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Watching Pigeons Making Love: 
From the Life of a CounliY Parson in 
these Dislracled Times-Thomas 
Webbe at Langley Burrell , c. 1647-1651 ' 

I T ~AS A DAY AROUKD \t<'hitsunlL<l'-'. 16'>0. In a Wiltshlfc ~~1~ 
lage. A gmupoffoctxb nlL1 for<>fl'-'oftheLrroegularg::~thcnng~ m 

the gatehouse of th<' 1ocd manor hou~, intending tO discu"" m:Jl~ 
tcr<; of religion. ·n,;, gnMJp induded the rector of Ill<' P'ui.'h and 
the bdy of the manor. Tht: rector"s attcnuon """~ ,_;~ug1n hy solll<' 

1 "'~•l<llikt·ouo ii J nk ohe f()llowin~.ttthh-~• •ntlllhr-.trl<·• ~,.oh.-" kio><II"-'IP, 11"-' 
ll'ilL<hl!l" >nd '" in<lon Rt-.:urU OIT"'~- 'I mw))f idl!<-' \l' 1 l1•h i r~. ohe ,.JL>O<U] Ardoi>·c.,. 
lf"'n""'lt Plll>i>< ~..._.,-,ru Oni<.'d, Lontlon; lh~ Lotpnt:ltiOfl <>I l<ln<l<>rl lk<'>nl Of. 
f~..-. l<>n<k>n, tht• [J:ontl<>nMt"">p<>i.tu.n .\Rhiu•< !1.\lAl. l•ontl<m. lht: llrlu.-i11 Li 
br.1r,. L<.nlun, ~ncn<hll<"'-"'l.ihr::>.n.l<'"'k'".tl~< l.tho--•nui01C'-<><""Y"'"-"'' 
qu.or._.,_l<ontl<>l!,ll..,tl<><.ll~w.~n·.oUord.Ourh.lmLnr~<"""JUhr.tr,,llur­

lum.l'I(.Tn,..~tl<-fnn-~ttl.tbr:t1).Tm-..l-.no.Jg<·ltid<,jun·.•ndrll<cl.ihr.1ryol 

~\t'dt<h""An.tu._..>lt>g>o.ool.tntl'-"'""'lH"'o'l""'"'''f-no.,''""'Wdl,jun.·l..-o 
""......,...'~~'"".-full<.>l'.ttn<uAlklofk41<-.• >w.f,.,SIIm<lfl"~1k~nk-,.,Chn>t.uph<.,­

"""'· p....._~ ''-""'""· l>=ru• 1-'ovonq.·. AI"'"' ""~! .tntl \l~lud '«tK.>doun tor 
l.m<il>-Ju~tho.'tlknm<lrdll""~hme.f<lflt"t'o<.'I\>U.'>I)~II<"'-<"Il""-'"''''""''" 
l"''-'lt't"ll'-''~"'-'-'ntlf<><l'f"'idin)lW:~I'llpP<>rl.t•l<l•<J•"-<' M)Ounhflll·lheir 
~~"""""'' l~"'ff'':lluyin Iondon, Odurd .tnd \\1ll•h1"' 11'''" \lln«ont, Ion and 
)<~ont-;c"'"'"-'""""""'"""h'-'""l"-'.~•l'•nl•ntl'omonl)r.ofl<"' T11>ni-.>to 
-..r,h C••"'-- Mr ;nd M,-,.. John cun.,, \~runl<.• 1\llml\l~r. tl\n"'"'' •nd w,lter 
l'crufnt, llomR<><ldlum,S!m<>O:.nt.lAnn 'l)'O<loii•·•O<i~<'-'<"nwyll"•lk~rfO<mak 

ln~Lt"-'f<"-'' '""<'kun .. ·inW>IL-h ~c- 1'h•nk<,t""·'"'";>dii'Lu • .._..-, l'hilop.\L<t<in, 
PIHhpp.o ~t;nontl.tl<.•, Ton~ R•d<Jum •ntl VuhT•tiri r,,. Ll'<.'"c.-..lk"->p:>IH.'n<.--e, 
<>Uhu>oNn, onoJu..,fulnwn.,...nt........._,._tt<Jt.:i.Ju<"Gi.'Uf)IC.In<ljul"' "-<lhe<l:.tnd 
llu•.tn~<.-k·l•<lt~l••t"'ltt>ther""-""'.ll·"'""ul:lt 1'<1<."t•Chun:h, i..;<njllc1· llurn'll----­

l"""--f'R-"'<'"'"r-.dluru..-



t:m-.cp1~ 1n1hec1.1Urt}1l nl, p:lnicularlyby·a )Ut:al Cock Pidf.i~m· 
tll'll was in the proce"" of b..~owin~-: r.llhct imifll.lle ancmion~ upon 
"diH'Tli of the lkn l'•dgeon>lherc." The re<:~ortook thismst:mt-eof 
:wian lo\'Clllaking to acquaint tht• company with his thoughts "thm 
1t was bwfu!l for enory m:m and wotrun. anc..l that they ought to 
takcthatHbenyandfrt"t.-domonewiththeOiher,asthtl<;el'idgt'Oru 
did, :.t.lthough they were no1 m:.t.rrit'd the one tu The <llher."' 

Tile 11illai!C w.t~ bngley ButT!'! I. '11te rector was twent~·-four­
)C'dr·old'lltomasiX'ehlx-

Pro/os tu• 
'11tisunusualglimp<eofthethouJthts:~.nc..lpaS1io11<_"SofanEngli>.h 

country parr.on comes from a tr.•n called 7b<! \rfll;hire !<ani, which 
:lppeared in July 1M2' lt chronicles the lumultuou~ incumbcnq· 
of 1hc !Unter 'lloonus \\~dlbe, who muu>~ercd :n l:~nJ!Iey Burrcll 
from c.l647 unt il his infamous ej.::t,i<>n in '>cptcmll<:'r 1651 _' Lnlike 
most mid-SC\·entecnlh-o:T\lury tr.Kb describing the ani•·iti<..-.; of re· 
!.gious r:odk:~b. tht ~ one did not now fmm 1hc pen of an l'mhit· 
tercd dergynun. ln.-tead, il was wnuen by F..dward Stoke.~. El.<t-· of 
T~1hen0fl l.ut:as, a local juStire of the peace .1nd one of 'IXH>bc's 
paru.hloncrs. He '-".lllX' from a r:other colourful f:tmi!y hm15<'lf Son 
ola "h:llfc m1d" father and himself fatl"'r ol Ahjolm Stoke-;, "ilo 
woulc..l pass mto ked legend"~ ;~n unprin~ipled bully uncrly de­
void of any .o;cnse ol honour.' Edw~rd .Siokt.,; had 1he profes..~ional 

>E<J..,~rd'>«Jkc-._ Tb<>lli//:Sbu1'Rt.llll.0r<l.\dmllfi<·Ubt-rMittbt>.l/<101f'rr{J<IOIIJd<l 

l'rl:f>htlnl' Acfi•'ll•· Cotmh''frlt Hct•~m''ll'· <1ttd tnl _<;pmkt•w <{1bomu> ~•~"'"'­
hii<'Jlt>ottow.d.\fmW.-r<fliJ-ngi<")·DuruJI_m,.Uisoun.J.t,.l'<mKUiurtMtwmJj" 
........... Dtooi.,INl/1e~1"1/,P<'R'!IIM21 H; hen-•hc'1"~11cd" \l{)(.c-., WU/;blrr 
1/miiP,ucnlhcl•:•lcu;otl()<c•inllwl=t"-'l<•<lO!hi,<lr><:\Uil<.'nl 

Thon"""" ><<1uircd h<• «'P) on~ Jult 
Fu.-lil<'d.lHijl,olh» inrumt.>.,n<) >« !,.-(,,.. _ "'"~ Y:, 

''x"t" 'I< John Lon~ of Dr>)'<"UI<" In \1."-'"'"' W..·~l!v·•.nh_ 16 ScJ~c-mll<'1 11>1!.\, on 
Ju"" l!.ookni. onlt:sblf't' Fonfwb.n ~~~~ n:pru\1 \l.ahtl<"<l>or} Nonon \looco-. 
\l..dme<bur}'Wdl>.,l9fl2) 1~2. h(.,.-.u<]:-,o,,...,.,.,.,._,h._.)'<"-'118'-""-"""'-'ll"hootu• 
"~'"'""· "'"'docd In 16'i-l '" <I>< a~: or/67 ld\Oonl man'•:d ,\l•rr Aht<lhn In 
l.<.>ndon In 1640 'ik d>t<J "' 1(14~ . .._ .. ,."'11 h<'f hu.toand .. m'"'" wno. Al.,.,tLn 

06-lt-l~H), «IK> <1>)<-..1 ~~ l)thcnon t.u<-a•, •od Om<l<'l~"-'<, ""'-' m<M"<-1 lo 
l)."hilchun;hlnl!offiJ"hln: l'.d">rd-•'OeC<>nt.l"if~ lli.<al><"lhJ..,,>hol~huunll:l-"><11 

1>y "'""" tw, hal a <bugl~<'f. Ehu, horn on tM.l, uudi-.-..1 horn tn 16119. ""' "'"-' 
<lcoooaih<'d >s <riO>r<.tum S« 1b.• Pfxlogm•<{J<Am IA:k~<{-~111. n •. 11'1/1>. o:d 
Ar1hur"-·humhrtN(lun<l<>n-MllcMll•nclllulth<-...,_llll:l6li,S,ond'~dl<"'ll"l:llc<:ord 



ml~fortune of having ro de:l) with Thoma.~ V."\:bbe and his adlwr­
emswhenrhcir«cemric:tctl\·iriesC;JUSC:."<<:I s:.irmrheWiltshire 
c01.1nrry~ide. N. a C()flSo_·quence, Stokes and his felk:w. judges be­
c:ml<: \he \;J.f'gt.-1: of virriolic ,-crbal and prinlcd auacl<~ by \liCbbe, 
who accu5Cd 1hem of pani;~lity, prejt:dice. :u1d, most the~trica lly, 

of heing after his lik• The IH/t!ihire NtmlconM•tutc.s Stokes's reply 
to these charges. 

Wl1.:11 L\ rcnl<lrk.thlc :thuut Stokc~·~ author.hip iS th:u, although 
he <trives to cn.~•te for himself the lmagc of I he duL'olian magis­
tr.ut-: he <.".mdidly admit5 tl~;n he had once lx:.:n a clo:oie friend of 
~dlhe.' Elolh men ,,h:tred a pronounced aH.·n.lon against legalism, 
believing instcad that true rdigion must C'Oilk' from "'thin "\l 
!.tolccs ronfcsscth that he hath been ~ddicted to laughi~ and tttr· 
ing m fa\~ and form;~ll won;hippcrs, bolh l'api<>ts a rld mmmon 
PIOics:.ants. who make ignorance the IJl(){hcr of dcnxion, and 
worship an unknown God."" But it SL't.'~ that Webbc's lbn!crism 
bc<·:tme too clllro'-"~8anr for ~wkes. A~t:ording to his own ronfc>­
sion. he could n01 ·run "''h" Webbc "imo the !l.'lnloC exccs.se of 
!Uo(" (-4). As a result, !heir ~mbiguou' rcbnon.'<hip dcterior~led. 
~chl>e- from time to time cho>oe to evoke it when doin~ "'.'CCmed 
to <erve h;,., ends. ·swect Sir" he felt entitlcd 10 "'nte to Slok~ in 
August 1650, "I pmfcssc to )'OI.t unfaioo.:xlly from my hc-.tn, that 
<exceedingly l love )OU and tcndc·r you .... Oh how glad would my 
hean he to s.::c r01•' ~hil<: you were at London, r lon!l'-'<1 for y01.1r 
n:>mtng honk' I:JeC~u>e 10 you r •••oold unbosome my >elf. bl.n I 
'""s cast ofT hr rou to my great grief and sorrow· (80) ~tokcs 

him-..:lf admits that "if Mr ~okes h;ld 001 b..'Cn a Jo,cr oi ~ood 
work~. and the paNOn an cncmr there to, both panncr.; had con­
llnut.·d lovers :•nd friend~ 10 this d<•y" (H<j)_ N. it w:•s. he reveals 
him..elf a rch.ICI;~nt dlrOflicl~·r of his eNwhile friend's downfall' "[ 

olflo.<:!l"-"""1'"' >11.<.-d ••ll'ROI 11'"11 zr !~ P•prt<l. <l<-'<-.ln/1" N<,.'t."mbrr 
t6119,.d"';nQOS2?-.1' 

)C"kc•, lf'lltlbin•R<I!I/Ol,M. ~l<»tl>i"om.•ly, Wel>l><•d•Lme.:l Lh>l'><<>l<<'> h;d 

~':; ,::;'"'~~::~.~~: .UOO tn lu•e aiC uk~n '""or Ill<' ... y· 1661 

·~d~~e tn<.-.1 10 n_-rrund him ul'tln•okl tno.•ndshop ln)>nu>ry. t65Q_- ·•oJ . ..-> 
hunNyln<J'\,.<in~)'OOk>. •C!I'urnM""h"'~"-.."'"Y<"-''"""'lricnd,>nd..Ulll., 

~,,._yourf•ilhl'uDfricnd>nd..,..-..n,,lboll'ehOC'('><ok'-"'lr''lbbiTl' 

''><<,..,l'>,\fll/,lbi~>?Rtm/611 



was for« to the work whi~·h l n~(·r .I'OU!(ht after. nor do nol de­
light In: yt.1 what I ha•·edon(', [ ha\e doni.' ot publiqudy ~nd truly. 
that tn.nh n1:1y 1,., manif('St, and f"l-shood di<coven._"tl, th~r the right· 
I"'US \>,'aoc:-s and [M:'OJ>I<' of GO<l may be ju51 ified, and the wicked 
w-.~ie; and works of unE-oodJY men rruy ~ dt<stroyed" um 

What :on urn:lerstawmcnt 11Je IJ<'rflsblr.: J«/Wis a highly amu.r 
ing, somctomcs .,.,-en comi<;, 'nrtOli<."31ly SJTC'.tSiiC narrative corrobo­
r .. tc<! by pcrr.onal kue,-.. and depositions before doe justices. pain."" 
takUl)!ly nch in detaiL I! sh<>WS what happens when the poM of 
parish rcrtor is filled b)· a pk-.ISllf\'-loving in<lividual who does not 
believeintheparnphemaliaoforganl7.cdreliglon.hlotwhoinsk:~d 

hopo.-,; "to live :;o long that there should he no such thing as a 
l'arson.;~~o~e or Minister in England" (S6). A Rclnter paruh paflj()(l ;, a 
contrndktion tn terms. and Thomas \\ehl>e embodied tlt is comm 
diction. Much of the narrntin:--und cornk~ension in Tbe \f"Ut 
shin.• J«<nl stcnts from a c;~refu t JllXlllpnsitton uf the two idcmitic~ 
lt is this preposterous combm<ttion, \t'ebhc.•'s eJI'isiCncc as a "'Ram­
in!! P:trson" (20. SH). which constitutes lili villainr. lt sct.S him :IJ'"Ir1 

from a mef\' hhcnine, and turns htm onto the "non-such !'arson" (9, 
'j7)EdwardStokessaw in lum. 

lt LS believed that \\"cbbc oriHina llr c-Jonc from llromham 
near Devize,s. Y.herc lbom:l.s, son of\l'ilh:tm \l:Cbb of :-lc:thcn;\R't.1 

~nd his wife C<.lith, W"JS horn on 16 C:X1ober 162';. '" In <t vUlaHt' 

• "'-"' c ,_ 'll"oo~r. Cl'll'} 1 .. - n-. ...... , 11"<."1~,.. m A Bl<'l(m(>lotnd Ulctf"'"":r <{ 
ll"ltS/)IIt~<lk"lsf>otb.>Set.c?tlt.,.!lbCtWII•r.nl RM.Iwtll (;,..,,., ..... OORobo:n 

blle<!llnJihoon..........,.~ Hal\""'rt"""-'. 19f<-\)3?f'.l'lntoa~t'f<11«1"' ffDIJ/1; 
arxl WRO ~l8i.1, llrumh•m f"ru.l\ r~gist~rs Web!><:. Wd~> •rxl ll"dt ~n •PI'"''' •• 
o.hlf<-n:ni'I)CUmj~>of'lloooru>ll"<"~tl•"•"--'mr ··\\L-t>l>e"lu>I•'O)<IIelhen"-'e"-.,d 
''""'""' th•nk.• I<> '>loi<c.,, l>1J1 ~··en!>., 11-'"" """"' '~"'""'~~-' lAw I<> !he >e>"' 
Nt\l/l:dlhl-inlt>rm>t~"'l'"'"""'"-dind"'~'-'"-"'"11-'-"<'f'>>llllth<-ol~<....-,tzt:ol 
o!><: ~~1<-n<k<l ll'.:hl>< lanl~y ol Un~nham, il ~Jiln<.>SI kmpo"...l>lo.·tonuke •n1· <1<-.u 
JUienrnL,.tx ... ~·><Mrn<'<klr~N<1.!V'lllllllTh<l•,J!1c•o<I<•Jr<loiTcn.·nr 
Wdl utnll"clJbe<•pt"'""fJther<uftupltzl'<llnfan<<ln!l"'l6ZO..allll16_~ 

lbt:o'eiD>)e>-enh;o\.,.been(\\OI<.>Upk'u!k-.J,;·,th.Hn•rxJF.dnh.l!.J•>Ukll>< 
nntc-.J,ho"''''er.thatthc/lDIINcn!ryl<d"'onl)'""'"'e"'me'rtl""''""llmonh:lm 
c-onnt.'"''""' v;n.Jh<-.,·•lrtd"-'<<lnM>f)OneR<""'<"_>_I'r<n"'-ant'-<""-'oni"nm1y' 
In 11!.>11<./<llit<C...otll/)'/1/slvr)'c(V:tilJJ/In!.l.C-d.Ril l'ujlha.-.JUi> .. l>ethCt\J.uU 
llon.Jon0donlt'l',l956199--11~.•llllf•ll•1<>"'•"'et!ut~""'"r","'';'n 
al>O<H """ n.on_., ~~hbc' lkoc:e, he l'>nlu..-, ·n,~,... 'lll'<i>be uf Llngl.-y 
llurtdl"nhamucb}'OIII>g<'rnontonfurm,.•ndd..-.JWoftl~t:''"'"'"'"'"'·"h" 
""-'bom.oo il<>"OCintl"'l"'"''hdllmmlumln t6~L forlh<-\l'""'"''f.nndy 
••-de.r,,_.,,-.....,..._.,.-.ro.-,.l"'""-'"""·P•nV" /lo>tW~A<II•'ITI><''(nou.-..JJ.y 



dominated hy the duch indu':<lry, William may ha•e farmed 
'lc.."'herscn:<."' Farm. the only suhstanti:II fann in the area at cite time." 
The W'tt>be famil}· w:~s cenainly well-o~ablished in eh.: villa~e- A 
Thomas 'iX'cbbc scrv<..-d as church"'-arden in 1620 and 1621-po51>i­
bly Thom.1ss uncle of Nt.'lhcr~U'<=<-'1. who died in 162·1. :ond after 
whom rounJ~1homas S\:cms to lta•c bct.·n namo .. -xl-'' In 16')() ~nd 
1651, wl~n \Ji'dllx: c..'OUnt.-d di.sasccr at L.:mglcy Burrcll. a William 
\\'ebb of 1\cthcr,tre<.:t ";J.S ~juror at Bromham, alongside two 01hcr 
\Ji'cbb .... " Thomas's c..'Ousm Nathanicl would re"d th<:ology at Ox­
ford,and,aftcr:tstimasrectorofthcWiltshirc!>:trishofYatcsbury, 
would OJX:tl a school at hili natiw Ncthcrsuc._'l, to die a much­
lm·c..-clfigurcthcrcmi67K.'' 

