
SusAN MAuRER 

To Paul C laudel Before I Found Our 
He Was an Anri-Semire and Turned in the 
Plane Ticket 

Cbudd, Cbudd, P:.ul, l'~l. 
C<'Utphr.ucspourl'...,·entails. 
You h~~curN meofthcsoe~ 
butf.tnnc:dfromacindertoa!Qrridblau 
myloveforyou. 

l"ms:.ying 
thisbookisS 
Obcauti 
ful,l'm:Unidit 
mighrflyaw:~y. 

And you, l':lul,llo...,youfuryourpoctry. 
Burlhol"'yourtcttharn~'rbad. 

l'minlovewithadcadiJUJt. 
l><lj)F><»eitWll5itteoil<lbk. 
Oifficuhbutnotinsurmount>ble. 
notlikcmyl:tstrcl:ttion•hip. 
Thiltimewillbc:diffi:rem. 
lthinkfromyourphrasesyouwouldha,,lovcdme. 
Cuholicism il an impnlimcnt and did you like womct1? 

l'mgoodarlogimca. 
l'lldudethcgn,_..,k<q>cr.,.n.d.ow. 
HoP" it won't uko long. 



Hope U,., mound is nm.lnrnffi wnh w..c In-. 
La_,inNovcmkrislikcthouattim.,.. 

l"llli~ upon your S'"">'<'unnl )'\lUrfing<"rs ...,ac\, m~. 

Consid~r m~ the loam around your roou.. 

l"ll show you the man in roll~rbl~des and purple at Onn and Dduca. 
d.e nun who alw;~ys coma alone 
wnrin~ • drnsy lnWr lxh on s~!Urd~ys. 
H~h.udicdhishair.butnothl5mous~hc. 

H~ lu..o allt"" manntti1ms of the dw-ismatic, bm no dwisma. 
H~acu hk~ • wru~r bm I know h~rnch.,. school. 
T"""" men"'"" no< !Or nw. 
Theydono<~.ttm~. 

nor if they so.w my words would undo:rs~and. 

We'll ha>'<' cofl'"tt and little brnds with chocolue 
liloeFtlln«<Oyouwon"rbchomc:sid< 
Plul.youwnuldunderstandthis. 

{Birtertearswillnntw;~kchimup. 

lt"scvucationsnfrhcquotidian,thcdroll 
which nukc w Wllnt to li~~J 

Aman"slovcisumkrst:mding. 
And)'\luha..-w:.lkcdmspringsofundcrs~anding. 

And walked wi1h me in words thnsr Wt <ad P"P 

Afterallr'vednotc 
youdon'<obj~tn 

livinginAmcrica.doyou? 
MyF...,nchi•notbad. 
'll:'eGinltllVd. 
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