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]OHN DITSKY 

Mentor 

He taught me how to deal with words . 
And now, retired, we h~:1 r h~ struggles 
For his grasp on language: '·dishwasher" 
At last he turns to ·'firebox"; 

His daughter"s suitcase he designates 
A "basket." He sits amidst his dictionaries 
Looking for what he's lost. I clon·r 
Like seeing what I'm saying. Words fail. 


