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Abstract

This dissertation examines the relationship between women’s ownership of economic
resources, beliefs, values and childhood experiences of violence and intimate part-
ner violence, the relationship between household chores and children’s self-assessed
well-being and the intergenerational transmission of child labour. The individuals
studied are Ecuadorian women and children. Chapter 2 explores whether having
economic assets available to women helps protect them from intimate partner vio-
lence (psychological, physical, sexual and economic violence), taking into account the
importance of beliefs, gender norms and childhood experiences of violence. While
asset ownership is somewhat protective of intimate partner violence, access to money
for personal expenses is strongly associated with lower likelihoods of all types of
violence. ‘Traditional’ beliefs are, perhaps counterintuitively, protective of violence.
Results provide compelling evidence supporting an intergenerational aspect to violence
where violent family backgrounds are strongly associated with higher incidences of all
types of intimate partner violence. Chapter 3 examines the effects of housework on
children’s self-assessed well-being. The domestic activities that Ecuadorian children
(ages 8-17) perform are negatively associated with their self-assessed well-being, both
at the extensive and intensive margin of household work. Although the decreases in
happiness associated with household chores may appear small in magnitude given the
mean level of happiness, the effect is similar to the decrease in happiness associated
with the work children perform in the labour market. Chapter 4 studies the inter-
generational transmission of child labour in Ecuador. Findings show that children
of parents who were child labourers themselves are more likely to combine school
and work and less likely to only attend school when defining ‘child work’ according
to Ecuadorian legislation (i.e., children who are illegally working violating minimum
age requirements, exceeding working hour limits, whose work interferes with their
schooling or who work in dangerous conditions). The intergenerational effect of child
labour for Ecuadorian children remains beyond the effects of parental child labour on
current family income, it depends on the type of work the children perform and it is
not gender neutral.
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Chapter 1

Introduction

This dissertation examines the determinants of negative outcomes experienced
by vulnerable populations in Ecuador. Particularly, the focus is understanding the
relationship between women’s ownership of economic resources, beliefs, values, child-
hood experiences of violence and intimate partner violence, the relationship between
household chores and children’s well-being and understanding how child labour can be
transmitted across generations. Economic research has focused on the determinants
of intimate partner violence and the work children perform mostly as unidimensional
issues. This dissertation addresses the gap in the literature by approaching intimate
partner violence and child work with a multidimensional perspective taking into
account the values and social norms, as well as the familial histories that shape the
outcomes of Ecuadorian women and children. Additionally, the analysis focuses on
individuals who are susceptible to further harm. Without having a comprehensive
understanding of intimate partner violence and the work children do, the prevalence
and depth of these issues may grow and outcomes may worsen.

Globally, approximately one in three women will experience physical or sexual
violence from a partner during their lifetime (WHO, 2014). In Ecuador, over six in ten
women will experience some form of intimate partner violence in their lives and three
in ten would have experienced it in the last twelve months (MJDHC, 2018). While

experiencing violence is an undesirable outcome in and of itself, it is also important



given that it can become a learned behaviour that is passed down and affect various
generations (Aguero, 2013; Cools and Kotsadam, 2017; Orpinas, 1999; Safranoff and
Tiravassi, 2018; Tarabah et al., 2016; WHO and PAHO, 2012). Exposure to violence
tends to increase the likelihood of desensitization, habituation, normalization and
imitation of violence (Tarabah et al., 2016). The further intimate partner violence is
normalized, the easier it can spread and become justified. Even without considering
the deep emotional personal costs, the societal costs of intimate partner violence are
high. The National Institute of Census and Statistics in Ecuador (INEC for its name
in Spanish) tried to quantify the costs related to violence at a national level." In these
calculations, for Ecuador, the cost of violence against women was estimated to be
between 7-14.2% of gross domestic product (GDP) (Carrion, 2007; MJDHC, 2018).?

Economic theory suggests that, if experiencing intimate partner violence, the
more resources available to women (e.g., income, wealth, employment, services, and
institutions), the better positioned they are to leave an abusive partnership. While
evidence shows that this is indeed the case (Cools and Kotsadam, 2017; Garcia-
Moreno et al., 2005; Farmer and Tiefenthaler, 1997; Hidrobo and Fernald, 2013;
Friedemann-Sanchez and Svec, n.d.; Jewkes, 2002; Tankard and Iyendard, 2018;
Munyo and Rossi, 2015), I extend the analysis to incorporate norms and beliefs as
well as the women’s childhood experience of violence and their (former) spouses’ In
Chapter 2, I explore whether having assets available to women helps protect them
from intimate partner violence, while taking into account the importance of gender
norms and intergenerational transmissions violence. Specifically, I ask whether having
assets in the woman’s name is associated with a lower probability of experiencing
psychological, physical, and sexual intimate partner violence. Results show that while
asset ownership is somewhat protective of intimate partner violence, access to money
for personal expenses is strongly associated with a lower likelihood of all types of
violence. ‘Traditional’ beliefs are, perhaps paradoxically, protective of violence. I
also find compelling evidence supporting an intergenerational effect of violence with

violent family backgrounds being strongly associated with higher incidences of all

1To do this, direct (costs associated with health, such as medical expenditures, institutional costs, and rehabilitation
expenditures as well as costs associated with security including expenditures on prevention and legal fees) and indirect
costs (such as loss of productivity and loss of economic activity due to death as well as emotional costs derived from
compensation data and surveys on willingness to pay to not be a victim of a crime) were estimated (Carrion, 2007;
MJDHC, 2018).

