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Minutes 

Society 

of the Executive of The Medical 

Scotia, 1946 of Nova 

T HE annual meeting of the Executive of The Medical Society of Nova 
Scotia was held at the Lord Nelson Hotel, Halifax, N. S., on Tuesday, 

October 9th, 1946, at 2.50 p.m. 
Present: Dr. A. E. Blackett, President; Dr. N . H. Gosse, Dr. H. G. 

Grant, Dr. W. L. Muir, Dr. Margaret E. B. Gosse, Dr. M. G. Tompkins, 
Dr. A. L. Sutherland, Dr. A. Ernest Doull, Dr. R. 0. Jones, Dr. H. W. 
Schwartz, Dr. A. G. MacLeod, Dr. P. S. Cochrane, Dr. H. E. Kelley, Dr. 
G. A. Dunn, Dr. J . S. Murray, Dr. H. K. MacDonald, Dr. J. G. B. Lynch, 
Dr. P. E. Belliveau, Dr. D. F. Mclnnis, Dr. W. A. Hewat, Dr. A. M. Arbuckle, 
Dr. J. S. Robertson, Dr. D. M. Cochrane, Dr. S. Marcus, Dr. H.J. Martin, 
Dr. Wallace Wilson and Dr. A. D. Kelly, President and Assistant Secretary 
respectively of the Canadian Medical Association. 

The President called the meeting to order. 
It was moved by Dr. P. S. Cochrane and seconded by Dr. R. 0. Jones 

that the minutes of last year's meeting as published in the MEDICAL BULLETIN 
of November, 1945, be accepted as read. Carried. 

The Secretary read the motion of Dr. N. H. Gosse made at the semi­
annual executive meeting in November, 1945-"tbat at the next annual meet­
ing there be introduced an amendment to the By-Laws, Article XIII; to 
enable the publishing of a notice of motion in the Nov A ScoTIA MEDICAL 
BULLETIN three months before an annual meeting to have the same effect 
and force as a special meeting under the wording of the present By-Laws." 
The Secretary stated that such a motion was not quite in order, as ac ~ording 
to the By-Laws- "Tbe Constitution and By-Laws of the Society shall not be 
repealed, added to, or amended, unless by a two-thirds vote of the members 
present at the meeting at which such alteration shall be submitted, and unless 
notice of such resolution to alter shall have been given in writing to the Society 
at the next preceding annual or at a special meeting of the Society, and incor­
porated by him in the notices calling the meeting." As Dr. Gosse's motion 
had been given at an executive meeting it was not strictly in order. It would 
have to be put up at the general meeting, and run for a year and then put 
into effect. It was moved by Dr. H. K. MacDonald and seconded by Dr. 
J . G. B. Lynch that Dr. Gosse's notice of motion be brought up at the .first 
general meeting. Carried. 

The motion of Dr. M. G. Tompkins at the semi-annual executive meeting 
in November, 1945- "that a levy of $5.00 be put on each doctor for t.lie next 
three years in order to raise funds for special purposes" had been withdrawn 
by Dr. Tompkins in a letter dated August 25, 1946, as f9llows: 

I beg to withdraw my notice of motion which I gave at a meeting of the Executive 
in Halifax last November. As you may recall I gave notice of motion to increase the 
dues to The Medical Society by five dollars to defray the expenses. of delegates attending 
various meetings held in the interests of our Society. I consider that possibly this 
increase would only mean that some of our present members would withdraw from 
the Society. Hence the increase would defeat its purpose." 



350 THE NOVA SCOTIA MEDICAL BULLETIN 

The following three letters were read by the Secretary. 

Doctor H. G. Grant 
Secretary, Nova. Scotia. Division 
Da.lhousie Public Rea.Ith Centre 
Ha.lifa.x, N. S. 
Dea.r Doctor Gra.nt: 

135 St. Clair Avenue West 
Toronto 5, Sept. 18, 1946 

On January 24th we wrote you a.s per copy enclosed. On February 25th, we were 
a.dvised by your President, Dr. A. E. Blackett, tha.t an Advisory Committee had been 
appointed but the personnel has never been ma.de known to us. 

We have to-day received a letter from the Director General of Treatment Services 
reminding us that they have no Advisory Committee in Halifax, and, if the Doctor of 
Choice P lan is to be effective it is necessary that such a committee be appointed without 
dela.y. Will you please advise us at the earliest possible moment a.s to the personnel of 
your committee. I am sure you will appreciate the importance of this matter. 

Yours sincerely 
(Sgd.) T. C. Routley 

Genera.I Secretary 

January 24, 1946 

TO SECRETARIES OF DIVISIONS 

Dear Doctor: 
Re Medical Care of Veterans 

For For your information, we a.re enclosing herein a. copy of a. letter just received from 
the Department of Veterans Affairs. 

You will note in paragraph (4), the Divisions are requested to appoint an Advisory 
Committee of four members in ea.ch of the cities listed (in addition to Chairman) . 

Will you plea.se advise this office, at your earliest convenience, a.s to the personnel of 
the committees in your Province, in order that we ma.y forwa.rd the complete list of com­
mittees from all Divisions to the Department of Veterans Affairs. 

Your earliest attention to this matter will be appreciated. 

Doctor T. C. Routley 
Genera.I Secretary 
Canadian Medica.l Association 
184 College Street 
Toronto 2B, Ontario 

Dea.r Doctor Routley: 

Yours sincerely 
(Sgd.) T. C. Routley 

General Secretary 

Office of the Deputy Minister 
Ottawa 

22 January, 1946 

(1) The Executive of the Canadian Medical Association at its meeting held in JUJ18, 
tain oon-1945, was informed that the Department of Veterans Affairs proposed, under cer 
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ditions, to make arrangements for veterans whereby they could exercise free choice of their 
medical attendants. 

(2) At the same time, this Department requested your Association to appoint a. Com­
mittee to act in a.n advisory ca.pa.city in a.ll matters pertaining to this Family Doctor Scheme. 

(3) This request wa.s granted a.nd the resultant Committee ha.s been most helpful 
in its advice on many matters including a proper and satisfactory schedule of fees on the 
basis of which the doctors of Canada. will be paid for professional services rendered to 
veterans. 

(4) The Family Doctor Scheme will shortly be going into effect a.cross Canada., and ii). 
order that the closest liaison may be maintained between this Department and the Cana­
dian Medical Association, may this Department now anticipate the further co-operation 
of your Association a.long the following lines which a.re in accordance with suggestions 
a.rising from discussions between officials of your Association and this Department: 

1. That tho Canadian Medical Association, through the Provincial Divisions, will 
appoint in each of the following places an Advisory Committee to this Department; 
Charlottetown; Halifax; Sa.int John, N. B.; Quebec City; Montreal; Ottawa; Hamil­
ton; Kingston; Toronto; London; Winnipeg; Regina.; Saskatoon; Calgary; Edmon­
ton; Vancouver. 

2. That this Advisory Committee shall consist initially of a. Chairman and four other 
members. 

3. That this Committee shall be ready, when called upon by the Department, to advise 
and co-operate with the Treatment Branch of this Department on all matters 
pertaining to the treatment of veterans under the Family Doctor Scheme. 

4. The chief function of these Advisory Committees will be in the maintaining of a. 
high standard of medical practice for veterans. If the accounts rendered by any 
of the doctors a.ta not considered proper by the District Departmental Medical 
Officer, the Central Advisory Committee, through the local medical society where 
the doctor practises, will endeavour to correct this condition. Similarly, where 
questions of the adequacy of treatment by any doctor a.re raised by this Depart­
ment, such matters will be dealt with by the Advisory Committee of the Canadian 
Medical Association on the recommendation of the District Departmental Medical 
Officer. 

(5) When the above Committees a.re appointed, may the Director General of Treat­
ment Services of this Department be notified of the personnel of these Committees in the 
various centres so that appropriate instructions may be issued to all Departmental District 
Medical Officers. 

(6) You a.re fully a.ware of the significance to the Canadian Medical Association of 
this decision of the Department in introducing the Family Doctor Scheme, and I am sure 
we may look forward to the advice and co-operation of these Committees. 

Yours very truly 

(Sgd.) W. S. Woods 
Deputy Minister 

Dr. Grant: "Mr. President, you sent me down a list of names and I 
consulted with different members and the reason no one has acted is that they 
felt it was a one way scheme." · 

Dr. Kelly stated that he had heard that point raised and thought that the 
function of the Committee would certainly extend to cover the point which 
Doctor Grant just mentioned. He thought that the closest relationship would 
exist and that it ought to work both ways. He said there was a further thing 
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which might be stated; it was decided that as this committee would be doing 
a useful work for the Department as well as for the profession, they would be 
paid a remuneration from the Canadian Medical Association, and the fee is 
at present $10.00 whenever the Committee meets. 

Dr. Wilson stated that this committee would represent the practising 
doctors in presenting views to the Department. 

Dr. Lynch stated that where there were D .V.A. hospitals some con­
troversy is apt to arise. He moved that the personnel of this Committee be 
left to the Nominating Committee, with Dr. J. R. Corston as Chairman, and 
f.our other members appointed who would be easily accessible to Halifax. 

The next letter was one from Dr. Kelly concerning a schedule of fees for 
veterans, to which was attached a long schedule of fees. 

Dr. Kelly: '"A year ago this month one representative from each Provin­
cial Division met in Ottawa and revised the schedule of fees to be acceptable a ll 
over Canada, this contained 953 items. This was accepted by Dr. Warner, 
Director General of Treatment Services, D.V.A., but was not accepted by the 
Treasury Board. In spite of representation made to individual members of 
the Treasury Board they asked that the C.M.A. reconsider this schedule . 
This was done in May and 516 items were deleted, which left 438 items. These 
438 items were gone over very carefully at the annual meeting at Banff and 
approval was given to this amended schedule. It was then forwarded to 
Doctor Warner. The list is too long to read, and was just sent for your in­
formation." 

The following two letters were next read by the Secretary. 

Secretary 
Nova Scotia Division 
Canadian Medical Association 
Dalhousie Public Health Clinic 
Halifax, N. S. 

Dear Sir: 

203 Medical Dental Building 
Vancouver, B. C. 

10th September, 1946 

At a recent meeting of the Nucleus of the Canadian Medical Association Committee 
on Economics a letter from Dr. T . C. Routley, concerning the D.V.A. Schedule of Fees 
(copy attached hereto), was read and discussed. 

The discussion on this subject culminated in a motion that this matter be referred to 
the Divisions for further study and report. 

It will be appreciated if this matter may be studied by your Division and a report 
submitted to this Committee as soon as possible. 

Yours sincerely 

(Sgd.) G. F. Strong, M.D. 
Chairman, Committee on Economics 

Canadian Medical Association 



THE NOV A SCOTIA MEDICAL BULLETIN 353 

Dr. Q . F. Strong 

Medical Dental Building 
Vancouver, B. C. 

