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tive value of the alternatives between which
Lessing makes his decision, Heathendom en-
gaged in a search after God—the greatest, as He
is the source of, Truth—while Christianity re-
vealed Him : which, as a matter of fact, has con-
tributed most to civilization, happiness, and the
realization of all that is possible in and to
humanity ? |

And so with all lesser truths., Let us not be
misled by French contributions to the elucida-
tion of this subject : wisdom gained is not a bird
captive in the hand: though if the metaphor be
insisted on, that good English proverb should be
allowed a hearing which says, that a bird in the
hand is worth ‘two in the bush. Truth is too
difficult of attainment and too precious a pos-
session to be lightly toyed with. In point of
fact, if the inner history of the soul be consulted
in the least degree, one of the most agonizing
moments in a man's life is when he comes to
feel or fear that he has lost hishold upon a truth
—that his principles are false—that there remain
for him only doubt, and anxiety and groping for
light. For the possession of a truth, fancied or

‘real, is the inspiring cause of every energy and

action of a well-ordered life,. Who are the men
whose character and deeds become historic, who
would mould national thought and educate na-
tional opinion, but they who are majestically

onnect

MY UMBRELLA,

OB

It is a painful fact 'that the world is full of
wrecks. They lie bleaching on every shore,
each telling its own sad tale. Perhaps there
is nothing that causes so strange a feeling, as to
climb in among the timbers of a weather-beaten
hulk, There the framework lies, vast and ugly,
like the exhumed ribs of some antediluvian
mastodon. What a contrast between this Emar,
blasted thing, and the haughty queens of the
deep! They, swelling with inborn life, go dash-
ing on; it remains a monument of “some
stormy night, or night-like day,” or of some
sailor’s recklessness,

But there are many wrecks besides those of
ships, dotting the whole land. What these lose.
in greatness, they gain in variety. Doubtless,
to carelessness can be traced, many of the mis-
haps of life. There are days in which the sun
rises sweetly, days that” promise to give happi-
ness. Yet the brightness is quickly hidden,
and in retrospect we would fain hide them with
a drop of ink forever. Perhaps the tea at break-
fast was cold, or the porridge a little too near
boiling point, after passing to that receptacle
that ever cries, “give, give”” It was only a
trifle, yet the sun, moon, and stars seemed to go
wrong too. It is painful to look back and see
how we have failed, miserably, wretchedly, all
because a cloud no bigger than a man’s ha
crossed the face of the sun when risi

Yet some things are peculia

L
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opinion much sooner. We grew together for
years,—1 getting longer and it shorter. This
led to the conclusion that it was on the shady
side of life before 1 started. The difference of
age, however, didn't prevent the best of friend-
ship exsting between us, as is sometimes the case.
The sad tale of loss is easily told. There was
not rain enough falling to keep the wind steady,
hence there was no “ weather” or “lee” side,
or it was all weather side together. It was aday
when old Eurus and all the little Euruses wereout
onreview. No soonerhad I opened the umbrelia
“to the breeze,” than the breeze took it. There
was ne time for action, no time to.call for help,
“the last ray quivered on the” convex “dial
plate of its doom,” and in an instant it turned
into an inverted parachute. I went home sad,
but wiser by one lesson—never expose the weak
point of a friend. R.

INFLUENCE OF MAN.

It'is midnight. Our study is quiet. Nothing
breaks the dull monotony, save the howling of
the wind outside, and the splash of falling rain
~just the time I like to write for the GAZETTE.
Tired of study, we have laid aside our books,
and as we take our pen to write, the association
of ideas brings up the happy days of the past,
when books were forgotten and we could follow
our own inclinations toa greater extent than pre-
sent employment permits. We think of past

tions and their various results—some satis-

—others, of course, décidedly.the reverse.
o trace the ‘motives of our actiens and

sed to find many are due to the
s. The world seems

) A

¢

he be as if he had never lived, yet his influence
survives, and his

e distant footsteps eche
Through the corridors of time.”

For himself too, he would find it difficult tobreak
the ties that joined him to society,forget acquaint-
ances and the wish to “ mix again with action.”

