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Mark Your Calendars — Upcoming Events
Fall Fest is Fast Approaching:

Wednesday, October 21
The DSU'’s Fall Fest Presents; Yuk Yuks Bluenose Comedy Tour

ffeaturing Mark Little, Mark Walker, and Peter Anthony @ the Grawood

Thursday, October 22

The DSU’s Fall Fest Presents; How to Survive a Zombie Apocalypse
Seminar @ the Grawood

The DSU’s Fall Fest Presents; Live performances by Dan Mangan and
\Will Currie & The Country French (both groups also performing at the

Halifax Pop Explosion) @ the T-Room

The DSU’s Fall Fest Presents; Molson Canadian Rocks live big ticket
performance @ the Grawood

The DSU’s Fall Fest Presents; Fall Fest Trivia Night @ the T-Room

Saturday, October 24
UFC 104 (FREE) @ the Grawood

Wednesday, October 28

Dalhousie’s Got Talent (for real this time) & $0.30 wing night
@ the Grawood

Take advantage of Tiger Patrol:

Tiger Patrol is a student-staffed, walk-home and patrol service that operates on Universityj
property. For the shuttle schedule and more information on the service please visit the Tigeq
Patrol website: http://fm.dal.ca/tigerbus.htm

incerely,

P.S. Don't forget to follow us on Twitter: @dalstudentunion,
nd visit us at www.dsu.ca
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LSAT MCAT
GMAT GRE

Preparation Seminars

¢ Complete 30-Hour Seminars

¢ Convenient Weekend Schedule
¢ Proven Test-Taking Strategies

* Experienced Course Instructors
¢ Comprehensive Study Materials

¢ Simulated Practice Exams
¢ Limited Class Size

* Free Repeat Policy

¢ Personal Tutoring Available

* Thousands of Satisfied Students

COMIX 8 CURIOSITIES

9262 Sackville Street
downtown Halifax
Tel.425-2140

strangeadventures.com

Tovs, eames, manea & more!

=ij2m The widest
- & wisest
selection!

OXFORD SEMINARS

1-800-269-6719
416-924-3240

www.oxfordseminars.ca
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Joshua Boyter
Editor in Chief

t is hard to go downtown in Halifax with-

out hearing live music ooze from every

concrete crack. It's harder still for anyone
under 19 to enjoy this music.

After four years in this city, I have seen
my fair share of concerts — often from be-
hind a lens. Concerts form a pulsating
backbone we all ride and dance. But this
tune is often an exclusive one. Live mu-

sic is mostly secluded inside Halifax bars
where teenage music lovers cant listen.
And there is a definite lack of all age venues.

By not catering to these underage pa-
trons, the music scene loses a key demo-

graphic. These listeners are the future of

our scene. If we don't nurture them with
strong venues and strong acts, we may lose
dedicated music audiences forever. While
many can purchase CDs or play MP3s and
experience the music within their homes,
it does little justice compared to seeing a

KIT KAT PIZZA

DONAIRS - SUBS - SEAFOOD

429-3223 or 425-2229
2314 Gottingen St., Halifax

Buy a 16" pizza
. w/works for $14.99
get 9” garlic fingers
for $1.99
16" pepperoni
pizza for
$9.95
or 2 for $18.99
2 med.
w/3 toppings
$16.99
3 small donairs
for $8.99 plus tax

pizzas

live band. Pumping adrenaline and jostling
sweaty bodies are part of the experience.

Music bridges gaps between people, but
we often split them up again through a divi-
sion of age. All-ages venues are extremely
important for many teenagers. Music is a
form of escape, and it builds camaraderie

among patrons. It forms an integral part of

the teen years — often defining them. Halifax’s

lack of all-ages spaces is an insurmountable
wall that stifles the drive of a young listener.
It is up to the city, venue owners and

Letter from the Editor in Chief

Letter from the Edito

HALIFAX’S 19-PLUS TUNE IS GETTING OLD

concert promoters to develop new all-ages
spaces. These spaces need not be large, but
they should be inclusive. It is important
that these all-ages venues do not alienate
older patrons. We can no longer afford to
split the scene between young and old. We
have to make a concerted effort to bridge
the divide. By denoting more concerts as
all-ages and making music festivals — such
as The Pop Explosion — even more acces-
sible to a younger demographic, we can
build a stronger music scene here in Halifax.

T YELLOWFLAG.CA.

S

NOVA

Health Promotion
and Protection

PG

Joshua Boyter Editor in Chief
editor@dalgazette.com

In the near future, I hope to see the city
support a new all ages venue other than The
Pavilion and The Rock Garden. Its impor-
tant that we continue to invest in the young
culture of our city. All-ages venues offer a
platform for people to enter the scene, learn
from the older music lovers in attendance and
build strong musical senses. We need to culti-
vate the drive of younger generations, or the
scene may well become stale and irrelevant.
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Music money to dry up

Changes to the Canadian Music Fund might
damage Halifax music scene

Joshua Brown
News Confributor

he Canadian Music Fund will be infused

with new cash come April 2010. But it

will also be pruned of the Canadian Mu-
sical Diversity program.

The restructuring, announced in -July,
will include an extra $9.85 million a year,
bumping the fund’s budget to $27.6 million
until 2014. But it eliminates funding to the
Canadian Musical Diversity program. This
program has helped pay for the production
and distribution of specialized non-com-
mercial music, like jazz, folk and classical.

The Government of -Canada said the
changes will protect the financial stability and
digital shift of Canadas arts and culture sector.

Eligible recipients are Canadian artists,
ensembles or. bands, independent record
producers, incorporated record compa-
nies and record distribution companies.

Heritage Canada said the changes will
make more money available to commer-
cial artists with international recognition.

The money will help increase the visibility
of Canadian music on the Internet and in m-
ternational markets, James Moore, minister
of Canadian heritage and official languages
said in July, when he announced the decision.

“The generates  bil
lions of dollars’ worth of economic activ-
ity every year. Our government is proud
to offer greater stability in these uncertain
economic times by stabilizing resources
dedicated to Canadian music, while help-
ing maintain thousands of jobs,” Moore said.

But local industry leaders are not con-
fident that the changes will be for the best.

“The council is supposed to take care
of people that are valuable to the culture,
hugely valuable, like classical and jazz,
said Kasia Morrison, communications di-
rector at JazzEast, the non-profit’ group
that organizes the Atlantic Jazz Festival.

“Byremovingmoneyforspecializedrecords,

music  industry

they've given up whatsoever on any kind of

way for local musicians to get their music out”

Nova Scotia is well known for its diverse
folk art-
ists in the province still borrow liberally

music H\(!UNU'\‘ (:()H‘L‘In[)()l'.”"\
from Celtic and Scottish musical traditions.

The province has produced major commer-
cial artists such as the Rita McNeil, the Rankin
Family and Joel Plaskett. The large student
population and concentration of bars in Hali-
fax also supportsa vibrant independent scene.

“Its probably one of the most impor-
tant fundamental programs we have in
Canada for Music, said Ken MacKay,
president of the Atlantic Federation of
Musicians, about the Diversity Fund.

“If you're a growing band, you go for any-
thing you can get, and a lot of those bands
could use that money when they're trying to
make a name for themselves,’ said MacKay.

Moore  said the  changes to
the fund were made in consulta-
tion with musicians and producers.

But Adam Fine, the former execu-
tive director of JazzEast, said the musi-
cians he knows were in
opposition to cutting the program.

‘I cant imagine musician  would
be in support of that decision,’ he said.
Fine doesnt think the cuts will end
any careers but said it will make things

unanimous

any

harder  for independent  musicians
“‘Budgets are going to be considerably
smaller; Fine said. “Youre not going to
see people spending $10,000 on a record.
“You'e going to see musicians taking more
risks on themselves,” he said. “Musicians al-
ways have ways of getting projects made.
Halifax musician Paul Cram has’ applied
for and received money from the program.
“l cant apply any more he

says. “I usually apply to make records’
His group, the Paul Cram Quintet, made

a record in 2001 and played the Jazz Agosto
Festival in Lisbon. They also toured Canada.
“Without that record that would

have been rather difficult! he says.
“That'particular program is very valuable in
terms of creating a Canadian profile abroad”

|
i
|
|
|
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News

Gazette News covers Dalhousie
and the greater Halifax community.
Contributions are welcome!

Email Bethany or Lucy at
news@dalgazette.com

News

Bethany Horne News Editor
news@dalgazette.com

Music from and for the heart

How Dr. Ron Stewart’s passion shapes the Music-in-Medicine program

Hayley Paquette
News Contribufor

usic or medicine: why not both?

Dalhousie University has integrat-

ed these two seemingly opposite
paths into Music-in-Medicine.

The program has evolved under a man
who has accomplished more in his lifetime
than most could hope for. Officer of the Or-
der of Canada. Former Nova Scotia health
minister. Cape Breton-born piper. Not to
mention the plethora of awards and acknowl-
edgements of achievement. Dr. Ronald Stew-
art’s CV reads a life of accomplishment, dedi-
cation to community and a passion for music.

What really drives Stewart is his abil-
ity to teach medicine through music.

“Music does have a certain-element we can
usefor teaching purposesand for purposesthat
we believe are important to the understand-
ing and practice of medicine, says Stewart.

As an example of music’s role in medi-
cine, Stewart tells the story of the inven-
tion of the stethoscope. A musician,
RTH. Laénnec, created the tool and later
became the first pulmonary physician.

“We now do not attempt to teach facts. In-

| stead we teach where to go to get facts, and

BOOKS

for Critical

6265 Quinpool Road
(902) 422-3544 www.outsidethelinesbooks.com

The Bottom Feeder presents “We Were Fhmmblc"by.)enmr-arookeBorgor(Purt2012):Afuﬂvnlwascomlmbmn.mdﬂnchywncahbnﬂngIuarrlval.ﬂunwouldbeaguest list, which we were certainly not on.

B

how to problem solve, because with constant
advancements in knowledge and technology
the facts are always changing;’ says Stewart.

Although the humanities have always
been a part of medical education, they
have only been drawn to the forefront of
medicine over the past couple decades.

“With the advancements of technol-
ogy (physicians) are facing ethical chal-
lenges that were not in existence back in
the 1950s and 1960s, says Stewart. “For
instance, reproductive technologies, eu-
thanasia and artificially prolonging lives”

Understanding a deeper re-
gion of ethics is essential to the prac-
tice of medicine today, Stewart says.

‘We want students to learn about
their own emotions and how to express
them. It is important for a physician to
be able to express themselves; the appro-
priate touch, look and communication”

The program helps medical students
develop the expression and observation
skills. crucial to the practice of medicine.
Chorale singing is proven to decrease
stress levels, providing a release " from
the demands in professional education.

Music is  inherent in  medi-
cal practice, . he adds.

“When (physicians) examine people, they
are listening quite often to musical sounds.
They listen to the heart sounds, which are
musical sounds produced by vibrations’

Dr. Ronald Stewart has been a medical pioneer, a politician and a physiclan, but his current pas-

sion Is Music-in-Medicine. |Photo by Abram Gutscher

The Music-in-Medicine program involves
a more active I'(’Ii\ll()nShl[) l)t‘[\\'(‘('n stu-
dents and faculty members. Its also tailored
ta the participants of that particular year.

“If there are students who play a cer-
tain instrument - or have a certain tal-
ent or interest, we try to incorporate
that into the program” says Stewart.

The program is home to the male aca-
pella group the TestosterTones, the cham-
ber choir The Ultrasounds, the Dalhousie
Medical School Chorale and even a Celtic
band that jams in the University Club.

It has an enrollment of about 150 medi-
cal students, mostly first- and second-year.

But about 90 per cent of the medical stu-
dents still have some sort of association with
the program. This includes direct and indi-
rect participation, like allc‘ndlng a concert.
Faculty members, physicians and alumni
are also involved, making the program a
big hit in the realms of the medical school.

“People who have a broader outlook of
themselves and life in general will practice
better observation abilities, and medicine
is very much being able to subtly see the
signs that might indicate that something is
going wrong,’ he says. “But mainly its the
ability to empathize ant reach out to peo-
ple, which is fostered by the humanities”

it turned out entering the
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- HALIFAX COALITION

_ AGAINST POVERTY |

Picket signs and office supplles were left behind when HCAP was evicted this summer. [Phoio by Pau Balite

HCAP shifts location, philosophy

Halifax Coalition Against Poverty gets re-organized

Y

Lucy SENGIgY ST rrmaw T anem
News Editor
T

he familiar sign with the bold words

“Halifax Coalition Against Poverty” is

still attached above the street-level office
front at 2420 Agricola St.

