 1920, ovbom ~ grottp of ~mmenl Enghslun"n founded tic 
Li~ny League lO combat the advan«o of 1\ulm.,...i,m. A long lmer c:xpl~1mng "' 
Lc.g~~~:'o in~<:nuono ~ppe>rcd in the: Ttmu (Mm:h J, 1920, p. 12), ab<w" the .;p.. 
tu~ ol 111 clumn~n, H~gg:ud, and otMr founders, ~ncludtng Ktl>lmg; and"" ·i. 
followmg d:ty, the Tomtl reponed the League'• inaugur;al ""«Ung. 1'hliJ,.._ 

joontng of H.agg:ud and Kiphug lW to ~nothcr ..,. of mildly o:mric.:ol vc,.... 

REvery Boloh!loblaclr;gow"d,R 
Soid Kipling to Hoggard. 
MAndgi•~wtipplingt 

Said Haggard 1<1 Kipling. 

MAndabloomingootuUa," 
Said Rudyord letRi<lotr. 

'1'hm domoon 0. hlood-prd,M 
Said RodcrwRudyard. 

M'l'hat'sjuot whatlu.yt 
Said!lw:auU.:..oi.TJ~e.t. 

HI Ag,.; I ag:m<.R 
Said !lw: aulhor ol. S~t." 

Ho~rnu.,rcsttngthctwomco.'•pol•ttco.landagricultural 

U.C,r l11uary rd..,uonslup tlw dcxrva ~mcubr ~ttention. They 
ofuc:h Dlher's abilitiu. Haggard regarded Kipling 31alrUI: 

oor En,pire" and"""" of 1hc mott brilliant men alive."" "I 
sofullof'hght':nKtphng,MHaggud wrQte tn hiodtuy in 

anyo~qoute so quick atleiring and<kv<:lnpmg an tdu. Hch••• 
(.,nilc mind."11 

AD<I of Hagg:ml, KiplinR wrnt" that M""""'"'~' a 
mond, am:o~n "'llh a morcronvincmg imagu ... uon."" AD<I thuuJO:h wr 
gard's rctn.:~rk1on Kipling's individual works. Kophn~'soptnion u( 

ta!Qaro r""''l'dcd and wonh not.ing. 

Commenting on lbggmro Tlfc W•r o/tlf~ Spmt (1906), ,..bicb 
cotcd to him, Kophng teotificcl to the power th3t Haggard'• RDml hckl 

"] dtd ;u I h.ne do"" wnh a many ol )'Out hooko-timply surrtn<krod 

the: poy ol. rudsn11 and rud on. 1"h>t's brtt"r tlun any crincom."' 1 

the ""'n""'tip of Tlu w.~J..,.tT't Nakl•·t {19H), Kiplmg pnucd i1 
Neck)aa:: I likt '"'"'~~~~lr-'• all gOc:J with a ruoh and a whirl and 

thcoth,no/yours.M'• OnJanu.try7,1916.~ntinKon•pb~ 

WTitten, Kipling lhowo htmKlf bocin<~ted hy the worlung of H,p;lnl'o 



m dr:una form:~ 'Oro' prom'ocs wdl. Gad what an unddea'-"<1 and ju~ou• 
you havd I wam fuller dcuils, pi.,IC, of what Oro did when be R· 

1 life on the e:~rth .... Con you "'"d me a typtd >ecnario!"" Hagg~rd"s 

Kipling w:u evident time and time •gain. even during the war 
KiplingwrotcnnJanuary9,1916.'T dllavetobcprcttyfargonc 

dtdn't take me ahogcthcr out of m~<elf." t\nd on March 31, 
of When rh~ Wodd Sho<t~ (1919), hi• respon<e wa• 

thank• for thcpmilcgc. A> I told you yesterday it's ••fresh 
as the work of a boy of 25 and it held me like a drug. That"o 



when he ldt th:u Hagg;ud the wntcr "'"' not fnlf>lhng hunodf, he would .. 1 • 
Of Wu"o"''' D~"Jlh'" (1923), lhe l~~t of the "Sb." tales, Kipling wrote at 101111 

lw&'h: 

1'bc 1001e J WCII\ !hrough it\~ a ..... eJ wot C00V1l1Ccd tlu.t Ll r<prcotntcd the wbolc­
:o.nd~olJOUicoa~ictiono.Joogca1..l>niUICO .•.. thc .. llokboolr.iomdco_. 
mU<tobovc tbcbcad olt.bc radcr ot Wr- ... l.l.mn it m;m- you lu.w:ptlo 
wllok tfa~y d dw: mystery d hie under your lu.nd, why 110t fro~ it in 1 widor 
ornmgl (Thll"""""" wdl from 1 clu.p who oould 110t wrLICir>Q>"d tO one himo<ll.) 

. , . You ore• wlu..leao poroblcs and lil<g01,.. .ad one tbmg rdkruog....a.. 
Don't tiW me. You womed tO know what! thought and...,! Knd it tO you." 

The <Nny l!ntil.u u~ tb. two mm had in «<llllllOP, tb. 
in tb. utcrnal c~rcumstan«:~ of tb.ir lov.., and a otmng inno:r 
tb. ti<:1 b..tw..,n tb.m. Neither had hod a univermy cducauon, and 

thcunpr......n<~blcyursofth.ciryouthmoncollhcdUt.antco&oru.. 

K.iplingin India, H.ogg:u·dinSouth Africa, whoorc theyh:ld gained 
know!ftlgcof impcrial al1ain. l::ach in turn h..douffcrcd the 
lmrc, bUl balh b.ad made ... ;table matches for thenuclYCt. 
bmoheo with whom tb.y \iV(:d on couutry eotll(:$, close w the land. 
hit 6nt-botndlild,and w.th tb. loos of K.ipling'ofOD in th,c, w21, dw: 
anotb.r grief, tb. lcu ol an 1111ly oon. Though Hagg21d w;u by 110 means 
Kipling w;u;, tluo fact cLd not div1dc them and i«lt\1 to lu.ve eluded them 
What it~. both illlittcd that they~ <:1$CDtially ~un.litcrary" 

forthcmWIIfCth,c,oupcrf.O...IumoWiti..,ifnotthcqualitatrft 

litcmy output. Uch had written of MW places and new 
popubrwithal'ltw!ylh.apedrw:lingpublic,andtocach f:a11111c 
Thcyo!Jolh.aruladttpf..,ling for tb.land,tb.landuo 
Englandthtisf•ndbutEnglandtM Empirc.thcEngl•nd 
Urmlopogau. of Tommy Atkins and Kim. 

