ITIL.—NotTes oN Nova ScoriaN ZooLogY: No. 8.—By HaRry
P1ERs, Assoc. Member A. O. U., Halifax, N. S.

(Read May 14th, 1894.)

Two series of these notes have already appeared in the Trans-
actions of the Institute of Science. The present contribution,
owing to the scarcity of unusual occurrences relating to other
divisions of our zoology, is almost entirely confined to records of
new or rare birds recently observed in the province. More than
ten species are thus noted which were not mentioned in the late
Mr. Andrew Downs’s catalogue*, a few of which are also new to
the ornithological fauna of the Dominion of Canada. Of course,
most of these are stragglers from their regular habitats.

I have not been able to chronicle any item of great importance
regarding the mammals of the province. As a consequence of
their non-migratory habits, they are in one way less likely to
present novel incidents for record than a class, such as the birds,
which is composed of animals able to go at will from one region
or country to another. On the other hand, the study of the
habits of the former will still repay any labour devoted to it, for
owing to their being thus confined as individuals to a limited
range, they are more liable to the development of local charac-
teristics than most of the latter animals, which are wanderers of
cosmopolitan tendencies

During the summer of 1892, I was at King’s College, Windsor,
Hants County, and thus had an opportunity of studying the
natural history of that district, and the relative abundance of
various species in the eastern and western parts of the province.
One or two observations upon the subject have been inserted in
the present paper. The faunal differences, however, did not
appear to be as great as those relating to the flora of the two
districts.

*  Catalogue of the Birds of Nova Scotia.” Trans, N, S. Inst, of Nat. Sc., vol, VII, pp. 142-178,
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I wish to thank Messrs. Purcell and Egan, taxidermists of
Halifax, for information regarding birds they have mounted,
and for the liberty they have given me of inspecting their
collections. To others, also, especially Mr. James McKinlay, of
Pictou, N. S, I am much indebted for particulars relative to

rare specimens.
MAMMALS.

BLacK RAT (Mus rattus). One of these animals was killed
by a cat in Mr. S. Dawson’s country house, Pictou, in October,
1887. Tt is now preserved in the museum of the Academy. The
species is very rare in Nova Scotia, and Dr. J. Bernard Gilpin,
at the time he prepared his papers on the mammalia of the pro-
vince*, knew of only four instances of its occurrence. ~One
specimen was mounted by Mr. A. Downs, two others were pro-
cured by himself, and the fourth was given to him by Mr. J. R.
Willis. It has also been observed on the Pacific sea-board, but
nowhere has it penetrated far into the interior.

Birps.

HoLB®LL'S GREBE (Colymbus holbelii) A male was shot
near Halifax, on 9th April, 1891. Another in full breeding-
plumage was killed on 25th April, 1894, Both were mounted
by Mr. Thomas J. Egan, of Halifax. In the spring, about five
years ago, the same gentleman obtained a specimen of the im-
mature bird—the only one he has ever noted. At this age, the
species for many years was erroneously described by naturalists
as the “Crested Grebe,” owing to its resemblance to the British.
bird of that name.

HoRNED GREBE (Colymbus auritus). Mr. Downs only knew
of one instance of this bird having been taken in Nova Scotia,
It may be as well to record that the specimen which he referred
to, was one which had been set-up many years ago by Mr. Egan.
Since then, the latter taxidermist purchased two, male and
female, in full spring plumage, which were shot together at
Lawrencetown, Halifax County, on 17th or 18th April, 1894.
They were brought to Halifax on 21st April. Another, a male,

* Trans. N. 8. Inst. Nat. Sc., vol. IL., pt. iv., p. 12.



NOVA SCOTIAN ZOOLOGY—PIERS. 397

was %;illgd at the same place on 20th April, 1894. It is a rare
bird in Nova SCOtlEL,- although, strange to say, Mr. Chamberlain
(Catalogue of Canadian Birds) speaks of it as common through-
out the Dominion, and breeding from about latitude 45 degrees
northward.