It seems strange that persons of no distinc-
tion whatever should exert a lasting influence,
but that such is the case, is evident.  For proof,
we need only refer to history. How Homer's
Illiad, composed probably by a travelliag bard,
has influenced the world! Historyis filled with
names of men whose influence still remains
powerful as ever. If we turn to the church for
examples, we have only to mention the Apostles
and their Great Master, or ceming down to more
modern times, we may point to Luther, Knog,
and the great names of the Reformation. The
influence of such men is still felt- more strongly
than when they lived, and will centinue to affect
thee church throughout her remaining history.

“Time, the common lot of mortals, lies in
Lethe’s wave.” One of our poets has well
expressed it ; yet in many cases individuals ate
remembered for ages after they have passed
from this to another state of existence, in which,
perhaps, to exert influence greater and more
powerful, in proportion as mental powers have
been enlarged and strengthened. The influence
of the humblest of our race too, we think, re-
mains long after its possessor has entered the
unknown state which human knowledge cannot
explore, but which we must all, sooner or later,
investigate for ourselves. That such influence
survives, any one who considers the subject for
a moment will admit It may not be extended -
to a large number of mankind, yet some are cer+
tainly subject to it—more perhaps than we would
at first suppose, If we could travel back through.
past ages and know their different generations,
or view the beings of the unseen future to

at shall creatures dawn behold,” -
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IT has been said, probably more than once,

and no doubt with truth, that “exercise is the

grand law of development.”” No one that has
any experience in cultivating either the physical,
mental, or moral powers of himself or others,
can fail to notice the truth and force of this pro-
position, All the parts of the body increase in
strength, and becomes capable of performing
greater and more difficult labours, according as
the strength already possessed. is put into acti-
he mind, by a judicious exercise of its

rasp greater ideas, and

possibly be derived from all such exercises as
Joot-ball, la-crosse, base-ball, cricket, boat-racing,
Lymnastic performances, and many others of the
same nature, is the muscular development aris-
ing from the bodily exercise, which these sports
necessarily involve ; and yet in how many cases
‘are these engaged in, with that object in view?
Many take part in them, merely for the fun and
excitement always connected with such games;
and many others, simply to pass away time, for
which they imagine they have no other use. And

 granting that some have the desire of strength-

ening their bodies ; yet for what purpose is that
physical force coveted ? Is it that they may be
better able to perform the duties which are re-
quired of them in their several spheres of labour ?
Is it that their minds may be more energetic on
account of the vigorous condition of their bodily
frame—that their intellect may partake of the
energy of their limbs, and enable them to ad«
vance more rapidly in mental culture ?  If these
questions can be answered in the affirmative,
then these sports and exercises are certainly use-
ful, and ought to be encouraged. But we are
persuaded that very few have these laudable ob-

lished far and wide, and even

.
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mortal, by those exploits which have made him
notorious ? What good has been done for man-
kind by such men as George Brown and those
who vainly contended with him for a useless re-
nown ?

Physical exercise is good, if undertaken for
good objects, whether to strengthen the body
for its duty, or, by means of it, to improve the
mind ; but beware of the deceitfulness of the de-
sire to be considered great in those things which
are of no real good to ourselves or others, and
defeat the legimate object for which they are
sought.

Elocution Simplified is the title of a neat little
book lately published by the firm of Lee & Shep-
ard, Boston. The author of this treatise is Mr,
Kobes, a Graduate of Boston University School
of Oratory. The design of the writer in pre-
paring this book was to produce a methodical,
practical, and brief digest of elocution ; and com-
prised within the narrow limits of ninety octavo
pages, the result of his labors is given to the
world. After careful examination we can say
that he has done his work well. We admire the
systematic arrangement of matter which per-
vades the whole. - This is one of the chief char-
acteristics of the book. The style is pleasant;
the rules plain and easily remembered; the
xpla neither too elaborate nor yet un-

are retained, but the most are new; while the
very hackneyed ones are altogether omitted. We
think, however, that the author has committed a
mistake in not giving selections suitable for
declamation. If he would take in hand to add
40 or 50 pages of extracts from the best orators,

the value of the book would be enhanced in-
definitely, at least to Students.

