For Enlarging the Powers granted by His Majesty
tothe Royal Institution of Great Britain, and
for extending and more effectually promoting

the O hjeﬂs thereof.

SHEREAS by Letters Patent under the Great Seal
y of Greal Britain bearing date the thirteenth day of

: * jesty’s Reign, after reciting that several of His
Majesty'’s Subjects were desirous of forming a Publie In-
stitution for diffusing the Knowledge and facilitating the
General Introduction of Useful Mechanical Tnventions and
Improvements ; and for teaching by Courses of Philosophical
Lectures and Experiments, the Application of Science to the
Common Purposes of Life, His Majesty did give and grant
That George Earl of Winchilsea and Nottingham and several
other Persons therein named, and such other Persons as
should be from time to time elected in manner thereinafter di-
rected, and their Successors should for ever thereinafier be hy
virtue thereof one Body Politic by the name of * The Pro-
prietors of the Royal Institution of Great Britain ;” and by the
same name have perpetual Suceession, and for ever therealtor
bave power to purchase, receive, and possess any Goods and
Chattles whatsoever, and (notwithstanding the Statute of

A Mortmain)
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Mortmain) to purchase, hold, and enjoy to them and their
Successors, any Lands, Tenements, and Hereditaments what-
soever, not exceeding at the time or times of g thoercol
respectively the yearly value at a Rack Rent of Two Thousantl
FPoundsinthewhale: And His Majesty’s furtherWill and Pleasure
was, that in case any Proprietor of the said Institution should
be desirous of parting with his Right and Interest therein,
and should in writing notify the same unto the Committee
of Managers, to be appointed as therein is mentioned,
Then it should be lawful for the said Managers to elect in the
Room of such Proprietor a Person nominated by such Pro-
prietor, and then Right and Interest of such Proprietor
should determine and theneeforth become vested in such Per-
son so elected : And also that in case of the Death of any
Proprictor, it should be lawful for his or her Executors or
Administrators to nominate a Person to be admitted or bal-
lotted for as a Proprietor in the Right of the Proprietor so
dying, subject to such Restrictions and Regulations as are
therein contained :

Thatthe Pr.  cdind - whereas the ﬂ'ﬂpﬂﬂ'ﬁ'ﬂ"ﬁ of the said Tostitution have
prictors have g n very eonsiderable Kxpense purchased and provided a
purehased % Jarge and commodious House and Buildings situate in Albe-
formed a Mi- marle Street, in the Parish of Saint George, Hanover Square,
neml, Collte- jn the County of Middlesex, for the Purposes of the said In-
tion, Librares © 9 - E 3 : -
and Lators- Stitution, and have formed a Mineral Colleetion of British
tery. Specimens scientifically arranged, and extensive and valuable
Libraries: And also have erected and furnished a spacious
and useful Laboratory, in which are made Experiments and
Investigations important in a very high degree to the Im-
provement of Chemical Science, and to its” Application to
Arts and Manufactures in this Country ; and in the eourse of
which Discoveries bave been made highly honourable to this
}".g'E and the British Nation ;

Inereased And whereas the increased Seale of Expenditure which has
Scabe of Ex- necessarily attended the increased Sealé of the Establishment

pemiliture,

srd Resclu- having farexceeded the Funds of the said Institution, the Ma-

ton of the  paoers have lately laid a State of their Concerns before a Ge-
FI!.IFI:H'.IH!, =

neral Meeting of the Proprietors, at which it was unanimously
determined, That the National Objects to which the Royal
Institution is now applied, should not be abandoned on Ac-
count of any Sacrifice of Froperty which may be required on
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their Part, but with a View to attract the Interest of Scientific
and Public Characters in its ﬁ"__ﬂqﬂ1.’:::1::':.:!F and to induce them to
i active Co-operation its Support, that Measyres
m#ﬁ'mkEn to form on its Basis 'aPFuh'Iic National nnd
Pérmanent Establishment, devoted to the Cultivation of prac-
tical Seience, and to the Promotion of every Improvement in
Agriculture, Manufactures, and the Arts :

And wheress the Saleable and Hereditary Right in the
Shares and Property of the said Tnstitution, have operated as
Impediments to that General Interest and Co-operation which
appear to be Essential to such a Public National and Perma-
nent Fstablishment 4s dloresaid, and therefore a Genceral
Meeting of the Proprietois have agreed, That such Saleable
and Hereditary Right shall be entirely dome away ; and that
every Proprietor wflq'm shall relinquish and give up his or her
Saleable and Hereditary Share and Property in the said In-
stitution, shall become a Life Member thereof only ; and as a
Compensation for such his or her Saleable and Hereditary
Right as aforesaid, shall have the Power of nominating by

ing wnder bis Hand, or by his Will, any Person being his
Wifee or Child or other Relation in Blood to be admitted to
the Privileges of a Life Subscriber to the said Institution ;
and in the mean time and until such Nomination, every Life
Member shall have the Power of admitting one Person to the
Lectares, Collections, Libraries and Reading Rooms, whenever
he shall himself personally attend:

