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Tbce<.>rn w:uallbm.kad.nsfruotdc-.K! bl;w;k. 
The saron h.:od nollurncd, 1ht >Uti •ny«< high. 
Thc:ou.rccrowdroopcdonguard.h>lfngilcba<k 
Ground white byd:oily hc:o.!.thctaulliccry 
Of crows long >till. Bcncalh 1lM: lainl«<oky 
Thc:pcopka.mco:xh<bylo.dudc:lhcwrn, 

To .. ~nd '" 11lcna, and in oilenoc mour11. 

At fmt 1hc pnesu weu aill, a1 lc11gth thq 1011d 
The foeffi" Laid on unh must 1urdy lllC2JI 

'Ilw:ircoruu.m.:omofgodsh;Miaruc:k !he dud 
Wilhgnvcoff=,thalthcyall.all.had~ttrt 
l'hc: nttd for n.meo 10 hcigh1cn and to dc:r.n, 
The nttd foroin to poythc<kathleupricc, 
The nttd for sin to pay with l'!crificc. 

h nevcrhadhccndoncbcforc,lhccrio 
oc .. a.!l«<angum:~dcthepri .... r.ueat. 
l 'beytworcllM:ymc.>ntnoh.nm,concutt«lhc< 
To m:~ke 1hcirrourwordsappur :u """«l 
Ao kn·crs' •uwo. Thc:ybuti«< U...rdde>1. 
RcturnedtohondmgoUI the me>li(rehrnd 
Alld praying to the sick and nurly dad 

1M ohoms dt«< down, and aU W;>l as bcfou. 

Or"'" occrr>c<l, until thechildnn dtcd 
Ltkcltalkoofcorn,and na.rlyewcrydoor 
Hungthkkwith rnourning ... -cedt.un!tcdandticd 
From time 10 time with rnor.. And 1hen they cried· 
Defend usl on<l the prieou rcpli«<: We can"! di=t 
The: gods. it'ohom1hcgodoth~t youddca. 



They 11:1U ht:ld ~k, b.a_ then the o;ommon wdl 
lkgantomuddy,buchtstooomcupdry. 
Thconnd;rointhirayrows,lhc:li!>CJI 
Of , .. ,olkn ck:uh doggW up the :ur, the Ncy 
Wactough,.1thgnt,fordirth:ldlurnedtofly 
\\/ben h1rdJ h;od stopped. 0M day the: WOfd WIJ Aid, 
The ptiuu '"'re c.UW and wld to go ahud. 

Thcyp•ckedhcroutbylotth:nvcryday 
1\nd pt<>brd her with their stick• from neck to kn«, 
And then annoullol:ftl they fdt it would not ~y 
To .end $lOCh ocra ... ny nidMcc to pkoi 
Thcirfc;~rofgods.thegodswouldonly~ee 

Howpoorthc:gill. Th.tymustavoidthatJJighL 
BypH~n<ng ht:rwfo:edhttcbyand night. 

Thcy~pedacagcandha.dht:rhc•n•idc, 
Told all themb. to glean 1hat oh, might at 

Thcbestthat rould be found, A few defied 
Thcpriest1, rcfu~Wtobcndbcncath U..heat 
And Lurn Lhc girl from neighbour int" m<at. 
Thc<l!hnogrubbrd.andlarncdanachonghatc 
For thitthin ch.>r~ th.ot they mwt help infbtc, 

Forht:r,hc:rcbyoofhunger were now done, 
Ha body'• "''rinkko filled with Ulining f.u 
Sbcbyalld:.ybcncath thc:sunburncdoun., 
At u..,.. would ling old song. for t.hoole who At 
On """"'11 gu:ml. A ~;~~ and puffy at, 
Sbcatcandskp;atM.ll,untilthedty 
Thc priestl came in a body for th,ir prey. 

