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The following notes are based upon observations made
throughout a period of seventeen years.

While the greater part of the observations were made
in or within easy walking distance of Yarmouth, a few are
on specimens sent in to Yarmouth taxidermists from the
adjoining counties of Dighy and Shelburne. Where, how-
ever, birds are mentioned as having come in to local taxi-
dermists without any mention of the locality from which
they came, it should be understood that such birds were
taken within the limits of the three counties.

Where particular localities are mentioned, it should be
understood that they are in Yarmouth County unless other-
wise stated.

The lack of observations on the shore and sea birds,
as compared with those on the land birds, should not be taken
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68 BIRDS OF YARMOUTH AND VICINITY.—ALLEN,

as any indication of the scarcity of the former in this vicinity.
The writer has given most of his attention to the land birds,
and the few observations on the other groups are presented
for what they are worth.

Where dates for “first appearance,” “becoming common,”

?

“lagt appearance,”” ete., are given, the number of years on
which the average date was reckoned ig enclosed in paren-
theses, Except in two or three cases the writer is not respon-
sible for the birds reported as “‘taken’ or “shot’’.

The numbers and nomenclature are those used by the
American Ornithologists’ Union. The list contains 170
species and subspecies,

2. Colymbus holboellii (Reinh.). HovLsorrLl’s GREBE.—
One observation only. A specimen shot at Sand
Beach, Jan. 1, 1906.

6. Podilymbus podiceps (Linn.})., Pigp-BiLLED GREBE.—
Two observations only. A specimen in winter
plumage and without ear-tufts taken off Yarmouth,
Nov. 16, 1906(?), and brought in to local taxidermist.
Another shot at Barrington Passage, by Chas.
Weddleton, about Mar. 15, 1915.

7. Gavia immer (Briinn.). LooN.—Breeds in all our
secluded woodland lakes where there are islands.
July 17, 1906, a nest with the usual two eggs was
found very close to the water’'s edge on a small
island in a lake near Deerfield. We did not observe
the bird leave the nest, but on July 18th we paddled
noiselessly around the end of the island and surprised
the old bird. She launched herself into the water
and splashed along over the surface for about
seventy-five yards using her wings as paddles
with great effect, then dived to reappear a quarter
of a mile up the lake. On the night of July 21st.
and also on the 24th and 25th we had much rain,
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and both the old birds were much distressed, ealling
mournfully all night. We visited the nest on the
evening of the 26th and found that the lake had
risen so that the eggs were half submerged. One
old bird was observed a few yards away. More
rain followed and next day the cggs were completely
submerged. We neither heard nor saw either old
bird that day, or thereafter except at a distance and
at long intervals. The fact that loons nest so near
the water’s edge and that they are thus exposed
to danger by sudden elevations of the water may
in part answer the question asked by one naturalist—
Why such wary, strong birds with apparently so
few natural enemies do mot increase in numbers.
July 28, 1911, on the lake at Deerfield, two old
loons were noticed close in shore in a gravelly cove.
Closer observation showed that they were attended
by two very small voung. We judged the latter
to be not more than a week old. We immediately
pushed off in the boat, and rowed between the
loons and the open lake. One old bird immediately
dived and reappeared out in the lake. He{?) soon
disappeared. The other old bird remained with
the young until very closely pressed to the shore
when she too went under but reappeared just
outside the boat where she remained to watch
proceedings. The youngsters, when left alone,
immediately submerged themselves, reappearing in
the same place. This they continued to do for
some time, remaining under each time, on an average,
fourteen seconds, and above, two or three seconds
if undisturbed. Any sudden motion on our part,
however, would send them down immediately.
They were constantly watching for an opening, and
soon separated, swimming rapidly along the shore,
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and being most of the time under water. We
confined our attention to one of the babies and found
that at each reappearance we were gaining upon
him. When, however, we judged that his next
reappearance would bring him within our grasp
he failed to appear; and it was only after waiting a
minute or more that we discovered that he had
doubled beneath our boat and was away in our
rear paddling bravely toward his retreating parent
and brother. It is evident that the instinet for
self-preservation develops very early in the little
loons.

Gavia stellata (Pont.). Rep-tHROATED LoON.~—~—One
specimen seen, which was shot in the Tusket River,
Nov. 23, 1905.

Uria lomvie lomeia (Linn.). Briinvicw’s MURRE.—
A specimen was brought to me Feb. 22, 1908, by a
gunner who said that they had been about the
harbour for two or three weeks.

Alle alle (Linun.). Dovexkie.—A few (not more than
half a dozen) brought in to local taxidermists each
winter.

Megalestris skue (Briinn.). Skva.—On May 25, 1910,
a specimen from Shelburne Co., consigned to a
dealer in Boston was intercepted by the game
warden here.

Stercorarius longicaudus Vieill. LoNG-TAILED JAEGER.
—~One obscrvation. A specimen brought in to local
taxidermist in late summer of 1910. This was
evidently a young bird as it was in immature plumage.

Pagophila alba (Gunn.). Ivory Gurn.—Deec. 9, 1905,
while the coal steamer “Coban’’ was nearing Sable
Island, anivory gull came aboard. It was captured
and brought into Yarmouth for mounting.
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140.  Rissa tridactyla tridectyle (Linn.). Krrriwaxe—Not
more than three observations in seventeen years.
All winter birds, brought in to taxidermists.

