Book Reviews

Ethical ldeclisrs of Matthew Arnold. By Wiiiiam Roswixs. Toronto: University ot
Toronto Press, 1950. Pp. xi, 259. $3.75.
 Letters and Reviews by Matthews Armold. Edited by Frassx Nuivan, Cambridge,

Mass.: Harvard University Press [Toronto: S. J. Reginald Saunders], 1960.

Pp. xv, 398, 1035,

Amold, with his near-ubiquitous whiskers, waistcoat, and wit, could hardly be
& neglected Victorian; yet we lack both a definitive biography and a definitive
of his writings. Does he repeat himself o often that nobody need bother with the

ot the whole works? O is e 50 vaguely contradictory that nobody could put

again? Many, like Bradicy, annoyed by repeition and contradicton, fire

into the Amoldian clouds in vain attempts to hrmg them down. Others, like

 William Robbins, find that what annoys Bradley is basic to the human condition.

or Robbins, in The Ethical ldealism of Matthew Arnold, secks the centre

humanism i his religious thought. In establishing that Arnold's religion

s souce in maralit and it sancion in pragematism, Profcssor Robbins brings for
 familiar phrases—religion is “morality tinged with emotion”, God is

ourselves that makes for rightcousness”, or, alternatively, is “the stream of

which all things fulfil the law of their being"™—and unites them into a con-

[ o i Avcld il determice it g 4 . e than

¢ book there is much to show the importance of the relation between
and his idcas, but apart from some source study, and 4 few quotatians from
author chooses not to dwell on Arnold’s experience.
e imtead 0 sec Atnold as revealing in his relgious thought the main
day—scientific natralism, Higher Criticism, and ritualism—and revealing
manistic reaction to the illempered sruggles of bigots of all parties. So,
ctory chapter, heavily laden with quotations, and designed to enlighten
10 the period 1860-1880, we are taken into the controversics 10 sce Arnold’s
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reaction to them. ‘Then a rather cursory treatment of sources leads to Arnold's main
themes: experience and dogma as authorities, the idea of God, religion as social and i
dividual morality, the role of a national church, and the errors of Dissent. Finally
Amold's influence and relevance are examined.

Unfortunately, a summary such as this, dictated by chapter headings, is curiousy
misleading, We end up on a different road from the expected one, in spite of the man.
directions Profiessor Robbins gives us. One of his suggestions is unusual: the book can be
read in two ways, he says, cither straight through or by leaving Chapters IVt VI
(comprising Part 2. *The Main Themes”) until after Chapter VIIL. i
that Chapter IX, “A Glance at the Contemporary Scenc”, can be read
seems to have been bound into the wrong book.) It s also duqmmng 10 fnd in Chap
VI a section, containing neither summary nor summation, enti .
Tdealism”; we were led to expect that 1o be the subject of the whnle book. And in t
section, it might be remarked, only two of the cight imnmm i Amolds
the others range, like so many Th
S P ey R o b s i e 3 st th: viablity of
thought, and so dips into the history of humanism from Erasmus to Edmund Wilson
show the sources and validity of “ethical idealism” (Burte’s term). The result is
appointing (who could write such a history in 210 pages ostensibly devoted to ano
subject?), mainly because the author's treatment of Arnold's terms, argument, and
trine is stimulating and revealing. Surely he would have written the better book of
he is 5o obviously capable if he had desoted more time to relating the other ar
Amold's thought to his religious and ethical ideas. Tn short, although the book is @
pact and informative, one wishes that Professor Robbins had put more morfar be
his bricks, and given us more of Arnold and more of Robbins—and less of P
Eliot, ef al.

Fraser Neiman's collection, Essays, Letters, and Reviews by Matthew Arnold,
mare interest to third-degree Arnoldians than to schalars in It
hic search for lost or neglected Arnold material, and as such it is impressive, but
the fruit s of the Dead Sea variety. Some of the articles are here republished forthe
time, and some are colleced again from volumes now diffcult 1o obiain (such a8
in Criticism, Third Series). 'The latter are, us one might expect, more
though “The Bishop and the Philosopher” (Colenso and Spinora), never before

it of all. The subjects, ranging from poetic e
through cducational, social, and religious comment to. political journalism, g

1888, "The reaction is seldom intemperate, but equally seldom is it as ¢k
lightened as one would wish. And his weaknesses—tcnuous arg

use of non-authoritative authorities—are mare apparent than ever. His heavy.
Burke, of which Professor Robbins makes fitle use, is particularly evident, 4 i




s of which Robbins makes such good wse.

Messor Neiman for making available some passages

Silgaity; on the side of morals and feeling, coarseness; on the side of mind and spirit,
his is Philisinism” (“The Eisteddiod"); Amolds comparison of the

'udlwnnh Socicty and a monastery, both with rules of poverty, chastity, and cbedience,

som Easter to August”). But on the whale,
ook adds finle to our view of Arnold, and one wanders whether, at the ridiculous
of $1035, it will be any more available than the volumes it supposedly supersedes.
of eurse a step towards a complete edition, but it is a sicp that might well make us
the next one very carcfully. Not so Professor Robbios’ book which, by its carcful
ering examination of one arca of Arnold's thought, makes all the more necessary a
and coherent study of his life in relation to his idess.
iora College, University of Toronto Josn M. Romsox

itics in Australia: A Survey with Special Reference 40 the Universities. Edited
Grevraes, Price. Sydney: Angus & Robertson |Toronto: Ryerson Press],
1959, Pp. xix, 318, 42s.

, when Dr. Brian Elliott of the University of Adelaide returned to Australia after
(0 Canada, his account of the Canadian Humanities Research Couneil inspired his
 establish a similar body. The Australian Humanities Rescarch Council first
its initial survey of the scene, published in 1959, might have
with

is the conclusion of The Humanities in Australia, in full con-
the Murray Report of 1957. The book, of course is a kind of report in pro-
the climate has been changing while and after the data were collected. Yer
‘emphasizes that it is 2 book of the hour. Original plans to establish a second
fin Melbourne and 10 begin with science and engincering were opposed in
by an witimatum of the Federal Universitics Commission, backed by /500,

ting that arts and commerce be the founding faculties. At the time, the de-
d some local bitterness: “One’s first reaction is horror”, said a professor of
it the development of training in science and technology should be ap-
wdhnnmc Age, October 16, 1959). There was possibly more here than a

L rim council or a State Government and thase of the
The Hunsanities in Australia sees the challenge coming from

es religian, or at least religious schalarship, with the humanities, as if

er, and Catholic Action were alike in the values they have asserted.) The
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Universities Commission had reached a complementary conclusion that within the next
four years arts and commerce studeats will stand in greater nced than science and e
gincering, and it was perhaps concurring with the advice of the Humanities Research
Council in 1958 that any new university should contain a faculty of arts “from the oul-
set.” This and much more advice, with evidence for its need, is tabled in The Humani-
ties in Australia, which has proved to contain fighting words. The humanities in Aus:
tralia are up—if not in arms, then in letters.
The survey is explicitly confined for the most part t the univers
it e S T
radio, publishing, etc. The evidence of a depression in the hum:
Canadian humanists with recognition and sympathy. In xmndzry chons Englh sd
History have maintained high positions, but they are the ooly humanist studies in the
S e wa ok it e s e 1 g gy e B
humanitics. In the universities overcrowding has borne with
severity on faculties of arts; the writers of the Murray Report had found that “the.
in the University of Tasmania almost beggars description”, the facultics of Afts
nomics and Education being “housed under shocking conditions.” Perhaps caly
much moncy has been spent on aris students as on others. Salarics of faculty
have lagged (until three months ago), the faculty.student ratio is high, and re
is dificult.This book expresses a convicton that scholarship is csential o the
ties and (a newish development in Australia) that research in the humanities
greatly extended. Yet that research is difficult to do in Australia. The cry of isol
from the great libraries and from other scholars—goes up on page after page.
leave is inadequate, financial assistance is essential but meagre, opportunities to
o few and remote. Canadian and American scholars are envied, for they,
tralians think, “can afford a visit to Europe in vacation.” All the same, a ra
“the people who write about the humanities” and a chapter on university sescard
4 note of hope that contrass with the academic sorrows of other
spirit of approach to rescarch in the humanities is joy and enthusiasm. . »
H. A. K. Hunt and continues in that spirit through some sensible and

