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RUDENESS.

In the last part of a previous article I endeavoured to
show from examples in history that rudeness is no advantage
even to a soldier ; that when ‘war lifts his Lorrid front,
gnashes loud his iron fangs and shakes his crest of bmsthng
bayonets,” men of humanity and refineinent have been the
most ready at duty’s call to

*‘imitate the action of the tiger;
Stiffen the sinews, summon up the blood.” _

Nova Seotians are lovers of peace, who see nothing attract-
ive in the profession of arms. They look on Hannibal and
Belisarius as not extreme instances of the fate of military
geniuses. When they think soberly of “ the littie Corporal ”
who drove war's chariot over groaning empires, the horses
prancing in red puddles, the wheels tearing through human
flesh ; his great brain pressed, during the 'weary toil of a life-
battle, by the heavy galling crown ambition gave him ; they
rather pity than envy the scourge of Modern Europe, seeing
he wrecked happiness and soul together only to win a rock
on which his angry thoughts might gnaw out his own life,
But if they were threatened with danger that could not
otherwise be met, these peaceful inclinations would get the
go-by, and the class distinguished by propriety and modera-
tion (not the yaunting and arrogant) would show; that in our
Province are hearts as brave as ever “ burst the buckles on
a manly breast,” arms strongly nerved as ever drove the
lance of chivalry, and eyes defiant as ever flashed back scorn
on Scottish heath or in a baron's hall.

Of course, stern bearing and bloody brawls are no longer
commended ; yet co is as much required as ever,
Unswerving resolution, and fortitude to bear the worst, must
always attend those who venture to lead in any uupopular
path of duty. ‘' Buf then, haughty incivility and insulting

e, are as far from these qualities as “ Limbo is from
gml " Firmness of the highest type is entirely com,patxble
with the gentler accomplishments of our time. It 1s nob
best to place most reliance in the spirit of. a man who always
has a pipe or a curse in his mouth. It is not a rule that
persons of tagte in dress have a tendency to value a faultless
attire above a stainless chamcter.

"All know how &, thieyish, cur will wander, fmm home, | in
steal-on a flock of fowls, make a great, show of his tecth, and
proudly trot off to a corner, carrying a maxrow. bone and a
merry: L\l but jusk then, catehing a glimpse of: the roused
mastiff, he. sudd nly, drops. bath, and reaches away. for his
own yard as if his life were w
people, in their behaviour to others, act in & mﬂq
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trick, they raise such a laugh as would stir envy in the
breast of a goblin. This rudeness may be only occasional
and indulged without thinking ; but, when it is allowed to
settle into a habit, cruelty to the powerless is the distin-
guisking mark of a coward. I am far from saying that yeu
should never annoy any one. If I become intoxicated with
pride, look down upon the jostling crowd with mingled
contempt and fear, bottling up fastidious resentments against
all who presume to come in contact with “our” importance,
it would be positive unkindness not to correct me. Generally,
however, we may not be rude unless we wculd shun applaase
as darkness avoids the sun.

Before a man can benefit society, he must have influence ; -
ere he can exert influence for good, people must consider him
a friend ; men select their friends from those who respect
their rights, and to be treated with civility 1s a 'right.
Manners have been called ¢ letters of recommendation,” and
they are read by all, even against the bearer's wishes. All
know the lasting nature of first impressions ; and how often
does an act of rudeness fix on a stranger an unfavorable
opinion that nothing can entirely efface.

Among professional men downright roughness hag proved
the rock on which many a forfune split. ‘A physician may
have rare knowledge and judgment, but if the sick child has
feared his bluntness and thinks that in his breast is no
“ milk of human kindness,” he will be left in his office many
a time to study, when he would prefer to practice, The
doctor must understand how love detects and magnifies every
trace of indifference in tone or act, as well as eyery solicitous
attention, before he can see how mdeness will, if . indulged,
continually push itself between him and success, A lawyer
may be possessed of great acuteness and of convincing
eloquence, a clergyman may have a cultivated intellect and a
large heart, but if they would find full exercise for, their
powers,—-lf they would not shut doors of usefulness in their
own faces, their manners must be inviting. ') On  great
occasions the spirit of the moment may, and will, break
through all restraint and act its independent self ; but then
such times seldom come, while every day affords opportumtms
for the exercise of that easy grace so important as a means.of
gaining the favor of others. A man may be great and loved

in spite of rudencss, as he may though wanting in education,
but not to the highest extent, for ng talents or attaipments
can excuse any one for trampling on-civility. |y trese

Rudeness not. only affects onr prospects of influence an.d
activity, bub it diminishes our own comfort. ‘To get the
greatest amount of enjoyment, out of, life, we, must draw
largely upon the pleasures of others, and  before this. Mk’
done we must be in sympathy with tbem and they with us.

In llt.erary works; too; polish.is at s, premium,
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correct ‘estimate, the demand afterwards :

this ’?@5" b 18 entin ortioned to his opportunities
for cultare.  Look ‘at'the situation, A young man “with:
hay-se \m b% coat comes to the city, takes up his abode
among: tﬁb gray garrels of Argyle or in lonely: 8 out 1

on Xiockman, crouches in silence over a table from folr 't
ten hours a day, shuffles into class and again sits in muteness,
rarely mixes in society, and if by a law of animal magnetism
he is brought near a lady in company, so novel is the situa-
tion that he is likely to criticise heér beanty and figure in
language somewhere between that of an artistic painter and
a horse jockey. After a few terms of seclusion he graduates,
and is expected, not omnly in scholarly attainments, butin
affability, to be as near perfection as.human nature is suﬁ'ered
to approach. The standard is high, but he must attempt to
fill his prominent place as becomes a professional man. If
he fails, he may bid “a long farewell to all his greatness.”
If he does not'embrace the bosom of society with the wooing
tenderness she imagined she had a right to expeet, she will
shrink from his touch, shake her sancy head in disapproval
and frown upon his vulgar indecorum ; while her scornfal
lip scarce keeps back the burning story of her wrongs, till
with a graceful sweep of her little white hand, she consigns
her rude tormenter to oblivion. w.