Ivory GULL (Gavia alba) Mr. Egan has two specimens of
this gull. The first was taken on 15th October, 1889, in the
island of Cape Breton. The second, a male, was obtained at
Chezzetcook, to the north-east of Halifax, on 26th October, 1892,
This is an Arctic species which in winter comes south as far as
Labrador and Newfoundland. Its occurrence in Nova Scotia,
therefore, is probably merely accidental. Chamberlain (Cuta-
logue of Canadian Birds) says that a few examples have
straggled to the Bay of Fundy and to Lake Ontario. The
species is noted as “rare” in the late Mr. Downs’s Catalogue.
Mr. J. M. Jones in his paper “On the Laridwe of the Nova
Scotian Coast,”* says that only one specimen, as far as he was
aware, had been observed on our coast. It had been seen by
Capt. Wedderburn, 42nd Royal Highlanders, in Halifax Harbour
some years before the time of writing.

RiNG-BILLED GULL (Larus delawarensis). In the Ornitho-
logist and Oologist for August, 1890, page 122, Mr. F. A. Bates
in his “ Wanderings, No. 8,” says, that while at Three-fathom
Harbour, Halifax County, with Mr. Egan, a shot fired at a gull
brought it wounded to the flats, where its cries attracted a large
flock, two of which were killed.+ These two, he states, “subse-
quently proved to be probably Ring-bills (A. O. U. No. 54) in
young plumage” “I am informed by friends in Halifax,” he
goes on to say, “ that this is a somewhat unusual occurrence,
and Mr. Downs, the veteran ornithologist of Nova Scotia, never
saw it, and does not mention it in his list. This seems rather
strange, as the bird is common on all sides of the Province. Mr.
Harry Austen, of Halifax, who possesses one of the birds, writes
me that the nearest point at which he knows of the bird is on
the Canadian Lakes, and until further noted we must only

* Traus. N, S, Inst, Nat, Sc., vol. II, pt. iv, 1870,
1 This was during the latter part of September, 1880.
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accept it as a probable addition to the list of the birds of Nova
Scotia.” Although Mr Downs had not personally observed the
bird, and therefcre did not include it in his catalogue, yet Mr.
J. M. Jones mentioned it in his paper “ On the Laride of Nova
Scotia,” before quoted, appending thereto the following equivocal
note: “ Although known on our coast, of the habits or distri-
bution of this species we possess but meagre information. I am
inclined to think that this is the species which I have observed
keeping company with the steamer the whole way across the
Atlantic.” Mr. Ridgway in his Manual of North American
Birds (p. 32) says that the species is found over the whole of
North America, breeding far northward, and migrating south,
in winter, to Cuba and Mexico. I think that there is no doubt
that it occurs on the coast of Nova Scotia, but fqr some reason
it has escaped the guns of our naturalists Mr. Egan thinks
that Mr. Bates’s specimen was correctly identified.

LaveHING GULL (Larus atricilla). Three specimens, all of
which came from Devil’s Island, at the entrance of Halifax
Harbour, are in Mr. Egan’s collection. Two of these were killed
on 10th September, 1888. The third, a female, was obtained on
15th June, 1892, There is also a fourth specimen in the
McCulloch collection, belonging to Dalhousie College, Halifax.
This species was not included in the “Catalogue of the Birds of
Nova Scotia.” Its occurrence, however, was to be expected in the
province, for Mr. Chamberlain had mentioned it as having
occasionally been found in the Bay of Fundy.

CaspIAN TERN (Sterna tschegrava). In May, about eight
years ago, Mr. F. Bell, of Dartmouth, obtained a specimen of this
very rare bird, which had been killed at Cole Harbour, Halifax
County. It now belongs to Mr. Egan, who also has another
which was shot last year (1893). The late Mr. Downs, I under-
stand, got one from Cole Harbour shortly after Mr. Bell’s speci-
men was taken. The same man killed both.

