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NOCTURNAL REVELRIES.

“There was a sound of revelry by night.”

AN is an animal to whose existence amuse-
ment is—well, hardly abso/utely necessary
—but certainly requsite in no small doses.
Amusement he must have, and he accordingly
obtains it, when, where and how ’'tis at all pos-
sible. This when, where and how, certainly vary
with the individual. Know a man and you can
infer pretty accurately how he will amuse him-
self. But in one thing all mankind is alike.
They seek their relaxation from the toils and
cares of business, or study, as the case may be,
by night. And therefore some one has called
the human quadruped a night bird. Whether
there is any peculiar influence in the “glare of
the gas ;" whether the artificial brilliancy serves
to impart some of its influence to the revellers
or not, it boots us not to enquire. We purpose
no physiological or philosophical dissertation,
but simply the blazoning forth of our vast exper-
ience in the matter. An one can cull any gbod
from. this article, well ; if not—well also. But
we fear that neither the regeneration or degra-
dation of the genus humanum will resnlt from our
graphic portrayals ; not, mark you, from the
weakness of our pen—oh no !—but rather from
the natural inborn leanings of earthly kin to
things of the world worldly.
~ First comes the ordinary evening party, in
we have all taken part. In good sooth
"tis almost necessary to have one at least once a
80 accustomed have we become to these
ssipations, And methinks for really
yment an eyening party of twenty
no equals, (Nota bene. ~ An exactly
on of the sexes being stipulated for,)
asant dances, ravishing #22¢-
. . B b}&

%

But the full dress evening party excels in
misery, as its more humble relative excels in
enjoyment. Cruel chokers, claw hammers, im-
prisoned hands and enamelled feet can doubtless
be blamed for the exceeding hatefulness of these,
which can hardly, methinks, be called revelries.
Truly it could not have been one of these assem-
blies from which ¢S.” deduced the immoral
argument in his article on dancing. For any-
thing more unresponsive to a gentle squeeze, or
more incapable of returning one, than a tightly-
gloved hand is, surely, tolerably hard to find.
In 1ts fout ensemble the full dress party should be
put down as being neither one thing nor the other.
A dinner party without the dinner; a ball without
the dancing, the numbers and"magnificence may
be aptly compared to it. Away with them |

But for real, solid, lasting enjoyment, the
dinner party of twelve tops all others, provided
certain rules are attended to. Let ‘there be
about a dozen ; let all the company be acquaint-
ed beforehand, in order that they may shake
down into their places without any needless
delay. Then when the dinner is put on the table
all will be enabled to devote their sole attention
thereto. Yum! Yum!

With an ordinarily voracious dinner party a
good square meal can be demolished in * less
than no time.” Then the fair ones leave, and a
half-hour of enjoyment ensues, in which the
“friendly bowl,” the “feast of reason,” and the
“flow of soul ” hold the chief place. For there
is nothing which sets one’s bright idea, his wit,
and his finer feelings in more active pla
an old champagne or a steaming punch bowl
List to the water drinker’s fanatic cry.
defy any one to show us a dinner p:
the sole beverage was water, which could worthil
receive the name, 1 bri

No ; wine and wit and bri
eyes are inseparably united. May they nev
disjoined, .

But now we betake ourselves
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in less pretentious assemblies. For sociability
it cannot of course be compared with its more
humble but more enjoyable kin, the quadrille
and evening party, but it abounds in amusement.
And not the least mirth-provoking part of the
whole night is the induction to the ball room
In the hall, brilliantly lighted and lined with
servants, a scene of the strangest confusion pre-
sents itself. In the general eagerness to gain
the ball room, friend gets separated from friend,
turbaned chaperones call in cracked voices for
help ; desolate and isolated daughters seize in
distraction the nearest arm ; mothers scream,
footmen laugh, fathers swear, while high above
all comes the tramp, tramp, of the dancers over-
head, who, having passed successfully through
the ordeal below, are now enjoying their liberty
to the lively music of fiddle, French horn and
viols. Yes! he who makes his mind up can
certainly enjoy himself at a ball. In the large
company an individual almost loses his individu-
ality and can give himself up to the whim of the
moment without exciting general comment. He
who wishes not need not dance. He who flirts
“can indulge ad /6. He who is learned can meet
kindred spirits ang in some corner discuss grave
metaphysical questions. He whose penchant is
blind-hookey or whist need wish no better oppor-
tunity ; whi%::: there always remains the dance in
which to plunge, when satiated with other amuse-
ments, |
As we ascend the scale of nocturnal revelries
we next come to the masquerade, the bal masque
the—we had almost said—acme of enjoyment.
~Init all conventionalities are laid aside. All the
usages of the world are discarded with the hard
hat and black coat and the participator’s fancy
runs riot through all the rigs which have dis-
figured humanity in any other age than his own ;
and with their clothes he assumes, so far as he
“is able, their manners. The darkey guffaws and
rolls out strings of broken English; the Irishman
whoops and whirls his two feet of blackthorn ;
e knight strides along in knightly dignity ;
1 I glides stealthily about “ seeking whom
he may devour.” All endeavour to personate,
_as far as possible, the character assumed, and
the majority succeed for a timg. But with the
rst measure of the music the assumed features
wn aside like a mask. The fishwoman
autocrat waltz on a perfectly equal

The nun, spite of her beads and bands,

nfidingly on an arm of the Prince of | it
; fairy queens and. hideous satyrs, ' And

grinning clowns and staid divines, stately knights
and ragged mendicants, all mingle as though it
were natural and right that they should do so.