But now, red curtains are drawn across
the large storm window. A peek through
window on the door reveals a few boxes,
a desk, a computer chair and a couple
of picket signs, one with the words “We
Unite 2 Protest & Fight 4 Human Rights”

This is what is left of the old anti-
poverty organization, also called HCAP.

The non-profit political and advocacy
group has changed over the past year, says
HCAP advocacy coordinator Susan LeFort.
Severallong-standingmembers haveresigned.

Last summer, HCAP moved out of
their office into a place above The Printer,
right across the street. They had received
an eviction notice from the landlord of the
cold, mouldy building. For many mem-
bers, that move was the last straw to a tir-
ing re-organization process, LeFort says.

“That particular incident really made a lot
of people stressed out and depressed,” she
says. “(They said), Fine, we just won't have
HCAP anymore because, you know what, I
just can't put up with this bullshit anymore”

Jill Ratcliffe, one of HCAPs found-
ing members, says she left partly because
the group strayed from its initial focus.

The group formed in 2001 as the Halifax
Anti-Poverty Initiative before changing to
HCAP in 2004. It has held direct-action po-
litical campaigns on issues like social assis-
tance and rent control. Over time, the group
started providing advocacy services for land-
lord-tenant and social assistance disputes.

But Ratcliffe says this shift towards ad-
vocacy work detracted from the more
straight-forward direct action approach.
“We realized that our action didn't match

TR i

our political philosophy! she says, adding
that she’s still supports HCAP. But it just.
isn't “in line with anything I want to be doing
politically’

Ratcliffe says she also drifted from the
group because shes adopted other projects.
Other members left for similar reasons.

Without anyone left to run the organi-
zation, LeFort planned to open an office
for advocacy services. But she received
between 35 and 40 e-mails and phone
calls asking her to keep HCAP run-
ning. So she searched for a new location.

To get to LeForts office now, you have
to climb 20 cement stairs and a walk to
the end of a hallway past several offices.
A sign with the letters “"HCAP" stencilled
on coloured paper is taped to the door.

LeFort took on administrative duties
when the move happened. Shes been man-
aging the office and financials, but says
what she really enjoys is the advocacy work.

James, a former member who has had
run-ins with the police and doesn't want his
last name used, says advocacy is important,
but he would like to see a different angle.

“I could do advocacy work 24-7 until
the day 1 die, but there’s always going to be
more people who need better housing, more
money in order to feed themselves, buy
medicine, take care of themselves,” he says.

‘Advocacy work just won't get that. Its
a real band-aid solution to what we view or

associate as economic or political problems” .

James was a member for a couple of years,
but has not participated since last December.
He says “underlying tensions” were present in
the organization before the eviction notice.

Last winter, HCAP occupied the De-
partment of Community Services: during a
protest to maintain government funding for
Pendleton Place, an emergency shelter. Both
James and LeFort say this put the organiza-
tion at bad terms with the department. In
turn, this made advocacy work more difficult.

" “People saw a pretty big disconnect
between doing service work ... and be-
ing a political organization| James says.
LeFort says she understands the ten-
sion between advocacy and activism.
“I think that if youre choosing to do
advocacy ‘and then ... you are also turn-
ing around and doing the office occupa-
tion of the Department of Community
Services, theres a conflict there; she says.
She hopes the group can put more focus
on solving individual issues as they arise.
“I've always believed political action
comes from the human condition and
not from political ideologies” she says.
“When youte talking about grassroots,
you have ‘to deal with it individually”
First, she needs to find a meet-
ing place for the first HCAP gen-
eral meeting at the end of this month.
In the past, you could walk by the old loca-
tion and see anywhere from five to 30 people
inside, bundled up in winter coats, hats and
mittens, with visible breath. They might have
been making picket signs or debating the
details of a protest. The 2420 Agricola St. of-
fice hosted regular meetings, but was only
heated enough to keep the pipes running.
The new location is heated, but too small
for a meeting place. The room is almost as
empty as the old location is now. Two com-
puters, each perched on its own desk, sit on
either side of the room. A legless table rests
on milk cartons next to a black filing cabinet.
The website has not changed over the
past year. But neither has the phone number,
so people can still contact the organization.
Six people have taken an interest in
volunteering for administrative work says
LeFort. She also hopes to secure more
funding and work with the Department
of Community Services to make amends.
“Its a kind of re-group, so we
can re-establish ourselves as an or-
ganization and move forward.

—— o - e

News

Switching schools will be easier in Atlantic Canada

Universities and colleges sign agreement that will help students

Sarah Ratchford
CUP Atlantic Bureau Chief

REDERICTON (CUP) — Post-secondary

institutions in the Atlantic region have

signed a Memorandum of Understand-
ing (MOU) to make the process of transferring
schools easier within the region, by creating more
official transfer agreements bétween and among
Atlantic schools.

Peter Halpin, executive director of the Associa-
tionof Atlantic Universities (AAU),saystheagree-
ment ismeant to formalize the process of transfers
between community colleges and universities.

The MOU was developed so that stu-
dents would not have to repeat former learn-
ing experiences. According to the document,
the agreement also provides students with
“the opportunity to complete and/or fur-
ther their post-secondary training in the At
lantic region to the greatest degree possible”

Twenty-two institutions across all four At
lantic provinces have signed the agreement

“The purpose was to, in an official and public
way, make clear that the working relationship be
tweencommunity collegesanduniversitiesisopen
to collaboration and co-operation; says Halpin.

Halpin says it is important that the
public, and éspecially students in Atlan-
tic Canada, understand the agreement.

“Thisis very muchabout students. Its designed
so that students have mobility within our region
to transfer between the respective institutions.’

The agreement, which. came into effect as
of June 1,2009, has been an ongoing process.

Halpin says it took time to set out the prin-
ciples of the agreement in a collaborative fashion.

Details the actual

surrounding trans

fers will differ from school to school.

“Every university has its own policies
and qualifying standards! Halpin explains.

He says that agreements already exist be-
tween schools like the University of Prince
Edward Island and Holland College, and that
the MOU will be a “recognition of programs
and the flow of students back and forth’

The MOU wil
ing longstanding ;1grc£-menls.

Patsy MacDonald is the college registrar
for all 13 Nova Scotia Community College
(NSCC) campuses.- Her job is to help with the
consistency of policy across the campuses, as

well as to work within the different schools

honour  exist-

“Its nice to have this written in an MOU
I think theres been a lot of cooperation be
tween universities and colleges without the
agreement in place, (so) this will just aid stu
dents to transfer more ‘seamlessly, she says.

Whenasked if the MOU has hadanimpacton
registration thus far, MacDonald responded that
it's still too early to tell, but that “theres optimism.

| think what were looking for is looking
that students dont have to repeat learning
They can take when theyve achieved at uni
versity and bring it to college and vice versa’

MacDonald  says that both
and colleges in' the Atlantic region are plan-
ning to work harder to make the transition
from school to school easier on students.

She says this will broaden the possibilities for
a thorough education in the Atlantic provinces.

‘From a regional point of view, is in
the interest of our region to ensure seam-
between community
universities;  says ~ Halpin

universities

less  integration
colleges  and

AUCC calls for more federal money

One and a half billion dollars, for a start

Emma Godmere
CUP Ottawa Bureau Chief

TTAWA (CUP) - The Associa-

tion of Universities and Colleges of

Canada (AUCC) has presented a
briefing to the House of Commons standing
committee on finance in hopes that millions of
dollars will be set aside for government grant-
ing agencies, international student recruitment
strategies, and Aboriginal student support in
next year's federal budget.

On Oct. 8, Paul Davidson, President and
CEO of the AUCC, spoke to committee mem-
bers in a follow-up report to their pre-budget
recommendations from this past August.

“Now that short-term stimulus efforts have
helped Canada emerge from the recession,
Canada must continue to invest in generating
knowledge, read Davidsons speaking notes
from Oct. 8. “Our population is aging. We
must be more productive so that proportion-
ally fewer workers can support our society”

In their pre-budget submissions sent to the
finance committee on Aug. 14, the AUCC
outlined three recommendations, which
included investments in research through
federal granting agencies, financial support
for Aboriginal students, and funding for an
international student recruitment strategy.

“This is part of the Budget 2010 process;’
noted AUCC VP National Affairs André Du-
lude. The Oct. 8 briefing “was really to pres-
ent the three requests — we were asked to
go in with three priorities, three (requests).

Fach of the three requests included
a five-year plan to direct the funding. In
terms of research support, the AUCC has
proposed. investing $400 million each year
for the first two years, starting in 2010,

ST R

and subsequently investing $250 mil-
lion per year in the three following years.

“We would seek an increase of $1.5 bil-
lion in total in first the core programs of the
three granting councils; Dulude explained.
“They had a budget reduction last year of five
per cent, so were hoping that this year the
government will come up with an increase
for direct and institutional costs, as well as
more investments into post-doctoral fellows”

‘The AUCC has also proposed a pilot project
fund to help universities promote completion
of secondary school in Aboriginal communi-
ties, with the ideal plan of funneling $65 mil-
lion into the fund for the first year, and $55

- million in each of the four years thereafter. The

AUCCSs international recruitment strategy
involves investing $20 million per year for five
years to promote Canadian universities abroad.

“I must say that all parties were extremely
receptive yesterday, Dulude said about the
Oct. 8 committee presentation. He further ex-
plained that the AUCC will continue to work
with the government for the next month and
a half to provide cost breakdowns for each of
the three requests, followed by further con-
sultations with the university and political
communities, resulting in a formal submission
to the Minister of Finance by late November.

The biggest federal investment in post-
secondary education of late has been the $2
billion from January's federal budget that was
earmarked for the Knowledge Infrastructure
Program. The program has already helped
kick off nearly 400 construction projects at
campuses across the country, according to
the government’s Sept. 28 economic update.
The AUCC is expected to release a report
card on the impact of the Knowledge In-
frastructire Program in the coming weeks.

S S
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Gazette Features publishes one
long feature or two short features
every week. Email Tim at features@
dalgazette.com to pitch anidea.
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Teachers’ strike at NSCC looming

Frustrated students fear for the future

Tim Mitchell
Features Editor

ith the imminent threat of a

teacher’s strike at the Nova Scotia

Community College (NSCC), one
student, Eric Lortie, is concerned for his edu-
cational future.

“My feelings towards the strike probably
mirror that of most students. We're all a mix
of apprehensive, angry and upset. No one
who takes their education seriously thinks
its a good thing," says Lortie, a first-year in-
formation technology student at NSCC.

There are more than 25,000 NSCC stu-
dents at 13 campuses across Nova Sco-
tia’ who would be affected by the strike.

“I have mixed feelings as to how it's been
handled by the administration and staff. I've
probably been harder and less supporting of
the faculty than I should, but that's because a
strike vote is, to my mind, them saying, "We
are more important than the students’ Al-

though, from their point of view, they are-

There are 760 faculty members and
165 support staff at NSCC who could
take to the picket lines on Oct. 20 if an
agreement cant be made with the ad-
ministration at the community college

The teachers want more money. The
school’s administration says they dont have
any for them, but the province might. The
province isnt saying much of anything
yet. Meanwhile, students across the prov-
ince are standing on the sidelines, wait-
ing to see if they can keep going to class.

NSCC and the Nova Scotia Teacher’s
Union (NSTU) have been at the bargain-
ing table for 16 months trying to negotiate
wages, and teachers have been left with-
out a contract since Aug. 31.They want a
29 per cent wage increase for two years,
and improved health benefits. It would
be the same deal that public school teach-
ers in Nova Scotia received last year

Negotiations reached a stalemate in June,
and as a result, on Sept. 22, more than 90 per
cent of union members voted in favour of a
strike. They have been in a legal position to
strike since Sept. 25. There is, however, still
a chance that the strike can be averted. If so,
classes can resume as usual after Sept. 20.

Alexis Allen, President of NSTU speaks
for the teachers and support staff for the
community college. She has given an ultima-
tum to the administration and the province:
agree to binding arbitration, or the strike is on.