2To put this in perspective, education amounts to 12.6% of GDP.



types of violence. While resources can be helpful for women, social norms and violent
experiences in childhood loom large and have the largest associations with intimate
partner violence in adulthood.

Children engaged in some form of labour are the second vulnerable group studied.
Child labour has been widely discussed in the policy arena over the last few decades.
According to the last global estimates on child labour from the International Labour
Organization (ILO), as of 2017, there were 152 million children working, 73 million
of which engaged in hazardous labour. While a lot of attention has been given to
the effects of child labour in the context of market activities, the literature remains
thin when studying household work as part of child labour, especially, in terms of
how it may affect children’s well-being. Household chores are usually excluded from
definitions of child labour given the “non-economic” nature of these activities. Yet,
the number of children performing domestic chores is large and their contributions to
their households are quite meaningful. About 800 million children between the ages
of 5 and 17 years are involved in some form of housework weekly (ILO, 2017) and
contribute between 4% to 12% of all household work in their homes. Blair (1992a);
Goldscheider and Waite (1991); Gershuny and Sullivan (2014).

Chapter 3 explores the effects of housework on children’s self-assessed well-being.
Specifically, I seek to answer how happy children (between 8 and 17 years) self-report
themselves to be, conditional on time spent on housework, i.e., do children perceive the
unpaid work they do at home as being detrimental to their happiness? I find that the
domestic activities that Ecuadorian children perform are negatively associated with
their self-assessed well-being, both in the extensive and intensive margin of household
work. From a baseline of 86% of children saying that they are happy most of the time,
performing chores is associated with an average 4.0 percentage point (p.p.) lower
probability in children’s self-assessed happiness. An increase in domestic work of 10
hours per week is associated with a 2.1 p.p. lower probability of children self-reporting
as happy. Although the decrease in happiness associated with household work may
appear small in magnitude given the mean level of happiness, it is very close to
decreases in happiness associated with the work children perform in the labour market.
While a lot of attention is placed on the work children perform in economic activities,

from the children’s perspective, work in chores at home is almost as detrimental to



their well-being.

While housework is important, it is not the only form of work children are engaged
in. There is considerable heterogeneity in the type of work (e.g., market vs. domestic
work; paid vs. unpaid work) and the working conditions (light vs. excessive work;
favourable vs. unfavourable - dangerous, unhealthy and abusive - work) children may
perform. Most of the concern surrounding child labour stems from human capital
implications of preventing children from going to school and affecting their future
earnings. When children shift from school to the labour market it may create a vicious
cycle where poor households send their children to work and these children grow to
become poor adults due to the diminished investment in their education (Emerson
and Souza, 2003; Udry, 2004). However, the mechanisms of this intergenerational
transmission are not fully understood. It could be that the mechanism is exclusively
an economic one, a budget constraint that families experience due to poverty. It could
also be that the mechanism for the transmission is partly an attitudinal or behavioural
one and child labour may be perpetuated due to beliefs, values, expectations and
potentially rites of passage. The type of work that children engage in may depend
on the mechanism at play. Presumably, if children work out of sheer necessity, the
quality of work and potentially dangerous characteristics of work would not be as
important as the need to sustain the household. However, if parents send children to
work to develop attitudes and abilities, then, it is likely that children would not be
engaged in work that would harm them. Target 8.7 of the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals calls to eradicate all forms of child labour by 2025 (ILO, 2017).
If the goal is banning child labour due to the human capital argument and if the
behavioural mechanism is important, even if poverty is eliminated, child labour would
not be eradicated.

Chapter 4 examines the intergenerational transmission of child labour in Ecuador.
I ask whether children are more likely to engage in child labour and less likely to go to
school if a parent started working before the minimum age requirement (15 years old),
after controlling for current family poverty. I explore whether there are differences
in the transmission of child work depending on the type of work performed and on
working conditions. I assume that the household’s decision to send the children to work

or school is a simultaneous one and look at outcomes that combine both alternatives.



