Roy McKeen Wiles

FRESHEST ADVICES, FOREIGN AND DOMESTICK

Like most other Canadians 1 spend much of my spare time in reading
ncwspapcm but I differ in preferring newspaj that are out of date.
1like them best if they are at least two hun years old. What stimu-
lates me in reading the Worcester Postman of 1720 or the Leeds Intelligencer
of 1757 is the sense of being taken over the chasm of years separating then
from now, of being brought close to the day-by-day hfz of peaple whu lxved
and died fong ago but who still seem very much alive because
and mmum are so amply revealed in those folded half-sheets of hand
made paj Newspapers two centuries old seem to have the curious
power of prcszrvmg the ethos of their era. The “Freshest Advices Foreign
and Domestick™ in London and provincial papers of 1757 have lost their
original force as "mmlhgem:: but have somehow acquired an imaginative
appeal which a 1957 newspaper cannot possibly have until the middle of

twent! x:::nnd century.

Itis imaginative appeal, unintended by the men who wrote them
and printed cbm. that for me makes out-of-date journals fascinating

Emtory books tell me all there is to know about the Duke ofo%
bemugh's victories on the Continent. I enjoy a more direct participation
in the excitement when I read in the Bristol Post-Boy for the week ending
August 12, 1704, a dispatch dated at Whitehall two days earlier g,

“This Afternoon arrived an Express witha Letter from his Grace the Duke

Marlborc

Pencil.™ Then follows the text of the great Duke's message, right from
the tumult of a battle which historians do not hesitate to mll one of the

most memorable in the history of the world:
1 Bave nor Time 1o sy any mare than £ beg of you to prsent my Humble Dury
ot ot Ber Majety koo, Thae Her Aty bapbad s lckost

Monsiear Tallard and two other Generals are in my Coach. -
hmm -2’.1' ‘Aidde:Camp, Colonel Parkes, will give Her Majesty an Account of what
as pa

Similarly the contemporary news stories of “the '45," the court-martial
of Admiral Byng, the earliest performances at the Three Choirs Festival,
the beating to death of John Waller in the pillory, and the violent
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opposition offered here and there to John Wesley's preaching make those
events seem very real and close at hand.
Undoubtedly the scarcity of these early newspapers adds zest to my
mdin of them. They are hard to come by, and the current market prices
almnve of their rarity. When Thomas Gent tmk nvu the ka
Joumlmnmmpnmpum y was twag:xcz
only extant copy of that paper dated December 15, 1730 1 fmd nm by
1957 the price had become fifteen hundred times higher, for the London
dealer who showed it to me was offering it, along with one other single
issue, for £25.
The fact that these early papers have thus far been left practically
unnoticed by historians gives me a delectable sense of :xpln
rﬂlmxAnot resms of Sh) vertanily, Dt ceskng whers G ks it
of the common clay wl d:uhumamty Dickens found Lhat clay in Lon-
dnn Hardy pnfmed what he found in rustic “Wessex." My love of
don past present no man can challenge, but in my search for the
menml Englishman and his ways I have found him easier to get at when
I have look:d for him outside the metropolis. Perhaps that is because so
many Enghshmm did not hve in London. In the eighteenth century
London’s influence was mighty; but even if one leaves out Edinburgh and
Dublin, there were in the British Isles many other centres of life and com-

ham, and half a hundred other communities many miles from Lcmdnn ea
having its own local newspaper before George 111 ascended the throne.
During he rigns ‘Anne and the first two Georges there sprang
up about 125 different newspapers in these towns. Most of them were
issued once a week and followed the pattern of the London papers.

The search for surviving files of these papers is really exciting, par-
ticularly when one tries to find papers which are suj to have disap-
peared completely, or are believed to have survived in one or two siny
issues only. There is in the Kendal Public Library a whole year's run
(1732) of Thomas Cotton’s Kendal szkly Courant, and the local historians
are convinced that this Fa an end before Thomas Ashburner
mnzd the Kendal Weekly K/cl:vmry in 1735 but nftcr a Iong and pemmt

lfaundundna owcase in the Kendal Museum an issue of
&mm e dited August 14, 1736, which pmm that there were
that small town