‘Another charm of the masquerade is that it
brings one, as it were, into a past day, into an
atmosphere of mystery and romance Thenearest
and dearest friends may not know one another.
The clown berates his brother and belabours
with his bladder the father of his flancee ; the
divine flirts with his sister and knows it not;
the matador runs more than his professional
risk in carrying away the owner of a pretty foot
from a savage-looking duenna. And when the
masques are laid aside what huge jokes, ‘what
strange situations are revealed. Taken all in all,
the bal-masque is an inexhaustible fountain of
fun and jollity and fiirtations. ‘

Closely allied to the masked ball is the carnival,
an offspring of our severe winters. The only
difference is that the ball is on ice, and the
company on skates. Otherwisg all that can be
said of the one can be said of the other, save
that equilibrium is a thing at times difficult
to retaip, which only adds, however, to the
general fun. We saw a “ Yankee Agent” sit
down lately on the ice, so forcibly as to knock
the roof out of a beaver, ruin an umbrella, and
considerahly damage a pair of specs. Still the
onlookers only laughed and—laughed.

We could prolong this list of gﬂcmmal revel-
ries. Butthe where and how might take us into
undesirable localities at undesirable times. More-
oveg. it would make this article undesirably long.
So for the present we will stop shert, and per-
haps at some other day renew our consideration
ot man as a nocturnal being. SILENUS,

TERPSICHOREAN.
HILE the gaiety and revel of Yule-tide
were still in prospect, I sat me down and
wrate a very mild condemnation of the popular-
dance. Excited, no doubt, by free indulgence
during the holiday season, and anxious to détend
the rites of his patron, Silenus rushes at my
humble effort and attempts to demolish its
statements, This attempt might have be K=

‘quaffing,” the weariness of the body has a cor-
r

near.and clear and deadly roar of cannon. Who
*1s reckless enough to say that men placed in

*  tion of ti@ﬁ: dance-room ?
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prised if he receive less than the fairest treat-
ment? In the very first paragraph I find my
truthfulness assailed, and the insinuation is flung
at me that I practise what I preach against. I
protest—but why should I spend time-—no per-
son is so simple as to be carried away by such
paltry tricks. Then * Mephistopheles Terpsi-
choreus” declares that the quotations placed at
the head of my article are * commendatory” of
the modern dance. Shades of Moses, Milton
and Wordsworth, are ye not disquieted in your
Elysian slumber! Let us consider the aforesaid
extracts seriatim. |
i. David danced with all his might.—Samuel.

The king of Israel had just completed a great
act of restoration, an act inspired by the inten-
sity of his zeal for the pure and primitive wor-
ship of his people's God, and in the excess of his
joy and the fervor of pious excitement, he
“danced before the Lord with all his might.”
Remembering all the circumstances of the case,
have we in the quotation the faintest commend-
ation of the mad whirl of the ball-room ?

2. On with the dance! let joy be unconfined \-—Childe Harold

Silenus also has made use of this line, and for
the better understanding of its force let us
quote the period to which it belongs :

“ On with the dance ! let joy be unconfined ;

No sleep till morn, when {/c}ﬁth and Pleasure meet

To chase the glowing hours with flying feet.”

We know how the fate of Europe depended
on the army whose officers were gathered in
“ Belgium's capital” “by night,” ¢n the 17th
June, 1815—we know how the prowess of the
bravest host is influenced by the bearing of its
leaders—we know how, after a night spent un-
tiiisnkiag}y in  “dancing, ‘drinking, laughing,

ng effect upon the mind. Fortunate
Wellington, for England, for Europe,
¢ midnight shout 'was drowned by that

-

tions important and in peril so imminent

e either reason or profit in the giddy dissipa-

ﬁgmﬁnw%&mmﬂw@
e s > generally mis-
tal author had
5 (]

joyous movement. The invocation, as all will
remember, is not to the muse of the dance, but
to the grace Euphrosyne, whose animating spirit
was joy. The “light fantastic toe” is merely
the antithesis of the face of Melancholy—* sober,
steadfast, and demure” The joys pictured in
this song are not at all like those which produce
the vertigo whose evil effects Silenus deplores.
They are the joys of quiet country life. Dancing
is one of these I grant, but not the dancing
against which I inveigh. There “ many a youth
and many a maid " dance *in the chequered
shade” “till the live-long daylight fail,” a slight
contrast to the merry making which only begins
when night has with her sober livery all things
clad, and too often ends about the time when
nature should be, not creeping to rest, but just
awakening into the life of a new day.

4. Meanwhile welcome gay, and feast,
Midnight shout, and revelry,
Tipsy dance, and jollity.—Comus.

5}%

Then our age was in its prime,

Free from rage and free from crime,

A very merry, dancing, drinking, ‘
Laughing, quaffing, and unthinking time.~Secwlar Masgue.

These lines need no comment. No person
with less effrontery than Silenus would invite
sane men of the nineteenth century to endorse
any such conduct as they suggest.

6. Miriam “the prophetess, the sister of Aaron, took a

timbrel in her hand ; and all the women went out after her
with timbrels and with dances.— £xodus.