- “Were asking that the wminister (of

education). and the community col-
lege agree to binding arbitration, and

Come Oct. 20, NSCC may be as dysfunctional as this sign.

we call the strike offf says Allen.

If the college and the department of
education agree to enter into binding arbi-
tration with the teacher’s union, it means
that an independent third party would
settle the dispute, and all three parties
would have to live with what was decided.

“It has never been our intent to disrupt
the education of 25,000 students and impact
the economie viability of the Nova Scotia
Commuuity College, says Allen. “We just
want a fair and equitable settlement for our
members, however that can be achieved”

But the administration at NSCC says

nscc

Akerley Campus

Photo by Pau Balite

that there is not enough money in the bud-
get to afford what the faculty is asking for.

“They feel its a fairness principle;’ says
Gina Brown, director of communica-
tions and marketing for NSCC. “But we
have a finite amount of money in terms
of our mandate, so thats where we are’

She- says the community col-
lege - administration  will  consider
entering  into  binding  arbitration.

“Our goal is to avoid a strike, it’s as simple
as that. So we're willing to look at all options.
We are willing to look at binding arbitra-
tion, but theres one thing that we all have

to keep in mind with binding arbitration, is

that it will require the consent of three par
ties. That's NSTU, NSCC and the govern-
ment. If an arbitrator is assigned, we all have
to accept the outcome of the arbitration.
If that's the case we all have to live with the
outcome and that means that the govern
ment might have to provide more resourc
es to meet that outcome, whatever it is’
The community college is looking to the
provincial government for fanding assistance.
“We have a finite amount of money from
the government and that's what we've got to
work with. We just don't have any room there,

We have to work within our fiscal means!
The provincial government is trying to
stay out of negotiations; but Nova Scotia Pre
mier Darrell Dexter has stated that they will
consider entering into binding arbitration
“With anytime there’s potential for a strike,
were concerned, says Dan Harrison, media
spokesperson for the Department of Educa-
tion. “That's why we're encouraging both sides
to get together and try to reach an agree
ment. We have a lot of respect for the collec-
tive bargaining process and this is a process
that we shouldnt be subjecting ourselves in"
The province has a $54 million reserve
set aside in the budget for anticipated wage
increases of public servants, but Harrison
couldn' say if the government would con-
sider using some of the funds to help teachers.
If the strike does happen, the com-
munity college administration says it has
a contingency plan for students. Even
though classes would be suspended, some
resources would still be made available.
“We will keep the campuses open wher-
ever possible, and the things that would be
open would be libraries, learning commons,
computer labs, cafeterias, book stores, cen-
tres for student success, and some class
rooms wherever possible. But there would
be no classes held, so what were going to
do is encourage students to keep working
away at their work. They won't have any fac
ulty involved, but they can join study groups
and work on assignments and things like
that. So were going to do everything we
can to help maintain some place for them
to go if they require that, but it's not obliga
tory — its a service to them,’ says Brown
It is too soon to tell if the administration
would have to refund students’ tuition in the
event of a prolonged strike, but all parties in
volved hope that it won't have to come to that
“We would really love to avoid a strike
says Brown. “l mean weve got 25,000
learners that were trying to help receive
an education so thats our big focus’
When it comes right down to it, no wants
a strike. Teachers and support staff would be
left without students, the community college
campuses would be left unproductive and the
province could lose a significant portion of its
educated workforce. If all parties can meet
in the middle and come to an agreement
soon, then a strike can be avoided, and stu-
dents like Eric Lortie can keep going to class
“This whole .ordeal seems unnecessary,
says Lortie. “Theyre debating teachers’
salaries as if it were a significant amount of
money, when compared te how much this
will cost us (the students) in other ways.
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received wrist bands that would allow us to come and go from our street as we pleased. “Please help yourself to the food and drink, for the inconvenience” the guard offered. And so we did. The five of us,

there was something right. We were new; to the




Kaley Kennedy
Opinions Editor

hen I was 15, my life was school,

work and shows. My friends, the

music 1 listened to, the people |
dated — everything about growing up revolved
around those three things. I don't mean to get
all sentimental or anything, but going to con-
certs as a young teen changed my life.

Even though I grew up in a different prov-
ince, I doubt my experience is much differ-
ent from other show-goers. Finding a sense
of belonging is important for young people,
and music — like religion, politics and sports
— is one way that people gather together.

‘It is really important to support the all
ages scene, and make sure we help people
in high school and junior high feel like they
are a part of the broader music scene;’ says
Waye Mason, executive director of The
Halifax Pop Explosion, who started go-
ing to shows in Halifix when he was 15.

Despite the clear benefits of support-
ing young people who play in bands and at-
tend shows — not only does it do a lot for
the culture of the city, it also helps build sup-
portive communities for youth — organiz-
ing all ages events continues to be a struggle.

For this years Pop Explosion, about
10 of the about 40 shows are open to all
ages. In the past, the festival has even in-
cluded an all-ages pass specifically aimed at
under-aged music lovers who were look-
ing for a deal. Its not available this year.

“We have a lot parents call to ask, s it
safe?” And it is!” Mason says of all-ages shows.
“The kind of teens that want to go see a punk
band or a hip-hop show often look forward to
those types of shows for months in advance”

Mason says that while booking all ages
shows has never been particularly easy in
Halifax, its become more difficult since the
Alcohol and Gaming Authority took away all
ages shows in licensed venues two years ago.

“In Ontario, they are able to do all-ages
shows in a bar, so you have a PA and a stage
and you can use it twice in a day; once for
an all ages show; once later in the bar show;’
Mason explains.

Under current liquor laws in Nova Scotia,
under-age young people cannot enter most
licensed establishments. Even where excep-
tions exist, they can only be there with a par-
ent or guardian, and have to leave by 9 p.m.

By making it almost-impossible for bars to
hold events that underage folks can attend,
bands looking to play shows that are open
to the under 19 crowd have limited options.

Thats not to say that there arent spaces to
have all-ages shows. :

Concert venues like the Rebecca Cohn
and the Halifax Forum are good spaces to
hold larger events that will attract a bigger
crowd, but the costs of these venues have
them reserved for more mainstream art-
ists. All ages shows are also commonly held
in churches and church halls, an option that
while technically open, is often expensive.

Mind the age gap

Organizing all-ages events still a challenge in Halifax
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Desplie the demand for all-ages spaces, The Pavilion is Hallfax's only dedicated under-19 venue.

|Photo by Abram Gutscher
The Pavilion, that concrete box you may or
may not have noticed in the South Commons, is
the city's only dedicated all-ages venue. It's stan-
dard to see large groups of young people hang-
ingout there on the weekend, and ifyoure walk-
ing by, it’s hard to miss the sound of punk and
metal bands often emanating from the space.
Unfortunately, the citys concentration
on cost recovery makes it difficult for the
venue to stay afloat. In 2003, the Pavilion
was forced to close because it didnt have
enough power outlets and no visible civic
number. As a result of these small infractions,
the space was closed for about two years,
In many cities, including this one, house
shows have often served as an alternative to
bar shows. While not everyones got a home
thats suitable for shows, nor are backyard
shows an all-season option here in Canada,
house shows can provide a cheap and vi-
able alternative option to the available venues.
Sadly, the police are cracking down on
noise complaints, leaving house shows a
risky option for many. When the cops are
shutting down house shows at 5 p.m. that
have been discussed with local neighbours,
it becomes clear that theyre not inter-
ested in letting the house show scene grow.
For me, whats hardest about.the current
strategy of ghettoizing all ages shows to a small
set of venues makes it more difficult for there
to be mixing of people who are of age and folks
whoaren. Peopleunder 19 gotoall-ages shows,

while people who are over 19 go to bar shows.
There are so many ways that the city and
the province could improve the conditions for
building music scenes that cross the age of 19 di-
vide. The government could provide grantsand
incentives for small business owners and com-
munity centres-to hold all ages concerts, or to
hold open mic nights, or to provide subsidized
practice spaces. It could let all-ages shows hap-
pen in bars, and it could extend wet/dry privi-
leges beyond special events and universities.
At the end of the day, these measures
could help defray the main challenge when
putting on shows: the price. Since organiz-
ers can only rely on the cover price at the
door to recover costs, tickets for all ages
shows are often higher than bar shows, and
at 15, your allowance or part-time job prob-
ably doesn't leave you with the cash to regu-
larly afford the $10 to $20 or more ticket price.
Sadly, it seems that the city and prov-
ince would prefer to focus their health
and safety strategy on banning smok-
ing from every public space and having
the police stake out the skate park on the
Halifax Commons for helmet infractions.
Supporting more projects that strive
to build a stronger music community,
that bridge the divide between those of us
who are of age and our under-age friends,
might also lead to healthier, happier young
people, who have more support to make it *
through the growing pains of adolescence.

Opinions

Gazette Opinions welcomes any
opinion backed up with facts, but
we don't publish rants. Email Kaley
at opinions@dalgazette.com to
confribute.

Going

Kaley Kennedy Opinions Editor
opinions@dalgazette.com
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Levied societies serve the greater good

Emily Davidson
Opinions Contributor

hese days, the university doesnt seem

like the great public institution it's

cracked up to be. For the most part we,
as students, don't have a say in what we learn
or how we learn it. Beyond making choices
between course offerings, you have little con-
trol over what is taught in the classroom and
what research is conducted. Students aren't
involved in setting the curriculum, deciding
how their work will be evaluated or determin-
ing who will teach at the university.

What is even more troubling is the fact that
Dalhousie’s decision-makers are catering to
private interests. While students are shut out
of the conversation, the administration and the
government are allowing big business to roll
on in. Naming rights in exchange for corporate
sponsorship of new infrastructure develop-
ments and directed comported funding to de-
velop marketable research are just two exam-
ples of how big business speaks on our campus.

[fwe dont like the conversation, or the pow-
ers who control it, students have the power to
change  it. Collectively, -students have more
power, not only to pressure the Dal administra-
tion to listen to student voices, but also to cre-
ate the kind of university students want to see.

Students can make change on campus
that extends into the broader community by
collectively pooling our resources to make
our own independent media, research and
services. For example, student-supported,
levied societies like the Dalhousie Women's
Centre, DalOUT and the Student Accessibil-
ity Fund exist to further collective goals of
a diverse campus free from discrimination.

The Gazette is an example that is close
to home. This fine paper you are reading is
funded by students based on the premise that
student issues need more attention than is pos-
sible in a standard daily, where students are just
one of a_plethora of special interest groups.

Similarly, the Nova Scotia Public Interest
Research Group (NSPIRG) challenges the
corporatizing of the university by creating
a resource for activities that support social
justice over private gain. If you aren't familiar
with the mandate of NSPIRG, the acronym
may seem a little oblique. The group is so
named because it supports local independent
research that is a benefit to the public interest.

Starting in the 1970s, students all across
North America formed campus-based
PIRGs to research social problems -facing
young people and their communities and
to come up with more sustainable and just
solutions. PIRGs "use research and educa-
tion to share some of the power vested in
the university with the broader community.

Despite how you feel during midterms and
exams, students have lives outside of school.

Many students are also workers, parents, and
persons with disabilities. Many students are
impacted by racism, sexism, homophobia and
other forms of oppression. Climbing tuition
fees mean many students are struggling to buy
groceries. Others turn to the military because
it’s the only way they can get an education.
Most PIRGs fulfill their mandate through
funding research and other public education
projects with money that is pooled together
from students at a particular school or in a
particular region. In NSPIRG’ case, a $2 levy
from each student per term provides the bulk
of the money in the organizations budget.
Fees eollected to run various societies
at Dal are democratically decided and can
be democratically repealed as well. After a
levy is secured by a referendum, societies
are assured consistent funding. Consistent
funding means a society can spend student
dollars to uphold the mandate of the orga-
nization and provide services to students
without having to constantly justify the ex-
istence of the society to potential funders.
Paying these fees allows students mem
bership in the organization. And what
makes membership fees different than tu-
ition fees? When you are member you have
a direct say in how your money is spent.
Structures are in place to ensure stu-
dents can get involved, access information
about the societies and can hold elected
executives or board members and staff ac-
countable. These structures are also there so
students can direct the work of the organiza-
tions and institutions they are members of.
Maybe you think that NSPIRG should
take up a new campaign or start a new
working group, but you dont know where
to start. Annual general meetings pro-
vide a great space to talk about what
NSPIRG could do for an upcoming year.
NSPIRG also offers students the option of
opting out of the society, a practice that Dal-
housie students mandated, when they demo-
craticallyvoted to fund NSPIRG throughalevy.
If you're super set on getting back your
$4, come by during our opt-out period. But
before you do, take a minute to think about
what can happen when we work together.
Feedback and concerns are taken seriously by
our board and staff and we are happy to dis-
cuss any issues and concerns with members.
Dalhousie isn't an island after all, and while
most of us won't be students forever, we'll be
citizens for life.