Brack TERN (Hydrochelidon nigra surinamensis). Mr. Egan
informs me that he has two specimens, in immature plumage,
which were killed at Devil's Island, Halifax Harbour, on 10th
September, 1888. It is the only record for the province.
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BrowN PELICAN (Pelecanus fuscus) On 3lst May, 1885, a
Brown Pelican was seen to alight on a salt-water marsh at Ri\;er
John, Pictou, N. S., where it was approached without much diffi-
culty and killed. Upon examination the body was found to be
emaciated and the pouch entirely empty. The skin was mounted,
and is now in the museum of Pictou Academy. It is in full
nuptual plumage, and has a greenish black pouch. The latter
was at first slightly shaded with green and blue, but it soon
afterwards turned to its present colour. Mr. James McKinlay
writes me that on 1st June, 1893, an adult male of the same
species was shot on Pictou Island by Mr. J. Hogg, the lighthouse
keeper. It was slightly larger than the first specimen, from
which it did not differ materially either in form or colour.
From tip of bill to end of tail, it measured 4 feet 7 inches;
bill, 12} inches; tarsus, 31 inches. No food whatever was
found in the stomach, and its flesh was in poor condition.
It probably will be also placed in the Academy museum.
On 19th August, 1880, my brothers, while on the shore
of Bedford Basin, saw a bird which was probably a Pelican.
They described its general colour as grayish, and it had a pouch
beneath the bill.  When observed, it was flying from the north-
east to the south-west. The species must only be regarded as an
accidental visitor. It is not mentioned at all in Mr. Chamber-
lain’s Cutalogue of Canadian Birds, the most recent general
work upon the subject. Its habitat is the coasts and islands of
the Gulf of Mexico and Caribbean Sea, including the West
Indies; north, regularly, to North Carolina, accidentally (blown
by storm ?) to Illinois (Ridgway). I may as well mention that
Mr. Chamberlain, speaking of another species, the American
White Pelican (P. erythrorhynchos), says that “ one specimen has
been taken in Nova Scotia and two in New Brunswick.” Iknow
nothing of the Nova Scotian specimen referred to.

REDHEAD (Aythya americana). This is a rare migrant in
Nova Scotia, but it is common from Montreal to Western Mani-
toba, and Mr. McIlwraith (Birds of Ontario) reports it as one of
the most abundant species which visit Lake Ontario. Mr. Harry
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Austen, of Dartmouth, obtained a Nova Scotian specimen about,
the beginning of February, 1894.

Kine EIDER (Somateria spectabilis). On 4th April, 1894, a
King Eider was brought to Halifax, which had been shot at
Sambro, Halifax County, about 21st March. Another was
brought from Lawrencetown, to the north-east of Halifax, on
Tth April, 1894. It was quite fresh and had evidently been
killed two or three days before. Both were mounted by Mr.
Egan. Mr. F. Bell also has a specimen.

GREATER SNOW GOOSE (Chen hyperborea nivalis). According
to Mr. James McKinlay, this species is seen at intervals in Pictou
County early in the season, either in small numbers or else
singly in company with the Canada Goose. An instance oc-
curred in April, 1894, at Caribou Harbour, at which place geese
are wont to congregate in large flocks during the vernal and
autumnal migrations. It did not fly with the Canada Geese;
and when it attempted to join them, it was driven back. Mr.
McKinlay tells me that half a century ago the species was less
uncommon in the county just mentioned, and on two occasions a
small flock of five or six was observed. It was impossible, how-
ever, to approach within shooting distance of the birds, owing to
their extreme wariness. They were rarely seen to alight, and
only then on some long, bare sand beech or exposed salt-water
marsh. Their colour apparently was pure white. Unfortunately
none have yet been shot. Mr. Downs recorded several specimens
in his catalogue, and there is also one, I understand, in the Me-
Culloch eollection, Dalhousie Col]ege Museum.

BrANT (Brantu hernicla). A curious freak of nature is
seen in a female Brant which Mry. Egan purchased on 9th
April, 1894. It came from Ambherst, N. S. In ordinary indi-
viduals the head, neck, body anteriorly, quills, and tail are black,
and the back brownish-gray. The neck of the present one is
not of the normal colour, but white; the head, bill, sides of breast,
back. wings, tail, and legs, only being blackish. The dark colour
of the head extends posteriorly as far as the occiput, whereas
anteriorly it extends to the lowest part of the throat, or perhaps
somewhat beycad.  The eyes were of the ordinary colour. Mr.
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McKinlay has since written to me that in April, 1894, a “ white
Brant” had been seen with a number of others of the normal
colour. He had not heard of the specimen just noted.