31lob) Ill"") Ft•eW'.o<bfromlhiO)UIIl8l'r'Il'lom2>1l\1•>etm.uw5<npl<hilry. 
"'-"':ol">Ourle>'>!.Onluttl,)<MpbAlktNtHbtinnp</ooluoudnd1!......-_JI,llt-# 
of·Biotc•fl<m~·/66.J(I..on<bLJadunn,ll';oi!Oni.>ndHudoJ•r.l1!4t>lb 

:l1!,;W,I.Mnot«lt>ehw.Thomu~of~·llun'dl"••lll"'hr.,\l"lln 

t.r-><ion.•ndho•f•thn1ov.,don lflOI.Inn;nthr""rl)·t6~}..("-"'no••l~l.l,..di<~ 

hu""'CJ.hJI~f.unoltl!ltho.ll'MICountryThu•."hlk-tho:Dn)l'lm,.m~~,ion 
t•nnotl~<: 1...-...~-o~nd "-"""''"'lll'ln81rorn • mi>undcr'll:.>nd~. ~it not •fln-
11'-~ht-rlmpl•u,u~~ 

"l •m i!l<ld>led 10 1\mnl< "''"'""l of Hrornh:om h>< onlorm.otht '"' '\c~l>t:,....,._ 
~·:orn• 

"WRO ~I\I.-'3(Uroml,nll)>.rl<J• r~~i<ter<). For'Thom."Wd>i>'>W•II, d:ott~l tl M>}' 

16l<. '"'"'-..~ rx ... ~."~"" 16~1- ,,_.,_. ~:F;Ro. An:h~~u,. ""''l' 
' ''-'" W~O At 110. Gn·•• Ro~l, o,f tt>e W.IL<Jtirr Qu•ner ''-'"'"'"'· f•"'-" 16~1 

lhc""f"-" <.11<-..l a> W~O AI IJO EIMI. c1cJ rUI Pl\Rc1um t>f tl~t: I.JI>t:MI<-;, uf 
llnomh;.un•ndl!t"'.Xt 

'ollchl~t:, f.otho:r h'<-..1 tn C..nJnn al tl~t: """'(...._.., ""*'"- liJirJ.blrce&mll~l 

"'•th>mdll'ri>l'o!-..,.mrdF~hrth.thoeide'itdaU)Ihlndlltnmlum•_,.,.H""" 

ll'ehh Merh""""•""'''""'nt'-""'>uty,ht-""""'"'-".l'"P«'.,_-h•tColnr•n.l 
othcTpU<.>.-;,tntho:O>•JlP<-nh.om•n.•• Jk•ndThom:i>Run).lht-..,...,'ledmiN."c-r 
dM"-"'"'·""-'I~Ni<-..l•Pn.,..JI)·t<"TW>a>n>-.n<xlrinCah-.:."'ho.htn t669•lll1< 
edly •ur.,'ICII> <.'>nJ("'ll'"""'',f l00--4(l)people . .,._~'oX ill~;~ m A lli:d>l>, /Jn•~obdm. 
llfi<Slv•p{" lf'l/1>/o/N'I'm-Ut>(po-lv:ltdypr\ni.~'<J. 1'1Bl lil·1\. •nd !Ho. en,..-to_l' 
JndJ-'"""""'nun_ ·c:.ot,.,.,,- on 7bo! llci<>O'WC..omtj•I/UJ<>ry<{lf'lll>ht.-., t~_. (;.(,., 
llundn.~l, <~i AJ f1Mdk-r •rod D.A Cm,.[o,y (ll'u<><.U>ri<~ ·"-offolk fl<>)'tlt-11 & 

ll"'werfo:o-tho:ln;<k\Oc<>flll"ori<':ollltw;e-Jf(h,lOOlll()'} N>th•n\<'1\'l:'d~>c'•hm,._, 

"'·»re!li"•'"-'li•s•l"re<.ll)t~n•!\mc•CJo"Ahnu.o;einju"" 16n Se-e WlltSt>I>VDI•· 
"-~"'""' ll,~·h>W IIU"><'fi•<tofl<<lli!S Will R<gW•WiU>U, 1689-II:IS~. ,..,(_ J 11 Clwt­
dlcr(Oo.'\'W."\('Utsh""Ro,_"U\l'<><:l<1y.l\III~)P3W2).llc"'">ho.'l1l'l.l•tllrumh;un 

nnl~,.,..p<rmlk'r16711 .... ..,(.<JhmoJIIH1st!d,&t•os"ll"1'1<"'<{t•lm"'"'Ct'k"''Y' 
.1<cormloftb<o.lloi!W...-..<uu/~f)I.'C'tn/mu/I<hr<:.-d,/66t!-166.(etlA.G 

M.utM\Oo•IOl<k>rdOI.....-.Jo<>P...._..l?}t)~l6. 



Such re5pectabiliry, hcmc•·er. w:a~ not foe young 11tonl.1S. By 
\64.Jwefindhimin London. Inaprivatehous.;, inCoventG;trdcn 
h.: pn.":lChed that "God lo•·ed the Creatures that crept upon the 
~round as well as the best S.1int. and he knew no differenct: be­
tween his Flesh and the ~lcsh of a Toad .... That the Soul dicJ with 
the lxxly, and alllltingsshould ha•·e3n Fnd."and,lll051 biJspht.~ 
mou~ly of all. "That we did look for great Mancrs from One <·ntci­
fted at Jerusalem Sixlt.~nllundred Years ago, hut that would do us 
no C..:>Od. h mu~t bc :• Christ fontl<:{\ in us, in th.: Deity unt!t.'<l to 
our Hurn:mity." Thanks to th~:> sermon. Wdlbc <1uickly attrJdcd 
the ancntion of the A.~scmhly uf Dtvines and the House of Lord,., 

llewJsputmgaolon !3~0\embcr, but ~lea.'Cdaftcrafull rec-Jn­
tation on 2 Dt.'!:emb•~r." N(l(\><ithstandinjo! th<' latt<'r. he ('(mtinucd to 
preach--or, as~ baffi<'d Thom;ts t:dv.·:mh put lt in tlw first pa11 of 
Gu .. ,wrw .. a---10 vent "m.1ny of hi.s .)lr..~ngc opinions· in London, 
F~x.SuffulkandKent.•• 

'!he cml)' acrounL~of Wcbbe·~ Cilre<'r make Ck':lr that he.,.,~ 
~ ·wandering sw.rrc·•· of th.: ;unorphous Antinornian movcnwnt 
Stokes's hostile dt'Sefiption of 'll>ebbc as "the ll'IOI<I nOlnrious Clum 
pion" of"thc R;ullini!Crew"'(7, 13, 3) may seem odd in the al~me 
of any chrolOMiC311 writint!s on \\~ehhe's pan. There is no doubt, 
however, that \'('ebbe was a~sudatt.-d wtth tlll: more "ell·known 
lbnwr; hke Abt.:zer i.oppe, and cspt:cially jo.eph S.:.hnon. A lctter 
from Salmon tn \\'chtx-_ datt.-d April 16'i0. rcn"JI~ ck~ Ill><~ bc­
tw~-..,n the two men·~ families. Sahnmt ,tddrc·,,;cd \'('cbbt: in t>Vertly 
('fOlic teriTI5 as "M} own hc:tn bloud, front whom 1 dtily rt.'CCi\C 
life ;md lx-ing• ,tod 11tc \Xchh uf my own <pinning. .\ly dear 
thou art en me as a 1t3.rmcnt of J\t'C'dkworl< I we-ar thee as my 
rhoi<'cst Robes of Roy:~lty ." " 

This, then, \vas the rnan who, at barely twenty-two. arriYcd 
:11 !.:mglcyl3urrell. OriginallyaS<Choohcathcr ... helud.inhisown 

'TW}<IUrtr"IH>{Ib<olluu>l.'o{l•"'ls, 157S~I7UI1.<wl<k"', t~H0-17Ml),,71 
"n .. ..,..., w .... ru •. G<t~""""' t\1>11'>, '"""mile,.,....... .-.fthe nN nht~"' ""11' 
rully tM•biL>IM:d 10thttt "~'u'"'""· Ul1rr TIK· ~"''· 197'1 1 ~1. ~~ (h~"'•ftcrcitc-d 
•• w,.-,1\1>, Ci<l"<<,....~"" Wd>loe "'pllnlt<> t-d ... nk in .lfrtJuanl> ""'' .,.,.u,.,. 
d.or('llK.>rru._"""ltM>yt(ri61 
1'Stolu:•,tnli>blroR<Jlllf.pt>iktoiheR<-••In 
~~lfl/UbtrrRa•ulj 

"P.dw.,<ls, <i<"W'll<'IIU~~. to the """uner'~ 16\~. lli'<'!~"' ,.,.,.,.,'(). >Ur ;n 'llll•l<l 
In 1\mi lie ·c•"'<' thdher ~· lc•c-b X hoot: but"""'........_'<! up p,..•dnn~ f<>r the• 



words. ·no Onkr from ~ny Authority to pos.o;c""-' him<elf of the 
llcacnyorPar~geofl~mglry .. btll .. di<loffici:ltt'therebytht.' 
COrl.St.'ntandapprobationofsom.:oftheParishioner:s""'lndcr-cl, it 
was the p:uron;~ge of the lord and b<.ly of the manor, Henry an<.l 
MJry White. "hi<;h g:.int.-cl \X'ebbc his n>Untl)' parsonage 3ftcr the 
inrumbcnt of ten rcar:s' standmg, Henry "'lorborne, had bt.'<'n "'!· 

que<.tercd for ddinqu~·m·y in 1617." 
The Whiles came from a most imercsting haek~roun<l '111cir 

5IOW and nmres~:cd me 10 RCJ11l)" r:tnk and the1r conrn:ction wuh 
l.:mgley Burrcll onlydatt.'<llxKk to the late SIXIttnthccntury. when 
Henry's ~m<.lf:nhcr, also c~llcd Henry. had bought the manor from 
the Read family." f'riortohl• lxx:omlnglordofthe manorofl.:mglcy 

muw•n.lkruy'ymnnd'·"'~'""'""''ol~;""'......,'roru"""""'"''fljiU"'Ium'<'lf. 
•nd 1<ho Wll> t<t ,,.,1~~ his lro.~omhrncy '""'In duo )·c.r ~"hi'''' ov.n onumt of 
lhc\hkonc'[>i."w•·"inhb.ll•t~t""nl>/\•llm>'i/t~"d•:r(\ft4{,l[OfJ t"<><Sy""""b 
- Drtu.-.h Ubr;Jrr Mldlli<>n:~l Mlnu><'Iif'L' rlk-lnfu...-u~e<l"' BLA<ld M~ I ~~­
IQI l;I6.»LAdd \l.'j6"'92.kll .1~. Lloo.llc'i>nlibnryH-...-n--•fi..,.no«l••llodlMs:i 
\Judky jH, [,~, 19t. j7(t lf'l<l M>ll'-'', (A~"Q_Y II<Oiso.,/442 
• Sic>l<~•. lri/t:.bi"-'1/J""'IQ. 61 
"Ill. "dd \I.S ~~~~- fol~ 'ill,"') ~onk..-< Wwd lZJn"'-" tl>l~).- ~'"'' ll'ulllo'>" 
1/J~iJf'd Bf'l"fl U 1/J"r~/oft u{}<J>ft lfi ..... J ~Uffi"rtftiiJ u{/bt! <:lo-r:I\J·l}urlrrg lfJ<> 

Gr,.,l<lllrlx11Ml. 1/)-f.l-1660, I'd A.G l.t"ol.._..,'< ~0>.1.-.nl U.M>d<>n Pn"'-'. 196111 
_,7Kkntryforlknry"orht"""l '<Xlx><ne," ltoh•ik-<lfrronC..IO<•,h<l<ib<.'<:<l 
1\c.vyll"h~~·•btucho.~-in-Lo"~~h>,m.om...ll"u'tlenry·•yowljl<'l'-erlldu"" 

,,.,~July163fi.">I..,<L.-don )(oJ,.,..16ol1•nd""-'ho.""-"'-'"'"' ....,..,.,dmnioon 
lt J.....,, ""11<.-n.- • <"Unoo.r:sl)" do._~_.-,.d monumo.•ro.:d ;n.;..np<xon >till <-...mmo...,r•<"' 
herhk -..._.., II'RO Hff' . .-1 1\.on~ley llurrdll'lri<h Rc11'"'"'· 160"·17(1l). For' 
1•~\o~ll.~" ut 1he Nnrlx>me f;amily. "''' llry:.nl G U<l)'hff~. Fam//)' <{ 1/it)'IJffi• lft 
(;t,.MOtnlo'>-Sb<n•mr.l ww.br,..lrubl.>hc-.J hytho..' ;au~Klf. 19'H.lnd "'" «l.. 19')91 
.1111-t" ">rhome"H•plu.-.h<l,.hu•l">ho..'kllh<!1k"'d'o.l::>IY;al<-.IIW}-"Ioch 

he "''~old e>ml"-'IIY le....- 10 "~'"""" ~ uf lk<>rnlum. 
Q "'-" 1\110 11~'12~> •. IS Fli;wlo.1h The fir<;tll~nry \"1'\tjo~ lX>U~ln tht• llUno.- fmm 
ld"·.rtllh:•<k<~Ow.IJOry.jl<m.fnrUj()(lln1601ho..'•l"'"""'""""-''l"'nuno.­
nfGr!oll<~on. "hk-hl\.'JJiair>rdlnoho..'~>1loldc~·md•,..•olll"'f•mil) unul 
1~211 <;,_-,,JP, P.,.b>n. lb<- U.U<.A} a{l/w Pumb afC,rUIINott Ill tbeC""""ftl)"«{ 
11"'1/t.<bl"'(lnndon- Jll. N"'l>nl' & "'"'· 1~1.\l In 16U fknry·• fuur "~''· flenry ul 
Wnjll<•yl\com.-11, Fror>ns.--.rGfoy·, lnn>nd t•n)llc-y,»m<><:'l.--.rt~>Ulo;h(il, ond\\'•ltt:r 

~.::~~~ .... ~:(~=~ .. ~~~';..;.:~:~-~:.:::: .. ':~ 
inrh<>Coun!y nfll"ihshein: In ...-p1 16B." tlno)th Frmc,_,.,...,,.., ..-~, <u[,.... 