47. Larus marinus Linn. BLACK-BACKED GULL.—Appar-
ently irregular along our coasts in winter, and
begins to visit the fresh water lakes as soon as they
are open in the spring. A large, and apparently
inereasing colony breeds on several small islands in
Lake George, twelve miles north of Yarmouth.
The mnests, containing normally three eggs, are
situated on the ground. Some are at the roots of
stumps, some among the thick bushes, and some
among the pebbles on the beach. The shallow
hollows are edged with coarse sticks, and lined with
tufts of grass, dead leaves, feathers, or other soft
material. Two ecases have been noted in which
the eluteh of eggs included one egg of a very pale
blue color with obscure lavender markings. Frag-
ments of fishes of large size may be found about
the islands. The Bay of Fundy shore is only four
miles west of the colony. A visit to the colony
June 9, 1912 showed over one hundred nests with
eggs, many nests still unused, and about forty
young not more than three or four days old. We
estimated that there were more than a thousand
adult birds in the colony. Another visit was made
July 15, 1913. The colony seemed larger than in
1912, nests being found in places not used then.
Hatching was practically done, and most of the
young were well grown. Many were able to give
us a good chase in the boat. We were banding
them. They are not, however, rapid swimmers,
and good steady pulling soon brings the boat up
to them. But their habit of turning suddenly off
at right angles makes them difficult to capture.
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They never dive to avoid capture, and when caught
are able to put up a good fight.
Larus argentatus Pont. HEerRING GULL.
with the large colony of Black-backed Gulls at Lake
George, is a smaller colony of Herring Gulls, their
numbers heing roughly in the ratio of one to ten
of the former. Their nests seem to be confined
to one island, the most heavily wooded of all those

In company

used bv the gulls,

Sterna  hirundo Iinn, Coummon TerN.—Common
about our shores in summer, [ have never visited
any of its reported hreeding-places off our coasts.

Oceanodroma lewcorhoa (Vieill.). LeacH’s PETREL.—
One was found alive, but unable to rise, on Main St.,
Yurmouth, Nov. 19, 1909. Three years before, I
found the dried body of one at the foot of a ventilat-
ing flue in the South End School.

Sule bassana (Linn.). GANNET.—A specimen in im-
mature gray plumage shot off Chegoggin Point,
QOct. 29, 1904, and another in white plumage shot
off Yarmouth, Nov. & 1904.

Mergus americanus (Cags.). AMERICAN MERGANSER.—
Two male specimens both from Digby Co. sent to
taxidermists here. One Feb. 15, 1904, the other
Jan. 15, 1912,

Mergus serrafor (Linn.). RED-BREASTED MERGANSER.
—A female or young male shot at Arecadia, Deec.
25, 1900. A male in fine plumage shot off Yarmouth,
Feb. 28, 1504.

Anas platyrhynchos Linn,  MaLuarp.—A male speci-
men sent to taxidermist here from Shelburne Co.,
about Nov. 5, 1904. Another brought in the same
fall.
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Anas rubripes Brewst. Birack Duck.—Remains with
us in flocks throughout the winter. Breeds in our
inland meadows and in coves along our salt marshes.
Pairing is apparently complete by May 15 I
usually find voung broods about June 15.

Mareca americana (Gmel.).  BALDPATE.—A male (one
of three) was shot at Little River, Yarmouth Co.,
Jan. 9, 1912, Mr. Benj. Doane, local taxidermist,
had a female shot near Yarmouth some years hefore.

Nettion carolinense (Gmel.). GREEN-WINGED TEAL—
Two males shot at Areadia, Dec. 20. 1901.

Quergueduly discors (Linn.). BLUE-wINGED TrEAL—
One specimen (male) brought in to local taxi-
dermist, from the viecinity of Clarke’s Harbour,
Apr. 19. 1906.

Aix sponsa (Linn.). Woop Dvuck.—One specimen
(male) sent from Shelburne Co., about Sept. 1, 1908.

Marila americana (Iiyt.). REDHEAD.—One specimen
(male) shot at Yarmouth in winter of 1902-3.
Another male sent from Seal Island, Feb. 29, 1914.

Martla vallisneria (Wils.). CANVASBACK.—A male
shot at Clarke’s Harbour, Oect. 29, 1905.

Marila marila (Linn.). AMERICAN Scaur Duck.—
Common along our coast in winter,

Clangula clangula americane Bonap. AMERIcaN GoL-
pEN-EYE.—Common along our coast in winter.

Charitonetta albeola {(Linn.). BUFFLEHEAD.—Two notes
only. A specimen (male) sent from Shelburne Co.,
Apr. 5, 1906. Another male taken near Yarmouth
during Dec. 1909.

Somateria spectabilis (Linn.). Kine Emmrr.—Two
males sent here from Shelburne Co., Mar. 15, 1906,
and Feb. 1, 1909.
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166. Oidemia perspicillate (Linn.). Surr ScoTer.—They
were common along our shore during the winter
of 1905. I have no other record of them.

167. Erismatura jamaicensis (Gmel.). Ruppy Duck.—
One sent in that was taken at Cape Sable Island,
Jan. 5, 1909.

169a. Chen hyperboreus nivalis (Forst.). GREATER SNow
Goose—One was shot near Comeau’s Hill, Yar-
mouth Co., about Nov. 1, 1911, in immature
plumage.

172. Branta canadensis canadensis (Linn.). CaNADpA GooOSE.
—3pring migration of this species is less observed
now than a few years ago. I have two mid-winter
obscervations. Two seen Jan. 7, 1907. TFlock of
forty flying north, Dec. 11, 1910.

173. Branta bernicla glaucogastra (Brehm.). BranT.—1 have
seen not more than two in seventeen years.

190. Botauwrus lenliginosus (Montag.). AMERICAN BITTERN.
—Found in solitary pairs breeding in our swamps,
meadows, and tidal marshes. Tirst appearance
(4 years) May 2. Last appearance (4 years) Oct.
14. The mating call is heard as soon as it arrives,
and continues as late as June2, A nest was found
at Arcadia, June 20, 1914. The four eggs were
laid on a rude mat of rushes in the swamp. The
old bird positively refused to be frightened from
her nest, and could be lifted or pushed aside without
deserting her charge.