Grossy Isis (Plegadis autumnalis). Mr. J. McKinlay reports
that early in May, about twenty-seven years ago, while the
weather still was cold, a farmer who lived near the head waters
of the East River of Pictou, noticed two odd-looking birds on
the margin of a grassy lake. With some difficulty he managed
to get within gun-range, and fired, killing one and putting its
companion to flight. They proved to belong to the above
species, and had evidently wandered far from their southern
habitat. Mr. Downs had one specimen of this bird, taken in our
province, and Mr. Thomas Brewer informed him that a flock
passed through the New England States about the same time.
This is the flock referred to in the * Catalogue of the Birds of
Nova Scotia.” In 1878, Mr. Frank L. Tileston saw several birds

«undoubtedly of this species” in Prince Edward Island,* and
Mr Francis Bain speaks of it as an “occasional visitant” in that

province.t The latter expression, however, does not sufficient-
ly indicate its rareness. for it is merely an accidental straggler
in the Dominion of Canada.

CrLapPER RAIL ( Rallus longirostris crepitamns). On 12th May,
1892, one of these birds was hrought to Mr. W. A. Purecell, taxi-
dermist of Halifax. It had been killed at Lawrencetown,
Halifax County, probaby a day or two before. In October,
1893, Mr. Egan also obtained a specimen which came from the
same locality. These are the only ones they have ever noted in
the province. The species is not included in Mr. Chamberlain’s
catalogue, nor can I find any other record of its occurrence in
the Dominion. It is a regular visitor as far north as Long
Island, and has been observed occasionally in Massachusetts.
But one example, apparently, has been reported north of Boston;
it was taken near Portland, Maine.}

* Chamberlain, Catalogue of Canadian Birds, p. 31.

+ Birds of Prirce Edward Tsland, 1891, p. 69. i
+ Chamberlain’s Ornithology of U. 8. and Canada, based on Nuttall's Manual,

1891, p. 187.
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RED PHALAROPE (Crymophilus fulicarus.) About May, 1893,
Mr. Egan received nearly twenty specimens, all brought to him
at the same time. I have only seen one in Mr. Downs’s collec-
tion. The species is said to be common on Sable Island.

NORTHERN PHALAROPE (Phalaropus lobatus). Mr. Egan also
had about a dozen of this species brought to him at the
same time at which he received the Red Phalaropes mentioned in
the preceding note. He does not consider the northern species
as rare as did Mr. Downs, who mentioned it as “occasional,
spring and fall”

