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Touched with this madness, one would pause to teach
Pronouncing parables to passing throng—

Another stand in silence on a beach,

A third disturb that silence with his song;

Touched with this madness one could drain the cup
The city fathers proffered him at dusk—

Another cry, “If I be lifted up,

T'll draw all men”—a third turns from the husk.

Touched with this madness, this one lifts no oar
And this one lets the spade hang idly while

A gypsy multitude beats at the temple door

Or uses what is made to pass for style—

Touched with this madness, this one marks the flow
Of tides and this one charts the ebb—

With time most lighthouse keepers get to know
How weak the sea, how strong the spider’s web.