“THERE BE LAND RATS, AND WATER RATS.”

When Grainger’s poem on the “ Sugar-cane” was read at
the house of Sir Joshua Reynolds, the listeners boisterously
applauded the. paragraph commencing.

*‘ Now, muse, let’s sing of rats.”

If deemed too mean a topic for the poet, it is nevertheless
an interesting subject to the naturalist, and an anxious one
to 'the farmer; the former poetically calling them  the
“ whiskered vermin race,” the latter applying more passionate

epithets.

‘Though we careleasly take it for granted, that the
“whiskered vermin race” are numerous, we, in our cold
country, form but a faint idea of their incredible number,
till we read such statements, as that, in Jamaica, they destroy
one-twentieth of the entire sugar crop, or, that in one
plantation over 30,000 were killed in a single year.

However, it is intended to narrate their doings and give
an ‘outline of their history, in Great Britain. . There are two
distinet species of land rats in England, the black and the
brown. The delicate black rat, it is supposed, crossed over-
to the country at the time of the Norman Invaston, in fact,
on board the Norman Squadron, and ook ion of the
unoccapied territory. ' The introduction of his hardier brown
brother is' related by Mr. Waterton, as follows : “ Though I
am not aware that there ‘are any minutes in the Zoological
Archives of this country, ‘which pdint us to the precise time

‘at which ' this msatmﬂe and mischievous little brute first
appeared among Mllthehuctrad;ﬁoﬂmtfnthu
f:ﬂ of the ooﬁntry, (Yorkshire) that it actually came over

the a!he ship which conveyed the new dynasty to these

was always positive oﬁ%lni’ t, and he" muﬂiﬂuh
firmly tha it did mmpun# wop%m o of Hatiover”in'its

ion from (Yermany to
: ' M&th"ﬁohﬁem

lcuprad by its smaller relatives. Placo m N m’ber of

each in a cage, and $he morning will miss ? blacks, if no
other food Lias been within reach ; even if there is & su
fluous supply, their long delicate ears will invariably have
been eaten by the gourmands. Nearly every ship which
leaves port has on board a number of these quadrupedal pass-
engers. .Thus they become extensive travellers, and doubtless
many a hoary wanderer has circumnavigated the  globe
oftener than Captain Cook. When this species and the
genuine ship-rat happen to be on board the same vessel they
form colonies at opposite extremities, or when a warehouse
is their chosen abode, the latter will be found nearcst the
water, while the former dwell farther inland.

As long as water is accessible and a cargo in the hold, the
rat is secure ; when care is taken to keep water out of his
reach, he resorts o curious expedients to obtain it. On a
rainy mght he comes on deck and will even ascend the rig-
ging to sip the water lodged in the folds of the sails. As a
last resort, (how different from man !) he will attack the
spmt—casks and get so drunk, that he cannot walk home.
In public houses his land-fnﬁnd will, in like nanner, attack

convivial. We all know their partiality for pipes containing
running water and their astonishment when they receive a

sert at the first opportanity, passing along the mooring rope
in Indian file. When this mode of escape is mot possible
they hesitate to commit their bodies to the water no more
than does a good swimmer. The hawser not only enables
the starving wretches to escape, but also furnishes a passage
for those, which unconscions of the slender fare on board the
ship, embark for a voyage. Te prevent this, the sailors
stuff up the hawse-pipes or pass the rope through a broom,
the twigs of which form an effectual barrier. When a small
island mhabtted by breeding birds is touched to obtain water,
some of the rats find a way to the shore, annoy by robbing
the nests, and ultimately drive away the feathered inhabitants.

Many persons in London make a living by hunting rats
in the sewers, recei a suitable compensation from those
who use the rats for sporting purposes. Several of these
persons arrange to meet at a particular locality, whither
having driven the rdts, they can easily seeure them. Aecord-
ingly each person, with a lighted candle, a bag, and spade
and sieve for examining any rubbish which may contain an
article of value, wends his way to the spot, driving before
him the rats. Having thus circumvented they catch them
by the back of the neck, and throw them into the bag

The officers in chuge of the sewersin the larger cities of
France, occasionally hold a hunting match’ for the purpose
of destroying these destroyers of the brickwork. There, in-
steadofbmngoommlthdtothohrﬂm‘ mercies of a terrier,
a8 in and, these scavengers with whole jackets are
bought up by a company, between which and the Hudson’s
Bay company some one may see an evidént though perhaps
not very lofty analogy. They use the skin to make the
thurbs of the finest kid gloves, it being preferable to the
ﬁmﬁm nhshon aodo\mt oﬂhe OWW ‘and elubneaa“of
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. Jjoined and helped the first mentioned to bring crumbs of

lead pipes oonveymi liquor to the tapa, and become equally '

liquid punishment. If water is scarce, the ship-rat will de- -

-thoughts of your own and a standard to rise up to, and,

qle!gym wal]m}g oqt(m some meadows one evenmg, ob-

served a great 1 number of rats migrating from one place to
another. He stood perl'ectly still ‘and the whole assembly
passed close to him.  His, astonishment, however, was great
when he saw amongst the number an old blind rat, which
held a piece of stick at one end in its mouth, while ‘another
had hold of the other end of it, and thus conducted its blind
companion. = A kindred circumstance happened on board
one of the ships of the British Navy. The surgeon’s mate,
lying awake one evening in his berth, noticed a rat enter,
look ecarefully around, and then ret,ire. In a short time it

returned, leading by the ear a companior. A third soon

biscuit, to what was supposed to be their blind parent.
(To be Continued.)

Eovvesponbence.

To the Editors of the *“ Dalhousie Gazette.”

Dear Sirs,—I have read your paper with much interest.
I have pxctured in my mind’s eye the advancing column of
thinkers who are being trained to use their powers in Dal-
housie, and rejoice that every year adds to their number.

Cultivated young men are the true wealth of the country.
Knowledge gives the nation power. I love the young men
who come from their distant homes struggling against the
dlscomfort incident to a narrow purse, and, zealously culti-

the muses on a little oatmeal.