DutKiphngandHaggardh:ld~D~~~rtbingel.scin-~. 

withelehothcrfOmcthingthcyrouldnotlh.arcwithlllyoMclse,thc' 
ation. Haggard, and enn more Kipling,oould not di,.... his i 

with rnony fricndJ. o.nd ccnainly ~thcr Haggan:l- 1Cpli"'8 U],lom] 

c!se. ()tl\.lidc hit immediate family the shadowy recesses 
~occond sight" 1rt<l Kipliag hit "daemon." Gcncnllr, Kipbng 

(mmdiscussingrn.onc<Jofad«plyspiritualorps)'('hic:naturc.for ; 
had tuffrm:lgrc:atly ~use of Jw,r lttDttion to psychic phcoomcn>. 



~<1 u "'"'~ really kft K1plmg: they crep. 1n1o hio talcs ume and agatn. 8111. 
li.igj;-•d ,.,..,. lh< nnlv hunun bring '"th wlw,.m he 1<1lktd ~bout t.hcm ;tt grt<1t 
lmgth Hawrd, "" t~ other hmd. boned 1hc p!'ydtic SjUrk within hmud[, Ill· 

~lgcd 11 an,! In it mfl...:ncc hiolifc ill m.tny w~y•; butll JCCmcd that he, 100. sav~d 
- nf h" dw..,~h" <~I lhc <<>l>tro fur 1\.•pl!n~- lbc~ i• no quat10fl Uw the 
iwlgoilcrnoouJ they 'f'CD' wgctlxr 10 Klplmg'• audy at n,,.,lll.HI·, were full of 
alob.oUI m"""'rn .. nonn, opmtuahom, and founh-<hme!WOrul [>SYtluc.pmmpung• 
ibtrhochfch,andthJtth""''oftcrnoon•tnvariablygavcrt~tomuchofthcstr.ongc 

~re of poY<'I"" mptery 1h:u 1nfusu nuny ol ih<1r otn~YS. 
K>plinj( and H~~:"~rol OO'cr puhl,.heo:J a book tognhn-. Blll although the 

..,4-<1 ,.. c.~W.O...•e in the fu<nul "'"""·they qutlc 1\.ilUuUy wruu!tetl each other 

...,.,~,.,.own wurk, often l~elped ra-c:h other in plotun~ 1alcs. •nd even wrote in 
r:d 111hcr'o cnmp.>ny. Spcakin~ ,,f Hag!(ard in hio thon aut.-.bing<~phy, Kipling 

found l>y :ac<:idcnt th~t n.:h could work ot """' in the othcr'o cnmp.>ny. 
vi.,tmc,lll<iihlm,"'lth"mkinhond:andbciwn:nU•W<'""uld 

-~-'''" '""'"d'';diarynf•he.amcpcriodtt:poruopecificallyon<>riCSuchoc­
•nd Mund>y I""' in hi1 $1udy while bo: worked and an~ a 
rcmukcdtomcUwmy~did-bothcrh•m:abit;hc 

~were two of a !fade. He Ulld me I wa11hc only httr.uy pcr><m 
a~ia!eatall."" l nla•eryears,af!erKiplingiufferedthe 

kq>t even more to himo.elf,and hH circle of frimdJgrew mud. 
~~ O."'nun' .. lincd ,.-;th books and filled with ~rd wooden 

.....,k table, • .ntcc. and '"" nr thr« globts. beaJToe more and 
tofamilyandfriendalikc. OnlyHagprdl!Hinttdednninvitatinn, 
"f'tnd In DCnsinnollnng w .. k~OO with th-e IGplingt.JOmctimo:s on 

&una hi1 howc in St. Lcorurds to his e~~:ue in ]lo;otfolk, ur ebe when he 



'flCDl Llrgcly Mlh K<phng binudf in th.o: otudy, <litcus.ing the philo.opll..,.lPfOO. 
lcnu <M hfc, tmptrc, rchgton, <mmon;olny, re1nc:~m~t•o11. ond otOO tnallUl- Hcu 
th.o:y wrote out J>lllU togcthcr, ~!Id lllUng Ol the lung tahlc, pasoed p.:ipcro b;,d llld 
fortb,forthe~ortheoo:~rrorc:><landpcrh:>potooddw. Hm:th.o:yft<lddwir 
uolcs aloud tnt~<h nthtr, h.rt they 1pccolatcd un th.o: outcorm of th.o: wu, and hue 
th.o:yWro:lthcgriditbrou!(ht. HlggarJ·,,..,_,<li>.ry,-.mc<llthclcttonth.t 
~ bc!wKn tho. two men, and a kw qmrto >h«u of otlllo<>ery WJ!.h tcribbk4 
plot. outlines and other jouings which Haggord judicioudy ~o:m:d from atitiC!iol 

cnilik us w ro::apurc the atll'IOOphct cl loi.oplog'• study whm both mm ...,ked 
there togc<hu •nd oomething uf their though~ and fcchng•. On May 22. mt 
oh<t ~cl hi> •ili~ to &tcrruo' .. H~ggard wrutt 111 hit diM)'· 