194. Ardea herodias herodias Linn, Gnear BLue HEroN.—
This bird remains about some of our lakes and
strcams all summer, but I have yet to find them
breeding. Earliest recorded appearance, May 28,
Last appearance (3 years) Sep. 26.
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Florida caerulea caerulea (Linn.). LitTLE BLue HErON.
—One note only. A specimen seen in the flesh,
at taxidermist’s, Oet. 21, 1913.

Rallus virginianus Linn.  VIreINTA RAI1L.—One taken
at Yarmouth, Nov. 15, 1908.

Coiurnicops noveboracensis (Gmel.). YerLnow Rarn.-
One shot at Little River, Yarmouth Co., Dec. i4,
1904,

Gallinula galeata galeata (Licht.). IFnoripA GALLINULE.
—Omne caught by the foot in a trap near Yarmouth,
Dee. 14, 1909.

Phelohela minor (Gmel.). AMERICcAN WooDCOCK.—
Apparently more common as a fall migrant than a
spring migrant. A few breed in this vicinity.
In two cases observed, July 13, and July 22, 1910,
the young were able to fly just well enough to avoid
being caught. Two winter observations,—one re-
mained about an open brook during first half of
Feb. 1900, one found dead Jan. 1, 1905. Tirst
appearance (5 years) Apr. 4. Last appearance
(4 years) Nov. 3.

Gallinago delicate (Ord.). WiLsoN’s S~xitE.—Summer
resident. Undoubtedly it breeds here, as the
aerial nuptial performance of the males may be
heard and observed over most of our meadows during
the nesting season, but I have yet to find the eggs
or young. First appearance (8 years) Apr. 20.
Last appearance (5 years) Oct. 30. The “bleating”
of the males may be heard from the time of their
arrival till June 10.

Macrorhamphus griseus griseus (Gmel.). DowiTCHER.
—Two shot at Crawley’s Island, Yarmouth Co.,
July 7, 1903. The only observation.
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Pisobia maculate (Vieill.). PECTORAL SANDPIPER.—
Numbers of thera about our coast during first half
of Oct. 1908, The only ohservation.

Pisobia minutilla (Vieill.}. LEAsST SANDPIPER.— Mixed
flocks of this and the next species are common
along our shores in late summer and fall.

Ereunetes pustllus (Linn.). SEMIPALMATED SANDPIPER.
~—Common in late summer and fall.

Several seen

Calidris leucophaea (Pall.). SANDERLING.
on Port Maitland Beach, Sep. 7, 1903, and on Sep.
17 of the same vear several were brought in to
taxidermist here.

Totanus melanoleucus (Gmel.). GrearEr YELLOW-
LrGs.—Common during the fall migrations, remain-
ing about our shores till after the middie of Oet.

Catoptrophorus  semipalmatus semipabimatus (Gmel.).
WiLLeEr.—BSummer resident, but more common
during the fall migrations. They show all evidence
of breeding in our locality, though I have not yet
found nest or young. First appearance (5 years)
May 4.

Actitis  macularie (Linn.). SpoTTED SANDPIPER. -
Breeds along our shores, streams, and lakes. First
appearance (5 years) May 17. Nests with eggs
usually found during first ten days of June. Some
interesting observations were made in regard to
the voung along the lake shore at Deerfield. These
young birds, which accompany their parents along
the gravelly beach, when alarmed, are in the habit
of taking refuge in the fringe of low bushes that
border the beach along its upper side, and when
they onece reach this cover it is quite useless to look
for them. On three separate occasions, however,
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their retreat to the bushes was cut off, and invariably
they took to the water, swimming buoyantly and
with perfect ecase out on the lake. When pursued
while swimming they immediately dived, swimming
about a foot beneath the surface and for a distance
of fifteen or twenty feet. When swimming beneath
the surface the feet were not used at all, being
carried straight behind, the bird propelling itself
by quick, regular, downward beats of its little wings.
Though apparently perfectly adapted for loco-
motion either on or below the surface of the water,
the youngster in every case showed restlessness in
that element, and constantly watched for an open-
ing to reach the shore and the bush cover. The
wing feathers mature very rapidly, and the young
are often able to fly while the head and body are
still clothed only in down.

270. Squaterola squatarola (Linn.). BLACK-BELLIED PLOVER
—Qccurs here during both spring and fall migrations.

274. AEgialitis semipalmate (Bonap.). SEMIPALMATED Prov-
ER—Very common during the fall migrations.
Often found in company with least and semipal-
mated sandpipers. I have but one spring observa-
taion, May 3, 1901.

208¢c. Canachites canadensis canace (Linn.). CANADA SPRUCE
ParTrIDGE.—Seldom seen near the coast, and said
10 be becoming less common in the interior. Oct.
31, 1907, one appeared in the street at the north
end of the town, and, after posing for several camera
exposures, wandered off.

300a. Bonase wumbellus fogata (Linn.). Canapa RUFFrED
Grouse; “BircH ParTRIDGRE.—Apparently becom-
ing less common. Drumming first heard (5 years)
Apr. 5, and may be heard every month till Oct.,
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when it becomes common again., Ernest Thompson
Seton, in “Redruff,” says, “By a strange law of
nature, not wholly without parallel among mankind,
all partridges go crazy in the November moon of
their first year.” 1 have the following notes that
may be of interest. At Argyle, Oct. 1, 1900, a
voung but full grown grouse of that season, flew
from somewhere and alighted at my feet as I stood
on the doorstep of my boarding house, remaining
long enough to allow me to pick it up, when it
immediately struggled to escape. At Yarmouth,
Oct. 22, 1907, one was seen on the railway track
ncar the harbour, flying up and down and finally
disappearing. Another specimen flew in broad
daylight through the window of a house on William
St. On Nov. 2, 1907, a young grouse was caught
while flying about the freight sheds on the Dominion
Atlantic Railway wharf, but when liberated flew
off. Our Yarmouth specimens show two color
phases, red and gray, with intermediate specimens.

