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[The uncanny looking creature who handed
this in, having extorted from us a promise to
publish it, we comply most unwillingly with his
request. Our subscribers will please note that
we are not responsible for the opinions, etc.,
therein expressed.—EDps].

FISH.

(FOR THE WADDELL PRIZE).

Having mislaid my treatise on fisholegy,
edited by the late Dean Swift, I am compelled
to draw largely on my memory and imagination
for the prehistoric and philosophical points here-
inafter set forth.

- Where found.—Fish are found in nearly all
of the inhabitable waters of this mundane
sphere. They are also found in many of the
more civilized fish markets of the world, on
breakfast and dinner tables, in small glass globes
in drug stores, and even in the dwelling houses
of the more peculiar of the human race. One
of the many peculiar features which distingunish
fish from men in general, and students in parti-
cular, and one which strikingly illustrates their
utter imbecility, is their decided preference for
water over all other beverages, it being a well
established fact that fish cannot live without
water. Sir John Hawey is said to have made
this discovery, and his opinion is upheld by such
able philosophers as Shakespeare, Bacon, Bill
Nye, John Wilkes, Booth, Louis Riel, and others.
I concur. '

Historical.—From a bistorical point of view
not much can be said of the various families,
ete., now extant, nor of their forefathers. It is
claimed by some authors that they originally

descended from the Ark shortly after the flood,
and I am inclined to agree with them ; for if
fish existed before the flood doubtless they

'were all drowned in that great freshet. As to

religious belief I am of opinion that they have
not and never had any; though they are firm
believers in the doctrine of Immersion, and
though the aforementioned mislaid treatise states
that some of them prey. They are cold-blooded
creatures, and have never been heard discussing
doctrinal points.

How caught. — Much depends upon the
catcher. Halifax sportsmen who fish for pleasure
unusally recline on some mossy knoll within
the gloomy depths of the “forest primeval,”
sporting with liquids somewhat antagonistic to
the breathing organs of the finny tribes. They
capture them on their return by the liberal use
of silver bait. The transfer of said bait from
pocket to pocket causes them to rise readily from
their icy bed—in the fish market.

Those who fish for profit catch them in the
ordinary way, though it is said that very large
fish, even sharks, have been captured by the
Finns in Northern Europe.

Théir use.—They are used for many pur-
poses. Persons fond of their flesh are in the
habit of fasting thereon during the Lenten
season. Their oil is used as a beverage for
greasing boots, etc., etc., and it is recorded that
a man named Jonah once used a whale as a
dwelling house for some time.

It has been remarked that eating fish will
cause the brain to grow. A committee of dudes,
deputed by the Halifax Dude Society to make
experiments and ascertain whether the statement
was true or false, after careful research report it
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to be a ba.se fabncatwn Ev@ehtl y they havo

confoundod creation. with development, hence |,

their*fistake. No one bas ever claimed that

the use of fish would create brains in empty |
noddles ;, but I do claim that i developes the |

bra.m, a.nd that non-use causes decrease, softemng,
etc., ete.

- This latter statement is strikingly illustrated
by. contrasting the present eomdition of the
Amerieans with their condition a few years ago,
when they were plentifully supphed with pjsea-
torial food by means of pilfering from Canadian
waters,

there has been a great scarcity of that article in
the United States, and the citizens of that great
and glorious country have suffered so severely

from softening of the brain that they seriously ‘
4 And should they come—they’ll be deceived

contemplate an attempt at eoercing we imto
allowing them to steal ad infinitum.

They have in fact reached a state ol sueh |
utter imbecility, that in the absemce of fish to |

fry, they have been attempting to Frye the

question, and so demonstrate to Canadians that |

they are not dependent on us,

. The, following, to be censidered as a part of |
this article, is also entered for the McNaughton
eompetition »—

TH}; EAGLE’S SOA.R (PHE BAGLE’S SORE).

A bird goes soaring inte space

With vaunting cries and boastful mien,.
As king of all the winged race

That is, or was, or might have beem

Tt shrieks and shrieking stoops to see
All living creatures quake with fear ;
Lt says, *“ The world was made for me:
Thongl\lopimtlntﬁlh are dear.”

‘rh.nuu.mnodg.uag.fnmharpnb

Since they have been wrongfully |
debarred by our authorities from stealing fish, |

‘But on tbo beach t-he beaverl sat
.Anhiﬂngurmyoldolen-e, g
Andhﬁcbtnewforutoat . n

Thatgmdwfthymninglookliteuey '

- That much bespoke an appetite
That one small bird would ill appease—
- The fledgelings wheeled in rapid flight
And fled aeross the swmmer leu.

AN wearied with their rapid flight
They could not carry any load :

But reached their home in sorry pllghf;
Where their paternal bird abode,

The tale was told, the pcrent’» rage
Was neither human nor divine—

Not even reason could assuage

That wrath. He eried, “ Ill not resign

These favors I have long enjoyed
We will go back, the wild cats spry
And beavers all shall be destroyed,
And we will fish the oceaw dry."”

Though all to them seems bright and fair ;
I doubt not they’ll be well received
They’ll find the * British Lion * there.