Dear Doctor Strong: 

COPY 

June 24, 1946 

Re : D.V.A. Schedule of Fees 

You will recall that at the meeting of General Council in Banff the following resolution 
was approved : 

"Whereas the question of the use of a general practitioner schedule and special­
ists schedules or the use of a general schedule as the official policy of the C.M.A. is 
a matter of fundamental importance as a matter of broad principle; 

" And whereas this Council has embarked on the establishment of a fee schedule 
for the D.V.A. under such emergency stress of time that adequate opportunity for the 
study of the principle involved could be taken only at considerable disadvantage to 
the forwarding of the D.V.A. scheme, the launching of which we feel is demanded both 
by the vet-erans and the profession; 

"Therefore be it resolved that the adoption of the multiple schedule scheme is 
done without prejudice and that the question be referred to the Divisions for study; 
and that a special committee be set up to correlate and report the results at a. later 
date." 
This resolution was brought to the attention of the Executive Committee on June 

14th, and I have been instructed to refer it to the Committee on Economics. 

Yours sincerely 

(Sgd.) T. C. Routley 
Genera.I Secretary 

It was decided that this letter should be brought up at the general meeting 
and then turned over to the Committee on Economics. 

The Secretary next read a letter from Dr. W. Bramley-Moore concerning 
status of full time D.V.A. medical men, and it was decided that as this did 
not apply to this Society that the letter should be filed. (It was later dis­
covered that this letter should really have gone to the Provincial Registrar, 
and the letter was forwarded to him.) 

The Secretary stated that he had received a letter from Dr. A. D . Kelly 
dated August 15th, concerning Senior or Life Membership, and that he was 
able to answer all the points contained in the letter, except the last one, which 
was as follows- " As you know, one of the purposes of this survey member­
ship qualifications is to determine whether ordinary membership in the C.M.A. 
might be conferred on Divisional Senior or Life Members, the Division agree­
ing to reimburse the C. M. A. to the extent of $4.00 for each such Divisional 
Senior Member." 

It was moved by Dr. J. G. B. Lynch and seconded1by Dr. N. H. Gosse 
that The Medical Society of Nova Scotia pay the iS4~00 of any honorary 
member in this Society until such time as they become senior members of the 
C. M. A. Carried. 
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A letter from Edgar W. Mingo was not read as it had already been pub­
ished in the NovA ScoTIA MEDICAL BULLETIN. 

The Secretary next read the following letter. 

Dr. H. G. Grant 
D a.lhou!ie Public Health Clinic 
Morris Street 
Halifax, N. S. 

Dear Sir: 

I sa.w Dr. Blackett in New Glasgow la.st week a.nd inquired a.bout the programme for 
our October meeting. He informed me that you had planned our programme for this meet­
ing. I suggested that we invite the Director of Industrial Hygiene, Department of Na.tiona.l 
Rea.Ith and Welfare, Ottawa., as one of our lecturers. Industrial Medicine is a. new field 
in this Province a.nd his presence would help to stimulate interest among our industrial 
physicians. Dr. Blackett suggested that I write you re the a.hove. 

Yours truly 

(Sgd.) A. M. Arbuckle, M.D. 
Cha.irma.n, Industria.l Medical Committee 

It was suggested that this letter be passed on to the semi-annual executive 
meeting for consideration in next year's programme. 

The following letter was next read by the Secretary. 

Dr. H. G. Grant 
Dear Doctor: 

November 9, 1945 

I have before me your letter notifying me of my nomination a.gain on the Historica.l 
Committee. I ha.ve been on this committee for a. few yea.rs and very little is done. 

I have a.n idea. in my mind. I should think that a. historica.l pa.per should be given at 
a.ll our conventions, a.nd if suitable, a.t the banquet-before the wives a.nd daughters of the 
doctors of this Province. You know yourself that medical history is important, and very 
much so in order to a.waken interest a.mong the members of the medical profession. We 
would have no English literature if it hadn't been for Shakespeare, Johnson, Milton, Pope, 
Goldsmith, etc. We would have no French literature if Corneille, Ra.cine, Moliere, Volta.ire, 
Chateaubriand, had not lived. At College, the thing we all do, the great thing we all do 
is to study the Lives of Great Men. Longfellow gives us the very incentive to this in his 
Psalm of Life, which you know very well, 

Lives of great men a.ll remind us 
We can make our lives sublime, 
And departing leave behind us 
Footprints on the sands of time. 

There is a. young group of medica.l men growing in this province, a.nd young men who 
want to make their lives "sublime." Why not consider the feasibility of going at this in 
the right wa.y by authorizing the Historical Committee to begin this study, so precious to 
us a.11 a.nd so important. 

Do not believe that I wish to blow my horn, I a.m merely suggesting this to you and 
allowing you to mention this to your best advisors. 

Yours truly 
(Sgd.) J. E. LeBla.nc 
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It was suggested that this letter also be passed on to the semi-annual 
executive meeting for consideration in next year's programme. 

Letters of appreciation were received from Doctor W. H. Robbins of 
New Glasgow for being elected an honourary member, from Doctor Jemima 
MacKenzie for honourary membership for 1946, and from Mrs. Katharine 
MacMaster and Miss Mabel M. Morrison. 

The following letter was read by the Secretary. 

Doctor H. G. Grant 
Dalhousie Public Health Centre 
Halifax, N. S. 
Dear Doctor Grant: 

135 St. Clair Avenue, West 
Toronto 5, Ontario 
September 10, 1946 

As you are aware, I am leaving in a few days for England, and unfortunately will have 
tp miss the Nova Scotia meeting in Halifax. This I regret exceedingly as I always enjoy 
the Divisional meetings, but not being twins, I cannot be two places at once. 

I shall be thinking about you fellows when you are together, and would like in this 
way to extend my heartiest greetings to the Division, and express the hope that your meeting 
will be an unqualified success. 

With kindest regards, I am 
Yours sincerely 

(Sgd.) T. C. Routley 
General Secretary 

Doctor N. H. Gosse moved that in view of all the counsel Doctor Routley 
had given over the years that a cable of greetings be sent to Doctor Routley, 
also expressing regret that he was not at the meeting. This was seconded by 
Doctor P. S. Cochrane and carried. As Doctor A. D. Kelly advised that 
Doctor Routley was either on his way by plane from England to Canada, or 
had already arrived in Canada, it was decided to send the wire to Toronto. 

The following letter was next read by the Secretary. 

Colonel A. E. Blackett, M.D.,C.M. 
President, Medical Society of Nova Scotia 
New Glasgow, N. S. 
Dear Dr. Blackett: 

New Germany, N. 
September 8, 1946 

As a member of the Nova Scotia Medical Society I should Like to bring before you a 
matter which I believe should benefit all members of the medical profession in this province 
and meet with their approval. With the annual meeting of the Society soon coming up, 
I am bringing the matter to your attention now, so that it may be discussed at the meeting, 
and if approved, action be taken on it immediately. It concerns the licensing of cars by 
medical men in this province. In some provinces, Ontario for example, the license plate 
for all licensed physicians and surgeons cars commences with a. "D" followed by the number, 
e.g. D7216. This D prefixing the number is reserved for Doctors only. All traffic police­
men and other authorities recognize this as being a Doctor's car, and certain courtesies 
are extended them as a. group regarding traffic violations. In Nova Scotia, most of the 
doctors display a green cross or some similar design representing the medical profession. 
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However, there are other groups who also display a. green sign (cross) with O.D. in small 
letters a.t the bottom, optometrists. If a.11 medical men had similar prefixes, e.g. M.D. 
63106, it would eliminate other professions from simulating the medical profession. 

I a.m sure that if the Society as a. group requested the Minister of Highways to have 
special license plates for physicians and surgeons it could be easily arranged. Even if there 
were an extra. charge of 50c to Sl.00 for same in cost of license, I am sure that most doctors 
would not object as the benefits for courtesies extended would ·more than balance the extra. 
charge, if any, imposed by the Department of Highways. 

I would like therefore to have this suggestion brought before the annual meeting in 
October, and if approved by the Society, to have some member appointed and immediately 
contact the Minister of Highways to see if such proposal might not be adopted for the 
licensing of c·a.rs by physicians and surgeons during the coming year. The sea.son is late 
and in all probability orders for new plates have been sent in already, but if too late for the 
coming year, it could always be instituted the following year. 

Persona.Uy, I think the adoption of such as outlined above, would be of great benefit 
to the Nova. Scotia. medical profession. It is in practise in other provinces and in some of 
the States of the Union and has proved successful. · 

Trusting that this suggestion might be given some consideration at the next meeting, 
I remain 

• J 

• • I 
Yours very truly 

(Sgd.) Allister L. Cunningham 

It was agreed that this letter be passed on for consideration at the semi­
annual meeting of the Executive. 

The following letter was next read by the Secretary. 

To S ecretaries of Divisions 

Dear Doctor: 

Re : P asteurization o f Milk 

135 St. Clair Avenue, West 
Toronto 5, On tario 

June 25, 1946 

At our recent Annual Meeting in Ban.ff a. wire was received from the Health League 
of Canada. requesting the Association to pass a resolution endorsing pasteurization of milk 
and requesting Provincial Medical Societies and their constituent units to urge action by 
the various Provinces concerned. 

The following resolution was passed by the Executive Committee: 
That this Health League of Canada. be advised that this Association is in favour 

of the principle of compulsory pasteurization of milk and will so advise the Divisions. 

Yours sincerely 

(Sgd.) A. D. Kelly 
Assistant Secretary 

It was moved by Doctor P. S. Cochrane, and seconded by D octor G. A. 
Dunn, that the Society express itself as being in favour of compulsory pasteur­
izati'On of milk in Nova; Scotia. Carried. 
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The following letter was next read by the Secretary. 
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504 Southam Building 
Calgary, Alberta 

The Secretary 
Canadian Medical Association 
Nova. Scotia Division 
183 Hollis Street 
Halifax, N. S. 

Dear Doctor: 

25th June, 1946 

Re: Divisional Bulletin for Members of the General Council, C.M.A. 

I note that Manitoba. a.nd your province, along with ours, a.re the only ones who do 
not offer their Divisional Bulletin to the General Council without charge. I a.m very inter­
ested to know whether it is your intention to follow the example of British Columbia., Sas­
katchewan, and Ontario. Personally I feel that if we give the Bulletin to the General Coun­
cil without cost, that the Canadian Medical Association could in turn a.t lea.st supply our 
members to the Genera.I Council with the Canadian Medical Association Journal without 
cost. 

Yours sincerely 

(Sgd.) W. Bramley-Moore, M.D. 
Hon. Secretary-Treasurer 

The Secretary stated that the annual cost of mailing the Nov A ScoTIA 
MJ<mICAL BULLETIN to members of General Council would be $452.00, and then 
read the following letter. 

Dr. H. G. Grant 
Dalhousie Public Health Clinic 
Halifax, N. S. 