Moot of~ do~ I ho•c opcnt wllh 1h.c Kiplon~o at lhtcnun'•· l'.udyord io r>OI ...I. 
... S..tcdwgttherinhi<llud~inthe<Jidbwo<atH.oti:::I:IWI' .. wchoda-in&efal 
ingfuurhwntogrthtrwhilchtfidJicJobnutwilbli>hingtxkk""''h"·hi<bbcno 
to cald! trout in ~ brook. 1n<:rc ore two men left li~ing ill the world with ..-t- 1 
am 111 supmnc sympoth1. n....dorc Roooev.:lt ond R..dpnl Kiplial• The ,..., .• 
havcgon<. Whatd<dhctalkoff Sonunything<thotll iodi!ficultw......­
tbetn. Chiefly they had h> do with tht IOU! ar.;l ~!ate of man. Rud1••d appon.Jf 
cani'IOI make uphio mind about thcxthinr. On ooc: point, ho:.lorevcr. htio 
dnr. l ho?Jl"n«< to remark thot i<hooght thio W<IO'ld w .. "'"of tht hdlo. H< 
htdid no~rJi•-\.hc ...,..~,.-•of il. Ao r.., the future he;, i~><lincdt<>ln 
matter drih. . llto humditr;. vny .uikin~. We ....,. talking ol our~ 
Nid t~t whot grew <10 me frum doy to doy wao a ...... of my own utter inoul 
of...,.,plrtchumiliauonholhinthccaotoltboo<thirogoth:otl~ddunoudloi 
don< ... l<nmmcnotdontl.rfanthaol.rhadwidefor<>eond...,..k,.,..• 
grn.t \fr. Kipling," which ohould he • «111wlation to him. He thruot the Mlr1 
wnh o gnturc of dioguot.. "\\'hat" 11 wtll'th- what" all worth'~ he 
MO<CO\'<thcw<ntontoohowthatanythingwhochonyoluodid .. ..U-oo 
Ul: th:ot it cor<>e from oomc"·htrc tilt: "We arc only tdcphonc wirco". As &O 

hciruuno:td(lthink)"Roc~"•nhil-n~•nd"Shc:"inrnine."Y• 

write SJ~ fOU know," ht .. id. "Somcthuug wrote 1\ through Jll"!" Oil -........ 
. . . llcofHncd <Oh.ooamUimgw•y.thatoi thcprcomtta...,tioo,crc,gooo<• 

further, he IUid lohuuld he..,.n onOJ"II'<»:te owksol!hc Stra<>d odhnB" 
and "Sb<~forourdadybrcad. How in<<=ling it wouldhcwba,~a........,. 
of ouch,a thicc houn' cooocro:.tioo •• oun,, ol which I can cnly rcaoll1 
htrcan.d there .•.. I hclic•e honcotlytltat<><midcofhi<own f:un.ily.tbcn:io 
li•inKtowhom Rud)atdopmobiohcancuq><tomyodf. Practiallyhtbcb' 
lricndo, it'"""' hitnoturc to make them; ht ,.;J he """lJ rount t'-bt 
"onmyf..,gert".allhoughallrnonkindintcrutcd him. 



.. He pvt<d Iron> me wuh mu<h ofla:uon and .. Kt how Jchghtcd he wu to have 
Wd the llfPO<tunily of a good mental .00 opimual <hn out. So wu 1.11 

Law- tb>t year, JWI. after lhc: annUucc w;u dccbrW, Haggard n:cor<.kd ln1 >mpr.,_ 

110111 of aootbcr visit, dcKribtng well the rappon between bim and K.ipling: 

l g.., bcm opmo:hng the day ll Bau:man"l. •.. N uwa~ we <hoc:......! aU thrng> lP 
H<>,·enandcarth ..•. ltoolr.LhLSd ... ryO>·n,aiH..had .. kNmcfOdo,andrndhim 
pusagcsuliL,tilllwaotircd. l"hcocintcre>l.cdhLmgrall y • 

. . . Ah<ttbcroa.hng l happeocdoouylllh>m<hat I wLShed l wen: a poet,uoo 
"'""T thing> oa:wrcd to me 0( wh>cb l ilic>uld lilc to m.akc Jl<><tiU. H.. an<wct«l '" lhcot: 
-do..., nnrly u l an tcmcmbo:r them: "Don't )""' occ, Rider, that much oi. what 
)OO••~•"'J'OUI"'dl<rtions,~upoctry,:u>dnsyfiacpoeoryl Onlytbtrh)'B'C• 
latkinJ;thefalloftbc"""tencaondtheeoocntiahofpooryarcalltbcrc,al.:~thepooic: 
... gLil.r.t.,.,. Yoodonl>lchancetoha\·e•hegiitofrhymculha>cit,aodl'm&ladnf 
o,•l sbould no1 hk.e your wm.pniuon."" ... lk :u>d the others wuc full of the 
'Wooaollond~, wh>cb tbcy occm tok.ttow mu<h bo:uu than l do myodf; no..,glc 
..... iotbculchu aa.pcd R"op><«>ng au.muon .... "All the oame," l answered, 
·...,,bow poorly many of the «itta 1eern to rate...., yuu would no1 due to uy """' 
,_, oaa>c: •ha•l""' lhou&lli mc a grao wn1c1l~ "WOIJJ•"tl ,..,, tf it a<nc my way 
.,olooo'"hec:ub .. nt•l. Wdl,u~tplt:aAntto ha'conc competent odmin:rldt DOW 
kA!>dr .... Lansiodcad . 

• AinngWlr.withKiplingisnowoncolthcgn:al..,plaRucslh..-eldtinlifc, ••a·, olunk betolU l.U ohat w.U.anf""" ehc; indeed he .. id ao mu<.b to me..'' 
In the rouroc of tltcir auociation, K.ipling ~ugg..,cd the idea for~~ k=; o<lC 

4H.gard"a tab (W~.-.. tlu WarUI S~oo-t), he took a coruidcrabk hand tn plot-
.. h .. ctbcrs (1"h~ Gh<>11 KJnrt, ReJ Eve, All.n •nti thr he-Goir, The Md.um• 

r.otH.-r, The IV•y 11( rhr Spmr), and be read (or"'" •~~d) •• 1<:21ll-ilt 110rics 
-..pt (CI11/J of St<~'"m. A "'""tioru.-'1 f'o"orckl«c. Wh.-.. the W...U Sh<><1k, 

r. .. ·t D""rht..,., Th~ IV•y 11{ th~ Spmt, Moo" of lm>ori). For thio m"'h ""' 
mdo:QC(. 

"'Oamyrc<urntoEngbud(fromhLooccoodtnptof:s)-pt>n 190-4) ," Haggml 
-. "l wr01c 'The Way of tl>c Spmt," ... {a hook I that im~rC>tcd h•m [Kip­

...,. much. Indttdhe and lhumcdouttktidctngttbcr inthc Biblc,aotbat 

~"b)'whichitw .. £ir•C2lkd.d•dootpk:u::him."'" 