Gutiag 1735 tnd 1736,




10 THE DALHOUSIE REVIEW

Several other papers have been preserved by a narrow margin of
chance. A set of rr Sussex Weekly Adu:’m.wr was presented to the
Public Library at Brighton by a man who found them some years ago being
undbyaloalbumhermwﬂgchapum A file of Adam’s  Weckly
Couum in the Chester Public Library must at one time have been on the
a fruiterer’s shop, for many of the sheets are wrinkled and
Im‘lly sx:mcd with black currants. Some of the currants are still stuck to
the paper. Barely escaping complete extinction are the waw;[loumal
No. 401 nfwh.\di (dar:d{un: 2, 1753) is in the Public Library at Norwich,
and Farley's Exeter Weekly jmmx No. 33 of which, issued December 11,
1741, is at the Yale University Library. No other issues of either paper are
known to be in existence now. m Oxford_Flying Weckl Joumal, and
Cirencester Gazette bas survived in three issues, one ix
frail remnant found sixty years ago pasted on the mmdz of an old trunk in
Oxfordshire. Only a few months ago there came to light in the library of
All Souls College, Oxford, a unique file of Manchester’s earliest news-
paper, but no one knows what was in the first 290 issues. Odd issues and
short runs of the Gloucester Journal are accessible in various libraries, but
the only complete file from 1722 unwatds was until recently in the hands
of a private owner in London. When I visited the Gloucester Public
Library last year, I learned that the owner had bequeathed the whole file
to his son, a solicitor in Hong Kong, and that the solicitor had been mur-
dered just three days before my visit to Gloucester! It gave me a certain
sense of relief to learn that all the bound volumes of the Journal had been
left in the custody of the Gloucester Public Library, and 1 was able to
arrange for the complete set, to the end of 1760, to be microfilmed. Will
the two ncwspaéx.rs once published in Lincoln ever come to light? Will
any files of ton and Coventry papers be discovered to replace those
destroyed by enemy action in the last war? Will anyone in t&a cen
ever see even a single issue of the first mwsp:geu printed in Liverpool,
Newcastle, Shrewsbury, Stamford, Yarmouth, Yeovil? The search
continues.

Meanwhile there are literally tons of early newspapers safely housed
in a hundred libraries on both sides of the Atlantic. In the long runs one
can easily trace the changes that came about in size, price, and contents
as the century moved on. The earliest country newspapers in F_nghnd
were either single half-sheets about 7 or 8 inches by 11 or 12 inches in s

printed in two columns, or else they were printed and fnldzd as tw:lv:
lmall single-column pages, each about 6 or 7 inches by 8 or 10 inches.
for a penny or three half-pence. Eventually t.hm little twelve-
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page booklets and single half-sheets gave way to what was for many years
the standard format in most towns: a large single half-sheet, folded to
make four pages of three columns each, the size of the pages varying from
10 by 14 to 12 by 17 inches. Each half-sheet bore an impressed red half-

enny stamp, and the price was usually twopence, at least until 1757, when
an additional half-penny tax was imposed. The Fapu was usually good,
and most of the surviving copies have been unaffected by the passing of
two or two and a half centuries. The type was in some papers old and
battered, but newspapers printed in the period 1720-1760 can usually be
read with less eye-strain than those of thefollowing century—with less,
indeed, than the front page of to-day’s most dignified London daily. At
first glance there is a certain quaintness about their ap) earance, with
their old-time spellings, their Iavxah use of italics, their tall s's, and their

ck of illustrations and headlines (except in the advemse_mants) The

strangeness of some words—' ince,” il ﬁmauon,

i) *-ﬁﬁ:ﬁﬁzd ¥ for example—soon wears off when one’s eye recognizes
that what looks like “f" is really not “f" at all, and the “Ruffians™ turn
out to be “Russians™ after all.

Next to their unfamiliar size and appearance, the newspapers two
centuries old are most interestingly different from our own in their ad-
vertisements. Nine-tenths of these announce farms *“to be lett™; books,
spinets, milch asses, fir trees, and other commodities for sale; runaway
wives and apprentices earnestly sought after; and forthcoming perform-
ances of music or drama. More remarkable are those offering something
unusual: the sight of a two-ton unicorn (alias thinoceros), wax-works with
Epeurgan accompaniment, a “moving picture” machine, a “Travelling

ost-Chaise that goes 50 Miles in a Day without Horses," a celebrated
fireeater who received great encouragement in Cambridge, and a competi-
tion in back-sword play—"No Heads to be deemed broke unless the Blood
runs an Inch.” It is mildly amusing to find a poet's ancestor offering five
eas reward for information about the person who “on Monday last at
righthelmston did cut off, or otherwise deprive of his Tail, a Hound,
belonging to Bish Shelley, Esq." And there is a surprising aggressiveness
in the request of 2 teen-aged university student for news of an approachiny
vacancy in any Derbyshire vicarage worth £150 or £200 a year; it e
suit the expectant young gentleman best if the incumbent about to retire
or expire were “‘upwards of Sixty, or in a declining State.”