, 1,,..nrl~ <'n»"-"'-' out in tl"' n<o~tn'l """"'''"~"- s.-.- The nmmlw of U:Htsbln•, 
lli . .Hc-dLY:'\IJ"IuU{l.onrlon·G<•!Qil·lkllll~.IIUU](f_j(ll";aht•rll"hilel 
•nd I'A.C:>rrin!IIOO. '"']"l.., 1~<-nld. \-._...._.,.,,..,ol-colbh...,, ~nd p,_.u'l!....-.of'll""~l' 
F•""'"--..•!fl111bt,..;trrlx""""-l<a/mu/.\<tflltttlllwun·.So<-~-.II<W<!ZJowllrAI/) 



Hurrdl, the ftrSI Henry h.ad hccn ~ clothk'T at Slaughterford in the 
By Hrook ~ll~'- Slaughtcrford, todly an out &;mdin,~:ly !x-~utiful. 

seduded h~mlct of 3pproxinwtely thin)-fke snuls, has nude it 
imo the ~nn~ls of f..nghsh S<:p;trotlsm thanh to tt' cJrly-."l-'Ventccnth­
ccnturycur~te. Titom;~sWhitc 

lntril(\lmgly, Thomas 'X"hit{'', father wa' "reputed to haw: 
>kill inthchl~ck Jfl ____ 'l rnis..c my J)'me ifc,crthis mysonnT'>l' 
do proue a !(OOd man·: old ~lr 'Mute allegedly said ofTitortt.1,,u 
who in around \603. at the a~coftwcnty-fl\'c,lcft the.• ·amKhri.stiJn" 
Anghc·"n church tO prc:ll'h only in pri\ottc houses. He founded a 
cnrwcntidc of his own. convcrtc<.l his ,uccc"-"or in the mini.Siry, 
'lbonJas POYo·ell.and~nracrt-dfollowe!'l>frontthcsurroundingl·il­
t!gcs ,,uch J.> Emon and Ca.>~le Combc. When Oil{' of the Jolmson 
brotltcfl> Gime m"r to Enj.lbnd fmm Amstenbm. he prcadlt'd at 
shwghtt·rford at the hou~ of11tomas Cullimol\:. While there i.~ no 
cy;d.,ncc that H<ml)' and Thom:u \\"hit<' wcrc rdatL-d, 1'hom:l• 
Cullimorc was Hcnry White's son-in-law throuJ.:h hi~ nJarrUge to 
Henry"s <.bugltter Ann. who ~lso ancnded the oom-entide. 'lltoma~ 
White and Thomas Powdl fa<:l-d mnsidcrJble oppo..<ition from the 
Sl.llrnundingcle'l!)'.SI:iugtuerfordiX"t::tmcthe,;oxneof,._-.-cralthco­
]Ojjiatl dt.<pla:u ions. it"'-;~~ po.:rh~ps the threat of persecution m the 
hands of their er.;twhile oollc-~gucs which pcn.uJdcd the two rno:n 
tO lca,·e for 1\mstcn:bm, wh<:rt' \1:_-hite 5lJyc<.l Jl Fr~ncis Johnson'< 
house for -.ome llll~. Eventually, howe\'Cr. \\:llite and l'owell 
found~ their own sm:tll <'O!t)lrcg~tion in Anb-Wn:l1rn. o.>tett.<ibly to 
diSfancethelll5('[v.,sfromthcJllegt:Jiy...::andalousancicnt<:hurt·h 
In 1605, White publishtxl hi' only known work. 11 VlscQI.'<'ry cif 
IJrmnrimu•. wltidt was diredt.'<l again.>! Johnson's t.'Otl&fl'g_1tion. it 
1('(-"!lk.-dwith storie~ of adultery. furnk~lion_ im-est and homosexu~l 
practice. Johnson ull$utces.~full)· <ut.'<l White for slander. By the 
time his mu<:h--quOl~ 1hr /nquinc wrrl An.W'<'r ofT IH>Jie Ills 
LXscon·rie ofHrownismt• appeared in 1606. 1l1onus \\:ll~e. who 
had ono: lx:en a candi<.bte for the post of pJ>tor of the n .. -dgling 
Engil<h Reformed Church in Ar1Nen:ilm. IJad rc'!Urfk.-d tot he Chun;h 

~6(tA~~)_- l~ll!c-nry. Fr.o.-..,.".J """""'l'«llll<"l Ftlf tho;-CuU;,.,...,,...,.,...,Ril 
'«lule''i"di,Pit.O, ~"i>ll .102,fol. 1jl 
" Fr.ottc-l• )otu<,nn, All I>U(/1/rl<! U>l<l .~tuu...- </1b<mJrn lrb<l<' HI.> Dfk"'''"- <{ 
Hrt>or.,ISmel~lGo6l~t 



of l::n~bnd. and accc[llcd a benef~ in London. He seem; to have 
dit-dhcforc1612." 

l dcsin' God 10 kt.,p all po...ooplc from .such a ConJercgation. 
whell' AdullcrK.-"5, CouS('nage<, anc.l Theft are in .such ~bund:mcc .. 
I srcak nul of whores, and 01lu•r flhhlncss. 100 10o h;•d." Thom;~s 
White had ro~ ... ...t ag;Jinst 1he English oongrcgauon at Am.'llcrdJm." 
ORCwondef'l,lhen. wlul hcwouldlkln: madt:ofHcnryWh•tc. i\1 
l.angk-yHurrdlallllOSififtyyc~T»latcr.thclattcrct:mcntedhisf;muly's 

radkal cunneaions by o.:crc~ing his power in bvour of the so.."t.'m­
ingly angdk llx>rnlls Webbc. The COmm•ttcc for Plundered Mmis­
tcrs and the county oomm•n ... -c of Wilt~hire h:•d appoim ... -d the O:w:­
ford gr:~duatcjohn Manyn to flllthe ~Jcancy cn."Jtcd by 1\'orbomc'.s 
cjcaioo. M3nyn, howl-.."CT,Ik!d the m.sfonunc ('lflx-illM tknicd entry 

"Sn:'>bf[Of'l<'ll«•e...·rn••·'u"' "-""-"'tf'"""t): 111<'1/ouorJ<f'WTJI>hlr,•,.--d 
R.ll. l'ul(h a..U l·li1~bt.~ll CniUU (!.<""~"'-• 0-'f<>rd l"l'. l~l ~ ,[ ()(); WIIOAI· 110, 
E.SI<:t 160-1.1<~ I<ISrllum""'oon"fJuhnll.uforcull.olnn,w.,;•·...-1,\l'ltOAI 
110. F..>'-<Cr 160-l.ld. llllvlf~uooul~mwn H<,...u(suu~crfonl,fulk...-. 
• M.r'h 160.\/0•H, !loth ,.,unm .. uV..-..1 In HlS"irl'-"l.ll"""'''rif'" C<»rmu:nl<m. 1/e-­
{i<AfOtJMuiiUSI;rt{JUIII l<lrltiu<C.i/4Ukm<(!<Jill[on ~nnlc'<lfo< IIL;\l.je"'f• 
\ol<llio:n:ryoff.:o:. 1')01) l~t>.II.R. Wholr.. TbetfWIISbScp:<ruJIUTrndu-10~ 
fonl0rlordll'.l971ll0b-7,Ali<."(h"'C..ru:r,TbeE.fWIIWR<-jvr""-JCbl!r<bl" 
Amslt-rdilm 111 '"'' s,.,.,,uo.wub Ct>trwry """"~""'"'' ~h~ l teu .. 111 llolkc~n. r-.v. 
l964)22.Fr.mcl•)<~u\son,.l.,hl<fl<ln.·"r"IA"-"'....-</'.,_..IIDUe/IUL>il«>><'l'f<­

</' n,.,.mtrnor '"""""'bm, 16061. fphr:>im ~•~~-"'· l~f«<mpbl. U.a Dt'Krlp-­
ll<mo{tb<!I!<'Tf'lld«um/Sc..k<rlo!J.fpn-"18'1>"<11>eu>f""'"11">e$.W>t<l.U•"' 
<lon,J(!6l!"'l-761nh""'ll.<l>1ni.IUSepl<1nl._,.\60l_..nd[XO'<"ttiM,IIcnry 
'lnlll~fl"l><kl"-~''""'''''"'""'"'"'bmily--l.-.:ludultthl<ftH:U.lhmon.-w>nd­
clukJn:n.---.-->""U"'"'.'C."'""'I""-'-""•<I<l•lltJll><:v.-hutdot.-.nocm<:nt~Jn> 
n:lolli>'<" Ullk-d ll~>nl: ... ~~- WIIO, l'n~' !Jil()';, fob. 110>·-ltlv ("Ill of H"ll')-' 
10111~ ol LmsJ<"y llundl. dotJU,) Ap.on hum Ann, 111.'1)ry·• dluFt(~c~ K>tlw-nnc 

;o~oo.,_,mL'<I~U"'CUIJ'rnnn:f•rnd)."'-""IOI.IllrforAnn,""'>boV>ROAI 

ltO,I!.o>te<IGI:I-I,ft~.l~' 

"Q-J<~<~I by l'•~on. lftn~i'«'"f>hl' 7~ John.""' ,·l>utll.."t! th.at " .. a< Whn~·, •nd 
pq,.dl'•lhirc ~•1""'--n- """' h lrtllh<.., to hull! the• '"'·n <hutt.h T1l<: pcN!Nl 
"'""'l ol \n•n• <" .t<: Mn•-<•. • youn)l '"'"""""' "hom he hW <111'""'-l in Am""""-' m 
iil "~"'' ' 16:1-1, <liJ rn. 11<-lp his c~hl>dit r·. R<lli< w-.s •n..-xconl!nunk:.o,~l ex 
,m),,_.,u(John."-"'·•'-""",'tn:g;obon""'"""Ul"'"--d.te<lher!idfl:>y>p"~• 

rwro;lUf'tiL>.t>nt~horm<1111>o.'loillw-<'-"W"''o'l•>n,th"'<'l~udley.IU<I•n""-..,.,,.. 

""'-'"-·l•lO>n«hq>"ahhiS"dc~dlu~th\c..-.Jol,""""hirm<.-lfl,.tll"ln>C-'k;n)llyn"'-'-" 
thc: 11"'-';P h;lck ~> Ro:«', "I"> h.1d lud to """nil I<> llt.'r he poblid)' hekw-c d,. 
tna)ll.'\lr.ll<"'-"-'-"}"h"'"''-,."'"<fW"'-'"ndAIISll....-l').W Futtllt.'nno,..,Mu>.,.,., 
lunk.-dd"''""-hadbt."""IU>fJ<-dt"dolabu.""J'If>lhc:"""'duld"'·hoh.>dlll""" 
plx?tlinh..-r,·ort:a..UR"'>"ay(74) 



!o what ~hould h~•-c- b...-.:n hi.~ (;hurch hy the Whi<cs, some 01her 

parishioners, and 1hom.>.~ \X.:bbe. Ha• mg evidcmly ,min:d he fore 
M..rtyn, \Xi:hbe had won the ht."::n,. of the nllager.; hy a promise 

nO! 10 take tithes."' "lbis youn)! stripling_· a di>.en(;h~ntnl Stokes 

muM:d fiveyc~r.; later, "h~ving forn)(·rly made hims.•lfa l'n:achcr. 

fOI'I':Ikmg h1s bwfull c-,Jilinl(, lx-conws ~ Parish l'riest m I'Jrson." 
one of those men who "take upon them the work of puhliquc 

• ~Wkt". 141/tsbln; R<1>1l ~~--~2. (>I \lofl)n·~ oni<K .. t<ich t•njou>fd him 10 t~kt­

..,ru.poo~""""-.W."--Iy,""'''.'<b!L'd tlju"" t641{ . ..,.,Bl.i\<ld M~ t'Xm.fn<< 
St<. "':l> ll "'dc:>r fruon "'*"-''' n>rntnt· dui ll't•hb.: "~' >lrr-a<ly >1 Loin~~<-) 
IJuffdlhytl"'tu,..,,\t;nyn•m•·nltht•lt' AJitlu:I.Oimo>gi)·OJor<u=!IW..~hL> 
nulr.lg<~""' hdtat'll.Uf, lll<:bl"' t"f1~J)nl he• l:oeocfi<c fnr f<~lt ~~·""' •nJ did !lOI. 

>rrl<'eln IM9ur \MO"'n""' mnckmt~.rt<>nOI'I Th<' 111/t>bi..,.Rtllll><'<:m 
to <l!!o<"'"'· ll>en.' L< ,.,..., intcm>l ~vkler\Ct! 1(1 >UI)p<><tlh.- lh<'ory ll'ri.,.. •nd 
'lt<>k.,..bothn:ferto•«•t..'<-tM..,nu<k•<\0 !'e!o:r-•daudtint647 \O<>k<hillcrly 
~·~~~>eo/not lutln~ <knt<"'l any ""'""'Y-o du'llt' "lu<h •••ookll<;ov<' 

rrudc l~tlr "''"" If ll'el~>e lud "'~ '""'" the ""-"knt in<-un~..-nl •• tl"' tuno= 
('<<)lu,s.lllllJbJrtRmll M,-::'6). M""""·o:r,'<ukes ">ITim>.•lh"'l"'h•tllh•Jm 
l\lmiliarily w~h 'l"t'bl> for fOur yn.-. Loc 1"'" t'fl<hl •nJ<dy t&ll" (67!. \1\'dJI>t, ,, 
.._..,.,.,haJ>Iot:n>tc-..lla•c""whU.,mmpaniunbyd"'""""""'ull(o.lll.l.._.,..., 
nu<lncO'rur,.,..<Mtht-yhadbemfr....-.d<fur•tle>St•r>u>e!imcl"'foretl><n A.< 

"'11-'r<loo~Lonyn, lloben.IU<Iutd<.lhr•gcd..-.lfr.td """""'"fT1oon<><ll:d:ol,.,., 
""'""Uruml11m,""'"'""'c.lhy•you"'l \lr_\l;l..,yn •~noJiym:on•ndtlilij!<--nc 

~"'""her" in 16'\Si~ (Pu!Jt~ !!«<ord Olfkc, ""'""~~~ tot<-..1 '·' I'RO, C: Wj, fol 
Y.).Ov.roco:rysw.-.-,,ofchlll"<hLI\Ofli!S,<l~IMIII}olmM•n)noft.>fljlley 

lluln'll(•ndpc"•ihlyDmmh••'l.)""'""'ldr.nlhemnf.-.J•"tl'lhrmMI-.._ ... .,. 
•••-'•"""'""'"'Y , . ...,, oi'U>mf"<"' Ov.'"""~')'11t" •nd fr\end nf the l'...,nKld<>ck 
fanuly l'urj<~UIMJnonotCnntplnnCh:nnhn! • .J)l"'·""'"RO~_I't(,lH_•ndWil: 
R.•'rfliHII,"R""'..-d>''ftll<ltt"ll!tiTtlht-WN._IohnPt:nrudllod.HuKit(;..,.,., 
-'ou<·to." 11}1.11 1~ l_lfllf"S>. 1_1-IS. ll:lnk; lhrlo-llf'l)'n-IX<•hl"' '"'"Y l<>d >pc'I.'Ut"uLor 
""""-~l'"'"''''·l'"·a•hynco,...._.....rni><>LMdt"-""~"''.''"""'dlt.lnolal"'l' 
11" omo<~hl)·, otlt.l 1hc '""'"."'ll l>"l''"'"t~ ... -C<.,IIIti<1<'<" f, .. Plun<Jc,rnl \hru-..u-r. 
...0.."<1all<"flt""li<'Oflfu."'"''"·,."-he•,...-•.'!>t~"'llytnkK•h"'"''''''"',...b'"ll"'· 
tron< tr .. lkiowt;~lly h.id 1[11: ~oft <>fihc h•·"'ll· T1tU<, Ahht'l'ltln In E_--x ,.,,.,..._.._.d ln 
oK1111l0111(1U-•d"f"JJCI>e!¥o<'CflthccOUTtl)'t'>oiiiHIIt'<'">fll.lnOntJtli<ptuU1tt:l-i<l 
lo.•l b.n>nn H\ ll>i~ !Dnd~"o; U.>dlq- 3H.IUI' ill, 11~1. Ali'..1'<1 (;""-"""'"'h u! 
11>1~. ·n""'"'' Url<l,.,o '''"'1''-""'d ""h ~.., .,,..11·, .-...... """- Tbom:u ~rr-•u 
~<:ho"f__:•ndonc~rrupu!l~lhel>llcn,..,,x-.ns.ThcComrmll<"l"'l'luntlm."<< 

Minbler<t-.~LI>UyortJ.ro-rnlbuthiDt"n"1<>forhc•ft'•llm.•ru-.·rulp.>""""•nd 

peW>nltc ln.ecl"'e' '~~"'"" C';><h ocho.'r in tll<' •·~=-- ctl <I'll: <f!lni..:~·· (UL Add 
w; 1S669, f"ts. ~l. 9-1, tO!). In 16-1~ John IX'<IjO[ll,thr '"'"IY oppocf)led«-'<l<~ of 
r.odoltlln-"'-~. up<Jn h"''"'"'llc••.-..1 "IJ),Ot tii<'Churc.h durr• "e k>el.l up 
•g.>nJSIIhe "'id Mr \\'fit<[llll< th;u 1>c <•U"-'fd')- kc:pt out oltl>c "'""'" tllnd M'o.~ 
llutllc:y_ll·tfc•.!"')l 



~hnllile~»andl'reachers,whenne\..,rSO;:ntofthelo«..,norallov.<:d 

or appnl'·<'<l of men, nor in any w:.~ giftt.-d or <[UJiifK."<.l for so 
glorious:~ \\'OI"Ic ·r 

The pceuliar cirrumslances of W'ehlx--~ adminaocc to the 
bcmcfoce rdlccwd the ronfu5ion the English chun-h found iL...,lf in 
in the 1640s and SOs. Four years L1t<'r and with the benefit of hind­
sight, they provided Stokes with a welcome opp:munity to dis­
mnce himoclf from Wehhe and to discredit his mini~ry ~~ a mther 
dr-JWn•t>lll stage play. This, indeed. is the solution he ~.:ems to 
off.,, to hb n:ad"rs regarding the cemr:tl mystery of how someone 
could he both a lt:mtt.-r and a parish parson. Wcbbe, he claimed, 
was not J true mmi:.lcr, but only •pretended" w he one-a rcvda· 
lion boldly puhlki7.o._"<.l <Ill the titl,; page ol 1be rnlbbln: Nanl. where 
W'cbhe L~ c-~llL-d the "!.ate pML'fldt_"ll Mmt.'<!er of Wnglc) lluriall." 
Throughout The Wiltshire Ra11/, Stoke~ ..._..:_, the Wilbhirc Ranters 
as at1~. Tite text is ime~ with referen<.:o to the -""K" and 
SIL'CJX'd in the langu:~~ of pn:tenc~ nore 00 ice at ~ lime when 
thC"~tn:s ""re officially frowned upon and C\Cntually cl0$al down 
\'\'d:JI:JC hinw;.-1(, Sfokcs claims. "could ad any pan on the devi~ 
SWRC-""' Initially. however, he ·cunc as an Angel of Ught inmth~ 
part.,,wtthagrcatfonnofgodlinc_sso:,,inshccpsckxuhifli!,wherc-by 
he g:~int.-d with ea...: the affections of nuny .. ,. As new things. so 
new m 'tr:mgc persons ~ffect much: So new broom.• sweep c!e,m. • 
And how cle,m. for hy the time Stokes's \rifl.,blre Nuut WJ~ pub­
lbhtxlln 1652, \X'dlOt: h~d turned into ~the 8Tt:ale~l monumclll ol 
<;Ctn(bll :md reproach as ewr appt:ar.-d in 1\onh \X'dt»hirc" en. 