I find that the children of parents who were child labourers themselves are more likely
to combine school and work and less likely to only attend school when defining ‘child
work’ according to Ecuadorian legislation. I also find that the transmission of child
labour depends on the type of work the children perform (if both parents were child
labourers, children are more likely to combine school and be engaged in work that is
potentially harmful, i.e., heavy and unsafe work), and that the transmission of work is
not gender neutral. Thus, policies solely aimed at reducing or eliminating child work
through poverty alleviation may reduce the worst cases of child labour but will not
eradicate all forms of child work given the intergenerational links that remain beyond
poverty.

Given that all chapters focus on Ecuadorian individuals, what follows is a brief

overview of Ecuador to provide context for the analysis.

Socio-Economic Context of Ecuador

Income Ecuador is an upper-middle income country with a population of 15,243,883
as of 2011 (WDI, 2019; INEC, 2015).* In 2011, average household income was $892.9
USD per month and average household expenditures were $809.6 USD per month
(ENIGHUR, 2012). There are several social safety net programs for low-income
individuals though the most well-known and used is the “Bono de Desarrollo Humano”
(Human Development Transfer, BDH for its name in Spanish), a (now) conditional
cash transfer. In 2012 it provided households in poverty with $35 per month (currently,
it provides $50 to households in extreme poverty). It was instituted in 1998 (due to
the country undergoing a financial crisis with hyperinflation, extreme devaluation of
the local currency which culminated in dollarization, a bank run and high rates of

unemployment). The transfer is given to mothers (Martinez et al., 2017).

Education The educational system of Ecuador divides universal education into
“early education” for children between the ages of three to four years old, ten years
of “general basic education” for children aged five to fourteen and three years of

“baccalaureate education” for children aged fifteen to seventeen (S.R.O. No. 754,

3Given that the data used for this dissertation are from the years 2011-2012, most of the contextualizing information
will be set as closely as possible to these dates.



74 Education is

2012). Once completed, children receive a “Baccalaureate Certificate.
compulsory for general basic education and baccalaureate education, lasting a total of
13 years. Pre-primary education was not deemed mandatory until a reform in 2010.°

In 2012, net attendance rates® in general basic education, i.e., for children between
the ages of five to fourteen, was 95.6% (95.4% for boys and 95.9% for girls). Net
attendance rates for baccalaureate education, i.e., for children between the ages of
fifteen to seventeen, was 63.9% (61.6% for boys and 66.3% for girls) (Antamba, 2015).
Looking at the children who did not attend school, 35.58% said the main reason for
not attending was ‘lacking the economic resources to do so,” followed by ‘due to work’
(16.64%) and ‘uninterested in school (11.60%) (Antamba, 2015).

Even though education is compulsory for children, enforcement is low. There are
some instances in which enrolment and attendance are monitored. In 2008 a pilot
program took place in the three main cities of the country, Quito, Guayaquil and
Cuenca to check compliance of requirements of the BDH. Almost a third (32%) of
households were suspended from receiving the transfer for two months for not meeting
the health and/or education requirements. The same year, households in rural areas
in twelve provinces were selected to verify school enrolment and the government
found that only 47% of households that received the BDH complied with the school
requirement (Martinez et al., 2017). Another factor that potentially is related to
completion rates in Ecuador is fertility. In 2012, the government reported that the
adolescent (women between fifteen to nineteen years) fertility rate was 172 births
per 1,000 teenagers, making 17% of adolescent females mothers, the second highest
incidence of teenage pregnancy in Latin America (El Universo, 2012; MSP, 2012). As
of the last census in 2010, 20% of all deliveries were from females between the ages
of fifteen to nineteen who gave birth to 60,600 children. Additionally, 1,100 children
were born to mothers between the ages of ten to fourteen years (El Universo, 2012).

Abortion is criminalized in Ecuador, both the doctor and the patient could serve

4Prior to 2010, the educational system was divided into pre-primary education, primary education and secondary
education. Pre-primary education was for children aged 4-5; primary education for children aged 6-11; and secondary
education was for children aged 12-17 (UNESCO, 2014; S.R.O. No. 754, 2012). In 2012, the completion rate for
primary education was 97.3%, 85.8% for lower secondary and 65.5% in upper secondary.

5Following the reform, the last year of what used to be pre-primary education, when the child is five years old,
became the first year of general basic education. Early education (when a child is three or four years old) is universal
(by law, the State is mandated to offer it to everyone) but not required for a child to be allowed to enrol in general
basic education (S.R.O. No. 754, 2012).

6«Total number of students of the official age group for a given level of education who are attending school at any
level of education, expressed as a percentage of the corresponding population” (UNESCO, 2014, np).



between six months to two years in jail following an abortion. The only exception,
when abortion is not deemed a crime, is when the woman’s life is in danger or in the

case of rape to an individual with cognitive disabilities (COIP, 2014).