‘Most entertaining to modern readers are the paid notices of remedies
designed to keep clergymen and others from declining too soon. If these

ical concoctions were as efficacious as their high-sounding names
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st, wonderful cums ‘must have been brought about by Dr. Hamilton"
v‘.’f‘ n'nymg Sugar Plumbs, Bateman's Guldzn Spirits of Scurvy
dmt Rcstncnvz Electuary and Dr. Lowther's Anti
:pﬂ:pn: Nzrvous Powders. If your teeth were ﬁlhng out, you nwd on!)
Boghn to. uas Dr. Rarchis Tooe Specifick. Tiactuce, which o
mediate Ease in the most violent and tormenting Pain, . . . makes Llu fnulul
Teeth most beautifully White, assuredly fastens. those thar are loose, ana
mﬁlhbly preserves the Teeth from growing rotten * If you were
with the itch, you simy lyapphadmthz:ffecwdpanthe
inmxzm and most ‘wholesome tment™ prepared by an anonymous
gentlewoman who, “purely out ul &nn passion,” communicated
the recipe to a friend before gmmth:m:hleuhcm&ermt
wuntry dealers, including the printers of newspapers, sold an amazing
which was said not only to relieve “Scorbutick Humours™ but
"almost [1] cures all other chronick diseases . . . occasioned by indigestion
and flatulent crudities in the stomach and bowe!- It was declared to be
cordial and and enlivens the whole
mxum. and as soon as taken, makes the patient pleasantly lightsome,
brisk, and vigorous to admiration,

But not all the advertisements were ridiculous. There is something
very practical and downright in the adverusenmm offering various
services: Andrew Cook “destroys Bu Roben Law makes “all Sorts
of Machines for crooked and deformed Limbs™; Carew Davis is "official
Pumper of all the Bath Waters" in Gloucester; Francis Midon will teach
anybody to Ap:ak French wlth “a correct and nntunl Pronunciation .

a mght and is to deliver Lectures
upon Air ; Thomas Aubon: oﬂ‘én for immediate sale the unexpended
rovisions of two whaling ships just back from a long cruise off Green-
End%he very thing for parish lfickes 5 weasoh of cheap victuals for the
ouse!
Pl It is to the columns of news rather than to paid notices that one turns
to find out what the average Englishman living in the pmvmces found
‘most interesting to read about. Almost every local paper before 1760 had
practically all of its news space filled with material copied straight from
the London papers. The motto of the Salisbury Journal was e pluribus
Sl pee st 0f iy, This ohrass iohich ha siacesanaiieet -vesy
familiar ring in North America, could be applied to every one of the
country newspapers, | for they ail regularly took their freshest advi
foreign and domestick™ from the London Gazette, the Whitchall Evmmg»
Post, Stanley's Letter, and at least four or five other printed or written
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papers. Under such headings as “Tuesday's Post” or “Saturday’s Post™

the foreign dispatches were given first, tgen the Londun new!. followed

by a separate section headed * Counu-y News" and perhaps one marked

;P:.nuuon News.” Any local news is likely to be fomxfm small type
t in

of the century some papers had as much a5 a full mlumn of local and
regional news, usually printed on the third page. Unlike their Lmdm
brethren, the provincial editors for the most part tried to preserve strict
mmhtym hnm]manus,andfewofdlemdwv:dtth yfultaum
of Sam s thirtieth Idler essay quoted Sir Henry
Womms "a man of virtue sent abroad to
s for dm Bd\r.mmg: of his country™—and added his own definition
uf: news writer—"a man without virtue who writes at home for his own
pmﬁt On :he con! some of the vamml editors were men of
there are notabl
Andrewﬂn ofExcw for instance, suffered in chandpm‘seheauu
he dared to ex unconscionable irregularities in the treatment of
el it o) "gLT
Certainly there were hon;u efforts to provide the subscribers with
all the varied matter which the word “journalism™ now implies. When
P. Darby of Halifax, Yorkshire, issued the prospectus of his Umon Journal;
or, Halifax Advertiser in December, 1758, he set forth what newspaper
men had by that time come to regard as the essentials. Besides news col
lected from the best London papers, augmented by communications from
his own agents in the capital city, Darby promised to list the current
mp«umdupmrsathvupoolmdthgpnmufgmna:duﬂzﬁﬁx
k:t ‘There were to be other departments as. w:ll

