TOPICS OF THE DAY

Tan Puoatns or Quasso: Furos or Tus Tor or
Ripge: Post-WaR PLANNING.

8 PROBLEM OF QUEBEC has assumed a new gravity with the
results of the national plebiscite. Whether we like it or not,
St. Lawrence province is strongly, indeed passionately,
posed to the conseription of her sons for any unreserve
tion in the Canadian war effort. In this respect, the
e of Quebec are by no means singular. There are other
also of non-British origin, mostly in the western
‘Who are of the same mind. Their attitude is serious
but not quite in the same way. Quebee was and remains
s partner in the union of Confederation that makes Canada a
tion, On a question of vital concern in a time of war, apparent-
ly of such importance that its settlement required the extra~
apparatus of a national plebiscite, French and English
Canada have come to a head-on eollision.

~ The main offect of the plebiscite has been to roveal the folly

ing this dubious into our
government. The taking of the popular vote has not created
had blood between the two nations of Canadian life, but it
as aceelerated its cireulation. The majority party look for the
to accept the popular verdict and to become released
ly from their pledges in the only way any intelligent
expeoted—by the enactment of conseription. On the
hand, French-Canada has become aware of herself in the
undesirable of ways—as a separate, minority group.

danger

in mutual recriminations. A Fifth
could not have accomplished worse results among us.

bofore. Instead, through bungling and evasion, the Fronch
English aro

ially to hold us back

it s mm 1o be cadmndial o't somplate waging

, on the other hand, fall back on old

B8 tasined, cwctaioly loow-ahiociahed; anil ery
‘misunderstood.

tions of national unity, especially in time of war,
bly arouse emotions of a violent and heated character,
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but intensity of feeling may ereate heat and smoke rather than
light. The problem of Quebee, like all other tensions in human
relationship, demands thatit should be underst
rational approach is rendered difficult because of the irrati
factors involved. In Quebec we are dealing with very powerful
sentiments, compounded of strong loyalties to race, language
and religion. These potent bonds are among the strongest in
human life, but in Quebec they gain an added power through the
influences of history and geography.
‘T'o maintain their distinetive character, the psople of Quebee
are inevitably driven to adopt defensive and
policies. Tn the vital matter of language they find themsel
isolated from the one hundred and thirty millions of people
whom they are in geographical and economic union. They hay
only to twist the dials of their radio sets to find the K
language pouringin upon them. Orif they travel beyond Quel
in the seats of government, in places of business, in the press
in common speech they find themselves aliens in an alien lan
unless they adopt the language of the great majority. To th
fellow North-Americans they are a queer people, lomanmn
their irritation they find themselves regarded as
world and unprogressive. Consequently, they becone i ilta
in the defence of rights, and develop pre]ud.\eu and §
often where such attitudes are not justi 3
The complaint of Quebec is not only “that they are m
understood, but that there is no desire on the part of
English-speaking people of Canada to appreciate th
point of view. Their lives are rooted in a m.dmnn
to their leaders has become a self-conscious
are essentially an agrarian people, profoundly cmoha
their religious faith, with a love of family and a deep at
tachment to a distinetive way of life. Around mm
the great tide of North-American life, restless, !
aggressive in manner and outlook. In the pattern ol ih
Quebec is ancestral almost as China itself, with the same
turbable movement of existence in which the generations 1
upand pass away. We others, even the oldest
us, are really the newcomers to the North- Ammuu
Moreover they assert with much bitterness that poli
have been grievously abused. To the English-speaking Canadis
conseription may be the very pledgo of loyal adherence
cause that has emotional attachments to the roots of o
s a British nation, but for the people of Quebeo it has
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¢ and most hateful connotation, They protest that
the last war the enforcement of conseription was fastened
them with a ruthless disregard of their distinctive sensibil-
We are further told that, ever since, this wound to their
has been maintained as an open sore on every election
m, until the very word conseription has become a battle-
against which they are always ready to fight in defence of
rights. All this may be deplorable, as indeed it is, but it
0 be taken into account if we are to understand the mind of

On the other hand, the leaders of Quebee ought to
mderstand the outlook of English-speaking Canada. How far
‘they appreciate the exasperation their attitude of mind
bly ereates when they insist on rights, but say so mm
duties? The isolationist outlook on internatior