The Institution of Marriage In 2011, the minimum age to marry in Ecuador was
12 years old and 14 years old for women and men, respectively.” Legally, a marriage
can end due to the death of one of its members, if it is deemed null or void, if a person
is legally declared missing, or due to divorce. No fault divorce is legal (Civil Code,
2005). Common-law unions become a legally binding marital status after two years of
cohabitation.®

Following the end of a relationship (either a marriage or common-law), the separa-
tion of conjugal property can be filed through a dissolution of union (not necessarily a
divorce), so that the union’s estate is divided and any other assets purchased following
this division of joint property remains solely under the ownership of the purchaser,
not the matrimonial estate. During the marriage or if the couple has separated but
are still legally married, a spouse can file for espousal support for themselves as well
as for their children (Civil Code, 2005; Metro Ecuador, 2016).? Child support can
be requested for all children under the age of 18 (or under the age of 21 if the child
is a student) by the parent (or legal representative) who has custody or by children
themselves if they are over the age of 15 (Children and Adolescents Code, 2002; El
Telegrafo, 2017, 2019).1

Violence In 2014, the Penal Code incorporated and criminalized physical, psycholog-
ical and sexual violence against women or family members, including femicide (STPTV,
2018). Since violence against women was criminalized (and reports of violence were
first recorded) in 2014, reports filed to the State Prosecutor’s Office have shown an
upward trend in gendered violence. In 2014, between August and December there were

2,016 reports filed for physical violence, 13,919 reports of psychological violence, 66

"Following reforms to the Civil Code in 2015, the minimum age to marry became 18 years old (El Comercio, 2015).

81n the 2015 reform, the cohabitation requirement was eliminated (El Comercio, 2015).

9Usually, espousal support is granted based on whether a spouse (commonly, the females) stopped working during
the union, worked temporarily or earned significantly less than the other spouse (Metro Ecuador, 2016).

10Child support is calculated based on the earnings of the supporter and support is paid on a monthly basis (El
Telegrafo, 2019). If the parent who provides child support is unemployed, a judge will decide a minimum payment for

the children. If the parent misses alimony for two or more months, an arrest warrant can be issued against them (EI
Telegrafo, 2019).



reports of sexual violence against women, and 27 reports of femicide (MJDHC, 2018).
In 2019, there were 9,090 sexual abuse cases reported, an additional 4,811 reports
of physical domestic violence, 30,893 reports of psychological domestic violence and
250 cases of sexual domestic violence, and 65 femicides (FGE, 2019). In 6 out of 10
cases of femicide, perpetrators were the spouses, former spouses or live-in partners
(STPTV, 2018). Since data was first collected in August of 2014 until November of
2020, 833 women have died by femicide, which approximately amounts to one woman

being killed every 72 hours in Ecuador (El Comercio, 2020).!

1So far, 101 of these women died in 2020 and 82 femicides have occurred during the COVID-19 pandemic (El
Comercio, 2020).



Chapter 2

Rule of Thumb: Intimate Partner

Violence in Ecuador

“His Honor was of opinion that the defendant had a right to whip his wife with a
switch no larger than his thumb, and that upon the facts found in the special

verdict he was not guilty in law.”
State v. A. B. Rhodes, 61 N. C. 453 (1868)

2.1 Introduction

The home is the most dangerous place for women (UNODC, 2018). On an average
day, 137 women are killed by their partners or a member of their family (UNODC,
2018)." Although these estimates on gender-related killings reflect extreme violence
inflicted on women, throughout their lives, a third of women will have survived physical
or sexual violence from an intimate partner (WHO, 2014). In Latin America and the
Caribbean, at least one in five women (20%), and as many as three in four women
(75%), experience at least one emotionally abusive act by a partner throughout their

lives (Garcia-Moreno et al., 2005). In Ecuador, throughout their lifetime, 35% and

1Globally, in 2018, 58% of all reported female homicides were perpetrated by intimate partners or family members
(UNODC, 2018).



14.5% of all women will have experienced physical and sexual violence, respectively, in
their partnerships (INEC, 2012a; MJDHC, 2018).? Intimate partner violence is not
slowing down. Even though ending gender-based violence is one of the Sustainable
Development Goals, progress has been halted due to the Covid-19 pandemic (UNFPA
et al., 2020).3

The goal of this chapter is to understand intimate partner violence in the context of
Ecuador. Despite richness in the interdisciplinary literature analysing violence, there
is no unified theoretical or empirical consensus providing a holistic understanding
of intimate partner violence. In an attempt to provide such an understanding, I
merge three major themes from the literature to study intimate partner violence in
Ecuador. The first theme explores how economic resources, mainly, assets available
to women, are associated with intimate partner violence. The resources available
to women in a relationship are hypothesized to affect the well-being she could have
outside marriage in the event of divorce (i.e., her ‘bargaining position’), which in turn
may have an association with the probability of violence. The second theme included
is the importance of beliefs and social norms surrounding women. Identifying the
beliefs women hold aids in uncovering the extent of the normalization of violence, the
problems and backlash that women may face when going against those norms, or the
protectiveness of abiding by them.

