
ON GOING TO THE WARS 
An Ode to my Wife 

Ih(:IIUIDMII.F.I 

1 do not go. III)' dear, IO l torm 
The praif'l' of meu: Ihil ulllf(lnn 

~~d b!li~~i~~'b!:'h;n~':j.d 
Whi~ liplllilat knOW' )ourll""wlilturo 
l'u('uily to harlot ,,·onn. 
And ... ar, it'. true. faula both thelleilh 
\'M:tonoll.andthellt .. bitllaYI. 

Yft mUlt WP play lh" bM.t .tm.h 
:g;tle~~i~~p~t~~~\:l ~~7drl~':k~~ to ('rUG 
orn.cb,Durfriendathe foe. 
Itoo.lf" .... y, .. 'ra".i1u ..... : 
SOthatourlOll ... ·hOc\lrL.wlIhlll 
The .. 'omb,may,,'aJ.:llwhril:hl.o'reutb, 
lmuatnotlhrinkfrom\p\'inlil:hirth 
Tode.th. 

I gu I.h,t he may ltaro 
Blup..eyed inloCalWliana,r 
lTnhrountedby theehamclbinh 
That drop theire:<erom"'nt of death. 
I IJO Ihuhe may draw ffM breath 
TOI,_kthllmhaud&llelelltwonlJ 
WeUMI,and ,pell from bookl unburnoo, 
Aod tfaehen 1101 from truCIle. turned. 

i:::i~t~~~~e..:~~~~~ t~1I&I 
To quiet lite, and nll'-erlClt 
Therendenou.my f.lhe.md 
10 "lin. 

'gotha,weDU.ybl'('l.oIt 

!!d'~·!fk t~K;n~J:J:n~1 ~~re I 
I~aa.t.!'f'e"rlifeinlmo,,·ing 
You. Yetilfromll'l'tblll( sky 
I win rt'pricw, bllt by tho Ilow;ni!" 
C.utcbor",h;lened~ao@. IP.vdoom 

~jl ~~@:liB~:~t~lm ~~d hc~~'i!oon' 
WoodJunae.rr1!dbYltetl,Ac.diad 
And CoIl11Dbil.ll.rootl Ullawfpt 
By bmn. My motber ",ill be kept 
!<'rom Itumblingdown&prairieroad 
Illumed by bll l"lLin« bvna r.nd mowed 
By p.U.crneddeaUl. 
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II i1.o "",h 
To_ktorank .. itbmen ... hOfl, .... «i 
lourio:nlli4hr .. lh~fn)maluh 
In IAndoo ~I""'I~. aDd l/(,nl hl'ad lhaved 
Jl<.<. .. u~hi.omo\her"·a.laJ(' .. 
WilQlltar'NIIUlvearini.odz1 J\ndyou­
!\I~·dI'ltr.l'llnot·luninto_ 
You "'ri~k.'<I .,i\hi" II. II:h~\10 _Ium 
In l'lI.wlilaby bootooecum. 
I plrdlo:elha.tirbychlUl~lf\oo 
Th~ bluu<i['ring mali"" or th~ Jl'un~, 
!'ll Itaud by Ih ....... ho Itrhc 10 chart 
A world where peacc i.enr)'on.'·'. 
A 1'''- Ih .. 1 d08 not rot th. bean 
W,thhu"K"r.f ...... andbopeiMItuu~, 
NorruJttbll~unnine .. ·b~J.nor'lt.ll 
Th,ubtlel'lngera. P"'I'f'that'lrill 
UniO('k to p"r7 man th" ~t" 
To .. llth"lcapmgjoy,hllhand 
Cru.\eI. Fornot...priuI ItaDd. 

t'orpre.cotllOl_th"",.butfor 
Ourbope ... e·v"nowh~",,,ile to look 

~~ee~t ~o::d'&~~~~~:"ar 
Upon thl'!M'Ople',Oesb hlleve. 
P,,,,hoo the bum .... Man', ende.vour, 
Th"human,,'iIItolo"eand Lnllh. 
)'orooe faee mired in b...,k uuruth 
AtIlQI'ewilloig:nalw.elChday 
Thelun unquencbed witbinoll.clay. 

ACfQIIII th~ tundra of our dread 
W"mu.tbcaton ..... indbiltco.1.0 
TheunlOOli c"lnn', Jig-ht,and tbrough 
Theglooming .... ""I .. mll""oodlth~, 
inbopelopW!8tbcpcaki1.crriflo, 
And ,,';0 the .. ideluodreoched Paeifie_ 