Stick to it my dear fellows, You will be all the better
men that you were not reared in the lap of luxury. Now
suffer a few words of kindly advice. Some of you have a
good many corners—too much angularity about you. Try
and get these rounded off. Don't talk the dictionary all the
time. Put your thoughts into the plainest Saxon. Have

climbing, you will get to it. No doubt as a class, you are
smart fellows,—perhaps far above the average of city youth,—
but be humble ; you do not know nearly so much as you
ought to know, considering your privileges.
Be true, first of all, to yourself, keep your soul plumb,
the truth. Lots of fellows are very economical of the
truth. A little of it goes a long way with them. Pay your
debts ; if you cannot buy a new gown, wear the old one.
If you cannot have a fine coat wear a coarse one. The in-
cubus of debt has kept many a student grovelling in the mud,
when he might have been flying in the air. Be courteous;
kindly speaking costs little. * “Good words cost little, but

are worth much.” Never be witty at the expense of |

others’ feelings, for two are hit when one is struck ; you who
aim the dart, and the one in whose breast you plunge it.
Be hoqunl. A clear conscience and a good digestion will
very much aid you in your walkin life. Don’t think every
pretty girl who smiles at you, hus fallen deeply, despenitely |
in love with you. ' Not at all, my dear fellow, it is Just a

way they have. A
" D.B

9
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“QWMMI held this evening by the ’fExcel-.,

The first on the programme was an original article on Our

Religion”* That the writer belongs to the Temperance

army, is easily deduced from the subject taken to illustrate
the mconsmtency, with the word of God of the lives of men,
whom the churech recognises as Christians. The writer i in
vigorous language showed the inconsistency of tending a bar,
and presiding at religious meetings ; of causing wretchedness
and crime, and praising a good character of degrading man-
kind, and advising a holy life ; of falthfullv serving Satan
durmg the week, and appearing 'at ‘the Lord’s Table on Sun-
day. Reference was also made to the relation of the minister
of religion, to those liquor dealers whom large contributions
to the Church shield from just punishment, and exalt to «
respectable position in society. How the minister, after
preaching an enthusiastic temperance sermon walks home,
arm in arm, with the biggest rumseller in his congregation,
telling him his anxiety to have those unrespected grog shops
in the lower streets put down; and, gives his friend to
understand (though, of course, indirectly, for he feels he
would be inconsistent if he said so plainly) that he connives
at his respectable business. We consider that the subject
was well presented, but think that the double character; and
the relation of its possessor to the clergy, occur in very few
instances.

The essayist, very properly, declared these to be the cha-
racteristics of a fashionable religion, not of *pure religion
and undefiled.”

After several warming readings and recitations, a second

original essay was read on *“ Love of Poetry,” but as we ex-

look for it in another column.
Soon followed an essay on “ Qur Societies,” the master
piece of the evening, if we may judge from the a%glause
with which the essayist was received, and which was boister-
ously repeated at the close of nearly every sentence—elicited,
no doubt, by the mirth-provoking material and the appro-
priate style of reading.
The programme was completed—too soon we all thought ;
votes of thanks passed to committee and essayists ; then,
resolved, that similar meetings be held during the remamder
of the session at intervals of three weeks.
Coming at the time when studies press heaviest, the plea-
sure of the evening, by refreshing our minds and bodies,
gives a powerful stimulus to work for the next three weeks.
If laughter is as healthful as it is said to be, the laughing
done by the Sophs. and Freshmen during the evening, will
balance the loss sustained during the last few days, through
the unfitness of the ground for football.

We hope that such a meeting will be held on the Friday
evening before the Sessional examinations commence, so that

wo all may be refreshed and enabled to appear, not jaded
and worn out, but to the very best advantage during the

subsequent trying days.
Unintentionally, our report has exceeded due bounds, but
‘we would briefly add, that our Debating Society has never,
in the discussions. There were between forty and fifty pre-
is' the case) attend regularly, we cannot  complain, for a

debms. True, a few city. students, others who 530

not always present, yet the thirty regular students
‘the two hours of Friday evening with spéeches from

%‘%T(E
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. Friday evening.

pect it will appear in the GAZETTE, we advise the reader to -

been better sustained than during the present term, The
attendance is large and regular, and a lively interest is taken

seut this evening, and if only between thirty and ‘forty (as

Ahe mpehly:

‘way from the College, and those who live in Eahoﬁfﬁ, ng

‘the hearer receives pleasure and information, nnd t:he !mlhl'
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subject, udshmamb;ﬂﬁmmt ‘eome easily into the

- === | writer's range’ of thought ; and’ this; we maintain, is rarely
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Ong! of 'the most rémarkable pheenomena in the literary
world of ‘late"yéars, has been the growth of college journal:
ism. There are on this Continent little less than four hun-
dred colleges ; and of these scarcely one does not boast its
- representative sheet, while some, support two distinct perio-
dicals. Much ridicule has been poured upon the projectors
of thevarious papers. The letter we published in our last

/{886, from one'of the foundérs of the Gazerrs, will give our
mulem a fair idea of the difficulties under which the initia-

touof conege papershadtooofben to prosecute their under- |

takings. Nor was the opposition and Tidicule from their
fell(m-mdéntt only. In many cases the public journals
amused - themselves by cracking small jokes and spltaful
witticisms at’ the « bwmthngs," “fledglings,” or whatever
other n happened to strike their fancy. In spite of all
thm, college papers have increased and multiplied. From
Nova, Scah.a in the ast to Oregon in the West, the land is
full of them. The question rises, are they of any utility?
Is all this good paper (most of it tinted) and printer's ink
theown away? We think not.  We are unwillitig to believe
that so many of the most talented young men attending’ the
vitions colleges dre squandering timie whiéh sotld be more
: voted to the regular studies of the curricula,
for 80 meewﬂldoombuﬂa lgybofom

mthnﬁutphumﬁnnkth- qonaga mmnuoog afta

nized vacandy in the eutriculds ‘of most colleges. Tho great
deficiency of all tiniversity tradtilng is that almost everytHirig