Here, as in the first extract, the dance is rep~
resented as the manifestation of religious joy,
for the principal actress accompanies her tim-
brel witg a psalm of praise for the deliverance of
her nation, she says to her companions, who,
let us remark, were not a mixed assembly, but
were all women,—* Sing ye to the Lord for he
hath triumphed victoriously.” S

7. Dames of ancient o
Have led their children through the mirthfel mare;
And the gay grandsire, skilled in gestic lore,

Has frisk eneatn the burden of four memmm

Is this “ comniéndatory ” of the assemb
which'all young children are excluded, and i

‘which “gay grandsires ” never, or | Jrisk

Perhaps Silenus thinks so, but T certainl;
not. Now, having endeavoured to clear mj
of the imputation of garbling the
the mighty dead, let me say justa

about what I have already said, and
friend has said about it. i
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He would have us believe that because a
graceful dancer is also a graceful walker, we
profit by spending a great deal of time in learn-
ing the art, and in practising the same until we
arrive at such a stage that we may, by our god-
like carriage, attract the eyes of Granville street
critics—* a consumtnation devoutly to be wished
for!” Granted that a man should make himself
as agreeable as he may to the eyes of his fellow,
and that a slouching gait is not pleasant to our
senses, is there no way of attaining a graceful
carriage except by persistently dancing into it?
From the fact that I have seen excellent walkers,
and many of them who would rather fly than
dance, I am convinced that there is no necessary
connection between grace in carriage and “sal-
tation.” A few lessons and a careful remem-
brance of them in our daily peregrinations will
accomplish directly quite as much as may indi-
rectly be derived from a persistent indulgence
in “ tripping folly.”

Again I am accused of preferring the intoxi-
cating stimulus of the wine cup to the innocent (?)
pleasure of the waltz. I'used the words “friendly
bowl” to express the usual accompaniment of
social intercourse, the dainties that are com-
monly tound on the festal board ; these may or
may not include the fruit of the vine. But sup-
pose they are only applicable to this latter, why
should the use of wine give a sensible and mode-
rate man a vertigo from whose effects he cannot
recover for days?

There are two ways of meeting a statement of
truth,~one is to cover it with ridicule, the other

“to exaggerate the expression of it so far as to
destroy its force. In taking up the prejudicial-
to-health argument Silenus combines both these
methods, and in the end leaves my statement
unanswered. I now repeat it, The modern
dance is prejudicial to health; and let anyone
who has breathed the heated air of a dance
room for even a few hours testify of his physical
staie during the day following, .and I venture to
say his evidence will suppost my assertion.
‘Let another speak of his headache the day fol-
lowing an “innocent” quadrille party, and even
Silenus will admit that perhaps the vertigo de-

oped by a waltz has, effects which last longer

an a few minutes, i it

y another distortion of my language I am

o consider dancers immoral. . Far be it
rom me to say that my many good friends who
. delight to belong to the train of Terpsichore are
~_pot as pure in their thoughts and lives as I or.

any sedate walker may be. I claimed that there
was an inconsistency in the matter. I am as
strongly inclined to that opinion as ever. And
the recollection of the ways of my ancestors
neither converts me from error (?) nor convinces
me that a revival of their style of making merry
would be beneficial to modern society. We
have already looked at the evidences which
Silenus produces from Holy Writ. We have
seen that the references were in no case made
to merry making or revelry—but that in every
case the spirit inspiring the actors was that of
piety and a desire t6 praise the Eternal King.
I am sorry that my friend did not quote a few
of his “numberless instances.” I might then
have been convinced. S.

FUN.

Hewnce loath'd Melancholy,

Of Cerberus and blackest midnight born,

in Stygian cave forlorn,

"Mongst horrid shapes and shrieks, and sights unholy:
* » » * »

But come thou goddesg fair and free,
In heaven yclep’'d Euphrosyne,
And by men heart-easing Mirth,—
Haste thee, nymph, and %ring with thee
Jest, and youthful jollity, -
Qa?s, and cranks, and wanton wiles,
ods and becks, and wreathed smiles.— Mi/tos.

%

UN is a funny thing when you try to think
what it really is. A good definition would

be somewhat difficult to give. Speaking from
experience, we would define it to be a tickling
nervous sensation, beginning about the region

corner of the human system,

Sometimes it opens fire by starting a smile at
the corner of a man's mouth, which runs all
round his face, brings a twinkle of light into his
eye, and eventually produces a sort of honey-
suckle emotion ; at other times it causes inde-
scribable convulsive contortions as if an earth-
quake were taking place within. As a general
rule, the amount of fun is estimated by the
magnitude of the grin, but a correct result cannot
always be gotten in this way, for sometimes the
bigger part of the grin is inside. et B
It has been said that. fun is better than phys

i

of the stomach and penetrating to the remotest

i#
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fun-producing elements, but only to point our
index-finger to what we call genuine fun, that
Which causes pain to no one. Fun for the boys
and death for the frogs is lopsided, and there
should be some consideration for the frogs, cold-
blooded though they be. It can scarcely be
considered funny to tramp on your neighbour’s
corns, though the peculiar expression which
takes possession of his countenance during such
an operation might be the cause of some merri-
ment to the one, yet clearly indicates that there
is pain suffered by the other.