oneis. o know the Occurrences of Neighbourhood, Care
s et diad oo kb sini ity
3 Numberof Gentlmen baving engagd to supply the Priner with Intligence of thi
Sor ... Bromotions, Birth, Matinges, e, Ships taken, . will be rang aog'dins
Strokes of Wit nnd Humour wxll lmnr.umu be admitted, .

Darby's paper wrahladat up-to-date pattern of comprehensiveness and

‘moderni T e pabulmn provided by twentieth-century newspapers is

not very
mmmcmpx!hwﬁ&nd&umbymmfdbwm

lists were able to move ahead of their century. Thztwaxtbe

business of printing the news while it was still new.

Betiwrithe evesitond the newhaper NG E o 16 undzstzndable \fthe
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ispasches must crael by courier over bad roads and siormy scas from

Boston, Oct. 13. Last Week the several Carpenters who went from hence to Oswego
totumed bere, baviog, 44 we undu‘::»d.:mpl:mdth:bu‘;l:ugn{!h:mmlm
of the Trees.
It took three times as long for the news to reach We try readers in
Englandnnthzdhhntoculdownthen’euzndbmldr.heuhxpn
news was still exciting to

however,
families in the old d.fa::wustﬁnmfnmdundkmsfolkmr.h:

cex 3t Fort Cumberland, in Nova Scotia, dated April zs printed
Eyres's Weekly Journal, or, the Warrington Advertiser on July 13, s

A-!an:wslbzvzuulywlnywknow that on Monday last a number of Indians
{eupposed o beanye) advance o frt Moockton,garriscned by Capt Hil,with
Wrsguhu,:ndhledmnc,mﬂth:mdﬂy‘md\n:mmdhdm

send some of ther umber o this s Tanamar cock ey n the morning and killed
onedd:: 5, and took or killed one Noah Williams of Tauntan, a young lad

pegiashy sy e ot K s e
5"& stript naked, and , and the lad's coat; this has set

alarge body

Equalls ymrmgmunbnvebtmdzﬁmrzpumo{:hgapmdlmw
burg, Indian raids nar Baston, a skirmish at Fort George, o hurricane in
Lmn :epomdluwmmmucvmumd circumstances would

read with gs like th of th of lobsters
at Halifax, and the report of an ardent Philadelphia Quaker's smashing
of his deceased wife's china ware as “a publick Testimony against the
Vanity of Tea-drinking.”

News of happenings at home should has with no
more delay than IJ thfacnhuawhulz s news had to
accumulate ﬁetween faml: ‘liuue and the ne:] l;:mmpt mns\'dl:x:non of w
was especially desirable if anything unus ppened in the region.
Sherborne Mercury, which regularl i carried news from Wells, Taunton,
andmhﬁmwmofdxaxu,hadmmimu:forMayé, 1740, this account
of an execution in a nearby village:
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Saturday last, about Five o'clock in the Morning, was executed at Ivelchester in
mt County Sumzﬂet, Mrs, Bml;&‘:‘h and her quhw. for me cruel M\udu of their
ilip's Norton in the:

ml it Disaj I\mm to the Country a.bout Nine
n‘Cln:k in the i‘lcxmng‘r:h‘rmg dpmzha- i Mnlnmﬂu ..ﬂ’lf;‘m Cancouse of
s and

not ever
thclnhﬂmnm

Some years earlier, readers of the Gloucester Journal must have wished
they had been present to witness a most rare spectzcl:, ‘when four persons
ondeaned a the Worcesterasies were bnged, Thete wasan unespect-
ed hitch in thz proceedings. According to the issue of August 20, 1722,
this is what happened:

e ' of, sme P, who bad ben desi'd by Bacowell o
do-,.p..ndhmbymu,.sw.mmrmmmwudmm
putino the Cart agan,he was seschss,but coming o insel e afe, e spoke
S t0 the People, and was rurd off 5 24 ti