-

A STUDY IN TELEPATHY.

The generatlon that has read “ She ” with
' such evident enjoyment has certainly a taste for
!the marvellous. Chance having thrown into
 my hands “ A narrative of the Life, Trial, and
Exeeution of Neil MeFadyen,” which contains

| food for theught for' persons in search of the
- wonderful, I have thought it well to make the
columns of the GAZETTE a medium for giving

‘compiler of the narrative was a worthy old.

~man, a Justice of the Pcace and a Coroner for
' the County of Pictou, and every statement madq
can_ be
: gebeully known in this Proviaoo ‘but for elear-

relied on. The story of McFadyen is

Andnyn,“Gohmupolmrway, ness’ uke I Ngelt it bﬂ“ Hd Wﬂ by
Go to the land of spruce and biroh. ‘mg”m"wrl]iﬂ' h v” m :
| :ﬂd lh::. a.::: i of the most mnoh dist; ‘.“ n
or 1w awfow | In the Spring of 1847 ho was ok g
. mw&ﬂd‘“"’ll L l-vrff : 3 kil ”Hlmu'ylm'hit eodntry'ogood and mﬂ
‘ mewmdthho. e "NM N" m'i”kv "‘“““ ‘ﬁﬁ'i"
‘ h th m
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 to the public the more interesting parts. The .
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June, 1848, and were within the limits of Pictou
County two days later. About six o'clock in
the evening of the 30th June, they had travelled
to within six miles of McFadyen’s former place
of residence. . The Moose River road branches
off from the main road to St. Mary’s, near the
Blue Mountain Church, aund, after passing by
two or three farms, crosses the Moose River, and
then leads down the stream on the left hand
side till it comes to a farm then occupied by
Alexander McLaren, where it may be said to
terminate. Hence to McFadyen's, a distance of
a mile and one half, there is merely a path
“ through dark and solitary woods.” About
daylight on the morning of the 1lst July,

knew to be McFadyen—come out of the barn,
and take the path leading to McFadyen's house
When about half the distance had been covered,
McFadyen led his unsuspecting comrade across

" the river, and there in a little clearing on the

right bank foully murdered him. Pictou might

then have said :—

¢ The tyrannous and bloody act is done,
The most arch deed of piteous massacre
That ever yet this land was guilty of.”

The evidence subsequently showed that the
chief instrument employed was a handspike.
Before eight o’clock of the same day (July 1st),
McFadyep arrived home, bringing with him
several articles of clothing and a sum'of money.
After some months, the father of the murdered
man became anxious, and wroté to the Rev.
Alexander MecGillivray, of McLennan's Moun-
tain (in whose parish Moose River was) asking
him to make enquiries regarding his missing
gon. This letter was handed to the writer of

the narrative from which I am gleaning this |

information. Strict enquiry was immediately
instituted, and enough was discovered to lead to
the issuing of a warrant for McFadyen's appre-
hension. He was.taken and confined to gsol.
A search, that soon proved successful, was made
for Kerr's body. The body, or what remained
of it, was found lying face downward along side

of a birch windfall, partially covered over with

TG wﬁs and leaves. The clathes had been left on

the body, except the coat and hat,and these

’m c&rwmh found in llci".dyonn house.

i

The above facts it was necessary to give in
order to obtain a clear understanding of what
follows. I shall now quote verbatim from the
narrative. Let the unbeliever in telepathy read :

“There is another singular fact connected
with this murder, which is worthy of record on
account of its very curiousness, When Daniel
Kerr's letter to Rev. A. MeGillvray was put into
the hands of the Magistrate, it was deemed
necessary to have some of the relatives of the
missing lad at hand, so as to identify the articles
should any be found on McFadyen. For this
purpose the Magistrate wrote Daniel Kerr.
Daniel, and his son Alexander, left their home

| for Pictou immediately on receipt of said letter.
McLaren’s wife saw two men—one of them she |

The journey took them about eight days in the
performance, and the body was found and
McFadyen committed for trial before their
arrival ; but of this fact they had no intelligence
until they got to Pictou town. In the interval,
the Magistrate received a letter by mail from
Daniel Kerr, Jr., another brother of the missing
lad, dated at Dalhousie, N. B, two days after
his father and brother left there. It enclosed
a letter to his father, and on opening it after the
father arrived at Pictou, it was found to contain
dirvections for the search of John Kerr's body.
These directions were founded on a dream, and
would certainly have led to the discovery of the
body had it not previously been found. The
dreamer was an old and respectable inhabitant of
Dalhousie, who was well acquainted with John
Kerr, but never saw McFadyen. This dreamer
not only describes Alex. McLaren’s barn from
which he says he saw Kerr and MNcFadyen
leaving on the morning of the murder—the path
that led to McFadyen’s house—the Moose River
flowing on the right hand—the crossing of the
River—the locality in which the crime was
committed—the handspike—the dragging of the-
body—the birch windfall—the partial covering
of the body with marvellous accuracy; but he
also describes another scene in the tragedy
which is probably eqnally correct, although it
is now utterly impossible to prove it. It had
had been ascertained by the Coroner and Doctor
at the time, from the part of the skull that was
fractured, md from the direction in which the