§09 5 Tallany that haa aiready troughtiunta the edfs
perils. The French-Canadians should not be astonish-
en their plea that they are ready to defend their native
but not to send any abroad not only irritates but enrages.
, ask members of the majority group, are we going to do
such perverse and defoatist ignorance? Are we to bind our
onal policies by surrender to a doctrine so utterly out of
on o the realities of a great world-confliet, in which we
for our lives? Thus, Canada becomes divided

herself, riven asunder by prejudice and suspicion.
has becomo a problem for Canada, but also for
&u ‘wants to be in the Dominion, but eq\mlly she wants
n apart. She is confronted with the unhappy distrac-
a divided mind. With wise handling and a goodwill
 not degenerate into weakness, we may survive this
n our national life, but clearly the whole question of the
ian future is raised. A foderal constitution endeavours to

groups, distinetive political virtues must be cultivated.
 crisis is the test of its success. Many had hoped that
10 our very existence in the present war might have

| the sense of mutual involvement in a common destiny
d have brought to a worthy fruition all the labors and

that has been in Canada. Tt seems that we

‘Quebec has everything, to lose. We need nothing so
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much as a great renewal of faith in one another, that takes fs
rise in a still deeper confidence in Canada itself, and then the
active promotion of & common understanding between th
estranged sections of our life in this Dominion.

e ruruRs ov xpia developed & now urgency with the f
of Singapore and the Japanese invasion of

Britain had an explicit responsibility for the defence of India.
deliberate policy, in all devolution of authority upon Ind
hands, ultimate control of the armed forces was
imperial authority. But it becamo a matter of gravest p
importance that the Indian people should be united in a sup
effort to repel th
docision was taken that the Indian leaders should be il
from a long pre-occupation with questions of political
by a firm offer of Dominion self-government within the
Commonwealth of Nations.

hus, suddenly, o new and unexpected turn was
the long history of British-Indian relations. The order of int
course hetween the two parties was completely reversed. I
place of Indian demands being pressed on a reluetant
power, the overtures now began from the British sid
discussions were condueted on Indian soil by a British
who was notoriously favourable to the Indian contention
Under these favourable conditions, hopes ran high that |
momentous gesture would not only accomplish its immediat
purpose but would also advance problems that had proved

be & grave mistake to conclude that his mission was a con
failure. Much has been gained: indeed, probably far
satisfactory results have boen attained than would have be
possible under the establishment of Dominion hom
spite of the desperate circumstances under which the
e, thero was no reason to doubt its sincerity. The'

Cabinet was not playing for position. nan

urage,
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tacles to the happiness of the Indian people arise at least

‘much from unresolved disunities among themselves as from

ir attachmont to the British Raj. But, with the coming of

ter times and calmer judgments, a completely new beginning

an be made in a future endeavour to solve the problem of

n government. Such is the great good that has been
iieved by Sir Stafford Cripps's journey to the Orient.

A Chinese wit is credited with the ohservuunn that the
of

vold questions that had trailed across conference after confer-
debate sfter debate, could not be submerged. The im-
that led to the great refusal was an Indian deadlock.

Congress Party wanted more than was offered: the minor-

feared that the overtures went too far. The two antag-

lootrines could not be reconciled, and Sir Stafford Cripps
e home disappointed but hopeful and, so far as we can
leaving no bitterness behind to disturb the future.

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, who speaks us the Congress
" ,mmmnad the intransigent position that Britain has not
 right 10 offer Dominion status to India. The future of

h a pl'ob!am for Indians themselves to settle. His proposal

) call an All-In conference to decide on a constitution

us of government. He cuts the knot of history by
every question open, including that of the British
He himself leaves us in no doubt as to where his
wou.ld lead the destiny of hm people. He believes that
f dissolution, and that this