What had happened? Suspend your dishellef \\'cla.>me to 

Thomu \\Chbc'~ l.angky Bum:ll 

1bomru \Ti.'b#x>atltmgll')'iJIII'TI'II 
\l'd>l>e ~rnn-d Jt l...mglC) llurrcll aluppily nunicd 1Tl3n, but his 
wif~tl• .'>l."'."Ond-<.hcd shortly after the couple lud settled down. 
[t .'iCt:m., to hJVc ho .. ..,n with her death that thin~ bc~an to take a 

'"''<•, lT<II.Ibrn' "'"'"· rpl-« 1~ to <tw Re>tkr 
•Sto~c•, lf'lll>hi,...RtmllQ Stol.c:. ""'~ lw.-c ll<:•:o rn•pir1:<.! I>~ ,,...;.ll:int..,.lr:JW; 
""-h~• 1b<>Romltnllmiiii<Jj(!6'50). "ltidtc<np/W,..to:dthc.-lb.-..c<1' k,.·eofO<'I 
Oljl.m!hi<•rotlmi>t-.JW.nc•mg.7btoii<W/<>rSII<mlll18inJ"'Il"-"Ul.rn:J>rotlocftl•n 
~lllniH"""II'"IO<'"'fiN~.whentho.•yht-)tanlulk.,UI'UnthcO...-.il• 

~-1.\J.--<Inal"<'''"'"'"'"'"''""""'-'to"-'• ... e<l(loC<l•lmc,.."uttlfur,._uU_ 



:u6 • 'lurD-""'""'' Rn1...-

mrnforthcnk>ll.""llncun•·cmional.\lldJh<.,Jn<lhi>.p;~troru:-.sM.try, 
a London gtrl whom the widow.,J Henry White haJ marri<_-d in 
1641.'" fd! pa'l.<ionatdy in 10\C wnh each 01hcr. 11ocy cmbarke<l 
upon ~n initi:!ll)· dandc.>~inc 3ffair Henry may ha\·c ~n lord of 
the rn.:mor since his father's death in 1642.'"' lord over -!hiny 
messua~-:c~. two do•·dtOI-IS.:s, thmy g:m.lcns. thirty orc-hard>."~,-. 
crJI fc•hpond~. ·one thous.:~nd acfi':'S of !.md, two hundr<.-d acres of 
mc;~<Jow. one !hOU""'-Ild acres of p.l5!urc, fifty acres of wood, Non 
hundr<."d acre~ offum: & hcatll" ar Langky Hurrell ~nd in the ad­
join in.'( p~rishc:' of li.ington ~~- Michad. Hardcnhuish and 
Chlppcnham." but in the White hou!oehold tl w':l' c!c:nly \1.11) 
who was "eMtng the hrc.::chc:s. \X'chl>e lL! one ltmt" "'id of her 
ih:u she had sent hero" n h11~lxmd Mr lknry \,l,l\itc t<l fetch him 
four nk>rning.~ in a "c.:k out of Ius bed. n( pl>l?f'SC 10 ly woth 
him"" By bte September 16';0, Henry hJd initia!L"d twenty b" 
Mllt,a.l(airu.l hi~•'-"if.:<lovcr."hutthishJppcn<.-ddurin~ot:<PCriodof 
prolonged and ht11cr <."SU':mgen>ent hctwcrn \X'o;:bhc and \l;ory, and 
thc caM:< "'--em to han- tx.-cn dmppo.-d upon thc coupk· s n:conrili· 
ation . On only one record<'<.! ncc~sion did Henry make an ulti· 
oruldy aboniH' 3ll<'mp! to cro"' lu., wtFc\ will: when a warr:m! of 
!he pc-JCC "-a~ scr.cd a~in~ot \Xchhc in :'110\cmbcr 16<;0. Henry ;tl 

first rcfuM:d !>bry"., f<'<]UeSI to <land surcoy for Wehbc, buo t'\cnlu· 
allr gave in. "\\'hon will nnl love do>" conunentcd Stnkcs on !h~~ 
rather bi7.~rre c:pi...:xlt' (l(i) 

• He"'} 'Ml11<' "'"' lnrn"' M>"·h 161.11'l (<f. \!;'MO. t48~ I. Ll~ ~U pon.JI 
ft"'l!..Ct'f, 161r'-I'"OII. tl<·m.>....,.;l ''-''ll'n:{()n.,.cnf'-~•lhl"'~""" tntht• ~"'""'ol 
lk-.1~'1>' !C.ru""-"' In 16.1S. •n<l \l.l.ry ll•l"'-"ollnntk>n lUll<' l"~"' 1~...,-,.,.. -g;·~o 
llllll'loiA ...... P>fln"l,in<l<·~tu!n.!fl,ll,o"'h l(>.l<.ondlOM.oy 16-!1 Atbu'"'Lit•J 

l'.lU.I>'--th'''"'l>af'II>'--.J""lfd"',.l'l 16-1~ HanJI~I"'--.J"' IM}I'IX'l«l llff'-11 
Fora P'-~h~n.-.--oltl1e 1l1HIC fanul}·. ,._.., llo/l>bo"' 1'bi1UIMII'tdi,Rn~'> 16.?3. trl/b 
Ad.lo/io>UIII\>I$1n""mu/Ar"'>0,{~-<:bl"'·ll>"''khlJ1rtfL\fl'i(;.<'1', C<i .\'um 

=~~-~~et~t"-i"dJI' IWnl~"" ll•olrim ...,._ . ..,t l•uhb<:•hOn.,, l<r.iO 21+--l~. •n<l 