Our idea of the pure unadulterated article is
something like that which takes everyone by
storm with the force of a hurricane, sweeping
away the chilling shades of melancholy; drag-
ging forth the soul from its hiding place ; plung-
ing it in a bath of glorious sunshiny sport;
rousing up the whole inner and outer man;
hastening even Moir's hot mutton pies to disso-
lution. We always considered it a special pro-
vidence to Dalhousie’s sons that Moir's bakery
has been established over the way. We beg
pardon for this digression. It is fun which
prings a sickly smile into. the classic gloom
where it flickers for a moment with a ghostly
gleam, and finally ascends triumphant to the
lofty pile. Itis fun which starts on its course
upstairs with mathematical precision, wimpling
away in circles, then flying off at a tangent, it
goes bumping down the old stone steps ; bounc-
ing from the floor to the ceiling, at length it
bursts through the cold unfeeling walls, rolling
and roaring away down across every street,
making the policemen fly to the cellars,
for they prognosticate by the sound that there
is a tremendous row up town ; ultimately the
echoes mingle with murmurs of ocean and are
lost forever. o
. There appears to be a likeness between elec-
tricity and fun, as the latter seems to have two
holes corresponding to those of the former; on
the positive side we always classified the dr

1ampoo, the slide down stairs, and the prelimi-
_exhortation by the gymnastic professor.
to prove our assertion that fun has a
pole, we will recall an incident of our

meadow. When I came out of my hiding place
I could see one window of the school-house, and
imagined that the master, as we all called him,
stood there watching the bridge, so I was afraid
to stir. Time bung heavy on my hands. Our
lesson that morning began with the words,—
“Time’s an hand-breadth ; "tis a tale ;
"Tis a vessel under sail ;”
I kept thinking of these lines for some time,
presently I remembered two more,—
“"Tis a torrent’s rapid stream Y
"I'is a shadow ; 'tis a dream.”
Of all liars the author of such poetry appeared
to me to be the greatest. Then I began to fear
greatly lest a snake might come and sting me,
and I should be found dead under the bridge,
all on account of playing truant. My hair actu-
ally stood on end with fear. I crouched down
in the mud scarcely daring to breathe, as I fully
expected to see some slimy monster glide from
under the old logs and swallow me up. How-
ever dinner hour came along at last. I just
waited until the coast was elear, then bolted for
home, but to my horror and dismay the master
was there before me. In order to make a long
story short, I received a due portion of slipper
philosophy from the maternal side of the family,
and also a goodly share of birch philosophy dur-
ing the afternoon in school, so that I have con-
sidered myselt somewhat of a philospher ever
since. |
From the above we are convinced that our
statement is fully borne out, and that there is a
negative pole to fun beyond the shadow of a
doubt. i |
Now, gentle reader, there are some things 1
would like you to try just for fun. Firstly, Take
a good square look at the district schoolmarm
as she corfies into church after getting a new
feather in her hat. Secondly. Step on the train
of a young lady who has a fellow. Thirdly*
Take a good look out of the corner of your eye
at two William goats when in a combative frame
of mind, and as they assume a perpendicular
attitude hold your breath and do not say a word,
but wait for the concussion of the resultant
forces. Lastly, but not least. We wish you to

try one thing by all means, i,mt for fun, Ly, -

| 'kiss a beautiful blushing damsel without sh

your eyes. N g
| Yours trul

W
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E trust that the want of a Professor of Elo-

¥ cution will not-make any difference in re-
spect to the prizes offered for competition in
this branch, It is a matter of comparative ease
for the student who has any ambition in this
direction, to train himself, with the assistance of
some guide on the exercise of speaking. Even
during the professorship of our late instructor

in Rhetoric we were of opinion that too little
time was spared from the ordinary class work

“to devote to the work of elocution. But we be-

lieve that the necessity for private practice will
now be greater than ever, as the usual amount of
college training has been removed for this session
‘at least. Now without some present motion the
probability is small that this duty will be attend-
ed to. The student who has what he considers
4 large amount of classics. and mathematics to
‘prepare for the dreaded Ides will easily persuade:
himself that holding forth to the bed-post in the

nguage of Burke or Sheridan is only a waste
_ . But if the aforesaid exércise holds out
the temptation of a prize at the end, affairs will.
appear quite different, .« .. - :x

do not make these mmarkﬁi altegéthér ina
sh spirit. They are |

desire to see the ordinary Dalhousie student
shorn to some extent of the faculty of making
his fellow man miserable when he attempts to
speak, and partly by a desire to give the donor
the usual opportunity of exhibiting his gener-
osity on Convocation day.

While on this subject it may not be out of
place to entreat the students to turn their atten-
tion to something which savours of novelty.
The Sixth and Seventh Readers are pretty well
played out by this time, and all the ordinary

their power to move through hard usage. Give
us something new, gentlemen, and in tkis way
make the competition interesting It might not
be a bad idea to look up a few speeches by some
of our own orators, such as Howe, Johnston or
Tupper. Why Nova Scotians must cross the
line in search of eloquence when we have some
limited suppiy of the commodity at home, is a
conundrum we will rather suggest than attempt
to solve. And don’t give us sermons, please!
Remember there is a place for everything, and
few commodities have a greater faculty of getting
out of place than sermons. Save them till you
get to Pine Hill, gentlemen. The atmosphere
out there is more healthy for such flights. We
have observed that even the cats in that portion
of our metropolis seem to have an unusual

means, gnd fresh ones.

THE History classes of the fourth year are
- still in abeyance, and it is generally under-

stood that no oral teaching will be given in.

department for the remainder of the session,

There is every probability, however, that work
will ‘be prescribed from standard authors, from
which the examination papers will be set.
ths #100 ~ onate

American Independence barangues have lost

longevity of expression. Give us speeckes by all

W
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weeks of a term, when reviews are the order of
the day, (and night too) is not a very long
period for the preparation of the modern history

of Europe.

