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The Ecology Action Centre, founded in 1971 as a small Halifax-based 
group, has gradually spread its roots throughout the province. Today, with 
our membership drawn from all segments of Nova Scotia's population, the 
Centre constitutes a dynamic and well-recognized body, concerned with 
many local and provincial environmental issues. What follows are some 
highlights of the Centre's work in 1976177: 

Electric Rates 
High electricity rates became a crisis for many Nova Scotians this year. Ecology Action Centre's energy 
team focussed on the total energy picture when the Centre became a major participant in the Public Utility 
Board hearing on electricity rate increases. After detailed research, our proposal for a pricing structure 
based on actual production costs was presented at the hearing and several of the Centre's recommenda
tions were adopted in the Board's final decision. Our contribution to this important hearing was praised 
for its constructive and comprehensive approach to a difficult energy problem. 

Car Pooling 
Over 7,000 cars are driven in and out of downtown Halifax every 
working day, creating energy waste, pollution, unnecessary costs. 
Ecology Action Centre's Car Pool Project helped employers provide 
a car pool matching service to some 10,000 people in downtown 
Halifax. Our successful five-month demonstration project has been 
incorporated into the area-wide car pool service of the City of 
Halifax. 

Spruce Budworm Control 
A major environmental victory has been the Nova Scotia Cabinet's decision, for the past two years, not to 
use a chemical spray to control the spruce budworm infestation in Cape Breton. The Cabinet decision was 
in part a consequence of the work of the Centre and reflects the value of responsible citizen input. 
Through comprehensive research the Centre contributed a wealth of information to the public debate and 
played a key role in focusing the issue through pre~s, radio, television and public meetings. 
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"Waste is a resource out oj place. " 
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