811-dolltheholp Hlgjprd reccLvcd from Kipling, the:"""" interesting i1 

pkni~~gdtbra:of llagg;ud'o talcs, Thor GltOIIK•"f' (I91J!), Rtti Ew (1911), 
... -'tAr lrt.Coti, (1927). Bo:c:m~ tl>ac t.aiQ all: so widdy ~ep<~ratal in 

liaqui,.pouiblct.h.:tt Hoggard got hdp from Kiplingon otbc:rt.alttthatbc 

"""=191lland 1925. "T"htt¥idcnceof thcrcthrtt,howcYcr.isamdLHi>"e. 



Haggard bimK!I menuono Kipling'a aum;~once oo TJoe Ghott IGIIfl on bli ~W> 
l»ograpby. He Rporta that b1e in I~ be entertd a nun.wg home for :aa nperati<& 

"Wbc:nlacapedfromthatnumngbome,Hb<:W ... wroct,"''erykcbleandw.U. 
much ab~ucred M"'ca, I wem to ouy ,..,th my fncnd Ly"" S..ivcn1 (a ph)11(W' 
friend of !laggard's who had rcaortd bim to bealth dunng the d>fficult umo fol. 
lowing bU ...,., <k21b and who bad bctn on attending physu:1an ot Haggard's aptt· 
otion} to r«up .. nt~, 111<1 tbencc for a day or twu to K!pbng'o. Hen: I n:memla 
we wmpounded 1bc plot of "The Gboa King•' togahcr, writing down our idru 11 

altcrna\c IICniCn«S upon U.., 5Amc shm of foohc:ap."" The foo!Jcap Haggard ,_. 
lloMIOf"""'rvtd." AauallytMrearefourpageo(tbrccquanoohccu)llll...t.id> 
the u.le it. ploutd m aocting detaiL At the top of tbe firot P"~· in Kiplong's hal. 
writing. arc tv.·o mla. "'The SbapnH is crOOKd out and o~cr 11 11 writlm "nr 
Gt..o.t Kings." Thcn ICVentccn lincJ in Kipling'slu.nd ouliiM the 
•h.:u.lc:llaggard'•handthentokeoUptbeploland=rietitonfor 
ln~e~, leanngoff in the: middlcnfaJentcncc, when: Kipling'oband ogaon 
and finit.bcs the plot on IOmt :.ddiuonal twcmy.cogbt hna, ending wnb tb< 
Couu..ft and a flo.unsb of the pen. On d"" rnc..., Ji<k of the JcOOnd lhett. 
plot cmend.:u~ms tppcu 111 tlagprd'o hand. 

]wt how mucb Kipling helped wnb Rd Ew is 11<11 

ccn.>in,bov.-rv.r,thatbcc"':utdorbdpcdc"'atcthcchuxtcrof 
of &ucm~n'o-.!ioneryindit:ttcS. Forcvidenccthcrciothcdcnvotl<ln 

name, loolting like a gc•>eological chm. Tbc two men, we 
the ide:t of "IHatb" Jnd worktd their w~y tbrougb 
all in Kipling'• wntinjl ~nd i1 arn.ngcd thlll: 

,..,.·.:;:::, } 
~::~ } RuU.m 
P:mng .\lar 

Tarkod> .... 

Adm 
Adom 

,, 
""" 

In additioP 10 the nomt ~ban, tkn: 11 a pencil ..ketch ol the ht.-.1 ol 



II.UDYARD Klf'U~O .\1\D RIDER 1-1\GGARD 

and ~rylolr.~ th.c word dco.;npuoo ol Murgh '" W boul<. In Haggard's 
follow>ngnocn 

-El MWJ~ 
Th<H...W 
n..Amt.-b 

biMir.f,m-
. glo•t~[ill<gibl<wD<dinpot<nthco<oofwzll»'tt) 

to have giv<n Haggard th.c"""" <iabor:atc """an« Oil Allu 
l·'"'"""'·'hKh t!Ky work«! o•·u 011 H..ggard'o vu.it to Battman'o '" Feb. 

ra~oinagroupoirwHpaga(fourquartDih«u)oon· 
between Haggard'• and Kipling'• handwriting; 

hand of th.c charact<n ol th.c uk, witb 



$ion." 111e poem wa• lm "R~tuiOflal". and "'hm " w:u publi.t.W '" the y,_ 
on ju.ly 17, i1 im!l'IWLOtdy b«amc the hymn of lhc: ruuion. A Wffk urlicr. bc!Oft 
I"' h:ld am~.J at 1hc oompl~cd ~el"'ion, Kipl•ng wroo:c '" H agvrd '" cxpb1n ... 
hcwantcdtogt'lacrossiDlhcpoxm: 

Dn.r Hagpsd Your noo: did mt mud! good -and tlu.nl< you{.,.. n. 
1\·cjull «>rMoff olonn•ght with the Channd SquadiW> offlho: Nonh 

l<d.ond-ratherojolly•Hrw<. r>;ow,anJnalioo,.vc....,...l•eo,withouch 
lu•calprcoonl,wouldgooutlwiftlytotf1mpklh<guuou•ofthc 
ondtbclonlha!wcdc>DOtoa:m.<l<l>howtlul"''<nifwcorcn't 
oboulth<oncpo,.orwllhoghmmcringofci•iliza<ioomuo. 
hadit~·MrcinouroomJIOiilion.llul 
bo:quatcd•:u>aa~sc:forlymgdtowo 

wlutanyuthcrcuunuymaythink fitt 
gubutbo:rady<ugiftp«<JJIcsnufr 

ended in my writing t kx of wo\£ otori(O. You 

wolves lap«! up at the foe~ of a dad maDonuog"" a 
page I goo.th<: IIQiion. lt'•cur>nushowthinglcnmc b.oc:k 

to tdl you when we rrw:t: but I don't rcmcmbu that I 

Bocb Haggard'o and K.tpling'o W.S ol wolf men ore 

oithtlfind,vidu;~limag•nationo.butthercioamikingllmilanty 



KUDYARD KTPUN"G AI'>D RJJ)I:.R TTAGGARD 

T two men aeate (Mowgb and Gi.L:u.t, {~ r.nmplc:) ~od • '"*' nl..uonolup be. 
,.,.....<JJ.lhcu.ci<knt•. 