T will be a satisfaction to our readers to learn
that Dr. Lyall, Professor of Metaphysics and
Logic, has taken charge of the class in Rhetoric.
Of course, at this advanced stage of the term, it
can hardly be expected that anyone could adapt
himselftoall thewants of she class. The students,
however, are general in their praises of the
method in which the class is conducted, and we
can almost wish we were Freshmen again, to
hear the text-book of our late Professor in
Rhetoric analysed by the masterly hand of Dr.
Lyall.

COMMUNICATION which appeared in
the Acadian Reeorder of April last, touch-

ing the competition for the Elocution Prizes,
which seems now to have become an institution
of our College, gives occasion for a few remarks
upon this subject. At that time the matter was
fresh in our memories, and it is with a desire to
excite an interest in a topic of some practical

importance that we seek to revive it. We do it’

now in order that there may be opportunity for
a change during the present term in the plan
that has hitherto been in vogue, if it shall seem
that the considerations which we may now or
hereafter offer are of sufficient weight. It was
urged in the article referred to, that, as the
declamations delivered at the Convocation cere-
monies were the.only specimens shown to the
public of the work which was done within Dal-
isie’s walls, and as this consisted simply in a
hearsal of the ideas of some orator, known or
nown, the public had reason to suspect that

wer studies there was reasonable ground for

! ment will never

or not, and that as a rule the prizes fall to stu-
dents who are not, for the time, members of the
Rhetoric class, 7 e, to those who prepare in pri-
vate tor the contest. This may be partly ac-
counted for on the hypothesis that it takes one
term to overcome that enervating stage-friglt.
Again, the introduction of this feature into Con-
vocational proceedings was probably to increase
the interest and variety, and could never have
been intended to indicate that the successful
speaker represented any other element of college
work. Still we confess that some such criterion
may not unnaturally be expected, and it is with
the view of readjusting this anomaly and sug-
gesting an adoption of the plan that is followed
in most other colleges, that we ask the attention
of those who have the power of effecting the
desired end.

Let us make a stride in advance from declam-
ations to orations, so-called. Let the grand
ideas which many a school-boy in our Province
could pronounce more “trippingly on the
tongue” than our avérage graduate, be given up
for such original rhetorical effort as may be in
our power, and which will in some degree indi-
cate the scholarship, style of composition and
diction, and fitness for the rostrum which the
candidate may possess. It does not seem that
any argument can be required to indicate to
any one of common understanding the advan-
tages of the proposed plan. That there is a
tendency in it to spread-cagleism we admit, but
the same influences which have operated in re-
straining us heretofore-from that sort of thing
will still be effectual, without doubt. The prac-
tical advantage which our plan has over the
other is seen in this, that recitation is rarely
turned to any other use than that of interesting’
the public in secial entertainments, while the’
power of pres&nting our ideas before an audience
enhances very much our influence and standing
in society ; the one is largely mechanical, the
other exhibits freedom and naturalness ; that is
memory, and may not be even the opinion of
the speaker, this is the exertion of every mental
power, and is characterized by identity of inter-.
est between the person and the idea, by pro-

| found conviction and desire to convince.

The attention and criticism which
sary to the production of a polish
eigh down all the intellectual '
undred memorized speeches, i
' is own views wit
ar be confounded
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It might not even be prudent at first to ven-
ture into such an untried field as introducing
the novice to the Convocation as the orator of
the occasion, but if, as in the past, the Legisla-
tive Assembly room should be the scene of the
polemical warfare, the contestant who could de-
rive no inspiration from the associations of the
hour, from the intellectual throng, from the his-
toric surroundings which though dead still
speak,—he, we say, might well question whether
the platform was his legitimate sphere.

We are not, however, contending for show,
but practical advantage, and we believe that a
prize of judicious value offered by some of our
friends, would have a very good effect. We do
not ignore the claims of declamation, but we do
insist upon the comparative superiority of the
other system. The question may arise in what
way the respective merits of contestants is to be
tested. We see no reason why the present Elo-
cution competition might not be allowed to cover
the whole ground, so that at one meeting all
competitors might be classed either as reciters
of their own or of some one else's composition.
An application of the system of examination
which already obtains is all that is necessary.

For some years our College has been indebted
to the generosity of the Chief Justice of Nova
Scotia tor Elocution prizes, and we believe their
effect has been. very salutary. Knowing, how-
ever, that his aim in this, as in so many more
important channels of munificence, is the wel-
fare of Dalhousie, we are perhaps hardly modest
enough in venturing the suggestion that one of
the Elocution prizes be given for the best oration,
‘When this had been done once or twice tenta-
tively, then there would be good opportunity for
a comparison of the respective merits of the
two claims. Of course the result will remain
with the students, who, in cases of'this kind may
. be considered the best judges, being guided by
a sort of infallible instinct, which, however, will
probably be best brought into play by the pros-
pect. of a prize. We may remark, too, that
hough it may appear that Freshmen would
hardly compete to advantage or with a fair
hance on this basis, yet we have found that the

llege year is no guage of ability. It might be

&

rovement, however, to exclude Seniors

in the purely declam-

student should be allowed to compete in bogh
classes is a doubtful question, but certainly not
at one examination, We hope we have not
been too dictatorial in making these remarks.
We simply consider the plan as quite practicable
and better by far than the present, and without
any selfish interests or prejudice toward existing
institutions, are anxious for its adoption.