As Phipps and Woolley (2008) point out, the gains from marriage may not be
shared in an equal way, “while women and men gain from cooperation within the
family, there is inevitably conflict over how those gains are shared: men may ‘bring
home the bacon,” women may cook it, but who gets to eat it?” (pg. 592). Yet, in
light of conflict, does cooking the bacon implies having the pan as a shield? Or is it
the owner of the pan the person who can use it as a weapon? Or in turn, if roles are
reversed, and if women bring home the bacon, will they be hit with the pan?

The third theme examines intergenerational transmissions of violence, whether
the woman or her partner experienced domestic violence as children. Individuals who

were abused as children or who witnessed abuse during their childhoods may be more

2Physical violence is defined here as all acts of force that cause harm, pain or physical suffering to the person on
whom it is inflicted upon, independent of the means or consequence. Sexual violence is defined as the imposition of
any sexual act to a person, forcing them to have sex or sexual acts with the aggressor or with third parties through
the use of physical force, intimidation, threats or any other means of coercion (INEC, 2012a).

31t is estimated that for every three additional months of lockdown, there will be an additional 15 million cases of
gender-based violence worldwide (UNFPA et al., 2020).
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prone to inflicting or suffering from more violence later in life.

Specifically, T ask three main questions: (i) does ownership of resources affect
intimate partner violence? (ii) are women’s traditional or patriarchal beliefs or a
stronger acceptance of wife beating beliefs associated with higher incidences of violence?
And, (iii) is having a history of violence in childhood associated with higher violence?

Using a novel dataset from Ecuador, I find that assets in women’s names are only
somewhat protective of intimate partner violence. Alternatively, access to money for
personal expenses is more shielding of intimate partner violence than ownership of
(longer-term) wealth. ‘Traditional’ beliefs regarding obedience to spouses are similarly
protective of all types of intimate partner violence. Lastly, without exception, for
all women, there is a strong intergenerational aspect to violence. Having a violent
environment in childhood either in their own family background and/or in their
spouse’s family background is strongly associated with higher incidences of all types
of violence.

An important limitation of this study is unobserved heterogeneity in violence, i.e.,
women who experience(d) violence could be more likely to divorce or separate from
their spouses due to the violence experienced. Even though there is no easy solution
for this issue, I aim to address it by analysing the married or common-law women
separately from their separated or divorced counterparts. Widowed women are also
studied given that rather than there being a choice in separating from a partner,
in this case, men ‘leave’ the marriage by death. Similarly, I include a measure of
incidence of violence that accounts for exposure to violence through length of the
relationship, ‘exposure to violence. Results remain robust to these sensitivity checks.

The chapter is organized in the following way. Section II provides a background and
a literature review. Section III presents contextual information on Ecuador. Section
IV outlines the empirical framework. Section V discusses the results and Section VI

concludes.

2.2 Background and Review of the Literature

The World Health Organization (WHO) defines intimate partner violence (IPV)

as “any behaviour within an intimate relationship that causes physical, psychological
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or sexual harm to those in the relationship” (WHO and PAHO, 2012, pg. 1). It is
distinguished from domestic violence in that domestic violence includes child abuse or
any abuse to other members of the household (WHO and PAHO, 2012). Although
women can be perpetrators of violence, when they inflict violence, it is generally

agreed that they are mostly acting in self-defence and that in most cases, men are the

perpetrators (WHO and PAHO, 2012; Heise et al., 1999).%

Theoretical Models of Relationship Between Intimate

Partner Violence and Resources

Disciplines such as Economics, Sociology, Psychology, and Medicine, have dedicated
significant efforts to understanding intimate partner violence, yet there is no consensus
regarding the relationship between resources and intimate partner violence.” Note
that when referring to resources, the ones that are commonly used in the literature
are income, wages, transfers, wealth, savings, employment and education (Bobonis et
al., 2013; Cools and Kotsadam, 2017).

In the 1960s, Gary Becker and Jacob Mincer began exploring ‘household” models of
how men and women allocate their resources (time and money) to maximize the well-
being of the family unit (assuming everyone in the household has the same preferences
and that income is pooled by all members of the family). The simplest models led
to a predicted division of labour between men and women where their comparative
advantage determines who would be responsible for home-making and who would
be responsible for bread-winning. Specializing, i.e., when one members takes on the
activity for which they have the lowest opportunity cost, usually predicted increased
gains from the union (Blau & Winkler, 2014; Lundberg and Pollak, 1996).