The fall opt-out period runs from Tues-
day, Oct. 14, 2009 until Monday, Nov. 2,
2009 at the NSPIRG office in room 314 of
the Dalhousie Student Union Building.

Emily Davidson is a board member
with NSPIRG.
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Canadian students should welcome, |
not ignore their international peers

David Kumagai
Opinions Columnist

esides healthcare, the cultural mosaic

is perhaps Canadas most celebrated

concept. Universities nationwide, in
cluding Dalhousie, embrace this concept in
their approach toward international students.
But, as many students from abroad realize, en-
trenched tolerance doesnt equate to effusive
friendliness.

Despite  official multiculturalism, or
perhaps because of it, international stu-
dents studying in Canada are often unof-
ficially segregated from Canadian students.

The university does what it can to make
the transition easier: The staff, usually working
adults — not other likeminded 20-something
students — can only do so much to enable a
healthy integration into Haligonian culture.
They can layout the welcome matand offer help
with red tape; after that, its up to other students.
This, friends, is where I think we could use a
lesson in some Rush Hour-esque camaraderie.

For Canadian students, its an overlooked
opportunity and an underappreciated privilege
to show international students a good Cana-
dian time. The university won', and probably
cant, teach appropriate Dome attire or adver-
tise the next retro night at the Paragon. That's
where your friendly neighbourhood domestic
student should be able to offer some advice.

Canadians seem to focus on making in-
ternational students feel comfortable instead
of welcome. We don' stare, but we don'
greet either. The emphasis on comfort comes
at the expense of making international stu-
dents a more valued part of the institution
and a welcomed addition to our social circles.

We herald the fact that international stu-
dents can study here and retain as many
cultural practices as possible as Canadas
defining appeal. How much are both Ca-
nadian and international students losing
by adopting this so-called “Canadian way"
(namely, the encouragement of international
students to do their own thing) in a univer-
sity setting, where the sharing of ideas and
experiences is essential to everyones learning?

The great thing about most Canadian
universities is that you don' have to go on
an exchange to hear perspectives of people
fresh from Germany, the Caribbean, China or
the Middle East — they are all over campus.

We are too willing to disregard the

Reach out fo your Interational classmates. |Photo by Abram Guischer

problems with watching international ~stu-
dents come here, find each other and"ree-
reate their home experiences in isolation.

Travellingtoaforeign country isan awkward
and challenging experience, but that’s a large
part of the appeal and the benefit. It's tough,
dreadful at times, but its character building.

We should help international students
embrace the

awkwardness of being in a

new country. We should support them
through it, rather than simply passively rely-
ing on the tolerance built on our common
support of a near 30-year-old document.

The idea of a cultural mosaic, ingrained
in this generation since primary school,
makes it easy for Canadian students to
stand pat while international students form

their own cliques, societies and clubs, then

spend the rest of their experiences segre-
gated in many ways from Canadian students.

When | was overseas, people were con-
stantly reaching out to me, inviting me to their
homes and eagerly taking my hand in friend-
ship. Many people had upsetting ulterior mo-
tives, but a lot of people were just being friendly
to an awkward Asian guy out of his element.

They showed me how things were done
in their country, scolded me for inappro-

priate behaviour and encouraged me to
enjoy their way of life. They lacked a char-
ter, but nearly compensated in charisma.

Interacting with foreign peers is my favou-
rite part of travelling, and its a shame people
coming here rarely get the sort of embrace
Canadians get in other parts of the world.

Tolerance is no substitute for hospitality.

Indoctrinated with the infallibility of the
('U][UTJI mosaic, we are over eager to let in
ternational students go their own way, do
their own thing, on their own. While the ide-
ology is in place to enable international stu-
dents to recreate their lifestyles, that doesnt
mean we should sit back and neglect genuine
engagement with our international peers.

Multiculturalism is an invaluable as-
pect of the Canadian way, but its value is
lost when it leads to isolated communi-
ties. Dalhousie seems to be a microcosm
of “this Canadian paradox, one that can
be overcome by an outreachéed hand.

David Kumagai writes for The Gazette
on international student issues. He is a
third-year journalism student at the Uni-
versity of King’s College.

LETTER

Re: Reading required to
inspire minds

Public Services staff members at Dalhou-

sie Libraries are observing a significantly el
evated expectation that we will hold copies *

of textbooks and prescribed readings in our
collections and/or on Reserve. Tough eco-

nomic times, a shortage of summer jobs and

the burden of student loans certainly make
it understandable that stadents are reluctant
to pay upwards of $150 for a single textbook.

We appreciate Glenn Blake’s comment
that the library “does not have the budget to
be buying books for each class” Indeed it is
our policy not to purchase textbooks, for a
variety of reasons. Our collections budget is

TO THE

dedicated to acquiring new print and elec-
tronic books and journals, databases, refer-
ence materials, media, etc. to support courses
at Dalhousie. It would be inappropriate for us

“provide access to the recycled, repackaged -
. knowledge published in . textbooks, which -

must be updated annuallyat considerable cost.
To improve the situation for students, we

\attively encourage faculty to put.copies of

textbooks on Reserve. Our subject librarians
contact their departments to ensure they are
taking maximum advantage of our: Reserve
services, and the Circulation Departments
send out reminder emails to faculty in July
concerning their Reserye lists. We also en-
courage regular faculty members to avail
themselves whenever possible of the elec-

EDITOR

tronic resources, e-books and e-journals the
Libraries have acquired, and to incorporate
access to these in their course outlines and
the Dalhousie course management system.

We sympathize with"students regarding
the high cost of textbooks, but are hapeful,
from our own experience with the purchase
of electronic materials, that costs will begin
to fall in the next while as textbook publish-
ers transition to new electronic book formats

accessiblé ‘on the web or through a variety-

of new e-book readers. With the great suc-
cess of iTunes, can iBooks be far behind?

-= ' William Maes, University Librarian

It smells like an election up in Ottawa

Ben Wedge
Staff Coniributor

epending on who you are, the smell of a

pending election ranges from the smell

of coffee brewing as the sun rises up on
a bright new day for the Conservative Party to
the smell of rotten eggs as fall downpours con-
tinue to rain on the Liberal Party.

Ironically, it is Ignatieff who seems to
want the election most.

Canadas political situation is shifting. Mere
months ago, the Conservatives and Liberals
were in a near dead-heat in the polls. Now, the
Conservativesarekissing40 percentinnumer-
ous polls, and the Liberals are well below 30.

What's worse for the Liberals is that their
support has collapsed virtually everywhere.
Conservatives are at 46 per cent in Ontario,
and even have the lead by a few points in
the GTA. Once past Sudbury and head-
ing west, Conservatives enjoy a not-too-
shabby 54 per cent support. Some signs are
pointing to a majority for Stephen Harper.

The good news may not be over for Harp-
er, however. The polls coming out this week,
for the most part, were completed before Oct.
3, the night Harper stepped on stage at the
National Arts Centre to play “With a Little
Help From My Friends” with cellist Yo Yo Ma.

* Harper showed off his piano skills, and
sang much of the song by himself. The positive
reaction to the videos circulating on YouTube
has been nothing short of extraordinary. Much
of the popular press has had nothing negative
to say either, with mostly resounding support
for Harper's move at the fundraising gala.

The move hasnt placated some vot-
ers, who are still up in arms about the sup-
posed funding cuts to the arts. The budge
for the CBC went up 19 per cent between
2006 and 2008, despite losing the contract

to cover the 2010 Vancouver Olympics.

Even the 800 staff members who were
expected to be laid off are being kept.

Other funding cuts, for festivals, tours,
etc, had their funding shifted to depart-
ments Tourism and Heritage.
The rest of the ‘cuts” were cancelled,
in favour of cuts in other departments.

Harper needs to tighten the purse strings
of government soon, in order to prevent us
from getting too close to a Trudeau-style tax-
and-spend government. The sooner the reces-
sion is truly over, the sooner the books will be
back in the black. Hopefully it doesn't take as
long as the most pessimistic predictions say.

The Harper government also committed
$2 billion for post-secondary education facili-
ties alone. Dalhousie and King’s have received
almost $30 million to fix the Life Sciences Cen-
tre and do some work on the air systems over
at King’s. Nova Scotia has received a decent
chunk of change to keep shovels in the ground.

While Harper's post-secondary education
platform could be bolstered, most student
journalists are overlooking his achievements.

This government introduced the first
national system of needs-based grants.
That program will give students from low-
income families as much as $2000 this year
to help pay the cost of their education.

Some of the Conservative governments
tax breaks also target students. The lack of
GST on textbooks saved many students
at least $20 this semester, not much, but
still enough for a night out for many. For
students who dont have access to the U-
Pass, theres also a GST rebate on transit
passes. With GST being the only tax we pay
(well, HST in Nova Scotia), the drop from
7 to 5 percent has been a help to students.

An election this fall

such as

could be a

dream come true for Harper with the

sweet smell of victory on the horizon

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Re: The hole in our health
care

To label the shortage of services for those
with mental health problem as “the hole in
our mental health system” is a kindness. I
think the holes are more like craters. Ser-
vices to the general public are under-funded,
understaffed and are inconsistently available.

I have never met Holly Huntley. I wish I
had. Her passionate advocacy speaks clearly
through her writing. But it is like the two of
us are looking at some figure-ground picture
and agreeing on some things, but seeing dif-
ferent perceptions. Is it a vase? Ts it a woman?

I do know Holly’s boss, Stan Kutcher, who
was interviewed for the article. Stan has col-
laborated with the Counselling Centre. Staff
members here have spent hours volunteering
our time to help with the writing and the ed-
iting of the Transitions book Holly refers to.

I'm glad Holly feels so passionate about
the value of the booklet. Counselling
Centre staff members have also written
publications for which there are insuf-

ficient funds to distribute to all students.

Our centres staff members consult with
various other services when it would be
helpful to serve our students better. Having
good relationships with our mental health
colleagues throughout Metro is essential. Al-
though there are holes and shortages in the
mental health system, many people are work-
ing hard together to provide the best care pos
sible. You would be shocked to learn about the
number of unsung heroes in our systems that
have jumped over holes, refused to acknowl-
edge holes, or have personally filled in holes.

Like Holly, Stan is also a passionate ad-
vocate for mental health consumers. I have
heard him speak at numerous fundraisers
and admire his work and his personal style.
Sometimes it is difficult to understand a sys-
tem at first glance. Whether you are looking
at us as a system with holes or a system with
people stretching to provide the best services
for you, please know we want to be helpful.

-~ Jeanette Hung Career Counselling
services Coordinator; Counselling Services
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tools and publications can help you keep more cash

|n your pocket. Visit www.KnowledgePays.ca.
It pays to know.

Des problémes a étirer votre argent? Nos outils
gratuits et nos publications peuvent vous aider a
économiser. Consultez www.CaRapporte.ca.
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CHINESE RESTAURANT
5972 Spring Garden Rd.

444-T776

WE WOULD LIKE TO WISH YOU ALL
THE BEST OF LUCK
AND WELCOME YOU TO HALIFAX

Fresh food, great price and lots of it!!

EAT IN/TAKE-OUT/DELIVERY
WE ACCEPT DALCARD, CASH, DEBIT OR CREDIT

1St runner up:
“Best of Chinese restaurant 2007, 2008, 2009" the Ceast
Znd runner up: Best Server
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Peter Kelly.

Ali Chemi,
4th year political science student

The floor on drink prices.

Matt Davidson,
polifical science masters student

The police station.

Duwait Fesshayi,

Ist year business student

The clock tower; and local time, specifically.

Early Hutton,
Ist year bachelor of arts student

Dartmouth.