Dear Dr. Grant: 

June 21, 1946 

R e : Divisional Bulletin for Members of General Council 

At the Annual Meeting held recently in Ba.nff, reports were received from the Divisions 
with regard to the cost to the C.M.A. (if any) of providing Divisional Bulletins to members 
of General Council. 

According to the reports received, the following Divisions were willing to provide their 
Bulletins to members of the General Council of the C.M.A. without cost: British Columbia., 
Saskatchewan, Ontario. The following Divisions do not publish a. bulletin: Quebec, New 
Brunswick, Prince Edward I sland. 

The remaining Divisions quoted the following prices for one year's subscription to 
the Bulletin for each member of General Council: 

Alberta ............... . ................. . ........ $244. 20 
Manitoba ....................................... . 243.35 
Nova Scotia. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 452 . 88 

After considering the matter very thoroughly, it was duly moved, seconded and agreed 
that this matter be referred back to the Alberta., Manitoba. and Nova. Scotia. Divisions with 
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the recommendation that they give the question further consideration, and that all Divisions 
pubHshing bulletins be furnished with a Council mailing list in the event that they wish to 
send their bulletins to these doctors. Enclosed herein you will please find a. list of the mem­
bers of General Council. 

We shall be glad to hear from you further in this connection. 

Yours sincerely 

(Sg'd.) A. D. Kelly 
Assistant Secretary 

It was moved by Doctor H. K. MacDonald and seconded by Dr. A. 
Ernest Doull that a committee of three, consisting of Doctor Grant, Doctor 
Muir, wi1.h power to add, look into this matter and report at the semi-annual 
executive meeting. 

Doctor A. R. Morton then entered and stated that at a meeting of the 
Nova Scotia Health Officers' Association held that morning the question of 
their annual meeting came up and the opinion of the meeting as a whole was 
that they felt they should have a whole day previous to the Executive meeting 
of The Medical Society of Nova Scotia. 

Doctor M . G. Tompkins moved that in· future the annual meeting be 
made up of three days, the first day to be devoted solely to the public health 
work, and the two following days to the business and clinical programme 
of The Medical Society of Nova Scotia, (this resolution was later withdrawn). 

It was moved by Doctor W. A. Hewat and seconded by Doctor R. 0. 
Jones that at the next semi-annual executive meeting the matter of co-opera­
tion with the Nova Scotia Medical Health Officers' Association re holding of 
annual meeting be considered. Carried. 

Doctor Wallace Wilson, the President of the Canadian Medical Associa­
tion: "Mr. President, I want to tell you how much we appreciate the opportun­
ity of being with you at this your annual meeting and the Dalhousie Refresher 
Course. We are enjoying every minute of it and on behalf of the parent 
association I bring you greetings and best wishes for a successful meeting." 

A further letter from Doctor A. D. Kelly, dated August 15th, in reference 
to his letter of June 26th, regarding senior or life membership, was then brought 
up, and is to be answered by the Secretary. 

The following letter was next read by the Secretary. 

403 Roy Building 
Ha.Hfax, N. S. 

Dr. H. G. Grant 
Secretary, Nova. Scotia. Medics.I Society 
Dalhousie Clinic Building 
Halifax, N. S. 

Dea.r Dr. Grant: 

October 4, 1946 

At a meeting of the Executive of the Nova Scotia. Branch of the Canadian Canoer 
Society, it wa.s felt that there should be a. close liaison between this Society and yours, and 
it was therefore unanimously decided that we should ask your body if they would agree 
to appoint an advisory committee to this organization. 
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Will you be so kind as to take this up at your forthcoming meeting. 
With many thanks in advance for your Jcind co-operation, I am 

Yours very truly 

359 

Canadian Cancer Society (Nova. Scotia. Branch) 
(Sgd.) E. A. Hartling 

Secretary 

It was moved by Doctor J . G. B. Lynch that the Cancer Committee.of 
The Medical Society of Nova Scotia be the body to co-operate with the Cana­
dian Cancer Society, and that this be suggested to the Nominating Committee. 
This was seconded and carried. 

The following honourary members were nominated: 

Doctor W. L. Muir by Doctor J. G. B. Lynch. 
Doctor T. C. Routley by Doctor P . S. Cochrane. 
Doctor Dan Murray by Doctor W. L. Muir. 

These nominations were moved by Doctor J. G. B. Lynch and seconded 
by Doctor J . S. Murray. Carried. 

Report of the Legislative Committee 

Dr. H. G. Grant 
Secretary, The Medical Society of Nova Scotia 
Halifax, N. S . 
Dear Doctor Grant: 

September 14, 1946 

The Legislative Committee did not meet during the year as there was no 
business requiring consideration by the Legislative Committee arising during 
the course of the year. 

Yours sincerely 
(Sgd.) J . W. Reid, Chairman 

It was moved by Doctor Reid and seconded that this report be received. 
Carried. 

Report of Cancer Committee 
The Cancer Committee of The Medical Society of Nova Scotia met to 

discuss and answer a letter received from Professor Boyd, chairman of the 
Cancer Committee of the C. M . A., asking for an expression of opinion regard­
ing the disposal in part of the King George the Fifth Silver Jubilee Cancer 
Fund. This communication arose from a request from a provincial body for 
a substantial portion to further research efforts of that particular organiza­
tion-or, failing the amount asked, the proportion corresponding to that sub­
scribed in that particular province be made available. 

Your committee invited Doctors S. R. Johnston and N. II. Gosse to join 
it in its deliberations and we were of the opinion that the fund should be used 
in a national rather than in a provincial way, and that the Canadian Cancer 
Society was the medium through which the greatest number would be likely 
to benefit. 
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The committee again met and contributed to the April number of the 
BULLETIN urging its members to support the Nova Scotia Branch of the Cana­
dian Cancer Society in its campaign for membership a nd funds and suggested 
that The Medical Society of Nova Scotia appoint a medical advisory commit­
tee to give guidance to the provincial branch of the Canadian Cancer Society 
in its efforts to modify tho ravages of this scourge. 

H . W . Schwartz, Chairman 

Doctor Schwartz moved the adoption of this report which was seconded 
and carried . 

Report of the Committee on Public Health, Nova Scotia Medical 
Society 

To the Executive and M embers of Tho Nova Scotia M edical Socie ty. 
This Committee did not meet during the Society year for reasons tha t are 

quite obvious- no special or par ticular du ty for them to perform, which can 
be taken as an indication of the generally satisfactory condition of the health 
of the public . 

Epidemics of communicable diseases, apart from " Flu" and other season­
als were practically not in evidence. In this we have indeed been very for­
tunate . During the war years- now r a ther a trite expression- we had many 
anxious moments, eµtertaining a fear of a serious outbreak of some disease 
or other following in the wake of transit of large groups of· people through 
our ports to and from the lands of the a llied na tions. This did not occur so 
we cross bridges before coming to them . 

As a people we should be very thankful for the low incidence of the more 
serious transmissible diseases in this province. T yphoid fever and associa.tes 
of that group are very seldom heard of- thanks to sanitation and other pre­
ventive measures . Smallpox is unknown and has been for a number of years, 
due in a great measure to the vigilance of public health and immigration 
bodies working as a co-operative force. Diphtheria is losing ground with a 
toll growing less and less. Preventive measures here again are the potent 
agencies. 

Notwithstanding our favou.rable position we must not for a moment 
relax in our efforts to maintain that s tanding. Greater efforts are necessary 
for a big job t.o be done still confronts us. As yet we have a large number 
of our people unprotected against smallpox-unvaccina ted . We also have 
a large number of our younger popula tion unprotected against diphther ia 
and whooping cough- uninocula ted . When these services are complete, 
we shall have gone a long way. 

Another serious situation to contend with is t,hat of venereal diseases . 
Provisions have been made for the proper repor ting of a ll such cases for the 
purpose of treatment and follow up . This phase of t he problem is still far 
below one hundred per cen t. To physicians throughout the province we 
kindly send a request for assis tance in this and other phases of public health 
work. Co-operation is and will be much appreciated . 

(Sgd .) J . J. MacRitchie, Chairman 
G. W . Turner 
M . G . Tcmpkins 
L . P . Churchill 
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Doctor Tompkins moved the adoption of this report which was seconded 
and carried . 

R~port of t he Workmen's Compensation Board Committee 

Doctor H. K . MacDonald: "I have no report to present s imply because 
there has been nothing to report. Just previous to the meeting I asked Mrs . 
Currie to contact the various member s of the committee . I have been chair­
man of this committee for some years. Doctor H . L . cammell did a wonder­
ful work, and we all reg-r<'t ttiat he is not there now. However, all know Doctor 
A . B . Campbell vcr.'· w<' ll a ·d h<' will be just as effi cient as Doctor Scammell. 
l inten-iewed the chairman a few days ago and he said that t he relations 
between The M edical Society and the 'Vorkmen 's Compensation Board were 
most satisfactory . D octor Glen DonoYan did a Yery great work for the 
V\-orkmen 's Compensation Board , and he bas now gone to his great reward ." 

Report of the Medical Museum Committe e 

Dr. H . G . Grant, Secre tary 
M edical Socie ty of Nova Scotia 
Halifax, N . S . 

D ear Doctor Grant : 

· eptember 16, 1946 

I beg to report tha t no contributions have been mado lo the 1\fodical 
Museum during the pas t year. 

Yours sincerely 
(Sgd.) K . A . MacK enzie, Chairman 

Report of the Cogswe ll L ibrary Committee 

R eport for the year 1945-46. 
The records of the M edical Library fer tte past year show a slight decrease 

in circulation , protably duo to the discontinuance of the accelerated courses, 
and an increase in the attendance of read ers. During the term the library is 
open evenings and Saturday afternoon and Sunday afternoon, as well as full 
day time hours. Consequently the undergraduates are provided with facil­
ities for hours of uninterrupted s tudy . 

The total number of readers for the year was 13.529. a daily average of 
55 during the term. Total circulation was 2,889. Total number of out-of­
town loans 165 . Although the total number of out-of-town loans was smaller 
this yea r t.han las t (165 as compared with 273) there were inquiries from several 
new borrowers . 

The doctors in the services continue to make use of the librnry facilities 
and are most appreciative of the privil<'ge. 

Several additions were made to th e B ook , lock during the year: 53 new 
books were purchased, 26 new titles were added to the MacDougaU Collection 
and 45 new books were add<'d to the P sychiatry section by the D epartment of 
Psychiatry. 
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Gilts of 75 books and 35 bound journals were donated to the library. 
These were chiefly from members of the Medical Society of Nova Scotia. 
Among these was Dr. Levittan's donation of Bockus, Gastroenterology, 3 v. 

Current Journal subscriptions number 194 of which 114 are purchased 
and 80 are gifts. Nine paid subscriptions are gifts from doctors and staff 
members. 

New titles are: 

(1) By purchase: Acta pharmacologica et toxicologica. 
British Journal of Pharmacology and Chemotherapy. 
Occupational M edicine. 

(2) By gift: Canada's Health and W elfare. 
Epidemiological Information Bulletin (UN RRA). 
Journal of the American M edical Women's A ssociation. 