Treating the family as a unit ignored the internal decision-making process within

the household, differences in preferences of husband and wife and how outcomes can

41t is understood that all genders can experience intimate partner violence. However, given the larger prevalence of
violence inflicted on women, especially in the context of Ecuador, throughout the chapter, when referring to intimate
partner violence, it is implied it is in the context of a heterosexual couple where the male is violent towards the female.
Statistically, when it comes to intimate partner violence, the most common perpetrators are men (WHO and PAHO,
2012). For example, in Canada, in 2015, in 79% of the 92,000 reports of intimate partner violence, women were the
victims. In 2015 it was estimated that in the United States, 36.4% of women and 33.6% of men experience intimate
partner violence (Smith et al., 2018). In Ecuador, looking at the complaints to the Commissioner for Women and
the Family, in 97% of intimate partner violence cases, men were the perpetrators of violence in 2000 (Carrion, 2003;
Ernst, 2002). In 2010, in 86% of all cases of intimate partner violence, women were the victims (La Hora, 2011).

5For an excellent review of the literature, see Cools and Kotsadam (2017).
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be determined through bargaining (Blau & Winkler, 2014). Cooperative bargaining
models introduced (typically) a Nash bargaining game in which agents (husbands and
wives) have their own utility functions, representing unique (different) preferences
(Blau & Winkler, 2014; Lundberg and Pollak, 1996; Mas-Colell et. al, 1995).° Agents
also have their own threat points, the levels of well-being that each spouse would
obtain in the absence of cooperation.” Threat points are assumed to reflect each
individuals’ ‘outside options,” and are hypothesized to reflect the income that each
partner would have if the marriage ends, given the cultural, political (social safety
net) and legal environment (Blau & Winkler, 2014; Lundberg and Pollak, 1996). The
bargaining power that each individual has is determined by their threat point. The
better-off a spouse would be by walking away from the marriage, the higher the threat
point and the more bargaining power that spouse would have in the marriage. In
these divorce-threat bargaining models, if there is a cooperative solution (one in which
the couple stays together), the outcome would more closely resemble the preferences
of the spouse with better ‘outside options,” the one with stronger threat points, as
they had stronger bargaining positions. A non-cooperative solution would be the end
of the relationship (Blau & Winkler, 2014; Lundberg and Pollak, 1996; Mas-Colell
et. al, 1995). Threats to leave a marriage can be perceived as real depending on a
woman’s economic independence: her employment, skills, education, savings, wealth
or non-labour income indicate whether or not she has the financial footing to leave a
marriage. (Lundberg and Pollak, 1996).

One important aspect to consider is that the decision to stay or leave an abusive
relationship may be a repeated decision as suffering abuse may not be a one-time
incident in marriages (Tiefenthaler, 2012) and that it may not be such a clean-cut
decision as economic theory might suggest. Abusive relationships usually start by
tension in the relationship increasing until someone inflicts abuse. In most cases (and
usually before escalating to physical aggression) conflict is followed by repentance from
the spouse who behaved aggressively so that the party who sustained the abuse remains

in the relationship. The result is a “continuously repeating cycle of violence,” followed

6For a detailed explanation of the model, see Lundberg and Pollak (1996).

7Given the nature of this chapter, it is worth making a clear distinction regarding the difference between the threat
of violence and a threat point. A threat of violence is usually a way to inflict emotional abuse by threatening with
but not physically inflicting violence. A threat point, on the other hand, is a theoretical concept that outlines the
utility that would be obtained from abandoning cooperation, it does not refer to the menace of violence.

13



by the victim’s inability or reluctance to leave the relationship, usually referred to as
“learned helplessness” (Bowlus and Seitz, 2006).

There is also a hierarchy to violence. Less aggressive behaviours tend to be more
frequent, but these behaviours could also escalate in their level of violence as time
goes on (Orpinas, 1999). For instance, emotional or psychological abuse like insults
are usually more frequent than physical aggressions like slapping or hitting, but can
escalate to more intense aggressions (Orpinas, 1999). In an intimate partner violence
context, husband-inflicted violence could be attributed to stress® and being less “in
control” of one’s temper, or to inherent pleasure derived from inflicting it, or violence
could be used as an ‘instrument’ in the bargaining process that occurs between a
couple, as means of coercion, twisting someone’s arm both literally and figuratively
(Bloch and Rao, 2002; Friedemann-Sanchez and Svec, n.d.; Jewkes, 2002; Weitzman,
2014).

Resources, Attitudes and Intergenerational Transmissions of

Violence: A Review of Empirical Studies

Within the bargaining framework described above, resources available to women
affect bargaining power. Resources can be studied in absolute terms, relative terms

(i.e., relative to the spouse) and in societal terms (i.e., institutions or social norms).

Absolute Resources Absolute resources refer to the level of means available to
women, including wealth, income, education, employment or earning potential. Some
research has found that access to resources protects women from intimate partner
violence. Generally, women with fewer resources are more vulnerable to abuse (Cools
and Kotsadam, 2017) and men who have fewer resources tend to be abusive (Cools
and Kotsadam, 2017; Garcia-Moreno et al., 2005; Jewkes, 2002).