g'hz resilient Blackwell must have been a favourite topic of conversation
for many a
Perhaps nur.hmg is more symptomatic of the times than the newspaper
editors” treatment of death. Fatalities were reported in teenth-
century papers with great gusto. If there is no story about a man biting 2
dog, there is at least one good story (in the Derby Mercury of November
4,1743) of a cat that bit a cobbler, the immediate consequence Ixm; the
death of both cat and cobbler. Many papers regularly printed
of mortality,’ whlchmdnateduvmzdgrmofmor deaths.
From the list published in the Nottingham Wnkly Cuummt on February 6,
1717, one observes that during the tixr of January, in addition to
\lnfurtmnl.uwo r.hcmsgvestodathorwmhllzd l-f
g? Londoners died from forty-two different ailments. “Head-
mouldshot,™ *Hooping Cough,” and “Surfeit™ each reduced the popula-
tion by one; md& ‘were “Imposthume”, “Rising of the Lights™,
and “Thrush.” The lul lers in those days were :onvulmam,
“Griping in the Guts,"” !ma[l x, teeth, and “Tissick.” Together tl
carried off four hundred London citizens in one week.

It is in the news stories, rather than in the vital statistics or the
advertisements of funeral biscuits and mourning suits, thatoneencounters,
in one sense or another, the true spirit of the times. The second issue of
the Gloucester Journal (April 16, 1722) mnmls mhmg but the name of
the victim in its report of a drowning acci
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On Sunday Readstons e
Burtlow, who was drewoed bt theee. Woecks Snce o che Manocs followig:com
g o Kidariieer & Hetle s FXILd, he vomdinely eopoed o iie chro (b ern,
and accordingly Swam over gvert th onher Side,but givin his Hoxsc  sudden Check, a6
hawumnngg‘p:be&nk.mdmwam swam back towards the other
Side, when e et 59 vety Seron. st o wes Cart o s Howme,
Two years later the Nl{aumal dimd]un:l 1724, contained part
of a letter in which the Rev.
that he and a friend had been shocked to ndLh;od ly of another clergy-

near

, to get int
what readers of the Weekly Courant nwauhnr only piece of Nottingham
news in the issue of January 20, 1725/26.
greater Flood {occasion’d by the. Snow which
hldyfdlmthuel’uu)ﬂanhub&nkmn:x’my (&-::zhndcugal

<o the Bdgewhich crowes the Rver Tret ... We hea of everl, Perons
thazhzv:bmx[mnddudmche?:ﬂdn,p-mmhr) old Woman, at Hoe Hill near
Plumtree, who used to iy, almost caten sway by the Crows, supposed
pigoeide o e

Mwumdcu!mhmtmthd:x]mzo{ sickening details, whether
the incident reported was a particularly ugly instance of body snztdnnﬁ
in Kelso in 1725, or a rowdy attack on the decorated hearse in a funeral
prmamnansmlm1737.ntlhednthml74lufawﬂuhmman
who * havmgrhemvcrymuchmmdmatDogsMuﬂodz
disag ble Things, did undertake to eat a Mole and a Frog." The mole
no internal disturbances; what caused James Silcock’s death,
:fppar;-:;y.wudmhgwnumhawmnmswalhwamdmmd

‘Whatever the theme, there was nothing “dead" about the local news

in the English country newspapers of two centuries ago, for the times

ly crammed with vitality. Smﬁmd(.‘nymdl-l
lndF:ddmgrwur\rEdzhcllfe, the art, the thinking of ;5 but some-
thing of this msdmzahobynhathrggmpmya{; , most of
them anonymous, who were the p s of fxuhest advm,

Sorsign and doseatice,” i a1l pasts o€ Fighnd. Until the scattered fles
of provincial papzfsareenmmnd, can have no idea how much they
have to tell us about life in the Queen Anne and the first two
. The writer of the Union iwmalmﬂzhﬁx, Yorkshire, declared

Gearges.
i 1758 that o the subaceibees Wkl pecservs theic copies, the s of the
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Union Journal and other news journals of the period would “both now,
and hereafter, be consider'd as a valuable History of the present Ti.me i
We are only now beginning to realize how right he was. As
Crabbe later in the century grudgingly admitted, * These things have s
use; and are, besides, vehic K t.” If their record seems

ofun to be a record of trs

amusement
s, (h:y are the m\nzlma of every
life in the very towns from which many of the settlers came who huntzc{
ﬁlhcd fought Ind:ans cleared land, znd established families in

jorth America in those remote days before Canada bmmzanatmn