space already to warrant me in m
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blows must have been given, that the handspike
found at the place, and by which the skull was
fractured, was used by the murderer after he
felled his victim, and when the body was lying
on its face on the ground. How Kerr came to
fall could not be ascertained ; for the flesh was
all gone before the body was found. The
dreamer here tells a sad story which, from the
accuracy of his description of things known to
be correct, and from a corroborative circumstance
which shall be hereafter noticed, is likely to be
true. The dreamer says that ‘ he saw McFadyen
and Kerr crossing the river to the right hand,
McFadyen directing the way, but always keep-
ing behind ; that they went on in this fashion,
keeping not far from the river for about half a
mile, until they came to where trees had been

felled ; that Kerr often hesitated to proceed, but |

his companion urged him on, until they came to

where the ground ‘was gently inclining down- |

wards towards McFadyen’s clearing ; that here
McFadyen, being behind, drew a long sharp
knife with a rough handle and stabbed Kerr
with it under the small ribs, by the effect. of

which stab he fell on his face in a little hollow |

or cradle hill, and then McFadyen took the
handspike and battered Kerr’s head’  The
writer of this narrative had an opportunity
shortly after reading the dream of conversing
with McFadyen's wife. She then had heard
nothing of the dream, nor did any one else know
of it but myself and Daniel Kerr. She was
asked if her husband brought any knives home
with him from New Brunswick. The answer
was, ‘ Yes, Three’ She was then requested to
describe them. ‘¢ One,’ she said, ‘was a small
double-bladed knife ; one was a clasp knife, with
a broad point like a gardener’s knife; and the
third was a long -bladed sharp-pointed knife like
a dirk, and had a rough buckhorn handle.”

- Such is in substance the nairative I men-
tioned in beginning.. I have oootIpied too m ich

comments. 1f what 1 have written should ¢
to the notice of any reader of Abere

“ Mental Powers,” let him place the example
telepathy here given along side. of the many

interesting, it is certainly as authentic any of
Dr. Abercrombie’s collection, and aps its

local character may lend it a charm. Let any
who have not been students of Abercrombi®
read the dreams narrated and visions deseribed
in that rare old book, and they will find them-
selves in a dilemma. Common sense would lead
them to one. conclusion; the substantiated
instances of telepathy there given will bring
them to another ; and they will rise from their
perusal not surprised that poets and philosophers
are divided among themselves on the subject.
A Shakespeare believes that,

“ Dreams are but children of an idle brain
Begot of nothing but vain phantasy ;”

while 8 Byron writes e okl

Have a far deeper madness, and the glance

Of melancholy is a fearful gift ;

What is it but the telescope of truth ?
" Which strips the distance of its phantasies

And brings life near in utter nakedness,
Making the cold reality too real.”

GEo. PATTERSON, JR.
-.——'<~—~.——...____

TWO LUCKY MISTAKES.

(WADDELL COMPETITION.)

* Where ignorance is bliss
"Tis folly to be wise.”

denied by those —who delight to be khown as
seekers after truth,—who shout with Bryant,
** Truth crushed to earth will rise again,

The eternal years of God are hers :

But Error, bruised, writhes with pain,

And dies among her worshippers ;
or with Milton, “ Truth is strong,—next to the
Almighty ;” or with the old proverb, “ Ms
est veritas, et praevalebit.” Though geneﬂ;
these are right, there are, | believe, some cases
where error seems not likely to die, and we are
ad that it does not. For example, the

often it has stirred 1 hearts “to do noble
deeds, not dreamn them all day long 7’ As we

come | read accounts of Waterloo, how we thrill with
.| battle, we 'hear the ery, “Up ! Guards! and at

The truth of Gry’s couplet has always been

every man to do his duty *—is a myth, yet how

“

* give us and the world a wrong impression of the
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and of histo

are not by any means identical; | of Hiawatha ” has always been a faverite.’ So

illi st's esti i like sacrilege to say that
ho would willingly lose the poet's estimate mt}ch S0 tb.at. it seems . -
2? t'“vtvheo noblest Romtgl};f them all ’ Instances | it is conceived in error. The Hiawatha of his

innumerable might be given, but these are surely | tory

was an Onondaga chief, through whose

' er i lity the famous Iroquois league was
fficient to prove that error does not always | instrumentatity . e wa
fl‘ile—t,hat, forlzunate mistakes may be made— | formed. He had learned thatz1 in ur?o(;x rs

that sometimes it would have been folly to be strength, and wished to unite under one tece

wise. .
It does not often occur that an author will

fall into two grievous errors, and withal have
the works he bases on them exceeding popular.
One such case at least we have in our literature.
Of all the longer poemns of that prince of
Ameriean poets, Longfellow, none is better
known and loved than “Evangeline” or
« Hiawatha.” Yet historical error lies at the
bottom of each. This statement may be a trifle
too sweeping in regard to the former of the
two poems—it certainly is not of the latter.
Most of us will confess that the music of the
softly flowing hexameters in which Evangeline
is written would have sounded less sweet
and been less appreciated, had we known
that we read in them untruths, calculated to

expulsion of the Acadians. We rise from the
reading of Evangeline feeling that never people
were wronged as were the Acadians. We read

there too,

b dwelt ther in love the simple Acadian farmers,

'Ir):ue'lt i‘l‘lethe ove of God and of man. Alike were they

free from !