In Part four hints are given to the amateur
orator or reader, who is about to make his first
appearance before an audience; precepts are
laid down for his guidance, the gist of which is
nowhere better expressed than in Hamlet’s ad-
vice to the player—* let your own discretion be
your tutor ; suit the action to the word, the
word to the action ; with this special observance,
that you o'erstep not the modesty of nature.”
Defects of speech are discussed—on stuttering :
—“When you have too slow thought and too
rapid speech, you have stuttering ; for the tongue
keeps moving all the time while the thought is
coming, and repeats syllables or words. Make
the mind of the stutterer move faster, and the
tongue talk slower . . . . . know what
you wish to say before you attempt to say it.”

We recommend this book to those who wish
to become proficient in the art of elocution.
They will find it interesting, and, if they follow
the instructions therein contained, not unprofit-
able reading. |

SCRAPS ON LANGUAGE.

- ScrHooL-Bovs are wont to believe that the
rules of grammar exist of themselves, that as
they were, so they are; and will continue to be,
‘the models by which tyros and others are to be
d in composition. But is this the case?

/e, upon whom a brighter light has dawned,
 know that the best authors shape the ends of
& text-books—that as literature takes up new
tions, syntax shifts its ground, and Mentor:
ws the footsteps of its great guide in

 wanderings of thou
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though difficult to explain, and hard to trace,
is none the less real, and has none the less
influence_upon the tone of man's customs and
morals. The botanist can explain the pro-
cesses which take place in the growth of
the plant; the geologist can read the history
of the rocks ; but the linguist has to satisfy his
cravings after the discovery of the golden trea-
sures of his science with mere theories. |
The faculty of speech comes directly from
“ the Giver of every-good and perfect gift,” and
hence it is less easy to define its scientific posi-
tion. Language is not a mere conventionality.
The “ ourang-outang ” theory has long since
been condemned to oblivion, and- the man who
would now attempt to resurrect” it from its
“long home,” for purposes other than anatomical,
would be looked upon as an idiot, The truth is,
“God gave man language, just as He gave him
reason . . ¢ Man is not a mere speaking
machine.” Language is truly the instrument of
thought, and, we believe, “the nutriment of
thought.”  Our lungs may be in perfectly good
condition, and our general health be excellent,
‘but place us in the Black Hole of Calcutta, and
the spark of life will soon be extinguished.
- 1n this world of change and motion, we care
not for passive mechanisms, A living, acting
principle alone appeals to our reason, and pre-
sents a pleasure, which it were needless to dwell
upoh. Do away with such an acting, living,
principle, and you may as well obliterate from
h; 1 memory all that is choice and
ature. Regarding Homer's 1liad,
' great Epics whose praises have

current of lang

The poet Fletcher said that others might
make the /azos of a country, while he would
make its somgs, and all experience approves the
wisdom of the utterance, When the Spartans
were hard pressed in the Messenian war, they
sent to Athens for a general. The Athenians,
in contempt, sent Tyrtaeus, a lame school-mas-
ter, who, however, possessed the gift of lyric song
in a wonderful degree. So much did his war-
odes inspire the drooping courage of the Spar-
tans, that complete victory rewarded their efforts,
“Language is the pedigree of nations” If
the morality of the founders of a ‘nation be of a
somewhat pure character, if 'a substratum of
thoughtfulness exist in any marked degree, the
result is, that the language of their descendants
will long continue to exhibit that impress of true
nobility of thought handed down to them by
their ancestors. No less is it true that, .
“ Words, like nature, half reveal
And half conceal the soul within.” ,
“ Language most shows a man ; speak that 1
may see thee! It springs out of the most re-
tired and secret parts of us, and is the image of
the parent of 1t, the mind. No glass rendersa
man’s form and likeness so true as his speech.”
Linguistic writers have conclusively proved that
the degeneracy of not a few modern nations has
resulted from the ick
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of time.

Foreigners were never successful in keeping
the German tribes in subjection for any length
Commerce, which bears with it many
blessings, often brings vice into the midst of a
people not enervated by contact with what is
degrading. The Germans, whose morals were
of a comparatively pure character, do not seem
to have suffered in this way.  Tacitus speaks of
them in the highest terms of praise. We are
amazed at the wonderful success that attended
the arms of the German Empire in the Franco-
Prussian war of a few years ago, but our aston-
ishment ceases when we know that Charles V.,
who was acquainted with most of the languages
of Europe said that German was the language
of soldiers. ‘ o

The English language, in its historical as-
sociations, is a. most interesting study. It is far
more important to understand these than to be
imimamlgr acquainted with the “battles, sieges,
fortunes,” through which kings, lords, commons
and people have passed. Says Archbishop
Trench in his first lecture on the *Study of
Words,” “There are cases in which more know-
ledge of more value may be conveyed | by the
history of a word than by the history of a cam-
paign.” A great author has said, “ In our m‘dgw
nary language there are several excellent phrases.
and metaphors to be met with, of which ghe;:
beauty is withered by age, and the colour sullied
by too_common handling; but that takes no-
thi m the relish to an understanding man,
' T rogate from the glory of those

_authors, who, 'tis likely, first brought
ds into that lustre.”