The work of completing back files goes steadily on. This year we were 
able to fill in several gaps with material furnished by the Medical Library 
Association Exchange. However much remains to be done. Gifts of odd 
numbers of journals . of the specialties are most welcome. 

Inter-library loans amounted to 24 volumes during the year. We also 
added to our collection three microfilmed articles obtained from the Army 
Medical Library. 

Expenditures for the year were as follows: 

Subscriptions to current journals and back files .. . ...... . 
New books purchased ...... . . . ..... ... . .. ... .... . ... . 
Binding .. .. . .. . . . . .. .... .. . .. . ...... . . . .. . ... .... . . 
Incidentals ......... . . . .. . ..... . ... . . .. ...... . ..... . 
Salaries .......................... . ... . ..... . .. .. .. . 

$1 ,267 .99 
434.91 
75 .11 

108.57 
1,720 .43 

G. H . Murphy, Chairman 

Report of the Committee on Economics 
Mr. President: 

Your committee this year was mainly centred on Halifax, largely because 
of the possible implementing of the Government's plan of Health Insurance, 
and we were constituted by you, Sir, and the Premier of this province, the 
liaison group between our society and our law-makers. We have now to report 
that failure of the Dominion-Provincial conference this year to find any basis 
of agreement very definitely postponed the inauguration of any Government 
spQnsored system of Health Insurance, and that, in consequence, we were not 
called upon to take any action in further putting the views of our Society 
before the G:overnment. 

In this connection your committee would express the view that the 
matter of Health Insurance is by no means a dead issue . Various forms of 
hea\th _insurance are successfully functioning in many places, and while we 
have not noted any great clamour for its extension in this province, nonethe­
less. it is felt that its success elsewhere, the occasional request for it here, and 
the success, from the patients' point of view, of the Blue Cross Hospital plan, 
will sooner or later create a demand for it here which will probably have to 
be satisfied. 
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This view has been given point by a communication just referred to us by 
our Provincial Secretary. It is from Doctor G. F . Strong, Chairman, Commit­
tee on E conomics, Canadian M edical Association, and it is dated September 
11, 1946. It is, in our judgment, important e:µough to give in full, as follows: 

"At a recent meeting of the nucleu s of the Committee on Economics of 
the Canadian M edical Association the following Clause 7 of the Supplementary 
Report of the Committee on E conomics to General Council at the recent 
annual m eeting was considered: 

7. In relation to the attitude of the Canadian Medical Association to­
ward plans of voluntary prepaid m edical care, the Committee on Economics 
recommends : 

(1) That the m edical profession in each province should attempt to meet 
public demand for prepaid m edical care wherever it exists by provid­
ing a plan of prepaid medical care sponsored by the medical profession. 

(2) While the method and the timing of the introduction of a ny plan 
of voluntary prepaid medical care must remain a responsibility of the 
profession within a province, the principles underlying any such plan 
should be in accord with our general principles and conform to a 
broad plan for voluntary prepayment care to be worked out by the 
Canadian M edical Association. 

"This matter has been referred back to the Committee on Economics by 
the Executive Committee for the necessary action to implement Section 2 
of this Clause. 

"In order to initiate the drawing up of a broad plan for voluntary prepaid 
medical care, it is felt that the underly ing principles should be carefully worked 
out. As a starting point it was moved that the principles already enunciated 
by the British Columbia Division in respect to the granting of approval to 
prepaid plans be brought to the attention of the other divisions for study and 
comment. 

"I am enclosing a reprint of an article describing medical service plans 
in British Columbia. You will note that the principles mentioned above are 
outlined on page 4 of the reprint. 

"It will be greatly appreciated if these could be studied by your division 
a nd your comments and opinions reported to this committee. 

Yours sincerely 

(Sgd.) G. F. Strong, M.D. 
C hairma n , Committee on E conomics 

Canadian M edical Association.'' 

The principles enunciated by the British Columbia Division appeared in 
the C .M.A. Journal 52, 411-415, 1945, and may be listed here as follows: 

"(l) That they are operated on a non-profit basis; 
(2) That they provide the fullest service possible; 
(3) That they are free from annoying restrictions and limitations; 
( 4) That they arc financially sound; 
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(5) That where privileges are extended to associations the membership 
will largely fall within the low income group level; 

(6) That the promotional and administrative costs are at a low level; 
(7) That the right of free choice of doctor shall be observed; 
(8) That remuneration will be based on the schedule of fees of the Col­

lege of Physicians and Surgeons of British Columbia; 
(9) That funds be protected and expended for the provision of medical 

benefits; 

(10) That the interest of the member is protected; 

(11) That patient-physician relationships be preserved as in private 
practice.'' 

The article here referred to indicates that at the time of its writing, eight 
groups of employees had formed their own Health Association and have 
bad them approved by the Council and the Committee on Economics of the 
College of Physicians and Surgeons of British Columbia. They pay remunera­
tion directly to doctors on the basis of the regular schedule of fees, with dis­
counts as arranged between the Committee on Economics of the College and 
the Health Association. 

During the year there was referred to us from the Halifax Medical Society 
a plan for medical services worked out by the representatives of the civilian 
employees of H.M.C. Dockyard, with tl:e request that we submit it to the 
Canadian Medical Association for its criticism and advice. This was duly 
done and the Halifax Medical Society apprised of the result. It looked as if 
the dockyard group was trying to evolve a fair arrangement all round, and 
in consequence there were relatively few changes to be suggested. It is our 
information that these changes were readily made by the group, and that it 
seemed as though a contract on the basis of the local schedule would be sought. 
Further information, however, would indicate that someone had moved from 
Halifax to an industrial Ontario centre and had written back to say that the 
contract with the doctors there was a very much more favourable one for their 
group than was being considered in Halifax;- it was, in fact, one which found 
the doctors accepting a pro rata share of the fund if it was not great enough 
to pay fees as per schedule agreed upon- a principle which they knew would 
not be acceptable to Halifax doctors. 

We believe that nothing has been heard of it since, which probably means 
that it was actuarially unsound. 

In view of this your Committee would recommend; 

(1) That this Society subscribe to the principle of providing medical 
services on a pre-payment basis; 

(2) That in any plans which may be developed by or for groups of em­
ployees effort shall be made to assure that they respect the principles 
or conditions as set forth by the British Columbia Committee on 
Economics as listed above; 

(3) That at this annual meeting some expression of opinion be obtained 
on the amount of discount, if any, that may be considered from our 
schedule of fees, in contracts with such association; 
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(4) That the incoming Committee on Economics of this Society be 
auth orized to extend our views to the Committee on Economics of 
the Canadian Medical Association, so that their broad plan for Can­
ada, which they envisage, may, in its creation, be as widely repre­
sentative as possible; 

(5) That while your Committee on Economics will be expected to con­
tinue its study of this matter, your Legislative Committee be asked 
to give some thought to the matter and the form of the legislation 
which may be required to regulate organizations offering medical 
contracts. 

Your Committee has been interested in tho matter of tho Schedule of 
Fees under discussion between the Canadian Medical Association and the 
D epartment of Veterans' Affairs. It has not at any time received any com­
munication with respect to it but understands that the final product of the 
deliberations was a compromise that should be regarded as fair. The report 
will no doubt be made by our special representative on that Committee, 
Doctor Lynch . We would request that for purposes of record his repor t 
be made an appendix to this report. 

R espectfully submitted 

For the Committee on E conomics 
(Sgd.) Norman H. Gosse, Chairman 

Doctor Gosse moved the adoption of this report and it was decided that 
as it was a pretty full repor t, it should be brough t before the general meeting. 

Report of the Editorial Board Committee 

To the President, Executive and members of The Medical Society of Nova 
Scotia 

During the period since the last annual meeting of the Society the 
BULLETIN has been issued monthly . Some issues have been bet ter than others, 
some have been fuller than others, but always t here has been one a month. 
This achievemen t , such as it is, reflects more credit on the two members of the 
Editorial Board of the BULLETIN than upon the Editor herself. Unfamiliari ty 
with the possible sources of material would have been a great handicap to 
the writer had i t not been for the experience and wide acquaintance of my 
colleagues. Also, during a prolonged period of ill-health last winter the sup­
port and co-operation I received, was greatly appreciated. I would like to 
include in this expression of gratitude the Secretary, Dean Grant, who has been 
ever ready with advice and help, and Mrs. Currie, who has been both efficient 
and patient in a high degree. 

There have been no gross alterations of editorial policy during the year. 
An effort has been made to obtain contributions from our members who have 
returned from overseas service. Many papers by these writers have already 
appeared and have been varied in their style and content and generally most 
interesting. Some time a.go the Editorial Board decided to discontinue the 
section devoted to Abstracts from the Current Literature, in favour of such 
case reports as could be begged, wheedled or cajoled out of the medical pro­
fession in the province. Up to the present the supply of Abstracts, which 
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have been in band for many months, has not yet been exhausted but tha end 
is in sight. I may say they have long since ceased to be Abstracts from the 
"Current" Literature, but they had been paid for, so we saw no resaon to 
discard them. In the meantime a number of case reports have appeared, 
and it is hoped that more will follow. 

Some time ago it was suggested in an Editorial Board meeting that some 
effort should be made to stimulate the art of writing among the fourth year 
students . It was thought that a small monthly prize might be offered for the 
best synopsis of the recent literature upon a certain subject. The material 
submitted could be judged upon several lines, not the least of which would be 
the style. to say nothing of grammar and even spelling. This suggestion we 
respectfully beg to put forward at this time and would pray that it be given 
serious consideration. Such a project might be the means of inducing a certain 
facility in the rising generation and might thus make the task of future editors 
of the BULLETIN an easier one. · 

Respectfully submitted 

(Sgd.) Margaret E . B . Gosse, Editor-in-Chief 

Doctor Gosse moved the adoption of this report. 
It was moved by D octor H. L . Scammell and seconded by Doctor P. S. 

Cochrane that a prize of $10.00 be offered to the fourth year medical students 
as outlined in D octor Gosse's report. Carried. 

Report of the Pharmaceutical Committee 

Dr. H. G. Grant 
Secretary, Nova Scotia Medical Society 
Dalhousie Health Centre 
Morris Street 
Halifax, N. S. 

Dear Doctor Grant: 

Yarmouth, N. S. 
October 7, 1946 

The following is a report of your Pharmaceutical Committee as appointed 
at the meeting in Kentville in 1945. The three groups of drugs which your 
committee feel should be dealt with are : 

1. Sulpha Drugs 
2. Barbiturates 
3. Penicillin. 

In spite of the fact that one member of this committee states that there 
is no counter prescribing of the Sulpha Drugs in his area, I feel that this is 
not true over the whole of Nova Scotia. In fact I feel quite sure that any per­
son can obtain these drugs in most towns without a prescription. I feel that 
we have co-operation of the druggists of the Druggists' Association in their 
control. However , as in any other large group there are bound to be some 
who will not keep rules. This is also true of our own group. It is a common 
occurrence when dealing with V.D . work to find patients with a large supply, 
often as many as 100 tablets. Not only do they use this themselves, but also 
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they are dealing it out to their friends. I feel that the danger of such should be 
pointed out both to the druggists and the medical profession. 