wm&nd,mmndybe woxllub ‘The most thqcu da
id o 8ét & ky fortrial ‘ose 'nn mt classes;
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long ago, instituted  college debating societies, These have
done, and are doing, good work. But the style of language
produced in a debating society can searcely be anything else
than slip-shod and eolloquial. It wants the finish and cor-
rectness produced by writing with a view to publication,
and by that alone. Therefore eame the institution of college
papers. . They were started- to furnish some means whereby
students desirous of literary excellence might attain that
command of style which comes only by practice on themes
adapted to the writer's powers of thought. True it is that
the great majority of students contribute little_or nothing to
the pages of their paper. That is their own fault, The
paper is there for them. The power of writing elear fluent
English is becoming more and more a necessity every day in
this age of magazines and newspapers, and the fact that not
one graduate in ten possésses this power is becoming evident
in a correspondent ratio. - Those who negleet the opportunity
offered by a college paper are simply throwing away a most
valuable means of self-culture.  That many do throw it away
is much to bé regrotted. They who do avail themselves of
it will never regret having done so,

Again, the college paper occupies, ox should occupy, an
important place with to the world outside of oollo@
 walls. That the interest taken by the world at large in
higher eduecation is increasing, we gladly confess.  But this
interést very often takes an entirely wrong direction ; and
even when the direction is right, it is apt to take very inap-
 propriate modes of shewing itself, owing to its possessors
‘having little or no acquaintance with the practical working
of collegiate institutions. Eduestional papers may do much
to guide public ‘feeling on this point; but these are for ‘the
- most’ part occupied with the concerns of primary odneabmn

and even whep they do pay attention to collegiate matters it
is from anoutsidepoint of view. More than this, any bene-
;ﬂomlm rendered to higher education by outsiders must
oome !rom mn'whohsvo themselves enjoyed the advantages

sollege trdining; and it ‘is indeed raro for any man to
{ 's B :4 i ’ﬁaon in £ 3 th
‘his utterances will cc respect, before” the

mm:ofmm«ihk . Now any one who has paid attention,
te _ : 3  to :eltherbypmondobsemhon,orbymadmgandmpnhg,h
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century, must be aware that all collegiate institutions are in
mprooa- of transformation and reform. Hence the unwis-
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thb case with an ‘ordinary collegmtq essay. - Undengmduaﬁei'
are generally sensible of this, and to meet the want . have, -

e A e 2

v plaee it is to provide these Hméd!es by appropmte legisla-

tion. Thm.may seem high ground for us to take ; but we
feel that some such indication of co}.legiate quoessltwq is
needful, and such, to the best of our ablht.y, we shall endea-
vor to supply.

Tt is tlot to the outside world only that the Wmhes of the
stndents require to be made known. In most colleges (at
least in all which like our own are not. boarding colleges) there
is a great want' of union and sympathy between professors
and students. A few hours each week 'is all' that they see
of one another. No matter how desirous the former are of
doing everything the latter can reasonably ask for, it is diffi-
cult for them to arrive at any knowledge of the wishes of
those receiving instruction. Theré will always be little
things galling the students, and which might as well be
changed or done away with as not, but which, for want of
information, the professors are unable to remedy—even if
they have an inkling that some change is necessary. These
it is the place of the college paper to make known, either by
editorial comment, or by throwing open its columns to cor-
réspondents. We have the vanity to think that the GazerTE
hag not been wholly valueless in this respect.

And, lastly, it will not be difficult, we think, to'show that
oollege papers contribute their mite 4o aid the progress of
caltme. In this work, it is true, they must compete with
the large and influential literary magazines.  Still the col-
lege paper has certain advantages not enjoyed by any of

these; and reaches a class that would otherwise be entirely

destitute of any ineentive to literary eulture. In the first
place there is the consideration of price. Few papers indeed
give as much reading matter for fifty cents as we do; but |
still the majority of college papers are much lower in price
than the majority of the magazines. The reason, of course, is
that the former are not conducted with any view to profit,
while the latter are. But this is not the chief advantage pos-
ssesed by a college paper. Our remarks here have a particular
reference to our own Province, but we doubt not they will
apply almost equal!y well to our cousins across the border.
Niimbers of students come up to college having scarcely any
idéa why they have come. They have been ‘brought up in
fmmhep where the library was strictly that recommended  to
a lady by Horace Walpolov-—the Bihle and a cookery baok.
Névertheless, persuaded  that acollege education would do |
them incglnulable benefit in some' indefinite manner, they
ham gome o college, ‘There théy find a paper fo which all
are expected to subscribe. What more natural
thlltonnd this home as a letter giving so many bits of in-
formation: regarding a college life.; And’ at home (for have
we w been told by pemons who know?) ‘it is received
dly. It is woloomad ag furnishing so much news about

hat Lidt ','.wrlsi in w.hlch the absent member of the family,
umvin& Jt is condugted, moneover, by his fellow-students.
»tloqht:i) he may someé dny ‘ne dlevated (1) to

séeing | botanical specimen, we ‘are informed that the period in W
kes \theCidﬂo

needle’s eye. Tt is' when piir finencial Secretary informs us
of the number of ‘students who' liave their Grazirrs sent
honie, that we feel most keenly the responsibility attached
to our position—humble though it be. We feel that we too
aré in our place, fighting the great battle with ignorance,
striking our blow upon the barriers that so long have shel-
tered darkness and superstition. Let the paper only be true
to itself and to its cause, let it only advocate the interests of
culture and higher education, and it will net fail of doing
good work in the world.

| We have written. what may seem to many a dull and
heavy article. We felt, however, that a few words on this
subject might not be amiss. There is an opinion prevalent
that college papers serve no other purpose than that ot af:
fording a means whereby the cacoethes seribendi—the itch
for writing, said to afflict the masculine mind in youth—may
be gratified. We have offered these few ideas to shew that
such a belief is unjust and groundless. We are far from
thinking they are all that could be uwrged. Meanwhile, if
what we have said shall induce any persons to look wupon
college papers as something more than boyish amusements,
we shall be more than re-paid for any trouble in eomposing
the above.