RUFF (Pavoncella pugnax)?. On the 27th May, 1892, a
male bird, probably in immature plumage, was shot at Cole
Harbour, Halifax County. Mr. Egan, who mounted the speci-
men, was unable to determine the species to which it belonged,
and therefore sent it to Mr. George A. Boardman, with a request
that it should, if possible, be identified. Mr. Boardman, after
examining it, forwarded it to the Smithsonian Institution at
Washington. The latter merely replied that it was a young
male Ruff. Since then, Mr. Egan, who was unsatisfied with this
identification, took thé bird to the United States, where it was
carefully examined by Mr. William Brewster, Mr. F. B.
Webster, and a number of other naturalists, all of whom agreed
that the specimen differed in some points from the European
Ruft. This had also been Mr. Boardman’s opinion, but he subse-
quently waived it to a slight extent, under the impression that
the Smithsonian Institution must be correct in its determination.
Many series of skins of the Ruff were examined, but no speci-
men agreed altogether with the example from Nova Scotia. I
think the bird may prove to be a hybrid. When killed,
its legs were black. The “ruff” is wanting. The following
measurements were made by me from the mounted bird : length
of wing, 6.60 ins.; middle tail-feather, 2.30 ; gape, 1.42; depth of
bill at base .25 ; tarsus, 1.70; middle toe, with claw, 1.37. Con-
sidering the uncertainty connected with the identification of the
specimen, its name is inserted here with query. If it proves
to be a Ruff; it is of course a straggler from the Eastern Hemis-
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: g-)here. One or two have been killed on the Bay of Fundy, but
it has wore frequently been taken on the New England coast.
CaNaDA GROUSE (Dendragapus canadensis) and CANADIAN
RuUFFED GROUSE ( Bonassa wmbellus togata). A hybrid between
-the “Spruce” and “ Birch Partridges,” shot about three or four
_years ago, is said to be in the collection of Mr. 8. Dawson of
Pictou. Mr. McKinlay says he has only observed one other such
.specimen from that neighbourhood. I have seen one in Mr.
Downs’s possession  He bought it at a butcher’s shop in Halifax.
MOURNING DOVE (Zenaidura macroure). This species is not
quite so scarce as formerly, and a few are usually shot each
autumn. Mr. McKinlay considers it more rare about Pictou,
and has noted only two spceimens which were obtained near
that place about nine years ago. One was shot in a garden
where it was picking up such food as the spot afforded, and the
other was killed a few miles from the town of Pictou, about the
.end of October, while associating with the barn-yard fowls—
pressing want having rendered it fearless. A specimen was shot
.at the Eastern Passage, near Halifax, on 28th October, 1891,
-and was set-up by Mr. Purcell. On the 8th October, 1892, my
brothers, Messrs. Charles and Sidney Piers, observed a bird on
‘the St. Margaret’s Bay Road, near the Chain of Lakes, which
without doubt was either this species or else a Passenger Pigeon.
Gray GvmraLcoN (Faleo rusticolus). An individual was
killed at Porter's Lake, Halifax County, on 15th October, 1887.
It was mounted by Mr. Egan, who says it is the only one
he has ever seen. Mr. George A. Boardman, I understand, has
two from the Bay of Fundy. The species is not in Mr. Downs's
1ist. The four forms of the Gyrfalcon—the White, Gray, Black,
and F. rusticolus gyrfalco—were separated by the American
Ornithologists’ Union. Very recent researches seem to show
$hat this classification will ultimately have to be abandoned,
and but one species recognized, with two or three geographical
races.
Duck Hawk (Falco peregrinus anatum). About the miqdle
of September, 1892, two of these powerful and beautiful birds
were shot on McNab’s Island, Halifax Harbour, one being killed
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a day or two before the other. The plumage of the first was
somewhat darker than that of the second, and the head seemed
to be slightly broader. The general colour markings, however,.
were the same in each. One was doubtless a young bird, which
is more deeply ochraceous than an adult. Both specimens were-
prepared by Mr. Purcell for two soldiers who were then in the
garrison. The species—which is merely a geographical race of
the Peregrine Falcon of Europe and parts of Asia—is very rare:
in Nova Scotia. Mr. Downs had obtained one specimen from
the Halifax market. I know of no others which have been
taken.

SAW-WHET OWL (Nyctale acadie). The abundance of this.
species in February, 1892, has been recorded in a former contri-
bution. During the winter of 1893-4, however, it was again
uncommon ; Mr. Purcell only having had four specimens. Three
of these were taken since 11th January, 1894. One was found
dead on Coburg Road, Halifax.

SCREECH OWL ( Megascops usio). This is a new bird to our
fauna, no instance of its capture having previously been recorded.
About the last week of September, 1892, Mr. Purcell stuffed a
specimen which had been killed by “Josh” Umlah, who lives on
the Prospect Road, near Indian Lake, to the south-west of Hali-
fax. It presented the red phase of plumage. The mounted bird
now belongs to Mr, George Beamish of this city.

AMERICAN HAWK OWL (Surnia wluln caparoch). On 13th
December, 1893, one of these very rare Nova Scotian owls was.
brought to Mr. Purcell. It came from Annapolis, and was quite
fresh—probably having been killed a few days previously. Mr.
Downs got one early in 1889. Mr, Austen has two.