As to barbiturates there appears to be better control of this group of recent 
years. However , there is still some laxness both by the druggists and the med­
ical profession. We would again call attention to the danger of addiction 
and would caution the medical profession in their prescribing of this group of 
drugs. A case has recently come to the attention of your chairman, wher e 
due to over use of a barbiturate, the person concerned was certified and sent to 
a mental institution for treatment. 

As to the Penicillin group there is fairly recent evidence that resistance 
can be built up to this drug under inadequate dosage. Consequently, I feel 
that we should recommend that Penicillin should only be available to the pub­
lic on prescription only. This is especially important in view of the recent 
development of tablets, ointments, etc., containing P enicillin in low dosage. 

Due to circumstances, it was not possible for your committee to meet 
and the above report is largely that of your chairman . 

R espectfully submitted 
(Sgd .) J . S. Robertson, Chairman 

It was agreed that this report should be brought before the general meeting. 

Report of the Committee on Indus t rial M e d ic ine 
Dr. H . G. Grant, Secretary 
The Medical Society of Nova Scotia 
Dalhousie Clinic 
Morris Street 
Halifax, N. S. 
Dear Doctor Grant: 

The Committee on Industrial Medicine begs to submit the following 
report: 

Your committee recommends: 

1. That the Provincial Government establish a permanent division of 
Industrial Hygiene under the Department of Public Health. 

2. A Refresher Course on Industrial Medicine for physicians engaged in 
this work, be arranged with Dalhousie University. 

3 . That the present committee be increased to five members, the addi­
tional members to be chosen from the Workmen's Compensation 
Board 'and the Medical Department (Industrial Medicine) of Dal­
housie University. 

4. That the County Medical Societies organize a division of Industrial 
Medicine especially those in industrial areas . (Pictou County Med­
ical Socie ty recently inaugurated such a division .) 

I n the small industries visited by your chairman, conditions were below 
standard. The following is an outline of a proposed programme for small 
industr ies for your consideration . 

1. The personnel and scope of a medical service in a small industry is to 
be determined by the number of employees, the safety and health 
record and the nature of the work. 
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2. To be acceptable, an industrial medical programme shall be under t he 
direction of a qualified doctor of medicine, licensed by the Province 
of Nova Scotia. 

3. The industrial physician should have at least one of the following 
qualifications: 
(a) previous industrial medical experience. 
(b) attendance at an accepted post-graduate course in industrial 

medicine. 
Beyond these basic requirements, the "Qualifications of an Industrial 

Physician," as formulated by the American College of Surgeons shall be 
taken into account in so far as possible. 

4. The medical office for each plant should be located in, or as close as 
pcssible to the premises of employment. In general, the equipment 
of a small plant dispensary should follow the recommendations of the 
American College of Surgeons in 1939. 

5. An industrial Medical and Health service should comprise : 
(a) Supervision of industrial health and hygiene in the plan t; 
(b) E ducation in health and safety measures; 
(c) Advisory services of official agencies such as the Public H ealth 

Depar tmen t, Halifax, N. S., and D ivision of Industria l H ygiene, 
D epartment of National H eal th and Welfar e, Ottawa; 

(d ) D isease P revention P rogramme; 
(e) Specia l atten t ion to older, handicapped and rehabilitation cases; 

'(f) P re-placemen t and periodic and post-illness physical examination; 
(g) Trea tmen t of minor injuries sustained while the worker is in the 

plant ; 
(h ) H ealth consultations and temporary treatm en t with workers. 

Respectfully submitted 
(Sgd .) A . M . Arbuckle, M .D ., Chairman 

J . C. Acker, M .D. 
J . C . Wickwire, M .D . 

D cctor J . G . B. Lynch said he would like to congratulate D octor Arbuckle 
on his report. It was agr eed tha t t his report should be read a t the general 
m eetir.g. 

Report of the Membership Committee 

Dr. H. G . Grant, Secre tary 
M edical Societ y of Nova Scotia 

D ear Doctor Gra nt: 

Li verpool, N. S. 
October 7, 1946 

The membership committee has unfortunately , very little ac tive progress 
to report. 

It would appear to us that the actua l committee, as such , is a thing too 
remote in m echanism to bring direct results withou t appearing to offend. 
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Forgetting for the present the non-members, bas the problem been 
approached from the viewpoint of ccnsidering the membership fee at the time 
of granting the license? 

This could be renewed each year. This, I belif've, is being done in many 
of our provinces at present and certainly guarantees 100% membership. 

Yours truly 
(Sgd.) D. K. Murray, Chairman 

Doctor Grant moved the adoption of this roport . 

Report of the Treasurer 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT 

The M edical Society of Nova Scotia 
Year Ending December 31, 1945 

RECEIPTS 
Cash on hand January 1, 1945 ............. . ............ . .. ... .... . ...... S 3,511.06 
Subscriptions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,456 . 22 
MEDICAL BULLETIN ............... . ............. . .. . . . . . ....... .. .... .. 3,178 .34 
Interest on Savings Account . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 . 90 
Exhibitors (Annual Meeting). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 759 . 10 

$11,911 . 62 
EXPENDITURES 

MEDICAL B U LLETIN .................. . ............ . ...........••.....•. s 2,313 . 35 
Canadian Medical Association. . .... . ............................... .. .. . 1,940 . 10 
Sundry expenses.................................. .. ...... . ............. 888 . 71 
Salaries and bonuses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2, 100 . 00 
Cash on hand D ecember 31, 1945: 

Current account .................... . . . ............... . . . .. $3,279 . 24 
Savings account .................. ..... ................ ... . 1,390 .22 

4,669.46 

811,911 .62 
PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT 

Subscriptions ..... . .......................................... .. ....... . $ 2,516 . 12 
MEDICAL BULLETIN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 864. 99 
Exhibitors (Annual M eeting) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 759 . 10 
Interest on Savings Account . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6. 90 

s 4,147.11 
Less : 

Sundry Expense . ............... . . . .............. . . ........ $ 888. 71 
Salaries and Bonuses. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,100. 00 

2,988. 71 

Net surplus on yea.r's operations .... ..... ........ ... ......... . . . .. . . ..... $ 1,158. 40 

COGSWELL LIBRARY FUND 
The Me dical Society of Nova Scot i a 

Year Ending December 31, 1945 
RECEIPTS 

Cash on hand, January 1, 1945 .. . ..... . .. . . . . .. ................. .... .. . . • S 
Income . .... .. . .... . .. . .......... . . . ... ... . . ... ......... ... ·· · ··· · ····· 

97 .40 
182.35 

279 .75 
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EXPENDITURES 
Dalhousie University . .. . .. .. ..... ....... .. .. . . .. ................ .. ... . . $ 185.00 
Balance cash on hand, December 31, 1945. . . . . .... . . .... .. ................ 94 . 75 

$ 279. 75 

Doc tor Muir moved the adoption of this report which was seconded 
and carried. 

Doctor Grant: " Mr. President, I would like to make the suggestion that 
instead of tho clerical secretary receiving her u sual bonus of $200.00 that it 
be put on her salary." This was moved and seconded by Doctor W. L. Muir 
and Doctor H. W. Schwartz and carried. It was agreed that the usual hon­
oraria be paid to the Treasurer, tho Editorial Board, and the same salary to the 
Secretary. · 

Meeting adjourned at 6.05 p.m. to m eet again at 9.30 a.m. at the Dal­
housie Public Health Clinic on Wednesday, October 9, 1946. 
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Adjourned Meeting of the Executive of The Medical 
Society of Nova Scotia, October 9, 1946 

371 

T HE adjourned meeting of tho Executive was called to order by the Presi­
dent at 9.20 a.m. on October 9, 1946, at the Dalhousie Public Health 

Clinic, Halifax, N. S. 
Present: Doctor A. E. Blackett, President; Doctor J. G. B. Lynch, Doctor 

ILE. Kelley, Doctor H. G. Grant, Doctor W. L. Muir, Doctor H. W. Schwartz, 
Doctor 1\1. G. Tompkins, Doctor N. H. Gosse, Doctor A. Ernest Doull, Doctor 
P. E. Belliveau. Doctor J. S. Murray, Doctor P. S. Cochrane, and Doctor 
A. D. Kelly, Assistant ~ecretary of the Canadian Medical Association. 

It was moved by Doctor P. S. Ccc>hraro and seconded and carried that 
Doctor J . G. B. Lynch be the Scc>icty s nomination to the Executive of the 
Canadian Medical Association for the year 1947-48. 

It was moved by Doctor M. G. Tompkins and seconded by Doctor H. W. 
Schwartz that Doctor A. E. Blackett be tho Society s nomination as alternate 
on the Executive of the Canadian Medical Association for the year 1947-48. 
Carried. 

It was moved by Doctor H. G. Grant and seconded by Doctor P. S. Coch­
rane that nominations cease. Carried. 

It was moved by Doctor J. S. Murray and seconded that Doctor N. H. 
Gosse be the Society's representative on the Nominating Committee of the 
Canadian Medical Association for the year 1947-48. Carried. 

The following were nominated as members of the Council of the Canadian 
Medical Association. 

Doctor M. G. Tompkins nominated Doctor H. W. Schwartz. 
Doctor J. S. Murray nominated Doctor Hugh MacKay of New Glasgow. 
Doctor P. S. Cochrane nominated Doctor J. P. McGrath of Kent.ville· 
Doctor P. S. Cochrane nominated Doctor P. E. Belliveau of Mete'ghan· 
Doctor N. H. Gosse nominated Doctor Eric W. Macdonald of Glace Bay. 
As those five nominations, together with the incoming President and the 

Secretary, ex officio, and the represontativos on the Executive and Nominating 
Committee of the Canadian Medical Association totalled nine, Doctor P. S. 
Cochrane moved that nominations cease, which was seconded by Doctor A. 
Ernest Doull. Carried. 

Regarding senior members to the Canadian Medical Association Doctor 
A. D. Kelly advised that ten senior members are elected each year, one from 
each Division, and two from the Division in which the Association is me~ting. 
They must have been in good standing for the immediate preceding ten years 
and must be seventy years of age. 

It was moved by Doctor H. G. Grant and seconded by Doctor M. G. 
Tompkins that Doctor L. R. Morse of Lawrencetown be nominated a senior 
member . Carried. 

It was moved by Doctor J. G. B. Lynch and seconded by Doctor P. S. 
Cochrane that Doctor G. H. Murphy be nominated as second choice for senior 
member. Carried. 

It was moved by Doctor J . G. B. Lynch ar:d rnconded by Doctor P. S. 
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Cochrane that tt.e following doctors be taken in as members of 
0

The Medical 
Society of Nova Scotia. Carried. 