TaE other day, as we were idly turning over some .old
exchanges in the Reading Raom, we came across a number
of the New York School Journal, containing Mr. Tomlinson’s
prize oration. We read it over, and the results of that
reading we shall lay before our readers. Before proceeding:
farther we-shall Just rémark that the oration is'most villain-
ously printed. It occupies about a column and a quarter of
an ordinary newspaper, and in that space we counted fifteen
typographical errors! In some places indeed, it requires
considerable thought to see what the author really said,—a
fine exercise, in conjectural emendation. However, we shall
refer to nothing concerning which there can be dny uncer-
tainty.

The oration commences with the assertion that “the
youth of nations, like the youth of man, is romantic.” Ous
youth is chiefly associated with recollections of alternate
spankings and strawberry jam ; and we are of opinion that
nine-tenths of the human race have much the same feminis-
‘cences of that period as ourselves.. ' Mr. Tomlinson, we sup-
- pose, has heard that the figure of comparison plays an impor-
tant part in Rhetoric, and desiring to beautify his compesition
by its use, has chosen a simile which sounded ‘well' witHout
 considering whether there really was any resemblahce be-
‘tween the things compared, A liitle further on the hero
issues. forth to “ pluck the flower of glory from the breast of
‘danger.” This we presume, is a hitherto unknown plant of the
| fungus species. 'We hope Mr. Darwin will not overlook it
.in his forthcoming work on Parasitic Plants. A little be-
fore tho. place where mention is made of this interésting
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were “ gay fountains,” md that-# perfumed air allayed, the
heat of the Southern sun.” ‘'We commend this transforma:
tion to readers of" ‘Milton as & fine example of ¢ darkness
made vmble.” Perhaps the managers of some New, York
theatre might take a hint from it for their mext Christmas
Pantomime, , We are extremely happy that the ¢ splendor
of his valor” was ¢ destined never to fall.” So extraordis
nary a Natural Phaenomenon would certainly have perplexed
savants to this hour. We have heard of splendor fading,
but of its falling we can form no conception. It would
perhaps be somewhat similar to shooting stars or the Aurora
Borealis. For his. wonderful achievements, the Cid  be-
came called the champion.” ~Ordinary Xnglish would
require “ was,” but as this is a prize oration, perhaps we
should look for ewtraordinary language. The Campeador’s
last request was that ‘“as his body had never yet been con-
quered nor put to shame, that in the end /iis might not
befall it,” . The poor little word “this” must here be in a
dilemma, If the foregoing clauses were coupled by
“ and,” its mind would be perfectly at ease. But as the
‘sentence stands, its uncertainty regarding which of the
clauses it should attach itself to must be similar to that.of
an ass placed between two bundles of hay. In conclusion,
we may just notice an extraordinary mania of Mr. Tomlin-
son’s for using obsolete words ; within a few lines we find
“ thereof,” “erst,” and *ere.”

And yet this oration was the one to which Whitelaw
Reed, William Cullen Bryant, and George E. Curtiss awarded
the first prize. We have no reason to doubt it was the best
" of the batch ; but what must the rest have been? We have
criticised it to point out the besetting sins of American
oratory. There is quite enough of such oratory in Congress,
and on various stumps throughout the country. It is really
too bad for men of genius and learning to encourage college
Juniors to perpetrate such balderdash. We are happy to
say that Yale, Harvard and Columbia—the three leading

colleges of the United States—refused to have anything to

do with the Inter-Collegiate Contest. = If our readers remem-
ber, we expressed our disapproval of such a competition be‘
fore it took place, The result has quite equalled our worst
anticipations, We trust no misguided individwal will origi-
nate an oratorical contest on this side of the border.
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TaE m 'of o6 amo.e universal. Tt is hnd
wherever there is civﬂ{ialaon ‘and sometimes when the only
sign of civilization is iteslf. "Froni the song of Moses, first
and finest, all the way down to those lines that appeared .on
the blackboard the o&er .day, there have been certain men
who, by their inborn genius. have shaped our common IF
sions’ into song. ' 'And- what 'a purpose these songs have
served ! To express a purpose is to strengthen 'it; and
poetry appears to ‘be its only expression. The worahxpper
can pour forth his heart’s devotion only in a lofty hympn.
The patriot gives vent to his feelmgs in a stirring war-ode.
And the lover, mghmg like furnace, has a woeful ballad
made to his mistress’ eyebrow. There is andther kind of
passion which finds its expression in what is peculiarly
poetry.. There is the erratic child of fancy, who seems to be
in sympathy with all nature, animate or inanimate, hideous
or beautiful. He hears music in the murmurs of the waves,

 overwhelming sorrow in the sighing of the winds, or joy

that can only be dreamed of, in the laughing of the waters.
He thinks that the moon is “weary of climbing heaven,” or
that the little brook is hasting away, anxious to get to a big
river, as soon as possible. And when he talks to them, he
must use the language of poetry; for do they not talk
poetry to him? For such as he were written Tennyson’s
“ Farewell to the brook,” Poe’s *Song of the Bells,” and a
thousand others like them,

It is pleasant and profitable t0o, to sympathise vnth all
theae various passions, even although we may not be the
subjects of them ourselves ; and this we can do by reading
their poetry. That this 'is beneficial, we can prove by
many and weighty atguments, but we forbear, because no
one ever pretends to deny it. The.important question: is,
how shall we make it most beneficial to ourselves? How
shall we make the best use of , o our own advantage t

It will not be by knocking our brains out over an anomalous
construiction, or an antiquated form in Homer, or by ransack-
ing the rules of prosody, for the correct scansion of one of
the odes of Horace. 'Nor will i be by skimming over the
poems of our mother.tongue at railway speed, simply for the
sake of saying we have read them. We might as well read
Homer as that ; better, if we had a good translation, We
must read our great English poets, and ‘read them' thorough-
ly.  Ido not mean that we must read them all ~ A life-
time would not be sufficient for that, and we have something
else to do.  We must make a choice among them ; and, here
we- would desire to utter a warning against allowmg the

judgment of others to have an undue influence. "Our own

taste is after all the bes‘tuﬂnde for our own reading. Tt will’
lead s to select what will best develop those - peculiarities
that mmake us individual men, and not mere echoes of the

, We must. not suppa tlpt, because 0 differs
?‘ﬁmﬁ of most ggher 1 is depra ﬁm be
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the eritic know 'of passion? Yet he eohipladenﬁy applies
his compass and square to the finest worktnanshlp, and if it be
not levelled exactly to' his liking, he rejects it. As well
might the milliner find fault with a flower, not an artificial
flower, but one that grows.