One beginning to read Shakspeare is struck
with the number of phrases which he meets, that
have been familiar to him from childhood. They
have become common property. ’I”hei English
poets delight in extolling the immortai bard of
Avon. How far his vocabulary has influenced
the national literature, we can better appreciate
than compute. We must not do injustice to
Milton by omitting to notice the beneficial re-
sults of the study of his sacred effusions upon
the “faith and morals of the nation.” When one
who is almost a national poet, embodies in his
poetry the religious beliefs of his (:mmtrymezri
we must expect to see the faith endeared, stil
more, if possible, to the hearts of the people.
Notwithstanding the laxity of his later theologi-
cal views, which Professor Lyall has recently
noticed in an instructive and lucid paper on a
“Personal Trinity,” Milton will stand out as
one of the pillars of English Christianity. If
Pope’s sentiment could have force anywhere,
here it holds:

* For modes of Faith let graceless zealots {ight,’ '
His can’t be wrong, whose life is in the right.

—Read by G. L. George, at a Union meeting of
the Excelsior and Kritosophian Societies, Decem-
ber 141h., 1877.

Correspondence.

HarLirax, Dec. 8tH, 1877.

To the Editors of the Dalhousie Gazetle:

DEAR Sirs,—In some numbers of the Morn-
ing Chronicle published in August last, attention
was called to the imperfections of the work on
English Grammar, which has been prescribed fw
use in our schools hy the Council of Public In-
struction. This is well ; but it should have mbﬁm
done two or three years ago, and it would have
een, had I not thought thata Council that could
prescribe so poora book, to the exclusio f many
more suitable, would be quite i d@ t

‘ A mere correspondent, One ¢
ym;iw urn: pgs ‘however,
 taken up the matter in its ec
 But, as there is a di¢
yut which nothing has

#
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his work, I feel that I am taking no unwarrant-
able liberty. An attempt is made in this Gram-
mar to give explanations of some existing inflec-
tions, by reference to forms in Anglo-Saxon, It
i to these explanations especially that I wish to
direct attention.
I quote a section : -
“68. One form of the Anglo-Saxon plural ended in en-
Xfﬂl;am iff;;: ?;rg? e¢xamples crfg this in our language ; as ox,
__The A, S. ending referred to was not en. And
if it had been this would account only for such a
word as oxen. It can never explain the plural of
the word man ; for, though the plural of ox is
oxen, the plural of man is not man-en, which it
would be according to this explanation. The
reason is plain. The ez of the word men is not
an “ending,” but a part of the stem or theme
or word itself. To see that the two words given
as examples under the same would-be explana-
tion are totally different in kind does not require
m::n:::h scholarship. I may also add that Seet,
mice, and Zeeth, are not noticed in this book, yet
those who understand the matter know that these
words belong to the same class as the word men,
and are to be explained in the same way. Again
quote : ) |
“69. Another plur i ded i '
warﬁgzrwl) Fwttrpwm?éaﬁ:‘g?nxld%&é fp?érgngxe&i;nw@, (gggkx;
Lag?g @ggzlzgg ggif ﬁ}rg is now isagm in the word cAil reem,
. h Mﬁw g‘t gg mtiaﬁaéi gf fégxp;& ural terminations, the » of
There was no such'A.S, « ending” as ., The
7 was part, not of a plural “ending,” but of the
ngthened . There are not then two
‘ kildren, which would be