And whereas an Appraised Valuation has been lately made
by skilful Persoms of the Property and Effects of the said
Tnstitution, in Order to ascertain the Valoe of each Proprie-
tor's Share therein, which appears by such Valuation to
amount to the Sum of Forty-two Pounds and Tenpence,
or thereabouts, being the Value of each Proprietor’s Share ;
and it has been agreed by the Proprietors sﬁrsmt at a special
General Meeting, convened in the Manner directed by the Bye
Laws of the said Institution, That in Case any Proprietor
shall not Consent to become a Life Member of the said Insti-
tution, then and in such Case as a Compensation for such his
ot her Hereditary and Salcable Share or Property as afore.
said, such Proprietor shall teceive the pecuninry Compensa
tion of Forty-two Pounds and Ten-pence, or at his or her Op-
tion such Sum of Money as shall be ascertained by a Jury to

be
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be the Value of such his or her Share or Property as herein.
after is provided or mentioned

srrent - And whereas by the. said Letters Patent and by the Bye
Eleniey o Laws made in pursnance thereof, the Affairs and Concergs
Munagers  of the said Institution are directed apd governed by a Com-
wnd Vuitors. mitten of Managers, consisting of the President, fifteen Ma-
nagers and the Secretary ; and the sajd Institution is from
time to time inspected and examined by a Committee of Vi
sitors, consisting of the Treasurer and fifteen Visitors, the
Members of the said Committees being chosen by and from
among the Proprietors of the said Institution, and the Presi.
dent, Treasurer, Secretary and one third of the Managers and
one third of the Visitors having been renewed or chosen Annu.

ally on the first day of May, or when that day has fallen on
a Sunday on the next day :

PropuedVa-  And whereas it is deemed expedient, That all the said Ma-

Tiabien in

such Ekre-  1AZETS and Visitors should be renewed or chosen annually,
tion. and that the greater Number of such Managers and Visitors
jespectively shall be, Members. of. the, said - Institution, arho

have'not been Manugers or Visitors during the preceding
Year:

The present And whereas by the said Letiers Patent the Power of mak-
i 0 ing, altering and repealing Bye Laws for the Regulation of the
Lawamad  SRI0 Institution, is vested in the said Managers, with the
;';'_"r::ﬁ Consent of the said Visitors, and the Confirmation of the said
~ ' Proprietorsat large ; and the Powerof electing the Proprietors

or Members of the said Institution, and the Honorary Mem-

hers of the said Institution 15 also vested in the said Mea-
nagers :

PropowedVa-  And whereas it is deemed expedient, That the said Powers

ration these of making, altering and repealing Bye Laws, and of clecting

- the .ﬁ-‘Il:l'lllEEl‘E and Ii—lﬁ.n norary Members of the said Institution,
should be vested in the M{-mh:r:-'. at large, subject to the Re-
strictions hereinafter mentioned :

And whereas the said several Purposes. cannot be carried
into Effect without the Aid of Parliament,

May
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May it therefore please Your MAJESTY,

That it may be Enacted ; Hwd be it €nacted by the K TN G's
Most Excellent Masesty, by and with the Advice and Consent
of the Lords Spiritgal and Temporal, and Commons, in this
present Parlisment assembled, and by the Authority of the
same, That from and atler the passing of this Act, the Objects
of the said Body Politic and the Powers vested in them by
the said Charter and this Act respectively, shall be extended
and applied to the Promotion of Chemical Science by Expe-
riments and Lectures for Improving Arts and Manuotactures,
to diseovering the Uses of the Mineral and other Natural Pro-
ductions of this Country; and'to the Diffusion and Extension
of useful Knowledge in general: and that the Name of
“The Proprictors of the Royal Institution of Great Bri-
tain,” by the said Charter directed to be used, shall cease and
be discontinued : And that in lien thereof' the Name of the
said Body Poelitic shall be * The Members of the Royal In-
stitution of Great Britain,” which last mentioned Name shall
be as valid. . aal tor all imtents and purposes whatso-
ever, as if the same had been originally comprized in the said
Charter.

