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Phenology 

Did you know that Nova Scotia 

mackerel were once described as “pouty 

and greedy”?  Or that certain boulders in 

Nova Scotia survived a storm-tossed 

history? In January 2012, the Dalhousie 

Libraries officially launched the online 

Proceedings of the Nova Scotian 

Institute of Science, one of the 

country’s oldest scientific journals. The 

project makes available free of charge 

on the internet, the first 120 years of the 

publication. During that period, from 

1863 to 1984, some 900 articles were 

published in the journal, representing 

the work of over 400 authors. The online 

Proceedings capture the excitement and 

dedication of natural historians and 

provide insights into biological and 

geological discoveries of early scientists 

in Nova Scotia. The articles can provide 

primary source material for students and 

researchers and will appeal to those 

who enjoy Nova Scotia history. 

Meteorology Rev. David Honeyman  

1817-1889 

 - Frederick Allison, Chief Meteorological Agent 

J. Bernard Gilpin 

1810 - 1892 

“We are not disappointed then  

if we find our fish low in the 

order of intelligence, if we find 

in his pouty and greedy mouth  

a certain resemblance to the 

batrachians or frogs.”  
– On the food fishes of Nova Scotia: 

The mackerel, 1865 

Zoology 

Geology 
On what day were mayflowers  

first seen in NS in 1912? 

Photo: Thousand Eyes Project (in conjunction with the Nova Scotia Museum): Fieldguide: Mayflower 

Accessed 19 May 2012 from: http://www.thousandeyes.ca/english_en/fieldguide.php?itemid=23 

“On the road to Lochaber  

I found what appears to be  

a continuation of the same 

limestone, containing a deposit  

of beautiful brown ochre...”  

- Geology of Antigonish County,    

1867 

Epigaea repens 

“Collections” 

http://www.thousandeyes.ca/english_en/fieldguide.php?itemid=23