Phastanus torquatus (Gmel.). RING-NECKED PHEASANT,
—A number of these birds (fifty or more) have
been liberated here during the last five years, and
are said to be multiplying rapidly. The mating
call of the male is heard as early as Mar. 25, and is
becoming one of the spring sounds of the woods,
while reports of young broods come infrom all over
the western part of the country at least.

316. Zencaidura macroura carolinensis (Linn.). MoUurNINGg
Dove—Only five observations of this species
during seventeen years.

325. Cathartes aura seplentrionelis Wied. Turkey VvuL-
TURE.—One shot at Clarke’s Harbour, Shelburne
Co., fall of 1892*. Omne shot at Seal Island, Shel-

*Thiz apecimen is now in the Provineial Mussum, Halifax, accession No. 2196
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burne Co., about 1896.  One taken at Kemptville,
Yarmouth Co., Nov. 10, 1909,

Circus hudsonius {Linn.). MarsH Hawk.—I find this
our most common species in the fall, but uncommon
during spring and summer.

Aceipiter wvelox (Wils.), BSuHARP-sHINNED Hawg.—
Common during the fall migration.

Astur atricapillus  africapillus (Wils.). GosSHAWK.—
Naot at all common with us. I have but two obser-
vations; both in winter.

Buteo borealis borealis (Gmel.). Rep-TaiLEp Hawg.—
Only four observations; all of birds brought in to
taxidermists.

Archibuteo lagopus sancti-johannis (Gmel.). Rovugr-
LEGGED HawK.—One shot near Yarmouth, ahout
Nov. 23, 1906.

Haliretus leucocephalus leuwcocephalus {Linn.). DBarp
EagLe.—Only one observation in life; one geen
Feb. 10, 1906. An average of perhaps one in a
season brought in to local taxidermists, from this
and neighhouring counties,

Faleo sparverius sparverius Linn. Spazrow HAwk,—
Rare here. Two observations only: Oct. 6, 1907;
Jan, 17, 1910,

Pandion halieetus carolinensis (Gmel.). OsprEv; “FisH
Hawxk.”—With the exception of a pair that shows
every indieation of breéding about the lakes at
Deerfield each season, I have very few records of
this speecies.

Aluco pratincola {Bonap.). Barxy Owr.—OUn Dee. 18,
1910, Mr. W. H. Robbins, of Tusket, found an owl
in his barn. Mr. Robbins endeavored to catch
it, but it escaped, and next morning was found



80

366.

367.

368.

372,

375,

376.

BIRDS OF YARMOUTH AND VICINITY,—ALLEN.

dead outside the barn. The weather at the time
was severely ecold., The bird proved to be the
above species.

Asio wilsonianus (Less.). LoNg-marRED OwrL.—Rare
here. One observation only, Dec. 30, 1909.

Asio flammeus (Pont.). SHORT-EARED OwrL.—Rare
here. Mr. Doane, taxidermist here, says he has
not received more than two or three in twenty years.

Strixz varia »arie Barton. Barrep Owrn.—I have
found this to be the most common of our owls.

Cryploglauz acadica acadica (Gmel.). Saw-waHET OWL.
—I have never observed a live specimen of this
species, but one or two are taken in this vicinity
each winter.

Bubo virgintanus virginianus (Gmel.). GreaT HorNED
OwL.—Not uncommon inland.

Nyctea nyctea (Linn.). Swowy OwwL.—A few appear
in this vicinity each winter. Rarliest recorded
date, Oct. 27. Unusually common in the winter
of 1902-3. In the fall of 1905 we received our share
of the great migratory wave of these owls that swept
down across the continent.

377a. Surnie wlula caparech (Mull). Hawg Owr.—One

387.

388.

shot near Yarmouth, Oect. 26, 1905. The only
observation in.the period covered by this paper.

Coccyzus americanus amezricanus (Linn.). YBLLOW-
BILLED Cuckoo.—A specimen was taken alive and
sent to Yarmouth from Cape Sable Island, Oct. 8,
1913.

Coccyzus erythrophthalmus (Wils.). BLACE-BILLED
Cuckoo.—Decidedly uncommon here except in one
season, the summer of 1900, when they were rather
common,
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390 Ceryle aleyon (Linn.). BrLTED KINGFISHER.-—Not
common. Seems less so than formerly. First
appearance (6 years) Apr. 28. Last appearance
(8 years) Oect. 16.

393. Dryobates wvillosus leucomelas {Bodd.). NORTHERN
Hairy WooppPECcKER.—Rather uncommon resident.

394c. Dryobates pubescens medianus (Swains.). DownNy
WooppEcKER.—Resident. A little more common
than the last.

400. Picoides arcticus (Swains.). Arcric THREE-TOED
WoopprckEr.—Three observations only: A pair
at Argyle, Apr. 6, 1901; a male near Yarmouth,
Dec. 27, 1904; another male near Yarmouth, Jan.
20, 1906.

402, Sphyrapicus varius varius (Linn.).
SAPSUCKER.—Summer resident. Not uncommon in-
land. First appearance (4 vears} Apr. 30.

405a. Ceophlwus pileatus abieticola (Bangs). NORTHERN
PiLeaTED WoODPECKER.—I have seen this .species
only twice in life: Apr. 25, 1904, and Oct. 31, 1904.
On the former occasion the spring call was heard.
It was much like the “if-if-if---"" of the Yellow
Hammer but the syllable ‘i

YELLOW-BELLIED

if”” was not repeated
as many times as in the Yellow Hammer’s call.
This bird had, also, the Yellow Hammer’s trick
of drumming on a dead limb.

421a. Colaptes awratus luteus Bangs. NORTHERN FLICKER;
“Yerrow HammeR.”—Our nost common wood-
pecker. Summer resident, but occasionally ob-
served in winter., Tirst appearance (10 years)
Apr. 6. Last appearance (8 vears} Get. 29.

