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Research Award for
Janice Wilson

Janice Wilson 4th Year DDS
student was the recipient of the
1994 Warner-Lambert Award for
her demonstrated aptitude in
research. Janice has been active
in research at Dalhousie conduct-
ing research in the area of pain
with Dr. Bill Lobb. Janice is
planning to go to Graduate
School thus, her understanding of
and involvement in dental
research are very valuable.
The recommendation by the
Research Development
Committee allowed Janice to
attend the 30tn Annual Dental
Students Conference on
Research. The meeting this year
is being held at the University of
North Carol iner,  School  of
Dentistr/, Chapel Hil l ,  North
Carolina, Apri l  16- 19th. The
basic objective of the conference
is to expose outstanding dental
students to dental educators,
scientists and administrators and
make them aware of the wide
scope of careers available in
dental research.
The Council on Dental Research
of the ADA sponsors the annual
orientation programme on dental
research for one dental student
from each dental school in the

n United States, Canada and Puerto
Rico. The training and recmit-
ment of  manpower is of
paramount importance to the
expansion and improvement of
dental  research. One very
important source of future dental
scientists is the dental student
populat ion of  tod ay.  The
involvement of students in

research at Dalhousie is one way
of making a contribution to the
future of dental science in
Canada. Janice's research experi-
ence at Dalhousie may pave the
way for a dental science career.
Janice will be reporting on her
experience at the conference in the
Dalhousie Dental  Students
Journal.

Timeless Words of
Wisdom.

The recent development of our
Clinical Research Unit and the
exciting symposium dealing with
Restorat ive Dent istry in the
1990's which was held at the
IADR meeting in March, bring to
mind the need to address the
many clinical research questions
facing dentistry in the next 30
years. Dentistry clearly has come
a long way in the past 32 years,
yet the editor ial  f rom the
Dalhousie Dental Journal (Vol.
IIII, No. 1) of the Fall of 1962
could almost have been written in
1994. The editorial was written
by Fabian O. E. Harney and was
as follows: "Dental research
brings about changes which have
a profound influence on the
clinical practice of dentistry. The
undergraduate ircquires a curiosity
about al l  phases of  h is
profession, including the basic
scienceso which weave an endless
thread of applicuion across all the
cl in ical  f ie lds.  This new
orientat ion to the biological
sciences is well timed, os the
usefulness of dentistry would
certainly be compromised if it
continued to be practiced by a

special ized group of people
dedicated merely to restoring lost
tooth stnrcture.

The profession of dent istry,
reacting to changing times, is
rapidly altering its course from
being a profession of techniques
alore, to one of coordinated
application of techniques, super-
imposed on a scientific backdrop.

I  n the future, the de ntal
profession will move forward on
many fronts: in education, where
schools will mold the dentist of
tomorrow; in research, where
scientists will strive to resolve the
problem of the etiology of oral
disease and in practice, where the
concepts of preventive dentistry
will be more fully embraced. "

When we contemplate our new
problem based science driven
curr iculum which is closely
l inked to the cutt ing edge of
research in dentistry, the words
of Fabian O. E. Harney are
remarkably fresh and relevant
after 32 years.

RDO The 7th
Anniversary

On April the l st it will be seven
years s ince the RDO was
established. Clearly our research
has started the 7th year of the
RDO with a bang. On this
anniversary of the RDO we can
look to the establishment of the
Clinical Research Unit iN a major
step forward in the development
of our clinical research.

Page 1



Tlends ln Ilealth to. meet this goal' The

Researcil*-'- tlttiai 
focus witt be on 

]
It is often ,*po?."t for :t^f" 

of engineer's' physi-

us to keep ;';y; ;; cal icientists and mathe-

trends ln 

"":tt;t;il 

mati-cians' complemented

funding in th;""d;itta by computer scientists'

States. This cal ;i*'; :::"omtsts 
anq health

indication of Jrirr?"ii"g :T. 
orofessionals. It was

areas of resear;fi";JHft elneciea that the thrust

as possibre ",iit^L+ fll"lff"Jo'?fi'ffi"'y1l:J;
developments ln Canaoa' in. followtng areis of

**: 
*ofJn" 

if3;'?iiTi :i;'rch 
were suggested

Clinton's htt'lii"';;;q as being appropriate tor

pollcies, ttre u5"ii"uoill funding from this re-

science Rounoalti;;TNsF ::"t:h 
progr^T; Howev-

and the rne'fi'triitiii ::' 
tht 

-research 
'proJects

Foundation "a|t:'Jl: 
wi,re not limited to this

?f$tJt"Jlio?'"J"?".?i.T ii"-h.'..'"t to .increase
uve healtn 

""r""iJtn""oio- 
productivity and- reduce

sies' A total 
"igi''"tiiio" i3ii" 

in -the hospital

i,",'*.oJ^""ir19'11.::"."* i,l"'i?:$?th to deverop
Si: 

.ffffi5"'f,lt"init ^ii* tlinnotogres that can
hearth care """iJ"tl,{i :t*'t.t.oi1:H"?ti#;
United States :on:u1! Iorr*.rrt.