Stephen Lavigne,

2nd year commerce student

High tuition fees.

Ahhmed Nizam,
4th year biochemistry student

Theodore Tugboat: It creeps me out.

Sarah Gilled,
King's foundation year student

Id rather have Halifax blow me.

Maitt Ritchie

Buy ANY Medium pizza-at
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jce and get up:

:
to 3 more-for 55 each!
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Gazette Arts covers cultural
happenings in the Halifax
community. You heard it here first.
Email Laura or Matt at arts@dalga-
zette.com to contribute.

Night by night guide to The Halifax Pop Explosion

Laura Dawe, Arfs Editor
Nicholas Robins, Arfs Contributor

ets explode together! With so many
shows in only five days, your Arts Editor

and culture vulture artist Nicholas Rob-

ins have waded through swampy hangover
brains to provide you with some insight to
help plan your week. Everyone already knows
Girl Talk is not only going to rule, he is also to-
tally sold out. Let’s take a look together at the
bands that are worth seeing that you may or
may not have already watched feature films
about.

Tuesday, Oct. 20 at The Paragon
Crystal Antlers, Red Mass, Dinosaur
Bones, A History Of

Ignite the Explosion at a show headlined by
a band of dudes with a terribly clichéd hipster
band name! Crystal Antlers puts on a wow-
the-crowd, high-energy show that defies de-
fining. They are kind of like Man Man with a
little less carnival. One of the two percussion-
ists does crazy, standing-up shit with cymbals,
a tambourine and hand drums. Live shows
sound a lot more surfy hard rock bangin’ than
their smoother recordings. Red Mass is actu-
ally just a confusing mass of a million writh-
ing Montrealers. Dinosaur Bones are “me-
lodic indie rock” A History Of is “math rock”

Wednesday, Oct. 21 at Coconut Grove
Bruce Peninsula, Valleys, TGTGG, York
Redoubt

This show wins the Wednesday award not
because I love bands with a million beaming
members, not because I love gang-vocals and
not because I love squeaky girl voices on top of
dreamy guitar landscapes. Because I don, re-
ally. What I do love, however; is York Redoubt.
And I love them a lot. It might be somehow
festival-defeating to recommend a local band
when theres all kinds of out-of-towners to
experience for the very first time, but I can-
not stop listening the song “Guilloteens” and |
would pay whatever theyre asking to see it live.
And I will pay that much again two days later.
Thursday, Oct. 22
Thursday is the day. If you want to traverse
the city and drop a trillion dollars and
have your mind blown mega open with
joy and talent and music juice, you could
break this night in two just as it will break
your mouth. In two. A smiling two.

St. Matthews at 8 p.m.
Herman Dune, Julie Doiron

Family fun! Bring your nephew! Your kid
sister! Your grandma! This all-ages show is
all-people friendly. The members of Her-
man Dune are two Parisian brothers who
comprise a sweet (as in saccharine) band of
international acclaim. Their senses of humor
pair well with sentimental song writing. You
should look up the video for “I Wish That

I Could See You Soon’” if you're having an
ennui-filled midterm downer day.

Julie Doiron just keeps putting out bet-
ter and better records, putting on bet-
ter and better shows, getting prettier and
prettier and inspiring her crowds to- drink

tea, ride bikes and play their guitars dirty. |

The Paragon Theatre, 9 p.m.
Cadence Weapon, Think About Life, Old
Folks Home, Jenocide

Think About Life is the band name that
Crystal Antlers wishes it were. Everything
about these guys is so awesome and legit. You
may recognize red haired Graham Van Peltz
because you have a crush on him in his other
band, Miracle Fortress. Think About Life are
blowing up right now. Up and out of Montreal
a la Arcade Fire and Wolf Parade. You may
never get to see them again at this low price.
And, to ice that tall cake with some sweet
beats, Greg Napier of Special Noise will be
drumming with them. Cadence Weapon has
some of the most original rap flow in Canada
and is also Edmonton’s current poet laure-
ate. Jenocide is a stone fox electro babe killer.

Friday Oct 23 at the Toothy Moose
Pterodactyl, Surfer Blood, Play Guitar,
Tomcat Combat

Pterodactyl are a three-piece art rock band
from Brooklyn with a-really bright Myspace
page. They are like the exciting, stripped-
down younger brother of Animal Collective.
Surfer Blood are a low-fi four-piece pop-punk
band from Florida who, presumably, will try
to compete with Pterodactyl for most badass,
energetic, live show. Do they sound like the
Beach Boys? Who doesn't these days! Play
Guitar, from Montreal, are loud and great
and you will probably recognize Christian
Simmons from when he used to rule the
Halifax indie scene in bands like The Bur-
docks, the Hold and Radarfame. Their tight
licks know how to make a crowd jerk around.

Saturday, Oct. 24
St. David’s Church, 12 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Ninth Annual Halifax Zine Fair

This free event is always so life affirming and
fun! Grab a coffee at the market or at Steve-o-

Renos and wander through the arts and minds
of those you know and don' yet know. In ad-
dition to charming, handcrafted literature, you
will have the opportunity to peruse and poten-
tially purchase records, cassettes, magazines,
postcards, handmade stamps, probably some

cute crafty things, comics and all manner of
stuff thats really nutritious for your brain.
St. Matthew’s Church, 9 p.m.
Jenn Grant, Timber Timbre

Timber Timbre is really into this haunted
theme. His music is what the Ghost Bees put

CHEVROLET
CADILLAC

2477 ROBIE

Laura Dawe Arts Ediic

arts@dalgazette.com

on at dinner parties. It's the type of album that
sounds like Halifax, even though the band
is from Toronto. A rainy Atlantic Sunday is
primed for this Devendra Banharty, somber
Randy Newman. Hes good. You should go see
him. You already know you love Jenn Grant.

: 5 BI-WEEKLY
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GET U

STREET * HALIFAX * 4228551

WWW.OREGANSCHEVROLET.COM
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The Danks are the new faces of The Midnight Society. | lustration by Emily Davidson

Are you afraid of comparisons
to seminal garage rock bands?

PEP’s The Danks bring their Strokes influenced melodies

to Halifax

Erica Eades
Staff Contributor
Lo

hile en route to a gig in Sault Ste.
“Marie, front-man*Brohan Moore
took time to speak by phone with

«Ihe Gazette about his indie band The Danks,
their éxperiences on the road, and their new-
ly released album, Are You Afraid of The
Danks?

Hailing from Charlottetown, Moore
has a laidback and friendly personality. He
-began by apologizing for being so tired.

“Sorry, he said. “Its really early right
now — its like, 1230 (in the afternoon)’

Granted, his exhaustion seemed justi-
fied considering that the band has spent
the past week playing shows in British
Columbia, Saskatchewan and  Ontario.

The previous night had also been less than
ideal.

“We had a horrible night in Thunder
Bay! Moore says. ‘Al the hotels around
were full, and we ended up staying next to
this couple who were fighting all night =
so we didnt get very much sleep. Its just
something to laugh about now though”

Moore is The Danks' lead vocalist. His
fellow members include Alec O'Hanley
(guitar and keyboards), Andrew Mac-
Donald (bass) and Phil Maclsaac (drums).

Reviewers often compare their sound to
that of The Strokes, and, according to Moore,
this is not entirely coincidental. He says, “They
were definitely influential to us. I was in grade
ten when (The Strokes’ first album) Is This It
cameout. I wanted to do what they were doing”

Writing in Soundproof Magazine, re-
viewer David Ball calls their sound ‘edgy
Britpop mixed with a not so subtle nod to
the champions of NYCs post-punk revival,
The Strokes, and describes the latest al-
bum as “unbelievably catchy power-pop!

‘Andrew McDonalds chugging bass under-
scores simplistic arrangements;’ Ball writes.
“But the snaking melodies and aggressive
guitars never bury Brohan Moore’s raspy vo-
cals or his sleepy delivery. The album starts

ing the g

st nights of our young |

out like a house on fire and never lets up!

The group is also often compared to fel-
low Charlottetown-based rockers, Two
Hours Traffic. The two bands not only
share-similar musical styles, they also share
two members. O'Hanley and MacDonald
are involved with both bands simultane-
ously, which creates a close association be-
tween The Danks and Two Hours Traffic.

However, Moore hopes listeners will
recognize that they do have their own unique
sound. ‘I mean, theres bound to be some
similarities;’ he says. ‘I guess we all have similar
taste. We're doing our own thing though. We
have a distinct sound and we'e trying to be
original”

That said, Moore cites bands such as The
Buzzcocks, The Unicorns, and The Ramonesas
being highly influential in discovering their per-
sonal sound. This gives the band a harder edge
than their counterparts Two Hours Traffic.

The band released their first full-length
album in June 2009. The title, Are You
Afvaid of The Danks?, is a direct refer-
ence to the popular television show from
the early 1990s, Are You Afraid of the Dark?,
which the band members grew up watching.

As Moore describes, the witty album name
cameentirely by flukeand 1990s nostalgia. “Last
year for Christmas, Liam Corcoran (of Two
Hours Traffic) got me the DVD boxed set of
Are You Afraid of the Dark? We were all joking
about how we should name ouralbum Are You
Afraid of the Danks? — and it just kind of stuck.”

Moore says he writes the core of a num-
ber of their songs, while O'Hanley helps
with the structure. Everyone else adds their
own part. As for what inspires them to write,

. Moore says, “We aim to make good music in

general. | guess our inspiration for this album
was just to make an all around good record”
That and The Midnight Society.

The Daviks will be taking the stage at
Coconut Grove on Oct. 23, along with
Smothered in Hugs, Mardeen and Two

 Hours Traffic, as part fgﬂﬂdﬁx Pop

Explosion.

IR P A

Arts

Ohbijou’s orchestration to hit St. Matthew’s Church

Amy Donovan
Arts Contributor

yrontos Ohbijou sounds kind of like
TBmken Social Scene, only not broken.
Listening to the bands new album,
Beacons, it's not hard to tell they've got it all

together. Their sound is smooth and unique,
with songs flowing effortlessly into one anoth-

er to make something that's relaxing, mellow
and anything but atonal.

Casey Mecija, the band's lead singer, says
Beacons is less sparse than Ohbijous de-
but album, the poetically named Swift Feet
for Troubling Times — and more mature.
“Wee tried to really work on feeling the ar-
rangements more and experimenting with
different sounds.

Though Ohbijou’s sound may no longer be
sparse, the songs are tastefully sparing both in
arrangement and in lyrics — not an easy thing
to accomplish when you've got a six-piece
band. And when the band, fresh off their first
European tour, hits Halifax during next week’s
Pop Explosion, theyll have seven players.

Mecija says the Ohbijou members’
main aim is to be creative with their ar-
rangements. They've got access to a lot
of different instruments and like to make
the most of it. It's probably going to work
as an advantage that their Pop Explosion
show takes place in the atmospheric safe
haven of St. Matthews United Church.

Mecija -~ says Halifax can expect
‘a performance with a lot of mu-
sical dynamics and enthusiasm.

“Were really happy to be there and
were playing with our best friends, The
Acorn, 5@ | think it'll.be a really great show.

Whe#'i”sl&ed what she is looking for-
ward to in Halifax? Well, for one thing,
The Pop Explosion - they've never
played it  before. Otherwise, lobster.

The band has been together for five years,
but it all started with Mecija writing songs in
her bedroom. She got her sisterand her friends
involved, but now the songwriting process
still starts out the same. The difference is that

Ohbijou discuss band dynamics and charity. | lllustration by Emily Davidson

now, after finishing a piece, she brings it to the
band, adding layer upon layer of instruments
until “it becomes an entirely different song”

As if releasing a new album and embarking
on a tour of Europe wasn't enough, this spring
Mecija also has another musical project up
her sleeve, this one in benefit of the Daily
Bread Food Bank of Toronto. Her speech
quickens a little bit when she talks about it.
You can tell she’s proud - she practically ooz-
es enthusiasm while discussing the subject

‘Myself and our drummer James
have this project called Friends in Bell-
woods, its a compilation that we cre-
ated of all of our friends in music”

So far the compilation has raised over
$10,000. Mecija wants to get the word out
to try to raise as much money as possible.