•'lt<'lltl\l;'hilcth.-ekleJ"·"-'buno.-.Jon.DtJw>o:!f,..21'a'1tOl'\lf"ll 
'.;._.,, ohc ·~"-"""'-'"'- h<.""''-"-'" 11<-ruy 11>'holc •n<l)<~UI \Oo!Jnun. l'lJuno; !fo'>4. on 
~~~JM ll'ih. tu th.-li"'fl'""b""' •n Ultlentu"' <t 5 '"->rr<·ml.-r 1M2. rn \\'kO 

- .. ,,..._,._\11/nb/rr.·Rmrr}l 
"-.,w,, W'i/IJbu.- Rum -~• 



In sp1tc of his rcbtl<m~hip with M:uy, 'IX'cbbt: got n1<1rricd for 
a third time, to ":1 modc!tl -..:Jhcr young woman" from the vii!Jgc. 1' 

In \larch 16<;() the \1:eblx:~ 1110\'ed from the rectory ro the nearby 
mai'Kir hou~. Langley llou~ formed rll<' nucleus of the R.1ntcr 
communny in Wihshirc_ In 1650 ir was home to a vcrir~ble oom· 
1nune which tndudc:d the Whites, the 'IX'ciJbe.s, rhc y ... ·om:m Wil!iam 
lcwis and his wife Edith. Mary's maid t'Jir.abeth 8riscoe and quite 
~ibly \\-cbl>c'~ friend l·ranci.~ 1\;l)'liffe_· AcCO!ding ro the tulf­
~mu"'!d. h.1lf·gkdul Edw:trd ~oke~. 

T""-' ,."Ondo._..-fuU '"""' IIIo: k>"' nftht fdlovo 
,...,~,.,,.,... "'"''• union1l1<1'C ""'a""-"'811..-.., 
l"'f"<""·"><l<~lw>f<o/tllc_. .. ,.,.,k~ Urul<'d 
in b~uty, hvirl~ llr.kruro: nd- 11!\d~-..J irlproncl 

pk-. unlt<-..1 irl pr.,,._-~. unked irlatlllung.•l><.'l'OOl>­

~~clluw-cn:•IUtes>n<lk""'"oi(."<)IDOUnil)·(ll:ll 

'IX'et:>bc's pi'L'Cipil~lcd rhird marriage prov.._..J ~n i!t-judged ~nd 
Ul-st~rred one, though . Whil~! mn'l of the vilbgcrs were as yo::r 
obliviow; of what"""-' going on atl.anglcy House, young Mf!i \1:\j:lbc, 
doomed ro act the pan of the PuritJn killjo)· in thb plc::I5ure-1oving 
ll1ntt.,. household, grew 5uspicious and ·m.,nik~b much trouble~ 
fc~ring led SI htor husband 'I11011US \kbbe (nO(WitiL-.tanding hi5 St."Cm­
ing sant.1ity) would provco an undean Parson" (5). ~'cbbc . MJry 

~.,.,._~<. Wi/!>hi'1•fi,ull4 

K tl>~liffe lfl<i t,wl' lud b.c~n <I~· fiN R.ont~"' '''''"'"' h•d ~n<.<~< nl~"-.,j 111 the 
"""nl)': ''''' ..,.,...._ ... IOfi.SI!Jn•JI,m/23 n.._..,_, "'' oncl.l~-ndo.~! ti.o)·WI~ f;mlily in 
OI'I'J""'nlumlrllhc..._..,..,._,.,._..,. ... l- T1W')' ini<'IIII>m.-d••II.OC """'-""t­
.u><l~f•orulo.-.Ho..·"'"'·'bo:......tqxhjten•:•k>Kocol•ndh•"'>ne:ol......:lt·l..,­
UIIC o-Lios<b~nW.nt.-., ll>)·hff•·, f<m>Jl><(flmliffr" <ik'nt on • mod-..,-mlt'<'lllh 
<~"riiUI)' Fr.ln<.1.• A l lenl)' BJylllk. '" impov~ri-.1\<.~l<l.ot· lobuu,..,r.l..-~d"' Tylll<•non 
l.oca< In 164f! IIC•nd""'-'l>.oJ< IUllpe<~"""-'lllliC]liSiicnd.th~f"-"><'<',C'bomon)l 
lh:allll<-y-~urgu_-..lyP<'f""'.ulnlhy'nMThonw. ... ,>kc<oiM.u11•rn""l' 
Vcn:'-pd>.ohl) F.d,.•nh ·tull<'-nw.r .nd, io ..._.._-m>.'l"""'"loomt: f.:othc!1 ._ 
'l'IIO,AliW.T1648,Iul_.!Ofl((;n_·•tRulb<-Lih<-Qw.ncr,.._n>,Tnnnyt~ 

lle<\•>flercitt.-dlnth.:•lht••·l.o lo<ilu<mm<"'IOO<\o."(\ol•nl'). 1"<.-ll~t:Scoke.•fmllly, 
••:c'-<:hon~l\~lwnxo{}oJmSwk<'!f>,5f<• 'l1un:.o;Slok..'S,••-'•'•L-.c>,IIO<u<· 

rtOe>ll«ll<IKrl(>llvtU<(tnlubl,..-«nl'.dmon.tnfl<ulmJk.oj_l fOft«WWJllal/<ucrtp­
lf<)ftS tn /be C.Uu111)· cfllllt<>tr. h)· \.Jr n..-u l'bii'«'J, /Sz.l, t-d h1n '\h,._·rluck 
IT""'t.-itlgt!'lt"olllollirf'Rrt.>ttl....-><,...)·,lOOOI121pbqueturllKirii>>StokC"'<o( 
Tylllt-t!unl.u<':l<,""".) 



and thdr friends ~son~'(! to highly unu:>ualrn<.'!hods to silence her 
On a Sun<br morning. "hen \'iehhc was preaching in the church 
the rompaoy imited an01hcr R.~oter, ·a lusty young man· Mrs \'i'ebbt 
had foolishly and anlcs.ly moft:ssc:d tn be fond of. 10 the m.1rn1 

house am! ro.:r;uack:d him to seduce hl'r TI1ey then fct"hcd a .-.t:en•· 
inglr surpri.-.:d \'i'ebhe di~ly from the pulpll, in mrd·.scrmun. >< 
tospc.':lk. in order to allow him tOGltch Jus ~hocilcd wife in naRr:tnti 
Wehbc·~ rcal1ion w;lSOOC of <;:n>o:l jollit) • laughing. heromplimcnt~'d 
hiswrfeoflherttl..,.-fO\lndhheny: "\'i'dl __ isthis)·ourlibcn}·'\'i'ell 
done. wife, well done. pr.ty God hie-.~ )OU together· \X'ebiX', a 
bcwilden:d l'.dward ~oke<> lat~·r oll"o(.'f\.ed, had act~-d a.• ·a kin de of 
l':<ndcrtohisown wifc"(6, 7) 

More w-:.~ ~(.1\o come. l.rvm8, as he himwlf :~dmin<'<l. abm·e 
ordin:ma:s. Ocn~ing the s.t.CI'J.tll('!lt of marriage, which he saw as a 
merely •formall union" (421. and finnly holding ·That there'~ no 
I leaven but "'<>nlt!n, nor no hell ""'-c rll:lrriage (4), \'iebbc took a 
·man Mfc" (7). Tius v.~rs the lo•dy John Organ of nearby CaSlle 
Combe_" b~ ~:d ... -:~rd ~oke<> introduces hnn in alnxn;t su~pkiou~ly 
naucring terms :1s •a comely }'Ot.mg man ___ of an honeS! S10ck am! 
parentage" and •of a '\I.'Ctlling :;oi)Cr bchaviour. en:n ~S \'i'ehbe 
himself, of,.,.hom ~ S!r:lnger atnn01 but s;jy. or at lc;LS! think. thJt 
buucr would not melt in Ius mouth." Castle Combc had ~ lont~· 
Sl:mdingdiso.entingtraditiofl.butit.•mid·se'o<:nt~~th....-cnturym· 

curnbent, Roger Flower, n:~d ochcr men'~ works in the pulprt.r -.o 
it l5 perltaP" ~SO surpristng thatth~·I'OIIIl!,()ohn Organ sought 
~piritual fulfilment el~whcrc. At Langley Hurrcll, he found mudt 
more, for ht: ·was all wucd ~nd .\l:trri~-d to thi.' hot)• unOOly Jlari~h­
l'arS<Itl,Tho. Wehb."\\el>be.farfromnlt!relyhavingJsexualrcla· 
tron~hip with Organ, al-o "honoured" him "with the title of Wcbhs 

•'il<>l<~• ref~r< "' ~d-.t_>c·., '""'"""U'r 1>}- ]o,. lruli1L<, jO. onl}. k'>•Uil! in a to 
'll.''dol>r tum_..,kflo """"iOn "}·co.m~ OI);Jno(C..<tl~romt>e" in ~t><~h<-rron<c.,l'<"<' 
lf'tlnb/"'Ru'u\1) '>lokc.,hinL•.rh;,;OJ=totyonhefollmo.llljl<>h<<.-"-:>t•on -1\"d~• 

,, t>«<>me • w~" loA.,.<Ji'h"i<~ hut "h•--rh<--re•=l~e t>l•oed '"} helJ,..hlUI><' 
"ilh tu. Org:on '"'Church mu • ..-~ .. "not )'et di'<'(>\'<'<C'<.t nut thb" dt'<l"""-'1.1 

tlt>tl~><hth<:m.tn•ndll,..nun--"'M".,...ln<lllnlltt"tt'hn:threnlntiU<[U~y"(Ht 

Organs..Jcnt~ybc~'OTI..:<~k:.rfnom• t~t '~"""'.,."'""""'"""'lnllO·RoAt ·tto. 
Tt~t.fol t~'"'-""•l">ho.i<,....,J'If.,"C,~I 
,-,_~<tn.lillj(U>II>et"rl!J.menuty<'tmmi............,<oli&!<)-';(l_:;e.,f_J tkxltngt<'O'I. 
1heChurc:h'\urvt")'in\t~"tu .... tt\.1')-'i(J, ' Wt/IJJI,..,An.b<'<*'f!k<llmul.\ommU 
/I""""'M'\Il<'2lltt'·ll (19lCI-19.!21 3. •nd IlL M' Lm.~IW'45'J. fr>i<. 15'.1ff. 



wife, f<lr so he c:th him. My wife O!rgan), and 0 oY> ns W~·bh for~ 
hlL~band, and now wlu•n: ever they COrtX', -tis my wife 0, and my 
husband \Jiebh" ("::" 8)_ To make m;meTS w-orse. John Organ w11' 
married wnh children. Webbe sc.::ms to have felt so ""-fe ~t l:lngle) 
Burrdl th.:u he publicly owned the rcl:uion>htp. Pllhlieit)', how­
ever. brought on oc~odal, and John Ol}(:ln KlOI1 left \\'tltshm: t<) 
hc<:omc an itincr.mt minbwr in Kent ;1.5 his l011er h.~d heen. havin~ 
been taught the a1"1 of prcadung hy Webho: hirnso::lf 11te bttcr w;tS, 
;1.5 Slol.;cs Oh:'ICI'"<.--d, "ntO:>t eminent tins way, to teach m<.-'11 how to 
u5<: the ton)(uc· (8) lliz:.rrcly.john Org;.n left in the oomp:myof 
hi5 neijlhbours flighty dau~hter. thu, ronfirmm~ !'ltokcs in his view 
thatR.anteri.\mcon.'><..'>ledchidlyina,urprisingn.•adines:.tofOI"S:lke 
one's b,.ful family ~nJ ha1e St')( with almo:.~ 1"\'t'I)'OOC else 

WdliX', meanwhile, was •for a time wnltout dtrtk and con­
trol swinuning down the stream.~ of luSt" (9), unul a ~uicide aucmpt 
by his wife alienated his nxtre sober parbhioners Webl>e took her 
on~ journey. and upon hi.~ re1urn found that he h:~d fallen from 
gr.acc Against hl!ieXpt.'CC!tions, \\ebl>e\\.:~..<nolonger·account<..-d 
a white boy: nor was he "r<..·o: ived as in tinte.s of Yore" (IQ)_ ~~~ 

rn:w-foond tenderness for hi) wife infur~1tcd .~bry White, "the little 
Geutlewoman" (16). asStok<..-s mnstcyrue-.llly temtcd her. Mmy and 
Titon1:1s's relationship o;cem' to ll<ll"e been extraordinarily stomt)" 
\bry d1spbrcd an cnX)fional possc,..,ivenc~s which was strJngcly 
at odds with the Ranter..' ad'"OC'JC)' of r~ love. 11tu~. Stoke~ him5 
at domestic violenc-e. >oclf-inflictc-d wounds and \lary's threats to 
commit suicide Titc quarrel ~rt·w 10 such a heiJ;ht th~t Webl>oc s:JW 

no otlter l>(tlutil.m than to rno·•e hack to the !"e<."lory-aJ.~ainst the 
will of his nlli.tR'SS By this time, "he well kn(•w he wa~ Ihe com­
montabletalkofthccountry"(IO) 

\ll:orsc still, 3 funou~ \13ry persuaded Henry to dr:og \\Chbc 
before the nugisu.,tcs. under the eye.~ of :o ~ipy public only rou 
e:~g.:r "to s..-.: these r.are person.<." 'lloc estrJnged kli'CI"i'> did nOI 
disappoint the1r audierwe·s thifSI for scns;~tio!lahsm. !kxh of them 
m:mifnted a sukidal pronenc. ... , for "J'hiug their dirty linen m 
:JUhlk. Webl>e, llO( qu1tc the ~"OUntry p.~rs<m, ·pretdll'<l a Bllling_,gate 
lcrmon, as if he had nM.1 "ith all the Oi.'oler hid wives m once, but 
>I :OS an.,wen:d in ilis own kindc .• FrJn<.:i.~ llaylillt:_. who acted as a 
~he!wecn bo.1wcen Webbt! and Edw:ml Stokes, trk>d to pcr~uade 
he lattt'f that MJry W"JS ·an insat1ablc woman" and a •monster" 
11). Mary and her nuidservant ElizallCih llri5coe, on the Olht'r 



hand. unronvlncingly :Jccust-"ll Webbt.· of :~nempH·d rJpc More 
Spcr1Jcularty,lheytokllhe tudl{<-"> how he had, "in a OO:Isting way: 
cbim.-d 'lh:.t he could tre with any woman cxcep1 his own mcd~<:r," 
dutifully followed by a list of seven women he lwd had c;•rnal 
knowledge of The bucr indudcd "h~• Aunt D of IX.t~oo· and 
"one S.C. ofSlaughterford." who "had gi•en him tl~<: French JlO"'" 
(12), confirming the suspkions of Edw~rd ~toke5 th;n "one \~'<!111:111 
WJ5 I'IQI enough 10 sati~flc hl• hnlli~h lusts" (4) 

Alllhescscns:uionala('('Usali<>ns, int<:I'WO\'l"!lWilhdc'lallsof 
1h~ p.uson's highlr urumhodo>: bchefs and ,uhvcrsn c aniiUdc lo­
ward• hi>. minislry,'" mighl easily ha•·e lOO to Webbc's downfall, 
had he no1 ruther spcr1J(Cubrlr C()l>fe.s!K."tlto his mL..t:akcs. He ad­
mlllcd (what ~ public humili;tti<>n for Henry ~,tile1 ) that he V.'ll~ 

the f;nher of l>bry's unborn child and "that he had romrnitted 1he 
dctesuhle sin of undeannc...s so often in one <lay tha1 he w:a~ glad 
when he could take the Jir.· AI 11ll" ,_,~ 1in"". however, he W'llS 
~rdul to ponray hin~>.<:lf in~ passive role :Ls the h:.pl..-s, \'ictlm of 
Mary's stubborn ~!tempts to seduce him (151 Wcbbc had a pro­
nounced flair for theatric::llitr and <'x:Jg&t"rJl<-"ll public ~ures 
Ed\\~Lrd Stoke~·s accoum of his mirJculous nnd "unparJllcl'd ' re-­
pcm;m~ isoncmrelish 

-~ H>Yi"SS W.uHht hiO /"'-""''tO lw~ •lxn't' unl.ln:ot"<~..,_\hc')' <lid, •-' h<:«~t\0:> deoc 
frumtht•"-'<.llK1i<lltph.fl(ll~!kn<lhi><<o."ni<-..~h•dldllc,>)IItfUih)furthc 

dturtlljll.>l.'"'~nu'll"hl<p.tr"''.,."''' 'AhptX"O'I .. ~-.I~I>:t"""'l<t'll>n<l 
JPpt"Ufl'"' me, "h,),j I teU Lhnn 1., ~,..,.. I'R·•dun~ •OO l)·tn~""''"""' lx-.Jt 
00< ,., .... (W!/llhlr<· Ru!/llll. L~ ooc of 111• ~und.&~ "'rmon•, l"' jtl<:.dted 1lo.< 
~~<:,.,.,noMiru.,.~roiG .. .I, •nd"l>l\1thcntnt•1<>lool<utx-~h>m"-'Minlo,(c'f.fo. 
llul (jo.l twrlUl :tnd..nd tu:.o.U \llllt .. c'f'o~nd 'llllh<nlion.•'l51l.lle w.u!(hl 
"'""""""'-"'".'''~·•n<l<lutOlll."-•''"''l)o.'<--._~,..,.ofO,._.I'eO(>k"(ll, 

l.l), "T'h>~<;cx!"""ui"'-' ''"'~X.'\Jk:"'~"'•nyScroJ•un··comm.~ lxb' 15!1. "Lit>ltt..., 
dcx'1'""'"ndpr.<chceuf]eiu><~•OO•l,..Ap<>OI.,_,,., • ..,u.,,d"urk-.•nd 
""""'-'"hentlqd>..'tl>ndd..,tPI'<'Xh""'l•"'li'D)Uiji' . ..,"'·"-Lix-1.onll"'dnt> 
"""' tuheu'' IS~) •nd "lh•t Lh< IIJ.p<t'"''-' <tf,.JLc'f ,. . ._,on]) )<~tn'< \hru<it). >nd 
'"' • lt·)llll "J>lt<n~- . Go<l• le>thut~ h" 1"-"'1'"' i< !Vll by >nv ""'""""' Onli· 
n:otro:en< \li:iliuy.<><n..,>tl.''. l><~bydteUl"Jnlw>nxWI•nd ontlllllmj(lS~. ~~ 
A>•k>ftx:•ln~-e<tfho<I>Lo!id~Wnii"'""-.J)."'-"''-...hnjiiOh"l"'""" 
oonerU..<Ie<Al;tnoJ---tx, ·f"-"'w..de<lt!\o.•fl'-'fll*n<.•lnronf•><n•Lix-m;,,(>·c.,.IO 
>n) ,.,,;)~~ ntinio,(r-'~""'· r.llt<•t fo>r Chunlt <>< ""'"" t~ll 



T""""''><'detfulllohehnldlll<l-loL~<IIIluslJ.ul 

ro>h 1otuo~ ,., k,.-.lt;,.moml<-"'"'""" 15<-lungetl. 

thcCX!l"OOfdiNrl J"OfJ'.'dri"'lolhi•he<O<i~!ldFri.zlin~ 
ullu•h•~r .. mdnoheri<><:ilcm.:ntStOh.L">nd 
"'"''"""'"""Ou•fOITI"Io."<"'''')"<b~prb)..,.,.,.. 

.. hi~))" bl<lll)-~ndin:illthllljl:'<he ........ '1'1""'"'•' 
"tht-fll>t. P<ull>o. Wd~>. •fl<l .,._,. h~c !he f>f0U<1 
""'li"'"'-"cnii'•Nl<1til .. mjltey.••><ll"<r"""'rll· 

•1*. IK>W •t tk fli"SI "''-""""11 of 11~< Ju.~..-eo. he 
-""""'han."--lfuponll~<lwn•.andd"'-.... 'h:.m..,lf 
upon 11~< )lf<~ltld befun' m;~ny "'""-"'..,.,· ......,,. 

ln~""'-'-"'-..JinJI)yml:unt:nt ili>Ur•:k•nllfc. 05) 

To S1okcs him.~lf, he appc::llcd in a t;eri('S of IL·uers. "God," 
he wnHe. "hath suffcre<! thl." .'il.mn~c and aduhcrous woman to le:td 

my poor simple spirit C~ptivc. though she <;lJnd like ll bold and 
