
Ell.t<.; MUJEH 

Sleep Sink 

As thouKh waking "'CW air and ~IL"{'p water 
!'he girl p:a~ from on" 10 the 010Cr in the ann< of her modwr. 
As h.,r m<Jiher lower< her Into th., crib JnJ, •h~· ~inking 
The girl gleam.' and ~hmcs a~ through nightfall air, nightf:~IJ w:ttcr. 
I bend my kn.,~'$ and kneel to lap<e "'''h ht'r 
Croudting now at the level where nt:•ttrc-,., whiten:s 
AgaiiiSI crib's darkly gle:nning h"rs- ~he extcn<b a h~nd 
lktwccn the h:u:s, 11)0i51Cned from her mouth tWO fin!!"" 
And she slaps me lightly for :1 confirm:!! ion. >he ~mile~. ~he retm~t ". 

She curls up and she smik-s "11h hi"' curk-<.l amund two fing~·r~, 
Index, mk.k.lk. ~he l1:1s Su<·kcd hcr..:lf into her.<clf 
Like a mooo plunged eo the b(IUOfn o( a r~J..e 

Mydtughtcrh.t,sunk hko:an :•nthor. I dl\c ~ftt:r. 
Sho:'s the anchor I [oq "1th my fatho:-r when. sky dukcning. 
We s.cubJ lo,t on a lah· rin l!ed by stone. ni!lhl ao;cending 
Uke J ~"inuno:r drippmg oblinon from hi.>. ~hottkk·" 
And coolness rose. and fear. ;tnd Jwar.,ncs' ol" hO\\ 
All r<Xk is rt."~lly h:u·d po!Cnti.ll of pain \\'c l>t."ernl down 
We s.~" the Jnchur d'-"'<·ending ..Jowl)·. ~" cJimly 
As" ])rood, m~Ch<.·d leaf or~ hand 
llut pUys Jt mimi< king fall of a leaf-
Into the d~rk and cbrkcrt ilting, uniting 
Wuhdissnh,nionofdqxh. '1\<'dovcaftcrit.colder, 
The light going brown in the warcr. rhe wawr dens.:r. 
A shudder de\'dopmg from "ithin u' 
As "cd~,._-,ot-,·.._'(1 in dL"-•ip:nin~ h..-at. dissip:uing hopc 



l'ofToy • H9 

rr w-:as k~. I! aolehored iL'II':'If in rrn, lx-.:1, rtw bo.:drock of ni~ht 
And look. father dc~d. I found it here. grippin!', ~nchonxl, 
Keeping all the dreams down that she will foi}(Ct. my daughter 
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