Section 18 3 treats of the infinitive and the word
to prefixed to it. There is no need of taking up

r&f@{ to the section and see that it is direct]

and impliedly erroneous. The great difficulty of
this part of English grammar is known to all
who have carefully investigated and considered
the subject, and so, of course, to our author ; but
yet he has dismissed it with a few lines, and
these not to the point. What the infinitive is
in modern English ; what are its various forms,
what earlier forms these represent or are
derived from ; whether from A.S. forms at all ;
whether in such phrases, as they do speak, and
they will walk, speak and walk are infinitives ;
what the # in in the so-called infinitive is, where
it came from, and why it is there ; whether any
of the words ending in -sng, and generally bear-
ing the name of participles are in reality infini-
tives, and how such words arose,~—all these and

many more are important and difficult points of
this subject, bt very few of them have been dis-
cussed at all in this book, and even these not
correctly. It is sometimes desirable that an

author should know the difficulties of his sub-

ject: that is when he wants his book to be of
value. Again it is sometimes desirable to have

no such knowledge, that is when one wishes to

write a book without labor and perplexity.

‘There are a few more references to A.S, but
they are either comparatively unimportant or in-
correct. Of these “explanations” I may say

deed. B # in this

hor had | .

your space by quoting it. Any who choose can
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In no case have I undertaken to teach, but
have contented myself with bringing to the
author’s notice statements which I consider er-
roneous, This is all that ‘he can desire. And
though it may be said, that I have only found
fault, pointing out errors without stating what is
right, yet I must exuse myself that I cannot pre-
sume to tender information, on his own chosen
subject, to the Principal of a Normal School, to
a gentleman of * high scholarly attainments,”
on whom a college has lately conferred the De-
gree of Master of Arts, (See the Boston Pilot,
Aug. 4, 1877.)

Judging from Mr. McCabe's letter, he seems
to think it necessary, or at least desirable, that
he should be the author of a Grammar, pre-
scribed by our Council and used in our schools.
Well, if it must be, I would with due deference
suggest that the old one be at once proscribed,
and that at least four or five years should elapse
before the new one makes its appearance, during
which time, having banishea from his mind
Horne Took's ingenious but altogether anti-
quated and untrustworthy speculations, Mr. Mc-
Cabe might by diligent study be enabled to pro-
duce a work which would {;& a credit to him-
self, and confer a benefit upon the youth of this
Province, )

Yours, &c.

GAMMA.,

'OUR EXCHANGES.

* TnE Bates Student is published monthly by
 Senior class of the college whose name it

rs, The November issue of this magazine

.2 ch pleasu The;re is no

vine rights of presidents. They believe far more
firmly in the divine rights of the “Commons of
England in Parliament assembled.” The Edi-
tors’ portfolio is also well filled. Human nature
is the same world over. They complain that
their Reading Room “is made a rendezvous for
students to indulge in every kind of boisterous
merriment and display their gymnastic ability.”
Paper grabbers exist there too as in Dalhousie.
The Student contains some excellent clippings.

THE College Herald contains a very good poem
on a very peculiar and unusual subject—
Anthracite. 'We make an extract :

“ When the chill blasts of December whirl ¢risp snow-flakes
down the street,

And the thin panes feel the pelting of the wind gusts and the
sleet,

When the darknesss settles earthward like a raven seeking rest,

And the weary child clings closely to his mother’s warming
breast.

While the hearth-fire robes us richly with its glow of ruddy
light

I will hail thee, prince of comfort, dusky monarch, Anthracite I

The Herald is an average good College paper.
It signifies its intention in criticising its ex-
changes to call a spade a spade.

Our Societies.

CuARrLES L. of England was shamefully treated.
So some of the Kritosophians thought, and con-
cluded to give him another trial. The opinion,
however, was expressed that since Charles
couldn't be present in the flesh, it was unfair to
argue the case. The Counsel for the nation
opened, and said many hard things about the
poor man. He had all that the kindness of the
English nation could lavish upon him. No cap-
rice of his was thwarted.  And as a token of his
gratitude, he plunged the country into civil war,
The excellence of his private life was admitted,

pointed beard, and mournful look-
\Iso to aid his appearance, a modern.
Ided to his knee-breeches and silk

ose backing Charles took as a strong posi-
he illegality of his trial by the High Court

of Justice. It was urge
“of the pe
o1 the
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Tmm was a union meeting @f the Kritoso-
hian and Excelsior Societies on the evening .
‘ t. The programme consisted of

3, songs, recitations and rmdmgm

passed merrily,—fun and dust ris-
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