
R o BERT CooPERMAN 

The Ranch Wife Thinks of the Vagaries of 
Being in the Beef Business 

Wh~n I firot muriM Rick, 
he tookmctoasbuglucrhou5t: 
"Sorou'llknowhowomcartlego 
from cropping swttt VoW 
mbc:ingnaluandbutgcrl." 
I wincM 10 bc::u U..: bellowing, 
mcnw~th hammcrsw:oiring 

p.uicmo.sb~sl uggcrs; 

U.C.,inkofblood,fw::.,andfeu 
<m:>ekM me in the head lih ..,..va 
of~nidw:IAocks<isingintorhc•ky. 

l tippc<llikcwcwcre•hootinginaraft 
downtheRoaringApriiRivcr infuUspatc, 
andrhoughtoftumingvrgcta<ian, 
orjustfutingfo~,likcoBuddhOC 
But !cantuckimoaT-boncnow, 
like l wo.sbornacarnivore,which ! wo.s 
thoughMompickc.:loutourmtlr 
wr:appcd ondcanpb.<tic,she'dtdlrnc 
abomxcomp:ut)"inghcrmotbcr 

ro rhchurchcrshop. ~ndwarching

apmll.lbloodyasb.aulcfiddsurgcon
ashurch.:rshxkedoidesofbecfimoncaks. 
Momdcdat.:dit ... .:slikc--.tchmg 
KUlpmrstraccfigurestnshbsofmarbl~. 

\Vhcntouriitsholdthctrno,.,s 



~~ tm stink of c:m.k [ .. -;tnt tO !dl th.,m, 
"Thisiswh:urealfolloot. 
Don't Jikco it~ Go lw:k 10 Bouldu 
:wdstuffyoursd=onvq;sicdogt.• 

Good Lord, 
['....,bccomc:RKI<'smomhpica: 
wnhoutl:\'cn reali~i,git. 
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