pages.
haps the crux of the practical problem is the desperate uudq\ua/
in Au!(nl.u In 1956 no Australian university had anything like
(551,166 averaged by seventy large United States universitics in mz. only
bourne, and Adelaide had passed the tally (148,267) averaged by seventy
tes universities in 1953, The library of the University of Sydney alone.
in size with those of Toronto and MeGill, and the next biggest Aust
fbrary, that of Mclbourne, was smlle than any one of fve univesiy i
This is certainly “a grave matter.” The authors treat it gravely, with an
goodwill. They do not wish to suggest that all is bad or that nothing
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Melbourde has a fine new building. They are grateful to Prime Minister Menzies for an
annual grant of (4000 to the Humanities Research Council. Deficiencies of the Com-
‘monwealth Literary Fund can be excused (or revealed): “The . . . Fund will always meet
with eritcisms of various types, and no doubt some of those criticisms will be justified.
Nevertheless, it has been conceived by Australian statesmen who for fifty years have shown
helpful interest in Australian fiterature.” The humanists consider it “unrealistic to
demand that Australian libraries should buy on the seale of large libraries in the United
Sttes” Yet is it safe not to buy on that scale? If the humanities are “more important
than ever” and without them the outlook is "bleak”, and if the present state of the human-
iz- is really perilous, a bold imaginative programme is imperative. By means of xcro.
Ausiralia could have a replica of the Bodleian Library or a selected two million

for roughly £10,000,000. (So could Canada, incidentally, and if other countries
institutions joined in, the cost might be lowered, and in time we might add repro-

ons of the treasures of London, Paris, Moscow, and the Fisher Library in Sydacy.)

o Um\‘emly may be expected to cost £20,000,000—without a satisfactory Univer-

iy lbeary. To establish a major library in Australia would be to lay the foundation of
sior univesitcs system for Australusia and South-East Asia and would at ane blow

2 4 host of problems.

sie University S. E. Senorr

Studis 2: Journey to Beatrice. By Cuanis S. Sixoveron. Cambridge: Harvard
University Press [ Toronto: S. J. Reginald Saunders|, 1958. Pp. vi, 291. $625.

B seond olume of his Danie Stdies, Professor Singleton analyses the allegorical
Beance of Dante's journey from the dark wood of sin to reunion with

Paradise which is the goal of its first stage, the point of departure for s
. His object is 1o re<create the underlying conception, familiar to all readers in
i time, of the “journey of the unquict heart”, in the phrase of St. Thomas
journey constantly repeated in all ages in the lives of individuals selected by

journey, according to the theologians, followed a certain csablished pattern
Dante's allegory, as l"rok‘smr s;ugmﬂ interprets i, adheres faithtully. Tt is
ights”, that

, that of grace, that of glury. w.h movements and lights are r:pms:n(ed in
by Virgil, Beatrice, and Bernard.
end of the Purgatorio, Dante (led by Virgil representing the light of the
) enters the Earhly Paradise, acquires complete rectitude of the will, en
and then is prepared by the light of revelation and grace shining from
for that “passage beyond the human” for which the poet had to coin @
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ver, “trasumanar.” 1t is this episode to which Professor Singleton devoes the first s
tion of his book, and by examining it minutely in the light of his extensive reading ia
mediaeval theology he is able to confer on passage after passage new lucidity and new
significance.

He is particularly concerned with establishing the distinction drawn by Dante, i
accordance with the theologians, between what Virgil could possess and discern as a e
presentative of the human intellect unenlightened by grace, and what could be p
and attained only by the

Beatrce herseli, appears, Virgil is no longer by Dante's side. And the image can e
panded to even greaer significan

the chapter entitled “Justification in Hlistory” demonstrates most persuasively)

Rome leading mankind to that justice which preceded the advent of Christ.

The appearance of Beatrice Professor Singleton interprets as an allegory of
threeicld advent of Christ on which St. Bernard preached: the historical Adveat in
past, the Sccond Coming in the future, and the constantly renewed advent which
place in the souls of men. Beatrice herself in this study assumes a variety of allg
significance which at times seems almost too complex. She is an image of that b

in contemplation of God which must be preceded by Justice. She is also Sapieatiy
Lady Philosophy discerncd by the natural light of the philosophers, and so immed
soguised by Vieghin Limbo. Bt she is o the Sepiendis of divioe gt (il
can guide Dante above the sphere of the moon and Fortune. This is  new and
interpretation of Inferno 11, 7678, and again the verb trasumanar is recalled. In herg
acter as Contemplation she is attended not only by the theological virtues but by
cardinal virtues that represent the active life. The four nymphs who personfy thee
dressed in red, to denote that they are “infused with charity”, and so have been e
from pagan into Christian qualities.

In the secand part of his book, “Return to Eden”, Professor Singleton

equal care but somewhat less persuasively the Eanthly Paradisc in which
Matelda and awaits Beatrice. By quoting the Septuagint version of Genesis,

of rather confusing multiple imagery, though the nymphs accompany Bes
whom they represent are specifically Matelda's constellation:
It might be questioned why these four figures alone,
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aying the charior of the Church, should be weighted with the major burden of the
gory. And it is here that Professor Singleton's cxposition becomes over-claborate and
entirely satisfactory. He devotes the last two chapters of his book to an explanation

6 Dase's lament over Eden. He interprets it 2s a lament for the “natural justice” lost
by Adam which can never be recovered, though “personal justice” can be autained by
grace. He uses an image of two three sectioned ladders, with corresponding

tons", and applies it to the whole episode in which Dante meets Beatrice and

over into Eden, But it is significant that he does not quote one line from the

n i direct support of his metaphor, and that he does not attempt to explain in its

does indeed mention two species of justice, but that they are simply rewarding
ke and punishing justice. Surcly at this point the critic has become so fascinated by
ical convolutions that he has forgotten the poem itself. The Road o Xanadu has
‘s how much of a poct’s reading may lic conecaled within his poetry, but it is diffi-

k1o believe that Dante could consciously have employed such an important allegory
given the reader such scanty clucs w its cxitence. In the earlier chapters

of recouition” is stirred over and over again by quotations from the theologians

f from Ovid and Guido Cavalcanti), but the chapter entitled “Natural Justice”

0 to Eden” obscure rather than clarify the poem.

of Toronto

the Population of China, 13641953, By Pixon Ho. Cambridge: Harvard
Press | Toronto: S. J. Reginald Saunders], 1959. Pp. i, 33, xxxii.

the major nations of the warld, the biggest i also the least-known from the stand-
« ¢ materials. The extraordinary political importance that China is now
h respect both to Russia and to the West sl B MGl
ane of the most important and awesome numbers to appear in the past
{warkd bistry was the 582 million reported for the population of Mainland
by the Communist government. This report was very much a surprise,
£s such s 400 million and, later, 450 million, invented to fill the void, had,

print, come to be believed,
under review has theee principal topics: (1) actual and fiscal data con-
a and arca of China since 1368; (2) a discussion of some variables
on growth; (3) a speculative reconstruction of the history of the popu-
from the fist two topics, and anchoring the serics terminally on
The author first presents a carcful account of the meanings which
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can be attached to the large volume of numbers fowing from official sources sinee 1368,
and the probable types of confusion and error from incautious use of them. From a con-
ceptual standpoint the central difficulty of intespretation is the tendency for counts of
both persons and land areas to become translated into tax assessment units, for raising
money or labour services or military conscripts. Misenumeration is probable with defi
uitions like these. Statistcs collected for the purpose of controlling persons and ther

ys are doomed to falsification. The data which result are more a measure of admie
istrative efficicncy than of demographic realivy. Variations in numbers of people and i)
land arca come to refiect fiscal needs and fiscal honesty. “These problems were co
by the type of enumerator chosen. Unpaid and inexpericnced local police and tx @
lectors are intrinsically unfit for the collection of accurate statistics.