Fear, that reigns with the tyrant, and envy, the vice of

- pepublics ;

‘Neither locpkl lu.d'they to their doors, nor bars to their

windows ; .

But their dwellings were open as day, and the hearts of
their owners ; ; ‘

There the richest was poor, and the poorest lived in
abundance.” :

What does history tell us of the people so
described ? Many things, among them that
they were a quarrelsome, litigious race, forever
disputing among themselves, not “in honor pre-
ferring one another,” but the reverse; that they
were grasping but, yet because of their indolence.
poor; that they were treacherous, faithless, and
ungrateful ; that, in short, they richly deserved
their severe fate. M. ellow, however,
cannot be blamed for the mistake he has made.
‘Our early historians were similarly deceived.
That they were is lucky ; for about such a people
asthe Acadians actually were, it would have been
ditficult, if not impossible, to construct a readable

Love the ballads of s peopls,” |

governiment a number of petty tribes. Failing
to convince the Onondagas of the importance of

union, he went to a neighbouring tribe, to whom
his name and good deeds were not unknown.
This he persuaded to take the initiative. One
tribe after another joined it, until the great
league was founded, and a mutual. benefit
alliance, destined to be of immense service both
to their own race and ours, was formed.. Had
Mr. Longfellow confined himself to telling us

how Hiawatha

¢ prayed, and how he fasted,
How hg lo)\'red. aud teiled, and suffered,
That the tribes of men might prosper,
That he might advance his people ;

or to showing us

¢ That in even savage bosoms o
There are longings, yearnings, strivings
For the good they comprehend not,”
his story would have been strictly correct.
Instead, however, of depicting a grave, humans
and peace-loving Iroquois law-giver, the poet
has given us an account of a fabled hero of the
Ojibeways. Here again Mr. Longfellow is not
to blame, He trusted to supposed authorities.
A Mr. Schoolcraft published some years ago &
book which he was pleased to entitle “The
Hiawatha Legends’ composed for the most
part of wild Ojibeway stories of one of their
demigods, Op these fanciful tales Mr. Long-
fellow based his poem. If at the time when
MacAulay’s New Zealander will stand on the
remains of London Bridge to sketch the ruins
of St. Paul's, some antiquarian’ of those days
were to confound King Alfred with Odin,
Chinese Gordon with El Madi,or Washington with
Riel, he could hardly make a more (:freglous
mistake than Mr. Schoolcraft, followed by Mr.
Longfellow, has done. T 2
a’e return now to our starting point. In
two familiar poems we find grave errors, but we
are glad these errors have been made. Had
Longfellow known the character of the Acadians
and the circumstances leading to their expulsion,
Evangeline, in all probability, would never have
sn written. Had he been well versed in
m&nlore, “The Son% of Hiawatha” might
have been sung, but there would have been
wanting from it much that now makes it inter-
esting. Here then was not ignorance preferable

--ﬁ fact ‘with all lovers of poetry “The Song

to wisdom ? Were not the mistakes lucky ?
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HE Sessional examinations are approaching;

and in ratio as they approach our interest

in other matters seems to diminish; and it is

only natural that it should, yet there are some

matters in connection with the College which

merit a continuance of our interest even through
the examinations. :

‘We refer to the various College Societies,
Literary and otherwise, more especially the
former.

Our purpose in attending College is not, or
certainly should not be, to cram as much Latin,
Greek, Law, &c, &c, into our heads as we
possibly can, to beat our fellow-students at the
examinations, or even to make remarkably high
marks on the various subjects. As we under-
stand it, the true aim of the student is to obtain
such knowledge as may be of practical use to

be, without endangering his health in the
pursuit. | ‘ { A

Such being the case, we submit that some
attempts at practical application of the know-
ledge we obtain cannot but inure to our benefit.
A doctor may have learned a cure for every ill
beneath the sun, and yet if he cannot, when
called to attend a patient, make a diagnosis,
how can he employ his remedy ? A lawyer may
know the law of contracts and torts as fully ‘as
it is established by precedent and statute, yet if
he cannot tell a client whether a wrong done
him is a breach of contract or a tort, he is more
ridiculously ignorant than the man who never
saw a law book.

What we, students of Dalhousie, need is
practice in applying what we learn to every day
life. We have enough of theory, but too litte
practical application of theories to every day
events.