E. C

“BUNCOMBE.”

WI?; hear much in thése modern times respect-
ing the hurtful effects of certain classes of
literature. A proportion of this complaint we
corroborate with pleasure. Certainly there is a
mass of printed material floating about the world
which, to say the least, we would be better with-
out, There are certain departments of reading,
however, receiving the unlimited support of men
who certainly ought to have sound judgment in
these matters, which we believe are contributing
their quota to the genéral fund of trash, One of
these classes we wish to hold up briefly for
observation. We refer to the juvenile Sunday

School literature of the nineteenth century.
Necessarily these books treat largely of good
little boys and girls. Now we have two objections

to the aforesaid Sunday School book good

little boys and girls. In the first place, they
exist only in the sickly imagination of some
fifth-rate story monger. And in the second
place they present ideal sanctimonious juveniles;
which can never be other than objects of con-
tempt to any sensible real boy or girl. These
youths ask their mammas sage questions which
would puzzle a Junior in the metaphysical class.
They allow non-Church-going urchins to pound
them with perfeéct impunity, and during the
operation are heard to murmur some scriptural
text.. They die as the gentle Spring is opening
the tiny buds, leaving the reader in a s
perplexity as to how they had passed thro
many previous gentle Springs. ke
Now all this may be very well; the weak
point however, is that ‘it exists only on paper.

But seriously ; we believe that there i

ith | i
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But the above is our least objection to the
®irrent literature of this class. The followirg is
the tone in which it appeals in large measure to
the sympathies or feelings. Some Sunday School
stripling, through the influence of a band of
urchins who do not attend the atoresaid place of
instruction, has been persuaded against theorders
of his mamma to go for a swim on the
Sabbath and of course is drowned. These yarns
are presented as warnings of Judgment to youths
who show a disposition to enjoy themselves on
that day against the orders of some saintly
maternal. It is an old truth that fools madly
rush where angels fear to tread. On whose
authority, we would ask, is doctrine as above
taught ? The irreverence which ignorantly
ascribes such dealings to Providence is only
equalled by the stupidity of those placing such
caricatures before the observation of children.
Far better, we believe, to let a boy fly his kite
or spin his top all day Sunday, strongly though
wedisapproveof these proceedings, than toimbibe
such monstrous beliefs concerningthe dealings of
Divinity, which in any case are beyond the cogni-
zance of humanity. |

The history of man furnishes numberless cases
of lives devoted through long years to the work
of evil,. We look back over the record of such
names as Voltaire, Paine, Hume, Mandeville.
Who can estimate the evil growing out of of the
seeds which those men have scattered broadcast
on the fields of time? All our loftiest ideas
concerning virtue, morality and Deity they have
ridiculed and despised. . In their systems they
bave degraded every sentiment of nobility and of
honor. Notwithstanding, who can point to any
special dispensation of evil in their history. And
yet th philosophers of Sunday School
notoriety gravely.order the Judgments of Heaven

' a child who under temptation has
tarily disobeyed his mother, or been rather
ess on the Sabbath Day, With. these
e leave the reader to poander, trusting

that a new and more common-sense era may yet

upon some departments of literature, .
oy | J. F. D.

‘Al the striking events of human history, past,

as a sign of penitence. This custom, probably
introduced by Gregory the Great (590-604), was
sanctioned by Pope Celestin IIl. in 1191 and
afterwards generally prevailed. Before mass,
the ashes were consecrated on the altar, sprinkled
with holy water and signed three times with the
cross while the priest recited the words ‘ Me-
mento quod cineses, et in cinerem reverteris !”
(* Remember that thou art dust and must return
to dust’) Next they were strewed on the heads
of the officiating priests, the clergy, and the as-
sembled people. The ashes were said to be
those of the palms consecrated on the preceding
Palm Sunday. The Protestant Church in Ger-
many does not celebrate Ash-Wednesday. In
the Church of England it is observed by the
stricter members, but without anything of the
ceremony from which it derives its name; and
the commination—a series of denunciation
against impenitent offenders—is appointed to
be read in the service for the day.”

The observation of this holiday at Dalhousie
is much approved by the students, although we
do not think the professors are unanimous in
their praises. It serves, however, to indicate
that Presbyterian influence is not predominant,
of which we hope our carping contemporaries
will make a note,

THE GREAT PYRAMID OF CHEOPS.
E had the pleasure of listening to Mr.
Fraser's justly celebrated lecture on the

great Pyramid of Cheops. Seldom has it been
our privilege to spend an evening of more intense
interest than that on which the wonders of this
massive structure were recited in our hearing.
The speaker in language which it is difficult to
doubt, demonstrated many of the important
facts of science from the language written by
measurements upon this mountain of masonry.

present and future, he reads from this record on
the rock. We do not profess to be able in an
manner to criticise his conclusions. _If they are
just we see here without exception the wonder
of wonders. If their only aim is a display of
human ingenuity, we still must regard the grea
pyramid as a subject of intense interest.

i S
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OUR EXCHANGES.

WE have religiously refrained from making
any pointed reference to the many good quali-
ties which are so obtrusively apparent in the
GazeTTE, for you know, dfiar r*ga,dm‘, ’thhout
any reminder from us, that Geo. (Mwlman’f; verse
in the Epilogue to the “ Heir at Law™ meets
our case exactly,—

“On their own merits modest men are dumb.”