I liw of data to complement and supplement a few bricf and only relativly g

tified eras, the author inspects some factors he believes to be closcly related to pop

wih: land, migration, land tenure, commercial and industrial development, and

1 carastrophes. ~ His zhnpur on Lh( changing pattern of food production

these factors, and thus to reconstruct Chinese population history. The author's
theory i an clementary form of Malthusianism. Thus popolation grows during pro
and peace, creating the conditions which lead to depression and war. A

s his failure to more than mention in passing cither fertility and the familial ins
behind it—like Malthus he scems to assume fertility is fixed—or mortality and the
types and degrees of control over the causes of death. Entirely aside from this

limited scope, the question must be asked as to the worth of the arempt at all. 1€l
theses like these are used to derive population estimates, then what can such e
wsed for? ‘The process certainly renders them unfit for testing the hypotheses
create them. And what other purpose is there, except the rather sterile urge to ba
numbers?

From the two sources indicated above, the author comes to an

During the Ming period (1368-1644) the population increased from 60 mil
million. "The Ching period (1644-1911) saw further growth to 490 million,
publican era (1911-1949) closed with a population of 560 million. For the
whole, the growth rate was 4 per thousand per annum. The power of

s percnnially startling. Six centuries at what is really a wivial growth rate in
terms has yielded a tenfold multiplication of the population. The current size
population should be no surprise. During this historical epoch, “normal” growd
an approximate rate of 7 per thousand per annum, interrupted by three perk
change: 1625-1710; 1850-1890; and 19271949, In studying a population as)
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s easy o (\:1 te inaccurately absolute numbers which elsewhere wauld be of major

Thus China's population in the last half of the ninctecnth century experienced
civil wars in which 30 million died, and lost a further 20 million through
'imghx as well s 10 million from other catastrophes. But the average catastrophic loss

e resubant proportion, 3 per thousand, is no more

cight percent of the total death rate, and thus only a minor “cause of death”.
This stwdy cepresents an operational inquiry in the broadest sense of the term. The
b provies a penetracing inquiry into the social context from which data flow, Work
Chinese history, but also for lites-
from the

: of demographic analysis, it
B importucc fucric of roveling the chiacacn of the;social o poitial
g that produced the daia, Errors are not merely negative nuisances to be corrected;
v posiive clcs to hidden aspects of the reporting structure, - AU his best, the author
shrewd skepical judgment in coping mm selaively intraccable sources, and even
the reader with a leaven of quaint anccdotes. But the
tion in social scicnce comes lhruugh. The impressive evidence of his carcful
g inta old documents should have been reinforced by more than a cursory inspec-
e sxunt demgaphic lczaure oo China.The biblography.amos: ignores
ich includes — (... uamylr — a number of valuable studies on the
“The author criticizes the olh:nl iuuu s of Chm-

often seemed to be merely provision of a number to satisfy the need for a com-
With a topic of such importance as this, it is regreuable’that the author
time 10 time that e is somewhat guilty of the same charges,

f Wisconsin Nommax B. Rypin

¢ The Bard: A Study of William Blake. By Ronext Guicxwen. Detroit: Wayne
University Press, 1959. Pp. xii, 322. $7.00.

Pifer & the Rard is a study of Blake's early poetry and thus is concerned

ith nothing produced after The Songs of Experience and Visions of the Daugh-

Although the author is occupied with the carly work in and for itself, his

guided by the understanding that it is an integral part of something much

central ideas of Mr. Gleckner’s study are (1) that man according to
three stages, innocence, experience, and “higher innocence”—symbol-
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ized by the child, the father, and Christ—and (2) that Blake as a poct is first the piper
(the poctsinger of innocence) and sccond the bard (the poct-prophet of experience). Un:
fortunately both ideas imply a basic dualism tha is un-Blakean. The first idea reinteo-
duces a perennial but erroncous theme of most mediocre criticism of Blake. - Blake's con-
ception of time is not cyclical. Instead, like that of the Old and New Testaments, it s
linear. The moment which etrnally itersets the linear redcems time, Blake calls thi
prophetic moment “The Moment in Each Day that Satan cannot find”. Contrare in

igher innocence” that Mr. Gleckner desribes has nothing o do with a retum #
. Accordingly, Blake's conception of the imagination is important not b

he found a symbol for the imagination, as Mr. Gleckner says, but because e never
sight of the idea that the imagination functions as the informing spirit in any cr
expericnce, thus making the symbol consubstantial with that which it represents. S
Blake is always concerned with paint of view, the condition of the imagination itslf
Gleckner's threcfold division of the Songs according to innocence, experience, and highe
innocence is more a concoction than it need be. Both child and father—innocence:
expericnce—are in Christ; they are, as Blake says, His members. ive. visi
imagination, is cternal and one.

Mr. Gleckner's second major idea is equally unstable. He writes that
of the traditional symbol, howeve i
waded into his prophetic works". The choice of loaded language (“errar
“waded") is itself suspect, but to say Blake “never again achieved the brilliance he dem
srated in the complex 4 Cradle Song” is indefensible. Tronically, to adopt his own th
fold division, such a drift n his anal i
successful as the piper of the sate of
ctic works” only to drown like a Swedenborgian Prufrock in the experience of
heard the voices of “higher innocence”. His final chapter does litle to releve th
By for even his closing sentence, which betrays his uncasiness with the 1

2 non sequitur: “The cosmic higher innocence must be understood in t
of the Songs of Innocence and Experience”’. Mr. Gleckner's own view:

i, as it should be, from the later back to the carlier work.

Although the author is generally reliable, there are some serious
Blake's symbolism. The confounding of Urizen and Jehovah (p. 38) is
since the former is an aspect of man and the latier an idea of God. Blake's
symbolism are not metaphorical or mythological in the usual sense, but mytho
vision is of the stages of the imagination, not of mythological personages. Mr.
never makes this vital distinction clear. Another weakness in the study of
bolism is the lack of an explicit discussion of the sexual imagery forever p
wock. Thus cven che autho's gcrlly soond dicumion of the fotion
tyrantking is limited.  Such symbols as the phallic rod, whip, serpent,
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seeptre, to name only a few, are not examined in order to show the entire metapharical
fattern with which Blake is working. The same weakness is in evidence in discussions
of the female principle.

Within the confines of Blakean criticism, The Piper & the Bard is of uneven worth
and is clearly no pathfinder. In spite of chapters on the structure of Blake's poetic, his
symbolic technique and the imagination, the author does not make any organic use of
‘Blake's own imaginative vision, the simultancous grasp of the particular and the universal.

; the book may prove valuable to those who are busically unfamiliar with Blake
i o the necd to know a few things about his work beyond the usual platitudes o the

ity of Alberta E.J. Ross

: a Poliical Biography. By Micnazs. Bascrazx. Toronto: Oxford University Press,
1959, Pp. xii, 682. $9.00.

r, Associate Professor of Political Science at McGill, has produced a monumental

B s o tion 4 o bigraphy of Nehvu th greser par o

y detailed analyss of the political and cconomic history of India since In-

life. l)n.ly 26 of the book's 640 pages (cxcluding bibliog-
ex, etc) ate devoted to his life before the age of twentyseven; 342, or rather

half the book, deal with the last cleven years, 1947-58. ~ For this there would
e two reasons: the author calls his book “a political biography”, and Nehru did
upon his pliical appreiceship unil the age of thirty; and Nehrw's own

fwith his life up to that point chat there is nothing much that any biographer
§ 10 the story before that date—cxcept perhaps in tracing with pu:u ob|snvn1
o q:md stages in the subject’s persanal development, which B

s quite obviously, avowedly, and unashamedly an admirer of his sub-
he gives the impression of onc who had worshipped from afar for some
deciding 10 go off to India and collect materials for this book. His firsthand
Tndia appears to have been confined to “spending the academic year 1955.56

d India” and “returning bricfly o India at the beginning of 1958” (p. ix).

