ON GOING TO THE WARS
An Ode to my Wife

Ricrarp MiLes

s gay in gas and mud
I\nd be mpdnlhunpd but by blood,

ile lips that know your lips will turn
Uneasily to hariot wor
And war, it's true, fouls both the flesh
\mumuus and the flesh it slays.

0 that he may stare
Blue-eynd into Canadian air
Unhaunted by the charnel birds
That drop their excrement of death.

1 march that he may learn from grass
And rose what we have missed, the pass
To quiet life, and never set,

The rendezvous my father met

that we may breast
Agam Lhz Dorset Downs in zest,
And walk the Kentish lanes where T
Bogan a larger life in knowing

Crutch or whitened eane, my doom
ill yet hnva helped to hold m bloom
Old English orchards, and Can;

\lrmng barns and snowed
By pamarned death.
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so rash
o seck to rank with men who saved
Your English father from a
e o o bont aad. shived
Because his mother was a Jew
Who starved last year in Lodz? And you—
My dear, Ill not survive to see
You bricked within a ghetto slum
In Canada by
1 pledge that if by chance T flo
The blundering malice of the guns,
T'll stand by those who strive to chart
A world where peace is everyone's.
A peaco that does not rot the heart
Wath hunger, fear, and hopeless hate,
st the cunning wheels nor still
Tho subtle fingors, peace tha
Unlock to every man the gate
To all the leaping joys his hand
Creates. For 1o less prize | stand.

And now, my dear, since we may yet
Delight in leaf uncrinkling, and

In maple woods the violot,

Then let us from the patient land
Takostrength, nor fai o sharo Lhe charmed
Routine of stars, or trysting

With common thinge, with everung warmed
By music, food, and love, and slee

For present solace these, but for
Our hope we've nowhere else to look
Except into our

The human will to love an
For one face mire
A seore will signal us each

The sun unquenched b s

Across the tundra of our dread
‘We must beat on, windbitten, to
The unseen cabin’s ight, and through
The glooming western firwoods {hread,
In hope t9 pass tho peaks

Vin'the wide sundrenched Pacific-