PILEATED WOODPECKER ( Ceophlaus pileatus). This handsome
bird, the Great Northern Chief as it 1s sometimes called, will pro-
bably at length succumb to the advances of civilization. It is
an uncommon or rare resident in the province, and is only found
In heavily wooded districts. There is no record of its breeding
near Halifax, nor have I ever heard of it even having been
observed in that locality. A specimen was shown to me by Mr.
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_Purcell on 4th ].F‘e:bl.‘uary, 1892. It had been shot ahout a week
before, in the vicinity of Upper Rawdon, Hants County.

RE.D'HEADED }VOODPE(.JKER (Melanerpes erythrocephalus). 1
,ﬁnq in Mr. Ega'n s collection one specimen in full plumage, which
he informs nTe 18 thelonly one he has ever seen during the time
he has practiced taxidermy in this city. It was shot at Ketch
Harbour, &bO}lt ten years ago, and is to be considered as a mere
accidental v1sit-or. Mr. Downs only mentioned it as such.
Strange to say, it is a common summer resident, and probably
the best known of the woodpeckers, from Ontario westward to
the Rocky Mountains.

CHUCK-WILL'S-WIDOW (‘Amntrostomus carolinensis). Mr. Me-
Kinlay writes me that three years ago, toward the end of
October, a countryman of Pictou picked up near his barn-yard
a specimen of the Caprimulgide, which was so weakened by
cold and hunger that it expired almost immediately after being
taken in the hand. It was mounted by Mr. S. Dawson, and is-
now in the museum of Pictou Academy. My informant and Mr.
W. A. Hickman, who recently examined the bird at my request,
state most positively that it has lateral filaments on the bristles
on the side of the wpper mandible. This is a characteristic of
the Chuck-will's-widow, and distinguishes it from all its con-
geners. It was carefully compared with Audubon’s description,
with which it agrees. There is a yellowish streak upon the
throat, but not-a white patch as is sometimes the case. The
outer tail-feathers are devoid of white, showing that the
specimen is a female. The wings are barred with yellowish
red, and minutely sprinkled with brownish black. The exact
length could not be ascertained with certainty, but is probably
about eleven or twelve inches. Mr. McKinlay says “it may in
all sincerity be pronounced a bona-fide Chuck-will's-widow.”
It was reported, he says, that the cries of the species had been
heard at certain times, but such, he continues, has not been
properly substantiated. At first I was very doubtful about in-
serting the species in my notes, for it seemed more probable that
the specimen was a Whippoorwill, whose upper parts are some-
what similar in colour; later information, however,—especially



406 NOVA SCOTIAN ZOOLOGY—PIERS.

that regarding the filaments on the rictal bristles—-has completely-
reassured me. The Whippoorwill has previously been found
in Nova Scotia, whereas the Chuck-will's-widow only ranges.
north to North Carolina and Southern Illinois, and has not.
hitherto been detected in Canada. The present specimen can
only be regarded as a mere straggler.

NIGHTHAWK (Chordeiles virginianus). This bird seems to be-
uncommon at Windsor, Hants County, N. S. From the
middle of May until the end of July, 1892, T only observed two-
or three individuals. About 8th September, I saw the same-
number near King’s College, but they were doubtless merely
migrating southward. The steward of the College told me that.
in former years they were much less scarce in that locality. Mr.
Bishop says that they are common on the “barrens.” Near:
Halifax they are abundant.

KINGBIRD (Tyrannus tyrannus). This bird I found quite-
common in the vicinity of Windsor and in other parts of the-
western counties. One day T had an opportunity of observing-
the great courage of the species. A single Kingbird attacked
and turned aside a flock of about forty Crows which was so-
foolhardy as to trespass upon the domain which he apparently
considered to be the property of himself alone. The species is.
rare in Halifax County.