it he write, therefore, has been scen through eyes other than his own, mainly
mmm..., and this produces a generally somewhat partial and biased

the history of the period, and perhaps to a less extent of the subject of

 himself.
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Dr. Beecher ranks Nehru rightly among the giants of history, "bearing comparison
with Roosevelt and Churchill, Lenin and Mao, men who towered abose their collcagoes
and guided their people through a period of national crisis” (p. 595). Yet he is able
0 enumerate weaknesses ax well as strengths. While Nehru is talented, charming, cout-
ageous, selfles, indefatigable, the popular idal of all Tndia, he has also all his lfe bees
conesited, vacillating, and irritable, and of recent years has lost some of his hold o hif
immediate followers. Brecher makes the interesting point that Nehru was largely d
inated by his father, Motilal Nehru, for the first fortytwo years of his life, a0
Gandhi for the next sixteen, so that it was only with the latter's assassination in 19
that Jawaharlal Nehru, now fifty<ight years of age, found himself standing oo bis 0
feet at last. This accounts for his inability to this day w make quick decisions.
The best part of the book is undoubtedly that (some 200 pages) which &
so much detail with the political, social, and cconomic history of India since
Nehru's uneasy partncrship with Vallabhbhai Patcl, the integration of the Native:
the functioning of Cabinet and Pariamen, the reorganization of Sue boundai
roblem, are all dealt with well. Particularly interesting is the ot
lanning and Welfare”, largely because the author is dealing with something be.
sclf witnessed. Nehru's own part in phnmng bas been that of 2 man emotiosally e
‘mitted tw Socialism, and opposed to licentiousacss n cupitalism, but lacking an

his own Resolution on Industrial Palicy in April, 1948, whea his admission of

sity of reassuring and encouraging private enterprise led to his denunciation
of his fciowSocialists.

“The question which lends particular interest o the chatcr on Plansing

peogren under the Firs Five year Plan, and in preparation foe - Second
the second i

in legislation and in planning. At the same time, he continued 1o re
industry that he looked to them as partmcrs in his nation building effor.
even when socialstic legislation is coupled with such genuine assurances,
courage the expansion of private industry, and this in turn forces the S
ever grawing hand in industrial development. It s doubtful, therefore,
other regime would now find it easy to reverse the current trend te

income ruse from §53.34 1 $59.01" only, and that
the moderate rise in prices during the period of the Plan (1951:56). OF




BOOK REVIEWS 409

i i s i e e
per year” (p. s;s no explanation for the discrepancy berween $38.80 and $59.01), but
the indications are, particularly since this book was written, that few of s goals will
actually be achieved.
As is natural if the author is writing essentially from Nehru's own point of view,
e chapter on “India and the World” is particularly well done, Nehru has directed
ndia's forcign relations almost single-handed since independence, just as during the
preceding years he was the only Congress leader who showed interest in and understand-
g of world afairs. One surprising lacuna is that the Kashmir affair nowhere receives
than a passing mention, the more remarkably because of Nehru's well known per-
interest in it. The chapter brings out the interesting point that Nehru's. policy
*non-alignment” is due not only to his deep loathing for imperialism in any form,
cr British, “dollar”, or Marxist, but also to the sheer cost of “entanglement”. An
nate percentage of the national budget, so badly needed for internal development,
ues perforce to be devoted to defence because of coninued bad relations with Pakis-
R B0 vl b s povry b than idcdogy bas ey detemined Nefi's

ission that Nehru has failed to train any individual
p o succeed him, as Gandhi persistently trained and groomed him, This is the
serious if the anthor’s claims are correct that so much of India’s progress during
decade of independence was due to this one man. Brecher makes the interesting
that Nehru's demise may sce the final break-up of the Congress Party and
of a Conservative Right-wing Hindu Fany into power, though he fears
may hasten the ultimate triumph of Comm

The book a5 a whole is subject 10 some BT T Ly unnecessarily
B o e i B o il o g e itself
t of its subject that it frequenty distorts history by recording anly some

“This s notably truc of the first half of the book, which deals wi

b, many pages dealing with the inability of India herself to agree on
. “The 1942 Rebellion is called the outcome of British in

. fhlly at a juncturc when Allied fortunes were at a low cbb. The Indian
mmy is called “a symbol of national pride” (p. 305), but no allusion is made
iny Jats and Rajputs who later tried to murder the Sikhs who had tortured them
<amps 0 induce them 1o join, nor to the remarkable fact that fewer
o of the Indian troops taken prisoncr by the Japancse agreed o join in spitc

material advantages of doing so. These and many other similar mis-
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interpretations would seem to be inevitable blemishes when an author falls under the
sway of a dynamic personality on the other side of the world, and proceeds to write his
raphy on the basis of too slender a personal acquaintance with. him, his country, and
his culture.

University of King's College H. L. Puxusr

India Today. By Fxasx Monass. New York: Macmillan [Galt: Brett-Macmillan L]y
1960, Pp. 248. $4.00.

Mr. Moracs is an Indian journalist, but, as a member of the Roman Catholic Por
Indian community, brought up in cosmopalitan Bombay, and with several years of
graduate study in Britain, he brings to his identification with India a certain

and detachment which seldom characierizes the average Indian citizen. He has thus
again produced a book which is shrewd, i D and is certainly
be commended to anyone interested in g within manageable compass an anay
of events in India during the first e years of her independence.

‘The difficulty with any “today” book s that it tends t be “yesterday” b
book is even published. However, India Today was still being written in Avgust
and s fresh enough to contain an account of the suspension of the Communist
ment in the State of Kerala that month, and to draw from it some extremely i
lessons and morals for India’s statesmen.  Actually, after an opening chapter in
compares Nehru in certain respects to the god Shiva, Moracs devotes exactly a g
his book to a background sketch of the history of India since 1500 BC. To
milleania i sixty pages is inevitably a sketchy undertaking, but the account
intersting and wellwritte, and i instructive for those who are not quite sure W
what are the Ahmadiyas (misspelled on page 59), Wahabis, Brahmo §

Samajists, ctc., all of whom have played important parts in producing the India
‘The last secton of this background history consiss of a most interet
Here again Moraes'objectivity sands him in good stead.

masses of Tndia behind the Swaraj movement, Gandhi may in fact have been:
for engendering violence, slowing the coming of independence, and leaving

id of educated political leadership. Of Gandhi's famos.

ites: “Many Westerners find it difficult to dis

as rulers” (p. 68). It would have been helpful to the purity of
through trch If this truh had Beem e cven soccgd by AR
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“The main part of the book, however, is concerned to answer the question poscd
the book's opening sentences: “Twelve years constitute  small span in the lfe of a country
five thouwsand years old. How far has India changed ! pmgrmd since independence
was proclaimed on August 15, 19472" In the course of his extremely interesting com-
mentary on this period, Moracs deals concisely, mmxva\y, and with discernment with all
the eading issus: the integration of the Princes; the cass of Junagadh, Hyderabad, and
Kby “Bhoodan

g
', the semi-mystical agrarian programme of Vinoba Bhave; Nehr's forcign policy;

the actics and antics of the Communist Party; the accentuated trend towards socialized

indusry and rural cooperatives.

~ On the two of thesc issues which are most often discussed in North America, but
always with misunderstanding, Kashmir and Nehru's forcign policy, Moracs again
‘with salutary objectivity. His factual account of the original “Kashmir incident”

! econ
aveighed against West than East, but feels that Chinese ruthlessness in Tibet (car-
farther since he wrotc) may be correcting this imbalance.

The book leaves one with the picture of a vast continent tackling vast internal

on a democeatic buu lm dangerously dependent on one man, Nehru, and with

unism, among the uncertain din of the many

B T (o s ki st il bk e Whr

when Nehru (very shortly) disappears from the political scenc? Can India's
sytem work. wel cnough to produce an clfective answer o0 Ca

Communism?

‘answer to the first question is that, while Morarji Desai could emerge next to fll
! hical image", power is more likely t pass into the hands of

answer 1 the sccond question is less clear, but the events of 1959 in Kerala

bt leave him optimistic. Whether or not Canadians are able to share his optimism,

underlines the importance of Canada’s doing anything possible, politically and

10 assst the present régime in India in demonstrating that democracy can

2% much for the material welfare of her teeming millions a5 Communism is

and sl leave them with their personal frecdom.

| King's College H. L. Puxuey
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The Specches of Charles Dickens. Edited by K. J. Fievouc. Oxford: Clarendon Pres
[Toronto: Oxford University Press], 1960, Pp. xxiv, 456. $10.00.