H•gvrd's ootd.ookJ ~nd war dia<oc.l r~vea! th~t Kophng wmcumeJ doscu..W 
plou with horn and nad h10 talcs aloud ro htm bcfnr~ pub!Oeatioo. One such 

•!'P'2" fur Scplcmbcr 30, 1911' ~w~ to.lktd a gr""t dal "" m:~ny tubJ«< .. 
~plot•f~hooko,ctc. Hcre:odmc:~<>me<JI.ln•play•~nd "''cditc:IISKdl)ll>crs, 

y om th;ot would deal with tl>c faU of the 1.\rnish Ernpo...,." 

.\Ddlhucar<:maoy moreouggaciomofHa~ard tn Koploog"stalc:s. An.u 

d. ""rygudt, tn her study.,( Klplmt"r RrH••I· rc~z.o that Kopling"• MJ!C'"lh"" 
c .-'m" for H~gg:ud"• tal.s w:os bound to luve an dfcn upon hi.< own tmagina· 

;~ 0 
•If H~_'(gard could supply ~n impultc: ..• lfror tl>c Mnwgli noriel]," Mi"" 

_ .mdr. argues.~..., mUSI indttd ha~ mt:l.nt much to Ktplin~." She rccogniz.o 

GiillmCC of 11/1,.,. CJ~~Irrm~m. Slu. and"'"' Sol'"''"""' Mmu "' td>cr workl 
ping," hut tl>crc .,~ aloo similanua in the 11oricsnf rcmearnauon tl>c two 

' 0 .-nu, in their 1\oo:r •~k<. and in a nnurhbk tal~ uch Wrot.~ ~bout rommuni 

wnh '!""" in 1htir o:>~mic •~•ng placn by mc:ano nftckgr>plly. 
H>1f:Or<l"•alfr<:t.Jon fur Ktphngandthckimlnpbctwcen tl>ctwo mc:n "!'"· 

rd"l btu rrlk.:u~d m H~~~:ard"• dcdic:ttion tn hio friend in Thr Way Q{ rhr SpJm 

''""·onhrl()lingthotitil<httdAugmtl4.1~.qunec:orlyintht~nn:tll 

I:'IOD<Iolr.•l'" 

..... K,pl•n•· llothollllbelic•"<'thalth<rcarohigl>ctaimoinlifeth.1n the: we:o•·· 
ot-.... .. nJ.,.ill.anda<ru<dingtoourooparatc<><ea•iunlllri•..,tofulfi!thiJ 

•In ,., uiW ,........,.. of the: pl:an cl thll tak,aDd ,.hen you read tht 
ho.>l<.l""'Judgmtnlthouofwao•u<haoollol•nhopoforf,..,...,nhoneot>D<I 

h•<n.li[<n<n~lh·in•·ain. 

•I'OIIf<...dirnot .. llni<.Jnfforitloyou,inook<nolmuchla.nnotwritc. ,.will_.......t.. 
1'llil =~·l <l Kipl1n):"• ~nd H~ggard'o natuul affinttv. mutU>l .ntorcsu, 

-anJwurkingcollabor:uion.nitsurvi\'c:sthmu~bthc\·ur•,atbot 

the: h<TKhh'p bawcen the two men. Their freq~nt !lltdings ~ 

-"~~M'!·. ~nd e~n wl>cn tl>cy met, thrl'<" was ht<wttn U..m an wwkr. 

due 1/.>mccndW c•prc«it>n. Thdr <p<rnttal rappon W<>Uid he difficult to 

ftm if thr ""''"' w..rc far more drtailr<l th~n it i<, through it it ccnainl~ 
~the kncn and tbary ~ntnts q11011cd ...,..., and in t>rl< other 

~ kltcrJ wnttcn on 1"25 by K•pl•nK tn l·l~~>rd. wl>cn H~gg:ard 
Mldmhhrd 1\utoti<thcc•rlicrlettcfl >nddncurncms.rcfl<etinjtd< thcy 



do K<pling"• •nd 1-hgg:lfd"o 1ntcrot in the land, concern for the EmP're, ln<f>l! 
eoafidcr~<:e~ and coopcr.uion, and 'l'intu.d agrttmo:m, <hat tdl ut how they...,. 
drawn woncanotherand howthc<r lritn<hhipgrc"'. 

h i1 clear that Kipling supphed H~gga.rd W<th the undc:rsund1ng he tdoXa 
gotWith>nhllfanulycirclcandtlwfirmprophi<cgorcqulred. Haggard,1m11n. 
offercdKiplingafricndoh<pandcompanioruhiphcal50nccdcd.,.d~ 
11M:y found in taeh Olhcr the qual•tirs of ptnon, m1nd, and unagination thq -
admired, and tbcsc qualiuQ drew them 1Df1cther and bshioncd a rcmarbbk &x.l­
ohip•nd litcraryrolbbor•tion. 

11. Lrtturfrom"l:'"notl 

K1plmg once wnxc lhat "wnhout •.• ~ (fiend, man would pen.~>.- V.'bclilr 
he had a lp«if.c frl(nd in m1nd when he wnxc th= linQ. we do noo: know. 811 i 
10, M might very well have I>Mn thinking of H~gg~rd. it ,.'liS in the lac -
monlh< b.forc H~gg~rd·, dath that K1pling wn:u hio friend a .cneJ ol ..­
kttcn tlw. offen us a r~rc <Might into the uooci.:ltion of theM: two i•t 
11M:kttcraKTYc,funhcrmorc,:uagl:u.s in which wc occrcfkctcda 
RiduHaggardatthccndofhioactivc lifc 

On Novcmb.r 5, 1924, the: lixty.Ogh•-yar.old Haggard ddmm:l 
addrcss•ta luncheon inStationcn' Hall cdtbuung thchiccntcnuyof 
cnandfricnds.longnwu,Grcw,an.dCompany.l!w:ua 
an.d the: Trmu ran a rather drt:lil.d xcount of it on the 
home frnm Stationer.' Hall, however, Haggard 
UJ*landchill.w HcwuconfinedtohioNorfolkhomcforthc: 
that follownl; the 11lncu grew wmx. and M hcamc gaunt and 
changed in tome imangihlc f:>•hion". his doughtcr remembers 
grownoddlythin,tothmth.ot!hehe:avyEgyptianringswhich 
o!1ppW off them. Al50 his bee had "'tiled into ... [a] udnru .... ' 
the months thrnullh which Hawrd lay bedridden were not 

""laquick-mindcd,h<gh·•riritnl,v>gn<nlllptfJOII,aodhcdidnot 
cuily. Hllmindrcmo.inedcrn:rgclic.,andthroughhisillru:sshc 
tn hos lft:rctary 1nd, when he fd1 <q> to it, cvm wnxc hi,..!£. 