420. Chordeiles wvirginianus virginianus (Gmel.). NicHT—
HAWE.—Common summer resident. Seems to favor
hurned forest tracts. First appearance (4 years)
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May 28. Last appearance (4 years) Sept. 20.
The “booming” may be heard until after the middle
of August.

Chetura pelagica (Linn.). CHIMNEY SWIFT.—Tolerably
common summer resident. As common in wood-
land as in settled areas.  First appearance (11 years)
May 15. Last appearance (6 years) Aug. 23.

Archilochus colubris (Linn.). RuBy-TtHROATED HUM-
MINGBIRD.—A few seen each season. Tirst appear-
ance {5 years) May 21. Last appearance (9 years)
Sept. 16. Five nests found: July 18, 1901, nest with
yvoung well feathered; July 9, 1905, nest with eggs,
yvoung appeared July 25; July 10, 1905, another
nest just vacated, family still in neighbourhood.
July 1, 1906, nest with, probably, eggs; July 21, 1906,
another nest with eggs or small voung, judging
from action of old bird.

Tyrannus lyrannus (Linn.). Kinvgeirp.—Tolerably
common summer resident. Seems very irregular
as to first appearance, but regular in disappearance.
First appearance (4 years) May 24, Last appear-
ance (7 years) Sep. 8. Unusually large flocks seen
Sep. 4, 1904, and Sep. 1 to 8, 1907.

Nuttallornis  borealis (Swains.). Onive-sipEp Fry-
CATCHER.—Rather uncommon summer resident.
Nests near Yarmouth.

Myiochanes virens (Iinn.)). Woop Prwer.—Fairly
common summer resident in the wooded regions.

Empidonax Aaviventris Baird. YeoLow-BeLLiEp Fry-—
cATCHER.—Rather uncommon summer resident.
Nests in our county.

466a. Empidonax traalli alnorum Brewst. ArLper Fry-

¢cATCHER—Common summer resident.
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Empidonaxr minimus W. M. & 8. F. Baird. LgasT
FrycaTcHER.—Very common summer resident. May
be called the most domestic of our flyeatchers,
building about our gardens and ornamental trees.
First appearance (8 years) May 16. Last appear-
ance (4 years) Aug. 22.

Otocoris alpestris alpestris (Linn.). HorNED LARkK.—
One to three observations each winter. Earliest
recorded appearance in fall, Nov. 8, 1908. Latest
recorded appearance in spring, Mar. 17, 1914.

Cyanocitta cristate cristate (Linn.). BLUE Jav.—Resi-
dent. More common inland than near the coast.

Perisoreus canadensis canadensis (Linn.). CANADA
Jay.—Tolerably common resident. One seen carry-
ing nesting material Mar. 12, 1905.

Corvus coraz principdlis Ridgw. NORTHERN RAVEN.—
Not uncommon. Resident.

Corvus branchyrhynchos branchyrhynchos Brehm. Crow.
—Abundant resident. Begins to nest by Mar. 31.
More apparent about the town during severe winter
weather, and when snow is on the ground.

Dolichonyx ory:ivorus (Linn.). BoBouink.—I have
found it uncommon in Yarmouth Co., except in one
locality—the salt marsh at the head of Yarmouth
Harbour, where a number are to be found in the
breeding season.

Molothrus ater ater (Bodd.). Cowsirn.—Five records:
May 16, 1903, a male; Aug. 3, 1910, a female; Apr.
21, 1911, a male; Oct. 1, 1911, a male; Oct. 22, 1911,
two males.

Agelaius pheniceus pheniceus (Linn.). RED-wINGED
BrackeBirp.—I have seen but two in seventeen
vears: Dee. 19, 1908; and Apr. 3, 1899.

Proc. & Trans. N. 8. InsT. Sc1., Vou. XIV. TrANS, 6.



84 BIRDE OF YARMOuIH AND VICINITY.—ALLEN.

501. Sturnella magna magne (Linn.). MEeapow LARK.—
One taken at Comeau’s Hill in fall of 1908. An-
other at Emerald Island off Shelburne Co., Feb.
20, 1912. This was said to be one of three or four
on the island at the time.

507. Icterus galbula (Linn.). BarriMorg OgrioLE.—One
shot on Green Island, off Yarmouth, May 10, 1908.

609. Euphagus carolinus (Mull.). RusTty BLACKBIRD.—
Rather common summer resident, nesting in our
swamps. First appearance (8 years) Mar. 27.

811b. Quiscalus guiscule eneus Ridgw. BRONZED GRACKLE.—
The following records only.—One Jan. 13, 1904,
with English Sparrows. One Oect. 18, 1904. On
Oct. 26, 1905, at Mood’s Mill, about ten miles east
of Yarmouth a flock of over thirty were seen.
Feb. 23, 1908, one seen with English sparrows.
In summer of 1914 a pair nested at the south end
of the town. The same pair returned in 1915,

B15.  Pinicola enucleator lewcura (Mull.). PINE GROSBEAK.—
Generally considered a winter bird only in Nova
Scotia, but my records show observations for every
month but September. In July, 1911, Mr. Harrison
Lewis, a very careful and accurate observer, found
old birds feeding fledgelings on the Mood Road,
about ten miles from Yarmouth. During a few
fine days in January, 1906, I had an opportunity
to observe several in song about an open sunny
clearing near Yarmouth. The song resembled that
of the purple finch, but was interspersed with a few
very robin-like notes. Like the purple finch, too,
the grosheaks were sometimes observed to sing on
the wing. I have heard the song sinece in Mareh,
April, and June.
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Carpodacus purpureus purpureus (Gmel.). PURPLE
FiNcn.—Common summer resident. First appear-
ance very irregular; as late as Oct. 27. Song period
from first appearance till middle of July.