In the winter of 1832 “a terrible bad cold and an inflammation of the face” compelied
Dickens to cancel his audition with Mathews and Kemble; otherwise he might have tumed
actor and never “thought of Mr. Pickwick”. An audience delighted him. With driving
encrgy he organized amateur theatricals for charity, and even s a novelist he maintzined
an unusually intimate relatonship with bis public,first by means of the serial method o

pared to stand up and say in public, which was not always the same as what he expeessal
as his opinions to his correspondents, or what he published in the guisc of fiction®
Though less lively, less direct, and less interesting than the private leters, the specches
polished performances. “A public dinner,” said Trollope, “became a blessing instead ofa
curse, if e was in the chair”. Composed in the course of @ stroll, recained by &
verbal memory, and delivered without notes or manuscript, his speeches, said the Duke
Argyl, were “the very perfection of neatness and precision in language—the speaking of
a man who koew exactly what he was going 1o say, and how best to say ic".

dressed mostly to banquets in support of charitable causes, the speeches are
marily of biographical importance, a record of Dickens' public opinions on a
range of such wpics a5 the particular occasions suggested. A few predictable
recur. As a distinguished and popular representative of literature, frequently ad
institutions for the welfare and enlightenment of industrial workers, he naturally
1o the relationship of author and public in his times. “From the shame of the purch
dedication, from the scurrilous and dirty work of Grub Street, from the dependent
sufferance at my Lord Duke's table today, and from the sponging-house and Marsh
tomorraw, from the venality which, by a fine moral retribution, has degraded
even 10 a greater extent than authors . . . from all such evils the people hae set
ture frec. And my creed in the exercise of that profession i, that Literature cannat
faithul to the people in seturn.” A second and steadfast Dickensian opinion
liamentarians on the whole are worthless and muddle-headed wind! e
el moee circaenapecly than o the novels or Yxters, bt thasks M
lent notes, which account for what else weat on at the banquets, one can casly
the pressure rising as Dickens listens, for example, to the Lord Mayor at a §
banquet extolling the House of Commons as “an august assembly”, a noble
which the country is justly proud. Relieving himself to Charles Kent in a
writes of “pining under the imbecility of constitutional and corporational idis
hospital dinner his exasperation grows even more intense with the specches of %

+ “Sleck, slobbering, bow-paunched, over-fed, apoplectic, snorting &
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e auditory leaping up in their delight!” “The specches, of course, had to be phrased more

The volume is meticulously edited by K. J. Fielding, author of Charler Dickens:
| Griical Introduction, an editor of the forthcoming Pilgrim edition of Dickens' lettrs,
a distinguished Dickens scholar. Until now the speeches were available only in a
‘quite disceputable in its origin and resuls”, published by John Camden
“a literary prate at hean”. Since Dickens usually wrote 1o manuscript, the texts
down, and as

in the old edition, and all subsequent reprints, were
. e e e b iy 9 i Dk Acm:lly said” By com-
il reports (listed in a textual commentary), Fielding has established what he
ikders the best. texts obtainable, as well as providing notés with each speech that give
2 full awareness of the natare and progress of each occasion and of the audiences”
nses throughout,  Finally, we have a greater number of speeches: Hotten's edition
the Nonesuch Dickens prins 65; Fielding gives accounts of 115, In 50 many
however limited his scope or his invention, Dickens never provided the
stuniy for sich a succinct report as he himself had ance writien in his reporting days:
[ Lincoln beoke down, and sat down.”

of Alberta R. D. McMasran

chof Chancer. By Bexruanv H. Browsow. Toronto: University of Toronio Press,
1060, Py ix, 117. $350.

of this recent addition to the vast corpus of Chaucerian suudics is sounded in
A Search for Chaucer. The author, whose book presents in printed form the
Br Lectures for 1958-1959, is not interested in Chaucer as an Englishman, in new
e in Chavcer a3 3 scientist or as a rhetorician, but, rather, in finding
man and poct, amid the jungle of sophisticated criticism that has grown
years. He stresses the common-sense, rather than the historical, allegorical,
forms of criticism, and t0 find him quoting extensively from the critical
ldm-m should occasion no great surprisc.
Bronson opens with a survey of the problems confronting Chaucerian
mentions some of the pitfalls encountered by carler crities. He refuses to
 court poet flatering his patrons, as an allegorist, as a dramatic monol-
as the intentional creator of a great human drama. Chavcer is an ¢
whose chicf interest is the people about him, who fecls for his fellow-men,
og for oral recittion, and who knows that he has an audience which he
these basic assumptions Professor Bronson proceeds to examine three
storyelling—the world of dreams, the world of everyday life, and
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the world of books—with the purpose of discovering the relationship between these level
and forming some conclusions about Chaucer's narrative patterns and techniques.
observes that Chaucer's four dream poems are all, o a far greater extent than
his sources, intimately bound up with the reading of books, and that all obscrve some
degree at least of rational progression and have basically realistic values. Each follows &
different pattern, yet, despite the probability that Chaucer was experimenting, there s 0
sign of failure: he was adapting his approach to his subject. Along with Robinson, Pro-
fessor Bronson rejects, in the Prologuc t the Legend of Good Women, the alleged alle
gorical equivalence of Alceste and the God of Love to Queen Anne and King Ri
He docs not, on the other hand, refuse to recognize the Lady Blanche and the Man i
Black in the Book of the Duchess as the Duke and Duchess of Gaunt, and it is in dis
tinctions such as these that his sanc, reasoned approach shows o its best advantage. i
the first instance the correlations require too much strtching of the facts to have beea i
tended, even as a part of a dream fantasy, by a sensible poet such as Chaucer, whose chok
of symbols shows extreme delicacy and balance.
In a similar manner, the eminently human world of the Cantesbury pilgrims
treated with a minimum of theorizing. The characters proceed in a serics of
some more obvious than others. The Merchant's Tale follows upon the Clerk's
because the Merchant was becoming exasperated with the wnveritiogs of e il
own attitude was diametrically opposed, and his story is located in Lombardy, not
cause (as Robinson, for cxample, believed) of the source of the story as Chaucer found
but because the Clerk’s story had been about a knight of Lombardy and the
wanted 1o attack on the Clerk’s own ground. So also the Monk, his religious

la. The Host's annoyance at the serics of tragedies
by his having just listened to the Tale of Melibee and hoping for something lighter
mare in keeping with his own taste.

There is  distessng tendency in the present day to make the ltcrature of the

. The result was the addition of the “conession” of the Pardoner, which has
50 much controversy. It scems a pity that we cannot explain the character other
Chaucer's botching together of materials: Coghill and Tolkien have, in thei ecente
been much more successful.

“The world of books is, of course, closely related to that of the Canterbury
and Professor Bronson devotes his fourth lecture to demonstrating the method
Chaucer moves from the natural plane t the greater freedom of the literary
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she deal shows up the imperfection of mortal men. The discussion of Chaucer's prob-

<n the Legend of Good Women and the Monk's Tale, or the extremely skilful harm-

sizing of abstract and allegorical figures with the naturalistic setting of the Pardoner's

 fascinating one. One i«h. however, that the author s at times carried away by

that when we are told, concerning the Monk's

et ssiobe o e c.mxmq frame,

| cotcred into Chaucer’s adventurous imagination and instandy . . . blown the

plan and its coneiel et RS iy Chance' b ¢ the only ad-

imagination present

As was mentioned at ux outset, Professor Bronson is searching for Chaucer. By

e dose of the book we have been introduced to 3 poct with a marvellous gift for depict-

flshandblood characters and with a decp sympathy for men joined 1o a strong

ness of @ higher world. He is not a perfect poct, and we have scen him struggling

intracable material, sometimes without complete success. But we have here mdzd
(Chaucer, and it is 2 mater for regret that the limitations of the Alexander Lectu

permit of a more extensive acquaintance with the man we have met.

iy of King's College R. MacG. Dawson

gh Conrad: A Critical Biography. By Jocrixw Bamss. New York: McGraw Hill
Book Company [Toronto: Ambassador Books], 1960, Tiustrated. Pp. 523.
ey

ad impresses the reader and critic alike as an enigmatic figure. A son of a

o, he broke the family traditions of land.owning gentry by turning sailor in

Merchant Navy; twenty years later he yiclded to a mysterious impulse and
preat writer of English prosc.