The establishment of a Moot Court in con-
nection with the Law School obviates this
difficulty to a certain extent as far as Law
Students are concerned ; and the course pursued
by the first year in law in having separate Moot
Courts of their own is a further step in the
right direction; but when the Art Students
allow their Literary Societies to collapse “they
give up their one opportunity of obtaining that
experience, which makes the comparatively
unlearned appear even more intelligent than the
College graduate. B

We study Logic. Do we speak logically ?
We study Literature; is our language more

refined ? :

- We study all the branches requisite to enable
us to express our ideas clearly, logically, and

grammatically, but too often when we rise to

address an audience we go stammering through

a series of unintelligible phrases, and sit down
in the midst of a sentence we cannot straighten

out, wishing the earth would open and swal-
low us. i A

Why is this? Simply because we neglect
‘the opportunity College Societies afford us of

‘accustoming ourselves to speak to an audience,

(and of applying the rules we learn to our

him in his future profession, whatever that may

 remarks on such oceasions ; because we fear the

" in that regard. “’'Twas ever thus.”
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criticism of .our fellow-students, and learn too
late, after having been criticised by more relent-
less critics, that we have made a mistake;
because we prefer cramming these rules into
our heads immeédiately before the examinations,
and will not exert ourselves enough to learn
their application and apply them. The art of
public speaking is more than an accomplishment,
it is in many cases a necessity ; and to no one
is it more necessary than to the lawyer.

He rises to address a judge or jury—he
should be able to present his facts in such a way
as will make them most conclusive in his client’s
favor. Is it not better to learn lessons of this
sort now than when practising at the Bar, when
a slight mistake may involve a client in heavy
loss ?

The students by abandoning the Mock Par-
liament have decided to wait until the future ;
or perchance they imagine they are au fait now

THE LESSONS OF POETRY.

it has been pointed out that in treating of
Poetry we ought, in strictness, rather to contrast

it with science than with prose. And certainly,

ile i ifficult to define Poetry at once | ,
while it may be di Yy is often langely of an unconscious nature ; or if

- we are conscious of wmuch pleasure in the presence

fully and precisely, we can readily enm'xgh
recognize the general disparity between its aims
and methods and those of science. We know
that science deals with the mvesupuon of
natural phenomena, and of the laws to which
they are subject. It opens up to our view the
wonders of the universe around us, or analyzes
forces the structure of that not less marvellous
world which each man in himself. As
to what its lessons are there can be no doubt
It bestows on us knowledge, and this gift we
value at its own worth irrespective of any

~charm of literary style in which it may be

presented to us. Evidently our gain from a
study of poetry is something essentially different
ffom this. It is not so much that we obtain »
certain amount of information that we did not
possess before, as that we learn to regard the
thing we do know in & different way so that

they are seen in a new relation to us. We
ourselves have been brought in some degree
under an influence otherwise unknown, and we
have gained from it not knowledge but insight.
The facts we may hayve acquired, whether by
the aid of science or by the experience of daily
life, are transfigured in this new light,—a reflex
of that light which indeed “ never was on sea or
land,” yet -which bhas illuminated for us the
highest and deepest truths. If, then, we can
find out what objects the poets imagination
brightens for us, and what new power of dis-
cernment it bestows npon us, it may help us to
appreciate justly the value of the lessons of
poetry. :

Perhaps no kind of poetry has had in the
present century a more wide-spread influence
than that which has natural scenery for its
objects, and which, while it shews beauty as
itself dependent on our state of feeling, also
traces the effect of its reaction upon our own
minds.

From the time of Wordsworth especially we
have bad no lack of poets, who, with every
degree of genius and the most diverse orders of
talent, have pictured for us the loveliness of
land, and sea, and sky. Now we are all probably
in some measure influenced by the appearsnce
of visible objects around us, but this influence

of a beautiful scene it is generally when there s
also something in it new or uncommon which
seems 10 excite our curiomity and to fix our
attention. Many & man will admire & landseape
in & foreign conuntry through which he pases

' in the course of his travels who sctuslly does

not “wee” beaufles quite equal which bhave
surrounded him from bovhood  Yet it s just
' on these familiar scemes that most of we have
ness the aspeet of nature oo give. And i
" here that the true poet can come Lo our abl He
can expross for us, as we never coubd do for our.
selves, the senme of teauty of which we we
¥w‘i“ym.d.,-hcvﬂ
known, the of any smotion tenis o
| ruive and sevngthen it Then the harmeny of
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his language may so blend in our thoughts with
the visible beauty it suggests that the scene
before us becomes associated in our mind with
this new pleasure felt in the music of his verse.
But above all he shews us, not only what we do
feel, but what we may feel, in the presence of
beauty, and how a new loveliness and a more
impressive grandeur will unfold themselves
before us, if not content with promoting our
material prosperity, nor even with cultivating
our reason, we give to the imagination and
ssthetic powers their full scope; and by their
aid strive to read what Goethe calls the “open
secret” of the universe.