b be it furtfier Snacted, That from and after the passing
of this Act, no Member or Proprictor of the said lostitution
shall have any further or greater Share, Right, or Interest
therein, than for and during the Term of lis natural Life :
And that the said Clavsesin the said Letters Patent, whereby
it is declared, that in Case any Proprietor of the said Institu-
tion shall be desirous of  parting with his Right and Interest
in the Property thereof, and shall notify the same, Then it
shall be lawful for the Managers to elect in the Room of such
Proprietor, a Person to_be nominated by such Proprietor ;
and that in Case of the Death of any Proprictor, 1t shall be
lawful for his or her Executors or Administrators, to nominate
a Person to be ballotted for or admitted in the Room of such
deceased Proprictor, who, if a lawfully born Child of such de-
ceased Proprietor, shall be admitted as a Proprietor, but if
other than a lawfully born Child of such deecased Proprietor,
shall be ballotted” for Election as a Proprietor, shall null
and void to all intents and purposes whatsoever :

B Provided
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Probvived altvang and be it furcher Enacted, That each and
every Proprietor or Member who shall be willing to give up
and relinguish his or her Hereditary and Saleable Share or
Property in the said Institufion, in Consideration of such
Power and Privileges as are next heremn after mentioned, shall
in such Form as shall be fixed by the Bye Laws of the said
Institution, have the Power of nominating by Writing under
his or her Hand, or by his or her Will, or any Codicil thereto
attested by Two or more Witnesses, one Person, being his
Wife or Child or other Relation in Blood, to be admitted to
the Privileges of a Life Subscriber to the said Institution, and
in the mean time and until such Nomination, each and every
such Proprictor or Member shall have the Privilege of admit-
ting one Person to the Lectures, Collection, Libraries, and
Reading Rooms whenever he or she shall personally attend,
but not otherwise :

Probided algo and be it further €macted, That in Case any Pro-
rictor or Member, or the Trustee of any Proprietor or
Rlemher, or the Executors or Administrators of any deceased
Proprietor or Member, shall within Three Calendar Months
after the passing of this Act, by Writing under<his, her; or
their Hand or Hands, signify, that he, she, or they will not agrec
1o relinquish and give np his, her, or their Hereditary and Sale-
able Share or Property in the said Institution, in Consideration
of such Power and Pri'-"t'l(E(' as last herein before mentioned,
then each and every such Proprietor or Member, for the time
being, or his or her Trustee, Executors, or Administrators,
shall be paid by the Managers of the said [nstitution, the Sum
of Forty-two Pounds and Ten-pence per Share, as a Compensa-
tion for, and in full satisfaction of, all his, her, or their Share,
Right and Interest in thesaid Institution, unless such Proprietor
or Member, Trustee, Executor, or Administrator, shall within
the space of Three Calendar Months after the Passing of this
Act, bring or cause to be brounght any Actionor Actions in one of
His Majesty's Courts of Record at Westminster, against the said
Corporation, for the Recovery of the Value of his, her, or their
Hereditary and Saleable Share or Shares and Property in the
said Institution, as such Value stood immediately before the
ﬁﬁiﬂg of this Aet, which it shall be lawful for every such
prietoror Member to do and to proceed to Trial therein, in
like Manner as in other Actions at Law; and after "l"m'Erliul!-
1 il
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had thereupon, the said Corporation shall, and they are here-
by required to pay, or cause to be paid, to the Plaintiff or
Plaintiffs in such Action or Actions, such Sum or Sums of
Money as shall be recovered in such Action or Actions as
such Compensation as aforesaid : And the Person or Persons
to whom the same shall be so paid or tendered, shall cease to
be & Proprietor or Member of the said Corporation, or to
have any Share, Property, Right, or Interest therein, pro-
vided that in all Actions where the Verdict shall be given for
more than the Sum of Forty-two Pounds and Ten-pence, the
Costs of Suit shall be paid by the Defendants ; and in all Ae-
tions where the Verdict shall be given for the Sum of Forty-
two Pounds and Ten-pence, or for any less Sum, the Costs of
Suit shall be paid by the Plaintiff or Plaintiffs :

Snb Bbe it further €nactel, That on the First day of May,
which shall be in the Year of our Lord one thousand eight
hundred and Eleven, and from thenceforth in each and
every Year on the First day of May (unless when the same
falls on a Sunday, and then on the next day) the Members of
the said Institution present at their Annual Meeting, shall
then proceed to clect by Ballot, from and among the Mem-
bers of the said Institution (subject nevertheless to the Bye
Laws of the said Institution maﬁiﬂgﬂm Manner and Time
of such Election) not only a ident, Treasurer and Se-
cretary, but also Fifteen or more Managers, and Fifteen
or more Visitors in the Room of the Managers or Visitors of
the preceding Year, the major Part of such Fifteen or more
Managers, and the major Part of such Fifteen or more
Visitors, being Members of the said Institution, who have not
been Managers or Visitors in the preceding Year.