M. Baines's biography is a painstaking effort 1o cxplain the complxities of Con-

and work. This welldocumented study corrects many inaceuracies of carlier

s and brings t light new and imporant data. One of Mr. Baines's main at-

s the manner in which he shows the unreliability of Conrad’s memory and

ent 0 which Conrad makes use of authentic autobiographical facts in his novels

Morcover, he justy points out that ncither his wife Jessie nor his collaborator

Ford (Hueffer) can be trusted.

ir. Baines has attempred to solve one of the more knotty problems of Coarad's

B min o bis reponcddc,during bis dae i Ml with Capuin

Mr. Baines quotes from a longlost letier from Tadeusz Bobrowski

ernal uncle) o Stefan Buszcznyski, a friend of Conrad's father. "The letter

ow Conrad tried 1o kill himself with a revolver and how Bobrowski has told




Vayets
/ﬁél}gm:

THE

MILDEST
BEST-TASTING

CIGARETTE

Compliments of

Sea-Seald Division

National Sea Products
Limited

Halifax Nova Scotia




BOOK REVIEWS 417

nyone that bis nephe was wounded in a ducl. Mr. Baines himself admits that, al-
ough Conrad’s san John confirms the fact of his father's having had a scar in the Ieft
both he and his brother Borys refused to accept the suicide version.

Mr. Baines declares that certain people disagree with him, but he fails to give an
of the controversy. He mentions Jerry Allen's biography of Conrad (Thunder and
Sunshine) in connection with her identification of Conrad's “Rita”, but omits to dis-
her counter-argument on the subject of Conrad's attempeed suicide. Miss Allen,

tally, has no doubts about Conrad's ducl with Blunt over “Rita”. Mr. Baines

the “dingers to the duel version” with an attempt 0 advance the improbable
wsiion that Conrad licd 1o Bobrowski, who then invented the truth, Perhaps the
seems improbable, but it is possible. For example, Conrad might have wanted to
en bis uncle’s heart with the story of his auempted suicide.

M. Baines correctly stresses the prychological importance of an attempred suicide:
attempt to kill onself would in all umstances be a traumatic experience; and this
[Bave becn particulaly intcnsc in Conrad's case because, according to the Roman
ic dogma under which he had been brought up, attempted suicide is mortal sin”
54). However, on p. 447 Mr. Baines writes: “Although he was born and brought
a Catholic, and his father was an almost mystical believer, he rejected Chris-
++. He said: ‘IUs strange how [ always, from the age of fourteen, disliked the
gan religion, its doctrines,
Admictedly, Mr. Baines's book is the best biography of Conrad available today, but
tion of The Times Literary Supplement (February 5, 1960, pp. 7374) that it is
imagine a more thorough or reliable or readable book is somewhat exaggerated.
tter of fact, it is rather casy to imagine a definitive biography of Conrad that
eal with some aspects of the novelist which Mr. Baines has cither ignored or failed
adequatcly. It i a pity that Mr. Baines does not delve more deeply into Con-
ips with his wife and his two sons. Nor has he done justice o Conrad's
 his reading of Polish literature before and after he became a great English
Polish controversy over his “desertion” of his native land and his writing in
‘pronouncements on the Polish language and literature; his attitude toward
and rmans; his correspondence with contemporary Polish writers
hasc work he read and was asked to translate); his recep-
 astiv land during his lfetime and afeer; and, finaly, the profound influcnce
as exercised upon B Gy .

He would
possessed a working knowledge of the Polish language and not
secondary sources in dealing with Polish documents. While

his facts and the spelling of the Polish names arc admirable, he does not
his subject matter. The chapter called “Polish Years” is only thirty-
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w0 pages long and is merely a short chronicle of Gznudl family and his early experi-

The references w Polish writers are .q.mu wulﬁ(uml. For example, the
gt romantic poets Adam Mickiewicz and Juliusz Slowacki are briefly mentioned on
Land 25, Yet Conrad knew their work well and spoke of his indebtedness to them.
ite in Polish! That's a great thing, for that one must be a writer like
ki, Tam a common man, I write to earn my living and to support
in m language of the country where 1 found refuge” (Quoted by Ludwik
in “Joseph Conrad: Some Polish Documents”, The Polish Revicw, Vol. I,
12, 1938, New Yark).On anothe cxcasion Conrad spoke of * . . . The Polishness
ch | w0k into my works through Mickiewicz and Slowacki. My father read Pan
2 aloud 10 me and made me read it out loud. Not once, not twice. 1 preferred
Walienrod, Grazyna [The thrce works are by Mickiewicz . Later I preferred
Do you know why Slowacki? Il est Fdme de toute la Pologne, lui” (Quoted
in Sketches abous Conrad, Wassaw, 1959, p. 20, My translation.).
itcal assessment of Conrad's work in this biography can hardly be hailed as
biographer

it of the novelist. Still, Jocelyn Baines's
BB o contibusions o the preent Conead revivl

Uniersty Avaxe Gruso

in the Mass e By Cupes P i S York: Hill and Wang, 1960.
$3.00

flawing essays were originally spoken as an introduction to moral philosophy for
radio audience, They must therefore be read in that light” If we compare

eds with the subvitle on the dustjacket, we can sce the size of the problem which
Grant has set himself. There the book is called “An essay on the fabric of
e and the nced for  new moral philosophy.” Anyone speaking or writ-
all s controversial, has to make a num-

B 1 B e il pecbatdy bl - s the secoud, e wil profmbly
own biases to the novice. 1 should think Professor Grant is incapable of
be dull. Should he tackle lite issues or big ones? I he talks about litde
‘will probably fail w0 show the importance and sweep of the subject; if he talks
ones he will probably find himself trying to pour a thousand gallons into a
submerging pot and all in the overflow. Professor Grant is 0o convinced
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that the big problems are urgent ones to refrain from pouring. Should he, if he belicves
that most of his colleagues philosophise the wrong way, make concessions to them in
matter or manner, or should he ignore them? 1§ he makes concessions he will perpetuate
bad habits by his own example; if he ignores them, what he says will be no introduction
1 the subject s his hearers are likely to find it elsewhere. Professor Grant clearly has no
e for current fashions.
The resalt is a book whose virtues ...d faulis are out of all proportion t its size.
is alive with moral carnestness without ever

itrate, and vital (with one pleasing excursion into the
e s o L age
isicd with mere professional competcace. But with all these virtues

to pick up more easily — logical rigour,
tude in expression, skill in coneeptual distinction.

First, a brief summary of Grant's thesis. Man in North America has achieved a
degree of dominance over nature, but in doing so has produced a culture which
reflection and nonconformity. We need, thereore, to examine its moral
. As a start to such an examination, Grant contrasts modern man's concep-
of his existence with that of his ancient predecessors. To them men were living out
wablished patierns, which were the sole source of meaning for the events of
life. The philosophical expression of this atitude was the doctrine of natural law,
s based on two assumptions: (i) the universe is governed by intelligible principles,

nature, which is basically uniform, has its proper moral e
. Modern man refuscs to accept any theorctical limitation on his powers
expression of this greater confidence is the idea of progress, which is 2
e o i Ciriian concept of Providence, in which God directs humry o
4 calmination. ‘The most sriking example of this is Marxism; ancther s Prag-
Mariem foundes becaue i thinks o traton in purdy material terms and

governing our treatment of them. The most urgent
Gnnx concludes, is to r«mml: the truth in the doctrine of mluul law (d\.n

‘philosophical analysis of the key concepts men use when lhmkmg of moral
contrasts both with his own preference for historical

f the book, and with his Olympian dismissal of so many of hu professional con-
‘who spend most of their time doing just the sort of thing he scems to want.
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‘The story of the evolution of our moral attitudes is certainly of great importance,
and Grant has much of value to say about it within the limits he sets himself. But
these is very litle indication of the heoretical grounds on which philosophers have re-
commended the changes he describes. That the belicf in natural law has gone out of
favour is na doubt due largely to the social and religious forces he mentions; but unless
ane assumes that philosophers are just frontmen for such forces as these (and the book
i supposcd o be a protest agins such 4 view), one ought surcly to pay attention to the
logical dificultics which the belief runs into. For examy moral
folcicscan in some sense be “read off” the structure o the world has to meet the criicim
that it confuses belicf about values (about what should be the case) with belief about
(about what i the case); that it consequently confuses decisions with discoveries, and
i that what ought to be 0 s so. From these logical mistakes follow the doctrine that
e end one cannot successfully violate natural law, and the notorious corallary that
evil against which such theorics are designed to encourage us 1o struggle does not
ow really Whatever the genesis of such SR the philosopher's task
B it arucnur sad e ceicns of s st ‘That so fae of this
kind of cxamination is 10 be found in this book scems to me, in the light of its stated ob-
1 be a serious defect.