. Mr. Nehru does not grieve over this spectacle of
My. and from the practical point of view can hardly
d to conccive a great future for his country by
ﬂnﬁonn)np within a political group that must shortly
For him, India must be set freo to shape a new destiny,
pheay is that, as an Amm people, she will have her

s with China and Russ
. Nehru is not shared by all his fellow-
have the guvm fears that the minority groups
b overborne by the Hindu community. And it must be
that the minorities together are really a majority of
ion. They do not like the British rule, but
0 not mﬂdmz confidence in the Congress leaders to
present regulated relations within the Raj for &
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in which all arrange-
ments would be left open and undecided. Moreover, these
led minorities provide India’s warriors, and the real quostion
is not primarily one of India's status, but of her defence. T}
want self- , but within a which will
determined before they begin the new adventure in freedom,
not as a result of the experiment itself.
‘The fears of the minority groups appear to be rather well-
founded when we read of the Congress solemnly dictating if
as one of non-co-operative resistance to the Jap
The non-Hindu groups know very well that the greatest i
Ind.\lll still Mahatma Gnndhl A]lholllh ‘this

unpeda tlwu- prugmu hut tha only final result wml.ld h a
and terrible enslavement. There have been grave defects in
British rule over India, and, as the mission of Sir Stafford Crip

very great change in the whole matter of I
But it must have appeared to the more mod X
the Indian leaders, and especially to her military men,
would be a preposterous act of folly to reverse the pro
emancipation for the sake of
whennwuwba-dopmdmdeahngmth-mﬂo
the Japanese.

In the result (or rather lack of result) of the abortiven

i Rt Frliriy speak, and if they
would not know what to say. There is no need to imj
sincerity of Mr, Nehru, Mr. Gandhi or any of the
leaders of the Indian people, but for whom do they
except the comparatively m.ll voeal group of the i

party declare that the ignorance and
these people is in itself the greatest indictment of British 1
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but this assertion will hardly bear much examination. The
‘bondage of poverty did not hegin with the European conguest.
‘Phe British rule may have brought many sorrows, but it did not
te the principlo of untouchability, or the rigidity of the

msel:

. By a continuation within the
mmonwealth, and with the status of a British dominion, the
ition of the Indian workers would certainly not deteriorate:
there would be considerable hope of their improvement,
the Japanese, with their doctrines of world conquest,
reduce not only the village people but also the proud

ins to a condition of abject slavery.
The inevitable prominence given fo these dramatic
pussions has tended to obscure the xmpurmm share that
had already taken in the war effort. have
ght with their traditional gallantry in all tho eastern
in North Africa, in Syria, in Malaya and Burma.
has provided a vast arsenal for the production of
material. These resources will be of decisive valuo in the
battles that still have to be waged before we can begin to
of any new deal in the East. It soems very apparent that

white domination of the Asiatic continent has come to a
und. bat, in the meantime, we must fight to secure that
stermined

, whatever it may be, is not to be det
1 vhtnry of the Japanese.

0P OF THE RIDGE Was the most encouraging image used

- by Mr. Churchill in an unofficial speech delivered at Leeds

the month of May, The Prime Ministor was describing

onditions then reached in the course of the war. With his

eity for eloquent speech, he compressed into a vivid and

‘pieture almost a history of the conflict. The eye of

ner was invited to see a climber making a toilsome and

aseent, but as the traveller raises his head, he catches o

of the crest, when he realizes not only that the going will

mo easier, but, as Mr. Churchill himself suggested, an
‘prospect will open up before his gaze.

Churehill's meuphor is heartening for sevara.l reasons—

mainly because of the speaker

mm of our comuon cause, but ho has nevar indulged

 with flattering words. On the contrary, no voice has

m proclaiming more consistently the difficulties we must
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encounter, or the prodigious efforts that must be made before we

can begin 5o much as to speak of viotory. Then the British
lmders words lend support to a growing sense of confidence
among omalm that the balance of power at last is beginning
10 tip on ot "There are substantial grounds for an assurance
that w'h.\ln the end of the conflict is still obscure, it is cortain, and
perhaps nearer than wo daro to anticipate. As yet, we have won
no great victories, and possibly we may have to endure more
humiliating defeats, but in our hearts we now can say as never
before “Hitler cannot win!"