D1·. F. L . Akin, Springhill 
Dr. S. B. Bird, Liverpool 
Dr. B. Bernstein, Halifax 
Dr. D. C. P. Cantelope, Lunonburg 
Dr. B. K. Coady, Antigonish 
Dr. A. M. Creighton, Tatamagoucho 
Dr. A. B. Crosby, Halifax 
Dr. J. B. Crowe, New Gormany 
Dr. M. M. Davis, Halifax 
Dr. J. P. Debly, Mulgrave 
Dr. G. R. Douglas, Royal Victoria Hos-

pital, Mont1·eal (from New Glasgow) 
Dr. S. D. Dwm, Pictou 
Dr. F. A. Dunsworth, Halifax 
Dr. E. D. Dickie, Digby 
Dr. H. C. S. Elliot, Halifax 
Dr. J. R. Fiendel, Clark's Harbour 
Dr. Mildred Resnick-Glube, Halifax 
Dr. C. L. Gosse, Halifax 
Dr. C. B. Greene, Port Dufferin 
Dr. L. Green, Fairview 
Dr. W. I. Morse, Paradise 
Dr. G. H. Murphy, Jt., Mayo Founda-

tion, Rochester, Minn. (from Halifax) 
Dr. J. S. Miller, Halifax 
Dr. C. J. Macdonald, Halifax 
Dr. 0. M. MacDonald, Shelburne 
Dr. J. P. Macdonald, Sydney 
Dr. J. A. MacDougall, Arichat 
Dr. I. E. Mackay, Stellarton 
Dr. V. N. MacKa.y, Halifax 
Dr. D. S. MacKeigan, Halifax 
Dr. R. G. MacKenzie, Upper St.ewiacke 
Dr. L. A. MacLeod, Malaga.sh 

Meeting adjourned at 9.50 a .m. 

Dr. J. A. Proudfoot, Inverness 
Dr. H. C. Read, Halifax 
Dr. C. H. Reardon, Halifax 
J)r .. J. B. Reid, Jr., Truro 
Dr. R. M. Ritchie, Inverness 
Dr. D. S. Robb, Shelburne 
Dr. H. B. Ross, Children's Mernorial 

Hospital, :Montroal (from Halifax) 
Dr. S. Green, Fairview 
Dr. R. C. G1·iffin, Antigonish 
Dr. L. G. Holland, Halifax 
Dr. J. B. Jewell, Halifax 
Dr. J. R.. Kerr, Annapolis Royal 
Dr. H. D. Lavers, Parrsboro 
Dr. P. H. LeBlanc, Littlo Brook 
Dr. R. D. Lindsay, Jialifax 
Dr. F. Gordon Mack, Halifax 
Dr. J. S. Manchestei·, Ilal ifax 
Dr. G. E. Matthews-Sinclair, Halifax 
Dr. J. K . Morrison, St. Peter's 
Dr. S. Y. Shirley, Shelburne 
Dr. G. L. Silver, Sherbrooke 
Dr. J. H. Slayter, Bear River 
Dr. S. C. Strickland, Halifax 
Dr. C. H. Smith, Liverpool 
Dr. W. R. C. Tupper, Halifax 
Dr. F. L. Whitehead, Parrsboro 
Dr. B. R. Wilson, Halifax 
Dr. J . F. L. Woodbury, Halifax 
Dr. Mary E. Young, Wolfville 
Dr. N. A. Morrison, Musquodoboit Har­

bour 
Dr. G. M. Murray, Elmsdale 



93rd A nnual Meeting of The Medical Society 
of Nova Scotia, 1946 

FIRST BUSINESS MEETING 

T HE first general business meeting of the 93rd Annual M eeting of The 
Medical Society of Nova 8cotia was h eld at the Lord Nelson Hotel, 

Halifax, N . S., on Wednesday, October 9, 1946, at 2.45 p.m. 
The President, Doctor A. E. Blackett, presided. 
It was moved by Doctor J. G. B. Lynch and seconded by Doctor J . S. 

Robertson that the minutes of last year's meeting as published in the MEDICAL 
BULLETIN of November, 1945, be accepted as read . Carried. 

The notice given by Doctor N. H. Gosse at tho semi-annual meeting 
Novembor 23, 1945, that a notice of motion published in the NovA ScoTIA 
MEDICAL BULLETIN have tho same authority as a special meeting was brought 
up . The motion will be considered at the next annual meeting. 

Doctor M. G. Tompkins' motion re additional levy of $5.00 on members 
had been withdrawn by letter. 

Doctor A. D. Kelly, tho Assistant General Secretary of the Canadian 
Medical Association, spoke on the duties of the Advisory Committee to the 
D.V.A. in Halifax. His letter was publisl:cd in the Executive minutes. 

Doctor A. D. Kelly also spoke on the schedule of fees for veterans, and 
bis remarks were recorded in the minutes of the Executive Committee. 

It was moved by Doctor R. M. Benvie and seconded by Doctor R. H. 
Sutherland that the suggestion of the Executive dealing with the payment of 
the fee of honorary members of the Medical Society of Nova Scotia to the 
Canadian Medical Association be approved. Under this agreement the Med­
ical Society of Nova Scotia will pay a $4.00 fee for each honorary member to 
the Canadian Medical Association until such time as that member becomes 
a senior member of the Canadian :Medical Association. 

It was moved by Doctor J. G. B. Lynch that the suggestions contained in 
the letters of Doctor A. M. Arbuckle and Doctor J. E . LeBlanc, be adopted . 
Carried. 

The Secretary advised that at tho suggestion of the Executive he had sent 
a wire to Doctor T. C. Routley saying his presence was missed at the annual 
meeting aP..d advising him that h o had been elected an honorary member 
c. f the ocicty. 

The SeC:retary stated that the letter from Doctor G. F. Strong, as pub­
lished in the Executive minutes, had been turned over to Doctor N. H . Gosse, 
CLairman of tho Medical Economics Committee. Doctor Gosse brought 
in the following: 

Report of C o mmittee on Economics on the matter of single or double 
Schedule of Fees 

R egarding the above matter referred to us yesterday, your committee 
finds that the principle of qualifying men for the grading as specialists while 
possibly not now significant is calculated to have an important effect in the 
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future on raising the quality of medical service throughout this Dominion, 
and that therefore, nothing should be done to remove any incentive which 
might operate in the achieving of that result. 

Your committee recognizes however, that there would seem to be some 
merit in the idea of a single elastic schedule coupled with the appointment 
or the election of a taxing committee for determining the limits of fees to suit 
the particular conditions. 

Your committee submits that this is only one possible solution and that as 
there may be many others, the whole matter should be referred to the incoming 
Committee on Economics for study, and for report at our next meeting, and 
does so recommend. 

(Sgd.) Norman H. Gosse, Chairman 

Doctor J. G. B. Lynch moved the adoption of this report as read, which 
was seconded by Doctor N. H. Gosse. Carried. 

Doctor R. H . Sutherland moved that the Nova Scotia Medical Society 
should recommend the compulsory pasteurization of milk. This was seconded 
by Doctor H. K. MacDonald. Carried. 

It was moved by Doctor J.G. B. Lynch and seconded by Doctor P.S. Coch­
rane that Doctor H. G. Grant, Doctor W. L. Muir, and Doctor H. L. Scammell 
be the committee of three to look into the matter of sending the Nov A ScOTIA 
MEDICAL BULLETIN free to members of the General Council of the C.M.A., 
and to report at the next executive meeting. Carried. 

It was decided that the question of co-operation with the Nova Scotia 
Medical Health Officers' Association re holding of annual meeting be consid­
ered at the next Executive meeting. 

Doctor H. K. MacDonald suggested that Doctor S. R. Johnston's name 
be passed to the Nominating Committee to be added to the Cancer Committee. 

The report of the Editorial Committee, as published in the Minutes, was 
read by Doctor H. L. Scammell. It was moved by Doctor J . G. B. Lynch 
that this report be adopted, also the motion of the Executive re the $10.00 
prize to the fourth year medical students be adopted. This was seconded 
~y Doctor R. H. Sutherland and carried. 

Report of the Historical Committee 

To the President and Members of the Medical 
Society of Nova Scotia 

Gentlemen: 

Halifax, N. S. 
7th October, 1946 

I beg to report that your Historical Committee accomplished nothing of 
value during the past year. This was in a measure due to the death of Doctor 
M . D. Morrison whose talent in matters historical was well known, and who 
had the leisure to devote to a task which requires much painstaking research. 
There is ample original material available in the Provincial Archives to n;iake 
several interesting articles a year possible in our BULLETIN. All that is reqmred, 
is a Committee with leisure to devote to the task; residence in Halifax; and some 
historical discrimination. Apart from this I can only suggest th_at anot~r 
attempt be made by appointing a Committee from different regions of e 
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Province successively to collect some local historical data and record it for 
publication before memories fail and records vanish. 

Respectfully submitted 

(Sgd.) H. L . Scammell, M.D., Chairman 

It was moved and seconded that this report be received. Carried. 
The report of the Committee on Economics, as published in the Executive 

minu tes, was next read by Doctor N. H. Gos!'le. 
Doctor Wallace Wilson stated that a non-profit voluntary scheme had 

been going for some time in British Columbia. They started out by financing 
it themselves, but appointed a manager and opened an office in 1936, they 
have grown quite rapidly, and ~ow there arc something like 40,000 members . 
It is a little bit expensive. They do not take in individual subscribers, only 
take in groups . The medical men find i t very satisfactory, except for the 
time and nuisance in making out the forms required by these groups. They 
started out selling hospital as well as medical service, but with the coming 
in of the Blue Cross it is just medical service. 

Doctor Gosse moved the adoption of the Report on Economics which was 
seconded by Doctor W. H. Eagar. Carried. 

Doctor Blackett presented the names of the Nominating Committee as 
follows: Dr. P. S. Cochrane, Dr. W . A. Hewat, Dr. J. A. Noble, Dr. J. S. Murray 
and Dr. D. M. MacRae. 

The Treasurer's report, as published in the Executive minutes, was next 
presented by Doctor Muir, who moved the adoption of the report, which was 
seconded by Doctor H. L. Scammell. Carried. 

Report of the Secretar y 

Report of the Secretary for the year 1945. 
The year 1945 has been quite active and full accounts of our activities 

have been recorded through the BULLETIN, so this report will consist in reference 
to important matters throughout the year. 

In November, 1944, a committee made up of Doctor Perry Cochrane, 
then President, Doctor J. W . Reid, and the Secretary, called on the Provincial 
Medical Board to discuss arrangements with that Board whereby one hundred 
per cent membership could be attained. Two meetings were afterwards held 
and from this a resolution was prepared which was published in the April 
edition of the BULLETIN. The feeling of this conjoint committee was that it 
would not be wise to consider altering the Medical Act, and certain sugges­
tions were offered regarding different classes of membership. The final deci­
sion on this matter was that we should let the matter drop for the present. 