8uthc al50hroodcd,fnrhcuwthathison.ccrobwthody...,, 

atlas~. Makingafina.l rcckoningofhillifc...,IIIOIC:ltl'.andhc 
oolaathatcamttr>himfromhiobmily.,w:lhisfc•rc""'i'llni!fnt...t.. 



Klpllng, on hanng of 1-bggard's illnw, WJ'OlC to him ~~ ooa, and, .u tM 
-k• pawd and he h=o.mc: aw:tr~ that Haggud'o rondn;on w.u ,.,;.,,., ht: &ith 
fWI1 P"rformed the lau offica cl friendship. The lttt~n h~ wrot~ the ~iling IIJggml 
....., iffquent, long, and inurwte, !Cittn from a mool affraion:ott frimJ. '\or did 
he write th..m oll from hi< comfonable 11udy at B:otcrwn·,., for he and hi1 .,._;fc we~ 
•• mouor !rip thmt~gh Fr>ncc fnr mueh of the: 1pring nf 1925. Ya Kiphug wrot~ 
"JJ'l:>oly.~alkowingtheai~ncioordivcnK>nsaftr.tveltotntcrfacwtthhis 

kind employment. 
'Thcltttcn camo::,•wryfcw<bys,fullofchi tch:ittabcnn Fro...., and Kiphng'• 

op<ricnentb,..e,<q~ltte"'1ih~rvationlahout!ifcandrwurc,bodyandspirit 

And olthough we 00 not have Hagprd'o rcplin. Kipling'o words ;ore ~ C<>Untcrpnint 
1o Haggard'• thoughu and !«lingo during hi1 fin:ol month<, and .bQw too ho"' 
Klphngoharedhoofricnd'ohopcoandoJ>P"'hcn!iQIUandth..ncwsafhi•advana:o 

ei'"""I'XI-
n.. knrrs hcg111 a1 H.tcm:~n'• nn Fcbrwry 15, IQ25, after Kipling £, ... baro 

illiggard'oillnw 

O....old .... n, 
Tlt.oard, ad:nO<IW<II!I<' tlut you orcWKitf tho: 'IW:Ithttat Oitchinglum: and I 

-..ritroton«toocnd "'"mixed cnndol......, ond congrotulotionl. In • hrll-btoth nl 
IOiinttrlikcthio,bn:l'othcbt>tond tOUndntploccthncio:on<lanyhow,al!F..,gbDd 
•- r~thr ditch (full) at rracnt. So lie up in re-: ot~lr oo:nd mo:: • lirM: who:n rou 
'ftllik< tt ..•• [Turninl!; 1(1 politico and IJoyd Gcorgc. Kipling oontin""":l H~ has 
idp~COUt-him ond hioounl<tomnd ~iomo\lntoinoondhiob&nnnsofdawn. You 
.odl,. would. You .. id the mob t~r.-w him up and thr mob """Id throw him down. 

H. ><b wh.n HaJ!prd io wrnong or whrthCT hr: ;, stmply ~mwaing crank lttttrt. 
1811 br rrqur>~.s that Haf!~rd recommend 3 film of one nf hi1 boob for him to ~e~:. 

S:a~ lmr he writ .. aQtn. anothc:r •h:ittty kttcr. in which he rq-u t~t he h:wl 
wtthc "NorWtt)ftt Mini011er who h:.d just diJC:ovem! E,::vpt. He Ol'nlt down then:, 

... vw.led. he $l}O. bv your wnrd<: and he wo1 immcmcly full nf it ond of them.~ 
Altloc md tithe kttcr, hr: add!:~~~ M::n putting in o !p'lrc: time of oclf-rnmin:o· 
lb. mbn envying your~~ 

The folk>win~t week, Kipling writes a_~:ain. an<wcrinj!' I h!l);ord·, heat<:<! re· -to a fli"""m rc:nurk: KiplinJ! had m:.dc about •<rWI holdin~tt in one of~;, 
!Duk!ttf~:~'K~>your hair on' m• the boys med touy. I ha~cn't your bao.oh 
lcgiftrlrmmi!ICucJuo fulmmation",aod h<: a<!Urto him he;, rcallv on hi1sid.: i11 
... agri<u!nmll matters. Kipling goes on to rornpbin obottt hi• farm and to tdl 
litg>nld bow lnnd thr: Ktphng children arc ol him, adding. 



h muotbenice10 inspin:affection o<o.hortnotict. I ha•en't the gift .•.• My dear 
Ridtryoubeglad)'OII'rcinbed-omif<hooechrttnablcnighuaulongandnt~ 
Ecdesiasticuo whoismrrofuv.doeon'thdpolwoy .. I'"" had" tooch of ita...!&:. 
adcuc<:ofak>tofthinking-thcsumollda~~ofwhichisdu<lwishlhal 
oootroigh<andhighar<'<:Ordos)'OIIhavcofW<><kdone. llut l ""crtookort<Oftll!lit. 
.._olldi>OWI<atbcrrcgrotit •.• DictatcmcanothcrktiCI'oometimc. 

T wo dtyslatn H~g)lard did, ~nd this is o"" of th~ few letters of his to Kif" 
liogthatwnrivc. Tnp:mbt:writn· 

lam glad toAyth.otlom ooomwh.ot beucr. I got up yaterdoy ar.ut in th<.W 
studynatdoorfotalinlewhil<,butof<(lllnemylimboarclikcotick.ar.the.;~rl 
mNrilabhotrmttOm<- You.....,ldlaughto,..mo<be;nj~:fcdbythcnu"" .... 
milkpuddingfroma"!"""'iustlikeahobt. Al10myringsfalloffmyhandsar.tloat 
waothedcuc<:olobuntfornneoftbo:mtheotht<night-rtnaHyrotm<df,_a. 
oeat ol my Pri•mao. 