Chief among the sources of our assurance is our ability
o “say mot that we have conquered but that we survive.
Nearly three years of warfare have ellpud bringing disasters
and defeats that would have surpassed all imagination when we
entered the conflict. Up to date, we have not won a
vnemry. worthy of the name. Our valour has consisted in endur-
ance aguinst overwhelming odds, and a will to maintain the fight
even when deiven: from stronghold aftar stronghold. The war
began with what seemed the incredible alliance between

running the Bast of Europe, and when Germany tore off her g
cal mask to attack Russia, the Soviet armies could vnly
unbroken and undefeated, to the gates of Moscow and Leni
If anything was needed to provide additions bt
record, it was the desolating do(uu that accompanied A
entrance into the war, to be followed by a serios of dishe
reverses in the Orient at the hands of the Japanese. To
Lwe.i through all this, and still to be alive, is a great cause

o R experience modifies
tampllhm‘l to indulge in optimistic prophecies. There are
great campaigns to be fought during this present
'l‘a-nhla hu.lu will be waged on the soil of Rumn. ‘where
enemy can be caleulated to exert all his powers in an
to burst into the East. The Japanese have still to nv-l
hands. Whatever part they have been assigned in
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will certainly cause, at least, diversions of our allied
d forces to many points on the Pacific fronts, even if they do
add to the already formidable list of their conquests. In
h Africa, the tide of battle ebbs and flows across the desert.
everywlhere, at sea, the grim struggle for naval supremacy
‘be carried on, with its contingent effect on the vital matter
carrying supplies to the corners of the earth. Disaster may
take us at any one of these spheres of action; nevertheless,
mone of them could wo now encounter any final defeat.
Our growth in power to produce materials
ciblo asset. On this North-American continent we think
ly of the immense industrial organization now at work in
ture of armaments, and with illimitable possibilities.
work can go at an increasing tempo until we cover the seas
ith ships, darken the skies with airplanes, and multiply tanks,
and ammunition. Their combined -uenm will be united
hegun to mobilise our
man-power. While the mdmm.l plants of Germany
ed from the air, our work of production and training can

British Tslos, still maintaining a tremendous_ pace,
W minimiso the efforts of India, Australia, South Africa,
Lof Russia also behind her battle-lines. Moreover, we have
(abundance, and a growing means of taking it where it is
“Hunger's savage tooth” may yet bite deeper than any

have materials, and we have the men to use them. There
n times when a sense of numb despair has possessed our

, 88 we contemplated the onward drive of the German
impression was left when we heard of the

now here, now there, always able to assemble

battles .gmm overwhelming odds. But we forget

o
It the Axix powers, unaided and alone. Moanwhile the
nts spread all over the world, and the threat of invasion

itsolf remained. When the Russians came in, their

86 brought no relief, and by tha time the Americans could
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Tho offensive spirit now begins to take shape in forms more

long enough on the defensive. Now we can tune our hearts (0.
another battlesong than that of
“Ho who fihte and runs away,
Can live to fight another day”

Our enemies have no place to which they can run, except home,
said wo scnck parau thatn (hére ikl 1 is 0 doabi OT NN
utter and complete defeat.

are other less measurable but not unsubstanti
sources for our confidence. Wo have a great and good
the defence of humanity. We seck no gains except the I
of enslaved nations, we grasp at no new power except the
to organize the world on wiser lines. Our enemies have no su
moral support. Their plans of conquest, however they
decorated with fine-sounding names—Lebensraum, dynamic o
coptions of history, the re-organization of Asia—aro really dr
of world-mastery, which the human race never

and greatest to all the memorable lessong of history that the way
of transgressors is

WAR PLANNING becomes n moro realistic exercise
the growth of hope concerning an carly victory. The
have been busy ever since the first shots of the war were
and they have kept on with remarkable persistence,
chemes, foundin socitie, wriing books, pubishing

nnd m resolutions. For a time, the

immediate duty—to get on with the war.
ts of what they oft

dreaming are generally L i private phn of

own. ‘Js\nll_v such schemes involve drastic g

i B widely
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that is devuml to the subject, the better result may be
anticipat
All ylms, of course, pre-suppose an allied viotory. We are

ular claims to world-mastery against one another, is
"‘pohhm on which they do not appoar to have provided any
tion. Our immediate task is to secure that such a
shall never arise, although the resultant collision of

erests might have created amusing possibilities. Much will
ad on the nature of our vitory, not only its completeress,

i may bo taken for granted, but the actual alignment of
t participate in it. What, for example, will be the

h of the Soviet Union?  And, how far will a victorious

be eager t0 esplit o chaotic Germany for revolutionary

es to lead o
£l e stand in the mw of fnal battie? What ot
These questions are not raised to obscure the issues—

to point out the xmpundemhle m«mrs that are involved,

fo suggest that whatever plans may bo devised they should
or flexibility within a wide and general approach.