To judge the finer strains of poetry aright, it is clear’ that
reading from ‘a book is not sufficient ; we must ¢ommit them
to memory, 8o that' we may ponder upon them whenever and
wherever we may be so inclined. We should make it ‘our
aim to commit to memory any passage that particularly
pleases us ; the labor spent upon it would repay us with, in
all probablhty, as much profit, certainly far more pleasure than.
the same amount bestowed on clasucs or mathematics ; for
thus, and thus only, may we" acquire that eloquence which
our fathers so often tell us, with a mysterious air, is gained
from the perusal of the grand old English classics.

THE SMALL BOY.

It takes many different sorts of people to make up a world,
and we must, perforce, be more or less content with what
Heaven sends us. Yet, it is an Englishman's privilege to
grumble, and we want to exercise that privilege in the matter
of the *“ Small Boy.”

If ubiquity exists among mankind, then the “ Small Boy”
possesses that quality, And omnipresence, too, in so baleful
a form and with such awful results that it is the daylight
double of that dread visitant, the nightmare. If any one
denies this faculty, we ask “ Where do you nof see him?”
We further inquire, “ Who, on very muddy days, gallops
along the streets, contriving to splash mud on everyone?
Who slides and coasts down all the hills in town, first
making the side-walks like glass, and then.running over the
feeble toddlers on life’s pathway‘l Who gets under people’s
feet it a crowd, and trips them up ¥ Who goes in force to all
the processions, exhibitions, tea-meetings, or whatnot, mak-
ing himself more conspicuous than welcome—by reason of
his pushes, elbowings, kicks, etc.1” Alas, the Small Boy it
is, and no other.

At the Skating Rink the other day, the scene was a

" beautiful one, The ice was in good condition, and fair

ladies and gallant gentlemen ' gracefully glided by. The
band of the 87th discoursed the most melodious strains, and
when these shaped themselves into a waltz or the Lancers
the.. accomplished. skaters. danced..and. circled round .in
harmony with the music. But neither the scene, the ladies
and utlemen, nor mngweet music could charm our savage
bm Alas | the 8 was there. Stumbling in and
out ; tripping the ladies as tbay sailed along, playing chase
among the unfortunate skaters, lying in writhing heaps—all
lqe and armi—-—the:e he was, la ing wlth dewoniac glee at
mhappiness he ca So es being omnipresent,
Boy is eruel, you see, Y:;ﬁf nnwetched by, some
superior strength, how he snatch marbles frpm
some smaller box and toffy from some prematurely happy
%mm : _worry the dog and

nischief, With no other mof ve than to
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niiiﬂ:ke. We must fnlly appreciate ‘the foe of the poet,’| ' The Small Boy in some of his tncks, and in his anxiety
before we can ' safely criticise him, for e expres- to be present at all public undertakings, occasionally over-
sion ‘of on, and as such must it be jug hat does | reaches himself. At reviews and similar solemnities he

immolates himself by getting under the feet of horses and
men, and 8o is kicked by both with richly-deserved energy.
For instance, one day at a review, a small hoy—after having
driven some to frenzy by his exertions—placed himself be-
hind one of the tree-boxes on the Commun, and called out
to, the soldiers at hand, * prepare for cayalry.” A moment
after, he had to sustain an attack made on his rear by an
irate policeman, and so was unable to give further orders, on
account of his having been unprepared for infantry.

The perseverance of the Small Boy ceases to be s virtue,
“ Auntie, give me that watch to play with! Auntie, do you
hear ? give me that watch, will you?” And so on for fifty
times more or less. Then: “ Mother Auntie Lib won’t lend
me her watch. Make her!” Mother answers, “ And she is
quite right, Tommie ; you would only destroy it.” Tommie
ceases bullying after a time, and takes to violent howls and
prolonged weeping—which, with other stratagems, either re-
sult in his getting the watch, or his expulsion. (N. B. In
afterlife the S. B. forgets to use this powerful weapon, and
ingists that it is a purely feminine one.)

Tommie occasionally shows skill in planning out the time
and modus operandi of his requests, or rather demands.
Suppose he wants some bread and jam—=the latter locked up
for certain reasons known to thrifty housekeepers : he seizes
the golden moment when visitors are in and then clamors
for it, to the inward but utter confusion and wrath of his
mother, and the amusement of the callers.

Time, space, and patience fail us in our attempt to describe
the Small Boy further. He is always at hand (alas!) to
speak for himself, however, and to justify the question, “What
on earth is the use of him1” There is but one reply. He
is one of the trials gsent to make us seek another and a better
world, where there will be no small boys, except those who
learn the catechism and die young-in consequence of an ex-
cess of piety. By many wise Oliver Wendell Holmes
has made himself famous ; but v{':nlgnk he never distinguish-
ed himself more than by suggestmg that all boys be headed
up in barrels till they are of age. That event will never
happen, for if it did, few would wish to leave-such a paradise
as this world would then become,

-But the Small Boy is growing on our hands. He seems
to fill the world, as we look more closely ; for his body often
grows to man’s estate leaving the mind and soul in their
former condition. We dare not believe the proverb—‘The
child is father of the man,” or we would be of all men mgst
miserable ; but we do believe that every bad man is the
Small Boy enlarged and intensified, with ter and more
numerous opportunities of exerting his peculiar influnce.
Let us pray then to be delivered from the Small Boy -—or, if
not, to be taken away from the evil to come.

MISOPAIS.