impu<len1 woman io1hc juSiificllionofh~sclf ... I know1heway 
of an un5oatillblc "'Oman is 10 n•inc and h:ln:: 1he life of one whom 
they cannO( mold to their Lusts" ( 16), But sud• private ponderings 
were nO( enough for ~>tJ!TlCQOC as flambopntly e:urovcn a_~ Tho­
m:u WcbiJr. llcncl.". the inh:ib•Unts of l.an~k-y Bum:U "itncssctl 
t~ir-libidinous l'al"!>(m" (71) t')·mg to sa1c his flock from the ''cry 
(h.1mlS he had fallen prey to: "HI~ ;ecal carrkth him f:tnhcr even 
imo the pulpi!, where in the f:.<:"c of !he whole CongrcJ(:Ition :11 
l.:lnjitley he Prc-.1cht.-d upon Pr01erhs 6.62. For b)· IIU'tl/15 of a 
!l'borlsb u·<mum a ,uw Is brougiH to a morcl'/1 of bread, amlliw 
(1(/ultere . .;sset:kelbfortbefJrfffOIISIIje .. he brough! in hi.sown 
experience. and by 1hat ~1'10 urged his Panshioner.; no1 10 follov. 
!he '''"Y of unclcano.::-..-.c wilh ~ud>, as he bad done" (20--21). I! 
worked. H•~ rongK""JorJtion forg-J,·c him. 

S!okcs himselfrcrn.1incd urK~>nvinccO. J!i.• suspicion~ prov•:d 
wdl-foundL..:I when \l:"d-.bc and MJry publidy rcsurn~-d 1hcir rela­
tionship ~ftcr the b1nh of !heir (hlld in btc Scp!emher or t'"Jrly 
October 1650. 111e rept•rllant, admonishin8 ~inocr was a figure of 
1hepast 

n_,hWJJI>Ic,J>lNJnart<l(~>lh<!pllnof•IDIIN 

pn>Odandi!<"'>lcntpluru'-""-k.>nd•PI)C~r..mnn: 

hkeuntOIJ"'~....,.,..SUII<!·I'I:.t)....,..thenJ>;ul!.hpor· 

""'Of1101Jn0.,...i>n.lliSk,._.ttall.lll'hoir ... h>.-h 



b!<"l)-h""!'lik~•~"lP'<""~""""..,.·l•,..., uken 
inW<"nn'Kic"''~"'- •nd furl>l<hl up "'illo -ooll""lll<.h 

fril><ll ond poudt."r. "'' tf ruturet.-ll•-.1 11;«] ol~·«"li 

""'""""'""'~"-"'do..,_'«eh.1•..-,...,dnf""'n 
!h.ttloru&ljlh~[<,;orho•~bo...-nturncdiiR"")'Lll 

"""n<Jl.ht.whyn~.<ynutol;....,.,,-iou•!O)'up<lflil> 

n""<Um."<"f~lf>"'~'"'tc oom11<h IJjlllf> tlo!s.-.in ""'n? 
(211 

Durin!! hi~ repenting day., Sloke~ rt.-c-.llk:d. IX"t:bbt.- had confided m 
ihe soher-minded and rcSpt.'C\.:Ible ;m)Qf)g his p;~ri.~hicmci'S--<Ind il 
is ~ l""i!imon)' 1o his enduring populanty rh:u rh~· Lmer had .. vcl­
con"IL"<l him wilh open arms. 'low, however. he rurnt."<l his back on 
themandrt-1urncdtohi.sR:Interfriencb.whokw('re!l'IO:>IllOIO<i­
ously ignOrJnt and .'K':lndalous" (2!). Webbe comhilled adultery, 
an unbescenung person~ I vanily and <'KOiic looks wi!h a ne"' in­
t~fCSI tn the suspicious <oeoce of aslronomy and, worse t.-vcn. 
mu.•ic. M:t:n by Stok<$ as an "iniCI IO luSt .• ,., lk uwttLxl"thc youth 
oft he Parish and ()(her&" 10 "Mu.•k and mixt d:ancing" ~~the n:ctory 
(22) TI1ere os no .•uAAe,.lon in '\tokcs's accotJnt that the youth of 
th{"parn;hv.-a<noldcli81ued!o:tcccp!thcoff<:r. 

Th<» ncw-fuond happtnt'SS was scrio<J,Iy di!'tur\x"d by Will~tm 
l.cwis, who W'JS (k_oarly jc:.--Jious of \131) and \\t:bhc and hcg~n to 
spy on them. betroying an app<~llin~ ''tl)"t.'urism.~· Mary rc-JC'I(-d 10 
!hi.~ tcnsi<><1 by f"'lhinJ.I3 _.,oldierfriendjohn Morri>.. from Glooccsi("T'. 
Murri.~. 3 member ufWebhc·., inner circle. appears a~ a dark, mcn­
:t~ing flgure. ~-ombining scxu~J lict:nce v.-,rh a rhrcatmin11 prcs-­
cnc·c. Soth..,;ttening. wean: meant tobelt<. .... ·e, that \X'illi:lmand 
F..dnh [.(.•wis r.~n awa}' 10 '1'}1hcnon l.uc-Js in the middle ol the ni11ht 

- lf'llub!reR.-mlll .,.,....._ ... ~~piiC'l!j mo...-.K>n> •"'mnomy. ho.Jt lu~ hk<~li11J1 \1;"~1.>1..­

l<> -,~IJI.'r F~)'l>l\;ln ronuoc tdWr•> (lll fU!UI('>l" th:.u ~ moglu h:n..-1"""" •'lmk')C)'. 

nthn than''""""""~- th.n ht• luod on mir.IJ. W..1>bc " .. no.( ~IC onl)' R.lno:"" to 

......... m knt"""'"' ~ ,..,,_ Ll"'"-ncc O•rl<.""' d.lhhkd in Nn>lo1w dun"l( hi; 
~·l\torlji<Ly<,-;t-'"l..:o""'"'"~-1bo?tnu$btoo-fJAtu>Jd(l•ondor>.!Mo!.ll 
'Tl1Crotlr'ln1><"'"'-'""""~.t<lit.":d "'hgOO.•'"""~"''Y~r><l•<.~n>lotlyisu•onllk<ikn 
Nc.itt..n.dl"-"""'.~-'ll--"'tdn.....l<-'l/k'(l<..-.<ion,I6'\0)t0b--')0 
"'""--~nt.e•. 10/l<b/r~/l,j•u~L '"""-'"- ~colllnltnlll<lthc,jOk"'-<)•00 

"'"""""""r><l<1•ck>:-okurchn>l!.m<'"'"-Cmh.-ll"'str.l)lr\,ll•rnnt:r'W"hl>e•nd 
~'-'rf ·fc•n"'l th.AI ~K'} "'-oultlll".-.. ._. f•mil .. r "'~'" !hd dKI (\.._, """" "'"'-1.1)· 

"""'"'" f]"-'~ <lolnj<>. 



to wake up an undcrstaru.bhly irrit~ted Edward Swkcs and pl..-~d 
for hdp. ~-ilham Lewis tried to C<>fl\ In«' Stoke>. tlut tht.' "nK>Sl 
wid('(] and prophan.,· John \!orris had come to Wngl"y Bu""IJ 
"on purpoo.: to 00 his wife or himself a mi...chid. and had g•ven 
OUtthrt.'"Jlnlng~~lu:s50.<;()()flllShcW':'I.~:IIightl-dfmmhisho.-se" 

(24)_ At:C<.'Jrding to Edllh. an infuriatl'<l \\'i:bhe an<! \lary "ha,·c 
thrt.'atned and ~n tO be <C\-Cnh'<-'<1 upon me :md my husbolnd. so 
that I dm:• n01 return home any more without d;mH"r of life.· 

What followed was a fartt. Henry White SOUjl l1! the as.sist­
ane<:ofanotherju8tlccofthcpeace.swearinjl'that he.,tandcth in 
kar'lcstthe l.cwiso.:s 'will take away his lifo;:, hun and main [!;id his 
llody, nr burn his hous._•s' (25---26)_ Stokes was rclue1ant tO k-nd 
credence to either ~i<.lc, puning their app.uem J);lr:lllO~, d<mn tu~ 
mu1U.1I dc;ir\: for reven!!"- In the end. llenry Wlutc had William 
IA_.._,·il. impw.ooc.'tl for theft of househokl ROOd>. who!<.' 1\!ary and 
\l;cblJciXllhcmk'tlupon trial for adultery in .\;0\<.'nilx:r 16'i0 

Swkc- dwells at length and with unconc...-Jied Nit."' on the 
F:IC!thatll \\J~ lntcrtl;ll disint('gra\ion that b.-ought Jboutthe fall of 
the Ranters· ·tt~hclofProphaocncssc" inW>lt:;hirc(l) He rcp<..-;~t­

edly hmt~ :u a .>tmngc air of menace ;<Jld venp;efuln<.''>.~ whi<-h cn­
•·elopo..'tl th<.' 1.1n,~tlcy Burrdl lbnters--------hest illmM:Ued by the l..cwiso:.-, 
hyslcricalfcarofrc•·c ngc.Stuke~'siniti:d rell!C1;mcetol:ikepart in 
the R.1ntcrs' pcr.c~-ui!Un ..._..,ms to h:•ve partially ~pnut,~t from ~ 
desire lo n~:t•k his own involvement with the ~!"QUI) and with Wchhe 
in p:~nk-ubr And with good reason. for ·rhc l'~rish I'Jr..<.m" he­
Clime ·a~ L<wlc"c a' the Parish Bull"-wh;tt an Jpl double 
emendn:-in hi' r:>ge agaif\51 Sl:okcs CS). Olhcr p<.-oplc .'I<."Cm to 
have lx..,n l-!CflUrndy fright<:"ned of 'X'cbbc and he. ltlntmg friend~ 
'You snarl at ~alurc<. ~nd lik(' a madman ~Hike at thm.c that arc 
ne:n you.· '>tokc~ once toiJ 'X'cbbc. wh())ot.' heh.1viour when angry 
he descrihed a~ •frenzied' (45). ll1e adulrery trial had all the mgn_·· 
dients of a <;Cns;Jtionah»> .>tage play_ -You mot}" pt'f{"C1\"C," the good 
justice invit<.'S hh Judicnce, "what a spirit of giddinc.ssc ~~--'(] 
the primc5t J~,ors upon the R~nting stage." who, "drunk "'th folly 
and frenzy" and "having mmmiiK'tl folly, act the pan of madncs."' 
andenrJ,Ited fury,andresnlvcncvcrtoquitthcswg.::tilltho_1'havc 
dcvour.::d .::ach oth~·r, and then the longi.'S\ ]i,.::r t:<kc aiL ... Very 
rcm.1rkablc it is th:u their own tongues brought their horrid 
wickedm:'\..<c to light, loudly proclaiming that publiquely. which 
bd"ore ""JS hut privately suspected and whbpcn.'tl' (28) 



RumouN abow M.ll)'-~, \l'ehbc"s and Eli~.ahclh 1\ri:i(."'OO.''s 'it''( 

li\'co; h~d bt:t."n"brutN up and clo<\n thccounur"bcf~ mm:h 
so tN.t ;tt one point ·some l>Ooc>t and rdi~ious people" of U.C 
ncarby,·illa~ofCalneludsemuneoflhcirov.n, Ed1tl1 Lcwi..-s 
brofher lllomas Riky, 10 tangk;· 1\um:ll to in'e<.~..garc the m:oner 
(31), Now Edilh <'mt'rg<:d "-'the h'Y Wllncs.<. in th<' trial ~nd gJ\C ~ 
p;!IIK"brly gr~phicaC<.'Wntofhow.<>hehadaught \bl)':md'\t'ehl,x:o 
m:olting Ion: at the nunur hou!oe in c-Jrly Octohcr-s.honly after 
th~·•r clukrs binh." M~e abo hintt."d ~~ --.~ntahlo.: orgK':S inw•h-mg 
\l'cblxo. ~bry .. \lar)'~ m:ud l::liz;.bc!h Bl'ISCO('. John Morri.~ and }ohn 
OI)!Jn Under rhe Adultcr.,- An of 10 Augu.<;~ 16';0, ~uch flagmnt 
and mmp:~m adultery would han• ~n puni._~lu.blc by d..':lth for 
hoth panncr< Hcnc.:. it is un<kt:'>l;lndablc that Mary and \XCbl>e 
utu:rly denim the dtargt'~. Tix)• eM.':Ipcd the dellth o;o.;nlt:ncc. but 
wc:Te semto Fishcrton Gaol on tho.: outskms ofSali5bul)· "fOf suspi­
cion of Adultery."'-' Not contem wilh such a narmwC-c-.lpc, Wchbc. 
incongruou.~ly iJwol<mg his suffering wife and ~-hdd bum in "~-d­
lock. pelition~"d th<' tus:~iccs,claiming innoccnc<."and ascribing all 
allqr.!uons le\·.00 ;~gain!>! him t<> the ·m:olicc & n..,·cngc· of F..dilh 
L.cv. is "10 'itoke;, 11<' '1('1\( a liSt of ohjecti<>n., :~gam.o;~ the ju.-.tk:es 
proceo:.-dmg.' again>~. him. rrunglcd \\oth threats In an odd bid 1<> 
reconcile hi$ nmpant promiScuity to his SUIU5 wilhin the: commu­
nity, Wdllll.: rook urnhr:~g.: Jt th<' justice$" pr.~cticc of m.,k;ng ·no 
diffn'efll"C bo:fween rommon "horemongers atKI :O.l:t.'ieo. of An" 
(4-1) Fu11herrnurc. he h<ldtht:cfxx.k to inquire "Wh.;.1herth~-yought 
nOI to have re<.'CI\'t."d 111011:.' favour !IC'inM 11k1· were publique pcr­
.)(XU, ~nd had l;ud out tOCnL-.ch ('~ fo.- ,m, publiquc, and upon the 
publi<[l.leS<:rvice, though tiK-y "'ere guill)·""<35l 

......,._ trlll:!bu'r ll<onl'l')--'10. n.., .,..j..,i(~ ,.-he, 1>-M.l rid;,.,.._.,_! ll"chb•'~ and 

""y'>dold""'''"'"·•h.:l'tllt..t""')dfr).'""fl..;ml!l<lJJum-Ur~!r tnol'n-.lfiSIIJ, 
aGond•-.kGdl"r()~"'''P"""'""a~oJJohnl'<>rdag<"<<!n.k.dl!r.odfOL-Id 
,.,...~, ll<';or!rn~ i'ord;&~'"' ""'-"''l'Uln"•>f>llt1' fo<o.kr >lllJl)ru ho.."f ,,.. IOr 1 J'II"'O<U­
brtt>-.tnooli<-.......,lo.a•CW~<:....,hc>.,.._..,..md>lal,.,.'t"!(I'UUn<l";"'-"<'Lhrt<o<opbn 

F""'kr, n...·'''""'""'·lkrltl"'"""',.""t.m<U.I.oonH.tln<lon, !M~/61 'lfbok 
....,...,..,jO-'lnoproofth:lt\l•~•no.lfo"\n"''*l.ilkinJ<•boutthe<;lmo 
9\<>m:>n,tl"'lhc."'lf)~lhaltloerr=ylto•"<'ben>a~t<"<,.,.,...,"tiOniJt,l,.,.,.,th.: 

'll'Liblur<:.ullillnll.""""'lanocn ... an~~irlU'J)IlhngotlCt3<1l!l"'l<"fullo 
\bnfro<d Dn>d ~ ... dr.o"'"'~ my •H~nooon,... Gtx-.:h>Jk ~-, 
~S..-.othept:<ll.ll .. nlllrnn-ll'hllc.'IMIOAIIIOIIIM!.l<.t_llltl 
., W1t0Atli01116St.f<>l.l?9Aitl>e<>tn<"l...,.,.,_lkuy .. bao;•~"'""' 
,..,......_..,,,.,hehal'oltu<"'·ifc.<f'll..O.\IIIOIIIMLh~ 10H 



\'t'cbbe the public sel"\~m? Not ~urprisingly. Stole.,~ remain<--d 
unmov<.-d. "Surely," he dem.1nds of hi~ audience, "!ht:re's no R<.-.. dcr 
rhar views this P~r:;on, bur must need.; admire him for hi>. oc...,p 
judgmo;-m Jnd sin)!ubr kno"k-dge m the act of ~duhery, Jnd the 
Parliament~ Act aj.t:unst rhc ""me. of" hich he is the only expo.. it or 
after th.., llJntcrs understanding" (36) Webbc :tlso tried tn inlh>· 
encc tlll.' Salisbury iUdgt" ~rJIV'is Swamon ag:Jinst Stokes. where. 
upon Stokes !K:(_'[JI:> t<> have be<:n genuinely worried_ ·~ir." he wm~e 
to Swantnn in dc,pair, "I c-.m n1..1ke it app<.'\lr (notwithswnding his 
fair g.l=-c to str:m~ters) th:u he is a meer pk-c.., of hypocrisie and 
den-ipt" (37). lltis tim<', \'l:"chbc's plan OOckfired_ OutrJgeously 
0\'C!eSiim:Jtingthe powerofh15charmsand ruthlesslyupportun>~­
!ic, Wchhc suddenly mrned ro none 01hcr hut the mm:h-malignL-d 
Fdv.'Jrd Stokes for help. daiming "that which ~~ fii'Sl mc,.·cd me to 
v.-nte to ~ou. and tO expre~<;e my o;cl{ in so bold and rude bn­
gt>:>ge. truly was my l<l\'C tO you, for l could have chust."d 10 have 
writ to other;, but indeed J CH:r lmcd you" (·10). 1\ot ~urprisingly. 
hisentn.-Jtoc:sfcUondcafears 

After their release from prison in early 1651. Wchhe and 
Mary !'('turned ro l~ngley Burrclt. wh.:re the~ openly Ji,ed their 
rcbtion.~hip and \'l:'ebbc became "more proud. impcr;uu_, and int­
pudem th:m ever" (13) . lt is difr.cult !O say what h:tppo:ncd next 
Accordinf! to Stokes's version, Web!,., , in whJt must h.a•e been J fit 
cl~ecr madnes5. "o:mrolondon inthcspnngof 1651 toas.kthe 
Commmcc for Plunderft! Minisu:rs for a re-ex~min.:Hion of his c-ase 
\\e~ him.,...lf w;~s la!er tO claim !h~t lw fdl victim 10 a m:~lidoo• 
nmJXIign ushered In by Stokes and Charles Aland of l.angley 
11urreU'' Wh<Jc,.·cr ifllliatcd the pnx'C\."<.Iing~. their <>Otoome v•:u, 

•SI<JI<eoiJe<·.unc<=btQd..Jln•t.h'l)tll.o"othJohnAbno.l.t.anp._'Y~tt!r<ell'>u'<" 

,......,.o(llk-prorx.>tlho.·'·"""tlnl0'0ncololk-""olth'"'r"'-'"inllk-p.&ri01o.lk­
n:fl<<al tu pay f"K" "''"" 1o Al•.-..1. t-..11 "'"c•d 1!"." " """-'Y dif<"(tty ~' •one 
Anj!tU,'wlwm ... t>n<I..U"!"'<'<"<.tuffr•ud!WIIO,AI.•tli).MIMl. (<)[ IH6l ,;,,,...,..., 
btb:l\'<uutlnthisca: ... ....,.ok..-...t.:<fl)·<Xkltmptx:;ll).~'f"""llfn><n>~l 
dio!IIkcofAbn<l,.l><><niW'calk-.1•""""'""'•.-..J·•"""'-1"'-".'"li"""'"'(WRO,A\ 
Ill), Mt6~1. f..,. 1>f"l. "·hile Al.<nd cl"ry;:e<J ,;cok.,.. .,,rh "rn> ny .. untnah,. >n<l 