The type of resources available may have different implications in terms of pro-
tectiveness. In Colombia, for instance, income, employment and asset ownership, are
found to be protective factors against intimate partner violence (Friedemann-Sanchez

and Svec, n.d.). Ownership of wealth can potentially affect women’s well-being for

8For instance, when individuals are in a state of recurrent economic insecurity their mental state has been shown
to be severely affected (Watson and Osberg, 2017).
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much longer than income might (Phipps and Woolley, 2008), especially given the fact
that wealth is accumulated, whereas income is a flow in a given period of time.” In
Canada, women’s employment serves as a significant deterrent of abuse (Bowlus and
Seitz, 2006). Women'’s level of education similarly appears to mitigate the risks of
violence (Cools and Kotsadam, 2017; Farmer and Tiefenthaler, 1997; Friedemann-
Sanchez and Svec, n.d.; Jewkes, 2002; Tankard and Iyendard, 2018). In Ecuador,
unconditional cash transfers that increase women’s incomes are shown to significantly
decrease emotional violence and controlling behaviours from the husband but only
for women who have more than elementary education (Hidrobo and Fernald, 2013).
Earning potential is also important as some argue that potential, rather than actual
opportunities are what defines the threat points (Munyo and Rossi, 2015).

Increased property rights for women have been shown to benefit women’s intra-
household position. For instance, in Vietnam, land reforms were beneficial to women
who held land-use rights exclusively i.e., without their partners. Through agricultural
security, access to credit markets and higher control of their earning capacity, land
titling increased the well-being of women. Women’s control of assets benefited self-
employment, enhanced their economic security, reduced their vulnerability to poverty
and overall strengthened women’s bargaining position within their homes (Menon et
al., 2017). Changes to inheritance laws in India suggest that there were decreases in
violence. Women who were eligible to receive an inheritance were 17% less likely to
be victims of intimate partner violence. However, although women’s security is likely
to have increased due to the institutional change, their autonomy did not (Amaral,
2017). Another important aspect is under whose name the couple’s wealth is, “owning
assets improves a spouse’s future bargaining position ... each spouse has an interest
in having as many of ‘the family’s’ assets in his or her name” (Phipps and Woolley,
2008, p. 596). Both social norms and reliability of law enforcement could influence
the intra-household resource allocation determining under whose name the resources
are under (Phipps and Woolley, 2008).

Counter-intuitively, from the bargaining perspective, increasing women’s absolute

resources has sometimes been found to increase violence via ‘male backlash’ if men

9When it comes to a couple, there are various determinants of savings decision. Given that the analysis in this
chapter is conducted through evaluating the protectiveness of having crops, vehicles, savings or a house under the
wives’ names, these will be treated as assets or means of saving. Phipps and Woolley (2008) frame the determinants
of saving decisions under the life-cycle model, theories of intra-household bargaining and government policy.
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feel threatened and resort to violence to re-establish control or power in their marriage
(Cools and Kotsadam, 2017). The relationship between intimate partner violence and
absolute resources is not a monotonic one. Resources available to a woman can become
protective but only up to a threshold, after which, access to more resources is associated
with higher incidences of violence (Cools and Kotsadam, 2017; Jewkes, 2002). This is
especially evident when the increase in resources available to women are not enough
to leave the relationship (Cools and Kotsadam, 2017). In this case, the relationship
between resources and abuse resembles an inverted U-shape (Angelucci, 2008; Cools
and Kotsadam, 2017). In Mexico, when looking at the effects of women receiving
conditional transfers from Oportunidades (a poverty alleviation program), receiving
the smallest transfer, decreased aggressive behaviour by almost 40% (Angelucci, 2008).
However, when women received larger transfers and their husbands had lower education

levels, there was an increase in intimate partner violence (Angelucci, 2008)."°

An alternative to the bargaining perspective is that household level poverty can
increase stress in a couple which may result in violent behaviours. In this case, the
pathway between violence and economic resources is stress. In Canada, for instance, job
insecurity is associated with increased psychological distress in both men and women
(Watson and Osberg, 2018). For males, specifically, a one-time, single, occurrence of
economic insecurity is associated with higher levels of psychological distress whereas
repeated insecurity has larger associations with mental distress, compared to those
employed or job secure (Watson and Osberg, 2017). If the family (or men in the family)
are having an economically difficult time, mental health suffers and heightened distress
may result in individuals losing their tempers and resorting to violent behaviours.
Mental health suffering would conflict with the rational behaviour assumption assumed
in the economic models discussed above. However, it could be a mechanism by which

the added stress from poverty or job insecurity could lead to intimate partner violence.