Mnd be it further Enacted, That from and after the pass-
ing of this Act, no Bye Laws shall be made, altered, or
re . except by the Authority of one of the General
Monthly Meetings of the Members of the said Institution :
Provided that no Bye Law, nor the Alteration or Repeal of
any Bye Law, shall be proposed at any Meeting, unless No-
tice of such Bye Law, or of the Alteration or Repeal of any
such Bye Law, shall have been given in Writing signed by
at least Fifteen Members of the nﬂimh'un,-udg sent round
to the said Members Fourteen days at least before such Ge-
neral Monthly Meeting :

And
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And Be it fuether Snacted, That from and: after the

vesied jn he iDZ of this Act, the Power of  the said  Managers to elect
I Riee = =

Proprictors or Members of the swid Institution, and Honorary

Members of the said Institution, shall cease and determing,

and from thenceforth it shall be lawiful for the Members of

the said Institution; at their General Mounthly Meetings from
time to time, as well to clect. and chuse by Ballot such
Persons to be Members of the said Institution, as shall have
been recommended by Four Members at least (in such Firm
as shall be fixed by the Bye, Laws of the said lnstitution)
and shall bave respectively paid or secured to be paid to the
Funds of the Institution, in Case of thejp Election, such An-
nual or other Sum as shall from time to time be fixed for the
Qualification of & Member of the  said Institation ; as also to
elect and chuse by Ballot to be | lonorary Members of the
said Institution, such British Subjects as “are. of the Blood
Royal ; or such Foreigners as are of elevated Rank, or distin-
guished for scientific or literary Attainments,

b Be ir further
: Ny

TS

Enacted, That the General Monthly Meet-
1'4";.'" - the Moan . e 1 8 ., o
JJune, July, August, November, and December, in every
Vear, at Two. 0'Clock in the Afternoon precisely, or on such
other Days and Times, and at such other Hour as shall
from time to time be fixed by the Bye Laws of the said In.
stitution ;

And be it fucther @nacted, That it shall and may he lawfal 1o
and for the Managers of the said Institation (in Writing under .
their Hands) to allow such Salaries to their Professors, Lee-
turers, and Officers, as by such Managers shall be deemed a
reasonable Compensation for theip uty .and Attendance,
notwithstanding such Professors, Lecturers, or Officers, may
be Members of the said Institution, any Thing in the said re-
cited Charter to the Contrary thereof in anywise notwithstand-

ing:

And whereas the Library of Reference and Mineral Collec-
tion have been formed at the Royal Lustitution by Subserip-
One Hundred PU'IH'H’IE-, ar upwnrﬂ:‘-, should be an ”nmditm'_\r
Putron of the said Library and Collection ; and that every
Subscriber

I
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Subseriber of Fifty Pounds, should be a Life Patron of the
same: And it is deemed expedient, that the Hereditary Rights
of the Patrons should be abolished and taken away upon a
fair Compensation : 2S¢ it therefore @nacted, That the Proprie-
tors or Members who have contributed, or who shall contr-
bute to the said Library of Reference and Mineral Collection,
to the amount of One Hundred Pounds or upwards, shall be
Patrons for Life only of the said Library and Collection ; and
each such Patron shall have Power by Writing to appoint any
one other Person (being a Life Member of the said Institution)
to be a Patron for Life of the said Library and Collection.

Provived altvapg and be it Enacted, That Nothing herein
contained shall extend or be construed to extend to prejudice,
lessen, or affect the Rights and Interests of any iiic Sub-
scriber, or Annual Subscriber, in the said Institution, but the
same shall be as good, valid, and effectual in all Respects
whatsoever, as if this Act had not been made:

Anb be it fucther @nacted, That the said recited Letters Pa-
tent, and the Bye Laws made in pursuance thereof (except so
far as the same are altered or made void by this Act, or as
any of the said Bye Laws may be Contrary to the said Let-
ters Patent, or to the Laws ot the Healm) are hereby confirm-
ed and made valid in all Respects, and to all intents and pur-
poses whatsoever :

rid be it fucther @nacted, That this Act shall be deemed
and taken to be a Public Act, and shall be judicially taken
Notice of as such by all Judges, Justices, and others, without
being specially pleaded.
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