Happily, you eapnot “blue-print” human life, and man-
if given requisite freedom to do so, can generally be counted
10 resist attempts at the process.

‘The more pessimistic of our prophets issue warnings that the

requisite for winning the war inevitably militate

asatisfactory peace. Certainly, you eannot have a major

val without arousing violent emotions. The continent of
will bo no Sunday-School party in the years that

B0 1) Folon, Norsesios, Danea; Ditebunion, Guocha

Greeks be able to think about Germans for a long time to

ome? But these are not the main grounds on which our gloomy
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the possible dangers fo which they uttract attention. (1) Liberty.

with totalitarianism—it is tho meumd of imposition and ¢
‘motive from which it springs that es a test of its
value. Nevertheless, the heightened pnlmu.l devotion requ
for  supremo war effort cannot be long maintained. To su
action there is likely to be equal and opposite reaction. ke
ness and anarehy may ensue upon a time of excited industry as
regulated life. This brings us to deal with the second argu
of the foreboding mind. (2) We are certainly piling up
troubles that seem to defy all accepted theories of the &
‘While we in Canada are financing much of our own war &
tures from current revenues, nevertheless, we are o
enormous debts in the form of collective borrowing from
Moreover,
for which we shall never be paid. But with the example of
ternational debts created by the last war before us, perhap
should not be unduly concerned. What the war has reveale
usis the amazing capacity of a nation to organize itself for m
an umerzent need. Wage-controls nnd ‘price-ceilings have
ly aceepted, with a curtailment of many articles that

long ‘ago had appeared to get beyond the stage of being re
as luxuries. It seems that the best solution of our in
problems will be that of maintaining a war-time econo
quite a time after the war is over. If we do, there are real
bilities of returning to a more peaceful order without d
sudden collapse.

Our major problems in post-war planning are not
with our internal order, but with a new it
national affairs. This war is the culmination of a long rat]
Revolution in the world of nations. It is essential to h
to the Leaguo of Nations and the causes of its failure.
futility of the Geneva plan lay not in itself, neither in theo
in practice, but in the nations that adopted it—by far
‘majority of the earth’s peoples, even when we excl:
must the United States of America. No first-class

he League idea, with its limitations on nati

eignty md its pledges to act in concert for common de
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. Streit, in his famous book, has endeavoured to fasten the
e for failuro on tho very principlo of the League. Ho is

is not alone in name, but in ideals. There must be an
tance of the rulo of law in international affairs, based on a
en a will to surrender sovereign

. The bonds that unite the citizens of

dividual states must bo extendod to apply to nations. And,

military power at i disposal to iy et
g of such a plan is the main post-war task.

The cconomio lifo has come to oceupy a new importanc in
The rapid dovelopment in productive capacity
; Ioﬂowod upon the growth of inventive skill. The means of
betwoen nations has become moro rapid, so that

pintardopendence of nations has mado ts ppearauce.
ding up of a new international order—
o order of capital. At ono time, men like Sir Norman Angel
Epieiad that tho raations roated by nternational capital
intimate that lhuy would actually m&ks for

e To-day wo aro not so sure. - International capiti

political boundaries with the ery “Workers of the

Ty Mk planatis 1 mist be lont SMed

that men often think with their stomachs and keep their

cionces in pocket-books. Economic problems, if unresalved,
wreok the finest schemes of new world-huilding.

The suceess of post-war planning will depend, above all,

tho extent to which wo are ablo to register genuine civilized

rogress by the growth of a now spirit in man. An international

deponds upon the emergonce of humanity as an ides.

ely, the only hopeful solution for economic questions is the

t roduction is for the use of men and not for the ‘benefit

ip, and a re-directing of public opinion through long-term
es of education.
LA