Relative Resources Being economically dependent on a partner is likely to increase
the risk of intimate partner violence (Cools and Kotsadam, 2017). When women

increase their relative economic position and become less dependent on their spouses,

10 Tn a similar study, Bobonis et al. (2013) show that women who are beneficiaries of Oportunidades are less likely
to be victims of physical abuse when compared to non-beneficiary women but more likely to face emotional abuse.
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abuse is less likely as they are in a better position to leave the relationship. For instance,
in California, between 1990 and 2003, reductions in the gender wage gap explained
9% of the decline in domestic violence (Aizer, 2010). Similarly, in Uruguay, exploiting
exogenous changes in the exchange rate Munyo and Rossi (2015) found that a reduction
in women'’s relative potential wages increased intimate partner violence, and when
their relative wages increased, violence decreased. In Ecuador, the same unconditional
transfers that in absolute terms increased women’s incomes and decreased emotional
violence were shown to increase emotional abuse when the relative education of women
was higher than their spouses’ (Hidrobo and Fernald, 2013). ‘Male backlash’ can also
be present if the relative bargaining power is shifted towards women. Men can use
violence to re-establish their dominant position in the relationship when resources
cannot enable them to maintain it (Weitzman, 2014). The perceived power that an
individual may have in a relationship could create conflict when “women’s superior
resources, relative to their spouse’s, undermine patriarchal arrangements that include
conservative gender norms” (Weitzman, 2014, p. 55).!!

Beliefs, Attitudes and Norms An important aspect of both absolute and relative
resources is how relevant gender norms are in the context of resources and violence. It
could be that individually-held (micro-level) beliefs or societally-held (macro-level)
beliefs affect the incidence of intimate partner abuse. The social resources available to
women, such as institutions, economic security or social norms, beliefs and attitudes
can also affect incidence of violence (Aguero, 2013; Cools and Kotsadam, 2017).'?
Absolute and relative resource theories are incomplete when social norms (especially
those referring to the male identity) or social resources are not included in the analysis.
Rather than solely looking at individual or intra-couple resources, contingencies on

what can affect a household due to the social environment in which they live are

H1n a similar vein, it has been shown that the relative amount of resources is important when it comes to many
aspects of a marriage including its survival. In Bertrand et al. (2015) if a wife’s potential income is likely to exceed
that of her husband’s, the wife faces a slew of negative outcomes: the wife is less likely to be in the labour force, and
if she does work, there is a strong likelihood that she will earn less than her potential. For the women who do work,
the couples report being less happy and having more problems in their relationship becoming more likely to divorce.
Lastly, for couples where the wife earns more than the husband, there is a gender gap in household production. Wives
have more non-market work (chores) suggesting that a “threatening wife takes on greater share of household work
to assuage the husband’s unease with the situation.” Even though in this case there may not be intimate partner
violence, clashing the societal norms tends to be detrimental for females and may result in the end of their marriage.

12Strong, equitable institutions can be protective of violence. For example, when the United States allowed unilateral
divorce, the country experienced increases in the likelihood of ending an abusive relationship, as the bargaining power
shifted towards the abused spouse (Stevenson and Wolfers, 2006).
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important (Atkinson et al., 2005; Cools and Kotsadam, 2017).

Violence against women is widespread in Latin American countries, it is deep-
seated culturally and it is among the most pervasive types of violence (Aguero, 2013;
Orpinas, 1999). A study conducted in the capital cities of Brazil (two cities), Chile,
Colombia, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Venezuela and Spain, explored cultural norms
and attitudes surrounding violence and aggression. The study focused on general
aggressive behaviours, including perceptions on violence towards children, spouses,
and members outside the family (Orpinas, 1999). Results suggest that tolerance and
acceptance of domestic violence in Latin American countries are high. For instance,
the proportion of respondents who state that slapping their partners is justified ranged
from 67% in Costa Rica to 98% in Spain (the highest in South America being 77% in
Chile). There are co-morbidities with aggression, for instance, believing in corporal
punishment!® as a necessary way to rear children is linked to further violence against
partners and others. Findings suggest strong associations between the likelihood of
aggression to a partner and aggression to a child.

The cultural context in which a woman lives may be detrimental to modifying
beliefs that accept women being battered (Cools and Kotsadam, 2017; Jewkes, 2002).
It has been shown that when women are surrounded by strong patriarchal norms, there
is a greater tolerance for intimate partner violence (Jesmin, 2017). Intimate partner
violence may become not only tolerated but normalized, “girls are socialized from very
early childhood that men are their protectors, and good wives are submissive to their
husbands ... [increasing the] odds of justifying intimate partner violence (Jesmin, 2017,
p. 3238).' When it comes to male gender roles, in Latin America, masculinity is often

associated with a man’s ability to provide for their family (Angelucci, 2008). As such,

13The action of a caretaker inflicting physical pain on a child or adolescent, commonly through spanking, slapping
or hitting the child with an object (Orpinas, 1999).

14 According to the World Values Survey, 62.6% of Ecuador is Roman Cath