“This is the second edition of the com-
pilation and it has people like Final Fantasy,
Timber Timbre ... just a really amazing com-

Just in time for The Pop Explosion

Emma Teitel
Arts Contributor

ood things can come from learn-
ing the recorder. Take Halifax’s very

own Rich Aucoin.
“I was forced to play it in school, as I guess
wefe all forced to do, and 1 really liked it”
Fortunately though, not too much. The
26-year-old DJ and former Dalhousie stu-
dent usually mixes up to 30 instruments in
his average song, formulating that feel-good
electro-pop sound, or “Beach Boys on crack”
Aucoins got a thing for Brian Wilson.
And itss a good thing. After all, what could
be more endorphin inspiring than vo-

cals and melodies with Beach Boy great-

ness backed up by a raging dance beat?
Maybe babies and unicorns, but Id take
Aucoin anyday. Hes downright dreamy.

And on Oct. 24, he'll play The Pop Explo-
sion (for the third time no less), opening for
Girl Talk at St. Antonios. It's something hes
really excited about for obvious reasons (he’s
been a fan of the main act for quite a while).
. Plus, “The bar is right down thesstreet from
‘my house;” he said. “Maybe I'll have a little
after party”’

A xylophone is one of the many instruments
Aucoin can play. | Emily Davidson

If you've been to a Rich Aucoin show
you know he can throw a party. His first
album Personal Publication was writ-
ten in sync to Dr. Seuss' How the Grinch
Stole Christmas (not the Jim Carey one)
and his live performances include mov-
ing cartoon backdrops and free falling bal-
loons. Like a children’s birthday party with

A spoon full of Rich Aucoin

pilation- of friends that were inspired by’

Thosefriendsarealsoasourceofinspiration
for Ohbijou’s creative process, though Mecija
says it's hard to say who the groups musical
influences are, since it has so many members.

Wherever it comes from, the music that
ends up on Ohibjous records sounds al-
most like their name — reverberating mel-
ancholy that meets somewhere between
new age indie and old world sophistication.

So whered the name come from?

It was ‘sort of like a term of endear-
ment,” says Mecija. “It just was very spon-
taneous and it came out just like sigh-
ing, I guess, and when I thought about
it 1 was like, "Wow, that sounds nice”

Ohbijou will do more than just
sound nice as the band take the stage
with The Acorn at St. Matthew’s
United Church on Friday, Oct. 23.

liquor. He admits though, that sometimes
his exceptional performances can backfire.

On one of his four cross-Canada tours,
Aucoin stopped in Vancouver to perform
at a sushi restaurant by day, and what he
calls “Vancouver’s Gus' Pub” by night. The
venue is called Hokos. All was well until a
special segment in Aucoin's show, in which
he ditches his spot on the stage and ex-
its the building through the front door to
leave the crowd in suspense before smash-
ingly re-entering through the back door

“The only problem (was) that Hoko him-
self was supposed to meet me in the back to
open the door”

So Aucoin ran around the block to Ho-
kos back door. No Hoko. Instead he was
greeted by “a whole whack of crack heads”

Aucoin probably won' be darting out the
St. Antonios door on Oct. 24, but his interior
performance should be excellent and theatri-
cal enough. What's more, it's bound to make
you smile, because Aucoin has no pretensions
about his music. He simply wants you have a
good time. Maybe I should have written this
article two weeks ago for the mental health
issue. Screw drugs, therapy and self help
books. Just get yourself some Rich Aucoin.

ives. Years from now, when we’ve left this place, we'll sail ships to other seasons, when we’re no longer fulfilled by what surrounds us. By the sheer smell of the salty sea. But for now, we have this.
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Jenn Grant looks less like a war bride in real life. | llustration by Emily Davidson

Jenn Grant me some love

Local song spinner to play show at Pop Explosion !

| Sleeps as it is Harvest and Harvest Moon.

Sagan Pope
Arts Confributor

n tour now with her band, Jenn

29-year-old Halifax based

singer-songwriter, is hitting the

stage for the Halifax Pop Explosion at St. Mat-
thew’s Church on Saturday, Oct. 24.

Having

Grant,

successful concerts, exploring
new cities, and experiencing new things are
all Grants' favourite aspects of being on tour.
“New places, new people but then be-
ing able to come home and play,’ says Grant.
WeTe really. excited for the Halifax show”
Only in Halif
back to the U

before performing in Torontoatthe end of No

ax for one day, Grant will head

nited States for four more shows

vember. Grant's tour is a showcase for her new
album, Echoes, which was released this spring

Six Shooter Records, a Toronto based
record label company whose slogan, ‘lifes
too short to listen to shitty music,” made it
possible for Grant and her band to record
Echoes at National Treasures Recording Stu-
dio at Pucks Farm in the country-side of On-
tario — only a 25 minute drive from Toronto.

Grant describes her time on the farm as be-
ingapretty organicexperience’ whereshe was
removed from society for a couple of weeks
while writing and recording her newest album.

KIT KAT PIZZA

DONAIRS - SUBS - SEAFOOD

429-3223 or 4252229
2314 Gottingen St., Halifax

Buy a 16" pizza
w/works for $14.99
get 9” garlic fingers

for $1.99
16" pepperoni
pizza for
$9.95

or 2 for $18.99

2 med. pizzas
w/3 toppings
$16.99

3 small donairs

for $8.99 plus tax

“Six Shooter wanted to make sure |
we recorded somewhere that was con- |
being happy and writing’
‘And having a good time;
Though her lyrics are unique and she

ducive to
says Grant

wears her heart on her sleeve, Grant collabo-
rates with her band members Kinley Dowling
(violin, viola and vocals), Sean MacGillivray
(bass guitar and vocals) and Dave Christensen
(bass clarinet and keyboard) to create their
soft and sweet but upbeat indie melodies.

“They always put their own touch to songs,’
says Grant about recording with her band.

Six Shooter Records discovered Grant and

signed her two years ago. However, Grant has
been performing professionally since the age
of 23. She started playing at venues in Hali-
fax where she found the music scene to be |
very supportive and a growing community.

‘I thought everyone was great,’ says Grant
about the music scene in Halifax. ‘And I fell in |
love with the music scene right from the start.”

Although Grant has only been playing
professionally for six years, she started her
music career early; she has been playing gui-
tar and singing since the age of eight. Grant's
father played the piano and many of her rela-
tives play music as well. So growing up, Grant :
was always surrounded by a love for music.

“Its just something I like to do’

Teach English

Abroad |

TESOL/TESL Teacher Training
Certification Courses

¢ Intensive 60-Hour Program

¢ Classroom Management Techniques

* Detailed Lesson Planning

* ESL Skills Development

¢ Comprehensive Teaching Materials

¢ Interactive Teaching Practicum

¢ Internationally Recognized Certificate
* Teacher Placement Service

* Money-Back Guarantee Included

* Thousands of Satisfied Students

OXFORD SEMINARS
1-800-269-6719/416-924-3240
www.oxfordseminars.ca

| Matthew Ritchie

Assistant Arts Editor

Grade: B

The first Built to Spill album in
three years will come as quite a sur-
prise to fans of the group. This may
be the most clear and concise sound-
ing record of the bands entire ca-
reer, and that is actually a good thing.

The Boise, Idaho band built a strong
following in the American Indie Rock
scene of the 1990s by creating records
that sounded equal parts Neil Young and
Dinosaur Jr. With their new album, There
is No Enemy, the band shows some- of
their most mature songwriting to date.
This album isn't so much Rust Never

Built to Spill

There is No Enemy

The record starts off with a sonic punch
to your sternum. After some synthesizer
manipulation, Built to Spill launch into a
] Mascis-esque freak-out with “Aisle 13"
Doug Martsch and co. screech through
shredding solos and riffs that sound so
easy you wish you thought of them first.

The song also features the lyri-
cal prominence of the theme of men-
tal health, a topic the band (and
The Gazette) has dealt with before.

“No one can see because no one
wants to, see what's in their mind,
warbles Martsch in his characteris-
tic doubled vocals that are a signa-
ture of the band and the Portland, Or-
egon scene that helped birth them.

After the first song the album takes on
anentirely new focusasit switches to coun-
try riffs and acoustic songwriting that is
becoming the band’s forte as they get old-

»n w

“Good ol' Boredom’, “Life’s a Dream”
and ‘Planting Seeds” evoke pastoral tex-
tures sonically and lyrically. The closest
comparison would be that of The Weak-
erthans roots rock and Iron and Wine.

For long time fans of Built to Spill, this
record will have mixed feelings for a lot
of listeners. No track on this album re-
ally captures the same kind of sound
or feeling from past hits like “Carry
the Zero” and “Broken Chairs” But in
the end, that’s alright. With most of the
band reaching its early forties, this al-
bum gives off a more calmed down vibe.

Sure, you won't find any 20-minute
long forays in Crazy Horse style guitar
wizardry, but what this album deliv-
ers is the progression of a band that
has shaped the indie rock climate for
nearly two decades. You can’t fault them
for trying something a little different.

DISTRIBUT
=

g ot of Micmac Mall at the former Future Shop location])

ph: 902 293 2449

fin the park

ORS

Micmac Blivd.

And it’s more than just long nights and bad mornings, it is. It’s important when we’re together. No one else is like this. No one can buy the town and paint it red like us, sneak in and get into trouble for free like us. Young people are a funny breed whose
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Monsters of Folk - Self titled

Matthew Ritchie does? Well, this record is perfect for you.  slide kicks in. The riff is so simple, but isn't
Assistant Arts Editor Each singer takes his own spot behind the - catchy, draining the life out of the M. Ward song
mic for a variety of songs, all under the main [here are a few glorious surprises on
Grade: B- production of Mogis. Each singer has his  this record. Opening track “Dear God (Sin
own unique style, whether it is Oberst's heart  cerely MIOF)" uses an electronic drum beat
A A e it wras arnoured \\‘_rvn('l\mg(h;\wl()r theangelic tonesof thebear ~ and Jim James' atmospheric-reverb soaked
s A% Tecord :wmld B it e s ofa man that is Jim James. However, all song-  drawl to its advantage, giving the track an ee
e 0 ik Mogis Condt (‘)I)('I'.\l i writer’s voices are weighted in a roots-rock back rie sonic texture much like later years Flam
M. Ward under lth MR ground, giving the tones a cohesive sound. This  ing Lips. Fach songwriter takes a turn on
Folk, most pétple sw the-band a5 a Travel adds a lot of variety to the record, but at certain - vocals shaping what is essentially an R&B
Sti7 Willsarye oF SIS coneration. This Wi times what the record really needs is structure.  track into a spiritual psychedelic soundscape
u;n(‘crmr@ R \T()u'\'c B Beanad Wrritten i\nd recorded from 2004 to 2009, this If only the rest of the album

e i lr:n'chng \‘("ill)ur_\"k. et ide gap of time is evident all across the album ~ was as  experimental as the opener -~

cords sound pretty disjointed and chaotic.

That being said, there is still hope. Do you
like My Morning Jacket? Do you like Bright
Eyes? Do you like whatever it is that M. Ward

Rebecca Spence

due to its non-cohesive sound. Some instru-
mentation feels rushed and confusing. A good
example of this is Mogis' slide guitar on “Baby
Boomer’, a country stomping track that sounds
great, but falls flat when Mogiss redundant

For fans of all of these artists, this album will
sound great. If youtre looking for something
that sounds just like My Morning Jacket or just
like Bright Eyes, this album may sound like a
group of ideas as opposed to ideas in motion

Capitalism: A Love Story

with bright, yellow police tape, to arguing with

will die — proving the average American worker

Staff Contributor the building’s security guards when he patheti-  to be worth more dead to a CEO than alive.
cally attempts to make a citizens arrest, Moore's That being said, like all of Moores films, Capi-
antics dppeal only to the lowest common de-  talism is purely one-sided propaganda. Moore

Grade: B-

Michael Moore: You either love him or
you hate him. Personally, Im a fan of his, and
especially of his Oscar-winning Bowling for
Columbine. But Capitalism: A Love Story

~left me in this weird, unpleasant gray area. I
cant remember the last time | saw a film so
poignant, yet so ludicrous at the same time.