OUR EXCHANGES

sl |

W= have pemced with ' pleasure the aeeond number of the
Vassar Miscellany. This Magazine is never dull, but the
pment number is one of the best: we bave seen, The first

0) opposxte sides of the same quutlon,, and
Theﬁrpt shows tﬁe:h efits, the second
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~ repeats’ the. words in & solemn. hne.
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gantlewomm,” geoms t0 emgmte the d&mm quen excbams. aﬁ fnmuhedmhe students
the, .two nations, The. rest;of the/, is, gﬂmuﬂn by iome uI would he qum a freat to
well. written, -sensible, and free; fwm sweegds. of | rhetoric. | spend an hour: or two. «vm day, were it not, fo r. the, work
Strange to say, though written by ladies, it ‘contains no | of; n fow lpdmdpnls, who take: the best jof the miagazines,
poems. Probably, the editors ,act on the excellent principle | and never refurn, them.  Every student knows that.

that the next best thing to good verse,is no verse. at all,
We éommend their example to s0me of our gushing. ,oq-
changes, )

'Wg have received “ The I llwtrated Ammal of Phrenology
and Physiogngmy, for 1875 It is 'interesting, even 1o
those who do not believa in Phrenology. = The articles are
plain and simple in style, and go'a good way towards con-
vincing one of ‘the value of that study, and its'claims to be
cousidered a ‘seience. The illusbratlons are’ numerous, ‘and

suggestive. e

“Tug Acta Columbiana” is fully up to its former high
standard. It has a piece of poetry (1) entitled “ A Lege nd of
the Dog-days.” It is an imitation of parts of * Hlawatha,"
but parodies are very bad things unless they ate very clever,
In one number the Acta takes an item from us without
acknowledgement, and in the next, blames the Harvard
Advocate for treating of their own.items in the same way.

Tag College Olio, prefers satisfying its subscribers to
pleasing its Exchanges, and we believe that it is right. But
we are not sure if it is right in. thinking that both objects
are not attainable in the same way.

- We hive received the February number of the Nova
Seotian Journal of Education, containing an account of the
teachers meeting held in Dalhousie College, on the last three
days of 1874. 1In a Journal.of Education, we expect to find
the best thought of the teaching professxon. We hope this
is not the case with. our'Je "We do not intend to say
that it is badly written, oertamly it is nof of a high
order of merit. Tn an’ fésue containing but seven pages
of reading matter, we should think it’'hatdly necessiry to
copy five separate articles 'from’ the ‘samne periodical, the
January number of Louisville ‘Homte and School. 'We think
it very desirable that teuchers should contribute largely to
the columns of the Jom‘nal

Qaﬁmmsia

A Gamp of foot&baltfm ’plnyed on the Common on Fmday
afternoon.

A RuMOUR is abroad, that examipation papers are being
made out. Some students are bﬂﬁ“‘}‘% to study.

Tae olass in Psychology were informed lately tha o
day they were to have judgmént..  One can imagine their
comhqmtwn.

A FRESHMAN is practising for the competitionin elocution.
He intends to recite a well known hymn, and uses gestires
for illustration. His chans)say. that' when he comes to the
verse ““ the Moon takes up her wondrous tale,” he gently and
gracefully - elevates. a m'mmm of his- anmbnt. md

{“t into a Reading, Rqomm ‘not intended to be removed
the first person who can, Iay (his hands on: them. . The
G’azette and Reading Room are united, and 'students who,do
not subscribe; for the one ,should remember that they have
no right to use the other. . Still less have they a right to
take what they never paid for. .. Their conduct is unfair and
selfish, to say the léast of it ; perbaps in law it would be
called dwhonesty

Elippings.

Tur first book printed in America was printed in Mexico
in 1536, but the oldest American book now extant is found
in the hbrary of the cathedral of Toledo, and wasissued from
this same Mexican press in 1530.

TaE first book printed by the Colonies of New England,
was the Bay Psalm Book, issued at Cambridge in 1640, and
the first newspaper in Amema was the. Boaton .News Letter

in 1704. This paper was regularly pubhshed for 72 years, .

—Annual of Phrenology.

Every country neighbourhood has woods which are ftﬂi
of ferns and brakes, which usually die and
without doing any good save as a gratification to &:a sense of
sight. The softer parts if stripped from the stems, and dried
in the ‘sun, retain their toughness and elasticity fora lo
time, and are said to be superior to straw and husks, an
even to “ Exeelsior” for stuffing Matresses.-—New Ym‘k
Sehool Journal. .

Art who handle money must occasionally get hold of
counterfeit bills, for the Note Printing Bureau af Wasbmgton
makes the startling admissior hat seven out of the nine
denominations of the national bank notes have been counter-
feited. Nor is this the worst yet. It is further asserted that
the makers of spurious notes are getting more expert every
year. .

AN editor bemqans the calamitiés of the prescnt rycar in

the following touching strain : First-that Beecher business, -

then the 'grasshoppers, then the Democratic victories, and

now an increased tax on whisky ! My modneu, wlmt zt

this counéry eoming to?
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wn‘::n d of gipd sound material and wolthmtlup d thy W M#“'

bu?::n c;zt:lnt custo: asizr;l; & x:d send us their ordera early; und
van to
Both W‘hotesate and tetail at the Iowentt;gacel Froshe cpll

JENNINGS & CLAY

W’Sﬂ‘ﬁ Ixvyrap T YT '
;ﬁr e AL'L;‘ 41 ‘—'Jv

IMPORTER OF FIRST CLASS

@ﬁ@a A
Enghsh, French and Amencan |

BOOTS, SHOES, c.

Dmnm

MI kmdsof Domestic Manufactured Boots,

(I TRYNKS, VALLSES, .
153 GRANVILLE 8T.,

(2 doass south of l(e-n. Dul!ns&Oo.)

BALIFAX, X. 5,
Gontlomen's anxshxng Store.

GEO. Y. YOUNG & CO.

IMPORTERS OF

SHIRTS, GLOVES, BRACES,
Ready-Made Clothing,

“PORTMANTEAUS, VALISES, &.
A full W‘o{ Qxford Fl;nneldetho Shirts, -Also—A large

UL eNOW COATS
onlnnd, H'Aubcdmmntgimhandm

126 ‘GRANVILLE rﬁt RALIFAT, X. 8.
sk&n‘x‘d MADn'wo ORDBER.

o~

..
S

‘TZIRId LS/

=
.