An Executive meeting of The Medical Society of Nova Scotia was held 
at Kentville on Tuesday, October 9th. This meeting received the reports 
Crom the several committees and passed many of them on to the annual meet­
ing. It was decided here that we offer free membership to members of the 
Society who had served in the Armed Forces for one year after their discharge. 
This was done in co-operation with the Canadian Medical Association. 

Another item taken up was the manner of the Canadian Medical Associa­
tion taking the names off the mailing list for non-payment of fees. In the past 
after several notices from head office the names were removed and some of the 
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members resented this . The Secretary was requested to discuss this with 
Doctor T . C. Routley, and work out an acceptable plan. 

The following names were recommended for honourary membership: 
Doctor W. H. Robbins of New Glasgow; Doctor L. R. Morse of Lawrence­
town; Doctor G. W. T . Farish of Yarmouth; Doctor J. G. MacDougall of 
Halifax and Doctor C. J. Sparrow of Reserve. 

An adjourned meeting of the E xecutive was called the same evening. At 
this meeting our representatives to the committees of the Canadian Medical 
Association were appofuted, also members of Council of the Canadian Medical 
Association. There were two nominations, Doctor G . W. T. Farish of Yar­
mouth and Doctor H. K . MacDonald of Halifax, for the consideration of the 
Committee for senior membership in the Canadian Medical Association. As 
Doctor Farish had already been appointed a senior member of the Canadian 
Medical Association the final nomination was Doctor MacDonald. Eleven 
new members were voted into the Society. Doctor H. G. Grant brough t 
before the Executive a scheme of putting third year medical students out as 
assistants to general practitioners ; this plan received favourable comment 
from a number of tho members present. Doctor Leon Gerin-Lajoie and Doctor 
T. C. Routley attended bo th of these executive meetings. 

The annual meeting began on October 10th and in every way was most 
successful. The scientific programme was excellent and was strengthened by 
numerous contributions from the Canadian Medical Association team . Doctor 
Leon Gerin-Lajoie, Doctor C. A. Gauthier of Quebec, Doctor G . Gavin M iller 
of Montreal, and Doctor C. B . Peirce of Montreal all contributed interesting 
papers. From our own Society excellen t contributions were made by Doctor 
G. G. Simms of Pictou, Doctor R . W . M. MacKay of Dartmouth, Doctor 
R. 0. Jones of Halifax, and Lieutenant-Colonel T . M . Sieniewicz and Lieuten­
ant-Colonel J. A. Noble. 

The annual dinner was most enjoyable, brightened by the wit of Professor 
Thomas Dadson of Acadia, and by the speeches of the retiring President, 
Doctor Perry Cochrane, Doctor Leon Gorin-Lajoie and the General Secretary, 
Doctor T. C. Routley. 

An innovation of the annual meeting was the display booths put on in 
the ballroom of the hotel by quite a number of the pharmaceutical houses 
and otLer firms selling surgical and medical supplies. Apparently the venture 
was a c.omplete success both to the Society and to the firms displaying, and also 
perhaps a matter of no small importance the profit to the Society from this 
venture was something in the neighbourhood of $800.00. 

A special meeting of the Executive was held in the evening of October 
10th for a consideration of the Dominion-Provincial proposals concerning 
Health Insurance. There was a full a t tendance and we also had with us Doctor 
T . C. Routley, the General Secretary, and Doctor Leon Gerin-Lajoie. Cer tain 
resolutions were adopted regarding Health Insurance, and it was suggested 
t hat a committee go before the Premier of Nova Scotia presenting our views 
to him. 

At the second business meeting of The Medical Socie ty of Nova Scotia 
the chief business was the receiving of reports. It was decided that a special 
meeting of the Executive be held dealing with the question of Health Insurance 
and to present our views to the Governmen t of Nova Scotia . The report of 
the Nominating Commit tee was received a t this meeting . 
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The semi-annual meeting of the Executive was held at Halifax on Novem­
ber 22nd, at 2.30 p.m. Doctor A. E. Blackett presided, and there was a full 
representation from all the Branch Societies. The chief business was the pre­
paration of a statement to present to the Premier of Nova Scotia outlining the 
Society's views on the Dominion-Provincial proposals regarding Health Insur­
ance. After some discussion a letter was approved and a Committee consisting 
of the President, the Secretary, and one representative from each Branch 
Society was appointed to wait on the Premier the following day. 

Doctor J. G. B. Lynch gave a detailed report on the Committee which 
met at Ottawa to set up a schedule of fees for the treatment of veterans. 

It was decided to hold the annual meeting at Halifax in conjunction 
with the Dalhousie Medical Schoel Refresher Course the week of October 7th. 

On Friday, November 23rd, the Committee was received by the Honour­
able Angus L. Macdonald and tl:e Hcn.oi;rable F. R. Davis . The chief points 
stressed to the Premier were tl:e f crmation of a representative committee 
for utilization and planning of the grant-that the grant should be uncondi­
tional- that Health Insurance should not be restricted to any particular 
stage- a recommendation concerning a change in the additional costs by each 
Provincial Government- and that the hospital needs of the Province be 
included in the study. We were given a very courteous hearing and there 
seemed to be no objectioneither, on the part of the Premier or the Minister 
of Health, to any of the views expressed. We were invited to keep in touch 
with the Minister of Health regarding future developments in Health 
Insurance. 

This Committee reported back to the main Committee on the morning 
of the same day . Other items considered at this meeting were a request from 
the Canadian Medical Association that we furnish copies of the BULLETIN 
to members of Council. No action was taken on account of the cost. 

Doctor N. H. Gosse moved that at the next annual meeting Article XIII 
of the By-Laws be amended so as to allow a notice in the BULLETIN three months 
before an annual meeting to have the same force and effect as a special meet­
ing under the wording of the present By-Laws. 

Doctor Tompkins moved that a levy of $5.00 be put on every member 
for the next three years .in order to establish a reserve fund. There was also 
Mnsiderable discussion about membership. Doctor J. C. Wickwire moved 
that if the Canadian Medical Association does not pay the expenses of 
the Scciety's representative to the Council that the Society pay the expenses 
of one member to the annual meeting or any special meeting. 

The membership for 1945 totalled 350;of these 281 were conjoint members, 
one a member of The Medical Society of Nova Scotia only, 5 honourary 
members and 63 in the armed forces. This is a slight increase in membership 
over last year. 

Ob ituary 
(The members stood while the following list was read.) 
Major George Pope Tanton, M .D., Dalhousie 1935, killed in action in 

Germany in F ebruary at the age of thirty-nine . 
Robert Earle Patterson, M .D., McGill 1921, died at New York in Feb­

ruary at the age of forty-nine. 
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P eter McFarlane Carter, M.D., Dalhousie 1907, died at Sydney on April 
3rd, at the age of sixty-nine. 

Matthew Allison Curry, M .D., University of New York 1883, died at 
Saint John on April 19th, at the age of eighty-eight. 

J ohn Bartley March, M.D., University of Michigan 1885, died at North 
Brookfield, Queens County, on June first, at the ago of eighty-five . 

Senator John Alexander Macdonald, M.D., Dalhousie 1909, died at Glace 
Bay, on June 11th, at the age of sixty-three. 

J ohn Frederick Lessel, M.D., Halifax Medical College 1903, died at Wolf­
ville, on October first, at the age of sixty-four. 

George Arthur Macintosh, M.D., Dalhousie Medical College 1905, died at 
Annapolis Royal, on October 20th, at the age of sixty-seven. 

Dougald Joseph M acM aster, M .D ., College of Physicians and Surgeons of 
Baltimore, 1904, died at Antigonish on NoYember 12th, at the age of seventy­
five. 

Respectfully submitted 
(Sgd.) H. G. Grant, M .D., Secretary 

Doctor Grant moved the adoption of this report which was seconded 
and carried. 

Report of the Provincial Medical Board 

(This report was not read at tho meeting and is published for t he benefit 
of the members.) 

To the President and Members of The 
Medical Society of Nova Scotia 

Gentlemen: 

Halifax, N. S. 
October 7, 1946 

I beg to report on the activities of the Provincial Medical Board during 
the past year : 

T wo regular meetings were held at Halifax preceded by two meetings 
of the Board's Executive Committee. At each of these meetings special 
problems relating to medical education and licensuro were dealt with. 

In the spring of 1946, there being no candidates for examination in the 
final subjects of the medical course, due to the accelerated war-time curriculum 
at Dalhousie, only examinations were conducted for the First Part of the Final 
P rofessional Examination by the Conjoint Examining Board. Dr. Eric :\1ac­
donald of G lace Bay was appointed Examiner in Surgery to succeed Dr. H. K. 
MacDonald of Halifax, whose term had expired. 

Three cases in which the Board had an interest were brought to a eon­
clusion. In one, an Indian herbalist, searching investigation failed to show 
sufficient evidence on which to proceed. In another, charges under the Med­
ical Act were made but convictions wore not secured. H owever, action bro ight 
under another Act has resulted in a conviction, and has been sustaineJ on 
appeal. Further appeal may be made. In the third case the evidence indi­
cated that besides practising medicine illegally the individual under considera­
tion was also resorting to attempts at bribery. A conviction was secured on 
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the latter count and a sentence of two years in penitentiary imposed as he 
had a previous criminal record. 

The Board has under advisement certain changes in the Medical Act 
tending to strengthen its position in prosecutions. 

The Board continues to support financially the MacDougall Library, 
housed with the Dalhousie Medical Library, and open to medical practitioners 
throughout the Province. Practically every book asked for by the Library 
Committee has been purchased. 

Respectfully submitted 
(Sgd.) H. L. Scammell, M.D., Registrar 

The ccretary then read the appointments by the Executive committee 
on the Executive Committee of the Canadian Medical Association, the alter­
nate, the Nominating Committee, and mQmbcrs of the General Council; 
also the senior member to be rcccmmecdcd to the Canadian Medical Associa­
tion, and the list of new members of The Medical Society of Nova Scotia. 

Doctor W. H . Eagar moved that the personnel of the Workmen's Com­
pensation Board Committee be changed and to it be added the one name of 
Doctor H. R .Corbett of Glace Bay. 

With reference to the report of the Pharmaceutical Committee, Doctor 
J. S. Robertson moved the adoption of the report and that it be brought to the 
attention of the Pharmaceutical Society. This was seconded by Doctor W. 
G . Colwell and carried. 

Doctor P. S. Cochrane seconded the motion of Doctor H. G . Grant that 
the list of new members as read be taken in The Medical Society of Nova 
Scotia. 

Meeting adjourned at 5.00 p.m. 



The Nova Scotia Medical Society 

The second business meeting of The Medical Society of Nova Scotia 
was held at t.he Lord Nelson Hotel, Halifax, N. S., on Thursday, Octobe r 
10, 1946, at 8.30 p.m. 