Bytbe-y. l thmk I PwJ""Iud• bird>da, not long ago. Would....,lbl 
pn:sentofo ringti>IIOCasa .... J. for it;, tooma•m= toweor.ccpflft I tltink.aa 
little gold in it, Epptian 18thlhn.osrr,lr.vcryrurious in iuwa,,problbl, ............ 
tiop:ofAI<.hfn>....,,.."'-,...mebaohom~ortit,pe<hof"bonUO<il-111 
lawfult<>uoeitoftorhiod<Otltasitstood;justoothtZuluoinmT..,.,tltwoald.r 
rnentionthe~WD<Softbeirdcodki.rJgo. 

~ truth ~ I iou~lu ·.goinst. tlti; iliness t,;, l.;.,g;. I o.oght t~ ~ .. f!"WW< 010 
mo.ocb <Orli<r. But I k<pt 01 it 01tting ort that F_ Afrietn Cammi~ after the doll 
ouit Lord Southborough'sronvrnicncolr. 10 forth, 1r. the thing gn:w unul itbowW 
=·" 

Within 1 Wttk ea""' a1101her rneu.>~ from KiphnJt: in whi<h ht 
Haftl:"rdfortbc..al,"which:vou .....dn\teU ..,.hu noduplictu ..• l drlll' 
""muchabou!Akhcn.o!Ofl'lde.ling1witltit{hcprobablycountonignedabel 
ofthc:SociaiP~rutu~bcfor.:hc-busttd)butU..tithasbccn....., 

th~you'••gi...,nitto""'irNtm<:lnalottoth.,tnchttofthealplubot." 

And two <hvs btcr, Kiplin)t rq~licd to another 1101e from 1 b~tg>rd a. 

""' Yal vilw:old Akhcn.oton'odtumb-p;ca buo ..-.,than that lva.lt1<""" 
<OCkeycd p.c. (no I won'! odl;, fOO"on •u'\ognph!) .,·hich doows ~.,.icJrna: of 
and irnpro•ement. Dii yau &b<ic.ot<" lyin~ ort your belly,« did )'Oil do 
urwlerncath-thtthinghddohooeyoua> l'•rdoneunda-likc<irt 
There'• no news clccpt that '!'ring is !>ere (with o hell of a KW. witod) W 
intc:ntioos ot>d ort ha wa1 10 NOO"folk to make J">>l wholc ·~•io and 
tious, a~inn my rttum. Il<oro't lot your onmdants ptrsuadt J<lU tlw. ,.. ... 
hrtt<r. M;n<tricdthottrick""mr,whcltup<>lll"""'ldbuFitin"' '""··•• 



RUDYARD KJPLING AND RIDER HAGGARD 

.. inKJieand:u 

Fuur days bt~r. tM Kiphngo ~~ off on • ch•uffcum! auto holid:ly in 
But throughout the trip, there was a regular rxchangc hc:twe<"n Kip!ing 

On M•rdt 12, Kipling writes a long letter from the R.M.S.S. Nor­
touilfromSoo..uhampton:Kiwuhyouwcrcalonglll<>. YOOJ'dc..., 

' spttc of the l1vi"" •nrl odorous otum-hat - but you'd Lkc the o.mdl 
From Ounre1 lW<> d1y1 btcr ar>o~her letter: ui'Jl write onnn. 

llnYtostopbcc:tUK I haven't an •ddrcil.'" Five d:lysla«rumc Kip-
tal~ of• vio..tt to tht chateau of the Prinao.s of Mooxo. Her Ropl 

u~thcKiplinssli>llopc¥Cnthou!)h.hchcnclfwouldhc:•w.>y, 

. Alth.oughth<yfoundth<chatuu undc:rgoingcxtcnsiverc~in,Kip­
wcrcrcgallycntcnaincdbythcstaff. Aftcranhuu.cuimulun­

showo the hen hou-. "brick vill:u'". with plumbing Uw would 
m "~•oh•~··, wik" s;, d:.ys later Kipling, now at Riarritz. acknt~wl-
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u.wcl!ingdayo""ingM'n:and tb<l..:~.ofcattiDs• d..._. bf'• name osJoD&aoa 
probcdoa~nu.kcotanymor<:obocenc:norviokntllu.nitit.. Whenthcycutmc.,. 
""d"''P.! rej<>i«d in alovdy to. of D>mcoofdilguoting imf"""-bu< words beloooi 
Rid<r,tomtnolooorcalling.do-ltill. Putthlooir>J<lUrK.o.lf.,CaLabo.lhpipc ... 
omokcit .•.. I\'C .. TittcD\OaluD>Ucint'lorida trying to make him undenuu><IM 
>tit !IOimyj<>btotnonoplanthimfrna:tthaorm>IICCa.atctoBril.iahind..i;, •.. for ... 
... ~iohomcoickuntodQth. N-1""'wouldhavc~ct~thimollntduJti<tdlo)o 
rcturnpoot--wbich,. ... apn<:tiallywhathe<kmonalcdlal>oulddo. ... Uy_,....., 
!findthat ! ha...,pncoarightuptolhctodoltht4thpag.:.thinkingit"...,tbellt 
ooyou'll havctoati.ck it a littlcloog ...... Your l<UU• olw;o.yo chc... mtand ... 
rncla~gh. Rummy! ScetnKthlot'""'"'thclickman,butit'tallaqii<Slio<tol­
pttamc:..t( l ~, l •mpenuadtd.olalonglin<ofbo.nlr.ruptut>dut.ak.,.o). 

On April5,fi«<bysbtn: 

lbroldman: NothinghunJ<lUfOfthcJIOIIIfowdays,•"l'vcgot.IOpuD-of 
hen: in 1 day or two, I'm launchinK onotOO yarn al )'011 •.•• The .,...;~ hao ~ 
h.,. a ncwdrao. Youandldon'<rob:thoolinl_..,..n_.-.cl<>forapaitol­
troiiOCn-why. llcautc, 0 Ride<, we ore Supt<ior AnimAlo. Horc ohtcuu io 
"Y•""' arcb,-~<>mcanoNpni<>r,beca...., .. hcn,~dn:u .. worn.-ntjoJ!tootit 
at it. 'Thati1Hr111thn kno:k lhchoo:t.,...ou<<>f tb<argumun. 