Nor are we to suppose that influence of this
sort is limited to the highest kinds of poetry,
and to the most cultured audiences. I think
there is to be found in this Province a good
example of the power of the poet to awaken
appreciation of familiar scenery, and that in the
work of a writer who appeals, not so much to
the select few, as to the people at large. There
are probably in Nova Scotia and Cape Breton
other places quite as lovely, certainly some
scenery far more grand than we find in the
Annapolis Valley; but as far as I am aware
there is no ether part of this Province where the
people take so much pleasure in the beauty of

their country. And I think there can be no

doubt that this feeling is very largely due to
Longfellow’s description of the valley in the
opening stanzas of “ Evangeline,”—a description
not remarkably assured nor exhibiting any high
degree of poetic genius, yet serving to point out
. the more salient points of a tract of country

whose calm and peaceful beauty, when once we

have felt its charm, becomes more and more
delightful. A /

But the influence of poetical description is
fortunately not limited to the portrayal of the
% scenes with which we are acquainted. In fact,
it is to English writers who describe landscapes,
differing in character very widely from those

on which we look, that we, in this new world,

owe the most. For however much the objects
viewed may differ, the spirit that can reeognize
beauty in nature is everywhere the same; and
as Shakespeare was “ not for an age, but for all

’ B

time,” so Wordsworth and Shelly are not for
one country but for the world. ~'

But art has a higher mission than that of
pointing out to us visible beauty. She can
unravel the innermost workings of the human
heart, and shew us its loves and its hatreds, its
strength and its weakness, its beauty and its
deformity, and it is in such subjects that the
noblest poetry finds its themes. And here we
are reminded of the close union of the Real
with the Ideal. We do not find ourselves sur-
rounded in daily life by Hamlets and Falstaffs,
Juliets and Hermiodes, but could the acutest
observation that we might give to the men and
women we meet ever afford us such deep and
clear insight into the mysterious depths of
human nature as we can gain in the light of the
genius of Shakespeare ! His characters are
indeed true to nature in the fullest sense, for
they are so instinct with life that they are more
real to us than any of the heroes of whom we
read in the pages of history. Nor do we reap
from such poetery only an intellectual pleasure,
the art which “holds the mirror up to nature”
can never be other than truly moral, and the
lessons of such art are lessons of trust,and hope,

and love.
‘“ We must be free or die, who speak the tongue
‘ That Shakespeare spake, the faith and morals hold
* Which Milton held.”

But there is, moreover, another class of sub-
jects which poetry makes peculiarly its own,
and in which its guidance is especially helpful
to us. I refer to those last and apparently
insoluble problems to which, whether under their
theological or philosophical aspects, the mind of
man is continually turning problems which
perhaps ih some sense every man must solve for
himself. The meaning and value of life, the
existence of evil, the ultimate destiny of the
human race, who shall satisfy us as to these?
Revelation—can and does tell us enough to show
us our duty in life. Philosophy may help us to
o right comprehension of the quystions involved.
'Yet there remains always an- undiscovered
‘country which can only be traversed by the

imagination. But the imagination strengther

-

some intuition of the truth, '
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Emmerson tells how two Arabians, the one a
Philosopher, the other a Mystie, once conferred
together, and when they parted the Philosopher
said : “ All he sees I know;” but the Mystic
said, “ All he knows I see.” And it is just this
same “seeing” power of the Mystic, conjoined
with the gift of harmonious expression, which
has enabled the greatest poets at every stage of
the world’s history to guide as well as to delight
their fellow men. The answers they have given
to the problems of life have differed at different
times, to each it may be, but one side of the
truth has been revealed, and that but partially
and imperfectly, yet each, in so far as he has
been a true poet, has been an enlightener as well
as a pleasure giver. Far back in the world’s
history we find the Hebrew writer of the book
of Job with the noblest poetic imagination
striving to pierce the obscurity that shrouds the
workings of the Divine government. The
Greek poets have written in immortal verse of
the mysteries of Fate and and retribution that

follows evil. Dante and Milton each, in the

manner most natural to his own genius, and
applying himself to the problems most in
harmony with the thought of his time, treated
of the highest themes of ethics and religion.

While in our own century Goethe has taught
men to strive resolutely “in the Whole, the

Good, and the True,” and Browning has shewn

that,
““ The world's no blot for us
Nor blank, it means intensely, and means good. "

If then, poetry can make more real to us the
beauty that surrounds us, and thus open up to
us a means of pure and wholesome enjoyment ;
if it enables us to know our fellowmen more
fully and sympathetically ; above all if it helps

- us to think more truly and wisely, and hopefully,

then certainly the study of Poetry is not to be

~ regarded as merely a pleasant and refined way
of spending a few idle bours, but must cecupy

s prominent place in any complete schewe of
self culture, and as our study grows more

* Make undying musle on the snrth. ™

RECEPTION.

Y. M. C. A, SHOW A NEVER-TO-BE-FORGOTTEN
KINDNESS TO THE STUDENTS.

———

Last week an invitation was posted up on
the boards in the respective buildings asking the
students to attend a reception at the Y. M. C. A.
Room, Friday evening, March 11th. All at-
tended, and though the night was stormy many
of the members came to welcome their guests.
Nearly every one of the clergy of the city were
present, and for one night lived their college
days over again. Prof. Russell, Dr. Allison, G.
P. Mitehell, Prof. Penny, and many other leading
citizens also came, and assisted in making
the boys feel at home.

Mr. Silver’s opening remarks were what might
have been expected from a gentleman of his
wide experience and knowledge of the world.
Everything that a successful business man and
a good citizen says is worth listening to, and Mr.
Silver'’s words of advice did not fall on stcny
ground. Prof. Weldon, M. P., received a grand
ovation when he rose to speak. He only echoed
the feelings of thc students when he thanked in
| warmest termns, the kindness that the Y. M. C A.
!_ had shown the strangers attending the several
faculties by throwing open their well-furnished
reading rooms. And every student wished to
' thank the Dr. for saying so graeefully for all
' what each one felt he cught individually to say
| Our President spoke more than half & truth when
- he said that people often regarded students as »
| different class from ordinary young men . bot
they were just the same as the young neen et
' in every howe.