The President called the m eeting to order and stated they wera there to 
hear the report of the Nominating Committee which was as follows: 

Place of meeting in 1947. To be decided by the incoming executive. 
President: N. H. Gosse, Halifax. 
1st Vice-President: Eric W. MacDonald , Sydney. 
2nd Vice-President: H. A. Fraser , Bridgewater. 
Treasurer: R. 0. Jones, · Halifax. 
Secretary: H. G. Grant, Halifax. 
Legislative Committee: J. W. R eid, J. W. Merritt, P. . Cochrane. 
Cancer Committee: V. 0. Mader, S. R . Johnston, H. E. Taylor. 
Public Health Committee: J. S. Robertson· and executive of Nova Scotia 

Health Officers' Association. 
Historical Committee: R. M. Benvie, T. W. MacLean, S. A. Dunn, 

with power to add. 
Workmen 's Compensation Board Committee : E. F. Ross, H . R. Corbett, 

Hugh MacKay, T. B. Acker, D. K. Murray and G. W. Turner. 
Editorial Committee: M. E. B. Gosse, H. L. Scammell and C. M. Bethune. 
Medical Museum Committee: D. J. MacKenzie and secretaries of Branch 

Societies. 
Cogswell Library Committee: A. L. Murphy, H. D. O'Brien, D. J . 

Tonning. 
Medical Economics Committee: W. G. Colwell, A. L. Sutherland, J. A. 

Muir, H . A. Creighton, L. M. Morton, D . M . MacRae, P . S. 
Cochrane. 

Pharmaceutical Committee: C. W . Holland, Hugh Martin, J. Sutherland. 
Industrial Medicine Committee: A. M. Arbuckle with power to add. 
Divisional Representative on Editorial Board of Canadian Medical 

Association Journal: H. L. Scammell. 
Membership Committee: H. G. Grant and secretaries of Branch Societies. 
Department of Veterans Affairs Advisory Committee: J. R. Corston, 

J . W. Merritt, G. R. Forbes, W. A. Hewat, Fred Barton. 
Doctor P. S. Cochrane moved that this report be received and adopted 

which was seconded by Doctor R. M. Bcn vic. Carried. 
Doctor Corston: " I notice I have been appointed chairman of the D.V.A. 

Advisory Committee and that that committee will probably be a working 
committee and will require several meetings. I notice that several members 
live at some distance from Halifax. What I would like to know is has any 
provision been made for travelling expenses for that committee?" 

Dr. Cochrane: "Two from the City and at least one fro"Tl outside would 
be able to come in for meetings." . 

Dr. Corston: "If this committee is going to amount to anything, it will 
be essential that all outside members should come in." 
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Dr. Blackett: "Dr. Kelly said there would be an allowance of $10.00 per 
meeting per man, paid by tho Canadian Medical Assoc'iation, and they would 
be reimbursed by the Federal government." 

Dr. Lynch: "I think a request for travelling expenses should be sent to 
the Canadian Medical Association." 

Dr. Blackett: "Our secretary will communicate with the Canadian Med­
ical Association at once on that point requesting information as to whether 
travelling expenses may not be paid by the Canadian Medical Association." 

Dr. Blackett: "Now that we have passed the new slate of officers, I would 
ask the new president if he would approach the throne. Doctor Gosse I 
have great pleasure in extending to you all the rights and privileges apper­
taining thereto." 

Doctor Gosse said one could not approach the chair without being fully 
sensible of the honour and also of the expression of confidence which elevation 
to that office involved. He only hoped that this time next year the Society 
would have the feeling that this con:fide...ice had not bren misplaced. Ia look­
ing over the slate of officers he noticed that the Nominating Committee had 
swept from the slate most of those who had arrived at their very senior years 
and that only Dr. Corston and himself were left among the old fellows and that 
this was perhaps the sign of the times and that it would mean more life for 
The Medical Society of Nova Scotia. Quite a few of the names on the slate 
were returned men and he was glad that the Society would have the benefit 
of their experience. 

Dr. Benvie said he would like to express the Society's appreciation of the 
retiring President; also that there was one omission which had been on the 
list for twenty-one years, the name of Dr. W. L. Muir. He moved that the 
Society express its thanks and appreciation of the services of Doctor Muir. 

Doctor Muir: "I think you have stretched the years a little. I do appreci­
ate your kind words very much but I must say that my powers as a :financial 
genius are very greatly over-estimated. Were it not for Mrs. Currie and Dr. 
Grant I am afraid that long ago I would have been kicked out of office, and 
I wish they could share some of this glory which has been paid to me. It was 
not such a heavy burden, but I am very glad to be able to retire with the 
balance on the proper side. This was largely due to the innovation of the 
firms sending their representatives and putting on their exhibits. Very many 
thanks for the kind words that have been said." 

Dr. Lynch said he had very groat pleasure in seconding Dr. Benvie's 
motion for Dr. Muir's very excellent services over the years and he hoped 
that Dr. Jones would make as efficient a treasurer. Carried. 

The members then sang "For He's a Jolly Good Fellow" 
Dr. Muir said he would not promise but probably before the next annual 

meeting the Society would have a gavel. 
Meeting adjourned at 8.50 p.m. 



Editorial Comment 

JT seems that precedent demands some remarks on the subject of the Annual 
Meeting. This gesture is a superfluity but no doubt it serves to give a 

certain focus to the recollections of those who were present. This year the 
Annual Meeting and the Dalhousie Refresher Course ran concurrently during 
the week of October 7th. The list of those attending has already been pub­
lished and the minutes are in this issue . The registration was unusually 
la.rge, especially so for a peacetime meeting. Exhibits were again a welcome 
feature and the longer period of the meeting gave all a chance to see and 
examine. The visiting speakers from the Canadian Medical Association and 
elsewhere were warmly received and heard with interest. The annual dinner 
was well attended and socially successful. Two other social events are worthy 
of comment. On the Tuesday evening a smoker was held at the Nova Scotia 
Hotel, at which all those who had served in the Armed Forces were feted by 
the Society. This was the "welcoming home" party of the Society and was 
enjoyed by guests and hosts alike. On Thursday, October 10th, a tea for the 
wives of the members was held by the ladies of the Halifax Society at the home 
of Dr. and Mrs. Alan R. Morton on Armview Avenue. It was a beautiful 
day and the magnificent view of the North West Arm added to the pleasure 
of the occasion. 
Mention must be made of the retirement of Dr. Walter L. Muir as Treasurer 
of the Nova Scotia Medical Society. Dr. Muir had held this office since 1930 
and deserves the thanks of all for his faithful service over so long a period. 
He is succeeded by Dr. R. 0. Jones. 

In closing we must end on a mournful note. Usually the papers given 
at the Annual Meeting and the Refresher Course enable The Bulletin to abandon 
its hand-to-mouth existence and live in comfort for some months. This is 
not the case this year. Many speakers spoke without notes, which made 
their addresses much more interesting to hear- but which deprives us of 
material. Hence we must have papers, case reports, articles or material of 
some sort in order to bring out a monthly issue. We trust our plea will fall 
on receptive ears . 

M.E.B.G. 



Personal Interest Notes 

M EMBERS of the Nova Scotia Medical Society and other readers of THE 
BULLETIN will be sorry to learn that Mr::;. Currie, secretary to Dean 

H. G. Grant, both as Dean of tho Dalhousie Medical School, and Secretary 
of the Society, met with an accident on October 24th. Crossing Spring Garden 
Road on her return to the office after lunch, she was hit by a car and suffered 
painful injuries- the most serious of which was a fracture of both bones to 
the right leg . She is at present a patient on the Second Floor of the Private 
Pavilion of the Victoria General, and will no doubt be there for some time. 
We trust the time will not hang too heavily on her hands, and that she will be 
able to have a measure of much needed rest, once the preliminary discomforts 
are over. 

Dr. C. B. ·weld, professor of Physiology at Dalhousie University, has 
Leen elected president of the Canadian Physiological Society. This Society 
was founded in 1935 and membership is made up of persons who have conductep 
research and published papers either in the medical sciences or in experimental 
biology. 

Dr. R . E. Brannen, who after graduating in medicine, served three years 
in the R. C. A . F., has recently received his discharge. Ile has returned to 
his home in Barrington Passage and opened an office. 

THE BULLETIN extends congratulations to Dr. and Mrs. C. B. Greene, 
of Sheet Harbour, on the birth of a daughter on October 29th. Also to Dr. 
and Mrs. C. B . Stewart, of Halifax, on the birth of a daughter, Moira Anne, 
on October 20th. 

To Members o f The Medical Society of Nova Scotia 

In preparing for the next Dalhousie Refresher Course it would be a great 
help to me to have the frank opinion of the profession on the one just com­
pleted. If you feel that the programme was too long, or too short, that certain 
subjects were emphasized to the exclusion of others, that there were too few 
or too many contributions from visiting physicians, in fact, if you have any 
suggestions for tho improvement of the Course, it would be considered a great 
favour if you would lot me have tl:.em by letter. 

Also I should like to know what the feeling of the profession is on the 
holding of the annual meeting of The .Medical Society of Nova Scotia in con­
junction with the Dalhousie Refresher Course. Do you favour holding the 
two meetings together in the autumn or do you feel that The .Medical Society 
of Nova Scotia should mee't alone at an earlier date? 

Only by knowing the opinion of those who attend can we arrange accept- . 
able programmes. So write your opinion now on the two items: 

(1) Suggestions for improving the Dalhousie Refresher Course. 
(2) Whether or not the Refresher Course should be held at the same time 

as the annual meeting of The Medical Society of Nova Scotia. 

w. G. COLWELL 
Chairman, The Dalhousie Refresher Course, 1946 

Dalhousie Public Health Clinic 
Halifax, N. S. 



Obituary 

Q N November 8th in New Glasgow the death occurred of Dr. F. B. Day of 
Thorburn. Dr. Day was seventy-one years of age and had been in poor 

health for some years, though his last illness .was short. He had practised 
in Thorburn for more than forty years and was one of Pictou County's best 
known and loved medical men. He was the father of Dr. G. F. D ay of N ew 
Glasgow. The funeral was held in Thorburn on November 11th. 

News was received in H ebron of the sudden death in Boston of Dr. 
Lee Marshall Crosby at the age of seventy years. Dr. Crosby was born in 
H ebron, obtained his medical degree at Dalhousie University, and practised 
as an otolaryngologist. 

The death occurred suddenly on November 4th of Mr. William C. Acker, 
father of Dr. T . B . Acker and Dr. J .C. Acker, both of H alifax. Mr. Acker was 
eighty-four years old and had been for forty-five years a member of the Can­
adian Customs Department. The funeral took place in Lunenburg on N ovem­
ber 8th . 

The death occurred suddenly in Malpeque, Prince Edward I sland, on 
Friday, November 8th, of the father of Dr. P earl Hopgood, assistant super­
intenden t of the Nova Scotia Hospital. 

Mrs. Ida (Robb) Stewar t, widow of Dr. George D avid Stewart, dis­
tinguished graduate of Dalhousie University and eminen t surgeon of N ew York 
City, died October 26th, at Rumson, N ow J ersey, following a long illness, 
at the age of eighty-two. 
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