-

_—

:) IMPROVED OSBORN.

AN
L

. THE C’ELEBRATED
mooq “TILI08S GHAOYNE

'rnn 0SB

Ha ma.de of Steel and ease-hardes Trom, i
very lnddmo.ltrumtha test, h .mm'
tension, fills the Bohbin without ron'xighvmg.'theuw“o.r'k.m?nry

“‘)‘&hchhnhhodwi & set of Castors,
| CRAWFORD BROTHERS, 64 Granyille - Street.

General Agents for Noves Bcotia and ‘Newfoundland.
P.O.-—!owln‘ l‘ohhn) llbpth-ed. Agents Wanted.

—._,,_?#r e

.;.. Ve
Qum’ :
f‘) l) Tq' y 'I

GI0D ALVTONS m : "
; OERIES: PR
3:@BOGERIES; PR

S e

; o i i L
f‘YW !! SeieIsu R

““)r“’ﬁl / 1)"“ ’d “,xl l ’ ’ d !i ;ﬂ‘ .
. f“b?w p“ at mlm M 2 TN T
.~!. W 50 N 1\1‘1

b b‘, BE3 \k\‘ | L3

& KELLY & Q0.
m e nﬁmwm !
SHOOI ‘BQQK,S. S

AV R 71

x.A'”Am’; R unal¥ reiTawsl

M’Mmﬁumxmmmnmm
: manss_ Jeider of neked #ise
dnahontie . GEOm ’8

O w1981 '“.



DALHOUSIE GAZETTE.

Books in ever: 6- "
““ment of terat %
Bibles, Prayers, 5"
Church Sernoes,

Hymn Books,
School and Colloge

Music Books, .&e;
STATIONEIY

of every deseription,

Blank Books, Memoran-

dum, Uopy, Drawmg,
and Pocket Books. ‘ ‘ 0 |

-.~__~._—

BUCKLEY'S 1
TMENCLISH & AMERICAN iy
| BOOK STORE

GRANVILLE STR.

o ST - PWGRAPB ALBUMS

| 'hb belt Btock in Lower
m

PBESENTS-

Wntmg Desks,
- | Writing Cgses,

‘Work Boxes

Ladies’ bompamons,

— HALIFAX , N. S. [Eams

Stercoscopes & Blides.

BROWN BROTHERS & (0.,
3, 4 & 5, Ordnance Square,

HALI FAX, N. S.
Importers and General Dealers

Brhgs, Chemicals, Dye Stuﬁ's, Spices, Patent Medicines,
Brushes, Gombs, Soaps, Pomades, ‘Perfamery,
Toilet Articles, &o

SURGICAL AND DISSECTING INSTRUMENTS, ETC. ETC.

In great variety.
Manufadturers of

hactures, Chemicals, Essenoes, Perfumery, d&e., &c

LONDON HAT, GAP AND FUR STORE, |

168 Granville Street.
Manulctuss d Hgurer o

HATS, CAPS & FURS,

TRUNKS, RUBBER G0ODS,
MQROCCO AND LEATHER BAGS,

S. W. DeWOLF : : : : Proprietor.

FRESH ARRIVALS AT THE “BEE HIVE.

My Fall Stock of Tweeds, Clothes, Coatings, Beavers, Pilots and Doe-
skms all of which will be made up to order in the most fashionable styles
and best workmanship. All who require good fits and reasonable prices

will please call.
JAMES K. MU'NIB, Uppet WItﬂ' 81-, oor. mev

JUST RECEIVED AT THE “BEE HIVE,

The largest Stoek of -Made Clothing, Geutlemen’l Fumllﬂu
Goouls, &o., &e. Al in want of Faslionable and Cheap Goods will please

call and examme
JAMES K. MUINNIS,
114 Upper Water 8t., Corner Jacoh,

THOS. P. CONNOLLY,
BOOXSELLER AND STATIONER,

HALIFAX.

College, Academy, and Common SCHOOL BOOKS always on hand and
imported to order.

BLANK NOTE BOOKS, all Sizes and Bindings.
We make a specialty of the MEDICAL BOOKS now in use at Dalhousie ;
a stock of the different authors always on hand.

Note, Letger, and Foolseap Envelopes, Papets, Pens, Inly Pencils, &c,,
together with all SMALL WARES usaally found in the Trade.

THOS. P. CONNOLLY,

Central Book Store, Corner of George & Granville Streets.

J. B.-BENNETT. ,
The Sole ‘Agent for Halifax, “ =

For the sale of the
OELEBRATED GLASSES

OoF

LAZARUS & MORRIS,
?;gv ww:&:mi:r:'of%pubm '
pm pl'.\‘ §o lnjvtio.l w
yAlmys on hand, an immonse Stock of

WATCHES & JEWELLERY |

which are of nteed qualit and =
always prove toty to punl{iurl. \

Jewellery Manufactured and
lepalred

to satisfy all who patronize.

WATCHES, & /CLOGKS |

w AR PRORERLY REPAIRED.

. ARE TH§ onLy KUAD mmn To e eounmoi bF oA i,
'nﬁdhl ‘&eﬂo‘nd mpefmlan and evety . ‘Their C‘opyﬂyltf Systen of fitting iv an unerring glide for ascertainsng the
- - = exact requirements of all who need Optncal aud

YOUNG OR OLD, FAR OR'NEAR:
A full and completo assortment always on hand

QU T Do GRANVILLE ST.

<, Gold Watches,
IR @ Silver Watches,

£nglish, American & Geneva
Movements.

GOLD AND SILVER

\CHAILNS,

| Gd‘ Brooches .nd Ear Rings,
l Silver Brooches and Ear Rings,
| SleeveLmlm Shu't Studs, Ladlel

I} \ovid' scorza @orn

{W‘Oﬂhg Rings,

?utro-l’h\d Wate; = English,

rench and Amonoan.

| CLOCKS '