Passer domesticus domesticus (Linn.). House or Ene-
LISH SPARROW.—Abundant resident. They are ob-
served ‘““house hunting” here as early as Mar. 14,
and nest building is common during last week in
Mar. In the fall months a local migration is notice-
able from the town to the country about July 1,
and returning about Oet. 1, the attraction to the
country being, probably, the grain fields, as clouds
of sparrows are seen about them during July, Aug.,
and Sept.

Loxia curvirostra minor (Brehm.). AMeEricaAN Cross-—
BILL.—Qccurs very irregularly here; some seasons
common, then none observed for three or four
years. 1 have ohserved it in Jan., May, Jun.,
Jul., Aug., and Sep.

Lozia leucoptera Gmel. WHITE-wINGED CROSSBILL.—
Less common than the last. Observed from Aug.
to Jan.

Acanthis linaria lineria (Linn.). ReprorL.—Though
I am keeping all Redpoll notes under this specific
name, it is possible that some of my observations
may have been of other species of Redpolls. One
observation im Dec.; all others confined to Feb.
and Mar.

Astragalinus tristis tristis (Linn.). AMERICAN GoLp-
FINCH.—Mostly a summer resident, though an
occasional winter flock may be seen here. 1 feel
sure from observations at Deerfield that they nest
there, though I have not found the nest or young.
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533. Spinus pinus pinus (Wils.). PiNe Siskin.—Irregular
here. Common in 1901 and 1902; also in 1906,
1907, 1908. 1 have seen none since. On June 16,
1907, a male was observed in full song. The song
was typically finch-like, being a confused ramble,
and uttered while on the wing, the bird spreading
wings and tail and displaying all the yellow to the
utmost. Song again heard during June, 1908.

534. Plectrophenax nivalis nivalis (Linn.). Snow BUNTING;
SnowrLAKE— Winter visitor. Very irregular in it
abundance from year to year. Some winters
none are observed; during others it is commeon.
Unusually common in 1904. Earliest recorded
date Nov. 10. Latest date, Feb. 16.

540. Poccetes gramineus gramineus (Gmel.). VESPER SPAR-
row,—OQObserved here as a fall migrant only. First
appearance (5 years) Oct. 7. Last appearance
(4 years) Nov. 30,

542a. Passerculus sandwichensis savanna (Wils.). SAvANNAH
SPARROW.—Abundant summer resident. First ap-
pearance (7 years) Apr. 22. Last appearance (4

-

vears) QOct. 5.

549.1a. Passerherbulus nelsont subvirgatus (Dwight). Acapian
SHARP-TAILED SPARROW.—Found common about
our salt marshes. Doubtless breeds near Bunker’s
Island and on marsh at the head of Yarmouth
Harbour, but up to the present I have not found
the nests,

558. Zonotrichia albicollis (Gmel.). WHITE-THROATED SPAR-
row.—Common summer resident. First appear-
ance (6 years) May 1. Last appearance (8 years)
Oct. 18. Song period from first appearance to
Oct. 1.
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Spizella monticola monticola (Gmel.). TREE SPARROW.
—All my observations of this species are in Feb.
and Nov.

Spizella passerina passerina (Bech.). CHipPING SPAR-
rRow.—Seems irregular in its occurrence here. Most
common in Sep. and Oct., less so in May and June,
and isolated observations in Nov., Deec., and Jan.

Spizella pusilla pusilla (Wils.). FiELpD SPARROW.—
One observation only, Nov. 24, 1907.

Junco hyemalis hyemalis (Linn.). SLATE-COLORED
Junco.—Abundant. Mostly summer residents, but
a few are seen in winter. Date of becoming common
(7 years) Mar. 27. Song perioed continues to near
the end of July. Nesting does not appear to become
common till May 1. I have two records of juncos
departing from their own simple song and attempt-
ing to imitate other birds. In one case the song of
the song sparrow was attempted, and in the other
that of the robin.

Melospiza melodia melodia (Wils.). Song SPARROW.—
Abundant. Mostly summer residents, but a few
remain all winter. Date of becoming common (13
years) Mar. 28. Nesting not common till May 1.
One nest, loosely built, in top of young spruce, ten
feet from the ground. Song period normally ex-
tends to middle of Aug., but is frequently heard in
Oct., with that of other birds which revive their
songs again at this season,

Melospiza lincolni lincolni (Aud.). LiNcoLN's SpAR-
row.—One record only; Sand Beach, near Yar-
mouth, June 22, 1906.

Melospiza georgiana (Lath.). Swamp Sparrow.—Com-
mon summer resident. First appearance (2 years)
Apr. 21, Last appearance (2 years) Oct. 8.
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Passerelle iliace iliaea (Merr.). Fox Sparrow.—
Observed during four fall migrations and once in
spring. First appearance in fall (4 years) Oct. 27
Last appearance in fall (4 years) Nov. 6. Observed
a floek, Apr. 7, 1907. They remained about the
town for a few days, treating us to their song, which
reminded one of that of the purple fineh but was
shorter.

Zamelodia ludoviciana (Linn.). RoOSE-BREASTED GROS-
BEAK.—One observation only: a male in song at
Mood’s Mill, summer of 1906.

Piranga erythromelas Viell. ScARLET TanNageEr.—One
taken at Arcadia, three miles from Yarmouth, about
1912. Though I saw the bird I failed to record the
date. Two or three others have been received by
taxidermists here.

Piranga rubra rubre (Linn.). SuMMER TANAGER.—A
male found dead in the garden of J. Bond Gray,
Yarmouth, Apr. 20, 1913. Had been dead two or
three days. This specimen is now in the Provinecial
Museum, Halifax (Aecces. No. 4130).