% All the speeches were well revived, but no
tafly was allowed 10 be given, and when “ the

!

| fine intelligent body of young sen” * crvam of

i
:

our country” phrases were Wried o ories of

[OhT *Take that back ™ rather disemenrtod
' the flatterer. It was & sonial seeness in every

;nyhﬂc“bh-“dhnﬂu

animal spirite found full vemt and e Freetomen
stonnd opuem - monthed when ey mw thair prgaler

| quietly Jod himn ont in the hall and wat his wp
‘hum“-‘d‘hﬂ deingtred o Wemtreal
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snow-shoer. From the remarks made by the
members of the Association this social meeting
will be in the future a recognized institution,
and will be held earlier in the session. The
Dalhousie Glee Club did good service and their
fellow-classmates felt more pride than they, when
deserved praise was given them.

. When the programme had been completed

Dr. Burns was loudly called for and responded
in a characteristic speech, replete with wit and
wisdom. At the close a vote of thanks was
tendered the Association by the students, and
after Prof. Forrest had put the motion the
President, Mr. J. S, McLean, responded on behalf
of the Association. The following is the pro-

gramme :—

DBATUIE ;4ooyioesosns Vice-President, W, C. Silver,
FOSONNE . .. i ioiniois Dalhousie College Glee Club.
Address ...... Shvvves Dr. R. C. Weldon, M. P,

Vocal Solo .......... J, Godfrey Smith.

¥ ¥ P e R Mr. Wright, Pine Hill
Intermission.......... Refreshments.

WO T o'vos o oo vgin Messrs. Crawford, Hebb, and Temple.
RIS .. viveobesy His Worship the Mayor.

7 " RO e Rev. President Forrest.

Part Song............ Dalhousie College Glee Club,
A0dreat . .. oviivesnss J. C. P. Frazee, Business College.
Address.............. Mr. McLeod.

Vocal Quartette ..... ““The Christian’s Good-night,” Messrs.
Crawford, Hebb, Temple and MeCurdy.
Gop SAVE THE QUEEN.

‘COLLEGE NEWS.

THERE is a project on foot to wine and dine
the graduating classes. i

W. H. RoGeRs has joined the LL. B. class,
and will remain until examinations are over.

Pror. MacDoNALD was confined to his house
for a week with a serious attack of bronchitis.
We are glad to see him back again. 1

THE gymnasium classes have had their
annual competition, and the judges, Prof. Leitchi
and W. J. Stewart, awarded 1st place to J. J.

Buchanan, Frazee was 2nd, and Grierson 3rd.
~ THE second year law class are under abliga-

<

r

ﬁomtol(rSadpmek,Qu Though too ill to |

O G

business, he gave his

lectures so that he might complete the |

LECTURES in the Arts faculty close the 25th

inst.,as the Governors have then to give up the old
building to the City. This is a fortnight earlicr
than the time in the Calendar. Old-time stu-
dents can imagine the uproarious applause with
which the announcement was greeted.

THE executive of the Alumni have had several
important meetings lately. A committee con-

sisting of President, 1st Vice-President, and
Secretary, were appointed to confer with a
committee from the Board of Governors in
regard to securing a fuller representation of the
Alumni on the board. The committees appointed
to prepare lists of names of persons qualified to
become members have reported, and a vigorous
canvass to swell the roll of membership is under
way. Members in arrears will, it is hoped,
s

)

L

EXOHANGES. !

We regret that, through pressure of work,
we are unabled to give that attention, in this
issue, to our exchanges which we would like.
We. are pleased, however, to welcome them all
to our sanctum. All of them maintain their
usual creditable appearance, while some are even
more attractive than ever. Among them we are
pleased to mote The Oberlin Review, Unity,
Queen's College Journal, The Pennsylvanian,
The Umiversity Mirror, The Butes Student,
Chironian, Portfolio,” The Academian, Bru-
nonian, Acte Victoriane, The Varsity, Know
Ooétoyo Monthly, Latin School Register, and
others, ;

DALLUSIENS!A.
We wish owr contemporaries n;uum hqu#
Jor the public, but belongs exclusively to the students at present attending
College, who dre alone expected to understand its contents.

Ox Monday morning one of the Pine Hill
students dmeM&UMOM-mM
THE "li‘mh:b-nft Friend ” had

He could ) it f
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filled with a_far-away loék, and he continually
sings snatches of -love songs.

- Ask Schurman and McLean

Oh where ! oh where is our Freshie gone?
Oh where ? oh where can he be?

Aeross the common way out the road,
The Freshie has gone to tea.

THE President of the Misogenests Make of
Loud complaints against some of the members
of the fraternity, whe have also broken their
vows. Their names will appear shortly.