""""'""' ml""k~ol·olf<"flfll!'-'m;ony<~ho:r•·<l<f)<ng<: "J''--.."Che< inlii'!(~Xt'ofhh" 
!IW'uid [d....ud'(WllO. AUIO. M16~1. 1<ll P9l. Gi>~lhcurrutllldtru.U" 
~.,....,.,.lMt-wnnktbeinl"""''"lliOtmn"lfAL>nd"·._••fullu.o,-.,r 

fll'll:bl1<: AI ~a<o h.: .... ,"> IX""""' of'"'·'ll "'""" fa <re ~nd h"h"'·oow-" (WJI(), 
Atl\10 .. \116~t. ful_ \'"91. anJ n~:<y h•vedw...,n tod'""l<"" ••xne Un<.<.omf<><t>hle 
dnailsnl''il<-.l<cs·;=-«>Ct>llon"·othWet-tl<:'t'h"di:<pulciL...,[f>ndlhc~ 



pr«<ietably. Wcl>he's CJCI!inn from l~mglcy 1\urrdl in September 
16Sl 

Asrould hecxpo:eted. \l:ehhc did noo: f!Oquie!ly. At his ex· 
:unlnation, two of thoc Wilt,hire iustlct•s of the pocace found them­
~ln:' cx~d to "much uncivil (':lrriolge ~nd rn;~oy frivolous 
and unfiuing di.o;coun.o:<;· ('S(i) auacking 001 ouly their ~uthority, 
but ~[<;O th:n of rhc Commim_.., for l'iuudered MmiSicrs. After his 
dcp:'"urcfruml.1nglocyllurrcll,W'd"li:JCpubli shcdthcsadlynolnngo._·r 
cxt~m A Mri.IM' of Jfallu tlfliilno;t 1bo. lri!bb. He paimed a rnther 
imnguing pi<..1urc of hi.~ t'~while rompaniorl, rt'Cllling ·soch hor· 
nd ;~cu of bl.1~phemy of the hight-st natun::, as .,,·er l hc-Md related 
to he done hy any."" Wcbbc's rccollt'Ciions of S..okes's mock pr:1ycn< 
at Wcstmimslcr Abhey, mock conununions in shared ho.-drooms at 
inns and, pcrhaP" lllOSI "urpri&ingly. of Slok.,.. te-aching hun ·tn 
m.1kc a spintu:!l faco.·· (64, 65-69) arc thumughl}' fa..<dnating, if 
mcnly ma l iciou.~. To St<>kes, "'ho had d&arded Ranter irr<.'\cr· 
encc and msoudancc for respoX1ah11ity and <obricty. they must 
h~w come a" ;~ shock. Tite ,\f(jj3(• was prefixt'd wu:h a liSt of ap­
proxim.1tely one hundtt'(l signatures on W'ehhc's behalf-indud· 
ing Hcnrr White's. lt comlitmed Wcbbc's .o;cn!<:ltionall<l arw.l uhi· 
m:ucly abortive auempt :11 self-ju$tifk·.nion, by 'Which he hoped "to 

gam another p:~rson.ag<:"" (59). llns ume. howt.,·er, the mag1c no 
longcrworkt'(l. \l:ebl>e, who had b..'Cn so comicdly, tr:t)!k'Jil)', out 
ofpbce in a country parson.~ge. nt"\'Crobtaint-d aoothcr ht•ncf.cc 

C:rmmnC:ll/1 
\XI!bbc vi~l!e<!Jolm Org~n :md his Wih.,hirc lricnds in the 'Pring of 
16~1. He paid hi-; compliments tO hL' estr:Ul!(t-d wife. whom he 
had left behind~· l.ang]q llum·U. bur did nor "-'<' hi5 child born in 
wcdhxk. lnSicad, he took hi-; thild hy l<lary White wl!h him tO 
London. p!ayin)l, as Ed\.\~trd Stokes C)'ttie:llly put it, "the p;m --·of 
a loving f;~ther" (83). and Jpparemly imo.:nl on j>Uiling dc<:cption 
and dericallife behind h1m. In London. father and child \.\Cte rcu 
nncd with Henry and 1\1:11')' \l:'hite. ~toke,·s a('CO<Jnt of\\'cbho.:'s life 
ends on a sarGI'tically halcyon ll<~C- llistoric:d evidence, however. 
~u~eo;~s othocrwi~ 

St<>k~• pm on AJ..nd .-.ho" th.n thcr~ m•y hil•~ u._._., • ""'"-' mon;puliu•~ -;XJe !(> 

'lui<<"<,>Sl><rn..""lt<'dhoh•"'AJ..no.i"''l)<..-.JOOfmnth"c.otlo:" 
~\\d:>hto•lxlui'"'"'"'-"'P""'C<Jin"'<~IJI/Isb;n,Rmt/6~ 



In mid-Do:.~\:ml~r 165-t,lllonl."IS \\-._t>lx and MJry \\"1111<-' fau~l 
thl'ir "'-"'~'nd Jdulrcl)· trial. thi5 time Jt the Old Bailey. Cha!l,:ffi 
"nh havmg romnuttffi the felon~- in tilt' p;~ri.<Jl of St Botulph's 
Without ll1.•hq,..~atc on I July 1654, th"}· were.- acqumcd at the end 
of a specta<:ubr tnJ! durmg which \\chhe'-~ opponcms Jn<.l jud~c-5 
unb1·our-Jbly <.lug up his \\ >ltshirc p:~.o;.t_ The curious <:ir<:um.'iolanccs 
ufthistri:lltri)ij(cr<.-dabizarrcprimcddefencl'from)ohnWildm:m 
WrhinR under thc thinly-disguised fl'><'Udonym of Abr.>ll.nn Liwmind, 
Wildm.1n. who IMd olwiousll' fJllcn under Wcbbc'~ ~pc !I, had the 
nerve 10 por!r-J)· Wcbhc as the much-rcspcr~cd, innocent, gcntl e­
n~1nly victim of .111 oro;-hc,;;r:nt-d h:uc o;-ampaign who }X}rc the abuse 
k:1elk-d at lum m court "with abund.1rKc of p;~ticno;-c" and s::>'''-'<1 
his life by ·und:luntL'<lly" u.ithstanding the m;olk't.' (>f his aco;-uS<.-~ 
One w<liKk-11< u.h:lt pnn·oked \'O:~Idm:m to dumpion such :m olwi­
ou~ly IO<it (':Ill'><:• 

W'cbbc and \'O:"iklm:m had lm<m n "-'' h other since Jt k-a'lt 
May 16'5!, when Hen!)' Wh1tc had Je-.. .,._-d the m.mor of Lingley 
Hum_·llto \\-ddman•· Two years later, on !'}June 16'i4. \\ildnun 
~cquirOO the maiM >I'. the n-.;mor hou~ and the adwm ..uti for .t.'jo()()() 

"C<lfJl<>r•<k>n <'ltnrl<lon !k-.:o..U otl'k-., thereof!'-"' ul<.\l "·' n~Ol. Coryd l.orKJo.., 
!><:~''""-' l'olt•• 126 (1),_-,:•·<nlu 165>! I no f<>li<> numhocrl Ht•nry'o r<:>1e on tl~<: , .• _-.: '' 
»•mhwolerw a> ltlwJ),._..,., >1 l"n~k) llum:ll Hi< •iii"JIU!'<,' •PP'-'""--..l <>n oh<­
P""tllflllCrl!, hut ,.~._ "'t""~lll<~~~~ "'""'--..!. "-').().'"'-m~ oluo ).., t~ dun~l ht, 
mrodobouttt..,,ll.,r(>no,ofthe,.,·i!l"-"""-""~~""""\l'd>ho;-ondM•I)'""'''"~~"t..kn 
O><ennan lnUij!IUn,<ll)·. tlenry<u<"<l•""-murl.""pll<nOwnu•n•J" ""-''iour'•. 
'<>ullo".u~. ,.,.ptiOI[..., 'P' ... ;l~)· '-LoJ!Wien·• hu..n.olll •~ .,._.,,.,. rel.nn.,l l<lf on 
..OO....·U.....t kk>nl'-<lu•e prub,d~}'"' • ho;,l.:ucd .tl<'"'f'[ ~~ Jll'l•"'~ h" "dn 
"-'1""-'tUl.~CLRO,Cot}'<>ll.!•-.Jnn"""'"""-f'Lio:>t!Jtom.,.-..mt.._-rlMHIJnl 

ll-bolhChr-.."'n""""''"~•ndS;mw,.1,•t'l""•ln1he.....,_,ltomw••.-. 
fuiiOohr•"-t",.,,.,,he('UO,""'"-"-ull}',lt...,..,oNe\01<'1n,l<lfll"'ulw-lpln 
~"''tlkntyll'h"~'"11"''""'·11'iklm.tn·•n•n"Al.-ol"'mt..."'mdld.7"" 
_,_Ji4/lbl .~.JUI/r/1111</k"l'-"J"' l,.,.[<l<k->11 (Wr/ (i<~,d tiiU' "{tt~n;/ 
(lnndo>n, 16~-1;~~~ ~'SJ)<."<.-..olly ~- '1- ll< "'"'"'' oh>t \l'd~"' l1.1d ln~utl¥ t>."<.·n un-
1""'->ned f<>t ('OU)iJJ~ ono.l <IKI not .-xpo:d on odull•ry 1n.ot Wilctn1.1n .,._..fund of 
>n;[WOil>< ltc ,·,~l[,,j hlrn.•df "jnhn Wwntlnor In ho, 1~1111<"1' PT<Jj<xl> <l.!....t.O>, 
1647! ond "J ti<>,.Jhn" tn llx! l~<u-.:s Iu/nnkm WJ<><h!, t(>-1~ ·1~1 l);'d~"' lud 
lev<' l k~ 'l'"~"'thlc<. H~ '[~ll"' r~~ lt1 <lo:f~,.._-~ of J<~lll l;ll~omt• .,Ill W~lo .. m \htwyn 
(S<Jokco, WUWJI"' l<wu tl. [3, 66). >nd ono• of the IU>Ito;c'S c~lk"<l hino -,...._. ()( 
~.:;·:;,~~~~) M>nythank>wa;,,.. Hnl"""' ftor 1.11 ln'lllrlnJI md "''min.l 

•' ~10 t IM.-·Il'lb llull1 ll;d~,.·, •nd Woklro;uh ''llfl.ll\!1"'' 'PI'<'"""~"' do<.'U 



In 16';7 Wildm:m sold on tho· property to Samuel A~~'" TI1e old 
m.1nor hou...:c di."JppeJn_'<l in the btc dJthlt:emh CC'ntury, when tl1c 
pre~nt mansion was bull! for the RL.., Robcrt A>.h~. The Mh~'­
bterScort·A~IK-family lived at l :msJL1' Hou»e until very ll'n'ntly ... 

l~y the time ,\lary·s and "ellbe'~ serond adulrcry tri:1l came 
up~~ the Old l!ailey. Henry, ~iUly in 3 direet R"Sporue to tl1i~ 
ne\'1-· ~mbl, had re1reated to Slaughtcrfurd. 1hc pi<1urt:<quc ham­
Id his rlolhier gr::mill"a!l..,---<~nd one d\\:.,hbc-~ ~xual conqucsts-­
h;~d come from. The White~ 'itill had famlly conm.'Ctions then.'' 
\\'C do nOt}'('< know what Uec:Jmc of Mary She Is not n~miuncd in 
Henry·~ will. dau.•tl 16l'Jocct,mber i6S8. ln.qcad, Henry l~ft most of 
his worldly gO<Xls tO his daughter. al-.o calk"(] Mary. who was still a 
minor at the timL"-pcl5Sihly Webbe·~ much-rontesK"(] \ovcchild." 

"''<'<''IIOoki<rurbra.'<.~pLtfu<U'>OOlt.'<"L-mhcrlM7)•r.lJ:HI00(11 [)o_oc<"Tnhrr 
t6~7)inii>'R0llH.-'92-Tho:formo_,.lt.,gn<'\lhyo\tloffell<hOI<".•A:Wi>.,oltk-tu), 

the ~met- hy one John ~~<>m,_p.,Jbthly w.,u.,-, ""'l llt.•nry, .,>~Wt.,. fnend 
\l'ildm;onprob•hly<1<'1«1"1truo;to:conhrh.IHoln>)"l..c>Th""'ICI!""""'"i'o 
f11'>jputf<>nhon18~lhytMtht·nlonloJohem..nor '<-eTIO<'Whnryufm.,\oclo.1)' 
ofAnlltj.,...._.,._lon<hot,IIP.-·~>.cmunj lpd.""''''«''dbloireO.~~I""" !..:t"'_Ck.'!' 
llundl ()lc,re,~er no,'<!., J•<\.;on, 1111"1""' Coli<'-~""';) fol. '11 J•d-.,.,.,·, n<•c 
d:tlc'<l ~};tnu;try ~~~l- Woldman.5<l.>nDe('loon "-oh !..:tf>llley l!um_-11 i< t..rjl<'l) for 

W"''"''"d:ty 
"Tiocoldhou.eo;to•>d"<"'lh<'JCnoll"""<!fl<llh<'F"oo/opon<l•""t>etov.tk oern," 
"~W;S<.-eFr:iln<i>KU•·en,quut'dlnon•n<Jfl)1110l1•"-"''"'"'ol!io:lffllv>U/ru,..l~ 
Dlmyofdw Jh· Fnm<U Klh<"'-, ~~ A"'/USI. /11~1-13 .1/ll)', l/r-1, <~l. Will!;un 
Pk,.,..,r(Lono.Jon )<>rU~IOnCipo-, 19.Wlin 11".-\.11 1?0940-19-lll lj~ o\•.«onhn!ll<> 
•·11Llll"~""-'"~ogl...,...,.h<ftlltll)'kM-dolohenc"'ur.ti"''""M"<Idk'~!llll\' 

vilb)!<' ""'"Y from dkc-hun:h •"" bou"' to~' pn_...._., "''-"I<> the "'lllll-<'1" uf 
!Joth NOthlnJI e>k<1" po-rh•f>' • n nkl )llnk'll ••••11 ''"''-'Lru. nflhe ukl "-'-"11')' 

.. -hkhoto•>dn<:xl lulkd>u«hinwlw """"' atq~ l•m!P"'l<!ful ooS.r.th 
Cot>lo;, Oon<tr~>hn !<o•nt, \"""'i<·o K~m,.,.cr •n<llJ.>r" Roddh•m f<'r lnf<'ll'm:tiKJfl 
on the <'WI<>U•t•,~>JtT>J'hlcal boo;tOI)· oll.lnld<')llurrdl 
")o'C U.l\0. Cuynfl.t""k"' "-"''~InS lite• !M(O..'<"':mhrr 16'141. {ol201.-nry 
11-1>!1euf'il.l"ld>rnf<lnl,!l<"" .. •· 'll<-ph<-n.'i;lnu-IO.-•-m>:~n.ol'll S.•-~"-',._""'-'-h 
... -.n., ""'plx>il('f, 1~ ~mcrnl,..,. 16~) 0.,., "''<>ntlt·f< ifth~ "V in .. \.C .. "the onl­
lill.ooJ'IIIi:bt,._.·,kn'('f<>f~ughrnf<-.nJ("<-"e>bcl'e,p;oji<'HOJ,"<n.lforCull<n~..,. 

lht• f>mll)· n:tn>o: of llenry \l'hk._..-, ' l•u11IMrfon! "'~""" ..,_.., P~O. ~n~> 1 [.'j()l 
foljjll,.,dl<>fH<'N)-'IOul,ni.SL.ughtfffurd.~.,-,ol 

"I'~O.I'r<>h ]l'J()l. fol jjl (wllloilk'"'}'ll>'hl<'t>f\l•ugh•crfunl.I!J'fll I_,-,.. 
p;onshrt:Jt<'«"'<>f'll'l•tl'·l-'....,._.,h_....,-.,ru...tt,.,htorul«>f"Mlr}'tMd:tll,lthtcrol 
H~'lll) \l'!oileon_lljuly !660,ontl<>f"Mr<\L<.,.-~~>'dlh.f"""th<--\Ur!.h.-on19 
Sepocml>t-r tM6, htll m...,"' noc,-t<lt:,.,., th11 lh<-"" c"""""'"'''''"" Henty'• 
f•mll)· (!Jo!A, XO:l!I.:OO!. P>n>h R~w~ r>i 'it -'1.11)·-. l.lmht.'thl. noc pr:o.bg""' nl 



Slaughterford iLo;clf developed imo a Quaker suonghold in the se,· 
ent•.:emh centu<) _ G~.--orge Fox visiu::d the h:Imkt sc.,.cr:ll tm>es." 
Too.:by. the ruins of the Friends' mertmg-hou>e in the r:tm..ons­
covered woods due south of the h."'mk1 still hear testimony to 
~bughterford's pbce in Qu~ker ht.tory. 

nut what happo::m:dtol.anK]cyBurrcll's•lu5t-IO\'ingPar...on· 
after he h;J.dlcft ·thepuhliqucSf3gcolWilt5fhircl"?'' 

W'ebhehim-.elff:u.k."Sintoobscurity:tftcrl654,whenEphmirn 
Pagin unintentionally immonalizc-d his uncon,ention31 beliefs and 
anttudes by makm~ them the has is of his new dtaptcr on the Ram­
m; in the ftfth ctll!ion of Hereslograph~rl~:~ps a <tUicl: ~nd now 
puuJingtolccnto\\ehhc's importan(·ewuhin thcgroup"ltchas 
been idemifk..-d a.< "Mad Tom," the author of~ scurrilous ami-Quaker 
u:.d. 7inmt\·Qtwkl>!,!l Querit'S. which appe-ared in 1659. and as the 
"Thomas Wehh of l.amheth" who publi.>hed a speciously Fifth 
MQil;lrchist hrood>h..-.et, A l.aSif>!,!l A/lflllii(ICk/Qf' /be Ntlig>W uf the 
HjlbMm>CJrcby, in 1660." A numbcrof intem:1 \ references render 
Wcbb:'~ at.l!horship of the Almanack qucsuonabk and m:my \\':l}'S, 
thcnarr:uor'sdahomtcgcsturesarcJnorcrcminlso;:.,nt of another 
lbnter. Thomas Tany. Jnd hi~ wdl-dorument~-d flair for in<pir..-..1 

strec~theatrc,thanofthc"pretty proph:mel'rc:~cher"""ofl.;~nglcy 
Burrell, bur who know<;? 

A ILbth!,!lAimmltlcki.~ es>entially ~ \\'':lminR ag.1iJlSI. rebgtous 
fa<:tionalisrn. llowlng from rhe pen of ~n ~·x-scctary who olwiously 
sh:i.re<l Webbe'< ex<XiC S3rtori:ll .>~yles and hi.~ predik-Ctiun (or the­
atlic:ll gesnm~ and c>uo::mporc songs, which h.:td rendered him 

U.. ll'lul~ and 1-ioulrnn bmd;., ul C.rlulo.~"" li<h l"'nt} •• ~ rd,o.ll\..- "'I•• din! 
..-truull......_.lldoo.">nole><'""'-"'""""ied~·\Ltry·•eXl>k"""·-·"'---d>ll=•~ 
'lihkc •nd lh<lton, <>f GnHI<1rx>, (;o. WLir•: !n) I' jock.""'· 1l><t ffl>l()()' <fib<! 
l'llrtsbofGrltlklooln/Jwc.<.omll·<{ll"lfl>blrr!Londmj ~ NOchuls&S.>n.t!l-13) 
"S...~fur-1b<>jt;<<mt>l,~'•!(d:O..n•hii1Jmolll<L<"'o<lh·l'<.-nguln,l99111 

D), Uj (bctl!'>fl~'f <:k<'d •·' ~mith. hu:Jj~Amu<n 
·~W'Ur.obi,..,RAnl"ll"-' 
"P•~•t<loo:on<Mm.:"NionWdi><:hyrum.-.hutm:):ll<>fhi.S•c-.:<><>llluf lhcR.-onler;, 

""-'h>ding •n utr><l frum "bm-on'' lo.'lle<. "<llrco.;d)· ul":n fmm '/bf, II"UUibl,.., 
lllm(.m!Jnll""'fromrl><:ll<'l""-l<..,..., .. Ttllllll'ofU'!'f"'<•O.r\•un.Sttt:phr>im 
l'•ll'll.lfereti<Jf{rnphy.Ot'<~IJr'SCrlpllmroftb.•llert1Kitsti"J.-.;.,.ru,rn~"j,ql'pl" 

n.. 11>1/n 71....,. Tlw fl/1/sk:/1:-'.dlli<M. ubn-nmltJ B Nlded 1/w Qut~..,. ur 
~atodlhrRlm...,..u•ilhrm11/pb<<irtlci111T«bii!(lond<>n,l6~)11.l-l-l 

""-"'the'-"'lf'Yfor'n"""'•W<-bl"'lniJDflNj.2'J" 
"Sookoo.,'llll$bi,..RAnl-



<iUCh ~ bmlofpar.ldise at Langlcy llurn:ll. In the nJIT:ItJ•·c JXIS.'<:lgc'l 
of tht.· A),umt:u:k. we '\C'e it5 ObiC11Slbl)· ·mad" author tlrt:«S a.s a 
beggar and undJuntcdly divulge a "•i.~ion" in ~\cral l.ondon 