BoBOLINK (Dolichonyz oryzivorus). The very great abund-
ance of Bobolinks in the western part of the province is a
noticeable contrast to the present rarity, or rather alsence, of
these birds about Halifax. They are without doubt the most.
conspicuous objects in the ornithological fauna of the flat stretches-
of dyked land from Windsor westward. When coming from
Halifax, the first of these rollicking songsters is met in the-
vicinity of the St. Croix River, Mr. W, Bishop, formerly of Kent-
ville, informs me that the males arrive in the province between the-
15th and 19th of May, and the females about a week later. The-
first T noted in 1892, were two males on the 18th May. All
leave the province between the 5th and the 20th of September.
On 18.1:h J_une, 1890, I heard a single bird singing its unmistak-
able ditty in a wood not far from my home in Halifax. It was:
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the ﬁ.rst and on.ly time I have personally noted the bird in this
lo?allty. My father, Mr., ﬁenr}r Piers, informs me that about
thirty years. ago, Whe:n gramn was grown more frequent.]y than
at. present in the neighbourhood of this town, Bobolinks were
fairly f:omm.cm, after the latter part of August, in the oat-fields
near his residence, “ Stanyan,” Willow Park. About six years
ago, he saw seven or eight of the species among some oats
in the same locality. They were the only ones he has noted
for a long period. Dr. A. H. MacKay says they are rather
numerous on the borders of some large streams and meadows
in Pictou.

ORrCHARD ORIOLE ( [cterus spurius). On 6th September, 1890,
Mr. Austen shot a bird which was doubtless a female of this
species, at Shut-in Island, Three-fathom Harbour, near Chezzet-
cook, Halifax County. The species is not in Downs’s list, but it
has been taken in the neighbouring province of New Brunswick,

BRONZED GRACKLE (Quiscalus quiscula wneus). Up to the
year 1888, Mr. Downs had observed only three of these grackles
in Nova Scotia. One had been shot at his place in the Dutch
Village, the second at Block-house (Stanford’s) Pond, Halifax,
and the third at Cornwallis, King’s County. These were noted
in the “Catalogue of the Birds of Nova Scotia.” In the fall of
1888, I saw another specimen which he had just purchased.
About 15th October, 1893, Mr. Purcell obtained two of these
birds which had been shot near Beech Hill, about five miles from
Halifax, on the St. Margaret's Bay Road; and about 10th
November of the same year, he obtained another from the
Sambro Road Mr. Egan has had about three specimens. Mr,
Chamberlain says it is “an abundant summer resident from the
Maritime Provinces to the Great Plains” As regards Nova
Scotia, I think its rarity does not warrant such a statement.

SCARLET TANNAGER (Piranga erythromelas). In the spring
of about 1873, when raw, chilly winds prevailed, considerable
numbers of Scarlet Tannagers appeared in various parts of Pictou
County. Such as were taken, were found to be in an emaciated
condition, and some were even picked up dead, evidently over-
come by cold and hunger. Mr. J. McKinlay, who informed me
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of the circumstance, says that, as far as known, no instance of a
similar occurrence has since been noted in his portion of the
province. Mr. Downs says that a few arrive in the spring, but
generally die, and Mr. Bain reports an individual seen by Dr. F.
Beer in Prince Edward Island, Mr. Chamberlain’s statement
that the species “occurs from the Maritime Provinces to the
Great Plains, and north to Lake Winnipeg,”™* seems not to
clearly indicate its general rarity in Nova Scotia. In his revision
of Nuttall’s Ornithology (v.I, p. 308) he says it occurs sparingly
along the Annapolis Valley.

PURPLE MARTIN (Progne subis). This bird I found rather
common about Windsor, where it bred in boxes erected for the
purpose. In 1892, the last individuals were noted on 6th
August, and they doubtless left the province not long after-
ward. The species is rare in the vicinity of Halifax, only a
few stragglers being seen in the spring, probably during the
migration.

Bang SwaLrLow (Clivicola riparie). Mr. McKinlay informs
me that a pure white swallow of this species was seen in Pictou
County for three consecutive summers. During the fourth
spring, it did not arrive from its winter home, nor has it since
been noted. Some southern collector had evidently bagged the
unusual specimen.