TeE Freshman's friend, despite the kindly
warnings which he gave the Freshmen at the
Christmas entertainment, generally grows uneasy
on Wednesday evenings at 8.30 p.m., puts on
his overcoat and takes a * constitutional.”

On it is pitifel
In a whole city full,
Girl he has none ;
He's a Senior;
Four years he’s been here,
All, all alone.
Yet was his faithful heart
Ne'er touched by Beauty’s dart,
Here by the sea ;
For he'’s heard to say,
** Down there by the Bay
Lives a maiden fair to see,
8he is good enough for me !

LAW SCHOOL FACETIAE.

RINKLETS and ringlets are synonomous with

certain students now. Names next issue.

Tae student who read four pages of the
{n‘dgment in an important case on Constitutional |

w before he discovered that it was in French,
is going up for examination all the same.

THE Freshman who got tossed the other day

TaE latest instance “ of the x.nost unkindest

cut of all!” '
Prof.—* Do you understand me, Mr. T— ?”

Mr, T——*“ No, sir.”
Prof.—* Have you been paying as close atten-
tion as you usually do 7"

PERSONALS.

AMONG the new representatives in the Local
Legislature we are pleased tonotice Dr. Bethune,
a graduate of '75.

the principals in a little transaction that occurred
on the evening of the lst inst. Before it was
over, C. H. Cahan, B.A. '86, had renounced his
freedom and become a Benedict. To Mr. Cahan
and his bride we give our best blessing, and
hope they may have more than the allotted
share of conjugal happiness.

Wu. CameroN, B.A. 73, of Merigomish, Pie-
tou, has been elected to fill the seat in the Local
Legislature vacated by the resignation of the
Hon. A. C. Bell. We are pleased to congratulate
Mr. Cameron on this honour bestowed upon him,
and trust that in his new sphere of usefulness
he will not forget his Alma Sntcr.

DarLuusiaxs I8 Poumics —Our (?ll:ﬁ has
only been granting degrees since 1867, our
gnﬁllts are all of them young men. Each
year they are rising into prominence, and every
election sees more and more of them playing »

conspicuous in public affairn.  Dx. Betnuxe,
the newly member for Vietoria, obtained

the of M.D., C M., from Dnlhouur in Th,

'nid he believed the whole thing was a put up |
job, and that he intends to come down heavy on |
the conspirators at the first opportunity. |

Immediately after Le began the practice of his

WE extend our heartiest congratulations to

Pt 43 rwirw
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has now become so 1mportant a part in the
course. Hon. Mp. FIeLDING, the Provincial
Secretary, attended classes in Dalhousie for
several years, and is now one of her honored
alumni. In the Dominion elections recently
held a number of Dalhousians were in the front
of the battle. DR. McLgkoD, of Cape Breton,
was a student in Dalhousie durmg the years
'79-'81. C. H. Tuppgp, M. P. for Pictou, studied
here for several sessions. So did Messrs. STAIRS
and BULMER. Others too there may have been,
and doubtless were of whom we do not know.
We might mention many Dalhousians who
though not in thg thick of the fight, yet pl fy
no mean part. In Pictou the wordy warfare
carried on so vigorously for a few weeks was
conducted almost exclusively by former students
of Dalhousie. The MOGILLIVRAYS, JENNISONS,
and McLEANS, among the Conservatives found
Rolands for their Olivers in the FRASERS,
McDoNALDS, and SINCLAIRS, of the Liberals.
Nor should we forget Mr. CanaN, B. A,, 86,
editor of the Kvewing Mail, who, from the
moment when he made his debut as a speaker
~ at the Lyceum, was a marked man, whose
services were afterwards frequently required
where the dapger was greatest.

—

“ Bailiff,” said an Arkansas judge one day last
week, to the officer in charge of the jury, * will
plea.se inform the jury that there will be a horse-
race in Merrick’s pasture at three o'clock ?” The

ry had been out for forty-eight hours, but in
~}ess than thirty minutes they came into court
with a verdiet.

“ No, George,” she said, “I cannot man'{ you
I shall a.lways esteem you as a friend, b
not be your wife.”

George hesitated. “ Clara,” he said, brokenly,
“ will you grant me one fa.vor before I go away
for ever ?”

“ Yes, George,” she replied kindly. “ What is
it ?”

“ Please put your refyisal down on paper. I'll
feel safer. --Harper'a Bazar.

He Pur It Upr.—A gentleman received a
note from his lawyer which he was unable to de-
cipher. On his way to the office he met a friend
at the door of a drug store. The friend, after
vainly attempting to read the note, suggested
that they step inside and hand it to the druggist
without comment. The druggist, after studying
it in silence for a few minutes, stepped behind
the prescription case, and in a short time returned
with a bottle of medicine, duly labelled and bear-
ing directions, When the gentleman saw his law-
yer he was informed that the note was a notice
for him to call at his office between 3 and 4
o'clock, p. m. of the following day.

S

IN the United States there are 41 Presby-
terian, 46 Baptist, 52 Methodist, 28 Congrega-
tional, and 12 Episcopal Colleges.

Hiram SiBLEY, of Rochester, has promised
$250,000 more for improving and enlarging the
Sibley College of Mechanic Arts at Cornell.
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