Petrochelidon lunifrons lunifrons (Say.). CLiFr SwaL-
Low.—-Abundant summer resident. First appear-
ance (10 years) May 17. Last appearance (6
years) Aug. 25. Nest building is common by May
25,

Hirundo erythrogaster {Bodd.). BARN SwaLLow.—
Abundant summer resident. First appearance (10
years) May 3. Last appearance (9 years) Sep. 9.
Completed nests containing eggs are not uncommon
by June, 1.

Iridoprocne bicolor (Vieill.). TreE Swarrow.—Abund-
ant summer resident. First appearance (10 years)
Apr. 29. Last appearance (6 years) Aug. 23.
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Breeds very commonly with us, nesting in hollow
trees and bird-houses.

616, Riparia riparic (Linn.). BaNk Swarnow.—A few
breed at the lower end of Bunker’s Island, near the
mouth of Yarmouth Harbour, and doubtless in
other suitable localities along our shore, but as they
seem to show a decided preference for the sea-shore
we seldom see them even a mile or two inland.
Latest date observed, Sep. 16.

619. Bombycilla cedrorum, Vieill. Crpar Waxwing.—Most
vears this species occurs here as a summer resident
only. First appearance (4 years) June 1. Last
appearance (4 years) Sep. 17. A flock (forty or
fifty) remained about Yarmouth during the third
week of Nov., 1912, Two dead ones were brought
to me. One had the berries of black alder (Ilex
verticillata) in its throat. During the third week
of Feb. 1913, there were many about the town.
At this time three dead and one apparently paralyzed
were brought to me. The above are my only winter
records for this species, and, judging from the
number of casualties, they do not seem to make a
success of wintering here.

621. Lanius borealis Vieill. NorTHERN SHRIKE.—Only
three certain records: Dee. 27,1905; Nov. 10, 1908;
Jan. 9, 1910.

624. Vireosylvia olivacea (Linn.). RED-EYED VireEo.—Com-
mon summer resident, but I am not near enough
to its favored haunts to get good dates for its arrival
or departure.

626. Vireosylvia philadelphica Cass. PriLADELPHIA VIREO.
—One reeord; a specimen shot near Norwood, Yar-
mouth Co., Jul. 9, 1904.



90 BIRDS OF YARMOUTH AND VICINITY.—ALLEN.

629. Lanivireo solitarius solitarius (Wils.). BLUE-HEADED
Vireo.—Four records only: Aug. 24, 1904; Sep.
25, 1904; July 20, 1910; July 23, 1910.

636. Mniotilta varia (Linn.). BLACK-AND-WHITE WARBLER.
-—Common summer resident. First appearance (7
years) May 16. Last appearance (5 years) Sep. 23.

645. Vermivora rubricapilla rubricapilla (Wils.). NASHVILLE
WARBLER.—I have only one certain record of this
species. On the nights of Sep. 9, and 10, 1909,
many hirds were killed at the light near the month
of Yarmouth Harbour. A basket containing sixty-
five was handed to me. It contained: Oven-birds
1, Black-throated Green Warblers 7, Black-throated
Blue Warblers 1, Parula Warblers 1, Wilson's
Warblers 3, Black and White Warblers 1, Yellow
Warblers 2, Magnolia Warblers 1, Blackburnian
Warblers 4, Nashville Warblers 1, Northern Water-
thrushes 7, Savannah Sparrows 5, Maryland Yellow-
throats 13, Redstarts 13, Red-eyed Vireos 4, Wood
Pewee 1.

648a. Compsothlypis americana wusne® Brewst. NORTHERN
Parura WARBLER.—Fairly common summer resi-
dent. First appearance (3 years) May 15. Latest
date seen Aug. 28, excepting observation under
Nashville warbler above.

652. Dendroica wstiva estiva (Gmel.). YELLOW WARBLER.—
About the town of Yarmouth this is our most
common warbler. First appearance (11 years)
May 13. Last appearance (7 years) Sep. 9.

f54. Dendroica cerulescens cerulescens (Gmel.). Brack-
THROATED BLUE WARBLER.—Only five observations
in seventeen years: Jul. 12, 1903; Jul. 7 and 9, 1904;
Oct. 18, 1906, and Sep. 11, 1909.
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Dendroica coronata (Linn.). MyYRTLE WARBLER.—An
abundant summer resident, and fairly common
winter resident. Date of becoming common in
spring (9 years) Apr. 29. It remains common as
late as the middle of QOct. Oct. 8, 1909, a partial
albino was observed. Entire head and neck, bill,
and feet white, & very few dark streaks on body
and tail, and wings about half white. The yellow
patches, however, of the erown, rump, and sides. of
breast were retained faintly, and served, with the
company the bird was in, to identify it.

Dendroica magnolia (Wils.). MagNnoLIA WARBLER.—
Common summer resident. First appearance (6
years) May 20. Last appearance (3 years) Sep. 26.

Dendroica pensylvanica (Linn.). CHESTNUT-SIDED
WaRBLER.—Fairly common summer resident. First
appearance (4 vears) May 21.

Dendroica castanea (Wils.). BAY-BREASTED WARBLER,
—One observation in seventeen years,—a male in
song, June 4, 1911.

Dendroica striata (Forst.). Brack-poLL WARBLER.—
This warbler makes its appearanee about the town
of Yarmouth about May 15, and its song may be
heard among the ornamental trees for a few days.
After this, throughout the breeding season, it may
be found in the spruce woods covering the west
cape near Yarmouth Harbour.

Dendroica fusca (Mull.). BLACKBURNIAN WARBLER.—
Rather uncommon summer resident. I have seen
the old birds feeding young during July. Earliest
date seen, May 13.

Dendroica virens (Gmel.). BLACK-THROATED GREEN
WARBLER.—Abundant summer resident. First ap-
pearance (9 years) May 17. Last appearance (6
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years) Sep. 20. Song period from first appearance
to about July 25. I have found them nesting as
early as May 21.