3?"#:*13'ill.if ,3'"Ti *;"?:?il"* J,:*,lT.''??
and this is forecast to i::':"^";'J;snosii
increase in ;;;" ilttt;' low cost diagnosis'

Most other''iT"d'11"^':9'Jl'*i'il3toi3ol1""T"ii
;:i#"i_33^ J'J;.r "Ti? f"l*'.tlH#;::1.,*",??':
U"itea States realize that I
ttrere is a criucli;;tA 6 therapy' and disease pre-

"ont*in 
tn. "oiiJ."i-n-tg IiHJS-ch on advanced

iH: JIil"' i: fr?:ii*E ll3iTl?'t':.3?,Hi?tn'#
the qualiq-of 

""d 1:,t::" ;itil;li. devices that
to thb health care-system' would increase device

ln'K!T"nu'l;":i!i llF:::'f:'fL,t'*'*lt
Wnitut .. Foundation aims
to fund ir,r,o"itiut- *t1- or retrieval'

t id iscipl inarf  
* i t " t t i " t '  ; i t  

- -  
Exp e r t  an d

that can 
"or,t"in'-'tlt-to 

mt knowledge-based systems

containment or reduction iot i irproved and

* of  heal th care costs standardized diagnosis

without "o*p-loisin{ f,ilt$'tt*:{;t1lj":':l%
:1' fltlY*'ilflil#:iii *:f ,rn*tru"I;' cq"t-
health care system' ,lt.lt .ii..ii* *.urrt to link

ff|r'"f?1#"t"ST"3:"119 fif.*r Prwiders' care
diverse .*p.ii,?i" "tta"a ntiXes' 

^insurers' and

Page 2

vi i i )  DeveloPment of

improved information and

communication sYslerns

to Provide a uniform '
rapib,  and data-secure
access to Patient medical

histor ies,  e l iminate
duptication of tests ' and

suipfY data for statistical'
;p ia;miological  ,  and
outcome studies'
ix) Innovative educational
prograrns that would facil-

itate the aPPlication of

technologY to contain
health care costs' This

could include user-friend-
ly computer-based educa-

6onal iYstems' While this

program is not directlY

li*?O at dental research
it is clear that there may

be some lessons to be

gained from this new

fiol icY in the United
States. We should look

ot t for reports on the

results of tlrese US funded
projects in the next two

years or so.

Materials Synthesis
Top Priority for tJre US'
A rJport in the National Science
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strengthen the compet l t lve

Iositi6n of U. S. industrY in the

21st century.



Summer Research
All faculty members are
reminded to PrePare
their research Proposals
for the summer research
activities which are not
that far  ahead. A
m emorandum was
forwarded to DePartments
last month indicating the
deadline for aPPlications
for discretionary funding.
The deadline has been set
as Friday April 29th 1994'
Some funding wi l l  be
available for suPPort of
students under the MRC
Farquharson scholarshtP
programme as wel l  as
from other sources. It is
important to note that all
applications should follow
the guidelines established
by the Research
Development Committee.
In addition any research
involving humans should

also be evaluated bY the
Human Ethics Committee.
Copies of both sets of
Guidel ines have been
circulated to al l
Departments.
Applications should be
forwarded to the Chair of
the Research

P=g=Y9gp=r=9=ll=9=?gglt!g:==
Pain Interest GrouP

Please note that  a
presentation of the "Pain
Interest Group" will take
place at the UniversitY
Club 7:OO -9:OO P.m. On
Wednesday MaY 25th the
se ssion wi l l  include
"Canadian Pain SocietY"
speakers.  This session
may be of interest to
th0se indiv iduals
contemplat ing c l in ical
research proi  ects with
the CRU. It Provides an
opportuni ty to m ake
contact with colleagues in

other departments and
discipl ines which maY
lead to col laborat ive
research. For further
detai ls phone Douglas
Cane Department of
Psychology @28-2L96).

It Stands and Shines
"There are few earthlY
things more splendid than a
University. In these daYs of
broken front iers and
collapsing values, when the
dams are down and the
floods are making misery,
when every future looks
somewhat grim and every
ancient foothold has become
something of a quagmire,
wherever a Universi tY
stands, it stands and shines;
wherever it exists, the free
minds of men, ur$ed on to
full and fair inquiry, may
st i l l  br ing wisdom into
human affairs."

John MaseJtetd

Request for a Square Deal

A memorandum was received from MRC indicating a 25"h across the board cut

lor the Farquharson Research Scholarships for 1994. Assistant Dean lor

Research Jones, wrote a strong letter to MRC indicaiing that previous letters

had been forwarded to MRC President Dr. Henry Friesen in March ol 1992 and

to the previous President Dr. Bois in 1990, which had strongly pointed out that

the Faculty of Dentistry at Dalhousie had in fact a very slrong claim for

addit ional Farquharson Research Scholarship funding under the present system'

It was suggested by Jones that MRC should be able to take this into account

and not implement an across the board cut of 25h tor Dalhousie Dental Faculty

for 1994. The fact is that our faculty have continued to receive the lowest

proportion of the Farquharson Research Scholarship lunds for the past 18 years'

This is in spite ol the fact that our student numbers have increased since 1975

and our MRC research lunding has signilicantly increased'

The bar diagram opposite il lustrates the relative level of Farquharson Research

Scholarship fund support  f rom MRC to al l  facult ies of denl istry in 1993/94,

it is clear that an across the board cut would seem lo be inappropriate.

A calculation based on MRC research grant performance would place Dalhousie

above the mid point in the ranking of the Ganadian Faculties of Dentistry.

In spi te ol  this we receive the lowest amount of Scholarship lunds ($11'  040)

along with Laval and Saskatchewan. A 25"/" cut would reduce this to $8'280'

MRC Farquharson
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