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Papa's Dance 

l'n: no:\ er seen him look so sm.dl 
orsoh:1ppy. hisfacC'aconccmratC'<I 

smile, hi~ f<-"ct, those' wr<-1chcd limbs 
aflurryof'>~cpsand)umps.purcjoy 

at his dau~hter's weddin~ feast 
and if, as ~he said, he was slowing down 

1 didn~sce itthcn:.cxo.::ptpc:rlups 
in thcphy~icalSlaHuc,thcdimimttion 

of ~i1.c, no longer 1n my eyes the tn;~n 
who ntO\cd piaf)()l; 'mgl<--h.~nd•:tl 

and no" th3tthcparty'sover1 
SI ill lwn: this vision of him dam inl! 

d:mcing nght out of his body 
a_o,ifitwen:thcmC)I;Tn.1turJithinR 

inthC\\.Orld,tol,.,nspirit-d:mccr 
jigging_ cooo:ding I>Oefly to grJ\ tl} 

andthcnnotat al!,kickingfrcc 
of pain ~nd the flc~h. anm out 

hc:idback,fectall:t·fluncr.th:uwom 
body SlcppinR back oh so lightly Into grace 
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