Tam aftaid T must add that more attention 0 humdrum points of logic would

B e peemccaio of hose things which Grane har chosen to include. Two
s: Grant treats Marxism, 1o some extent of course quite correctly, as the most
ng and influential example of the modern belicf in progress, which his esays set in
But in presenting it this way he finds no room to men-

conflct it engenders, Marxism is logically very similar indecd to naturallaw
In pulu\g it over Grant passes over a point of great significance for the theoreti-
.. Sccondly, I must object to the oversimplification of intricate prob-

s unavoidably the idea of God.

Vhic innp me 10 a final citicism. 1 do not find the problem Grant puts before
g, It is reminiscent of several problems familiar to philesophers. There is, for
problem of how we can be entitled to claim knowledge of moral truths when

the form of rules of action, not statements of fact. There is the problem of

t of bindingness such rules can have when we can choose to ignore them if we
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wish, There is the problem of how far, and in what scnse, we are to be considered free
agents when there are so many physical and psychological limitations on our choices.
There i the problem of how we can, at one and the same time, be frec agents and creat-
sres of 2 God who is alleged to be working out His purposes in history. And there are
ather problems akin to these. All are important; all are difficult; and cach one is dis-
tinguishable from the others, even though not unrelated to them. My main obstacle in
understanding Grant is that I am not clear which of them he is dealing with at any given
ime. ‘The beginner in moral philosophy is not apt to distinguish these questions from
ot another as much as he should, and Grant, 1 am afraid, will not help him.

1 enjoyed this book. 1 hope Grant will soon give us another. This one will cer-

encourage s readers to think. But it will not do much to show them how.

University of Alberta Trxency Pevsisus

Cormespondence of Edmund Buk Volume I1: July 1768 June 1774. Edited by Luey
The University Press [Toronto: University of

Toronto Press|], mm. P,,,mn,m $12.00.
bt Edraund Burke was still inscrutable at the close of the first volume of the new edic
uf Correspondence was perhaps to be expected; now, with the second volume bringing
down 0 mid 1774, be has become les 50 but till remains perplexing. No consistent

He may expostulate that Tt is certain I have endeay-

all my lfe o rain my understanding and my temper in the stdies and.habits of
by (p. 253); yet it remains true in the words of the poet that he was one,
‘Wha, born for the Universe, nurrow'd his mind,
Ao party gave up, what was meant for mankind.
fxcome the chicf literary vehicle of the Opposition, “the friends of the Marquess
his Thosghts on the Present Discontents of 1770 being an ofical party

Trish Absentee Tax. One recalls the much more savage
of Dean Swiit half a century earlier in behalf of humanitarianism. Here, at
ke’ theory of cmpire mnwnghed his bumanitarianism. Or was it simply
growing conservat
B Poe e spring of 1773 fil to mention the memorable meet-
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ing with Maric Antoinette, who was later o be memorialized s “litcring like the morn-
ingstar, full of life, and splendour and joy.” Nevertheless, Burke’s famous leter of the
previous November to the Duke of Richmand memrializes his veneration of “natural
aristocracy: “You people of great families and hereditary Trusts and fortunes are not like
such 38 | am, who whatever we may be by the Rapidity of our growth and of the fruit we
bear, flatter ourselves that while we crecp on the Ground we belly into melons that are
exquiste for size and flavour, yet sl we arc but annual plants that perish with our Sca
son and leave no sort of Traces behind us. You if you are what you ought to be are the
Qaks that shade 4 Country and perpetuate your benefits from Generation 1o Gen-
eration.”
The volume is admirably edited by Principal Lucy S. Sutherland of Lady Margarct
Osford. The notes are informative and bricf. The indes, as in the first volume, is
ricted o names of persons, but the promise of a comprehensive index, including sub-
cntrics, i the final volume is repeated. All sudents of the Age of Enlightenment
await the completion of the Correspondence.*

ity of Texas Exxest C

. Mossn

burgh Oliver and Boyd for The Saltire Scciety. [Toronto:
Pp. 0. $1.90.

bie t disagree with some of the judgments in Professor Kinghorn's Introduction
ecton from Barbour's Bruce. Is the narrative really “unornamented” when it in-
many classical parallels s does the original, even though only one of them ap-
Professor B s deion? e of Dongly i prieraic ol Dl
er”, an episode which Profcssor Kinghorn wiscly includcs “a romantically
i Sum< atber aspecis of Barbour's style might have been mente
habit of using the same word with different overtones in neighbouring lines,
ple is not explained nor is his obvious colloquial power remarked upon, though
illustrated in the extracts given. Thus
For wir yon devils hund
1 oo mch o the Iy, ptay - .- (VII, 2324)
ke, when pursued by the sleuth-hound. Professor Kinghorn's discussion of the
£ of the pocm is very bricf indeed; his wreatment of s, s, sh and sch could have

regret that in the review of Volume I they incorrectly named the Canadian
The Macmillan Company of Canada instead of the University of Toronto
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been expanded. No reference is made to the use of 3 in the MS; for this, the editor has
substtuted an italicised y throughout, an excellent device in the circumstancs. The intro-
uction does not mention the MSS, or the possible connections of The Bruce with other
literary work. There is no bibliography.

The sclection of the material is excellent. The major part of the book is devoted

1o Barbour's account of the battle of Bannockburn; there is rightly no mention of the siege
 of Berwick, as this part of the poem is readily accessible elscwhere. Each extract is given
Atitle, although these titles are not always helpful; the title before 1445 refers to a compari-
o0 with the Maccabees, and the comparison itslf is not included. The carly part of the
bock would be greatly improved by short summarising connections between the extracts.
“The text is well handled, with the substitution, as noted, of y for 3; but it is some-

.« Ttis judiciously provided with footnotes, but the editor scems to have
xa in some doubt about what should be annotated and what should be relegated to the
Blosy. In hye (1183) is explaincd in the footoose to tha line, but gave ma gyrh
) i placed in the Glossary; ne war (IL424, “had it not been that
pl The use of gan as a past auxilias
un-.a in the Glossary, but the similar use of can is unremarked. A footnote or
pam might have made VIILI61 sq a little plainer, and another would have clarified
he elations becween the Earl of Hereford and Sir Waler cnbmm in XIILA0I sg.
 footnotes explaining the dramatis personae might have been ra consistent;
de Bohun is explained, but nothing is said of Nele the Bmm (11513) etc.
1t is the Glossary, however, which inspires least confidence. Some words are
in one form only (e.g. lave, 11.368), though they occur also in ocher forms (eg.
, VI1.24)—this, too, despite the fact that the first three entries in the Glossary are
‘abayiing, abaysit. Some of the meanings given sound sirange to modern ears, a3
iy (X111.229, “swains”) for some of Bruce's soldiers. Some words are glossed in one
meaning only (e.g. spedfull, TT1574, “necessary”), although Barbour uses them in
(&, spedfull, XIL194, “advantageous”). Hycht is glossed as “named, called”, al-

by Professor
. Although the text
licate a MS 3, the Glos-
j. Finally many words whose meanings would
ot be insantly apparent o the unpractised reader are not glossed at all (e,
hlu. “handsome”; der, 111383, “endure”; yhone, V.593, “those”, blenknyt,
howis, X1153, “holes”; eschewit, XILS10, “achieved”; vayndist,
. Tt is a lile difficult to envisage the audience Professor Kinghorn

o his book.
are misprints in 1113 (Roman y for ilic y in ye), 11568 (har for thai),
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XULIGO (wondis for woundis), Glosary p. 86 (italic y in lenye, although the text 1387
gives a Roman y), and Glossary, p. 81 (XXI for XII).