672a. Dendroica palmarum hypochrysea Ridgw. YELLOW
ParM WarBLER.—Rather uncommon summer resi-
dent, and nests in our county; but very common
during the fall migrations. First appearance (3
years) Apr. 25. Last appearance (6 years) Oct. 15.

674. Seiurus aurocopillus (Linn.). OVEN-BIRD.—Common
summer resident inland. First appearance (4 years)
May 17. Last appearance (3 years) Aug. 27.
While camping at Mood’s Mill we noticed that the
common cry of “Teach-er, Teach-er,—-" ceased
after Aug. 7, but that the aerial song continued
through the month. A nest was found at Carleton,
Yarmouth Co., May 24, 1912, nearly completed.
It was in a hollow of the ground, and dome-shaped,
with the entrance at the side.

675. Seiurus noveboracensis noveboracensis (Gmel.). WATER-
THRUSH.—HEight or ten observed in seventeen years.
At Carleton, Yarmouth Co., a pair was observed
feeding young July -4, 1904. Latest observation,
Sep. 21.

679. Oporornis philadelphia (Wils.). MoURNING WARBLER.—
Four observations only: June 1903, one; July 7, 1904,
one; July 16, 1904, a female; July 30, 1911, a pair.

681. Geothlypis trichas trichas (Linn.). MARYLAND YELLOW-
THROAT.—Qur most common warbler in low places.
First appearance (8 years) May 17. Last appear-
ance (8 years) Sep. 20,

685. Wilsonia pusilla pusilla (Wils.). WiLsoN's WARBLER.—
Five observations only. Seen with young at Deer-
field, Aug. 10 and 13, 1908. See note under Nashville
warbler,
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Wilsonia canadensis (Linn.). CANADIAN WARBLER.—
Rather uncommon summer resident. Evidently
breeds here, as it has been seen feeding young
several times. Earliest date secen May 24. Latest
Aug. 29.

Setophaga ruticilla (Linn.). RepsTaArRT.—Abundant
summer resident. First appearance (5 years) May
19. Last appearance (5 years) Sep. 1.

Anthus rubescens (Tunstall). AmEericaN PrriT.—Two
observations. A large flock seen Sep. 26, 1906,
and another in the fall of 1903,

Dumetella carolinensis (Linn.). CATBIRD.—An un-
common summer resident in this vicinity. Earliest
date seen May 23. Latest, Oct. 3.

Nannus hiemalis hiemalis (Vieill.). WiINTER WREN.—
Sep. 30, 1905, one observed; Oct. 26, 1905, one.
July 16, 1906, at Mood’s Mill, and from then on to
the end of the month in that loeality one was heard
in full song., On July 30 two were heard. These
are the only observations of this species.

Certhia familiaris americana (Bonap.). Brownx
CREEPER.—Rare in summer, but during some
winters it is rather common, being found in company
with the kinglets and chickadees.

Sitta carolinensis carolinensis Lath. WHITE-BREASTED
NursHaTcH.—I have not seen more than a dozen in
seventeen years.

Sitta canadensis Linn. RED-BREASTED NUTHATCH.—
More common here than the last, and becomes
abundant some years during the fall migrations.
On May 24, 1912, at Carleton, an adult was observed
feeding a fledgeling. The latter, however, was well
developed and almost weaned from parental care.
Nesting evidently began early.
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Penthestes alricapillus atricapillus (Linn.). Brack-
cAPPED CHICKADEE,—Abundant resident. Nesting
begins as early as Apr. 20. In two cases observed,
the sitting bird would allow herself to be stroked
while on the nest, and was only driven off by jarring
the stump.

Penthestes hudsonicus littoralis (Bryant). AcaDIAN
CHICKADEE.—A record of the comparative abund-
ance of this and the last species, kept carefully for
three years, shows that the Acadian chickadee may
be found here at any time, but is mere common
during the winter than the summer months; and
that the Black-cap is generally more abundant at
any time of year. While I have never found the
nest, I have seen them feeding young here in July.

Regulus satrape safrapa Licht. (OLDEN-CROWNED
KingLeET.—Common winter resident, and a few
remain with us throughout the summer. Observed
in every month except June. Heard insong in Apr.
1909, and July 1910.

Regulus calendula calendula (Linn.). RUBY-CROWNED
KingLET.—Fairly common summer resident. First
appearance (4 years) Apr. 30.

Hylocichla fuscescens fuscescens (Steph.). WiLsown’s
THrUsSH; VEERY.—AD uncommon summer resident.
Occurs very locally and may be found in the same
place year after year. I know of only three “tangles”
in Yarmouth Co. where I can be reasonably sure
of hearing its wild ringing song.

Huylocichla alicie bicknelli Ridgw. BickNeLL's TurusH.
—PFound in only one locality about Yarmouth, as
far as my observations are concerned. A number
of them summer on the West Cape near the mouth
of the harbour, and probably nest there.
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758a. Huylocichla wustulata swainsoni (Tschudi). OLIVE-
BACKED THRUSH.—Only twice observed. Aug. 11,
1904, one; July 10, 1905, four or five, probably one
family.

759b. Hylocichle guttata pallasi {Cab.). HErRMIT THRUSH.—
Common summer resident. First appearance (4
years) Apr. 26. Last appearance (5 years) Oct. 22.

761. Planesticus migratorius migratorius (Linn.). AMERICAN
RoBin.-—Abundant summer resident. A few remain
over all winter. First appearance (10 years) Mar.
25. Become common ({11 years) Mar. 29. Nest-
ing commonly by Apr. 30. Last appearance (8
years) Nov. 14.

766. Sialia stalis sialis (Linn.,)., BLueBiRD.—Only seven
observations in all: five in fall and two in spring.
I have been told that they nested here in Yarmouth,
and at Carleton. In May, 1911, a pair appeared
and paid some attention to nesting boxes on a farm
about three miles from Yarmouth but in a day or
two they disappeared.
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