Moores problem is that he can' resist being
the star of his own movie. Capitalism’s low
est points are undoubtedly when Moore is on
screen. From circling Goldman Sachs Insurance

Whip It’s a predictable but fun

Emma Tietel
Arts Contributor

Grade: A-

Contrary to popular belief, Whip It is
not Juno on roller-skates. Where Diablo
Cody’s Ellen Page would probably say some-
thing adorably ironic in the face of death, or
some would say worse — teen pregnancy,
Drew Barrymore’s Ellen would spare us the
verbal diarrhea and simply kick some ass.

That is, once her skates are on. For about
the first twenty minutes of the film before
this fateful moment, you wonder if Pages
character, Bliss Cavendar, is a moye stolid
and less funny Juno: bored with no bite.

Granted, her life could use some colour: She
lives in dreary Bodeen Texas with an officious
pageant mom (Marcia Gay Harden) and a be-
nign beer-bellied dad (Daniel Stern) who cant
be bothered to subdue his overbearing wile.
Bliss’ sole refuge is d part time job she shares
with her only friend Pash’ (Alia-Shawkat) at
a swine themed roadside restaurant. Here

conversation is dense with denial of the way they feel.

nominator. I realize that he is trying to make a
point while providing entertainment, but his
shenanigans only serve to weaken his position

Moore is at his best when he stays
out of the film and just lets the simple
tragedy of his subjects make his point.

Evicted families with nowhere to go and bank-
rupt retirees only scratch the surface of Moores
look at the capitalist system from a human
perspective. When he digs deeper; it is chilling
to learn about companies like WalMart taking
out life insurance policies, called ‘dead peasant”
clauses, out on its workers in hopes that they

they trade trials, tease their Mexican manager
whom they tenderly refer to as “Birdman” and
serve the town special: a pulled pork sand-
wich the size of your head. Bliss is not happy.

So, she and mom, and (to her annoyance)
her little sister — who meets with flying co-
lours all her mothers pageant demands to
which Bliss only acquiesces — take to the road
for a little shopping in Austin. It's in a second
hand clothing store that doubles as a head
shop (her mother comments on the “lovely
vases”) that we realize Bliss wont be bored
forever, when a bevy of derby girls roll in bear-
ing breasts, midyiffs and glossy pamphlets:

She instantly falls in love with the sport,
which to my knowledge involves girls in short
skirts skating around a track. Fourof these, two
from each team, are trying to pass as many op-
posing players as possible, sometimes taking
each other by the arm and whipping one an-
other forward (hence the movies namesake).

So Bliss puts on her old skates and
tries out for Austins team, The
Hurl Scouts, whose roster includes direc-
as “Smashley Simp-

worst

tor Drew Barrymore
son’ and rapper. Eve as “Rosa Sparks:

never offers any counterpoints that might un
dermine his argument, much of which is strung
together by a series of assumptions and specula
tions presented as fact. Ultimately, though, Moore
demonstrates why he is a filmmaker and not a
politician. His movie is rich with emotional fervor
that aims to rile up the public and give power to
the proletariat. Unfortunately, considering the
state of the American economy; | doubt the ma-
jority of the proletariat will even have the funds to
pay to see the movie. Now, if Moore distributed
his movie under a “pay what you can” philosophy,
this review might be a whole other love story.

story

Bliss makes the team, meets a cute boy
in a rock band and adopts the alias “Babe
Ruthless” And. she pushes the bitchy girl at
school off a banister. Things are looking up.

It’s refreshing to see Ellen Page develop into
a grittier version of the character she always
plays. Not only does it give her a humility we
haven't seen before, but it also hints thatmaybe
she didn't emerge from the womb taking mild-
ly ironicijabs at people. This could be attributed
to Barrymore, who is hilarious in her role as
a blood-thirsty stoner on skates, but who has
also proven herself to be a competent and in-
telligent director. The movie’s tender moments
are so because they don' slip into melodrama.
Every girlish grievance (and there are many)
is met with tears but never without a laugh.

Whip It is a story we've all heard before:
Teen outcast with but one friend in the world
finds inner strength in an alternative niche, and
in doing so, finds herself. Replace the Roller
derby with step dance or rocket science, and
not much changes. Same story, different extra
curricular activity. But predictability isn't always
a bad thing. Knowing what’ going to happen
can be fun. And Whip It is a whole lot of fun.
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What we really mean to say is, WE DON'T WANT TO SPEND OUR LIVES ALONE. (this just in WE DON’T WANT TO HURT EACH OTHER SO BADLY. (we just happen to) WE DON’T WANT TO BECOME
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Sports

BASEBALL
TIGERS STRUGGLE

SMU beat Mount Allison 48-23 at home. | Photo by liyana Chua

Tigers post four shut-outs
In six games -

Dylan Matthias is a third-
year journalism student at King’s’
Col{ege. He has covered soccer

for The Gazette for the past two
years. He wrote seven stories for the

soccer-themed section this week.

Sports

Gazette Sports covers athletic
events and topics relevant to
Dalhousie. Email Joel at sports@
dalgazette.com to contribute

Joel Tichinoff Sports Editor
sports@dalgazette.com

The end of an era?

Dalhousie bids a fond farewell to Doc Halladay

Joe Wolfond
Sports Contributor

leven years ago, | had the privilege of at-

tending the last game of the Blue Jays'

1998 season. My Jays were a respect-
able 87-74, and though their last-ditch playoff
push had come up short, there was cause for
celebration.

It was the best season our franchise had en-
joyed since winning it all in 1993. Roger Clem-
ens had all but wrapped up his second Cy Young
award in two-years with the club, and wed even
scrappcd our way Into postseason contention
with a franchise-best 11-game win streak in the
seasons final month. 40,000 came out to the Sk-
yDome that afternoon to show their apprecia-
tion for what had been an inspiring campaign.

With the faint glimmer of playoff hope now
squashed, the Jays took the opportunity to give
one of their young upstart pitchers some big
league reps. | was outraged; Clemens was on
four days rest and it was his turn in the rotation.
He_had been dominant all year long, led our
club baek to reputability, and here he was being
robbedachance to personally close the bookson
the season and — in all likelihood — his career in
Toronto. Instead we sent a 21-year-old unknown
by the name of Roy Halladay to the hill, with one
unremarkable major league start under his belt.

After four innings, Id forgotten all about
Roger Clemens. I looked up at the score-
board after every pitch, just to make sure,
and there | saw the two zeroes side by
side in. Detroits line — no runs, no hits.

Here's the amazing thing about a no-hitter in
baseball: it’s feasible enough that you have a hope
of seeing one anytime you tune in to a game, but
rare enough that witnessing one is still unbeliev-
ably special. | had always wanted to see a no-
hitter; every game [ went to I thought about it.
Id keep my fingers crossed until I saw that zero
in the second column turn to a one. Sometimes
it happened on the first pitch of the game, saving
me a mountain of stress and obsessive-compul-
sive glances at the scoreboard every five seconds.

That day, Roy Halladay spared me none of
the anxiety. Heading into the top of the ninth,
the Jays were up 2-0 and the Tigers still hadnt
registered a hit. What made it even more
impressive was that he hadnt even walked
anybody. Only a Felipe Crespo error had
cost young Roy a chance at a perfect game.

Nobody in attendance knew what the
hell was going on. Who was Roy Halladay?
What business did a pup making his second
career start have flirting with perfection?
The stadium was hushed, everyone sucking
in their breaths, waiting to exhale and claim
their own small piece of history, or waiting,
perhaps, for it all to come crumbling down.

Then Roy quickly retired the first two bat-
ters in the ninth, and 40,000 weary fans allowed

themselves to dream. The place erupted. Ey
eryone rose to their feet — just one out stand-
ing between them and the ultimate spectacle,
between Halladay and immortality. Cautious
optimism was replaced by supreme confidence
[ guess it would make it more interesting if |
said [ felt some indeterminate sense of forebod
ing when Bobby Higginson stepped to the plate
as a pinch-hitter; that somehow | knew some-
thing wasnt quite right or that I should have
seen it coming. Retrospection usually works
like that anyway. But I remember thinking be
yond a doubt that Higgs would make the last
out of that game, right up until the moment his
first-pitch drive cleared the left field wall. Then
I just felt sick to my stomach. One swing had
crushed my hopes and drained the life out of
the entire building. When Halladay retired- his
27th batter on the very next pitch, completing
a masterful one-hit, no-walk, 94-pitch gem, |
didn't even notice. It felt like we had already lost.
That missed opportunity doesnt irk me so
much anymore. ['ve come to see the poetry in
the act of falling just shy of perfection. Maybe
I'm just deluding myself because its all I can do
at this point, but I like the fact that that game
left something on the table. And I like thinking
that maybe, just maybe, that near miss gave Roy
the fuel he needed to come back with a ven-
geance and give himself a chance to finish what
he couldnt the first time around. Of course, he
hasn't been able to do so yet, but it's hard to com-
plain about the way the script has played out.
Things got off to a rocky start (in 2000 he was
4-7witha 1064 ERA, the highest ofany pitcher to
ever pitch more than 60 innings in a season) but
soon Roy found his groove, and just two years af-
ter that disastrous 2000 campaign, he was an all-
star: The next year he won the Cy Young. By then
he was “Doc” Halladay, and baseball people were
calling him that without even flinching, despite
it being the great Dwight Goodens old moniker.
Docs last eight major league seasons have
been as good as any pitcher’s in baseball. From
2002 to 2009 he amassed a record of 130-59,
with a 3.13 ERA and an incredible 46 complete
games, easily the most in the majors during that
stretch. He was an all-star in all but one of those
seasons, and finished in the top five in Cy Young
voting five times. But it isnt those numbers that
stand out. What stands out is the fact that I've
felt compelled to monitor every pitch of every
game that Doc’s been on the mound for, be-
cause there has never been a player I've enjoyed
watching more; that when he’ pitching, I don'
mind watching our batters go down in order be-
cause | hate watching him stew and cool off jn

* the.dugout; that even during his most dazzling

performances, even when he’s pitching with a
huge lead, you'l still see him cursing at himself
over seemingly inconsequential mistakes. In
his tenure with the Blue Jays, Doc has exempli-
fied professionalism. His competitive fire has

burned through eleven middling seasons with-
out ever getting a taste of the big dance, and
yet he has never publicly complained about
management or ownership. He has shown im-
mense loyalty to the Blue Jays' organization,
and even amidst a torrent of trade rumours this
summer;, he quietly put together yet another
Cy Young-worthy campaign. Doc has never
demanded anything less than perfection from
himself every day he’s taken the hill in a Jays
uniform. I still like to attribute that in some part
- however small - to that September afternoon
in 1998 when perfection narrowly eluded him.

Now Doc might be on his way out of To-
ronto. With his contract expiring at the end of
next season, it seems inevitable that the Jays will
try to move him and get some valuable assets in
return while they still can. And the one thought
that pervades all the feelings of anger, sadness,
and uncertainty that this impending situation
has evoked, is a wish that we could have done
more for him. Doc never said he wanted out of
Toronto; all he ever asked for was a chance to
win; to play in the postseason. We never gave
him that. I dont know that anything could or
should have been done differently =-we play
in the toughest division in baseball; making the
playoffs is a tall order — but I can't help think-
ing that Doc deserved better. Now well-never
get a chance to see the best.hurler in franchise
history throw a pitch in a Jays uniform when
it matters most. I dont feel cheated so much
as | feel like Doc got cheated. The enduring
memories of the best to ever play the game are
forged in the playoffs. Doc can' claim any vin-
tage performances on the game’s biggest stage,

nor does he have a signature moment that

people can associate him with. Instead, I tell all
my friends about the time I watched Doc al-
most pitch a no-hitter in his second career start.

[f this is in fact the end of Halladay’s Blue Jays
career, he certainly bid us farewell in style. He
posted four complete games in his final six starts,
including a one-hit shutout against the Yankees
and a six-hit shutout against the Mariners in his
last game at home. Then of course there was the
game in Boston, billed as Docs last start as a Jay.
[ watched him take a no-hitter into the bottom
of the sixth inning, the whole time thinking to
myself how wonderfully poetic it would be if
Doc could just take care of that unfinished busi-
ness in his last appearance as a member of our
club. In the end, he scattered three singles over
nine innings in a 12-0 win. Not quite the .story-
book ending I had hoped for, but not far from it.