Still even modest individuals have a kind of
longing in their nature for a recognition of
their virtues by others. Now the base treat-
ment we have received from some of our college
exchanges almost ruffles our angelic disposition,
almost forces us to swear by our socks (a system
of profanity borrowed from a brother editor) to
suffer no longer ; but our better self gains the
ascendency. Shall we attempt to retaliate ?
“ Never, tho’ our mortal summers
To such length of years should come,

As the many-winter'd crow .
That leads the clanging rookery home.

We smile as modestly and as blandly as of yore,
and take up our editorial pen and begin our
work of love.

The Brunonian is intercsting and unpre-
tending.

The only copy of the University Magasine
that we have received has made a good impres-

©osion. L

The.Tablet is as puerile and ungrammatical
as cver. We have lost all faith in vacation

The Bates Student has donned a new dress
and is in every way greatly improved.

The Archangel contains much excellent poe-
try—contributed by Tennyson and Tom Moore,
" The Beacon has won the good will of its read-

vs by discharging a nu
Sfiﬁ :kya? iﬁ%gag&pgﬁ@rm ces in the domain of
wit bave during the p mrxth tﬁﬁg@;{;ﬁ been most

ber of the theological

shocking manner. In the words of Voltaing,
« Perhaps we are both of us mistaken.

Notwithstanding the machinations of the Dec.
“devil,” the Acadia Atheneum comes fmwargl
at the beginning of 1880 with as much conceit
as if this was not Leap Year. Anda Female
Academy adjoining !

« Heav’'n from all creatures hides the book of fate,
All but the page prescribed, their present state.”

We would have our Acadian friends remember
that discretion is the better part of valour. The
Athenaum contains a notice of the establishment
of closer relations between the College and the
Female Seminary. This is the superlative degree
of reckless daring. An old work contains the
following, which we bring to the notice of our
friends: “ Albeit, it has nowe become a pm:tqof
the common lawe in regarde to social relations
of life, that as often as every bissextile year
dothe return, the ladyes have the sole privilege
during the time it continueth of making love
unto the men, which they doe, either by words
or lookes as to them it'iseemeth proper ; and no
man will be titled to the benefit of clergy who
doeth in any way treate her proposal with slight
or contumely.” ~Take notice, dgar friends, and
govern yourselves accordingly.

The College Olio, with less reason, displays
more conceit, if possible, than the Atkenaum.
Some of our readers may remember the warm
debate between two professors of Laputa, as to
the most commodious and effectual way of raising
money without grieving the subject. One pro-
posed that a tax should be imposed upon those |
qualities of mind for which men chiefly value
themselves, The amount of each man’s tax to
depend upon his own estimate of -his endow-.
ments. Such a system would be financially
ruinous to the conductors of the Olio.
highest tax were to be put upon those indi
_of the masculine persuasion who are the greatest
favorites with the other sex, as one of the pro-
s$ors recommended, our Ed. wm!d be driven
into bankruptcy instanter. The Olio is nothing
if not poetical. i .

Cwy

not swear, :
feet in alr, -

 our best to gain a sweet

but our

‘advance is demanded for Sunday gring.

- their own charactes, they should not employ their periodical to

If the
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that we tried the experiment. The /ndex whines
af the GAZETTE in a most heart-rending manner,
so we must be mild and merciful.

“ M uehwmmp?aining mortal, pork-and-treacle waster,

+ Pretermit thy whining, wheel thine ear-flap toward us,”
and listen to our advice and you’ll be virtuous.
The * Professor at the Breakfast Table,” tells us
that a tortoise is fond of its shell, but if you put
a live coal on his back he crawls out. . The
coals from out the fire of our affection are slowly
but surely doing their work at Our Mother of
Angels. ButOh!the/nder’spoetry istoomuch for
our piety. Itisacross breed between the “ Three
Black Crows” and “ This Pig Went to Market.”
Our poets—and their name is legion—are willing
to supply the /nder with original poetry on the
most reasonable terms. Saturday is grinding
day. All orders promptly filled. A small

We are completely overwhelmed. The East-
ern Chronicle has seen fit to read us a lecture
upon total abstinence in matters political. It
throws in gratuitously a few general directions
Yor our guidance in conducting the GAZETTE.
We are everlastingly obliged to the editor of
our eastern contemporary for his magnanimity.
His extensive experience, as chief manager of a
large publishing establishment at Port Hawkes-
bury, Cape Breton, gives his words prodigious
weight. We also respect his years. We shall
cever take him for our great ensample.

* Lives of great men all remind us
We can.make our lives sublime,”
Listen to his fatherly admonition.