BoHEMIAN WAXWING (Ampelis garrulus). On 16th Novem-
ber, 1893, a male was shot at Porter's Lake, Halifax County.
It was mounted by Mr. Egan. This is only the second
record of the occurrence of the bird in Nova Scotia. A flock of
about a dozen visited us in the winter of 1864-5 (vide Downs's
Catalogue).

MockiNG BIRD (Mimus polyglottos) On the afternoon of
Sunday, 30th June, 1889, Mr. Charles A. McLennan, of Truro,
N. S, saw a bird on the “interval” at the back of that town,
which, from his acquaintance with the species in Virginia, he
recognized as a Mocking Bird. He followed it during the whole
afternoon. At length, in the dusk of the evening, it retired into

* Catalogue of Canadian Birds, p. 93,
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an elm which grew on the interval.

before daylight, Mr. McLennan was again under the tree, and
upon the first movement, fired g charge of shot at the bird.
-iny one pellet struck, knocking a piece, about one-eighth of an
inch long, from the upper mandible. When he saw how slightly
it was wounded, he could not resist the temptation to keep it
alive. It was a male. Mr. McLennan had it in confinement for
about three years, and during the summer it sang constantly,
It always was very wild in the cage ; keeping its head bald from
being frequently thrust through the bars, and its feathers broken
or abraded by contact with the sides of jts prison. When it
died, the plumage was too ragged to make it worth skinning,
The only other records of this bird in Canada are, one example
taken at Chatham, Ontario, 1860, by Mr. W. E. Sandys, and a
pair noted near Hamilton, Ontario, by Mr. Mcllwraith in 1883 *
The identification of the present specimen is utterly beyond
question. Mr. M¢Lennan is perfectly familiar with the species,
having had opportunities of observing it in Virginia, where he
once lived for a time He has also frequently kept it caged.
There is therefore no doubt of the Truro specimen being Mimus
polyglottos. Many will consider it impossible that the bird would
wander so far north, and will no doubt say that it had merely
escaped from confinement. This idea, however, cannot be har-
boured. Mr. McLennan examined it particularly and with an
expert’s eye, in order to ascertain if such had been the case. “I
am convinced,” he writes to me, “that it was not an escaped
cage-bird—in fact, I know it as certainly as I can know any-
thing. Its plumage was unchafed, and its feet were perfectly
clean and not perch-marked. All birds which have been caged
for the shortest time, have the plumage rubbed on the outer
feathers of the wings and the ends of the tail-feathers, and the
feet also show very plainly the effects of confinement. To one
accustomed to handling birds, I do not think a mistake is
Possible, and I have had as many as eighty birds caged at one
time” He tells me that he now feels he made a great mis-

*Chamberlain’s Catalogue of Canadian Birds; Mcllwraith's Birds of Ontario.
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take in giving way to his desire to keep the bird alive, instead
of making a “skin” of it. In the latter case all incredulity
would be at an end. I myself believe that there cannot be the
slightest doubt as to the correctness of the record Details, how-
ever, have been given for the benefit of those who would not

otherwise be convinced.
INSECTS.

CRICKET (Acheta abbreviata). On 4th September, 1892, I
observed immense numbers of large Crickets (4. abbreviata,
Harris’s Insects Inj. to Veg., p. 152) runiing and hopping about
the grass in the King’s Meadow to the southward of King’s
College, Windsor. They seemed more numerous than the small
species (4. vittatu), and their shrilling was ceaseless. A number
of them were observed producing the note. This was done by
lifting the wing-covers and then causing them to quiver or shake
with great rapidity. The extreme timidity which usually char-
acterizes the species, had been thrown aside, and they paid but
slight attention to an approaching footstep, which, ab other
times, would instantly have caused them to retire into their
hiding-places, not to appear again until all danger was past.
Beyond preventing themselves from being actually trampled
upon, they seemed little or not at all discomposed by my presence,
and permitted me to observe them very closely. It was probably
the mating season. I had never before seen such great quantities
of the insects, and they were still numerous when I left Windsor
at the end of September.
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