Doc has a lot of years left in him, and
somewhere, somehow, hell leave his mark
on the MLB. Whether hell avenge the death
of his no-no of 11 years ago is another ques-
tion. But no matter what. uniform he ends
up wearing next year, or 10 years from
now, Il be pulling for him the whole way.
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Women’s hockey season preview Baseball Tigers hunt
for postseason

Connor Dalton
Sports Contributor

ockey season might just be starting,
butt coach Lesley Jordan is already ex-
cited about how her team is shaping
up. Jordan, who is going into her eighth year as
head coach of the Dalhousie women's hockey
team, is hoping for great things in 2009-10. Fin-
ishing the pre-season with a 2-1 record, she has
reason to be optimistic
“We've shown we can be competi-
tive in the league this year says Jordan
After finishing fourth in their divi
sion last year, the coaching staff set out to
strengthen their team during the off-season.
Jordan feels they got what they wanted, and
her team is now a more complete group.

“We've gained a lot of experience in some of

ourolderplayers, saysJordan."We'vealsoadded
some speed and skill with our first-year players”

The team welcomes seven rookies for the
2009-10 season, with five forwards and two de-
fenceadded tolast year'sgroup. These first-years

make the Tigers a much deeper team — exactly
what Jordan wanted after last year’s campaign.

“That's going to be the biggest thing up
front, having that added depth; says Jor-
dan. “We can put anybody in any situation.’

Last year, the Tigers lost 4-1 in the AUS
championship semi-finals to ‘eventual win-
ners Universite de Moncton. They will try
to use that experience when they open up
their season at home against the St. Thom-
as Tommies on Oct. 17. There might be
some new faces on the ice that night, but
the basic approach hasnt changed one bit.

‘We have the same sort of philoso-
phy going into every year says Jordan
“Three things: we want them to play
hard, play smart and play together’

Helping the Tigers this year will be the
experience of their head coach. Jordan is in
Hockey Canadas coaching pool and has ben-
efited greatly from her time coaching at the
National level. At both the U-18 and U-22
levels, Jordan has coached in a wide variety
of roles. She has worked as both a goaltend:

|
ing coach and a video-coach. Exposure to this

elite level of hockey is something she feels
has improved her coaching at Dalhousie
“The players and

notch;” says Jordan. “You get to work with |

coaches are top |

a wide variety of coaches and players so

you get so many different points of view!
The Tigers women'’s hockey team will need

all of that coaching expertise to do well in |

what looks to be a very competitive division
this year. With all seven teams getting stron-
ger during the summer months, the Tigers
won' have any easy games during their season.

The seven teams in the division will be
playing for two berths into the National cham-
pionship. There is an extra spot because it is
being held at St. Francis Xavier this year, one
of the AUS universities. This is guaranteed to
be extra motivation for Jordan and her play-
ers and whatever happens, it should mean
a very close race at the top of the league.

“Any of the seven right now are in the |

running for that other berth,’ says Jordan.

- Nutritional Questions

422-[EASY] 3279

Close to Dalhousie (1 block to main campus)
Works with Dal student insurance.
No referral needed

Halifax Professional Centre

5991 Spring Garden Road

Main Floor (beside Starbucks)

wal
chewed sand, spat glass, the ilk of any twenty:
Stay tuned for in depth looks at five lives, and

ke forever, fighting the looming sunrise,
what they’re escaping from, as the instalments are

Zachary Wilson
Sports Contributor

After a more than disappointing 2008
campaign, this year's version of the Dalhou-
sie men’s baseball team has taken to the field
with a fresh outlook. A handful of veter-
ans and a new coach combined with seven
new players, including a two time national
champion, has team president and start-
ing third baseman Will Stymiest salivating,

“In recent years we've put together clubs
that had what it took to bring home a title.
This year is no different. It's a little presump-
tuous to say that were going to win it all
this early in the season but | have faith in
the guys in our clubhouse,” says Stymiest.

Despite a team full of veterans and
massive expectations, last years club fell
short in the CIBA (Canadian Intercol
legiate Baseball Association) to the UNB
Cougars, who later repeated as National
Champions. The
a National Championship since 1996.

Dalhousie opened the season with back-
to-back double headers. They split a set
with the University of Cape Breton two

ligers have not won

Saturdays ago. The following day they fell
just short in a 10-9 loss to the defending Na-
tional champs UNB before being rained out
in the second half of the two-game series.

Despite a rough opening week, new
coach Dr. Phil Mintern likes what he sees

Tm already impressed with our

group, he says. "Pitching and " defence
are the heart of any solid baseball team,
and I've been impressed with both!

He sees no cause for concern this early
in the season, for ds he puts it, “the first
few games are a real ‘feeling-out’ process’

Mintern knows what it takes to bring
home a championship. He was a member of
the 1996 team and believes that this year’s
squad’ has the makings of a real contender.

“I think we are well put together to be a big
player in the Atlantic Division. I can see this
team gelling really quickly, and playing some
very entertaining baseball leading up to the
playoffs, whereThopeto see bigthings happen”

Stymiest knows the importance of this
season. As a fourth-year student who plans
to attend medical school next year, he re
alizes that there is not a lot of time left

For a lot of these guys, this is thei
last kick at the can and I dont think
that any of them want to leave univer
sity without being able to say- that they
brought home a National Championship

The Atlantic Conference is arguably
the toughest in the country. Fan sup-
port is one of the many problems fac-
ing the Dalhousie squad. On some occa-
sions the bleachers are completely empty.

As Coach Mintern notes, “Our guys would

_ love to see the black and gold fans come out

to support us. Knowing your school is behind
you always brings out the best in an athlete’

MEN’S HOCKEY - PATRICK SWEENEY, #97, Centre
Hometown: Nepean, ON

Degree/Major: BCOMM/Accounting
Favourite pre-game meal: Chicken and pasta
Favourite pump-up song: You're Gonna Go Far Kid
Lucky superstition: Pre-game nop after pre-game meal
Favourife sports heroes: Steve Yzerman and Tiger Woods

WOMEN'S HOCKEY - KAITLYN MCNUTT, #22, Defence %

Hometown: Ottawa, ON

Degree/Major: Chemical Engineering, Co-op Program
Favourite pre-game meal: Grilled chicken on a tossed salad

Favourite pump-up song: Eye of the Tiger

Lucky superstition: Put on my hockey equipment in the same

order for every game

Favourite sp nheiser

and more often than not, staring into it on the way to

-somemlngwhohassommln!wpm-samhandom"_.'“, lvin, mysel

a breakfast that came before our

bedtimes. And for four years we did this to ourselves. We sucked the marrow out of the seasons,
att, Calvin, m , we torched the stars; we shotgunned beers on top of planets. Because we could, because we damn well needed to.

points of view in the coming months.
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THE STORY BEHIND THE IRON RING

Anonymous

The Iron Ring

For those of us studying engineering, the
iron ring often has more significance
than walking across the stage at gradua-
tion. Why is this? Many believe it’s be-
cause engineers are cocky, pompous and
self-righteous and that this ring we are
given is just a way to rub our intelli-
gence into everyone’s face. Well, that’s
not the case. And if that is the case for
some, it’s time they got a wake-up call.

The iron ring and The Ritual of the Call-
ing of an Engineer were designed to as-
sist engineers, young and old, to recog-
nize the importance of their work and
remind them of the impact they can have
-on people’s lives.

After a discussion by seven past presi-
dents of the Engineering Institute of
Canada, it was decided that an organiza-
tion be formed to bring engineers closer
fogether. In the early to mid 1920s Rud-
yard Kipling was approached by Herbert
Haultain to write an obligation and cere-
mony for the binding of all engineers.

The Ritual of the Calling of the Engi-
neer is a secret ceremony. Only desig-
nated engineers are able to attend; the
public, including parents of graduating
engineers, are not able to attend. Be-
cause of that, and that I have never yet
attended myself, the ceremony can’t be
discussed, but the intention of the cere-
mony can be better understood: The
ceremony is intended to direct new
engineers and give them a better under-
standing of the importance and social
significance of the profession they are
entering. The Ritual of the Calling of
an Engineer also reminds experienced
engineers of their responsibility in sup-
porting and offering guidance to the
new engineers. It is at this ceremony
that the iron ring is awarded.

The iron ring, which is, in fact, not
made of iron at all, but stainless steel,
is worn on the pinky finger of the
working hand; if you are left handed,
the ring is worn on your left hand and if
you are right handed, the ring is worn

on your right hand. The ring is merely a-

symbol and serves as a constant re-

minder of the professional obligations
of an engineer. It is not a glamorous
piece of jewelry, but a small represen-
tation of integrity, responsibility and
social impact.

The ring is not, and was not ever, made
from the Quebec bridge, however, the
story truly emphasizes the potential
impact engineers can hold. The Quebec
bridge collapsed twice, killing a total of
85 people, before it was properly
erected in 1917. The failure is believed
to be on account of errors in judgment
of the bridge’s engineers.

When an engineer retires or passes’

away, they are to return their ring to
their local ‘camp’ or provincial engi-
neering organization. The rings are not
to be kept by mourning family mem-
bers as they are a professional symbol,
not a personal possession.

The engineering students «at Dalhousie
are awarded their iron rings at The Rit-
val of the Calling of an Engineer during

National Engineering Week in March.

Students are awarded their ring in the

year in which they finish their studies.
Many students, including myself, finish
classes in December, so get their rings
the previous March, but don’t actually
graduate until May, over a year later.

References:

What’s with that Thingy on my Pinkie?
The Iron Warrior. University of Water-
loo Engineering Society. Accessed Oc-
tober 13, 2009 from: iwar-
rior.uwaterloo.ca/?
module=displaystory&story _id=

1224 &format=html

The Iron Ring; The Ritual of the Call-
ing of an Engineer. Accessed on Octo-
ber 13, 2009 from: ironring.ca

The Ritual of the Calling of an Engi-
neer, an Archaic Symbol or a Meaning-
ful Commitment. fron Ring. APEGGA.
Accessed on October 13, 2009 from:
apegga.org/About/ironr. html

WRITE FOR THE

Anna West
Editor in Chief

The Sextant is looking to get some more
interest. We are always looking for more
writers! Articles can be written on any
topic and be any length There have been
articles pertaining to engineering and the
goings-on on Sexton campus, advertising
for events, political pieces, comical sub-
missions, editorials, you name it! Arti-
cles range are usually average a page in
length, “but this as this is an average,
there are both some shorter and some
longer. Articles can be emailed to sex-
tant@dal.ca and writers get paid $25 an
article!

If you’re not a writer, we have some
open positions as well. Copy editor re-

SEXTANT!

views articles before publishing, lay-
out/design are pretty self explanatory,
people are needed for publicity and
advertising. If you are interested in any
of the above or have a suggestion for a
position not listed, email sex-
tant@dal.ca. Come January the posi-
tion of Editor in Chief (me) will also be
open.

If you are a photographer, a régular
frivia-goer at the T-Room or a poet, we
want to hear from you! It has been sug-
gested to have a pick of the week, and
so you will see this to the right.

If you have any gquestions, concerns or
articles, email sextant@dal.ca.

Picture taken in Mabou, Cape Breton. Anonymous -

Thursday October « Live Music!

Friday October * Trivia

Friday October ¢ Trivia

Thursday October * Live Music!

DSEUSSssester

Every Friday Afternoon EnngEEng in the Design Commons Wear a Sweater Vest for a tree

beer!

Apparel » Belt Buckles (Bronze, Silver and Gold Toned), Key Chains and T-Shirts |

Questions, Comments and to Contribute sextant@dal.ca
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Co-0P CORNER

Important Dates:

e Round I continues until October21, 2009

s Interviews for Round I continue until October
' 22; 2009

Things to Remember:

e The co-op website offers many tips and is very
informative. The website is:

httj? Jwww. engandcompscmoop dal.ca

Visit Sexton Campus's Online Resource dalsexton.ca
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CANADA'S NATIONAL.NEWSPAPER

Three $1000 bursaries up for grabs.

40% off your subscription.

There's never been a
better time to consider a

subscription to The Globe.

_ Prepare for your future with a subscription to
The Globe and Mail, Canada's National Newspaper.
Subscribe to the newspaper read by Canada's decision
makers as well tomorrow's leaders for 40% off the
reqular subscription rate. Keep up to date with national
and international issues, sports, business and arts news
provided by The Globe's award winning journalists.

Visit globeandmail.com/student or call 1-800-387-5400 to subscribe