* The Dalhousie College Gasette indicates no small promise
on the part of the students who conduct it. But we must
admonish the youngsters who write for it, that, for the sake of

séhoods of a paper of the stamp of the
the number for January 17th occurs the
 been said to the honor of one of Nova
that while he occupied the proud
Militia, his mind soared above the
trouble to. Webster and

ntence, which he deems so

, did not the editors ought
; Lf*i\&*l‘g‘ *m}g‘;ﬁm %;:{mg;wwé that
Minister of Militia’s spelling was a pure
on of that disgracefol sheet.” pEE d

In 1 to notice the puny criti-
s the. Lastern Chronicle ;

asylum. The rejection of the article on “ Origi-
nal Poetry,” because it contained a passing allu-
sion to what some one else bad said about a late
Minister of Militia, would bave displayed con-
temptible bigotry. on the part of the editors.
Judging by the tone of our contemporary’s criti-
cism, the chief complaint is that our contributor
got the substance of the offensive paragraph
from the Halifax Herald. Now we have no
power to keep our contributors and the public
in general from reading * that disgraceful sheet ;"
and if we did possess the power and did choose
to exercise it over the patriarchal editor of
New Glasgow, the Eastern Chronicle would sus-
pend publication in a week. His chief nourish-
ment is drawn from the city papers. The very
issue in which he attempts to admonish us con-
tains a long editorial article copied from the
‘““base” Conservative organ. In short, the most
readable portions of our contemporary are bor-
rowed either from the Halifax Clronicle or from
the Herald. We hope to hear no more idiotic
ranting about the politics of the GAzeTTE, for
we have published nothing of a political charac-
ter in the past, and we shall be equally careful
in the future. "

SODALES.

[ ——

N Friday evening, Feb. 6th, Sodales Society

met in class room No. 1, President in the
chair. After the usual preliminary exercises, it
was moved by Mr. Landels and seconded by Mr.
Dustan that the next Friday be devoted to an
entertainment of musical and literary character.
After some remarks on the above subject, the
debate of the evening was called. The question
was as follows :—* Is a Prohibitory Liquor Law
advisable for Canada?” The first and fourth
years took the negative side, and the second and
third years the affirmative. Mr. Dustan, who
opened the discussion for the negative, remar}
that he was strongly opposed to the use of al
hol as a beverage, and would second any s
which might be suggested for the removal or
mitigation of this evil, but that in his opinion
the ?rgpawd law was utterly impracticab

ollowing reasons,—it was going bey
law ; it must in any
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Mr. Costley responded for the affirmative.
He was inclined to question the proposition that
such a law was exceeding the just bounds of
law, and thought that it was as fair to legislate
against this as any other vice.- He pointed out
the evil that was following the importation of
liquor, and argued that some active measures
were necessary in this case. Mr. Cameron
waxed eloquent in disproving a statement of the
first speaker's, to the effect that it was not
strictly liquor, but the excessive use of it, that
was injuring the country.

Mr. MacDonald in replying, remarked that he
had not come here to listen to temperance har-
angues, but to debate the question on broad
principles. He pointed to certain of the States
in the Union which had proved the efficacy of
this measure. Mr. Lord showed a disposition
to “go for” all the preceding speakers, and also
advanced some strong arguments for the affirm-
ative. Mr. Calder made a few very temperate
and appropriate remarks on the negative side.
He held that the measure was good, but that
the country was not yet prepared for its applica-
tion. Mr. MacNally spoke on the same side.
His remarks were as usual somewhat s#rong and
inclined to the bdotling point sermoniac! His
heads were rather numerous, his conclusions
rather distant, and his practical applications
rather ghastly, The vote being taken resulted
in a majority for the negative.

'+ We were glad to notice the large gathering on
this evening, and trust that the enthusiasm may
be kept alive for a few more weeks. -

« ion o ‘part of some students
. wol refici ct on the lx}gw and
eve rhmmc on t;hnm occasions.

<A little

OUR Neptune does not compare favourably with the “ degp
and dark #/ue” ocean. He is altogether too dry and green.

A Soph looking over his room-mate’s text-book in Physics,
which professed to be an elementary work, remarked, while
his heart went pitter palter,

“*If this be elementary,
Preserve me at the supplementary.”

How'ard it is for us to keep a calm exterior when a Punior
who ought to know better asks us a question such as this : “ If
I kiss a young lady by mistake, is that a Slunderbuss?’ lle
should be sent hence without the benefit of clergy.

ONE of the Sgpks is a great dabbler in Chemistry, He is
exceedingly fond of it: nor does one ever sce him but what he
has with him a chemical compound of which sulphur is an
important element. Phew ! ‘

THE Sophomore Class in Mathematics are just commencing
the study of Logarithms. One can now hear them remarking

to each other that such and such a thing is as easy as rolling off

a log. The simile strikes home at once.

STUDENT translating : * Ef agnum et dominum veddam mor-
tabilis miserumos.” * And I will make both the sheep and its
master the most wretched of men.” Whereupon the Professor
remarked that he must be a very skeepy student.

A poOoRr Senior has acquited such a frenzy for his studies

that he barely attends one class per diem at the College.®

Should he by chance do this, he rushes home to his work im-
mediately afterwards and consequently i is hardly ever seen in
the Humanity class. He will surely die soon.

Cosine is at his old tricks again. He says that he never
saw any one i, whom the equation to the curve 1s so clearly
manifested. For this reason he has made up his miad, He
intends to buy a valentine of her in the shop and send it to
her through the post. She will recognize the valentine and
his love will be declared. The curtain will fall on the happy
scene of the Sime and Cosine joined together in the bonds of

Prospectu. ;

THE students were startled mmm‘fy at. m:i::g a2t tim& ” man
lying full length on the door step in front of the College, with a
giﬁgimm umbrella in one hand and a package of bread and
butter in the other, The students at first thought he was

Neptune, but it was explained to them that Neptune lived on

molnsses onl m«i &Mwﬁm im mﬁd not ‘m the man. m

love. We wish all happiness to the mathematical fmily in

.