Universicy of New Brunswick A Musnay Knxtoen

Canadian Books

in the Making. By Gosvox Murasy. Toromto; The Ryerson Press, 1960.
Pp. 231 $550.

book might be called  professional autobiography for the lay reader. Gordon
ding Canadian surgeon, of widely diversified sur
al thinker in Canadian surgery today. He writes about his

Gordon Murray was born in Ontario and educated at Stratford Collegiate Institute
the University of Toronto. He did post graduate study in England and the United
and was appointed to the staff of the Toronto General Hospital in 1928, He was
and later associate professor in the Medical School at the University of Toronto.
he relinquished his post as consulting surgeon 1o the hospital. He was also
of tesearch in the Gardner Research Institute in Toronto. He is 3 Fellow and a
professor of the Royal College of Surgeons of England and a member of many
onal societies.

a Murray has done most of his surgieal research in Toronto. His experi-
work has covered many fields, from bone and intestinal, to heart and vascular
in each he has made his contribution. His autobiography tells of the work,
0 of the man, but inevitably, the man's character shows through. The syle is
ect. Experiments and surgery arc explained clearly without obvious signs of

ag down” 1o his reader.
tay reader, who lacks the intimate background of surgical development through
quarter century, may have difficulty in placing Dr. Murray's role in perspective,

d not lessen his interest in the contribution Dr. Murray has made.

i Universty Awrmon L. Mureny

———

i —
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er and Realm. . By Trsnssa E. & Dox W. Trowsox. Pp. 14, The cmxe So Longe

i Lerne. By Auvwen Posoy. Pp. 23, Moon Lake and Other Poems. By R. E. Rasuiey.

10. Pocms, By Fuonace Wris. Pp. 16. The Variity Chapbook, Edited by J. R.
oso. Pp. 22, The MeGill mpam Edited by Lusur L. Kave. Pp. 20. Descent
Eden. By Fazp Cocswrss. Pp. 38.

Toronto: Ryerson Press, 1959. §1.00 cach.

c ate all collections of short poems, and as short poems tend to lose their identity in
nass, it is fair to say that a few of them are much stronger than their companions:
i ii” in the McGill Chapbook, R. E. Rashley's e poem,
’ in the Varsity Chapbook. 'The others lack identity.
are fragments of expericnce transposed into fragments of verse, their undoing often
o that very cmphasis that was required to make them into @ pocm at all. To empha-
wival i immediately sentimental. Similarly, although one docs not look for the
of a ninctcenth-century lyric, a short poem, to survive, needs some
of form, and these poems are ncither clegant nor tough. - Again, (0 write a poem.
i free line is to assume the form and to assume the rhythm that is being avoided or
10 that, musically, a very precisc fecling for the quality of the hqgulgc i 5

el These pocms, however, are cither cacophonous (“The Crafic So Longe to Lerne
e i the old-fashioned style of simple rhythm and metre (*Descent into Ed:n")

however, a salutary aspiration in Mr. Purdy's tile.

2 bus one may be so shocked by a man's physical appearance, the face of a para-
e, that onc canno sce the man squarey for the one horror, Mr, Purdy's
ea.m.u—uu irrelevant “no men or pause”, as well as his pundike phrases
o “whorc.weary Ulysses”. What is perhaps meant o be
(lm ook is dedicated to Irving Layton) turns out to be artistically gross.
s 10 his own verse as “cocval sewers of speech”, has a subtlety that extends w
ether 1 eser loved you”, and appears w sum up his view of things with lines

e Ko buning (oot i it M)
e e

is & staceato travelogue with poems about canoeing. R. E. Rashley'’s
igh, but more scnsitve, except that he sometimes

eriptions of nature, not at all helped by a very well-intentioned but none the
“Foreword” by someone clsc. It does not help lines like these

The miracle of coming Spring
heart

breaks on
As sight in the eyes of man
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o discuss them with phrases like “humility of the great artis”, o “emotional and philoso
phic reaction”, or “the discipline of verse”.

Of the two university chapbooks, the one from MeGill is by far the better. Al-
though the poems being discussed are neither imaginative nor verbally interesting, the
poems in the McGill Chapbook are less threadbare, more substantial (relatively speaking),
% ambitious, and more skilful. So although there are the inevitable chromedike

wres and some copulative undergraduate poems, there is on the whole a greater
g perhapx  greater delight in language,as in Mike Gnarowski's Wallace
Daryl Hine's poem “Trompe L'Ocil” is spoiled only by a trifl of pedantry
hphy on “accident” and “substance”, for example) and by its being a trifle too pat.
Toronto poets, howeser, take cover behind or beneath the first pocm in the chapbook,
“The Man Hunter”. Whereas the other poems are flat and literal, and thercfore
this is strongly, perhaps extravagantly, imaginative, energetic, virile, indecent, and
olled. It is the only poem that is going to be stronger than any description of it, and
s sentimental in the last five lincs it is not in any way sentimental in the romantic
oy o the natu pocrms.‘The other Toronto poems do not measure up to this beginning.
Mz. Cogswell's book, Descent from Eden, can be considered separately, since
2 larger format and is in every way more ambitious. Mr. Cogswell, although admi
D ourgoing nature, asserts that “these poems are by no means so simple in form and
at as they appear 10 be”. They are poems, avowedly, of the small town where live
B et e e gy b s gl it ket &
hnu which Lefty leaves h«amc e is the “son of a whore™ who

5 a chicken; and which is “safe—they said—/Against the rocs and unicorns out-

€', In his poem “The Top of Keirstead Mountain”, he says

—atop of the moment marning
That gives all it has and asks me for noching
What mcaning has meaniog where focling is all7

in the end be possible to prefer the rocs and the unicorns.
A rampage of mythical unicorns, of uncerin motivation, might give more vitality
more charm to the shorter poems. Then one would be ready for a real unicorn
m that is not a fragment.

ity of Manitoba Micaar. Covuin

of Education. By Eowin C. Guieer. Toronto: University of Toronto Press,
Pp. $700,

& its sub-title indicates, is a Centennial History of the Ontario Educational
jon. I is obviously a labour of love on the part of its author, who is historian of
n. But it is unforunate that his familiarity with it has prevented him from
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teling us something of its aims, purposcs, and constitution. One would like 1 know who
s cligible for membership in the Association and what its relationship is o other bodics
such as the Ontario Teachers' Union and the Ontario Secondary School Teachers® Federa-

ton.To obuain this one would gladly dispense with the short “Intzoduction’” in which

ade "0 outline the theories of the educational philosophers who were most

. Noone should try to do this in half a dozen pages. The

atempt leads inevitably to such misleading and wholly inadequate statements as “the edu-

ational philosophy of John Dewey was but a practical application of the theories of
Postalozzi, Frocbel, and Madame Montessori”.

“The bulk of the book is 2 summary of the proceedings of the Asiociation from year

te into a recital “that A gave an address on B, acknowledging

hile the final speech was given by X who summarised developments in Y

spcil reerence to 7", But the contents as a whole are o the highest interst as a

of the typical problems in education in Ontario from 1860 to 1960, of the opinions

esed regarding them, and of the advances and changes made in cducational thought

practce. It is natural for an educator to find the carlier record more interesting, for
ce makes him familiar with contemporary problems.

‘Whether Maritimers like it or not, Ontario undoubtedly was, and probably scll is,

ion in 1876, the year in which he retired from the post of Chief
ducation in Ontario after thirty-two years of continuous service. A
m! commentary on Ryerson's achievements and on the controvrses and

. mm;,.g change in attitude towards
and the relationship between the sexes generally, and many other topics of

e illustrations provide a further uscful commentary (but where, oh where, was
pattern invented which serves as a background for so many groups of por-
cators in beards and whiskers; educators in bowler hats and wing collars,

and dangling watch chains; women teachers and girls in the voluminous
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 kir, the mutton leg sleeves, the lace collars, the enormous picture hats of last century;
children in bare feet and pinafores; schools of all sizes and shapes from squared log con-
ruction to Victorian .mphmd

Allin all, there is much to remind us whence we have come and not a few pointers
o indicate where, educationally speaking, we ought 1o go.

ousie University A, S Mowar
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