churche<. much to the annoyance of the <-"('lrlgn-g:llions and it5 
wc!l-trHlo mcJTih,.,r;. 1kn he t:lkcs h"' n..":ldcrs to KinJ:>Ion·Oil· 
Thames where. in the inuTIL-dl.l!c ~ftcrm:nh d ~ Qu;lkcr !Jl(_~•!VI, 
he dons a <.er1e;. of fbmbn)·:mt and outngeous OUiflls. prt'lrndmg 
to be a Quaker Oil<' d:l.)·. Jnd a Fifth -.tonarchi>lthe next. al"ays 
spe:~km11 in wrse What 15 rem.1rkahk about ihc"<' p;~ss:~ge. ~ thJt, 
quileap;~n f!Oillthe rc!Jjotious:lg<"n<b.thc nJ.r.uor revetls himself 
as an mdwidual who ohvlow.ly cn;oyed perfomung and who d1d 
fl()( shyllwayfromre-cn•-cnnnghm~o;cl( 

IM"fl!Up>nd<k,..ni~To ... n!napi>Nr'd'l 
Wnnen\_ vollb ....,. 1\,11 off. and ,.·ho--n: I tl>oul!h< r_.. 
lrn.<dc•"-'nd.•ndcr,-...J.u 1,,._o 1~.o,.__ ... 
.u-dd.........,.olf"M"'Jf"'of<..t),l<,..nano.l(.n.Jn.. 

cry,lend)• ........ , ......... And ... l>t.-nl1t2ddlu.• 

"'-'""·a•oMo.lu..lple:l""·'n:I.........Jromylnn 
>nd.flrn<..a.t .... ho,.._.nd<ll'""'-nim)'""lf 

"'lh<OnUjllyhi<J<,; ... Itfll-ll'=«l.anda\l<lUNc.t< 

\o1lh>m.lCipupon•.lu•·..-.gaLornt...-lunhlt 

"""~ •hcu .._ .and'"''""""' '!t><kn>g up., mr 
E:o~ .... oo!l..,..,t,·luflll'd~1,._.,1l"'h"n ..... -.. 
pb,lht-Qulh-nOny..~..-.otllno.~ln<l 

., .Uir "'"" • pial >nd >U'"C'n" aiW'Oftl:>~ 

Tov.:~td~ the ""<!of thl!o stra~ but fa.<c::in:nin!!- tr.lct. tho.: 
n;<rr.uOf disc~ 'thoit I am fl()( nud ... ht,'(",.u>e I cm Jet mad~ 

~t ple:I5Urc." And "hy the Qu:tkt:.,., aod the hfrh Mooarchi.st.si' ·Be­
Oiw.<:." he gleefully n. .. -._.,.t-, ·of ;Ill1iCCI., they arc the maddc<;t. as I 
could <hew"" "Tb »o ITI;lttcr into "tut ~tupe ~-ou !Kk your ,,..lf 
IJito. so long~~ ~oo hkc }'<lUr self: ~n irrilawd Edw;~rd Stok"" lud 
told rhc: manipulau•·c. ~nungly C\"Cr·pnforming \Xdbc in 1651 
(45). b.cinatmglr. A l.asii"II-Aimmwckturn~ into a ~-..lehr.ltion of 
~n indl\ idu~l s ~bilrty to adop different JlCf>Ofl;lhllc~- ThLS _o;on cl 
~cting trJru.c~-n<.ls the bound;uje,. of a merely ph)"SIC'Jl perform· 
Jn(·e. 1,K' narrJtor's c!:tml.~ L'Crily crho ~oke.·~ "·onls of nt."'rl}· a 
dn.:~ e:ulit'r. ·1 cm tran~pt"6C Jnd meramorphosc- m}· mind into 



more then thirty shapo.:s or hah1ts." \\'as he, then, re-ally an d(1()r 
who "could acr any p;~rt on th.: dcv~·, Slage." who uau.:all)· made 
the wori<L'i d WiiL<ihirc. London ~nd KingSton hi.• r;~t hcr boundless 
swge. for<:in~ his incrca~ingly outrC and dclil,.,r.m:ly shocking pcr­
form:mces on an unsu~pecting puhli<;) Who knows. for with this 
ultimate .. .._, of eiUSIVCr>eJo.~, Thomas Webbe b•d~ us farewell 

Thepari•hregiSter.;ofSt.,\bry"s.l<llllbo,_""!.h,rcrordthehuriod 
of a Thont•s Wehhon 4 Octohcr 1665----Jtthe heigl11 of the plague.'ti 

John Organ quarrcllo.:d with hi.~ mistr.:..s and n:turned home 
to his father, wife. and children at Ca51k- Combe, his reputanon in 
nuns." In the spring of 1651, he m:mag•:·d tu.:nchJnt Ehnor HuggitL•, 
a young widow hi.-. father had taken in as a lodger durill)( his 
absen~. Th<-1' engaged in ,_relligious di.o.a)Urscs." and F.linor. much 
10 the diSlike of hi.• wary father, ddight<-...1 in John s c._'()Urt('()US com­
p;my until he declared hi~ love 10 her and prcs.>t.'tl her to elope 10 
Holland with him. When she declined. he thrcatenL.,;I ~uicide. Dis­
pbyinga mispbco.d fbirfor melodramatic gesture-". he at one time 
001 only voK ... ..J the 1hough1 of killing his f~ther. but also wielded u 
knife in from of the horrified wonun. "holding i11o hi.> breaM" :tn<.l 
cl;!iming"ytll<:eooul<.la5will\nglylhruSill in.&lcttouthish.::;•n­
blood, as K"CChc ~ nan denial from her." 1\a surpn.,tngly. a thor­
oughly allenat<-'d :.nd frighten,_.,;! Flinor Hu~ins tumc._..J to the ju~­
tlccsoftheJ>ea<:cforhclp."-' 

"lnndon Mo.•uup~il.:tn Mho"-"· W,lll '001. P>rt_'-h lk"lt'-~ nf"' ~illy-A. 1_..,.. 
hcth. Th" n~.,., ll'd~"-" "'"-' ,..,.,) ;.; 1-.y tile 1\m~ •1 tile ll!llC rL h;s Jo.•• ih 
I'&'RO, Pml> 4/71.1~, TI•""-'·' Wd~><: <~ l_.mbo.1.h. /:6 OciObcr \66~) 
.. Sookrs_WthU>I"'II<m/11,? 
·~Al.IIOD65tl(in:•tiWI!;.n(IJwWd~Q<urt<...-:.e--.n-., Truut)'\6~1) 

\Ob. !6, l~.l~l.OnfonnatlunnffJo......-llu~""bcfon,(~h)'C~r>dVOIII'"'m 
'iln<c, 10 Ju"" t65l. Or!!'" I< ~nl•:d .- • dud•><:r. 1"1-..· ~n.-.1• r~gi>t~rs nf 
C..>!leCun~"'arr.,k:ntcon)nllnOtg;on Anln<rn.-.,j"'!!<"nt:yr...:<...U.the biJn;,oltL 
'""'h~,,.u._..oi.John.•ont1AUI(U""I679"jno.()Qcan.~ujlhlnf""-'.""--.• 
bunrd un U A~ I~P lllltO 22}< 1. C.>llo: 0 .......... 1"4rn.ll 1\qtiSief, ~~~ 

1691). U.., Sl-tu~hk·rfortl "-""""<:lion L• onm~uins dt"' !<.> lk!lf)' Wh ile• "-">o<lc:ntc 
lhcn:.Couldltl><:lil>lllcn:yWhilc!'I'!IICn.-.J•w<><lftol\\'d>he·, okl•dheR-nO> 
atQund hlm In lhb -;«\udo.-.J h:.imla? I h:.i•·e rn ~ lound any ~odt."""" 1fta1 
lionryW"ho!carJnhnO!pn'""""''""Q<u~thou""-onr:ollk.""')'srd.ol,.._, 
<..Uinly!Jtt-..,.... • Fno:nd. ,-..., Organ•<LC.>II<: C.oml"' ""'" 1 n<-.nconft~n~>l 
l'amlly.OnZZJuly t672."th.,n.ous.,,,[J•"""'Orwl''''''"'"""'ll'>l"n~l••• l'n:• 
r.,,<riln -lng-hou .... On jl July [(>If}, J>n"-"' ~n dulln<-r, •pplieo.l r.~ • 
t ........ fortn.l>lrno-D.andk.""<,ll'II<Jbm.o.-•yt.llaust:Cnrtjlcttinl~j\M\), 
.-d\(9) l'o<-llwi6Sta,.-,-"<'<'al<n\OO,Al·IIO.Tll>~tfoi11J 



F.dward S{ol<cs join<.'d thcQ"akers lie entenain<.-d Froncl~ 
Howgill. F..dw:ml Durmugh,,JohUC11ll.m,John A"dbnd and(~ 
Fox at his house in the mid-16SOsand A!cundcr Parker in 1660 
~le rush<.'d to !'ox 5 ddcncc at the Qu~ncr ScSSt<>ns ~t .~brlborough 

on 7 Octob.:r !6%. where the laucr had gone ;~ftcr ~ visu to Henry 
'X'iute's Sl:wghtcrford." Acrording to Howg~l ~nrl !lurrough.'>. SIOkt'S 
"hadhcncAJo(TCatnnlinnbt&aTc:H:he-r.andh;<dnutnmaii."After 
hb conver.ton to Qu~kcr~•m.llx:) found him ·broken ~5 A chtld. 
And ht, "ife"-Eli~bcth-"wuuld ruxc laid all ;HI ()llr fcctl]sid 
And hec sent his m:<n & hONeS 15 miles alone !sic] ()llr jomt:y. '"'­
John Audbnd C'.JIIcd Stokes ·a "'-*"'• wis.: man", impettably hoP­
~_,~ far cry from the crs~:whilc <.ump:mion-in-mockcry of Tho­
nlasWcl>be.OfStol<e..'shospitahlchome.Audland"'TOie'lknow 
nut such another pbce in all tltl' Count.,n_·y·•• Stokes di<.-d, aged 
about ')(),on 31 October 1667, and hcs burk-d in SI. Nid1<~asCh.1pc-l, 
Tytherton Luca,, where a plaque ~till commcmor:nc~ his life ... 

Andlhe\illagc?ln 16')(l,thebcncficeat!..angley 1\urrellhad 
lx:('n wonh .1:.100 pt.-rannum, which would have mJdc it the richest 

''Fno._"'"kk>lk.....,lih<>.I)'.Lon<ll>ol,,,,,.nhmrJ<t".\l'l.fol. lllltW•111'rdnnenok> 
M><g;Uc1 Fdl. 4 0<~ IMfi) and}, fUI IH (Akx.ondt•r l'•rkt•r 11> C...lf)l<· Frnt, 
]U"" t6ffll. C.ton MS~- fols. I~ lfnfl<'il, fio'<o,·~.U >ntl EJ"~nl !ltJ<rt>Uj(l>.< I<> 
~I•~W"-"I-dl,t6'!4!16SU""-*-<"'M•nmtrrintlk:''Oi<'tionoO)<>fQit:~k.-rll"'ll 
r•f'ht'll)'I,.,.,Tlf'l, Fr>en<lsii<>II"'Ubr-.<ry! s.. ... ot.o'i.nlllh. Fux .. jvunuoJlJJ6...~ 
,.(~l<>ol \IS .1. lt~•- 1\16, 11111 
"J<~~t~A...U.nd. und..«-.lld< .. IO~ Pru..,-, Clwk.,.U.:-.Ioc. Tbo.·~""l«!mll><: 
Vm<o. "~ S..~m Thti!Sjurttr<J/murmA•'JI'~<flll!lll. _lnlftl. ll.ond<01, 16981 3ff>­
"'l!. ,,_,~,_,lu~l·rrut~~,-ro '''""u''il '\ld"""-··su .. pdln• ho,.,.,th.o,"••<.Jktl 
~""-'-" ~>m> IIIIUI tht: IJ!t• TW~n<io1h ('<:ntury. wh<-n • "'"'"' ~ ~·,...rri<J 
ll<ou...,Curlou.<Jy.•n~mc~lernh<>U."OI'I>C'-'"'d"-'""'""'!i"'<olo.e>-l•m 
w"ef...ti<>DrCI>ri.••>pho..,K<-.,.!ormf.,rm•uon""theho..o.Ol"Yoll)th•·nnnt.uu.• 
.. l"h<:.•Jl\J.II mr>nUll"-'nt lo.<>nthc>~><tha>llol>hcnt><th>o;Jo;o.f.-.medt>)',.m~ .. , 
pbqoo"<ln rt""'>""Y<>f'lt>i<'-"'> f"'hcrTI~>nl.i•.!ndhL> ""'At>,ohn I15IUIOS 
rt!pmduo:\"donJI<MUtrl<'frliJ//rl>rrl/lfMII</~-~~I<bm•-AIIF.diii<»J. IIIF<KUmlk.<f 
""""""~!l<dl.uc'1J"""""''I!o·Cuurlfl·<f~oltlfll, I1J·SfrTbormilsl1>11/{'f'$. 1/iJl, 
<~I Pt~c~ 'i><rloc~ (Tn>•hr~ 11.-ol!>ho"' llt.""C<>n.l ~"'""Y· 10001 12_ "!1>< 'gt' w•·cn 
"''118'-"'-'''"'"""e'"""l"'"'inl(>tl."'ho.-w.»'WII.-..cl.&""'-"<lk>he<hut)'->i:>;on 
)q1l~>rrtto'it (Swh.,., \nllsbi.-.Rl:ml~ll "'-*'""-'"oiJ"InJ>RO. J>mbll _1:!6, 
fnb(r';...{,-,,.hlnJiin"'-""diOtlllfl""'•''"'"'-"<tit.-..l•Qu:olt.,.,l>ulhotbdlel>t' 
ln><n>«ion••ul>t'bwio.-.l·in•""""~"'-'<k.""""""'"'"-'< ""hou'l"'li""IXInlJ>e 
orpoposlt<~'f<'rnony"Guri()u.ol).OO"-"cl""'"'''"'-""'"fh-"'"ill•nd<I\JS<...,nfhi.-; 
d.otJjlh<ff• Ltti1C"f1t'l><~ "''-' lk-nry ll1tioe'•mu<in.intl ~lht'"k»c-.1 Fft"inti1,.._-J 
"Thorn:!• ""'"" <rlO\orr..-nlmn." Qu:ok~• ond "'UcUur ~>"hum Hnuy hbn:odl 
t~lrh.l.~ -Fnrh.-1.<,.-.-bt~h~ f-'r<t-""'fun"--e'fJ>RO. l'rob 11 j()l.. fut _1_111 



benefice ln thcChippcnham :lrca." prolxlb lybcc;uJ,o;e il w;~>:J!,..o 

the one most :tbundmt in woodland ... By the c:trly \ 7{)0s it~ v:~lue 
h~d f311m to ~ ITIO.'rc .L';O. perhaps p:trtly bt.'(_":JUse Wcbbc not only 
C'lluscd ~pimu~l 300 S('XUal h3\'0C in the parish, bu1 also .,.,riously 
dep!Cic"<l i!.'llimbrr supplies.•· The new rt'<.1ur to brcntrul>l~'l.l whh 
this ~lmo:;t t~lcs.s )!kbe "~'~Henry M~s..-;,1', whom W.:bh•c had 
denou[I(_"C'd as a protCg<' of Stokes.'" If so, the11 the laner's ~hokc 
pi'OI'c<i no wi.o;er th.m H~Cfll)' White's had bt."Cn 

M:IN;C)''S incumbency m:l)' ha\'C been ]('!iS nOloriou~ th~n 

\'fcbbe's, hur it wa), it seem.<. no less tumultuous and di\'iSi,·e 
Massey'snan1C~Pt,.,arsinthercoorJsoftheWilt>.hireQuanerSc5-

sions virtually fmm his arriv:1l onw;uJs."' In the .,ummer of 1654. 
twenty-two of his pari.shioncr. ,;gned a ccnrlk:ne cL~iming thal 
~b55C)' had bt.'l:n ·grossly a!Ju. .... 'tl in his good nJme, hy some JX."'­
ple which h.a,·e no hones! n:pt>rt!i, but scand!loo.~~ in life. talc b:ar­
t'll"--quit.: pos.,ihly \lcbbc'~uld adhcrcnts . .\b ......... "Y"'<Is.lus sur>­
portcrs claimed, ":1 m.an of J J.!Odly conversatiOn. and not gw.:n to 
drunkenm:s.' or 01hcr notork)U~ vkes,• but ·:m .Jbl[c) pr.:acher, apt 
to teach )'t> gospel!_ & re-Jdy 10 Mood workes, & one b)1hfullto !his 
Commonweal!h "' Hisl.orir:il C\'idcncc, hOWC'\'CT, .'>U8gCSl$ Olhcr­
WISe.ln 16')') M.t"'><!y'swifc. luo }'tM.mgerbrOiht:r, his m.1id ~nd a 
gues~ "fell upon" and be~t up Jhc tirhingm.1n·_., deputy who h~d 
Clllled ~t the n:~1ury to exc.:ut<: ~ w":Jrrom ~g;tin~t 1he qu:>rrclsonlt.' 
p:!rM>n." 11a1' then sued him fm theft.-' Curiously. the astonish~'~.! 
•·ictim of this affroy w~s MJ"'><')'·s former mcmor Charles Aland, 

~ \ll~L'i loJ~"" 1~9. fok 1'\'Jff. "-'C al"' eJ. ~~~hnl!l<><>. 1bt: Olurd• "'".,..'Y 
01 Wi~, !(#)..~'(M. Wi/tsblrrtA•d~~lwlwu/Nw"mJ lli>M)'.II<OR<•­
z1..,41(192B-1922tt-_'\9-}(Ungleyllum:m ll)."""f"f"""'·Onpp._-nlumll."'lf 
•·u.-dzcnly-'6t3>4U,wllhll.<l'ill:llt>ero_.r .. .,.,I~Wc.,,..Jcd~•LtO 
I""'""""""C..'C"'Ct><DI>e"'':l.'r~Jn!•JJbl\lil'l~t .. n"'J""'"'-' ·159. f<:>b t¥)111 
-._~ lf'lll>bi,..JIJIIII~~ 

''WRO,II!I:z7..ot·t,S..~hll"#<l•Nvllll<l<'ltm.obl<•iiSCl'Dlf9·l;>tol<e<, \0/t>b/n• 
IIII.US4,SS 
-'>II>Us,IJ1illb1rt"Rtllll63 
•'«'WJIO,AlltO.Itt6'5l,loi69.MtbHfol n,HtbHfol 1_~.[16';~.~<1.• ll, 
61.62,63, 21H. l41:1. T\6~5. fol Ill! 
"WlOAI'IlO,IIil;uyl65oi,fol. l_~.~\!l<)prmte.llnfll'l<)n;:>t~po<(.:com­
_,..,14'pon 001 _lf<'.,WCrl/11$ 1>1 HII'IQI<S W/k"Ct/wls (l.o<><lo<lc l'nnlc'tl fO< lli• 
'l.t!"<4y'oSWklno.."')'OITk:c,l91JI)lt2Jl 
''n()AI/110, 1::16'51. fol 63, TIM~. fol IIR 
'YJOAli\IO.EI6'51.fols.218,H8 



whom \I:Cbbe had once accused of mmplicity with '>tokc~, anU 
who, twcl•·c p,-ars later, would st~ml .t<:cuscd of planninl! an anti­
toyJ.li....t rl~ing in WilL~hire."' 

\bsscy's ca~r did not sur.-.v~ the fra~J.S. In the sununo.-r of 
1655 11tonus MaSie,..., \lA, ''':IS admiu<•d to th~ bcncf.._-.,_'• Th~ 
period of imrusioM wa~ owr. Norm.1lcy returned tO l.:tnF;Icy Burrcll 
Mastcrsstay<-xl umilthc ~cs.tor-dtion 

''"'-okc•, 1BIIsbln>Hmu6.1 In t667.At..rkl, • -jtn>>tf.tNtk." f<lltr>dhimsdfln 

pa<on., \t.trll~~<<>Ujth f< >r <Id•- An intea'e(Mc'<i ""''"to h\0 ei.,Jt," "-"'J•me<t 
'''"'"~k'<i<k'l.>il•ol•n•rmo.'<i<~C)' "'""''would •Nlh.:t•~ in••~•-edAI•od• 
·.a <k>r fn....uo.· <~>lon.;-IJ ~ a. ... llht ol tiJ<, Abnd•""' h'~"lt •• m, J>..•n <>I 
repuhl11•n;oo.111'11yin'l>oll.>lt"" -n...At..no..lou>Ukld.."-o~ndu~no.~uf\-'f'<'l"' If 
""''"'"'-''"punl<hnl.tt "' .._...,'<l>l>lish~"'IJIIII'Yofth<-Cn"'·n tlw"'"""'tl"' 
""'-''' ><1<>1"i in tht- 1101'11<.1 lnWI'·"'~ of the \;<tt• Ktn~t • munlo.'f' IC<~ J ~ tu 
s._,_.,._•t.uy Willo.tn\Sot'l. L>r-•t'-'~•·, Z N:l>nm')'li>67, "-'pro<luc.,cl In manu><:rlp!ln 
J•<k-'•>n.Wilt>hireCullec!~.fol70l 

"' "'~"_....._,~l>ef<Ul6July1M~--IIRO.Ati10Tl6'i~./oi._IUI 
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