1pr 6 p,u,.. s~~J•1' And htre comn yoou of U.. 3rd (I was hopinJ il 
w1th the pncdC>I ~<>f thcdtunbrd • the kp<r (thall"""' io. 011 toEIW 
whomy<IUh:ncnomon:fcncntapptcciator) •.•. l d""'tmorvd th.otonyour 
w ... thcryougtt""'botcko.Allnotur<ilin<O<Upitxy<>f<OLUSo:to<h.iUl""'..! 
inundcrthcbo:ddotl:ao:.forth.ati""J'<*-Butlnor<you'••contributodtwuliDo:lia 
"""" fUt-nor 10 l:.d either-which grrady chco" me. , , , Do writ< if T'"' ·..., linoe. • 
mind what J"'U "7' all.Micutnan:duly.burnod ut.d ooyuu ~an, if,..., Itd. III 
op<ft <M door ot your pla$\Lr<. lt'o sorxJ fO< a n~an oornctime~ to "'1 ,..ho! io • 
h<art--<:~ilht irrunningotcmpcratmo. E ..... affceliorla!dy,R..dr.ud. 

Frum P:uio,fi.,., days later: 

Dar old rtu.n- Just in from T<>u1t, to f•nd youn of <he Sth woth the poJ­
rou".,.,boocntrokkingoboutinol\athchair. Hurro<~t ltion'tquitotbe­
llocrpooy orcvrnanox·wagun:bu•'twillocn·cforaot .. ,andyou'""rtdor 
wtnds in your rar (on rcfkrtion thu ion't • ham 11milo; bu< 111 In;, a-' 
Send"' another li!IC '""to let: me koow how you ore going out ond gct:tin~ c& 

111 he home (ln'o hallah). Ever ~lfcaionatdy. Rud. 

At tht~ pmnt tn H~ggard'o >IIDQS. the docton d=drd that ht h.ad b.. Ill 
up to London fora moo:thoroughcnminanoo th;u, wu pootiblcae: 
Houoc:. Tk nunoe drwcd him, tM ambulanu came:, and Haggard 
buttonhok, was drivm to London. Kip!ing gets the""'" of this 

Apnl 20, whtlc 11ill in Paris. Ho uplio tmmtdmdy 



Ow old man- Your laM diocutcd kner aKha me on thoo ..,..,. edge ol J<lingolf 10 
~lcrthr~g'oboot.Y~doD'ttdlm<,. . ...,,o:xactly,youg<>upforyour 
<DIIt: but l"m JoinJI:IOWTote to D,tchit>ghom whcnl gee boo::k. One od .. n~apola 
""""'ittee<i<l<~littingoo...,.iotlw(likeCwnciloulW•r)theyrorclyr""""'· 
""11<1 ...pc:r>tK>tll. h"o the: ind,.iduol IW"g«<I "'bo <loo that. 

M..o-< likdy "twill b<:""""' kind ol tratmcnt--of infinite length a. bo<edom. But 
,...·,-cpthct-nrwithyouar><lthclo--colyourfrimdoroundrou-lllrooYOUa 
...... ndlima. E"rwithaffttt-,Rud. 
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ruo:bod,.guoung,dl1'<ffumed,vilct,pKkcdbeloflrichwlulehlf.M,ottht­
""""""t, or al,_t, should sit c:bc.:rily trumpetinl above it olll--and thc:r~f<n all-r 
thanU~fuwb.attbrym:~ybeworth--myobuodar.tbi<Mu>gs.. 

•. . lllbewTI\tngapintnodayortwo. ]il..,.fouondbd..,.ctnalltbeofioo. 
.-ofyourmanym>nybund•odtboooandfriendotbc"""ldabout. And forme I • 
al .... yslooingly,R...J..10 

O...roldnun-Jwtalmc: .. , tol(koowkdgc:yoo•t>lll<ofthc:6ch. n.. 
trW.ingrou rough. lt'otheb.angingoboutindefinitoly whi.<h m:okQ thc:li/e 
ohkindoedl 1 -ntto:ukaf!CfMd...,. •.• but (~nd tbisioagoodomet~. 
bt:ing7J.n) heismokingomQMom.a•~ng r«o .. ryof 1t. So I went 
-bou• yoo.. I bd'"" irlt...,., oigno and sigtlificationo. Jo'othoo< <~··-'·'~ ~.­
gat...,.I'OIInd • m>n and dq>reoobim •..• By the: ... y.lw i< 
tb.atyourproph<'lic"Do.torn..•ll<"' [Haggard"o 
lyfu<uoifflU,].....,,,.<ionondoppnrcdini8981U11id 
troveroyoftbetJI"Il<[is•nofOJ•wayofcomingtruel 
smaUpo>. ildigging itsdfmtoc:eminc:ro..-.;lrdocnueo, 
to cxplod<. J'~c been .... t<bU>J it for <be bot I 
or twelve bt:foretb.at. And "tw>ll bt:d-d S<:ri.ouo. 

DnrMiJs l la:tor 
l omtremcndou.r.yinY""'debtfor)'<IUrl'lllte>aboutSirRukcondyow 

oitbismorningmade .... fcdalitllcnoicr. 
&eingtb.at tht.npcn<inn wat [..,Saturday ,.,.n,ng ond he 11 rcponodOJ 

1tlm<ll<ing<II>T.....r.,y,tbe1-eocnnttobtoc:b.ano:oid><luck turning. 
l'mofftoaigbtforRr•~<tbwhcrelsh..Ubtllilyin~tot>hellotil.~•­

inca><oheresbouldlx:IUI)'thing<otdl me or Wire ill I hurry. J <Xp«t 
U>ndoo.ontbcl9thor20th..lshon'ttrouhlchim"'i<holct!Cfllnkoo 
V<ry oiD<n<ly, Rudrard Kipling. 

When Kiphng WJUIC tb~t kncr, h,, friend "'"'' .U..,.,Jy in a 
following d•y, M~y H, 1925, Ruler H •ggard <lred. But n to qui« 

troubled. patnful month• b.forc hto <k•th, l bgg~rd h•d taken mudt 

thc~shel!crrng tree of fricn<l>ht]>" th:.t Ktphng hclpul poovnlc. 
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