They fro:ed the gorl. •nd h.>d h .. llwclr her dothc:s, 
Thcnl>rought hertoaplaccamong Lhetrrn. 
Sbchddher mindaf"'n,ohckncwthatthnte 
Who Jovtd her 1no11 WOUld WIOI I<> 101' her plCHC 

Thcgodlbyb.:.ringupuntilthc:~ 
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Of bloWul tlttpy daih couW -.h Mr hcon, 

Coulddrownlhesoruin whu:htJu:duhnpart.. 

11wy wr.oppn! llco in the robe: of tlo.cor fira chtd 

And•pnnldcd Mrwithrorn qtboughabm:k. 

The prieou, thcir p>intcd chttkt awaJh wul> gncf, 
S..ood on a cin:k while tl>c>r lc~dcr croft! 

Forl>tavcn tocndthc dying wlo.cn 1llc dtcd. 

He stroke<! hnl>3it3nd ungofhumanguolt, 
1hcnlc<lh<rtothcalt>rthcyhadlmth. 

Sl1< kcp< her fle"Ce.•llc mull 11()( ruin her lllltnC. 
Hut death CUm<$ slow in flames. at bit ohc cric.J., 
And felt oncrytngalltheb.ucr""'me 

Of all hcrttnoowcllupfromdttpiJUidc 
Andcruohag:o.iru.tlo.crp:ununult.J.cdtcd 

11w fircr~gcd tojotn the oun'onud eye, 

AndtwallowedonttswayMrbs:t~cry. 

Ill 

Two d:iys Later, fat on th.: northern wond. 

1hcblobsoirainc:~me.~c:~rringdulolycorn, 

And all dlcdtobclicvcrs knew they'd 1inncd. 

Tllc]>n!plctbncttl,andalltll<infanulx.orn 

lntlutgrcatWttk.a•fastutheywcrclorn 

From mother flesh, ""'rcgiftntotllcpriesu. 

WhoraiJcdthcmforthctrainingof"·ildheuu. 

And after th..t, oxh umc the r.otn wwld fad. 

T"hcfd chnooca growing gul and >he wot~ld d.c. 
Hut th..rc came d:iys wlo.cn thli h..d no av:ul; 

&ttptforhlood.tlo.cnun«<gi"(HJndaayeddry, 
T"hcpm:t.swr>Ulds:ty•heyh:><ltotryaoduy. 

Umilatbot.thcg"l' would wa•tinturn. 
Rutstillthcmnwouldburnandburnondbum. 

Heatcn.thcylrfttofinda..,ftcrland, 

Whcrcptu<km workandhop<wcrc noo:undone 
tly vcngcfulgud• who rukd with hc:tvyhand. 



'Tbcy took along their pnats, who'd .,men,..,. won 
A<llyortwuuf~frmncmuuntoun. 

They roamal the c~rth, ~n.d ldt in ~very plain 
n.. t«""- woy they'd found (m- making rain. 

IT WAS T HEN 

Wili i1 Ebt rman 

WMn l thoughtUwmyiOIIgWOllovcr, 
why then I I'OOt,lu firQ. danctd, 
moved ;>.c;ross the gnu o{ my unknowmg. 
without fc.ar, mindleu to remember the ("'Sl. 

but felt • vnia: move in my breast, my thm>t, 
aodw:~sborntounen....,agnn. 

Splendid arc the j.cwehui the fi rc l ~otokc; 

opkndid, rv~n in am... the loo< ootes of my oongong. 
st:~rrcd.hre:athcdupon,rdnonthcmounn 

ol thislon.cdancc. 
Arockcrn"'"<.C.mdlW 

npen.annff~nngtotheMwwhou.that uiJCS 

lo kca pakWOit\.1n fromthe«>Uchcd boils. 

When I thought th>t my JOng d~pt. nr was nvcr 
>tWl.it ... ':iottMnthatfircskapcd.acoc:k 
crowl"d,aodc.amdh.ubrouglu ((Mth theoun 
of my unknuwong: splcndoro and JOngs and jewdJ, 
firnofancndles. mind, and a <lane~ forever. 


